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CHARLES  SMALL  PYBUS,  Efq. 

ONE  OF  THE 

RIGHT  HONORABLE  THE  LORDS  COMMISSIONERS 
OF  HIS  MAJESTY’S  TREASURY, 

AND  MEMBER  OF  PARLIAMENT  FOR  THE  TOWN  AND 
PORT  OF  DOVER,  &c.  &c. 

SIR, 

Your  partiality  to  a county,  of  which  this  is  a 
Hiftory,  has  given  me  hopes,  that  the  Dedication  of 
this  part  of  it  to  you  will  not  be  looked  upon  in  an 
unacceptable  light.  The  continued  affiftance  and  li- 
beral encouragement  which  you  have  favored  me 
with  in  the  progrefs  of  my  larger  Hiftory,  and  the 
many  other  eflential  marks  of  friendfliip  which  you 

have 


( iv  ) 

have  honored  me  with,  cannot  but  ilaiter  me  with 
thofe  hopes.  You  are  bcfides.  Sir,  materially  con- 
neded  with  the  county,  by  the  important  ftation 
w hich  you  have  fo  long  held  in  reprefenting  the  town 
and  port  of  Dover,  to  the  univerfal  latisfadion  of 
your  conftituentSjWho,  confident  of  your  attachment 
to  the  beft  of  kings,  and  the  happy  conflitution  of 
this  country,  (an  attachment  which  you  have  perfe- 
vered  in  with  unabated  conftancy)  have  continued 
their  approbation  of  your  condud  by  repeatedly 
chufing  you,  with  the  fame  fervent  zeal,  in  two  fuc- 
ccffive  parliaments.  Give  me  leave.  Sir,  to  join  in 
the  deferved  acknowledgment  of  your  public  merit, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  feize  this  opportunity  of  re- 
turning my  thanks  to  you  for  the  many  favors  which 
you  have  conferred  on, 

Sir, 

Your  moll  refpedful, 

and  much  obliged 

• ^ > 

humble  fervant. 


LONDON, 
MaV  12,  1798. 


EDWARD  HASTED. 


INDEX. 


A. 

A BERGAVENNY,  Ncvill’s* 
Jords,  p.  9,  75,  83,  88,  124, 
160,  258  ; lady,  p.  320  ; 
Beauchamp,  lord,  p,  74,  83. 
Abergavenny,  Henry  Nevill, 
earl  of,  pojjejfes  Tipperidge 

MANOR,  2bp. 

Adam,  William,  392  j Adam’s, 
448. 

Adams,  Fitzlicrbert,  jir^ent  reBor 
ofUlcomb,  396. 

Addington,  church  of,  190. 
Addrefley  manor,  in  Shrop- 
Ihire,  482. 

Ady’s,  of  Ulcomb,  386. 
Adye’s,  of  Shelve,  436. 
-(Ethelftan  Etheling,  462* 
Alabafter,  William,  D D.464. 
Albans,  alias  IVimbllngbwy 
MANOR,  98. 

Albcrmarle,  Betun,  carl  of, 

354.  366. 

Albrincis,de,family  of,3i2,575 
Alcher,  earl  of  Kent,  388. 
Alchorne’s,  account  of-,  343. 
Alderfey’s,  567. 

Aldham’s,  oflghtham,  16,  37* 
Aldington  m Mi09.  ,inThurn- 
525, 526,  church  of,  528. 
AlefF,  Jonn,  parfon  of  Ho!- 
lingborne,  475. 

Allen,  Sir  John,  lord-mayor, 
account  of,  42;  John,  307. 
Allen’s,  ot  Stockbory,  580. 
Ahnnery green,  in  Chart  Sutton, 
357*  . 

AmbrelTanton  lithery,  in  Stock- 
bury,  581. 
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Amherfl,  Jeffry,  181,  188. 
Amherft,  Stephen,yJo^f^r  Well 
Farleigh  manor,  14.0  ; capt. 
Thomas  poffejfes  a part  of 
Yalding  parionage  and  ad- 
vowfon  of  vicarage,  172. 
Amherfl’s,  of  fiayhall,  account 
of,  267,  269,  271. 

Andrews,  James,  hrefent  vicar  of 
Boughton  Moncfienfie,  345. 
Annandale,  Johnfoa’s,  mar* 
quis’s  of,  218. 

Antiquities  found,  9,  22. 
Apulderfield,  Thomas,  439. 
Archer’s,  557,  558,  560. 
Argali’s,  of  Fall  Sutton,  378. 
Armorial  bearings,  thefameborne 
by  different  families,  297. 
Arpends  of  vineyard,  meafure  of, 

353.  480. 

Arundel,  Fitzalans,  earls  of, 
74,  83,  368. 

Afhburnham’s,  305,  448. 
Ashden  manor inLenham,^! 7, 
•As  HURST,  pari/h  of,  276; 

place,  277. 

Alhtvay’s,  347. 

Aflry’s,  350,  5164 
At-Lceze,  family  of,  466. 
At-Water's,  of  Lenham,  ac- 
count  of,  424. 

At-Water’s,  412,  437. 
At-Wood’s,  162. 

Auberville’s,  575,  577. 
Aubornb  manor,  in  Eajl 
Pcckham,  98. 

Aucher’s,  of  Swingheld,  328  ; 
ol  Otterden,  account  of , 536; 
oiigin  of,  388. 
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Audley, 
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Audley,  Hugh  de,  159, 

21 1,  228,  230. 

Avercnches,  family  of,  312. 

August  PITTS  manor,  in 
Horfemonden,  318. 

Auften,  Francis,  18;  Auften’s, 
162,  332  ; baronets,  365. 

Auflcn,  Francis  Motley,  Jiof: 
fejfes  Wingfield  manor  and 
Crouch,  in  Wrotham,  21  ; 
Barnes  place.in  Had!ow,i  88. 

Auften,  pojfejfes  Grove- 

hurft,  Broadford,  &c.  in 
Horfemonden,  319. 

Aoften’s,  of  Broadford,  account 
5/', '318,  320. 

Auften,  fiojjejjes  Cow- 

fled  M ANOR  and  lithery,  5 79, 
580. 

Aurteyne,  James,  394, 

Aylesford,  antient  demefne  of^ 

146.  154* 

Aylesford,  Heneage,  earl  of, 
JtoJfcJfesKinhwTy  manor,  524; 
Bredhurft  and  Mere-court 
manors,  589. 

Ayfcoughe,  hdward,  301. 

B. 

Bacheler’s,  of  Frinfted,  537. 

Bacon,  lord  chancellor,  304. 

Badl'efmere  manor,  in  Plax- 
tool,  23. 

Badlefmere’e,i64,t6  j,2 1 i.482. 

Badmonden  UMt09.,iHHor/e- 
monden,  319* 

Badsell,  manor  of , 257. 

Baieux,  Odo.bifhop  of,  13,57, 
102,108, 120, 129, 138, 148, 
178, 257>337. 347.354^366, 
376,411,420,430.453,454, 


450;  Harbilton  manor, 
455  ; lefceoi  Marley  tithery, 
458  ; pojfejfes  Stoneacre  ma- 
nor, in  Oiham,  5 18. 

Baniftcr, Ralph,  i6oj  Richard, 
215. 

Banks,  Thomas,  377  ; Sir 
John,  hart.  589. 

Barden  xa  \ nov.,inTunbridge, 
225  ; Barden-houfe  far7tt,  226  ; 
Barden  Little  tithery,  254; 
Barden  furnace,  272. 

Barden’s,  of  T unbndge,  225. 

Barefoot’s,  4. 

Bargrave’s,  464. 

Barham’s.  See  Berham’s. 

Barkley,  hundred  of,  324. 

Barley,John,448,55i,552,558. 

Barling,  Clement,  395, 

Barming,  Weft,  manor,  162. 

Barmingjet,  redlory  of,  125. 

Barntnill  tithay,  in  Tunbridge, 
254. 

Barkesplace,///  Hadlow,\ 88 . 

Barnes  Garden,  manor,  in 
Leeds,  497. 

Barnes  manor,  in  Brenchley, 
292. 

Barnes,  John,  319. 

Barnard,  Chrillopher  Vane, 
lord,  50,  52,  86,  470. 

Barnham,  Benedidt,  167,  304, 
453  ; Francis,  443. 

Barnham’s,  of  HolHngborne, 
340,  468,  471,  474. 

Barrett,  Valentine,  440,  466. 

Barrow,  Maurice,  486. 

Barons  place,  in  Mereauorth, 

86. 

Barsted  VI KUO 9.,  in  Wrotham, 
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455, '465, 479  480,503,514,  B artholomew,  Philip,  69. 

521, 525,  5 34,  5 50,  554,  555,  BartholomAv,  Leonard,y«o^^/ 

SoreandBadlefinereM  A NOR, 
in  Plaxtool,  23. 
Bartholomew’s,  of  Oxenhoath, 
20,  23,65,  151 ; of  Adding- 
ton, 23. 
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Baker,  Robert,  358. 
Baker’sjcf  Sifinghtirft,95, 1 II, 
130,  140,  150,  195. 

B aid  w i n , Wi  1 li  a m Har  . 

rieiftiam  manor  and  place, 


Barth, 
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Bartie  lands,  in  Berftcd  and 
Thurnham,  506. 

Bartie’s,  286. 

Barton,  'W s.\\.et,JtoJfeJfes  part  of 
Hadlow  parfonage,  190  ; 
John  pojjejfes  Mal'cals,  in 
Brenchley,  286. 

Barton’s,  of  Hadlow,  181,187, 
188  ; of  Chart  Sutton,  359. 

BalT.ige’s,  289. 

Bathurft,  Richard,  clerk,  pof- 
fejfes  Pulleyn’s  manor,  in 
Horfemonden,  318;  pefent 
•vicar  of  W~ejl  ^''cckham,  70. 

Bathurll  s,  ofSprivers,  316. 

Battell-hall  seat,  in 
Leeds,  498. 

Battle  gunpowder , where  made, 
197. 

Baud,  Sir  William  le,  3 13,432, 

Baveden,  hamlet  of,  3t9. 

Bavent’s,  24,  46. 

Bayhall  manor,  in  Pern- 
bury,  264. 

Bayham  abbey.  See  Begeham 

Bayley,  Benjamin  Neale,  331, 

571* 

Baynden  seat,  in  Horfemon- 
den,  312. 

Beald’s,  186. 

Beaulieu,  in  Lamberharft,  302  ; 
priory  in  Normandy,  319. 

Becket,Thomas,  ;?;Kr//ero/',  1 3 i. 

Bedmanton,  borough  and  ham- 
let of,  in  Wormfell,  561, 563. 

Begeham  abbey, /«  Lamber- 
hurjl,  301 ,26 1 , 264, 270,296, 
316. 

Belcher,  'WiWWm  fojfejfes  Bun- 
ces  court,  in  Otterden,  546 ; 
a part  of  Rumpfted  manor, 
in  Hacking,  571  ; Elizabeth 
poffejfes  a part  of  ditto,  ibid. 

Belcher’s,  of  Ulcombe,  331, 
546,  57J,  account  of , 386  ; of 
Royton,  426. 

Bellamont,  earl  of,  404. 

Bempde,johnVander,2i7,2i8. 
Bendeville’s,  57. 
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Benstede  u\'SOV.,  inHunton, 

148.  191- 

Ben  tley>  Jane,  581,  582. 

Beresford,  Michael,  331. 

Bergavenny,  barony  of,  77,  See 
Abergavenny. 

Barham  court,  130.  5'eeTefton 
houfe. 

Barham’s,  of  Tefton,  3,  139, 
account  of,t^i. 

Berkeley,  Sir  Thomas,  217, 
274  ; Sir  Maurice,  393. 

Berkeley’s,  of  Worcelterlliire, 
account  of,  263,  264. 

Bermondefey’s,  162, 

Berney,  Robert,  290. 

parijh  of  50^. 

Bertie  family,  origin  f,  506. 

Bertyn,  Simon,  509,  510. 

Bed,  George,  pojftjfes  Blechen- 
den,  alias  Cruttenden  ma- 
NOR,  333  ; Chilfton  manor  , 
410;  leffee  of  Chilllon  ti- 
thery,  411  ; poffeffes  Beivley 
MANOR, 412  ; lell'ee  of  Bew. 
ley  tiihery,  413  ; pojjefes 
Lenham  manor, 423  j Roy- 
ton MANOR, 426;  Runham 
MANOR,  ibid;  an  edate  in 
Lenham,  430;  theadvowfon 
of  Lenham  vicarage,  444. 

Befwicke’s,  of  Spclmonden, 
account  of , 314,  315,  316. 

Betenfon,  Sir  Richard,  287, 

Be\\\t:,Jlreamof,  297. 

Bewley  MANOR,  in  Bought  on 
Malherb,  41 1,  453. 

B I C K N OR  , parijh  of,  565 

Bidborough,  parifli  of,  272,247. 

Bidlake’s,  of  Devonfhire,  358. 

Bikburymanop,  inThurnham, 
523  ; wood,  <J20,  521. 

Bing,  Henry,  pojfcffes  Yokes 
court,  in  Frinited,  539  ; the 
advowion  of  Frinlled  redory, 
560. 

Bing’s,  of  Wrolham,  3,  227, 
account  of  , 11, 

Bing’s.  6V(?Byng. 

Bithefea, 
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Bithefea,  Geofj^e,  (irejenf  re/lor  of 
Jghtham,  45. 

Blackfnle  fie'd,  in  Wrothanijp. 

Blackpitts  manor, /«  Baji 
Peckham,  98,  99. 

Blechenden,  alias  Cruttenden 
MANOR,  in  Hedcorne^  332. 

Blechenden,  Edward,  410. 

Blcchingley,  in  Surry,  church 
of,  251. 

Blunt,  Richard,  alias  Leigh,  3. 

Boardfield  manor  and 
HAMLET,  in  Otter  den,  539. 

Bobbing  manor,  563. 

Bokingfold  manor,  in  Yald- 
ing,  163. 

Bolney,  George,  270. 

Boon's  tenement,  in  Bidborough, 

273* 

Booth,  Sir  Charles,  450,  pof- 
y^rBayndon,  in  Horfcmon- 
den,  312;  Nathaniel,  223. 

Boreman,  John./roy^x  Kent’s 
chantry,  in  Hedcorne,  33 1. 

Borough,  Sir  Edward,  436, 
526,  539. 

Borough -green  HAMLET,  in 
Wrotham,  20. 

Bofville’s,  of  Bradbourn,  287, 
510. 

Bofwell,  lady  Margaret,  246. 

Botany,  9, 128, 138,201,436. 

Boteler’s,  of  Tefton.^^rrrx.  123, 
130,  136,  143,  168.  501,  ae- 
cornu  13 1 ; Sir  Wtn.  20. 

BoUGHTON  M0NCHENSlE,/r<?- 
rijh  of,  336,  342. 

Boughton  quarry,  336,  337. 

Boughton  mou;mt,  seat,/® 
Boughton  Monchenfe,  343. 

Boughton  M a lhe r b,  ^ari/5 
°f^  197  » manor  of,  562. 

Bounds,  seat,  in  Bidborough, 
^73  » New,  alias  Little, 
seat,  in  I unbridge , 

Bourne,  John  dc,  339. 

Bourchier,  Sir  Thomas,  48c  ; 
John,  576. 


Bouverie,  Mrs.  Elizabeth, 
fejfes  Ncitlelled,  Hylthe  and 
Pimpe  m nors,  123  ; the  ad- 
vovvfon  of  Neiile/tcdredlory, 
125  ; Teflon  MANOR  and 
houfe,  130,  131,  134;  the 
advowfon  of  Teflon  reftory, 
136;  7'otefham  and  Ewell 
manors  in  Weft  Farleigli, 
143  ; Yalding  manor,  161  ; 
Hcnhurft,  in  Yalding,  168; 
Ken  ward’s  fa'm,in  Yalding, 
ibid.  Langley  m A NOR,  350  ; 
theadvowlo*  of  rtdtory,  351  ; 
Chart  Sutton  manor,  355; 
Norton  place, in  ditto,  356  ; 
lejfee  of  Chart  Sutton  par- 
fonage,  363  ; pojfejfes  Town 
Sutton  M 4NOR,  370. 

Bouverie  family,  account  of, 
«34.  35^>  371-. 

B 0 w B R 1 D G E , alias  Pejienbury 
Jtarva  manor,  261. 

Bowes,  Sir  Martin,  iii. 

Bo Y cot, r?//rtx Boycourt  manor, 
iti  Ulcomb,  392. 

Boys’s,  464. 

Boy  TON  MANOR,  in  Eaji  SuU 
ton,  38 1. 

Bradfhaw,  John,  234. 

Brakenbury,  Robert,  41,  215, 

Brambles  manor,  in  Ho>fe- 
monden,  319. 

Brampton’s  aliasDetling’s,339, 

Brandt  bridge,  1 56. 

Br  edhurst,  parijh  of,  585, 

Brembre,  Nicholas  de,  74. 

BRENCHLEYand  Horsemon- 
DEN  hundred,  280, 
Brenchle  Y,y^<»ry/r  ibid, 

Brenchley,  Sir  William,  288. 

Brent,  Falcaiius  de,  206. 
i>’mm’x///nre,inMereworlh,86. 

Brewer’s,  of  Mcreworth,  ibid, 
of  Wert  Farleigh,  account  of, 
140,  143,  i6t. 

Bridger,  Mr.  296. 


Brydges, 
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Brigge,  Richard,  377. 

Brion,  cartle  of,  204. 

Brifcoe,  John,  342. 

Brishing  tA  auok , in  Langley , 


Broad  FORD  seat,  in  H^rfe- 
monden,  318. 

Broadhurit,  Mr.  South - 

borough  tiihery,  in  Tun- 
bridge, 254. 

Broadoak  seat,  in  Brenchley^ 
281. 

Broadstreet  hamlet,  in 
Hollingborne,  462. 

Brock,  Johny.prefent  redlor  of  Bid- 
borough,  2;  6. 

Brockholl’s,  of  Aldington, 
4155,  468,  526. 

Brotkiey,  in  Deptford,  302. 

Brockwell’s,  of  Lenham, 

439* 

Brontes  Manor,  in  Ncttlefted, 
123. 

Bromfield,  fiarijh  of,  502. 

Brown,  Ambrofe,  304. 

Brown’s,  of  Beechworth,  1 13, 
268,  422. 

Bi  (none,  Nicholas,  prefent  vicar 
of  Town  Sutton,  375. 

B row  n’s.of  Buck  land, in  Surry, 
account  of  , 167. 

Brown’s,  of  Bayhall,  268. 

Bryan’s,  of  Wrotham,  8. 

Brydges,  Giles,  1 10  ; Rev.  Ed. 
Timewell  poffejfes  Monkion 
reflory  in  Unerden,  540  ; 
Boardfield  re£lory,542  ; the 
advowfon  of  Otterden  rec- 
tory, 548  ; prefent  rector  of  Ot- 
ter den,  549. 

Buck’s,  ot  Rochefter,  577. 

Buckenwald,  165. 

Buckingham,  Staffords,  earls 
dukesof,  159,  179,202,228, 
230,  266,  283,  285,  account 
oj,  2/3, 

Buckingham,  John  ViJliers, 
earl  of,  23;. 


Bucklandmanor,//*  Jfiurjt, 
277. 

Budds  hamlet,  in  Ship, 
borne,  5 1 . 

Bufkin’s,  of  Otham,  349,  35X, 
516,  518. 

Bulleyn’s,  38. 

Bunce’scourt,  alias  Pollards, 
in  Otterden,  545. 

Bunce’s,  of  Ot;erden,  426, 
545,546,  C,\’]  .account  of,  542. 
Burgh,  John  de,  211,  230; 

William  de,  539. 

Burgh,  lords,  436,  526. 
Burges,  Elizabeth,  poffejfes 
Goldwell  manor, in  Hadlow, 
187  : Robert,  of  Lyghe,  278. 
Burlellon’s,  115. 

Burleigh,  Wm. Cecil,  lord, 422. 
Burley,  Sir  Simon  de,  348, 
567,  587. 

Burfcombr,  manor  of,  405. 
Burston  MhKOK,  in  PJuuton, 

151. 

Buriton’s,  account  of,  ibid. 
Burton’s,  161;  of  Ruiiham, 
426. 

Burville,  Rev.  Henry,  69,  pcf- 
fejfes  Kelfham,  in  Heacorne, 

330- 

Bury,  chief  baron,  237. 
Buttery,  , poffejfes  Catts 

place,  in  Brenchlcy,  289. 
Buttiller,  Thomas,  377. 
Bynwardefmarfh  manor,  401. 
Byng’s,  290. 

C. 

Casfar,  Sir  Charles,  217. 

Cage  park,  in  ’I'unbridge,  253. 
Cage,  Lewis,  poffejfes  Muriion 
MANOR,  in  Holiingborne, 
470  ; Milgate  seat,  in  Ber- 
lled,  508  ; John,  531. 

Cage,  Charles,  piefent  vicar  of 
Berfed,  513. 

Cage’s,  of  Milgate,  account  of, 
507,  50S,  523. 

Calcraft,  John,  pofffjjes  Leeds 

abbey j 
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abbey,  497  ; lejfre  of  Leeds 
and  Bromfield  parfonages, 
501,  505. 

Calehill,  hundred  of , 324,415* 

^427-  . ^ 

CaI-vepleys  seat,  in  Tun- 
bridge. 

Cambridge,  Jefus  college,  in, 
246. 

Cambridge,  mafter  and  fellows 
of  St.  John’s  college,  in, 
Jioffefs  Hedcorne  parfonage, 

335. .372- 

Cambridge,  fcholarjhilis  and  ex- 
hibitions,\T\  ,2  42 ,244 ,24  5 ,246. 

Cambridge,  Rich,  earl  of,  231. 

Camden, Baptilt  Noel, vifc. 403. 

Campion’s,  320. 

Camvili,  Thomas  de,  531. 

Canons  Barns,  inThurnham,53T. 

Canons-court  manor,  in 
Vl'^airinghury , 1 1 3,  f 16. 

Canterbury,  archbifliops  of, 
253,  4*84;  Becket,  205  ; Bo- 
nitace,2o6,  312;  Chicheley, 
306,  485  ; Courtney,  213  ; 
Cranmer,  1 1 , 287  ; lAip,  1 1 ; 
Juxon,  501  ; Lanfranc,  420, 
427  ; Langton, 395  ; Parker, 
500;  Pole,  216,  232,  240; 
Richard,  206;  Stratford, 
208;  Warham,  ibid;  Win- 
chelfea,  ibid. 

Cantetbury,archbi{hopof,i74, 
178,204.255,280,  3 s 2,  334. 

Canterbury,  archbifhop,  his 
Jialace  at  Wrotham,  11  ; in- 
thronization , account  of,  206. 

Canterbury,  archbifliop  of,  fia- 
tion  of  Wrotham  reftory  and 
vicarage,  30  ; of  Hedcorne 
vicarage,  335  ; /ofefes  the 
tithery  of  Eaft  Lenham  ma- 
nor, 430;  patron  of  Hol- 
lingborne  redlory  and  vi- 
carage, 476  ; pojfeffes  the 
parfonages  of  Leeds  and 
Bromfield,  and  advowfon  of 
curacies,  500,  501. 


Canterbury,  archdeacon  of* 
456,457,492. 

Canterbury.DEAN  andchap- 
TER  OY , poffefs  Ealt  Peck- 
ham  parfonage  and  advow- 
fon, 103;  Boyton  manor, 
in  Eaft  Sutton,  381  ; Hol- 
lingborne  manor,  464;  and 
demefnes,  ibid. 

Canterbury,  Chrift-church  pri- 
ory, in,  9,  93, 102, t03  129, 

i39»  >48.332>38i,387.4a7» 

462,  468. 

Canterbury,  St.  Auguftine’s 
abbey, in, 205, 419,427  440. 
Canterbury, St.  Gregories  pri- 
ory, in,  430.  441. 

Q AV  EL,  parijh  of , 193;  church 
of,  252 

Capell  manor,  in  Horfemonden, 

318. 

Capgrove,  John  de,  164;  the 
famous  fiat,  S.  T.  P.  account 

f,  zSs- 

Carbery,  John,  earl  of,  499. 
Cardan’s,  301 , 

Cardinals  lands,  in  Nettlefted, 

124. 

Caring,  in  Leed«,  479.  \ 

Carney,  John,  141,  161. 
Carwarden’s,  301. 

Cafle  hill,  in  Brenchley,  28a, 
Cat  LETS,  alias  Salmons  ma- 
nor, in  Brenchley,  289. 
Catts  rh  AC  e,se  at  , in  Breach- 
ley,  ibid. 

Cave,  Mr.  236. 

Caustons  m akor , in Hadltzv, 
186. 

Cautley,  John,  prefent  reSlor  of 
Hollingborne , 477. 

Cawne,  Sir  Thomas,  44. 
Cawthorn,  James,  A.  M. 
243,  248. 

Cayfer,  Elizabeth,  473,  498, 

504* 

Chalfhunt’s,  277,  555. 
Chaloner’s,  of  Hollingborne, 
470»47S* 

Chambers* 
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Chambers,  William,  ItoJJeJJes 
Bicknor  manor,  568. 

Chambers’s,  of  Tonltall,  566.' 

Chambre,  Robert,  498. 

Chamnneis,  Juftinian,  423. 

Chantry,  ale,  at  Weft 

Peckham,  59. 

Chapman, Tho.  142,  l68  ; Ed- 
ward, 5^6. 

Chapman,  Edward,  pojfejfes 
Madams-court,  in  Frinfted, 
538. 

Chapman’s,  of  Adilton,  557. 

Chaplin’s,  of  Lincoln  (hire,  301. 

Charles,  Robert,  3a/7^'of  Tun- 
bridge foreft,  224. 

Charlton,  Rev.  Mr.  106,  115, 
117. 

Charlton’s,  of  Boxley,  account 
oA  330- 

Charlton,  Little,  in  Eaft  Sut- 
ton. 376. 

Chart  manor,  in  Watringbury, 
I to.  III. 

Chart  garden,  in  the  fame,  108. 

Chart way-Jireet,  in  Eaft  Sutton, 
376  ; in  Bromfield,  303. 

Chatham  manor,  129,  139, 

163  ; barony  of,  481. 

Chaun,  George,  273. 

Chauncy’s,  of  Hertfordlhire, 
429. 

Chegworth  manor,  in  JJl- 

C077lb,  392. 

Chekeswell  manor,  in 
Brenchley,  284. 

Cheneys  court  manor, /« 
Chart  Sutton,  339. 

Cheney’s, of  Patrixbourn,  339 ; 
of  Shurland,  341, 342,  532. 

Chefterfield,  Stanhope’s,  earls 
of,  accou7it  of,  404,  408,  413, 
430,.452,  457. 

Cheiwind,  Mathew,  100. 

Chichcley,  Florence,  306. 

Chidcroft’s,  297,  299. 

Chiffinch,  Thomas,  17. 

Child,  Robert,  irnjiees  of,  lejfces 
of  Hollingborne  manor. 
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464;  poftefs  Elnothington 
manor,  466  ; Greenway- 
court,  468. 

Child’s,  of  London,  hankers, 
464,  466,  468. 

Children,  Geo. Bu DOS, 
in  Shipborne,  51  ; part  of 
Dachurft,  alias  Hildenburgh, 
221,  222. 

Children’s,  of  Tunbridge,  ac~ 
count  of,  200,  224,  249. 

Chilston  manor,  in  Bought 
ton  Malherh,  408. 

Chilwell,  Jonathan,  pojjejfes 
Peckhams  manor,  in  Had- 
loiv,  187.  > 

Chingley  manor,  307. 

Chitley  Crofs  HAMLET,  92. 

Choute’s,  of  Betherfden,  541, 

Chowne’s,  of  Fairlavvne,  24, 
48,  64,  187. 

Chriftmas,  ofEaft  Sutton,  333. 

Clare,  family  of,  157, 138, 170, 
178,  228,  230,282,  312,  ac- 
count  of,  204. 

Clarence,  Lionel,  duke  of,  39, 
83,  23  1.  ; 

Clanrickard,  Richard  Burgh, 
earl  of,  202  ; account  of,  232  j 
Ulick,  earl  of,  233. 

Clarke,  job  Hart  Price,  pof 
y^rUlcomb  and  Chegworth 
manors,  392  ; advovvfon  of 
redory,  393. 

Clarke’s,  of  Derbylhire,  ac- 
count of,  392. 

Clarke’s,  of  Woodchurch,  ib. 

Cleyton,  Jafper,  130. 

Clifford’s,of Bobbing  369,377. 

Clinton,  William  de,  149; 
lords,  150,  131,  153. 

Clcggatj  409- 

Clement’s,  ot  the  Moat,  41. 

Clenkard’s  seat,  in  Toiv» 
Sutton,  371. 

Clerke’s,  of  Ford,  account  of, 
19  ; of  Ulcorabe  and  Ro- 
chelle r,  accotmt  of,  391. 

Coates,  Baker,  433. 

Cobham’s, 
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Cobham’s,  2x1,  212;  Cob. 
ham’s,  of  Aldington,  435, 
525,  526;  of  Sterborough, 
436,  525*  526.  539  5 Cob- 
ham.  lords,  55,  232,  256, 
287,  484.  ^ 

Cock,  Eugenius,  542. 

Codd’s,  of  Watringbury,  ac- 
count of,  1 1 4;  of  Len ham, 439. 

Codefted’s,  of  Stockbury,  578. 

CoLBRIDGE  MANOR  and  CAS- 
TLE, 401,  40^,  407. 

Cole,  John,  a houfe  in 

Watringbury,  107  ; Spri- 
vers,  in  Horfemonden,  317* 

Co  u DWELL  MANOR,  r«  Had- 
low,  186. 

Collens-llreet,  in  Yalding,  156. 

Colepeper, Thomas,  328,  331  ; 
Thomas  Cafellan,  of  Leeds- 
callle,  482,  483  ; Walter, 
Ic.iliff  of  (he  feven  hundreds, 
483  ; John  Spencer,  468  ; 
Sir  John,  475. 

Colepeper,  lords,  467;  account 
of,  486 

Colepeper’s,  334,  464  ; of 
Aylesfnrd,  3,  23,  332  ; of 
Bayhal  1,271;  account  of  . atid 
of  different  branches  of  , 264; 
of  Bedgbury,  268,  269  ; of 
Holl  jngborne,454, 45  5.495; 
of  Oxenhoaih,  3,  59,  85, 
184,  186,  187,  account  of,6l. 

Colcpepers.  Culpepers. 

Colit  is’s,  of  Sbipborne,  ac- 
count of  , 51 ; of  Hollingborne, 


475- 

Coloigne,  family  of,  507. 
Combes,  ir/mr  Lovser  Milgate, 
SEAT,  508. 

Combwell,  priory  of,  522,  530, 

53'- 

Comfi,  Great  and  Little,  hamlets 


22. 


Columbeis,  family  of,  120. 
Colyns,  alias  Old  Hole,  in  O ihain , 
516, 


Conny’s,  of  Rocheller,  account 

e/i  576- 

Conftable,  Sir  Marmaduke, 
215  ; Conllable’s,  453. 

Coluney,  family  of,  507. 

Conway’s,  553. 

Cook,  Sir  Robert,  218. 

Cop G ROVE  MANOR,/';/  Brench- 
ley,  284. 

Corbie’s,  of  Boughton  Mal- 
herb,  400,  522,  563. 

Cornwall,  Piers  de  Gaveflon, 
earl  of,  2 • I . 

Cornwallis,  bidiop  of  Litch- 
field, 407. 

Ceffngton  manrr,  in  Horfemon* 
den,  320. 

Cotton,  William,  3 ; Cotton’s, 
of  Oxenhoaih,  64,  187. 

Covert,  Wm.  530  ; Covert’s, 
of  Leedspriory,495,498,500. 

Couithope,  Alexander,  107. 

Courihopp,  George,  fojfeffes 
Barnes  manor  and  Brench- 
ley  parfonage  and  advowfon 
of,  29^^  ; Henry,  /irefent  rec- 
tor of  Jiienchlcy,  294;  Cour- 
thope’s,  of  Brenchley,  ac- 
count  of,  293  ; of  Spriveis, 
317;  account  of  ibid. 

Cox’s, of  SizniXcd,  account  of,  4. 

Coxzomhe fair , in  Ightham,  34. 

Cranbrook,  hundred  of,  324. 

Cranmer,  Robert,  394. 

Crawford,  Gibbs,  poffejfes  Old 
Farm,  in  Lamberhuill,  296. 

Creed,  Henry,  433. 

CTeffi’s,  447,  451,  456. 

Crefwell,  Chi jiioplier,  543. 

Crevequei’s,  35,  73,  izg,  144, 
13s*  i39»  M4i  M9»  163,21 1, 
»97* 308, 3 12, 49 1, 494,498, 
499.  504.  506,  509,  511,  ac- 
count of  480. 

Criols  manor,  in  Brenchley, 
283. 

Criol’s,  family  of,  35,  283, 
312,  313,  432. 

Criol’i, 


INDEX.  Kill 


CrioPs,  of  Roytbn,  account  of, 

Crockhurft,  land  of,  261. 

Crom  be  well’s,  555. 

Crombury  manor,  in  Had- 
low,  184. 

Crompe,  Mn. /lojpjfes  h(i\^ovin 
MANOR,  in  Lenham,  427} 
Rinfted  court,  557. 

Crompe’s,  of  Frinlled,  account 

557.  559.  567-  ^ ^ 

Cromuell,!  bomas,  lord, 202, 
328,  330,  378. 

Crongebury , 122. 

CroMurjl,  hamlet  of,  256* 

Crookthorne,  521. 

Crouch,  alias  Horfnells  Crouch,  in 
Wrotham,  ii. 

Crowe,  a kind 0^ corn, mentioned 

292-  , 

Crown,  the,  patron  of  Buk- 
nor  redlory,  568. 

Crundall  parifli,  152. 

Culpeper,  Alex.  253,  531. 

Culpeper’s,  284,  464 ; of 

Bedgbury,  167  ; of  Holling- 
borne,  466,  467,  471,  474, 
476,  486,  487. 

Culpeper’s.  See  Colepeper’s. 

Cure,  George,  315. 

Curfew,  one  at  Shelve  houfe, 

434- 

Curteis,  George,  359;  Jere- 
miah poffeffes  Mottinden  ma- 
nor and  priory,  329  ; Cur- 
teis’s,  of  Otterden,  547,  <3c- 
countof,  537. 

Curihope,  lands  of,  in  Lamber- 
hurll,  308,  309. 

Corva  fpina,  Ralph  de,  521. 

Cotte’s,  of  Berfted,  528,  530, 
account  of,  524. 

D. 

Dachurst  manor,  in  Tun" 
bridge,  219,220  ; place,  222- 

Dachutf,  alias  Hildenburgh,  de- 
melnes  o>,  221. 


DafFy’s,ofRomford,E/rex,282. 

Dalling’s,  of  Wefterham,  187. 

Dalby,  Thomas  Weeks , prefent  vi- 
car of  Weji  Farleigh,  145. 

Dalyfon,  Thomas,  7 j Rev. 
Thomas,  25. 

Dalyfon,  William,  pojjejfes 

Hamptons,  in  Well  Peckhamj 

63  ; fon*s, account  f,  6i i 

Daniel’s,  of  Surry,  84. 

Darell’s,  377,433.  ofCalehill, 
12;  of  Spelmonden,  314, 
315  ; Darell’s,  of  Scoiney, 
account  of,  306. 

Darnley,  John,  earl  of, pojfejfes 
South  manor,  230  j New 
BoundssEAT,inT  unbridgCj 
237;  Bidborough  manor 
and  Bounds,  275. 

Darnley,  countefs  dowager  of, 
refides  at  Bounds,  in  Bidbo- 
rough, 273. 

Danford,  priory  of,  461 

Dalhwood,  Francis,  lord  De- 
fpencer,  account  of,  80. 

Dafnwood,  Francis,  Sir,  pof 
fejfes  manors  and  fce  larm 
rents  in  T u abridge,  221. 

Davington,  nunnery  of,  539, 

541,  542. 

Davies,  Mifs,  147. 

Davis,  Rev.  Charles,  prefent  rec- 
tor- of  Aihurjt,  279. 

Davis,  Rev.  John.  570. 

Davis’s,  of  Well  Farleigh,  ac. 
count  of,  1 4 1 , 1 6 1 . 

Dean  Bottom,  hanilet  of,  366. 

Dekins,  Thomas,  249  ; De- 
ktns’s,  235. 

De  la  Hay’s,  in. 

Delsune’s,  540. 

Dencrouch  m AKOft , in  Pern- 
bury,  268. 

Dene,  Ralph  de,  302  •,  W'il- 
liam  de,  399,  562. 

Dennemannelbroke,  in  Yaldi 
ing,  157,  238.  ^ 

Denover,  in  Yalding,  136. 

Denton’s, 
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Dfnton*?,  of  Tunbridge,  ac- 
count  of 

Deriog,  John,  327  ; Sir  Ed- 
ward,438  j Mary,o{Thurn. 
hr.ni,  530. 

Dering,  Margaret,  and  others. 
Welt, alia'-  Ne^v  Shelve 
MANOR,  434;  Old  Shelve 
MANOR,  436. 

Dering,  Sir  Edward,  hart,  /icj- 
fejjes  Thurnham  manor, 
Newnham  court,  alifs  the 
rectory,  and  Caltle  Godard 
MANORS,  523,  531. 

Dering’s,  of  Shelve,  account  of  y 

433»  439- 

Dclbouverie’s,of  Chari  Sutton, 

358- 

' Defpencer  le,  Francis  Dath- 
wood,  lore*,  80. 

Defpencer,  Hugh  le,  210. 

Defpencer  le,  barony  ofy  77. 

Defpencer  le,  Thomas,  lord, 
pofeffcs  woodland  in  Cemp, 
alias  Herll  woods,  Z2  ; Well 
Peckham  manor,  58;  Me- 
re worth  MANOR  and  hoofe, 
and  advowfon,  82,  89  ; 

Blackpiits  MANOR,  100  ; 
PJcxtal’s  court  in  Eaft  Peck- 
ham,  102;  Burllon  MANOR, 
in  Hunion,  i 53  ; Wdodfolde 
MANOR,  in  Yaldirg,  162  ; 
Tatlingbury  manor,  and 
advowfon  of  Capel  church, 
194,196;  Badfell,  in  Tu- 
deley,  258,  and  advowfon 
of  church,  259;  Cheney’s 
court,  in  Chan  Sutton,  360. 

Dewe,  Catherine,  and  others, 
pojfefs  Latnberhuril  parfoo- 
age.  3°9- 

Dewe’s,  account  of,  ibid. 

Dewes,  Sir  Paul,  253. 

Dingley’s,  of  Worceflcrlhire, 

.563- 

D 'tftorneU,  Jofah,  prefent  redor 
of  U ormjhill , 565. 


Dixon’s, of  T unbridge,  account 
of,  222  ; of  Lcnham,  439  ; 
ot  Stockbury,  578. 

Doble,  Walter,  304. 

Doddingion,  William,  95. 

Domefday,  mifakes  of  names  in, 
420. 

Dennett’s,  of  Rainham,  470. 

Dorfet,  J hn,  duke  , JioJfejJcs 
the  advowfon  of  Alhurft 
church,  279. 

Dorfet,  Sackville’s,  earls  of, 
267,  277,  279. 

Douce,  Mr.  and  pojfefs 

Boughton  Mount  seat,  in 
Bcughton  Monchenfie,  343. 

Dover,  ^\t\iZiA,biJ}.opfffragan 
of,  452. 

Dow'NE-court  manor,  in 
Lcnham,  436. 

Donfitons -court , M a N o r of,  1 7. 

Drake’s,  of  Amerfham,  350, 
356,  358,  360,  370. 

Dryland,  James,  424. 

Duckefbery’s,  469. 

Dudley,  Sir  John,  262. 

Duke’s,  of  Cofington,  576. 

Dumb  borfholder,  of  Chart, 
account  of  , 107. 

Dunhs  farm,  in  Lamberhurfl, 
296. 

Duppa,  Baldwin  Duppa,  pof 
JfJjes  Hollingbornc-hill  seat 
472;  Hucking-courl  ma- 
nor, 570. 

Duppa’s,  of  Hollingborne,  nc- 
ccunt  of,  472,  475. 

Durolcvum,  the  Roman  fation, 
where  it  was,  478. 

Dyke,  Sir  Thomas,  250; 
D>  ke’s,of  Lullingtone,<f«m. 
223,  224  ; Dyke’f,  of  Hol- 
lingborne, 475, 

Dygges’f,  of  Barham,  551, 
558. 

E. 

East  Lenham  manor,  427. 

Eastmere 
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Eastmf.re  manor,  in  Eaji 
Peckham,  ico. 

East  Sutton, yiar/y/io/",  375. 

Ediva,  queen,  92,  427. 

EhiriJge  tithery,  in  i’unbridge, 
p.  254. 

Eleanor,  queen,  129,  139. 

Elliot,  Anne,  w;y^2on  her  mo- 
nument, 251 

Ellis,  Agnes,  1 1 3. 

Ellis’j,  of  Otham,  517,  518. 

Elnothington  manor,  in 
Hollingborne , 465. 

Ely,  Martin  Heton,  bijhop  af^ 
379- 

Emmett  WilKhtre,  342. 

Empfon’.-,  38. 

EfTeden  manor.  Sec  Aftiden. 

Eflex,  Thomas  Cromwell, earl 
of,  262,328,  330;  Frances, 
countefs  of,  232}  Robert, 
carl  of,  233. 

Esvans,  Daniel,  piefent  vicar  of 
Hedcorne,  336. 

Eudo,  Dapifer,  412,  456,  457. 

Eveleigh,  John,  pre/ent  vicar  of 
Lamberhurf,  310. 

Evelyn,  William  Glanville, 
pojfejfes  Y aid  ham  manor,  in 
Wrotham,  18  ; lejfee  of  a 
moiety  of  Yaldham  tithery, 
19  ; liojfejfes  St.  Clere’s  s f at, 
in  Ightham,  40. 

Ewe,  earl  of,  388. 

Ewehui fl,  land  of,  in  Lamber- 
hiirfl,  308,  309. 

Ewell,  in  Weft  Farleigh, 
137;  manor,  142;  in  Len* 
ha.Ti,  417. 

Ewyn,  John,  475. 

E r H o R N E , hundred  of,  323. 

Eyhorne  green, \n  Hollingborne, 
462. 

Eynsford,  parifh  of,  250. 

Eyotts, alias  Hollingborne-hill 
seat,  471. 

F. 

Fagg’s,  Suftex,  barts,  account  of, 
579>  5^0.  c'2 


Faircloth,  James,  M.  D.  181. 

Fairfax,  Rev.  Denny  Martin, 
pojfeffes  Briftiing  manor,  in 
Langley,  351  ; Weft  Far- 
borne  manor,  454;  Leeds 
MANOR  and  CASTLE,  and 
Bat*elhall,4go,498  ; warren 
in  B'omfield,  and  Bromfield 
MANOR,  304,  305;  eftatein 
Berfted,  506;  perfetual curate 
of  Leeds,  502. 

Fairfax,  Hon.  Robert,  464,498, 
499. 

Fairfax,  lords,  4J4,  469,  ac~ 
count  of,  487. 

F A I R L A w K s B A T , /’«  IHrotham, 
23.  48.  _ . 

Fairseat  i?.  XT ,inStanfed, 

Falkland,  Sarah,  vifcountefs, 
21,  j88. 

Fane’s,  47,  162,273,  360;  of 
Badfell,  287.  293  ; of  Burf- 
xon , account  of , 152,  153,  i6l» 
239  ; of  Had  low,  account  oft 
182,184, 185. 186, 188. 190, 
191,  195;  of  Mereworth, 
account  of,  75  ; of  Tudeley, 
99,  194,  232,  254,  291,  ac- 
count of  , 237  ; of  Tunbridge, 
2 22,  226. 

Fane's.  See  alfo  Vine. 

Fanftiaw,  Henry,  4. 

Fanr.  partjh  of,  296. 

Farborne,  East,  manor, 
403,450;  West,  manor, 
in  Harrietftiam,  452. 

F arewell’s,  464. 

Fari.eigh,  West,  pari/h  of, 
136  ; manor,  154. 

Farleigh,  Eaft,  manor,  102, 
281,  319. 

Farmer,  Richard,  38. 

Farnaby,  Joh’’,  524. 

Farfee,  hamlet  of,  3. 

Faverfham,  hundred  of,  385, 

393i  539- 

Faver'.ham,  abbey  of,  393. 

Ferrers’s,  iqj,  ^87,  217,  2S6. 

Fielding, 
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Fielding,  Mr. commonly  called 
Beau,  235. 

Fill,  manor  of,  405 . 

Filmer,  Sir  John,  heirs  ot,/iof- 
y^HoHleigh  manor,  in  Lam- 
berhurft,  301. 

Filmer,  Sir  Beverlham,  bart. 
pojfejfei  Eaft  Sutton  manor. 
and  place,  and  Little  Charl- 
ton, 381  ; lejfee  of  Sutton 
parfonagje,  384  ; pojfeffes 
Kingfnorth  manor,  in  Ul- 
combe,  394  ; Wichling  ma- 
nor, 552. 

Filmer’s,  of  Eaft  Sutton,  harts, 
accoutitof,  378  ; of  Herft,  in 
Otterden,  544;  of  Wich- 
ling,  552. 

Finch,  Charles,  567. 

Fiflibotne,  Riphard,  113. 

Filher,  Flenry,  242,  244. 
Fiftier’s,of  Hadlow,  188,  191. 
Fish-hall  se.kt , in  HaJloiv, 
|88. 

Fiftimongers  company  pofefs 
Pen-court,  in  Hollingborne, 
471. 

Fiizalan,  Simon,  424. 

Fitz  Gillebert,  Richard,  174  ; 
account  of  , 203. 

Fitzhamon,  William, 408,  410; 

Robert,  456,  458. 

Fitzherbert , ilUam,  lirefent  W- 
car  of  Hadlow , 193. 
Fitzpaine’s,  320. 

Fitz  Urfe,  Randal,  131. 
Flowing  ho\x,conttivanceof,ijj. 
Fludd’s,  464  ; of  Milgate,  ac- 
count of  507,  510  ; of  Otham, 
account  of,  517. 

Folkeftone,  Elizabeth,  coon- 
tefs  dowager,  123,  130,  134, 
143, 168. 

Fooie,  Capt.  E.  J.  refdes  at 
Boughton  Mount,  343. 

Foote,  Robert,  prefent  reflor  of 
Boughton  Mai  herb,  415. 
Foote’s,  406. 

Forbes,  admiral,  277. 


Ford  seat,  in  Wrotham,  19. 

Yokzsts,  formerly  in  Kent,  163. 

Forsham  manor,  in  Town 
Sutton,  365 . 

Foller,  William,  D.  T). pojfefes 
Lodingford  manor,  in  Yald- 
ing,  162  ; John  pojfef'es  a 
houfe  in  Lamberhurlt,  296  ; 
Fofter,  John,  426. 

Fotherbye,  Rev,  John,  333. 

Fowkes  UKttotLyin  Mereworth, 
86,  1 10,  III. 

France,  John,  tSr,  r88. 

Franklyn,  George,  329;  Tho- 
mas, 542. 

Freke,  Ralph,  527. 

Freer’s,  of  Suflex,  161. 

Frid  farm,  in  Otterden,  541* 

F R I N s T E D , parijh  of,  554. 

Frith,  Hamon  atte,  541, 

Fromans,  alias  Godwins  i&K' 
NOR,  in  Hadlow,  183. 

Fromonds,  183.  184,  186. 

Fullagar,  Chriftopher,  alias 
Domine,  332. 

Furnefe’s,  of  Walderlhare, 
harts,  438, 

G. 

Gage,  Sir  John,  531. 

Gambler,  James-  Edward,  prefent 
reflor  of  Langley,  352- 

Gammon,  Rev.  Auden,  pof- 
fejfes  Southolminden  ma- 
nor, in  Hedcorne,  332. 

Gafcoigne’s,  524. 

Gates,  Sir  John,  166. 

Gatton,  Robert  de,  399. 

Gallon’s,  562. 

Gavefton,  Piers  de,  211. 

Geary,  Sir  William,  bart. 
fejfes  Ford,  in  Wrotham,  20; 
Oxenhoath  manor  and 
seat,  66;  lefee  of  Weft 
Peckham  parlonage,  68  ; 

Benfted  manor,  in 
Hunton,  1 5 1. 

Gcnnings  seat,  in  Hunton, 
147. 

Gerund’s 
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Gerund’s,  277,  555. 

Gibbon’s, Col. Robert,  94, 22 1. 

Gilbert,  Sir  Humphry,  536. 

Gillerted  manor.  5eeYelfted. 

Gillingham  manor,  169,  319. 

Gipps,  George,  lejjee  of  Eaft 
Lcnham  tiihery,  430. 

Glaniille,  VV'illiam,  409  ; Wil- 
liam-Evelyn,  18;  account  of, 
40. 

Glemham,  Sir  Thomas.  2 17. 

Glendower,  O^ven,  368- 

Glouceller,  Clare’s,  earls  of, 
158, 174, 17 S. 200,228,230, 
261,  282,  312,  account  of, 
158,  205. 

Gloucefter,  Hugh  de  Audley, 
earl  of,  179,211,228,230. 

Gloucefter,  Robert,  earl  of,456, 
4^8  ; Thomas, of  Woodftock, 
duke  of,  166,  213. 

Gloucefteifhire,  Aikins’s  Hif- 
tory  of,  353. 

Glover,  Thomas,  392. 

Goad,  John,  B.  D.  248. 

Gobyon,  John,  453, 

Go D A R o ’s,  alias  'fliurnhani  caf- 
ile,  528. 

Godden’s,  523, ,541,  <142. 

Godfrey,  William,  jun.  510; 
Edward,  529. 

Godhurjle  manor  and  cafle,  528. 

Godifrid,  Dajiifer . 427, 

Godwin,  John,  185. 

Guiding,  lady,  125. 

Goldfmith,  John,  332. 

lands,  in  Wrotham, 
17- 

Goldwell  manor,  in  Had- 
lo"M,  186. 

Goldivell  tithery,  in  Hadlow, 
191,  192. 

Goldwell,  John,  hifhop.  of  Nor- 
wich, 493. 

Goldwell’s,  412. 

Goodwyn,  Henry,  pojfejfes 
Hayfdcn  manor,  230,  and 
Barn’s  Mill  lithery  in  Tun- 
bridge, 254. 


Gookin’s,  464. 

Gore,  Gerard,  409. 

Goring,  of  SulIeX,  baits.  579, 
580, 

GolTon,  217. 

Goud h u rft,  e/",  322. 

Goulilon’s,  of  Weft  Farleigh, 
account  of,  142,  143,  168. 

Goufall,  Sir  John,  400 

Gower,  )ohn,  468,  526. 

Grapinell’e,  3. 

Grajsley  green,  in  Booghton 
Malherb,  398. 

G REENWAY-COURT,  in  HoU 
lingborne,  466. 

Grey,  Nicholas  D.  D.2a8. 

Grey,  Reginald,  lord,  of  Ru- 
thin, 368.  3 77. 

Groombridge, .John,  230. 

Grotherll’s,  3 i6. 

Grove’s,  ofTunftall.  394. 

Grove  HURST  manor.  In 
Hotfemonden,  317. 

Grovehurft,  Richard,  101  ; 
Grovehurft’s,  316. 

Guildford,  Henry,  180,  349, 
485,  49r;  Sir  Edward,  262. 

Guildford.  See  alfo  Guldeford. 

Guilfted  hamlet,  in  Stockburv, 

573- 

Guldeford,  George,  268  ; Sir 
Henry,  378. 

Guldeford.  See  afo  GnWdioxd. 

Gull,  John,  43.. 

Gyftord,  John  de,  J49. 

H 

Hadde,  John,  of  ChartSutton, 

3-3- 

Hadde’s,  of  Chart  Sutton,  ac. 
count  of,  357. 

Hadde,  of  Erinfted,  277,  ac- 
count of  556,  557.  559 

Haddis  tenement , in  Chart  Sut- 
ton, 357. 

Haddock,  Charles,  fffeffcs 
Wrotham-place,  15; 
dock’s,  of  Wrotham,  account 
• of,  ibid. 


Hadencfliam, 
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HadeneOiam.  See  Cheney’s 
court. 

H A D , ftariJJi  and  borough  of, 
174,  177  ; manor  of,  174, 
207. 

Hadloiv  place  I S r . 

Hadlaiv  Cakel , borough  of,  194. 

Had  low  manor,  in  Tunbridge, 
219,  227. 

Hadlow,  family  of,  182,  225, 
227,  428. 

Halbrook’s,  342. 

JIalsbcrough,  7,  i2. 

Idales,  Sir  Edward,  344,  403; 
Hales’s,  of  Tonltall,  harts. 
35°»356.358>36o  362,370, 
4'3- 

Hales,  Bdwa  d,  of  Chilfton, 
4.29;  Hales’s,  of  Chilfton, 
account  of,  4C9,  413,  414- 

Hales,  i;ir  Chrillopher,  588. 

Hales’s,  of  the  Dungeon, 412, 
413.449. 

Halkwell  manor.  See  Hawk- 
well. 

Hai,l-pi. ACE  SEAT,  in  Oner- 
den,t,Ap. 

JJam,  in  Lenham,  417. 

Hamilton’s,  of  Chilllon,  ac- 
count of,  409,  414,  422,  430, 
4 39- 

Hamo,  viceomes,  72. 

Hamons  at  Dene  manor,  in 
Stcckbury,  1573. 

Hampden  manor,  in  Hedcorne, 

333- 

Hamptons  seat,  in  Weji 
Peckham,  60. 

Hanbury,  Alice,  5. 

Hanby,  Sir  John,  300;  lady, 

%oi. 

Hancorn,  Richard,  472. 

Harbilton  manor,  in  Harr 
rietfam,  454. 

Harbroc,  james./o^/e/ Afliurft 
manor,  278. 

Hardres’.s,  298, 

Hardrelhull’s,  269, 

ITarpur, 


Harpiir,  Nicholas,  338. 

Harpur’.s.  of  Sutton  Valence, 

339’  369- 

Haprietsham-placb  seat, 
450. 

Harinet,  Mr.  498. 

Hart’s,  of  Lullingftone,  223. 

Harvey,  William-  rhomas./zo/^ 
feff^ES  part  of  the  denaefnes  of 
Dachurll,  alia?  Hildenburgh 
MANOR,  222;  hiarvey.Mrs. 
poffejfes  the  (cite  of  Dachiirft 
place, 222  ; Hilden  manor, 
224. 

Harvey’s,  of  Tunbridge,  ac-'' 
count  of , 223. 

Hajelett's  manor,  in  Horfe- 
monden,  320. 

Hajled,  Edvsard,  prefent  vjear  of 
Hollingborne,  478. 

Haftings,  John  de,  367  Jl^dy 
Elizabeth,  545,  54.7. 

Hatton,  Sir  John,  bart.  18R. 

Haugliton’s,  of  Spelmonden, 
account  of,  314. 

Haul’s,  41  ; of  Petham,  339  ; 
of  Bilhopfborne,  342. 

Haw'kswell  m anor, /«  Tew- 
huiy,  264. 

Hayden  manor , in  Horfemonden, 
320. 

H A y s D E n manor,  in  Tun- 
bridge, 230  ; tithery,  254. 

Hayvjard , fames  R.  prefent  rebJor 
of  Harrietjham , 460. 

Hayward’s,  471. 

Hazlewood,  Thomas,  canon  of 
Leeds,  492. 

Hazlewood’s,  in  Boughton 
Malherh.  507. 

alderman  if  London,  132, 

'55 

Heath,  William,  187  ; Heath’s, 

393- 

H ED  CO  R N E , 0/,  324. 

Hedcorne-p!  ite  manor,  333. 

Hendley,  Sir  Walter,  259, 


Hrndley’s 
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Hendley’s,  of  Lamberburrt, 
296  ; of  Othom,  account  of\ 
516,  518. 

Hcngham’s,  578. 

Henhurst  manor,  in  Y aid- 
ing, 141 , 1 68. 

Henley,  Wil'iam,  fjojjejjes  Ot- 
h-am  M A NOR  andGore  court, 
516,517;  the  advovvfon  of 
Oihain  reflory,  518. 

Henly,  Robert,  of  Bedford- 
fliirc,  357. 

Henman's,  of  Syndall,  438. 

Hennand’s,  333. 

Hermentlhorpe,  John,  74. 

.Herris's,  of  Kibx,  394. 

ilerjl , alias  Com/i  •zvoods,  7. 

lierlt  manor,  in  Oiierden, 

544- 

Hertfofd,  Clare’s,  earls  of, 
204,  238,251,  291. 

Hei^y,  Biephen,  191  ; Chrif- 
tdpher  Almiiefy- 

green,  inChjrtSution,358; 
an  ellate  in  Town  Sutton, 
37'- 

Hex  pall’s  court  seat,  in 
TLaJl  I'echham,  loi. 

Hextall’s.  of  Ealt  Peckham, 
account  of , 101,225,227,287. 
31B. 

Hevward,  Rowland,  359. 

ill  C H c A N D S MANOR,  m Pcm  ■ 
bury,  268. 

Hilden  manor,//!  Tunbridge , 
2ig,  222  ; tilhery,  254. 

Hildeneuro,  a diJlrUt  in 
1 unbiidi:e,  219, 

Hill’s, of bution-at-Hone,  235, 

556.  557.  560. 

Hill-gkeen  house, //!  d'/oci- 

bury,  573. 

Hills,  Richard,  378  ; VViHiam 
pojpjj'es  Syndal),  in  Lenham, 
438. 

Hoadlcy,  in  Lamberhurd,  296. 

Hodges- Jlreet,  hamlet  cf,  2. 

Hodges,  Augoliinc,  140, 


Hodleigh  manor,  in  Lam- 
bezhtn Jl,  301. 

Hodfon,  Rev.  Henry,  poffejjes 
the  advowfon  ofThurnham 
vicarage,  53'  ; prefent  vicar 
of  Thurnham  ,532. 

Hoefe’s,  285.  See  alfo  Huffey. 

Holdford  C^rew,  249. 

Holbrook  manor,  in  Bough- 
ton  Monchenfe,  342. 

Holland,  Henry,  the  archileHf 
361  ; Lucretia,  395. 

Hollenden  manor,  in  Tunbridge, 
219. 

Hollingborne,  pariji  <f, 
461;  manor.  398,  570; 

Hill,  seat,  471. 

Holman’s,  317, 

Holmedoi),  Robert,  245. 

Hohnill,  alias  Harricljharn  M A- 
NOR , 405 . 

Holme  mill,  alias  Bentley 
MANOR,  in  Hap'ietjJiam,  455. 

Holmes,  Mr.  of  Derby,  pof- 
feffes  a part  of  Yalding  par- 
fonage,  and  advowfon  of  vi- 
carage, 172. 

Honywood,  Sir  John,  bart. 
fofpeffes  woodland  in  Comp, 
alias  Herd  woods,  22  ; T ovi  n 
tithery,in  Tunbridge,  254; 

, b'ilmer,  pojjtfff 

Downe-court  manor,  in 
Lenham,  437, 

Honywood,  Anthony, of  Lang- 
ley, 438  ; Robert,  443. 

Hony wood’s,  of  Charing,  ac- 
count of,  425,  430,  43  7 ; of 
Lenham,  439. 

Hooker,  Thomas,  200,  254  ; 
H'ioker’s,  of  Tunbridge, «r- 
count  of,  219. 

Hooker,  John,  pojfejfes  Broad- 
oak  seat,  282;  IvloatUnds, 
in  Brcnchley,  289. 

Hooper,  Geo.  250 ; Plooper’s, 
of  Leeds  abbey,  497  ; of 
Stockbury,  582,  583,  account 

534- 


Kopday, 
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Hopday,  John,  225. 

Hope,  Mrs.  Sarah,  lejfee  of 
Boy  ton  MANOR,  381. 

Hope  ton , Charles,  earl  of,  218. 

Horne,  Thomas,  A.  M 248  ; 

lirefent  reflor  of  Ot~ 
ham,  519- 

Horne’s,  of  Loxf'nz.va, account  of t 
428,  440. 

Horsemonden, JiariJh of,  3 1 1 . 

Hothe  MANOR,  in  Horlemon- 
den,  318. 

Hovenden,  Richard,  392. 

Hough  a Ill’s,  of  Hougham,  338. 

Howard.  Edward,  lord,  3. 

Ho-zve-court , in  Thurnham,  530. 

Howell,  Sir  John,  22. 

Hubert’s,  393. 

Hubble,  Benjamin, and  others, 
/tojefs^o  ughioiiMount  SEAT, 
343- 

Hucking,  farijh  of,  569; 
Hocking  COURT  manor, 
570. 

Hiidfon,  John,  (lojfeffes  South- 
dean  manor,  in  Stockbury, 

573- 

Hngeflen,  William,  lejfee  of 
Stockbury  parfonage,  584. 

Hughes,  Mrs.  pojfejfes  Wood- 
land, in  Heril,  alias  Comp 
woods,  2 2 

Hulkes’s,  of  Nevvnham,  332. 

Ifull,  Richard,  578. 

Hiilfe,  Nathaniel,  332. 

Hiinfdcn,  Carey’s,  lords,  180, 
217,  273. 

Huntingdon,  William  Clinton, 
carl  of,  82,  156,  347,  407, 
448.  451. 

Hilnlinoditn , John  de,  162. 

Hunt  I N o 1' I £ L D,  manor,  in 
VI  comb,  394. 

Huntington,  parilh  of.  See 
Hon  ton. 

14  u N TON . fiarifi  of,  r 46. 

llunton,  borough  of,  in  Y aiding, 

■ i>4- 


Hu  fey,  Peter,  archdeacon  cf 
Northampton,  329. 

HufTey,  ’E.diWzrA,  /wjj'ejfes  Scot- 
. ney  and  Chingley  manor, 
307  ; HufTey’i,  408,  429. 
Hylth  manor,  121. 

I. 

Jackman,  Edward,  427,  556, 
559,  560. 

James,  Richard,  foffejfes  Stan- 
Aed  MANOR,  4;  Wrotham 
manorand  palace,  12  ; Old- 
bery  manor,  33  ; Jghtham 
Manor,  37;  advowfon  of 
church,  45. 

James’s,  account  of,  36,  44. 
I’anfon’s,  of  New  Bounds,  ac- 
count of,  237. 

Iden’s,  359. 

Jemmet,  William,  and  others, 
fojejs  Huntingheld  manor, 
in  Ulcomb,  394. 

Je  NN  I N G3-COU  RT  MANOR,/// 
Y aiding,  162. 

IcVit  KtA,  farijh  of , 33;  ma- 
35  ; park,  43. 

Inge,  William  de,  3,  3^. 
Intrenchment,  antient  one,  at 
Brenchley,  282. 

Jones,  Philip,  263,  264;  Wil- 
liam, M.  D.  of  Aldington, 
509,  527  ; James,  frefent  vi- 
car of  Stockbury,  585. 
Johnfon’s,  217,  227,  330. 
Jordan’s,  360. 

Iprys,  John,  494. 

Ipfvvich,  college  at,  303. 
Ireland,  Vere,dukeof,  165. 
Ifley,  Sir  Henry,  9;  William, 
393  ; Ifipy’s,  516. 

Iron  foundery , at  Tunbridge, 
197;  ore  furnaces, /jffoaff/e/", 
294. 

Judde,  Sir  Andrew,  account  of, 
226,  241. 

Ivetigh,  den  of,  in  Chart  Sutt-on, 
356. 

Jumper, 


IN 

Jumper,  WilllaTTi,  pojUeJJis\M\\\. 
green  houfe  and  Yelfted 
MANOR,  in  Stockbury,  573, 
578. 

Jumper’s,  of  Stockbury,  497, 
576,  account  of,  577. 

Ivyhatch plain,  in  Ightham,  33, 

K. 

Kelsham  tAk’KOKftnHedcorn, 

329* 

Kelfham’s,  of  Hedcorn,  334. 
Kempe,  Sir  Thomas,  452. 

KfiMSLEy-STREET  HAMLET, 
in  Bredhurf,  586. 

Kemfley’s,  ofBredhurft,  586, 

589*. 

Kenedie,  Sir  John,  217. 
Kennedy,  John,  {irefent  re^or  of 
Nettlejled,  126;  of  'Vefon,  136. 
Kent,  Thomas,  349. 

Kent,  Edmund,  of  Woodftock, 
earl  of,  54,  256. 

Kent,  Holands,  earls  of,  ibid. 
Kent’s  chauntry,  in  Iied~ 
corn,  330. 

Kenward’s,  of  Y aiding,  account 
of*  155,  163.  169. 

Kentvard’s  farm,  in  Yalding, 

168. 

Kerkhoven’s,  4O4. 

Keriel’f,  187,  575. 

Keyfer’s,  100. 

Kiiburne,  Richard,  the  Kentijh 
topographer,  140. 

King  Georoe  I IT.  and  queen 
Charlotte  vific  Leeds  caltle, 

491. 

Kingfno) th  borough , in  Ulcomb, 
385  ; MANOR,  393. 
Kipping,  Thomas,  pojfejfes 
Cauftons,  in  Hadlow,  186. 
Kipping's  crofs,  in  Pembury, 
261. 

Kirby,  Thomas,  114* 
Knatchbull,  Sir  Edward,  hart. 
poJfefes^ad.Len\\am  manor, 
429  ; lejfee  of  tiihery,  430; 
Knights  Hofpiuller.',  189, 195- 
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Knight’s,  of  Stockbury,  577, 
582. 

Knocke,  Richard,  546. 

Knole  hill,  in  Ulcomb,  386. 

Knot,  Thomas,  162. 

Knowles’s,  544. 

Know’s,  of  Ford,  account  of , 20. 

Knox,  Kiceffimus,prefent  curate  of 
Shipborne,  53  ; majier  of  Tun- 
bridge fchool,  248. 

Li 

Lambard,  Multon,  pojfejfes  a 
farm  at  Great  Comp,  22  ; 
lejfee  oi  Brenchley  and  Criols 
manors,  283,  284. 

Lambarde,  William,  the  peram- 
bulator, 283,  284. 

Lambden’s,  337. 

Lambe,  William,  of  Town  Sut- 
lon,  356;  account  of,  371, 

372. 

LAMBERHURST,y4<7r//7/  of,  294. 

Lambert,  borough  of,  in  Tun- 
bridge, 219,  226. 

Lampard,  Thomas,  245. 

Lamport  manor,  in  Tun- 
bridge, 219,  226. 

Lancafter,  Sir  James,  244. 

Lane,  Thomas,  pojjejfes  Par- 
rocks,  in  Brenchley,  288. 

Langdon,  priory  of,  375. 

Langhorne,  Sir  William,  bart. 
69. 

Langle,  Walter. 

hAHQi.t.Y , pari/h  of,  346. 

Langley  chil terns,  priory  of, 
452. 

Langworth,  Arthur,  315. 

Larkheld,  hundred  f,  311. 

Launce’s,  4. 

Laurence’s,  of  Well  Farleigh, 
142, 168. 

Layfield,  Dr.  Charles,  26. 

Lea,  William,  192. 

Leatherfellers  company  in  Lon- 
don, 245. 

Leavens,  Elizabeth,  192. 

Ledani  cafrutn,  478. 

Leeds, 
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Leeds,  JtariJJi  of,  47^  > caftle, 
defcription  of,  49°  » manor, 
506.  _ 

Leeds  priory,  66,  87,  113,110, 
135,144, 164,308, 344, 358, 
361,363,373,378,383,410, 

459,482,485,509,  51 1,  582. 
defer ip.tion  of,  491. 

Leeds,  duke  of,  leffee  of  Eaft 
Peckham  manor,  94.. 
Lefevre,  Vtxtr , foffejfes  Afliurft 
place,  277. 

Leicefter,  Robert  Dudley,  earl 
of,  232  ; Robert  Sidney, 

' earl  of,  300  ; Simon  Mont- 
fort,  earl  of,  367. 

Leigh,  alias  Hildenbtirgh  MANOR, 
in  Leigh,  219. 

Leieh’s,  of  Liminge  and  Ad- 
dington, 3,  187. 

Len  x\'vtx , fource  f,  417,  418. 
Lenhan.  parijhof,  415. 
Lenbam,  family  of,  148,  149, 
297,  428. 

Leonard’s,  of  Weft  Wickham, 
524. 

Lested  seat,/«  Chart  Sutton, 

358. 

Leveley’s,  471. 

Levejhothe  M a N 0 R , r«  Horfemon- 
den,  316. 

Levet,  John,  448. 

Levett,  Richard,  firefent  reHor 
and  vicar  of  M'^rotha7n,  32. 
Lewin,  James, Hawkef- 
well,  Denccouch,  Highland 
and  Prigles  manors,  in 
Pembury,  264,  268. 

Lewin,  Alderman,  521. 
Lewin’s,  of  Otterden,  account 

<lf>  536.  S39»  540.  542.  547* 
Lew!S-heath  manor,  in 
Horfemonden , 315. 

Lewis',  Mr.  244. 

Leyborne,  family  of,  82,  109, 

«5°»347»35°‘407.4«>*4Iz. 
448,451,481, 566. 
Leyborne,  redory  of,  22, 


Lilly  HAMLET,  U^atringhury 

107-  ^ , 

Linderidge  Qitarter,  296  ; caufe- 
way,  in  Lamberhurft,  30S. 

Lingfield,  college  of,  301. 

Littlefield,  hundred  of,  54. 

Livefey’s,  371 , 

Lloyd,  Maurice,  prefent  vicar  of 
Lenham,  445. 

Lock’s,  of  Rochefter,  576. 

Lodneford,  Daniel  de,  161. 

Lo  D I N G F 0 R D , a/znr  Bermondfey 
M A NO  R , z«  Y aiding,  1 5 6, 1 62 . 

Loftie,  William,  433. 

Lome  WOOD,  alias  Layfers  mk- 
NOR,  in  Eajl  Peckham,  123. 

London,  prefent  bifiop  of,  146  j 
Tho.  Kemp,  bifliopof,  456. 

London,  iron  rails  round  Sr. 
Paul’s  church-yard,  account 
of,  295. 

London,  St.  Paul’s  church,  m 
456  ; abbey  of  St.  Mary 
Grace,  in,  567,  568. 

London,  Drapers  company,  in 
poJfefsQuTi'ng  farm, in  Leeds, 
479;  governors  of  Chrift’s 
hofpital,  \n,poJfeJfes  Wormf. 
hill  MANOR,  and  advowfon 
of  redory,  563,  564, 

Long,  John,  360. 

Loop,  John,  prefent  vicar  of  Tu- 
deley,  260. 

Love’s,  453. 

Lovel,  Harry,  38.. 

Lowther,  Rev.  John,  544. 

Lowy,  diilrid,  origin  and  mean- 
ingof,  174,204, 

Ludweli,  Dr.  435. 

Luftiington,  Rev.  James-Ste- 
phen,  543. 

Lyghe,  John,  286. 

M. 

Mabb,  Edward,  510. 

Macmahon,  131. 

Madams-court,  in  Fiinfed, 
556’  557- 

Maginford,  hamlet  of,  505. 

Magminoi’s, 
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Magminot’s,  521,  523,  453. 
Mahljlone  fund,  521. 
Malbert’s,  317. 

Malherb,  family  of,  399. 
Mailing,  Weft,  manor  and 
priory,  286. 

Malmaine’s,  4,  454. 

. Manlield’s,  429. 

Manley,  Mr.  409. 

Mann,  Sir  Horace,  hart,  pof- 
fejjes  Wifperhavvke,  Hamp. 
den  and  Hedcorne-place 
MANORS,  333;  Boughton 
Malherb  and  Colbridge  ma- 
nors, and  advowlon  of 
church,  406,  408,  414; 

Harrietlham,  alias  Eaft  Far- 
borne  MANOR,  452;  Marley 
and  HolmemillMANORs,457. 
Boughton’a,  of  Boughton  Mal- 
herb,  account  of,  405. 
Mantle,  lady,  52  i . 

Manfell,  John,  provo/i  of  Be- 
verley , &c.  409. 

Mansfield,  Charles  Cavendifh, 
lord,  537 

Maplefden,  George,  372. 
March,  Mortimers,  earls  of, 
59,  85,  231. 

Marchant,  Bowles,  hojj'ejfes  a 
SEAT  in  Brenchley,  282, 
Marden,  townfhipof,  94. 
Mares,  John  de,  550. 
Marefcalls.  See  Mafcalls, 
Mareys’s,  454. 

Maries,  William,  440. 

Marley  manor,  in  Harrietf- 
hatn,  405,  455. 

Marriott,  James,  LL.  D.  pof- 
Horfemonden  and  Spel- 
monden  manor, 3i4;Lewis- 
heath  manor,  316;  the 
advowfon  of  Horfemonden 
reftory,  320  ; reHorof  Horfe- 
monden, 322  ; Marriott’s,  of 
Spelmonden,  account  of,  314. 
Marjh,  WilHa7n,  pirefent  reflorof 
Bicknor,  569, 

d % 
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Marshall  manor,  iuLenhamy 

435* 

Marfhall,  VVilliam . and  others, 
Huntingfield  manor, 
in  Ulcomb,394;  Marlhall’s, 
439 

Marlham,  Rev.  Jacob,  LL.D. 
Jioffeffes  Aldington  manors,  in 
'I'hurnham,  527. 

Martel,  GeofFry  de,  377. 
Martin  abbey  manor.  In 
Tunbridge,  219,  220,  221. 
Martin  Cats,  in  the  Her  ft  woods, 
72. 

Martin,  Rev.  Denny,  490. 
Martin’s,  of  Loofe,  351. 
Mascal’s  manor,  in  Brench- 
ley, 284. 

Mafcall,  John, 433;  Mafcall's, 
of  Chart  Sutton,  356,  360. 
K^afon,-  Sir  John,  11  j Nalh, 
19  j Stephen,  ^ 1 1, 

Mailers,  Mrs.  poffeffes  Yokes, 
in  Mereworth,  84;  Mailer’s, 
of  Yokes,  60,  account  of,  84, 
85. 

Matfield  green,  in  Brenchley, 
282. 

May,  Walter,  poffejjes  Hadlovv 
MANOR,  181  5 John  peffeffh 
Wiarton  seat,  in  Boughton 
Monchen/ie,  342  j Rev. 
George,  271. 

Maynard’s,  of  SufTex,  186.- 

Med  way  river,  navigation  of, 
157  ; heads  of,  417. 

Meggifon,  Thomas,  and  others, 
poffefs  Ncitlefted,  in  Stock- 
bury,  and  tithery,  38^. 

Melton,  John,  436. 

Merchant,  Jeft'ry,  509. 

Mere -court,  in  Bredhurrt,  387. 

Meredith’s,  of  Leids-abbey, 
account  of , 499.  576. 

Mereworth,  parijh  of,  70, 
houfe^defcriptionoft-ji. 

Mereworth’s,  58#  73,  185. 

Merian^s 
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Merian's  court.  See  Madams- 
court. 

Merrud.  See  Merevvorth. 
Mew’s,  98. 

Michel’s,  of  Old  Windfor,  340. 
Mildmay,  Sir  Walter,  217. 

Ml  LG  ATE  SEAT,  in  Berfied^ 

506. 

Miller’s,  of  Crouch  and  Oxen- 
hoath,  7,  21,  23,  25,  account 
of,  65,  268. 

Millys’s,  of  Lenham,  32,  424, 

432,  435- 

Mil  ne,  Mr.  the  archite^,  1 98. 
Milner,  Mrs,  pojfejfes  part 
of  Rumpfted  manor,  in 
Hucking,  572  ; Rev. 

Jofeph,  331. 

Minis- hill,  in  Frinfted,  334. 
Minfter  nunnery,  in  Shepey, 
^ 553- 

Moat  SEAT,  in  Ightham,  40. 
Moat-hall  manor,  in  Ber- 
fled,  306,  309. 

M o A T L A N D s , /«  Bvenchley,  288. 
Modinden,  in  Hedcorn,  326. 
Moile’s,  452,  435. 

MoNKETON  HAMLET  and  MA- 
NOR, /n  Otter  den,  340. 
Monkton,  John,  pojfjfes  an 
ellate  in  Brenchley,  282  ; 
Stockhill  and  Studmore  ma- 
nors, 290. 

Montague,  Browns,  vifcounts, 

3®4>  3^^»  444* 

Monlchenfie,  family  of,  account 

e^*  338. 367- 

Monypcnny,  Mr.  pojfejfes  the 
advowfon  of  HaUlow  vicar- 
age,  192 

Moore,  hir  Edward,  of  Melle- 
font,  369. 

More,  Sir  Thomas,  account  of , 
228;  G\i\iiC>,hiJhop  of  St.  Da- 
vid's, 494. 

More’s,  account  of,  288, 
Morgan’s,  317. 

Morland,  William- Alexander, 

/o^^jLamberhurft  MANOR, 


301  ; Morland’s,  account  of, 
ibid. 

Mortimer,  Thomas,  4, 

Morvill,  Hugh,  131. 

Morys,  Roger,  358. 
MotTENDEN  MANORfl«^  PRI- 
ORY, in  Hedcorne,  326. 
Multon’s,  of  St.  CltTi, account 
oft  38.  94- 

Munn’s,  of  Berfled,  509,  327, 
Monday,  of  Derbyfhire,  21. 
Murray,  right  hon.  lord  George, 
jirefent  reilor  of  Hunton,  134. 
Murston  manor,  in  Holling- 
borne,  469. 

Mufkerry,  Charles  Maccarty, 
vifcount,  234. 

N. 

Nash  hamlet,  in  Leeds,  498. 
Na(h,  Gawin-Harris,  380. 
Natural  history,  2,  71, 
148,  170,  271,  346,  398. 
Nettlested,  parijh  of,  u8. 
Nettlerted,  in  Stockbury,  380. 
Neujtiker,  borough  of,  in  Wrot- 
ham,  7. 

Newington,  manor  of,  137, 

342.  563- 

Newnham  manor,  alias 
Thurnham  rectory, 
530- 

Newton,  Robert,  140, 
Nicholas,  Nicholas,  fojfejfes 
Boycourt,  in  Ulcomb,  393. 
Nifell  hoith,  borough  of , 220; 

MANOR,  inX unbridge,  219, 

220. 

Nifell’s,  ofWrotham,  14. 
Norden’s,  495. 

North,  Sir  Edward,  xn. 
Northfryth,  in  Tunbridge,  180, 
216,217,233. 

Northampton,  William  Parr, 
marquis  of,  267. 

Northumberland, Percy  *8,earls 
of.  3 >3.  570- 

Northumberland, JohnDudley, 
dukcof,53, 180,  216,  240.* 
Northivood, 
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l^ortJiioood,  in  Bicknnr,  564. 

Northwood,  \zAy,fad  accident 
of,  523  ; Sir  Simon 

de,  562. 

Northvvood’s,  of  Northwood, 
447,451,522,523,551,552, 
558,  586. 

Northwood’s,  of  Dane-court, 
409,  411. 

Norton,  Richard,  341  ; Dame 
Frances,  473  ; Sir  John,  448, 

449.  55»*  552.  558 

Norton’s,  of  Chart  Sutton,  ac- 
count of  , 355. 

Norton- PLACE,  in  Chart  Sut- 
ton, ibid. 

Not  ary  s Public,  created  131. 

Nuibrown,  William,  315. 

O. 

Oldberry-hill,  in  Ightham,  34 ; 
Roman  camp  at,  ibid. 

Oldborongh,  or  Oldberry  manor 
in  Ightham,  33. 

Old Farm^\n  Lamberhurft,  296. 

Old  Forgefarm,  in  Tunbridge, 
197. 

Oldhaye  MANOR  and  farm,  in 
Mereworth,  75,  89. 

Oldlands,  in  Yalding,  157. 

Ongley,  Robert,  lord,  357. 

Ongley’s,  of  Bedfordlhire,  ib. 

O’Neal,  Daniel,  413. 

Olborne,  Joh  n , A ugu  ft- 

pitts  MANOR,  in  Horfernon* 
den,  318. 

Ofborne’s,  of  Stockbury,  579, 
580,  582. 

Ofpringe,  manor  of,  325, 448, 
556,  562. 

Ofprii  ge,  Maifon  Dicu,  in, 

33c  334. 

Otham,  in  Suflex,  302. 

Oth  A M , farijh  of,  513. 

Otterden,  fiarijh  of,  533. 

Otteridge,  in  Berfed,  509. 

Ouldworth’s,  286. 

Outeridge,  Thomas,  pojfeffes 
an  eftate  in  Brenchley,  282. 


Oxen,  large  ones,  fatted  in  Kent, 
72,  92. 

Oxenden,  Sir  Henry,  hs^rr.poj- 
fejjes  Frid  farm,  in  Otterden, 
54',  542. 

Oxenden ’s,  of  Dean,  Barts. 
496,  576. 

OXENHOATH  KOROUGH  and 
MANOR,  in  IVeft  Fechham,  63. 

Oxford,  All  Souls  college,  in, 
7, pojfeffes  theadvovvfon  of 
Harrietfham  reftory,  460. 

Oxford,  Brazen  Nofe  college, 
in,  pojfeffes  Jennings  court, 
in  Yalding,  163. 

Oxford,  Cardinal’s  college  in, 
88,  I23’,  171 , 194,  239,  259, 
262,  264, 292, 303, 304, 316. 

Oxford,  St.  John’s  college  in, 

245-  . 

Oxford,  fcholarfhips  in,  242, 
244,  245. 

Oxford,  Vere’s,  earls  of,  165. 
P. 

Packman,  John,  of  Bcr- 
fted  parfonage,  512. 

Paine,  George,  281  ; Paine’s, 
of  Otterden,  account  of , 543, 
545,  546,  548. 

Pakenham,Hugh,42,436,  539. 

Palmer’s,  273. 

Panuwell,  Thomas  Smith,  pof- 
feffes  Caverley’s  seat,  in 
Tunbridge,  238. 

Papillon,  David,  poffeffes  Fair- 
lawn,  24,  51  ; bnipborne 
manor  and  advowfon,  51, 
53  ; Barons-place,  in  Mere- 
worth,  86  ; the  advowfon  of 
Tunbridge  vicarge,  254; 
David,  470  ; J.  R.  piejcnt 
vicar  of  Tunbridge,  255. 

Parkhurll’s,  409,  429. 

Parrocks  manor,  in  Brench- 
ley, 286. 

Patienden’s,  296. 

Pattenfon,  [ofiah,  433. 

Patelhull,  Hugh  de,  313,  432. 

Payne, 
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Payne,  George,  289,  290 ; Ri- 
chard, 314,  315  ; Payne’s, 
of  London,  account  of , 371, 

373* 

Peat  earthy  dug  on  Wrotham 
heaib,  7^ 

Peckham,  John  de,  58  ; Peck- 
ham’s,  of  Y aiding,  account  ofy 
16,  21,  185,  186,  339,  449, 

571- 

Peckham,  Little,  alias 
&&T,  Jiari/h  of,  56;  fre- 
cefitory  of,  52. 

Peckham,  Hast, /iari/h  of,<^\. 
Peende,  John  de,  331. 

Peers,  Allmott,  163. 

Pelham,  Sir  Nicholas,  86; 
Pelham’s,  471. 

Pelicans AT ,\n  Watringbury, 

1 14. 

P E M B u R y , parijh  of,  260. 
Pembrook,  Gilbert  Strong- 
bow,  earl  of,  204  ; William 
Marefchall,  earl  of,  366  ; 
Valence’s, earls  of,  367,377  ; 
Hallings’s,  368,  372,  377. 
Penhurft,  Robert,  170. 
Pen-court  manor,  in  Hol~ 
lingborne,  470. 

Pende,  Stephen,  381,  385. 
Penfhurlt,Halimot  manor,2i9. 
Pepenbury.  5cePembury. 
Pepyr,  Thomas,  562. 

Percy,  Sir  Henry,  570. 

Perrin,  Wm.  pcffeffes  Smith’s 
hall,  in  Well  Farleigh,  141  ; 
William-Philp,  161. 

Perry,  James,  357;  Perry’s, 
of  Lenham,  439. 

Petitioners,  Kentijh,  423. 
Petley,  George,  44 ; John, 
249,  254;  George,  249; 
Thomas,  357. 

Petley’s,  of  Downe,  224. 
Petley,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  pof- 
feffes  Hadlow-place,  183  ; 
Fromans  manor,  184,  and 
Crombury  manor,  in  Had- 
lovv,  185. 


Pett  hamlet,  \n  Stockbury,  573* 

Petyte’s,  of  Stockbury,  580, 
581,  582. 

Peverel,  Jeffry  de,  277,  550, 
555  ; Richard,  570. 

Pevington’s,of  Pevington,453. 

Peyforer’s,  407,414,535,550, 
558- 

Phi  LI  POTT'i, inJunbridge,Z2Y* 
Philipott's,  ibid. 

Piggott’s,  of  Cambridge,  162. 

Pimpe  manor,  in  Nettlclled,  1 2 1 . 

Pimpe,  John,  125  ; Pimpe’s, 
of  Nettlefled,  account  of,  12 1, 
288,  516, 

Pinke,  Alured.^io^^r  Monke  * 
ton  MANOR,  in  Otterden, 
541. 

Pippingheath  manor,  162. 

Pizein  well,  in  Watringbury, 
107,  108. 

Place-house,  in  'Nettlefled, 

119. 

Plaxtool,  district  ov , in 
Wrotham,  7,  22  ; chapel  of , 24. 

Plecy, college  of,  inEffex,  i66. 

Plot’s, of  Stockbury,  580,  581. 

Plumer,  William,  poffeffes  the 
court-lodge, in  Yalding,  1684 

Plummer’s,  of  Hollingborne, 

T,  '^75- 

Poley,  Rev.  John  Weller, 
ye^jTunbridge  priory, 240. 

Polhill,  Richard,  poffejfcs  Phi- 
lipoit’s,  in  Tunbridge,  224; 
Charlesyio^^j  Barden  ma- 
nor, 227,  and  HadlowT un- 
bridge MANOR, ibid.  David, 

423- 

Pollard’s,  98,  264,  268. 

Polley’s,  alias  Polhill’s,  of 
Wrotham,  8. 

Poole, Benjamin  FrantisTribe, 

435- 

Port,  Hugh  de,  465. 

Porter,  John.y/o^^er Fifh-ball, 
in  Hadlow,  188;  John,  290. 

Porter’s,  of  Laraberhurft,  ac- 
count of  300. 


Portmore, 
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Portmore,  Colyers,  earls  of, 

329- 

FoJler)i£,  fiarky  in  Tunbridge, 
216,  253. 

Po  (tern e,  tithery  of^  254. 

- Potman’s,  358. 

Potter,  Dr.  John,  27,  31. 

Potts,  Cuthbert,  and  others, 
fioffefs  Nettlelled,  and  tithery 
in  Stockbury,  581 . 

Potyn’s,  535. 

Powell,  Nathaniel,  350,  351, 
517;  Powell’s,  of  Wiarton, 
account  341. 

Poynings’s,  284,  313,  315, 
320,  32»,  432,  435,  570. 

Prat!,  Thomas,  Bege- 

ham  abbey,  304;  Pratt’s, ac- 
count  of,  ibid. 

Price,  Job-Hart,  392. 

Prioles  manor,  in  Pemhury, 
■ 268. 

Proftor,  John,  A M.  247. 

Proffit,  John,  428. 

Pulleyns  u a nor  , /«  Horfemoneien, 
318. 

Purbeck,  vifcount,  234  ; vif- 
countefs,  240. 

Purefoy’s,  464. 

Purfe,  Robert,  341. 

Putland,  George,  250;  Put- 
land’s,  of  Tunbridge,  286- 

a 

Queen  Elizabeth  vi/its  Bough- 
ton  Malherb,  402. 

Quelled,  Marc,  471  ; Samuel, 
498. 

Quintin’s,  20. 

R. 

Racket,  Michael,  521. 

Radmanden  manor  fa  Horfe- 
monden,  320, 

Radnor,  William-Bouverie, 
earl  of,  123,  130,  134,  143, 
168. 

Rainsford,  Sir  John,  122. 

Ray,  Roger,  542. 


Rayney’s,  harts,  f Wrotham, 
account  of,  14,  287. 

Rayton  manor.  See  Royton. 

Rayton,  Richard,  100. 

Read’s,  of  Chidingllone,  36. 

Reader’s,  of  Bredgar,  567. 

Reaves,  Stephen,  378. 

Reickyn,  Robert,  161. 

Remkyn,  Nicholas,  99  ; Rem. 
kin’s,  too. 

Revell,  Roger,  167. 

Reynoldes,  467. 

Richards,  John,  307. 

Richers’s,  of  Wrotham,  8. 

Richmond,  Charles  Stuart, 
duke  of,  537,  543. 

Richmond’s,  in  Wormfell,  562. 

Rider,  Ingr&m, /lojfejfes  Bough- 
ton  Monchefie  manor,  and 
court,  341  ; Rider’s,  account 
of,  340. 

Rinsted  court,  in  Frinftcd, 

557- 

Ripple  manor,  in  Holling- 
borne,  468. 

Rifhford’s,  in  Hedcorne.  See 
Ruflifords. 

Rivers’s,  of  Hadlow,  187,  191  ; 
of  ChafFoid,  harts  181,  188, 
189,  191,  192,  278. 

Roberts,  Sir  Walter,  147  ; John 
JioJfeJfes  part  of  Moailands,  in 
Brenchley,  289. 

Roberts’s,  of  Brenchley,  sr- 
countof,  288,  291  ; of  Glaf- 
fenbury,  289. 

Robenlbridge,  abbey  of,  268, 
299- 

Robins,  Francis,  A,  M.  of 
Town  Sutton,  372,  438. 

Rochefer  bridge,  8,  57,  72,  92, 
108,  120.  462. 

Roche^ct  ,hi//ioJisof,GnnA\i\phy 
13;  Hamo,  164;  Fiflier, 
335- 

Rochefter,  bishop  ok,  fojfejfes 

, part  of  Little  VVrothaiu 
eftate,  14. 

Rochefler, 
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Rochefter,  priory  of,  i8,  185, 

1 90*  2/1, 3I9>4^^*  45  ^’45  7 * 

546. 

, Rocherter,  DE  A N and  chap- 
ter OF,  /lojfefs  Yaldham  ri- 
thery,  ii>  Wrotbain,  18  ; 
parlonege  and  advowfon  of 
Well  Peckhain,68  ; Canons- 
court,in  Watnngbury,  114; 
Watiingbury  paribnage  and 
advowfon,  1 16  ; a penfion 
from  Tellon  church,  135  ; 
Weftfarleigh  parfonageand 
advowfon,  144;  advowfon 
of  Lamberhurlt  vicarage, 
509;  Badmonden  manor, 
in  Horfemondcn,  319; 
Boughton  Monchcnfie  par- 
fonagp  and  advowfon,  344  ; 
Amnery-gteen,  in  Chart 
Sutton,  3158  ; Chart  Sutton 
patfon  ge  and  advowfon, 
362 ; TownSuuon  parfonage 
and  advowfon,  373  ; ad- 
vowfon of  Eaft  Sutton,  383  ; 
Chilfton  tithcry,  41 1,  and 
Bewley  tithery,  in  Boughton 
Malherb,  413  ; Marley  ti- 
ihery,  in  Harrieifliam,  458  ; 
Moat-hall  manor,  in  Berf- 
ted,  509  ; Berllcd  parfonage 
and  advowfon,  511  ; Stock- 
bury  parfonage  and  advow- 
fon, 583. 

Rochford,.  George  Bulleyn, 
vifcount,  229. 

Rochford,  earls  of,  203. 

Rocilen,  borough  of,  aSo. 

Rogers,  Ricnard,  537. 

Rokeby,  Dorothy,  237. 

Kokefle,  Sir  Richard,  283, 

432- 

Rokefle’s,  313,  326. 

RoIfe’s,ofTunbndge,99, 100. 

Rollinfon,  Lock,  509,  527. 

Kommn  antiquities,  529;  camp 
of,  34;  road,  9,  128,  418; 
fat  ions,  9,  4I7. 

Roots,  Thomas,  248. 


Roper,  Mrs.  Margaret,  228. 
Ros,  Gosfrid  de,  18. 

R ofeacre-ftreet  hamlet,  in 
BerAcd,  506. 

Rofes  MANOR,  in  Bronrfield, 

503* 

Rowe,  Richard,  ofHawkwell, 
270. 

Roydon  hall  seat,  in  Eaf 
Peckham.  95. 

Roydon,  Thomas,  190;  Roy- 
don’s,  of  Ball  Peckham,  ac-  . 
, count  of,  95,  124. 

Royton  manor,  in  Lenham, 
.423. 

Rudlton’s,  339. 

Rugmerhill,  borough  of,  154",  136, 
31'* 

Rumney,  Rev,  John,  544. 
Rumpsted  manor,///  Hack- 

570* 

Runham  manor,  in  Lenham, 
426. 

Ruflell,  Thomas,  309,  527. 
Rush  FORDS  manor,  in  Hed- 
corne,  331. 

S. 

Sackville,  Sir  Richard,  229  ; 
Sackville’s  302, 303  ; Chrif- 
topher,  328. 

Salano,  John  de,  377. 

Sale,  Hodfoll,  J-cffeJfes  Ripple 
MANOR,  in  llollingborne, 
469. 

Salilbury,  Burnet, ^/j^/^3f,263. 

Salmon,  Robert,  461. 

Samplon,  Chriftopher,  567*; 
Sampfon’s,  of  Spelmonden, 
315- 

Sand,  white,  i emarkable  vein  of,, 
in  Thumb  am,  5 2 1 .• 

Sandivay,  in  Lenham,  417. 
Sandwach,  Nicholas  de,  513, 
Savage,  John,  lefee  ot  Weft 
Farleigh  parfonage,  144. 
Savage’s,  of  Boughton  Mon- 
chenfie,  account  of,  343  ; of 
Bobbing.  577. 


Seville, 
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SavUlc,  ofYorkfliire,  538. 

Sawbridgc,  John,  329  ; Samuel 
Elias  and  Wanley  jioffefs 
Hall-place  seat,  in  Otter- 
den,  544. 

Saxby,  William,  278. 

Say's,  453. 

Scarlet,  Robert,  58. 

Scelfe,  manors  of , 43  •* 

Scoles’s,  114. 

Scoteni,  family  of,  305,  308. 

ScOTNEY  MANOR,  in  Lambef- 
hurji,  297,  305. 

Scott,  Edward,  449. 

Scott’s,  of  Nettlelted,  122. 

Sedley’s,  of  Aylesfqrd,  harts. 

563- 

Selby,  John-Brown,  jiojfejfes 
the  Moat,  in  Ightham,  43  ; 
Selby’s,  of  the  Moat,  account 
of,  42  ; Selby’s,  of  Bayhall, 
267. 

Selling,  ^WW^rn,  Jirior  of  Cati- 
ter  bury,  463. 

Septvans’s,  468 ; of  Aldington, 
account  of  ^26. 

Sevenoke,  fchool  of,  246. 

Sewers,  neiv  comntiffion  of,  at 
Yalding,  157,  326. 

Shakerley’s,  of  Wrotham,  9. 

Sharfted,  de,  family  of,  82. 

Sharsted  seat, in  Dodding- 
ton,  540. 

Sharpeigh’s,  167. 

Shaw,  Sir  John  G.  bsrt.  jiof- 
feffesOi  SEAT  in  Yalding,  155  ; 

of  Jennings  court  ma- 
NOR,  in  Yalding,  163. 

Sheldon’s,  of  Aldington,  509; 
account  of,  527,  530. 

Shelve,  West,  alias  Nezo 
MANOR,  432,  540 ; 

Old  MANOR,  434;  Cobham^ 
alias  Eajl  Shelve  manor,  436. 

Shelve,  family  of,  435. 

Shelving,  John  de,  338. 

Ship  BOR  NE,/!arz///o/^,  45,  252. 

Shrimpton,  John,  141,161. 

Shurland,  Sir  Robert  de,  359. 
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Sidley’s,  of  St.  Clere’s,  account 
of,  38.  _ 

Sidney,  Sir  Henry,  240. 

Simmonds,  Henry,  toy. 

Simmons”,  Wm.  jioffcff'es  Stair 
TITHERY,in  Hadlow,  191. 

Skeffington,  Francis,  249  ; 
Skefiingion’8,rTccoa«^  of ,221, 

Ski  nners,  company  of,  in  Lon- 
don, 241. 

Smallwell,  Mr.  531. 

Skrene’s,  4. 

Skynner’s,  of  Weft  Farleigh, 
account  of , 142,  143,  168. 

Smeeth's  manor,  in  Horfemon- 
den,  318. 

Smith,  Richard,  igi  ; SirTho- 
mas,  244,  245,  247,  248; 
Mathew  pof  'efj'es  Hilden  ti- 
the r y,  in  'l'unbridge,254 ; 
Elizabeth  poffejfes  Holbrook 
MANOR,  in  Hedcorn,  343  ; 

of  Bough  ton  Monchen- 
fie  parfonage,  344  ; daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Mr.  pofeffes  Lef 
ted,  in  Chart  Sutton,  339  ; 
John,  Jirefeiit  viear  of  Chart 
Sutton,  364. 

Smith’s,  224;  of  Siitton-at- 
Hone  and  Bidborough,  229^ 
274,  275  ; of  Lefted,  358. 
See  alfo  Smythe. 

Smith’s-hall  seat,  in  Weft 
Farleigh,  140. 

Smythe’s,  of  Sutton-at-Hone 
and  Bidborough,  226,  237, 
274;  Smythe’s,  of  Leeds- 
caftle,  486. 

Snagjbroek,  in  Hollingborne, 
470. 

Snati’s,  147. 

Soame,  Sir  William,  167. 

SoMBRHILL  SHAT,  in  Tu7l- 
bridge,igy,2'^l. 

Somerhill,  baron  of,  203  ; Ri- 
chard Burgh,  baron  ot,  233. 

Somerye,  John  dc,  436. 

Sonds,  Mafer  Freeman,  513  ; 
Sonds’s,  of  Throvvley,  393. 

SoR  A N KS 
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SoKANKS  MANOR, /«  Stan/ied,  4. 
Sore  manor,  in  Plaxtool,  23. 
South, Southborough, 
in  Tunbridge,  197,  228  ; ti- 
thery  of,  254. 

Soutlidean  manor,  in  Stock- 
bury,  573. 

Southerden,  manor  of,  405. 
Southland’s,  of  Ickham,  331. 
Southolmenden  manor,/'/* 
Hedcorn,  332. 

South  frith,  otsTRiCT  or, 
itiTunbridge,  230. 

Southwell,  Sir  Robert,  9,  60, 
83,  85,  I to. 

Speldhurrt,^a;i/^'/  of,  247. 
Spencer,  Richard,  A.  M.  248. 
Spencer’s,  of  Chare  Sutton, 
account  of  360. 

Spender’s,  192. 

Spelmonden  seat,  in  Horfe- 
monden,  3 1 ij. 

Spilsted,  in  Eajl  Peckham, 

100. 

Spring,  remarkable  one,  346. 
Springhall,  Mr,  fojfejfes  the 
advowfon  of  Wichling  rec- 
553- 

Sprivers  seat,  in  Horfemon- 
den,  116. 

St.  Alban’s,  George,  duke  of, 
147  ; Charles,  earl  of.  203  ; 
Richard  Burgh,  earl  of,  233  ; 
Francis  Bacon,  vifeount, 

304- 

St.  Catherine’s  hofpital,  near 
the  Tower,  560. 

St.  Clere’s  manor  and 
seat,  in  Ightham,  37. 

St.  Clere’s,  John,  16;  St. 

Clere’s,  of  Ightham,  37,  38. 
St.  John  of  Jerufalem,  prior 
and  knights  of,  52,  59,  85, 
189, 251. 

St.  Leger’s,  of  Otterden,  368  ; 
account  ?/',  535  ; of  Ulcomb, 
33'.  34 '>  349>  account  of, 

388,  399/39S.443»449>453. 


455.  457»465*467»470*485> 

494,  496,  500. 

St.  Loe,  George,  18. 

St.  Mary  Grace,  abbey  of,  86, 
no. 

St.  Nicholas’s,  ofThanet,563. 

St.  Stephen’s,  Weftminller, 
free  chapel  of,  551. 

Stacev,  George,  227  ; Flint 
pojfejfcs  Stockbury  manor. 


577-  . . 

Stanhope.',  403,  account  of 
404,408,413. 

Stafford’s,  earls  and  dukes  of 
Buckingham,  159. 
Stafford’s,  earls  of  Stafford, 
179;  account  of,  212,  228, 

230- 

Stair,titheryof,\n  Hadlow,  191. 
Stanhope’s,  of  Boughion  Mal- 
herb,  523. 

Stanley,  '"Fhomas,  24;  Stan- 
ley’s, of  Weft  Pcckham,  ac- 
count of,  60. 

Stansted  jiarijhof,  i;  church 


of,  27. 

Stapleton,  Thomas,  lord  le 
Defpencer,  81. 

Stapleton,  Sir  Robert,  381. 

St  ED E- HILL  SEAT,  in  Har- 
rietjham,  449. 

Stede’s,  of  Harrietfham,  448  ; 
account  g/",  449,458, 459,  552. 

Stephurft,  borough  of,  324. 

Stidulfe’s,  99  ; of  Badfell,  257. 

Stirling,  Henry-Alexander, 
earl  of,  2 1 8. 

Stobei field,  borough  of,  280. 

Stock’s  290. 

Stockbury,  0^,  572. 

Stockihill  MANOR,  in  Breach* 
ley,  290. 

Stokenbuby,  borough  of,  102. 

Stone,  Thomas,  196. 

Stoneacre  is.  MiOVi, in  Otham, 


5'7- 

Stonehoufe,  alias  Moathall,  in 
Berlted,  509. 


Stonehoufe’Sy 
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Sfonehoufe’s,  68,  account  ofy 
507. 

Storm,  dreadful  one,  574. 

Strcatfeild,  Thomas,  poffejfes 
Bardenhoufe  farm,  in  Tun- 
bridge, 226  ; Bayhall,  in 
Pembury,  268. 

Streetwell,  in  Lenham,  417. 

Stringer’s,  330,  571. 

Strong,  William,  237.  =^50; 
John,  246. 

Strotton-ftreet  and  hamlet,  in 
Berfted,  506,  511. 

Stubberfield,  Alexander,  253. 

Studmore  manor, Brench- 
ley,  290. 

Sturry,  manor  of,  405. 

Style,  Sir  Charles,  hart,  jiof- 
y^rPowkesMANOR,  in  Me- 
reworth,  86  ; Watringbury 
and  Fowkes  manors,  113  ; 
lejfee  oi  Canon-court,  114; 
pofejfes  Pelicans  farm,  in 
Watringbury,  ibid,  lefee  of 
Watringbury  parfonage,ii6, 

Style,  Robe)  t,  prefent  re£l or  of  Me- 
reworth,  90 ; and  vicar  of  VT 3- 
tringbury,  118. 

Style’s,  of  Watringbury,  harts, 
account  of,  in,  115, 427,  556. 

Suliard’s,  43. 

Sutton  Valence  castle, 
account  of,  365. 

Sutton  place,  alias  Clen- 
KARDS,  371. 

Sutton,  EaU,  church  of,  373. 

Sutton  Valence.  See  I'ovvn 
Sutton. 

SwANTON. COURT  manor,  /« 
Mereworth,  84. 

Swayne,  George,  181,  188  ; 
Thomas  poffejfes  Goldwell 
tithery,  in  Hadlow,  192, 

Sydenham’s,  328. 

Sydney,  Sir  William,  42,  299, 
300  ; Sir  Philip,  232. 

Sydnor’s,  282,  284,  290,  292. 

6 y N D A L L , in  Lenham,  437. 


T. 

Talbot,  Geoffry,  13. 

Tate’s,  of  Stockbury,  576. 

TaTLINGBURY  MANOR,  in 

CapelL  194. 

Tatterfall,  Rev.  John  and  his 
wife,  as  truftees,  poffefs  Ot- 
terden  manor  and  place, 
538  ; B oardfield  manor  and 
HAMLET,  539  ; John, prefent 
vicar  of  Bredhur ft,  590. 

Tatterfail’s,  222. 

Taylor,  Sir  'Phoma $,6311.333  ; 
John,  468  ; William,  of  New 
Romney,  57 ? . 

Taylor’s,  of  Aldington,  527. 

Templer,  Rev.  John,  pojfeffes 
part  of  Southfrith,  in  Tun- 
bridge, 236. 

Tenham,  hundred  of , 324,  326. 

Terrey,  William,  567. 

Terry' s lodge,  in  Wrotham,  18. 

Tssron ,pari/hf,  126  ; house 
1 30. 

Thatcher’s,  of  Fr’nfted,  557; 
account  of,  558,  559,  560  ; of 
Wormfhill,  564. 

Thomas’s,  of  Lamberhurfl, 
count  of,  296. 

Thompfon,  Thomas,  571  ; 
Thompfon’s,  of  Lenham, 
439  ; of  Ulcomb,  386,  387. 

Thomfon’s,  of  Rochefter,  ac- 
count of  425. 

Thorne,  callle  of,  528. 

Thornicroft’s,  540 

Thornhill,  Sir  'J’imothy,  4S6. 

Thornhill’s,  588. 

Thorpe’s,  of  Rochefter,  580, 
581,  582. 

Thurnham,  pari/h  of,  520  ; 
MANOR,  506. 

Thurnham,  alias  Godard’s 
CASTLE,  528  ; account  of, 
529. 

Thurnham’s,  430. 

Thurfton’s,  580. 

Thwaits,  Thomas,  524. 

Tilden, 
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Tilden,  Richatd,  of  Brenchley, 
167. 

Tilden’s,  of  Marden,  289. 

Tilghman’s,  of  Frinlled,  427, 

557.  559- 

Tjppbr.idge  manor,  in  Pern- 
/>ury , 268. 

Touily  n,  Mr . /lojjejfes  a houfe  at 
Neupiker,  in  Wiotham,  7 ; 
hjjee  of  a moiety  of  Yaldham 
tithery,  19  •,poJjeJJes&  farm  at 
Great  Comp,  22. 

Tong,  Sufan,  166. 

Tort ing ton,  George-Bing,  vif- 
conrw,  Jiojfejfes  Well  Peck- 
ham  manor  and  preceptory, 
60  i Swanton-court,  in  Me- 
reworth,  86. 

Torrington,  Bings,  vifcounts, 
12. 

Totesham-hall  manor, 
in  Weji  Far  high,  141. 

Totelham’s,  ibid.  168. 

Toiun  tithery,  in  Tunbridge, 

254* 

Towne,  Thomas  atte,  339. 

Town  Sutton, oJ\  364; 
church  of,  383,  384. 

Tracy,  William,  131, 

Tregoze’s,  412. 

Trendherji,  denn  of,  in  Yald- 
ing,  169. 

Trotman,  Samuel,  370. 

T acker’s,  286. 

'Yvozh^'tfjiarijhof,  256. 

Tufton,  John,  378  ; Sir  John, 

403- 

Tu  N BRI  DC,E,loZVyof,  1 73, 1 74  J 
peravibulations  of,  1 74. 

Tunbridge,  parijh  of,ig6  ; ma- 
nor and  cajflle,  174,  178,  199, 
218  ; church  ol,  205  ; forefi 
of,  ibid. 

Tunbridge,  priory  of , 88,  123, 
157.  170,  194,  account  of, 

238,  258,  291. 

Tunbridge,  free  grammar 
fchool,  account  of,  241. 


Tonbridge,  Richard  de,  158, 
account  of , 203. 

Tunbridge,  barons  of,  202  ; 
vifcounts,  203,  233. 

Turner,  John,  51;  Tho- 

mapojfejfes  Honton  Manor, 
151  ; WiJIiarn  Horfemonden, 
450,  account  cf,  455,  518. 

Turner’s,  of  Huntcn,  ac- 
count of,  151;  " " ■ — • 

230. 

Turnham,  Michael  de,  302. 

Turvin,  James,  289. 

Tutlham,  John,  99. 

Tutfham.  5'ee  Totefnam. 

Twifden,  Sir  Roger,  4,  23  ; 
Twifden’s,  of  Bradbourn, 
168. 

Twyfden,  Sir  William  Jarvis, 
pojfejjes  Eaft  Peckham-court 
lodge,  95  ; Roydon-hall  98; 
Auborne  MANOR,  99;  Eaft- 
mere  manor,  100, and  Spil- 
fted  MANOR,  in  Eaft  Peck- 
ham,  100 ; lejfee  of  Eall 
Peckham  parfonage,  105  ; 
fojfef'es  Chart  manor,  hi, 
and  Wellbery  manor,  in 
Watrirgbury,  113;  Lome- 
vvood  MANOR,  in  Nettlefted, 
124. 

T vvyrdcn,lady  dow  tiger,  pojpjfes 
Gennings  se at,  inHuiuon, 
»47- 

Twyfden’s,  of  Eall  Peckham, 
harts,  account  of,  96,  190. 

Twykord,  hundred  of,  91  ; 
bridge,  156. 

Ty  nd  ale,  Wi  II  i a m , Bed - 

manton  manor,  in  Wormf- 
hill,  563. 

Tylden,  Richard  Cooke,  prefent 
reSlor  of  Frinjlcd,  i6i  ; Tyn- 
dale’s,  of  Wormlhill,  564. 

Tythe  wood,  in  the  Weald, 
cujlom  of,  125. 

Vag- 
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V. 

V 2gnlac.-e,  the  Roman  Nation, 9. 
1 Vane,  Sir  Henry,  account  of\ 
j 48;  vi/counrs,  24,  50,  53, 
j 86,  254.  470. 

, Vane’s,  account  of , 75,  47,  53, 
t 285,  316,  571. 

I Vane’s,  of  Fairlawn, 

I 48,  49;  of  Hadlow,  183, 
j 184,  185,  186,  188,  254;  of 
I T unbridge,  222. 

Vane’s.  See  alfo  'Pzne's. 
Vanlore,  barts.  account  of,  2x7, 
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Valence,  William  de,  367. 
Valoignes,  Sir  Wareiius  de, 
i 1^2,  family  of , 513. 

I Venn,  Rev.  Richard,  jiojfejfes 
\ the  advowfon  ofBidborough 
redlory,  275. 

Vicarage  houfe,  fngular  one, 

;68. 

' it  As,  former ly  in  Kent , 164, 

353.  480. 

I Kiner,  Thomas,  prefent  vicar  'of 
Taf  Peckham,  106. 

I'  iJckham.  See  Ulcomb. 
'Ulcome,  parijhof,  383. 

I Ulmer,  George,  ibid. 

I Ulller,  William  de  Burgh, 
earl  of,  230. 

I Unwin,  Mr.  333, 
lU/borne,  William,  leffee  of 
Moathall,  in  Berfted,  309. 

lUlherwood,  ikfr.ySfo^^jBram- 

bles  Manor,  in  Horfemon' 
den,  319. 

W. 

f I N GSTON  E,  hundred  of, 

1 ^73*  ^55 • 

PWade,  Rev.  Peter,  332  ; cap- 
tain John  poffejfes  Rilhfords, 
in  Hedcorn,  ibid. 
jWahull,  Simon  de,  261. 
IWaller’s,  of  Groombridge, 
292. 

rvValfingham’s,6o,  84,  85,240, 
424* 


Walter’s  folly,  in  Chan 
Sutton,  336. 

Walter’s,  337. 

Wandfworth,  Alban  de,  98. 
Wardens,  rr/fiix  Egerton,  manor 
of,  403. 

Wardens  seat,  /«  Watering- 
buyy,  1 1 4. 

W arde,  John,  /irefent  vicar  of 
Y aiding,  173. 

Warde’s, ofYalding,  ; 

Warde’s  poffefs  part  of  the 
parfonage  ot  Yalding,  and 
advowfon  of  vicarage,  172. 
Ware  hamlet,  in  Berfted, 
306. 

Warwick,  John  Dudley,  duke 
of,  55,  180,  2i6,  229,  232, 

240. 

WalTe,  — — , A.  M.  248. 
Water,  John,  alias  York  He- 
rald, 266. 

Water  ditch  farm,/;:  Otter  den, 
340. 

Waterhoufe,  Rev.  Mr  331. 
Waterman,  George,  318. 
Water-ftteet  HhM LET,  in  Len- 
ham,  41  7. 

Waters,  medicinal,  atTunbtidee 

241.  * 
Watringbury  ,pariJhof,  \ 06. 
Watton’s,  of  Addington,  1S6, 

339- 

Watts,  Mrs.  Sufan,  382. 
Weald,  boitndarles  of,  8,  128, 
138,  146,  397  ; difeourfeon 
by  Judge  Twifden,  125. 
Weald,  unpleafartt  to  tra-vel  in 
147.  ’ 

Weekley’s,  192. 

Weeks,  John,  461. 

Weldon’s,  of  Swanfeorhbe,  or. 
Weller’s,  of  Tunbridge,  221, 
240,  230. 

W ftBarnefteld ,h\xuAreA  of,^2z. 
Westbery  manor,  in  fra. 
tringbury,  113. 

Weltminlter,  St. Stephen’s,  cof. 
lege  in,  348,  394.408,  387. 

Wcflmoreland, 
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Weflmoreland,  Fane’s,  earls  of, 
account  of,  77,  99,  102,  1 52, 
162, 194, 196,258,259,287, 
360. 

W EST  Peckham  ,/treceptory  of, 
59,  190,  195. 

Wiarton  Hovsz,  in  Boughton 
Monchenfe,  341. 

WiCHLiNG.  parijhof,  549. 

Wickham,  William  of,  484. 

Wiffiii,  Margaret,  19. 

Wilford,  )oh«i,  201  ; Henry, 
444 ; Wilford’s,  of  Cran- 
brook,  422. 

Wilkinfon’s,  of  Lenham,  ill, 

433.  435»436. 

Willard,  John,  249. 

Willoughbye’s,  of  Chiding- 
ftone,  36. 

Wiiron,George,y42^^jFairfce, 
SEAT,  in  Stanlted,  5;  Eli- 
zabeth, and  others,  pojfefe 
Lamberh  urft  parfonage,  309. 

Wiltihire,  Bulleyn’s,  earls  ol, 

38. 

Wilmhurfl’s,  of  Lamberhurft, 
297.  ^ 

Winchelefmere.  See  Wichhng. 

Winder,  John,  pojfejfes  Old 
Shelve  and  Marlhall  ma- 
nors, 435. 

Windfor,  Anthony,  38. 

Wingfield  manor,  in  J'Fro- 
iham,  17,  20, 

Whatman,  James,  524. 

Whatmore,  Edward,  235. 
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THE  HUNDRED  OF  WROTHAM. 

W ESTWARD  from  the  hundred  of  Larkfield 
lies  that  of  Wrotham,  ufually  pronounced  Ruteham^ 
called  in  Domefday,  Broteham,  and  in  the  TexUts 
Roffenjis,  Wroteham. 

THIS  HUNDRED  CONTAINS  WITHIN  ITS  BOUNDS  THE 

PARISHES  OP 

1.  Stansted,  II  3.  Ightham,  and 

2.  Wrotham,  H 4.  Shiprorne. 


STANSTED 

LIES  the  next  parifh  north -weft ward  from  Trot- 
tefclive,  on  the  fummit  of  the  chalk  hill,  on  a ftony 
voL.v.  B foil^ 
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loll,  as  Its  name  implies,  Stane  fignifying  a flone, 
and  Jiede  a place  in  the  Saxon  language. 

Tins  PARISH  lies  in  a moft  unfrequented  dreary 
country,  upon  very  high  ground,  about  a mile  north- 
ward from  the  fummit  of  the  great  ridge  of  chalk 
hills.  From  its  high  fituation  it  lies  very  cold  and 
bleak,  being  much  expofed  towards  the  north  and 
north-eafl,  where  it  has  a beautiful  and  extended 
profpedb.  I'he  foil  of  it  is  very  poor,  confiding  ei- 
ther of  chalk  or  a red,  ftiff  earth,  both  mixed  with 
quantities  of  flint  (tones  ; in  the  weftern  part  there  is 
fome  coppice  wood.  The  church  and  village  through 
which  the  road  leads  from  A(h  to  Wrotham,  is  fitu- 
ated  at  the  weftern  part  of  it,  not  more  than  a mile 
from  the  twenty  fecond  mile  itone  on  the  high  Lon- 
don road  from  Farningham  .o  Wrotham  and  Maid- 
ftone.  In  the  eaftern  part  there  are  two  hamlets, 
called  Hodges-ftreet  arid  Farlee,  in  the  latter  of  them 
is  the  feat  of  Mr.  Wilfon,  which  will  be  further  men- 
tioned hereafter.  The  road  from  Longfield  through 
Hartley  bottom  leads  through  it  to  Trottcfclive. 

About  Eafter,  in  the  year  1666,  a pafture  field  in 
this  parifli,  which  is  a confiderable  diftance  from 
the  fea,  or  any  branch  of  it,  and  a place,  where  there 
are  no  fifh  ponds,  but  a fcarcity  of  water,  was  fcat- 
tcred  all  over  with  fmall  fi(h,  in  quantity  about  a 
bulhcl,  fuppofed  to  have  been  rained  down  from  a 
cloud,  there  having  been  at  that  time  a great  tem- 
ped of  thunder,  hail,  wind,  &c.  Thefe  fifti  were 
about  the  fize  of  a man’s  little  finger,  fome  were  like 
fmall  whitings,  others  like  fprats,  and  fome  fmaller 
like  fmelts.  Several  of  thefe  fi(h  were  ftiewn  pub- 
licly at  Maidftone  and  Dartford.* 

The  manor  of  Stansted,  which  is  fubordi- 
nate,  and  efteemed  as  a borough y belonging  to  that 
of  Wrotham,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  the  Illd. 

* vol.  20th,  No.  243. 

Shower  of  Young  Herrings. — On  the  Sth  of  was 
March  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Ula,  Argyllsliire, 
after  a day  of  heavy  rain,  were  surprised  to  find  iium- 
hers  of  small  herrings  strewed  over  their  fields,  per- 
fectly fresh,  and  some  of  them  exhibiting  signs  of  life. 

Similar  instances  of  showers  of  small  fish  are  well  au- 
iheiuicared.  The  solution  long  since  agreed  on  by  the 
learned  is,  that  they  have  been  taken  from  the  surface 
of  the  sea,  w'liere  they  happened  at  the  time  to  be 
swarming,  by  a water  spout,  and  carried  over  the  lanil, 
where,  on  the  breaking  of  the  column,  they  descended 
m what  the  writer  talla  “ the  down  pour  of  rain,” 
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was  in  the  pofiTefTion  of  a family  of  the  name  of  Gra* 
pincll,  by  a female  coheir  of  which  it  went  in  mar- 
riage to  William  de  Inge,  who  was  one  of  the  judges 
in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  II. 

In  the  tirft  year  of  which  he  procured  free  warren 
for  this  manor,  and  in  the  9th  year  of  it  a fair,  to  be 
held  there  yearly  on  the  feall  of  the  Aflfumption  of  the 
blefled  Virgin  Mary.  He  died  in  the  15th  year  of 
that  reign,  upon  which  Joan  his  daughter  married  to 
Eudo,  or  Ivo,  la  Zouch,'*  fon  of  William,  lord  Zouch, 
of  Haringworth,  became  entitled  to  it,  in  whofe  de- 
fcendants  it  continued  down  to  Henry  la  Zouch,  who 
died  polTelTed  of  it  in  the  26th  year  of  king  Henry  VI. 
Soon  after  which  it  appears  to  have  pafled  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Colepeper,  of  Aylesford,  whofe  eldeft  fon  Ri- 
chard, of  Oxenhoath,  was  afterwards  knighted,  and 
fucceeded  to  this  manor.  He  died  in  the  2d  year  of 
king  Richard  III.  anno  1484,  leaving  three  daughters 
his  coheirs ; Margaret,  married  to  William  Cotton,  of 
Oxenhoath  j Joice,  to  Edmund  lord  Howard,  and 
Elizabeth,  to  Henry  Barham,  of  Tefton.' 

They,  in  the  next  reign  of  king  Henry  VIT.  joined 
in  the  fale  of  this  manor  to  Thomas  Leigh,  of  Sibton, 
in  Lyminge,  whofe  fon  John  Leigh,  efq.  was  of  Ad- 
dington, in  Surry,  and  he  died  pollefTed  of  it  in  1544. 
His  grandfon  of  the  fame  name,  in  the  5th  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  devifed  it  to  Richard  Blunt,  alias 
Leigh,  his  natural  fon,  for  a long  term  of  years,  and 
died  in  1576  ; the  fee  of  it  was  afterwards  alienated  to 
Robert  Byng,  efq.  of  Wrotham,fheri(f  in  the  34th  year 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  who  died  four  years  afterwards, 
anno  1595.'*  His  great  grandfon,  John  Byng,  efq.  of 

Philipott,  p.  304.  See  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  690. 

' MSS.  pedigree  of  Colepeper.  See  Prefton,  in  Aylesford. 

There  is  a cafe  concerjung  this  manor  reported  in  Ci’oke 
Term  Mich.  9th,  Car.  imi.  Rot.  602.  See  likewife  Coke’s  Re- 
ports, p.  235. 
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Wrotham,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  IT.  pafled  it 
away,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  his  pofleflions  at  W rotham, 
and  elfewhere  in  this  neighbourhood,  to  William 
James,  efq.  of  Ightham,  whofe  direft  defcendant,  Ri- 
chard James,  efq.  of  Ightham,  is  the  prefent  proprietor 
of  this  manor. 

There  is  a manor  in  this  pari fh  called Soranks, 
which  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  was  held  by 
Ralph  de  Sandwich,  of  the  archbiftiop  of  Canterbury, 
as  one  quarter  of  a knight's  fee,  but  in  the  next  reign 
of  king  Edward  the  Ift,  it  was  got  into  the  pofieftion  of 
a family,  who  implanted  their  name  on  it,  one  of 
whom,  Edmund  Sorank  held  it  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  IL®  as  did  Roger  Sorank  in  the  20ch  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  This  manor  did  not  remain  long  in 
this  name,  for  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king 
Richard  II.  it  was  become  the  property  of  Thomas 
Mortimer,  of  Mortimer’s,  in  Cliff,  near  Rochefter,  and 
he  in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign  paffed  it  away  by  fale 
to  William  Skrene,  from  which  name  it  was  alienated 
to  Wood,  in  whofe  defendants  it  remained  until  the 
latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  when  Tho- 
mas Wood  paffed  it  away  to  Robert  Barefoot. 

He  died  in  the  ift  year  of  king  Edward  the  Vlth, 
being  then  poffeffed  of  this  manor,  and  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  arable,  and  wood  in  Stanfted,  held 
of  the  king,  as  of  the  manor  of  Otford,  by  knight’s 
fervice.  Thomas  Barefoot  was  his  fon  and  heir,  and 
he,  with  Catherine  his  wife,  in  the  2d  and  3d  year  of 
king  Philip  and  queen  Mary,  fold  this  manor  to  Henry 
Fanfhaw,  and  Dorothy  his  wife,  who  in  the  beginning 
of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign  alienated  it  to  George  Wife- 
man,  and  he  palTed  it  away  to  Launce,  in  whofe  de- 
fendants it  continued  till  it  was  conveyed  by  fale  to 
Mr.  John  Cox,  who  having  purchafed  of  Sir  Roger 
Twifden,  bait,  an  eftate  on  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  on 

* Book  of  Aid,  anno  20th,  Edward  Illd. 

the 
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the  eallern  fide  of  this  parifh,  built  a seat  for  his  refi- 
dence  on  it,  naming  it  Fairseat,  from  the  pleafant- 
nefs  of  its  profpeft,  the  extenfivenefs  of  which  has 
caufed  it  commonly  to  be  called  Fairjee.  Of  this 
family  there  are  feveral  memorials  in  Stanfted  church  ; 
they  bore  for  their  arms,  Sable^  a chevron  argent  be- 
tween  three  attires  of  a flag  fixed  to  the  fcalp  of  the 
fecond.  He  died  poflefled  both  of  this  manor  and  feat  in 
1736,  leaving  by  Hannah  his  wife,  who  furvived  him, 
John  Cox,  elq.  who  was  of  Fairfeat.  He  left  no  if- 
fue,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  only  filler  Sarah,  mar- 
ried to  George  Wilfon,  efq.  who  is  jointly  with  her  the 
prefent  poffelTor  of  this  manor  and  ieat. 

CHARITIES. 

Mrs.  Ai.ice  Hanbury,  time  unknown,  gave  by  will  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor,  the  yearly  fum  of  40s.  iiruing  out  of  the 
eftate  of  John  Burgh,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Andrew  Underfliaft, 
London,  which  has  not  been  paid  fince  the  year  1773. 

A PERSON  UNKNOW'N,  gave  to  be  diltributed  in  bread  to  the 
poor  of  this  parifh  in  general,  15s.  yearly,  in  land,  and  now  of 
that  annual  produce. 

Stansted  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  z pecu- 
liar of  the  archbilliop  of  Canterbuiy,  is  in  the  dennry 
of  Shoreham. 

. The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  the  blelfed  Vir- 
gin Mary,  is  only  a chapel  to  the  church  of  Wrotham, 
from  which  it  was  feparated  by  ordinance  of  parlia- 
ment, palled  in  1647,  and  made  a diltindl  church  of 
itfelf,  but  at  the  reftoration  in  1660,  it  returned  to  its 
former  ftate,  in  which  it  continues  at  prelent.  It  an- 
tiently  paid  fix-pence  chrifi/n  rent  to  the  mother  church 
of  the  diocefe. 

This  chapel  is  not  valued  leparate  from  VTotham 
in  the  king’s  books.  The  whole  emo-luments  of  it  are 
received  by  the  reflor  and  vicar  of  Wrotham,  as  an 
appendage  to  his  church  qf  W rotham,  and  he  appoints 
a curate  from  time  to  time  to  officiate  here. 

B 3 WROTHA.M. 
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W R O T II  A M.  , 

SOUTHWARD  from  Stanfted  lies  Wrotham, 
commonly  pronounced  Ruteham.  In  Domefday  book 
it  is  written  Brotehamy  and  in  the  Texttis  Roffenjis, 
Wroteham. 

The  parish  of  Wrotham  is  of  very  large  extent, 
being,  though  only  between  two  and  three  miles  in 
breadth,  near  five  miles  in  length  from  north  to  fouth. 

It  lies  of  courfe  in  various  fituations,  and  is  of  various 
foils.  The  village,  or  town  of  W rotham,  is  fituated 
at  the  foot  of  the  great  ridge  of  chalk  hills,  above  the 
fummit  of  which  this  pariili  extends  northward.  From 
this  hill,  called  here  Wrotham  hill,  which  is  here  lux- 
uriantly cloathed  with  fine  fpreading  beech  trees,  there 
is  a moft  beautiful  profpedt  fouthward  over  a variety 
of  country,  lying  in  the  vale  beneath,  of  vaft  extent, 
which  is  bounded  by  the  fand  hills  at  the  fouthern  ex- 
tremity of  it ; the  high  road  from  London  through 
Farningham  to  Maidftone  leads  through  this  town, 
which  is  a little  more  than  twenty-four  miles  from  Lon- 
don. At  the  entrance  of  it  is  the  manfion  ol  the  rec- 
tory, a handfome  houfe,  well  fiiited  to  the  income  of 
it,  and  on  the  oppofite  fide  the  road  ftands  the  churcli, 
and  the  fmall  remams  of  the  archiepifcopal  palace,  but 
yet  fufficient  to  remind  us  of  its  having  formerly  been 
fuch.  In  the  center  of  the  town  ftand  the  market- 
place and  public  well,  both  repaired  by  the  lord  of  the 
manor;  the  market,  which  was  on  a Tuefday,  has  been 
difufed  for  many  years,  but  here  is  a fair  held  yearly  on 
May  4,  for  horfes,  cattle,  Szc.  Oppofite  the  market- 
place is  Wrotham  place,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Haddock,  a 
further  account  of  which  will  be  given  hereafter. 
Hence  the  road  divides,  that  to  the  right  leads  to 
Yaldham  andightham,  and  to  the  left  the  London  road 

to 
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to  Maldftone  continues  Ibuth-eaftward  along  a chalky 
foil,  through  the  borough  of  Neupiker^  where  there 
is  a handfome  fafhed  houfe  belonging  to  Mr.  'Tomlyn, 
and  a fpring,  which  fupplies  the  rivulet  which  runs 
afterwards  by  Ford,  fituated  at  the  weftern  bounda- 
ries of  the  parifh,  next  to  Addington,  and  thence  by 
Leyborne  towards  the  Medway  -y  about  a mile  from 
Neupiker,  is  Wrotham  heath,  a barren  fandy  foil, 
both  red  and  black,  but  on  which  great  quantities  of 
peat  is  dug ; here  the  road  divides,  the  left  leading  by 
the  Royal  Oak  to  Maidftone,  near  which  are  the  two 
hamlets  of  Great  and  Little  Comp,  and  the  woods  of  that 
name,and  the  right  towards Ightham, the  antient Roman 
camp  on  Oldberry  hill,  and  over  Seal  chart  toSevcnoke 
and  Wefterham.  On  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  road  this 
parifh  extends  over  the  hill  to  Hale  borough  and  the 
hamlet  of  Plaxtool,  where  the  foil,  from  a fand  be- 
comes a deep  ftiff  clay,  and  though  a fertile,  yet  an 
unpleafant  miry  country.  The  chapel  and  llreet  of 
Plaxtool,  together  with  the  feat  of  Faii:lawn,are  fituated 
at  the  fouthern  boundaries  of  it,  next  to  Shipborne  and 
Weft  Peckham.  In  Plaxtool-ftreet  is  a good  houfe, 
built  by  Thomas  Dalyfon,  efq,  who  refidcd  here  till 
his  father’s  death,  when  he  removed  to  Hamptons,  in 
Weft  Peckham.  He  lies  buried  in  Plaxtool  chapel, 
and  his  cldeft  fon,  William  Dalyfon,  efq.  of  Hamp- 
tons, now  refides  in  it.  Near  the  laft  hill  above-men- 
tioned, but  ftill  within  the  circuit  of  this  borough,  are 
two  hamlets,  called  Piaxtool-ftreet  like  wife,  and  Crouch, 
the  latter  of  which  was  f ormerly  the  refidencc  of  the 
Millers,  Baronets, about  half  a mile  eaftward  from  whicJi 
is  the  large  trafl  of  woodland,  called  the**^jerft'  or 
Compwoods  y through  the  ocher  runs  a ftream,  which 
rifes  near  Ightham,  and  having  turned  a paper  mill  at 
Bafted  pafies  through  this  borough  towards  Weft 
Peckham,  Hadlow,  and  thence  into  the  Medw'ay. 
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That  part  of  this  parifli  which  lies  fouthward  below 
Comp-hill,  and  the  hill  above  Fairlawn,  is  in  the  dif- 
tri(51:  called  the  Weald,  though  there  have  been  feveral, 
who  have  contended,  that  all  that  part  of  Wrotham 
lying  below  the  chalk  hill  is  in  the  Weald  of  Kent,  and 
as  a proof  of  it,  urge  the  non  payment  of  tithe  for  the 
wood  in  thofe  parts  of  this  parifli.  But  the  general 
received  opinion  is,  that  the  Weald  begins  at  the  next 
fand  hill  above  Fairlawn  ; wood  being  exempted  from 
tithe  can  be  no  proof  of  its  being  in  the  Weald,  as 
there  are  fuch  large  diftri6ls  in  this  county  plainly  out 
of  it,  which  claim  and  enjoy,  as  yet,  a like  privilege. 

This  parifh  ought  antiently  to  have  contributed  to 
the  repair  of  the  fifth  pier  of  Rochefter  bridge. 

Befides  the  gentlemens’  families  mentioned  hereafter 
who  formerly  refided  in  this  parifli,  John  Richers,  a 
juftice  of  the  peace,  refided  here  in  1570,  a period 
when  that  office  was  truly  an  honor  to  thofe  who  were 
intrufted  with  it.  He  was  defeended  from  an  antient 
family  of  Swanington-hall,  in  Norfolk. 

W'illiam  Bryan,  efq.  of  this  parifh,  fon  of  John 
Bryan,  of  Kibworth,  in  Leicefterfliire,  by  Elianor, 
fifterof  Anthony  Watfon,  bifliop  of  Chichefter,  and  at 
length  heir  to  the  bifhop,  refided  here  in  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  and  bore  for  his  arms. 
Or,  three  piles  aziirey  a chief  ermine. 

A branch  of  the  family  of  Policy,  alias  Polhill,  once 
refided  in  this  parifh,  of  which  was  Sir  Thomas  Pol- 
icy, who  was  living  here  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I. 
Thefe  were  junior  to  thofe  of  Prefton,  in  Shoreham, 
but  elder  to  thofe  of  Chipfted  and  Otford,  in  this 
county.  John  Thomas,  gent,  was  of  Wrotham,  in 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  whofe  grandfon,  Wil- 
liam Thomas,  gent,  removed  to  Selling,  in  thiscounty. 
They  bore  for  their  arms.  Argent^  a fejs  dancettey  fahky 
between  three  Cornijld  choughsy  proper  J 

^ Viftn.  CO.  Kent,  1619.  Ped.  Thomas. 
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Thomas  Shakerley,  third  fon  of  Francis  Shakerley, 
of  Dicton,  in  this  county,  refided  at  Wrotham  in  the 
reign  of  king  James  I.® 

In  BJackfqle  field,  in  this  parifli,  Sir  Robert  South- 
well,  flieiiffof  this  county,  and  the  lord  Abergavenny, 
with  about  five  hundred  gentlemen  and  yeomen,  routed 
the  Ifleys  and  their  party,  who  were  engaged  in  Sir 
Thomas  Wyatt’s  rebellion,  in  the  firfi:  year  of  queen 
Mary’s  reign  ; the  rebels  were  purfued  from  hence 
near  four  miles  to  Hartley-wood,  many  of  them  were 
killed,  and  about  fixty  taken  prifoners.  Thofe  who 
were  flain  in  this  rencounter  were  buried  in  the  field  of 
battle.  Sir  Henry  Ifley  himfelf  efcaped  and  fled  into 
Hampfhire. 

Some  of  our  antiquarians,  as  Talbot,  and  after  him 
Lambarde,’’  have  conjedtured  Wrotham  to  have  been 
the  ftation  called  in  Antonine's  itinerary  Vagntaca^  but 
in  this  they  have  not  been  followed  by  any  one  elfe  that 
I have  feen. 

There  is  great  probability  that  the  Roman  military 
way  pafled  by  Of  ham  through  this  parifh  near  the 
Comps,  weftward,  towards  Oldboroiigh  and  Stone- 
ftreet,  as  will  be  further  mentioned  hereafter. 

About  feventy  years  ago  a confiderable  quantity  of 
Britifli  filver  coin  was  difeovered  in  this  parifli  by  a 
mole’s  calling  up  the  earth,  and  by  digging  after- 
wards, which  were  allfeized  by  the  lord  of  the  manor 
of  Wrotham. 

Pentaphyllum,  or  creeping  cinquefoil^  mentioned  by 
Dr.  Plot  in  his  hillory  of  Oxfordfliire,  as  a rare  plant, 
is  faid  to  grow  plentifully  on  one  fide  of  Wrotham 
town. 

Wrotham  was  given  to  Chrill-church,  in  Canter- 
bury, by  king  Ethelftan,  in  the  year  964,  and  continued 
part  of  the  polfelTions  of  that  church,  when  Lanfranc  came 

' Viftn.  CO.  Kent,  i6rg.  Pedigree  Shakerley. 

**  Leland’s  Itin.  vol.  iii.  p.  173.'  Burton’s  Anton,  p.  178. 
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to  the  fee  In  the  year  1070,  being  the  5th  year  of  the 
Conqueror’s  reign. 

On  the  divifion,  which  the  archbifhop  foon  after- 
wards made  of  the  revenues  of  his  church,  between 
himfelf  and  his  convent,  Wrotham  was  allotted  to  the 
archbifhop  and  his  fucceffors,  and  as  fuch  it  is  entered 
under  the  general  title  of  his  lands  in  the  furvey  of 
Domefday,  taken  about  the  year  1080,  as  follows  : 

In  Broteham  hundred,  Ihe  archhijhop  himfelf  holds 
Bioteham.  It  was  taxed  at  eight  fulings.  Hhe  arable 
land  is  twenty  earn  cates.  In  demefne  there  are  three  ca- 
rucates,  and  feventy-Jix  villeins^  with  eighteen  borderers ^ 
having  fourteen  carucates.  Hhere  is  a church  and  ten 
JervantSj  and  three  mills  of  fifteen  Jhillings^  and  nine 
acres  of  meadow  ; woody  when  fruitful  (in  acorns)  Juf- 
ficient  for  the  pannage  of  five  hundred  hogs. 

Of  this  manor y William  Difpenfator  holds  one  filling y 
and  there  he  has  one  carucate  in  demefney  and  two  vil- 
leins with  half  a carucate. 

Of  the  fame  manor  Goisfrid  holds  of  the  archbijloop 
one  filling y and  there  he  has  one  carucatCy  and  fix  vil- 
leinsy  with  one  borderer,  having  tzvo  carucates. 

Of  the  manor  itfelfy  Farman  holds  one  yoke  and  an 
half  of  the  archbifhopy  and  there  he  has  three  carucates, 
and  fix  villeins  zvith  izvelve  cottagers  having  two  caru- 
cates, there  are  ten  fervants. 

In  the  zi'hole  value,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the 
ConfeU'or,  this  manor  was  zvorth  fifteen  pounds,  and  af- 
terwards fixteen  pounds.  Now  the  demefne  of  the  arch- 
bifJjop  is  valued  at  tzventyfour  pounds,  and  yet  it  pays 
thirty -five  pounds.  Of  the  knights  eleven  pounds. 

What  Richard  of  I onebridge  holds  in  his  lozvy  is  va~ 
hied  at  fifteen  pounds. 

Walter,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  8th  year 
of  king  Edward  II.  had  a grant  of  a market  weekly  on 
a Thurfday  at  his  manor  of  Wrotham,  and  one  fair  on 
the  feaft  of  St.  George  yearly. 
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In  an  antient  taxation  of  the  archbifliop’s  revenues, 
this  manor  was  valued  at  eighty  five  pounds.* 

The  archbifliops  had  very  antiently  a palace  here, 
in  which  they  frequently  refided  till  the  time  of  arch- 
bifliop  Simon  Iflip,  who  came  to  the  fee  in  the  23d 
year  of  king  Edward  III.  who  having  a defire  to  finilh 
the  palace  at  Maidftone,  which  John  U fiord  his  pre- 
deceflbr  had  begun,  and  wanting  materials  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  pulled  down  the  greateft  part  of  this  houfe,  and 
tranfported  the  materials  thither,  in  which  fit  nation,  the 
manor,  with  the  remains  of  it,  continued  till  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  Thomas  Cranmer,  arch- 
bifliop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  29th  year  of  it,  conveyed 
it,  as  well  as  all  his  eftates  whatfoever  in  this  parifij, 
except  the  church  of  Wrotham,  and  its  appendages,  to 
that  king,  in  exchange  for  other  premiles  ; at  which 
time  the  fcite  and  demefnes  of  it  were  let  by  the  arch  - 
bifhop  at  the  yearly  rent  of  5I.  6s.  8d.  and  there  were 
paid  to  the  archbifhop  (who  referved  the  royalty  and 
rents  of  the  manor  to  himfelf)  from  the  farmers  and 
tenants  of  it,  of  antient  cuftom,  annually,  two  hundred 
and  fixty-four  hens,  valued  at  fixty-fix  Ihillings  ; 1159 
eggs  at  5s.  pd.  and  tv/o  geefe  at  ten-pence,'"  which  is 
noted  here  to  fiiew'  the  fmal).  value  of  thefe  articles 
at  that  time. 

King  Edward  VI.  iir  his  4th  year,  granted  to  Sir 
John  Mafon,  the  fcite  of  this  manor,  and  the  park  of 
Wrotham,  to  hold  ia  capite  by  knight’s  fervice.  And 
in  his  6th  year,  he  granted  to  him,  and  dame  Eliza- 
beth his  w'ife,  by  letters  patent,  the  manor  itfelf  in  fee, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  46I.  ics.  6d.  oi  fee  farm.  Sir 
John  Mafon  alienated  it,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  in 
the  3d  and  4th  year  of  king  Philip  and  queen  Mary,  to 
Robert  Byng,  who  refided  at  Wrotham,  mofl:  probably 
at  the  palace,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  quarterly,  Sable 

’ Battely  Somn.  pt.  2d.  Appendix,  p.  30. 

Deeds  of  Purchafe,  and  Augtn.  off.  Inrolm. 
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and  argent  in  the  JirJi  quarter y a lion  rampant  of  the 
[econd,  armed  and  languedy  gules}  About  which  time 
this  park  was  dtfparked,  at  leaft  it  was  fo  before  Lam- 
barde  wrote  his  Perambulation  in  1570.  It  lay  about 
half  a mile  fouth-eaft  from  Wrotham  church,  the  lodge 
of  it  is  ftill  remaining.  He  died  poITefled  of  it  in  the 
38th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth.  George  Byng,  efq.  his 
eldeft  fon,  by  his  firft  wife,  fucceeded  him  in  this  ma- 
nor, and  was  of  Wrotham.  He  demifed  it  in  leafe, 
for  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  to  Sir  Robert  Da- 
rell,  of  Calehill,  in  truft  for  particular  ufes,  and  died 
poflefled  of  the  fee  of  it  in  1616.  His  grandfon, 
John  Byng,  efq.  (whofe  eldeft  fon,  George,  was  created 
lord  vilcount  Torrington,  and  was  direct  anceftor  of 
the  prefent  lord  vifeount  Torrington)  fucceeded  him 
in  his  poireftions  here,  which  he,  foon  after  the  death 
of  king  Charles  I.  alienated  to  William  James,  efq.  of 
Ightham-court,  at  which  time  he  had  likewife  an  af- 
fignment  of  the  remainder  of  the  term  granted  to  Sir 
Robert  Darell,  as  above-mentioned.  His  great  grand- 
fon, William  James,  efq.  died  in  1780,  and  was  fuc-^ 
ceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon,  Richard  James,  efq.  of  Jght-f 
ham,  who  is  the  prefent  poflcfibr  of  this  manor,  the  re- 
mains of  the  palace  and  the  eftate  belonging  to  them. 

There  is  a court  leet  and  court  baron  held  for  this 
manor,  which  is  paramount  over  the  whole  hundred, 
at  which,  befides  the  conftables  of  the  upper,  and 
lower  half  hundred  of  Wrotham,  there  are  cholen  fix 
borlholders  for  the  fixvilles  or  boroughs  of  Wrotham 
town,  Stanfted,  Neupicar,  Wingfield,  Roughway,  and 
Hale  borough. 

The  palace  ftood  adjoining  to  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
church  yard,  there  are  hardly  any  remains  left  of  the 
houfe  itfelf,  though  there  is  a large  fubftantial  ftone 
building,  once  part  of  the  offices  belonging  to  the  pa- 
lace, and  in  which  1 imagine  the  Byngs  dwelt,  whilft 


* Viftn.  CO.  Kent,  1619.  Pfd'gi'ee  Byng. 
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in  pofiferfion  of  this  manor  and  eftate,  a gateway  here 
having  ftill  their  arms  remaining  carved  in  ftone 
on  it.  In  the  field  behind  the  ruins  are  marks  of  the 
garden,  a bowling-green  and  terras  round  it,  ftill  plainly 
vifible. 

Little  Wroth  am  is  a diftridl  in  the  north-eaft 
part  of  this  parilh,  next  to  Trottefclive,  which  in  the 
reign  of  the  Conqueror,  was  j>art  of  the  poftefiions  of 
Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  and  earl  of  Kent,  the  Conque- 
ror’s half  brother,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe 
lands,  it  is  thus  entered  in  the  book  of  Domefday. 

Ralf  Fitz ‘t lira! d holds  of  the  bijhop  (of  Baieux)  Li- 
te! Wroteham.  It  was  taxed  at  one  filling  and  an  half. 
Fhe  arable  land  is  ...  . In  demefne  there  is  one  carii~ 
cate  and  four  villeins y zvith  four  borderers,  having  two 
carucates.  Fhere  are  two  fervants  and  two  mills  of  four 
fillings,  and  two  acres  of  meadozv.  IV ood  for  the  pan- 
nage of  five  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Con- 
fefior,  and  afterwards  it  Was  worth  forty  Jhillings,  now 
fixty  floillings  and  fifty -four  pence. 

Richard  de  Lone  bridge  holds  in  his  lowy  what  is  worth 
thirteen  fhilUngs,  and  wood  for  the  pannage  of  fifty  hogs, 
and  the  king  has  in  the  fame  manor  zvhat  is  worth  fix- 
teen  pence. 

Goduin  and  Edwin  held  this  land  in  the  time  of  king 
Edward  the  Confefjor,  for  two  manors. 

On  the  difgrace  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  about  the 
year  1084,  this,  among  the  reft  of  his  poftefiions,  be- 
came confifcated  to  the  crown. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  I.  Geofiry  Talbot 
pofteflfed  the  manor  of  Little  W rotham,  the  grcareft 
part  of  which  he  gave  to  bifhop  Gundulph,  and  the 
church  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Rochefter,  which  gift  w'as 
thenconfirmed  by  the  king. 

In  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  the  bifhop  of 
Rochefter  paid  aid  for  half  a knight’s  fee,  which  he 
held  in  Little  Wrotham. 
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The  before-mentioned  part  of  Little  Wrotham, 
containing  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land, 
continues  at  this  time  part  of  the  poflefTions  of  the  bi- 
fliop  of  Rochefter,and  is  now  in  the  tenure  ofThomas 
Whitaker,  efq.  of  Trottefclive,  by  leafe  from  the  bi- 
Ihop.  The  otlier  part  of  it  containing  about  twenty 
acres  of  land  is  at  prefent  the  property  of  Mr.  Tom- 
lyn,  gent,  of  Neupiker,  in  this  parifh,  the  tithes  of 
both  parts  are  claimed  and  taken  by  the  heirs  of  Sir 
Richard  Bettenfon,  bart.  who  pay  from  thence  forty 
flieaves  of  corn,  or  as  the  reilors  leafe  exprelTes 
it,  forty  fliocks  of  wheat,  yearly  to  the  redlor  of 
Wrotham. 

Wrotham  place  is  an  antient  manfion,  fituated 
on  the  foLith  fide  of  the  High-ftreet  of  Wrotham  town, 
which  has  been  for  many  years  the  habitation  of  gen- 
lemen.  It  was  formerly  called  NyfleH’s,  from  a family 
of  that  name,  proprietors  of  it,  one  of  whom,  Thomas 
NyflTell,  died  pofieffed  of  it  in  1498,  and  lies  buried, 
with  Alice  his  wife,  in  this  church. 

When  this  name  became  extindl  here,  or  who  fuc- 
ceeded  them  I have  not  found ; but  in  the  reign  of 
king  James  the  Ifl:.  it  was  purchafed  by  John  Rayney, 
efq.  of  London,  who  feated  himfelfat  Wrotham-place. 
He  was  lineally  defcended  from  John  Rcignie,  for  fo 
the  name  was  written  in  old  deeds,  who  held  the  ma- 
nors of  Edgeford,  in  Devonfhire,  and  of  Smithely-hall, 
in  YorkHiire,  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  which. 
John  was  a defcendant  of  Sir  John  de  Reignie,  who 
appeared  by  the  muniments  of  this  family,  to  have 
been  poflefled  of  lands  in  Cumberland,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  III.  whofe  defcendant  William  Rayney, 
was  ol  Yorkfliire,  and  was  anceftor  of  John  Rayney, 
efq.  of  London,  above-mentioned,  who  bore  for  his 
arms,  Giilesy  two  wings  in  lure  ermine His  fon  John 
Rayney  fucceeded  him  in  this  eftate,  where  he  refided, 

“ Viftn.  CO.  Kent,  anno  1660,  and  MSS.  pedigree  of  Rayney. 
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and  was  made  a knight  at  the  coronation  of  Charles  I. 
and  in  1641  was  created  a baronet  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 
in  16 1 5 ferved  the  office  of  theriff  of  this  county.  His 
fon,  Sir  John  Rayney,  bart.  was  born  at  Wrotham- 
place  in  1660,  and  dying  in  1705,  was  buried  in  this 
church,  leaving  three  daughters  his  coheirs,  fo  that  the 
tide  became  extindt.  His  heirs  fome  few  years  after 
his  death,  conveyed  this  feat  to  Stephenfon,  who  ffiortly 
after,  about  the  year  1723,  conveyed  it  to  Captain  Ni- 
cholas Haddock,  fon  of  Sir  Richard  Fladdock,  comp  • 
troller  of  the  navy.  Captain  Haddock  was  afterwards 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  admiral  in  the  royal  navy,  and 
bore  for  his  arms,  Jrgenty  a crofs  fable^  in  the  jirjl 
quarter,  a jieur  de  Us  of  the  fecond.  He  refided  at 
Wrotham-place  occafionally,  till  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  happened  in  1746.  He  was  buried  in  a vault 
which  he  had  built  a few  years  before  his  death,  (his 
father  being  buried  there  in  a fcparate  one)  in  the 
church-yard  of  Leigh,  in  Effex,  in  which  parifh  he 
was  born."  He  left  three  fons,  Nicholas,  who  became 
his  heir  j Richard,  comptroller  of  the  nav}^  whofe 
widow  Mary,  one  of  the  four  daughters  of  Charles 
Compton,  fourth  fon  of  George,  earl  of  Northampton, 
re-married  Arthur  Scott,  efq.  and  Charles,  late  of  Can- 
terbury, efq.  and  a daughter  who  died  unmarried. 

Nicholas  Haddock,  efq.  the  eldell  fon,  fucceeded 
his  father  in  this  feat,  of  which  he  died  poffelled  in 
1781,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  and  heir-at- 
law,  Charles  Haddock,  efq.  who  now  refides  here ; 
he  married  Mifs  Medhurft,  of  Wrotham,  by  whom  he 
has  no  ifllie. 

Yaldham  is  a diftrlfl  in  this  parifh,  fituated  fome- 
what  lefs  than  a mile  and  an  half  weft  ward  from  Wro- 
tham church.  The  principal  manor  in  it  is  called 
East,  alias  Great  Yaldham  manor,  and  was  for- 
merly fo  called  to  diftingulfti  it  from  the  adjoining 

" See  Hiftory  of  Eflex,  8vo.  vol.  v,  p.  187. 
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manor  of  Weft,  alias  Little  Yaldham,  and  like  wife 
from  the  manor  of  Yaldham,  alias  St.  Clercs,  in  the 
parifh  of  Ightham.  The  original  name  of  thefe  ma- 
nors was  Ealdharriy  a name  which  denotes  the  antiquity 
of  them,  Eald  in  Saxon  fignifying  old,  and  ham  a 
dwelling. 

Thefe  three  manors  were  formerly  owned  by  a fa- 
mily of  the  fame  name,  one  of  whom.  Sir  Thomas  de 
Aldham,  was  with  Richard  I.  at  the  fiege  of  Aeon,  in 
Paleftine.  His  defeendant.  Sir  Thomas  de  Aldham, 
pofleifed  them  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  and 
dying  without  male  ilfue,  his  three  daughters  became 
his  coheirs,  the  eldeft  of  whom  married  Newborough, 
of  Dorfetlhire  j Margery  married  Martin  Peckham  ; 
and  Ifolda  wgs  the  wife  of  John  St.  Clere,  and  on  the 
divifion  of  their  inheritance,  Martin  Peckham  became 
entitled  to  that  part  of  the  eftate,  which  lay  in  Wro- 
tham,  as  John  St.  Clere  did  to  that  in  Ightham,  in 
right  of  their  refpe(5tive  wives. 

The  firft  of  this  name  of  Peckham,  diat  I have  met 
with  of  any  note,  was  John  de  Peckham,  who  attended 
king  Richard  the  Ift  to  the  fiege  of  Aeon,  in  Paleftine, 
in  the  year  1191,  from  whom  defeended  John  Peck- 
ham, who  held  the  manor  of  Peckham,  in  Hadlow,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  his  fon  was  Martin  Peck- 
ham, who  married  Margery,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Sir  Thomas  de  Aldham,  and  poffefled  the  manors  of 
Eaft  and  Weft  Yaldham,  in  this  parifh,  in  her  right, 
the  former  of  which  he  made  his  refidcnce,  where  his 
pofterity  continued  for  many  generations  j and  Wee- 
ver  fays,  (from  Francis  Thinne,  Lancafter  herald)  that 
the  two  tombs  near  the  door  of  this  parifh  church, 
were  thofeof  this  Martin  Peckham,  and  Margery  his 
wife.  This  family  bore  for  their  arms.  Ermine  a chief y 
quarterly  or  and  guleSy  which  coat  remains  in  one  of  the 
v>  indows  of  Barham  church,  and  underneath,  Jacobus 
Peccamy  His  grandfon  Reginald  or  Reynold  Peck- 
ham, efq.  was  of  Yaldham,  where  he  refided  in  the 
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latter  end  of  king  Edward  the  Illd.’s  reign,  and  then 
piirchaled  the  manor  of  Wingfield,  in  this  parilli.  His 
fon,  James  Peckham,  efq.  of  Yaldham,  was  fherifF  in 
the  ift  and  12th  years  of  king  Richard  II.  He  mar- 
ried Lora,  the  foie  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas 
Morant,  of  Morant’s-court,  in  Chevening,  and  widow 
of  Sir  Thomas  Cawne,  with  whom  he  had,  among 
other  eftates,  the  manor  of  Barftcd,  near  Borougli- 
green,  in  this  parifh. 

His  defeendant  James  Peckham,  efq.  of  Yaldham, 
was  fherifF  in  the  i '2th  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  as  was 
his  fon  Reginald,  or  Reynold  Peckham,  efq.  (as  he  is 
written  on  his  grave-ftone)  in  the  24th  year  of  king 
Henry  VII.  and  kept  his  fhrievalty  at  Harrietfham, 
and  on  his  father’s  death  fiicceeded  to  thefe  manors, 
and  the  manfion-houfe  of  Yaldham.  He  was  efquire 
of  the  body  to  king  Henry  Vlll.  and  dying  in  the  16th 
year  of  that  king’s  reign,  anno  1525,  lies  buried  in  this 
church,  among  others  of  his  family,  of  which  there  are 
feveral  graveffones  remaining. 

His  grandfon  Reginald,  or  Reynold  Peckham,  of 
Yaldham,  procured  his  lands  to  be  difgavelled  by  the 
afl  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  king  Edward  VI.  and  died  in 
the  ift  and  2d  year  of  king  Philip  and  queen  Mary, 
and  as  appears  by  the  efeheat  rolls  of  that  year,  pofTefFed 
of  the  manor  of  Aldham,  alias  Eft  Yaldham,  with  its 
appurtenances,  held  of  the  manor  of  Lullingflone-caftle 
by  knight’s  fervice,  and  the  manor  of  Parva,  alias  W elt 
Aldham,  and  the  manor  of  Downton’s-court,  of  the 
duke  of  Northumberland,  as  of  his  manor  of  Otford, 
by  knight’s  fervice,  and  he  held  at  that  time  the  lands 
called  Goldfmith’s,  in  this  parifli,  and  Stanfted,  near 
Compen  wood,  of  the  manor  of  St.  John’s,  in  Sutton. 
His  defeendant  Reginald  Peckham,  efq.  of  Yaldham, 
left  two  daughters  his  coheirs,  Dorotliy,  married  to 
Thomas  Chiffinch,  efq.  of  Northfleet,  by  whom  flie 
had  no  ilFue,  and  Anne  miirried  to  Bartlet,  efq.  of 
Weftminfter. 
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Reginald  Peckliam,  efq.  laft  mentioned,  alienated 
the  manors  of  Eafl;  and  Weft  Yaldham,  the  manfion- 
hoijfe  of  it,  Terry’s  lodge,  with  other  premifes  in 
Wrotham,  about  the  year  1713,  to  George  St.  Loe, 
efq.  captain  of  the  royal  navy,  and  commiffioner  of 
Chatham-yard,  wlio  bore  for  his  arms.  Argent^  on  a 
bend  fable^  three  annulets  or,  a martlet  in  chief  as  a dif- 
ference. He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Chiflinch,  efq.  of  Northfleet,  who  furvived  him,  and 
their  fon  and  heir  about  the  year  1733,  alienated  this 
eftate  to  Mr.  Francis  Auften,  of  Scvenoke,  who 
immediately  afterwards  pafled  it  away  by  fale  to  Wil- 
liam Evelyn  Glanvillc,  efq.  of  St.  Cleres,  in  Ightham, 
whofe  fon  and  heir,  William  Glanville  Evelyn,  efq.  of 
St.  Cleres,  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  Peckhams  were  the  laft  gentlemen  who  re- 
fided  at  Yaldham,  fince  which  it  has  been  ufed  as  a 
farm-houfe. 

The  courts  for  the  manors  of  Yaldham  have  not 
been  held  for  many  years. 

Gosfrid  de  Ros  gave  his  tithe  of  Ealdeham  for 
ever  to  the  monks  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Rochefter,  for 
the  good  of  his  wife’s  foul,  which  land  belonged  to 
Wrotham,  for  which  the  monks  were  to  celebrate  his 
wife’s  anniverfary  yearly. 

This  portion  of  tithes,  which  arofe  from  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land  in  this  parilh,®  continued 
part  of  the  pofieflions  of  the  priory  of  Rochefter  till  its 
diftblution  in  the  31ft  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  two 
years  after  which  the  king  fettled  it,  by  his  dotation 
charter,  among  other  premifes,  on  his  new-founded 
dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  with  whom  it  now 
remains.  ■ 

On  the  diftblution  of  deans  and  chapters  after  the 
death  of  king  Charles  I.  this  portion  of  tithes  ifluing 

“ See  the  names  of  the  fields  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  117.  and  the 
confirmations  of  thefe  tithes  in  Ibid.  p.  46,  48,  410,  506. 
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out  of  Yaldham  manor,  was  furveyed  in  1649,  in  or- 
der to  be  foJd  for  the  benefit  of  the  (late,  when  it  ap- 
peared that  it  confifted  of  the  whole  tithe  of  Stonefield, 
Broadfield,  Perryfield,  Dunnfield,  and  Perthfield,  all 
bounding  within  the  precindlsof  this  manor,  and  con- 
taining by  eftimation  one  hundred  and  forty-two  acres, 
and  was  let  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  anno 
10th  Charles  I.  for  twenty-one  years,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  6s.  8d.  and  two  good  capons ; but  that  they 
were  worth  in  improvements,  over  and  above  the  rent, 
7I.  13s.  4d.  yearly. P 

In  1770,  the  tenants  of  this  portion  of  tithes  were 
Nalh  Mafon,  efq*  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Wiffin,  fince 
married  to  Mr.  Tomlyn,  of  Neupiker;  the  latter  con- 
tinues in  polfefiion  of  her  part,  but  that  of  the  former 
' has  been  fold  to  William  Glanville  Evelyn,  efq.  the 
prefent  tenant  of  it. 

About  a mile  and  a half  eaftward  from  Wrotham 
church,  near  Addington  common,  lies  Ford,  fo  called 
from  the  ford  here  over  the  brook,  which  rifes  at 
Neupiker  in  this  parifh,  and  runs  clofe  by  this  houfe 
to  Leybourn,  and  thence  to  the  Medway.  Ford  was 
very  antiently  in  the  poflefiion  of  the  family  of  Clerke, 
very  frequently  written  in  old  evidences  le  Clerke, 
-whorefided  at  this  place,  and  bore  for  their  arms, 
Argent  on  a bend  engrailed  azure^  a cinquefoil  pierced  or. 

John  Clerke,  efq.  wasof  Ford,  in  the  reigns  of  king 
Henry  V.  and  VI.  His  Ton  and  heir  John  Clerke, 
was  made  fecond  baron  of  the  court  of  exchequer  in 
the  39th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  which  dignity  he 
feems  to  have  held  till  the  20th  year  of  E,dward  IV. 
anno  1479,  in  whofe  defeendants,  refidents  at  Ford, 
it  continued  down  to  William  Clerke,  efq.  of  Ford, 
who  was  a brave  and  valiant  gentleman,  and  in  1641 
received  the  honor  of  knighthood,  after  which  he  ma- 
nifefted  his  loyalty  to  the  king  by  raifing  and  arming 

P Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth  library,  vol  xiv. 
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a regiment  at  his  own  charge,  at  the  head  of  which  he 
was  flain,  together  with  Sir  William  Boteler,  in  the 
fight  between  the  king’s  forces,  and  thofe  of  the  par- 
liament, under  Sir  VVilliam  Waller,  at  Cropredy- 
bridge,  on  June  29,  1644.*^ 

His  widow  held  this  eftate  afterwards,  as  part  of  her 
jointure,  of  which  the  continued  poflefled  at  the  refto- 
ration  in  1660,  and  her  heirs  alienated  it  to  Mr.  John 
Know,  who  refided  at  Ford,  and  dying  poflefled  of  it 
in  1723,  was  buried  in  this  church,  bearing  for  his  arms. 
Argent  on  a bend  ingr ailed  gules ^ three  trefoils^  Jlipt  of 
the  firjl.  He  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Mary, 
who  had  married  Philip,  eldeftfon  of  Leonard  Bartho- 
lomew, efq.  of  Oxenhoath,  and  dying  in  1722,  left 
two  fons,  Leonard  Bartholomew,  efq.  of  Oxenhoath, 
and  John  Know  Bartholomew,  who,  by  his  grandfa- 
ther’s will,  became  his  heir,  and  fucceeded  to  this 
eftate  of  Ford.  He  died  without  iflue,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded in  it  by  his  brother  Leonard  Bartholomew,  efq. 
of  Oxenhoath,  who  likewife  died  without  iffue  in  1757, 
and  by  his  will  bequeathed  Ford,  among  the  reft  of  his 
eftates,  to  the  fecond  fon,  then  unborn,  of  Sir  Francis 
Geary,  bart.  admiral  of  the  royal  navy,  who  had  mar- 
ried Mary,  his  half  After,  which  fon  was  born  foon  after 
the  above  devife  of  this  eftate,  being  the  prefent  Sir 
William  Geary,  bart.  M.  P.  for  this  county,  who  at 
prefent  owns  Ford,  now  only  ufed  as  a farm-houfe,  and 
the  eftate  belonging  to  it.*^ 

T HE  HAMLET  OF  BoROUG  H-G  REEN  is  fltuatcd  aboUt 

a mile  fouthward  from  Wrotham  church,  on  the  high 
road  leading  from  Maidftone  to  Sevenoke  and  Wefter- 
ham,  which  here  crofles  the  parifh  from  the  weftward. 
Near  this  road  is  the  manor  of  Wingfield,  lying 
within  the  borough  of  that  name,  antiently  belonged 
to  the  family  of  Quintin,  in  which  it  remained  till  Gil- 

^ Clarendon’s  Hiftory  of  Rebellion,  vol.  ii.  p.  386. 

*■  See  Oxenhoath,  in  Well  Peckham. 
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bert  Qulntin,  and  Joane  his  wife,  in  the  31ft:  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  paflcd  it  away  by  fine  to  Reginald 
Peckham,  gent,  of  Yaldham,  in  whofe  defendants 
it  continued  to  James  Pcckham,  efq.  of  Yaldham,  who 
in  the  beginning  of  king  James  the  Ift.’s  reign,  alie- 
nated it  to  Nicholas  Miller,  efq.  of  Crouch,  then  called 
Horfnells  Crouch,  in  this  parifh,  who  kept  his  fiirie- 
valty  there  in  the  8th  year  of  king  Charles  I.  He 
died  in  1640,  and  lies  buried  in  this  church,  having 
at  his  death  given  both  Wingfield  and  Crouch,  to 
Nicholas  Miller,  his  grandfon,  fecond  fon  of  his  eldeft 
furviving  fon.  Sir  Nicholas  Miller,  of  Oxenhoath,  who 
was  of  Crouch,  gent,  and  died  polfelTed  of  both  Wing- 
field and  Crouch  in  1693,  and  was  buried  in  this 
church,  having  had  twelve  children,  five  fons  and  feven 
daughters.  Thefe  eftates  continued  fome  years  after- 
wards in  this  family,  and  till  they  were  at  length  car- 
ried in  marriage,  by  a female  heir,  to  Mr.  Munday,  of 
Derbyfhire,  and  he  fold  them  in  1756  to  Sarah,  lady 
vifcountefs  Falkland,  who  was  daughter  and  heir  of 
Thomas  Inwen,  efq.  of  Southwark,  and  firfl  married 
Henry,  earl  of  Suffolk,  who  died  in  *745,  by  whom 
fhe  had  no  iffue ; after  which  flie  married  in  1752, 
Lucius  Carey  vilcount  Falkland,  by  whom  file  had 
one  fon  and  feveral  daughters.  She  died  poffeffed  of 
both  Wingfield  and  Crouch  in  1776,  and  by  her  will 
devifed  thefe  eftates  for  life  to  her  hulband  Lucius  Ca- 
rey, vifcount  Falkland,  and  the  remainder  in  fee  to 
Francis  Motley  Auften,  efq.  of  Wilmington,  who  has 
fince  purchafed  lord  Falkland’s  intereft  in  them,  and  is 
now  the  prefent  poffeffor  of  them. 

' There  is  no  court  held  for  the  manor  of  Wing- 
field, and  the  manfion  of  Horfnels  Crouch,  fituated 
in  the  hamlet  of  Crouch,  is  now  converted  into  a 
farm-houfe. 

About  half  a mile  fouthward  from  W rotham  heath, 
in  the  road  from  thence  to  Mereworth  walks,  is  a dif- 
'tridl  in  which  there  are  two  small  hamlets  fituated 
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on  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  called  Great  and  Little 
Comp,  and  more  vulgarly  Camps,  no  doubt  from  their 
having  been  once  made  ufe  of  as  camps,  and  probably 
by  the  Romans,  their  military  v.'ay  running  towards 
their  camp  at  Oldberry,  and  to  Stone-ftreet,  at  a fmall 
diftance  only  from  thefe  places. 

Their  name  denotes  their  origin,  Comp  in  Saxon 
fignifying  a camp  or,  fortification. 

The  country  hereabouts  is  wild  and  rough  ground, 
covered  with  bufhes  and  fmall  fcrubby  trees,  and  near 
adjoining  fouthward  to  them  is  the  great  traft  of  wood- 
land called  Comp  and  the  Herft  woods.  .There  was 
formerly  a chapelhtlongmg  to  this  diftridl:,  the  remains 
of  which  are  ftill  vifible,  being  a chapel  of  eafe  to  Ley- 
borne,  and  built  on  a part  of  the  glebe  belonging  to 
that  redtory,  on  which  account  this  land,  though  fepa- 
rated  by  two  parifiies  intervening,  is  now  efteemed  as 
being  within  the  bounds  of  Leyborne  parifii.  In 
queen  Elizabeth  and  king  James  the  Ift.’s  reign.  Great 
Comp  was  the  refidence  of  Sir  John  Howell,  defcended 
out  of  Suffex,  who  bore  for  his  arms.  Argent,  a lion 
with  two  bodies  joined  at  the  neck  fabled  This  eftate 
has  been  many  years  pofiefled  by  the  family  of  Lam- 
bard,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Multon  Lambard, 
efq.  of  Sevenoke  j here  is  another  farm  belonging  to 
Mr.  Tomlin.  Lord  Defpencer  owns  a large  trad:  of 
the  woodland,  as  does  Sir  John  Honywood,  Mrs, 
Hughes,  and  fcveral  others,  different  parts  of  it. 

In  grubbing  up  a tree  near  this  place,  about  fixty 
years  ago,  great  numbers  of  fmall  folid  pieces  of  brafs 
were  found  under  the  roots  of  it. 

The  district  of  Plaxtool,  fituated  in  Halebo- 
rough,  though  now  an  appendage  only  to  the  parifh  of 
Wrotham,  was  made  a diftind:  parilh  from  it  by  ordi- 
nance of  parliament,  in  1647  in  which  ftate  it  re- 

’ Viftn.  CO.  Kent,  anno  16 1 9.  Pedigree  Howell, 

‘ Rufliworth’s  Hift.  Coil.  vol.  viii.  p.  979. 
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malned  till  the  reftoration  in  1660,  when  it  was  again 
united  to  Wrotham,  and  continues  fo  at  this  time. 

In  this  diftrift  there  is  a manor  called  Sore,  which 
antiently  belonged  to  the  family  of  Colepeper,  of  Pref- 
ton,  in  Aylesford. 

Walter  Colepeper  died  poflefled  of  it  in  the  firft 
year  of  king  Edward  III.  and  his  defcendants  conti- 
nued owners  of  it  till  Sir  Thomas  Colepeper,  of  Pref- 
ton,  alienated  it  about  the  end  of  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  to  Nicholas  Miller,  gent,  of  this  pariO-),  on 
whofe  death  in  1621,  it  came  to  his  fon,  Nicholas 
Miller,  efq.  of  Crouch,  fherifFin  the  8th  year  of  king 
Charles  I.  he  died  in  1640,  leaving  three  fons  and  four 
daughters,  of  whom  Nicholas,  his  eldeft  furviving  fon, 
fucceeded  to  this  eftate.  He  was  afterwards  knighted, 
and  was  of  Oxenhoath,  in  Weft  Peckham.  His  grand- 
fon.  Sir  Borlafe  Miller,  bart.  died  without  itliie  in 
1714,  and  was  lucceeded  in  this  manor  by  his  fifter 
Elizabeth,  then  the  wife  of  Leonard  Bartholomew, 
efq.  who  in  his  wife’s  right  became  intitled  to  it.  He 
afterwards  refided  at  Oxenhoath,  and  left  by  her  three 
fons,  Philip,  Leonard  and  Humphry. 

Leonard,  the  fecond  fon,  afterwards  poftefled  this 
manor,  and  married  Elizabeth,  only  daughter  and  heir 
of  Edmund  Watton,  efq.  of  Addington,  (remarried 
to  Sir  Roger  Twifden,  bart.)  his  fon  Leonard  Bartho- 
lomew, efq.  now  of  Addington-place,  at  lenght  fuc- 
ceeded to  this  manor,  of  which,  together  with  that  of 
Badlefmere  adjoining,  he  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr. — 
There  is  an  antient  and  very  remarkable  chapel  ft  ill 
remaining  in  the  manor-houfe  of  Sore,  which  was 
probably  made  ufe  of  by  the.  inhabitants  of  this  diftrieft 
in  general,  before  the  prefent  chapel  of  Plaxtool  was 
eredded. 

At  a fmall  diftance  fouthw'ard  from  Plaxtool-ftreet, 
lies  the  feat  of  Fairlawn,  the  houfe  of  which  is  at 
the  extremity  of  this  parilh,  part  of  tlie  ftables  belong- 
ing to  it  being  in  that  of  Shipborne.  It  was  formerly 
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accounted  a manor,  though  now  it  has  loft  all  remem- 
brance of  having  been  fuch. 

It  was  antiently  the  eftate  of  the  family  of  Bavent, 
of  whom  it  was  afterwards  held  by  the  family  of  Cole- 
peper.  Walter  Colepeper  died  poflefted  of  it  in  the 
ift  year  of  king  Edward  III.  holding  it  in  frank  fee  of 
Roger  de  Bavent,  In  which  name  it  continued  till  the 
latter  end  of  king  Henry  IV.  when  it  was  alienated  to 
Chowne,  whofe  defcendant,  John  Chowne,  refided  at 
Fairlawne,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  and  bore 
for  his  arms,  Sahle^  three  attires  of  a flag  in  pale,  ar- 
gent. His  defendants  continued  to  refide  here  till  Sir 
George  Chowne,  in  order  to  confine  his  poftelTions 
within  Suflex,  alienated  this  feat,  with  the  lands  belong- 
ing to  it,  to  Sir  Henry  Vane  the  elder,  comptroller  of 
the  houfhold  to  king  Charles  I.  after  which  it  continued 
the  refidence  and  eftate  of  his  defendants  down  to 
William,  vifount  Vane,  who  dying/  p.  in  1789,”  by 
will  gave  this  feat,  among  his  other  eftates  in  this 
county,  to  David  Papillon,  efq.  of  Acrife,  the  prefent 
owner  of  it. 

One  wing  of  the  manfion  of  Fairlawn  was  burnt 
down  in  1739,  and  a new  wing  built  in  the  room  of  it, 
which,  before  it  was  quite  finifhed,  was  again  deftroyed 
by  fire  in  1742,  and  was  again  rebuilt  by  lord  Vane. 

The  chapel  of  Plaxtool  ftands  at  the  weft  end 
of  the  village.  It  was  w'ithout  any  fixed  eftablilhment 
for  the  maintenance  of  a minifter,  or  for  the  repairs  of 
the  building  itfelf ; and  the  vicar  of  Wrotham  not  be- 
ing obliged  to  find  a curate,  divine  fervice  w'as  very 
feldom,  or  at  leaft,  very  irregularly  performed  in  it. 
To  remedy  which,  Mr.  Thomas  Stanley,  gent,  of 
Hamptons,  in  1638,  conveyed  to  Sir  Henry  Vane, 
and  four  other  feoffees,  a houfe  and  two  acres  of  land, 
valued  at  upwards  of  feven  pounds  per  annum,  for  the 
life  and  fupport  of  the  curate,  upon  condition  that  the 

“ See  more  of  the  family  of  Vane  under  Shlpborne. 
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inhabitants  of  it  fhould  raife  the  film  of  eight  pounds 
annnally  for  the  like  purpofe  ; in  default  of  which,  or 
the  fervice  of  the  chapel  ceafing,  the  bequeft  was  to 
revert  to  the  heirs  of  the  donor. 

In  the  year  1647,  an  ordinance  of  parliament  pafTed, 
to  divide  this  diftrift  from  the  parilb  of  W rotham,  and 
by  it  a colledtion  was  directed  to  be  made  throughout 
this  county  towards  erefling  a parochial  church  here, 
and  eftablifhing  a congregation  proportionable  to  it. 
In  confequence  of  which  the  prefent  chapel  was  erected 
in  1648,  which  by  an  infeription  at  the  eaft  end  of  it, 
is  faid  to  have  been  built  at  the  charge  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Hale  and  Rough  way  boroughs;  but  this  or- 
dinance being  rendered  of  no  effe<ft  at  the  reftoration, 
Plaxtool  became  again  united  to  Wrotham,  and  re- 
mains fo  at  this  time.  After  which  the  inhabitants  re- 
fufing  to  comply  with  Mr.  Stanley’s  terms  of  contri- 
buting towards  the  fupport  of  a minifter,  the  vicar  of 
Wrotham  allowed  a falary  of  twenty  pounds  towards 
it ; but  Mr.  Dalifon  (whofe  anceftor  had  married  Mr. 
Stanley’s  foie  daughter  and  heir)  infifting  that  as  the 
addition  was  not  made  by  the' inhabitants,  the  provifo 
in  his  bequeft  was  not  complied  with,  and  that  it  re- 
verted to  him  as  heir  to  the  donor ; a trial  at  law  was 
had,  when  it  being  determined  that  the  intent  of  the 
donor  was  fully  anfwered,  in  the  fum  being  given  by 
any  per  foil  whatfoever,  a decree  was  made  for  the  fu- 
ture payment  of  it. 

This  curacy  has  fince  been  augmented  with  two 
hundred  pounds  from  queen  Anne’s  bounty.  The  cu- 
rate of  it  enjoys  Mr.  Stanley’s  gift  to  it,  befides  a very 
handfomeand  adequate  falary  from  the  vicar  of  Wro- 
tham,  who  appoints  the  curate  from  time  to  time.  The 
prefent  curate  is  Mr.  Thomas  Dalifon. 

There  was  a houfe  and  land,  worth  about  twelve 
pounds  per  annum,  given  by  one  of  the  Miller  family, 
which  continued  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  curate  of  Piax- 
fool,  who  refided  at  it  till  about  the  year  i 50  ; when, 

upon 
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uponfome  difpute  with  the  vicar- of Wrotham  on  the  no- 
minating a perfon  to  this  curacy,  it  was  withdrawn  by 
Leonard  Bartholomew,  efq.  of  Oxenhoath,  and  has 
been  with-held  ever  fince. 


CHARITIES. 


Edwart  Dodges  gave  by  will,  to  be  diftributed  among  the 
poor  not  receiving  alms,  payable  out  of  land  in  this  parifli,  veiled 
in  the  churchwardens  and  overfeers,  the  annual  fum  of  5I.  and 
now  of  that  annual  produce. 

Dr.  Charles  Layfield  gave  by  will  in  1710,  the  fum  of 
4161.  15s.  8d.  in  O.  S.  S.  annuities,  veiled  in  the  accountant- 
general  of  the  court  of  chancery,  the  yearly  intereft  of  which, 
till  a purchafe  could  be  made,  and  afterwards  the  rents  and  pro- 
fits of  the  land  purchafed  to  be  received  by  the  churchwaidens 
and  overfeers,  to  be  applied  by  them  in  placing  out  apprentices 
one  or  more  child  or  children  of  induftrious  poor  of  this  parifli, 
who  do  not  receive  alms,  to  be  nominated  by  a general  veftry, 
and  the  yearly  lurplus,  or  if  any  year  no  child  fliould  be  placed 
out,  the  whole  produce  to  be  given  to  fuch  induftrious  poor,  in 
fuch  proportions  as  fliould  be  there  thought  fit  towards  their 
fupport. 

Mr.  Silas.  Chittenden  gave  by  will  in  1778,  to  the  poor 
of  the  borough  of  Plaxtool  the  fum  of  40s.  yearly,  to  be  given  in 
bread,  and  2s.  yearly  in  books,  to  be  paid  from  70I.  in  the  three 
per  cent,  confolidated  annuities,  and  now  of  that  annual  produce. 

A person  unknown  gave  a fack  of  wheat,  to  be  diftributed 
to  the  poor  of  that  borough  every  Good  Friday,  to  be  paid  out 
of  Stoneftyle-field,  now  vefted  in  John  Porter. 


Wrotham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  a 
fecidiar  of  the  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  is  as  fuch 
within  the  deann  of  Shoreham. 

The  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiftion  of  this  parifh  extends 
over  the  diftridt  of  the  chapelry  of  Woodland,  once  a 
parifh  of  itfelf,  the  civil  jurifdidlion  of  which  is  united 
to  the  parifli  of  Kingfdown,  though  on  the  decay  of  the 
chapel,  it  was,  in  the  i 5th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth 
united,  as  to  the  ecclefiaftical  jurifdidtion,  to  this  parifli,. 
the  redlor  and  vicar  of  which  have  a right  to  poflefs  all 
emoluments  arifing  from  it  till  another  chapel  is  built. 


The 
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The  ecclefiaftlcal  jurirdi£lion  of  this  parifh  extends 
likewife  over  the  adjoining  parilli  of  Stanftcd,  which 
is  accounted  as  a chapel  to  the  church  of  Wrotham. 
It  was  made  a diftin^  church  of  itfelf,  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  parliament  before-mentioned,  in  1647, 
which  ftate  it  remained  till  the  reftoration,  when  it  be- 
came again  united  to  the  church  of  W rotham,  and 
continues  fo  at  this  time. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  George,  is 
fituated  on  the  north  fide  of  the  town,  adjoining  to  the 
London  road  at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  It  is  a very  hand- 
fome  large  building,' confiding  of  three  illes,  a crofs 
ifle,  and  a large  chancel,  which  laft  was  new -paved  and 
otherwife  much  beautified  fome  years  ago,  by  the  late 
re6lor.  Dr.  John  Potter. 

There  feems  to  have  been  a redtory  and  vicarage 
belonging  to  this  church  very  antiently,  for  in  the 
15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  former  was  valued  at 
eighty  marcs,' and  the  latter  at  twenty  marcs.  How- 
ever, the  vicarage  was  not  endowed  till  the  middle  of 
the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  when  Simon  Ifiip,  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  at  the  requeft,  and  with  the 
confent  of  William  de  Ifleppe,  then  re6lor  of  this 
church,  with  the  chapel  of  Stanlted  annexed,  decreed, 
that  there  fhould  be  from  that  time  in  future  one  vicar, 
the  collation  of  whom  fhould  belong  to  the  archbifhop 
and  his  fucceflbrs,  and  he  feparated  the  portion,  which 
the  vicar  fhould  take  in  future  from  that  of  the  redtor, 
and  he  decreed,  that  the  vicar’s  part  fo  divided,  with 
the  permifTion  of  the  reftor,  fliould  be  as  follows  : 
Imprimis,  that  he  fhould  have  for  the  habitation  of 
himfelf  and  his  lucceflors,  a certain  houfe  lately  afligned 
to  the  vicar,  with  the  garden  adjoining,  as  wholly  and 
as  freely  as  the  vicar  formerly  held  the  fame,  and  all 
manner  of  oblations  in  whatfoever  things  they  fiiould 
in  any  manner  arife,  in  this  church  and  chapel  and 
elfewhere  within  the  parifh ; and  alfo  the  tithes  of 
lambs,  wool,  chickens,  pigs,  geefe,  ducks,  eggs,  bees, 

honey. 
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honey,  wax,  cheefe,  milk,  the  produce  of  the  dairy, 
flax,  hemp,  apples,  pears,  fwans,  and  alfo  of  pidgeons, 
merchandlfings,  fiflierles,  pafture  without  the  parks  of 
the  archbilhop,  onions,  garlic,  and  other  fmall  tithes  and 
obventions  whatfoever,  in  any  fhape  arifing  within  the 
bounds  and  limits  of  the  parifh  of  this  church  j and 
alfo  of  the  filva  cedua  of  faggots  and  fardels.  And 
that  the  vicar  Ihould  have  the  tithes  of  the  four  water 
mills  fituated  within  the  panfh  of  VVrotham,  and  alfo 
the  tithe  of  hay  growing  at  Hale,  Roghey,  and  Wyn- 
field,  within  this  parilh,  and  the  fmall  tithes  of  a place 
called  Pellefliolte,  titheable  to  the  church  of  Wrotham 
from  antient  time,  and  all  trentals  left  v/ithin  the  parifh 
of  this  church  and  chapel ; and  he  taxed  and  eftimated 
the  above  portion  at  the  fum  of  twenty  marcs,  and  de- 
creed it  ihould  pay  accordingly  to  the  tenth,  whenever 
the  fame  fhould  be  levied 

And  he  decreed  that  the  vicar  fliould  undergo  the 
following  burthens,  viz.  that  he  fliould  find  one  fit 
chaplain  to  celebrate  in  the  chapel  of  Stanfted,  and  to 
adminifter  to  the  parifliioners  there  all  facraments,  and 
facramentals  whatfoever,  and  to  cxercife  all  cure  of 
fouls,  and  w'hen  he  had  leifure,  and  the  other  part  of 
the  parifh  of  Wrotham  fhould  be  in  want  of  his  mi- 
niftry,  beyond  the  ufual  fervice,  that  he  fhould  give  his 
alliftance,  as  the  fame  fhould  be  enjoined  to  him  and 
the  vicar.  Moreover,  that  the  vicar  fhould  provide 
for  his  chaplain’s  celebrating  at  both  places,  bread  and 
wine  and  lights,  and  fliould  pay  the  procurations  due 
to  the  dean  of  Shoreham  at  his  vifitations,  and  fhould 
bind  and  repair  the  books,  and  caufe  the  veflments  to 
be  waflied  as  often  as  need  fliould  require.  But  that 
the  facrifi:  afligned  by  the  parifliioners,  according  to  an- 
tient cuftom,  Ihould  carefully  keep  them,  as  he  fliould 
anfwer  it  at  his  peril.  And  he  decreed,  that  the  vi- 
car of  this  church  for  the  time  being,  fliould  not  take 
any  thing  whatfoever  beyond  tiie^  above  portion,  or  un- 
dergo any  other  burthens  than  thofe  before  expreffed. 
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And  he  decreed,  that  the  vicar  and  his  chaplains, 
and  their  fuccellors,  fhould  take  an  oath  of  obedience 
to  the  re£lor,  that  he  would  neither  by  himlelf,  or  by 
any  other,  publicly  or  privately,  bring  any  damage  or 
burthen  to  the  redor  or  church,  and  that  he  lliould  not 
knowingly  ever  ufurp  to  himlelf,  any  thing  of  the  rec- 
tor’s portion.  And  he  further  decreed,  that  as  often 
as  the  vicarage  fliould  become  vacant,  the  rector  fltould 
take  all  and  fmgular  the  tithes,  and  obventions  whatfo- 
ever  alligned  as  before  mentioned,  to  the  vicar  of  it, 
and  arifing  during  the  time  of  fuch  vacation,  and  that 
during  the  fame,  he  fhould  undergo  and  acknowledge 
all  the  before-mentioned  burthens,  and  fhould  caule, 
as  well  the  faid  church,  as  the  chapel  of  Stanfted,  to  be 
ferved  in  divine  fervices,  laving  to  him  the  archbilhop 
and  his  fuccelTors  full  liberty  of  cerredting,  amending 
and  explaining  his  decree,  and  of  adding  to,  or  dimi- 
nifhing  from  the  fame,  as  often  as  need  fliould  require.'^ 

Thomas  Arundel,  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  in 
1402,  confirmed  the  above  endowment,  and  being  fre- 
quently requefted  by  John  Sonderefhe,  rector  of  this 
church,  to  infpect  the  faid  letters,  how  far  he  might 
with  juftice  expound  the  decree,  or  endowment  of  this 
vicarage,  which  in  feveral  parts  of  it  feemed  doubtful 
and  obfeure,  on  account  of  the  differences  and  difputes 
arifing  from  thence,  and  the  preventing  thofe  which 
might  probably  arife  in  future  ; the  archbifliop  there- 
fore having  examined  carefully  into  the  premifes,  de- 
creed, that  that  part  of  the  endowment,  where  men- 
tion is  made,  that  all  fmall  tithes,  and  obventions  what- 
foever,  fliould  belong  to  the  vicar,  ought  to  extend 
to  the  tithes,  oblations  and  obventions  therein  exprelTed, 
and  likewife  to  the  tithes  of  trades  and  of  calves,  for 
the  taking  of  which  there  had  been  no  fmall  conten- 
tion, and  that  all  occafion  of  difpute  might  be  pre- 
vented between  the  rector  and  vicar,  by  reafon  of  the 

* Regift.  Iflip,  fans  date  circa  an.  1364,  f.  205. 
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endowment,  he  decreed,  that  the  vicar  fhould  yearly 
receive  from  the  re6tor  for  the  time  being  13s.  4d.  in 
money,  and  four  cart  loads  of  wood  of  the  tithes  of 
Jilvacedua  of  this  parifli,  yearly  to  be  taken,  when  it 
Ihould  mod  fuit  the  vicar,  neverthelefs  by  the  direc- 
tion and  delivery  of  the  re6tor,  or  of  his/orww  tenens. 

And  in  recompence  of  which  13s.  4d.  of  the  tithes 
of  calves  and  of  trades,  and  of  the  fire  wood,  the  rec- 
tor of  this  church  for  the  time  being  fiiould  take  en- 
tirely all  manner  of  tithes  of  hay,  and  filva  cedna  of 
whatever  fort  or  quality,  the  fame  might  be,  the  de- 
cree of  his  predeceflbr  in  any  wife  notwithftanding, 
which  he  neverthelefs  decreed  to  remain  in  all  other 
parts  firm  and  valid,  faving  to  himfelf  and  his  fuccef- 
fors,  full  power  to  correff,  amend  or  explain  the  fame, 
and  either  to  add  to  or  diminifli  it,  as  often  as  need,  or 
reafon  required  it/ 

From  this  time  the  redtory  became  a fine  ewe^  and 
the  vicar  performed  the  whole  fervice  of  the  cure, 
though  they  both  continued  to  receive  inftitution  and 
indudion. 

The  redory  of  Wrotham  is  valued  in  the  king’s 
books  at5ol.  8s.  lid.  and  the  jTarly  tenths  at5l.  os.  pf  k 

i he  vicarage  is  valued  at  22I.  5s.  lod.  and  the 
yearly  tenths  at  19s.  lold. 

An  Indenture  was  executed  anno  6th  Elizabeth,  with 
the  queen’s  confent,  between  the  parfon  of  Wrotham 
and  George  Bing,  in  which  the  latter  conv^eyed  in  ex- 
change a court  lodge,  and  twenty-four  acres  of  land  to 
the  former,  and  his  fucccflbrs  in  free  alms,  in  lieu  of 
the  parfonage  houfe,  and  twenty-four  acres  of  glebe 
land. 

The  redory  of  Wrotham  continued  a fine  cure  im- 
propriate, under  a leafe  from  the  archbifiiop,  feparate 
from  the  vicarage  till  the  year  1715,  when  the  leafe 
expiring,  archbifhop  Tenifon  having  before  refufed  to 

* In  Libro  Aruiulelli,  pt.  ima.  folio  357. 
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renew  It,  conferred  this  preferment  on  the  vicar  Mr. 
Thomas  Curtcis,  fmce  which  both  thefe  preferments 
have  been  conferred  on  the  fame  perfon  who  has  a fe- 
parate  inftitiition  and  induction,  and  conforms  likewiic 
in  every  particular  to  the  a£t  of  uniformity  for  each. 

The  parfonage  houfe  is  a handfome  building  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  road  weftward  from  the  church. 
It  was  confiderably  improved  of  late  years,  firft,  by 
Mr.  Curteis,  and  next  by  Dr.  Potter,  who  was  the 
principal  benefactor  to  it,  and  expended  a large  fum  of 
money  upon  this  houfe  and  the  offices  belonging  to  It, 
during  the  time  of  his  holding  thefe  preferments.  The 
vicarage  houfe  is  ftill  remaining.  It  is  a mean  building 
fituated  in  that  part  ot  Wtotham  leading  to  Yaldham. 

The  extent  of  the  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiCtlon  of  this 
parlffi,  with  th*e  chapel  of  Stanlled,  is  very  great,  con- 
taining a Ipace  of  fix  miles  and  an  half  long,  of  which 
Stanfted  Is  two  miles,  and  three  miles  in  width,  befides 
the  chapel  of  Woodland.  There  is  an  exceeding  fine 
glebe  to  it,  and  the  firft  value  of  the  reCtory  and  vica- 
rage is,  as  I am  informed,  upwards  of  one  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum,  of  which  the  latter  is  computed  at 
three  hundred  pounds. 

CHURCH  OF  M'ROTHAM. 

PATRONS, 

Or  hy  iHiom  ref e f tied . 

Archhijliop  of  Catilerhury 


in  Newgate.  Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey, 
book  i.  p.  19. 

c Blomfield’s  Hiftorv  of  Norfolk, 
vol.  11.  p.  471 . 

^ Harris’s  Hift.  of  Kent,  p.  441, 


T See  the  endownaent  above, 
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h See  the  endowment  above.  He 
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PATRONS,  Cs’f. 

Archbijliop  of  Canterbury  ...  


e He  was  kinfman  to  archbiftiop 
VVarliam,  and  was  provoft  of  Wing- 
ham  college,  prebendary  of  St.  Paul’s, 
and  rc£Vor  of  Hayes,  in  Middlefex, 
and  archdeacon  of  Canterbury.  Batte- 
Icy’s  Som.  Cant.  pt.  ad.  p 158. 

f Alfo  redtor  of  Brafted  and  Chi- 
dingftone,  and  prebendary  ot  Canter- 
bury. Archbidiop  Parker’s  life,  p.  510. 

g Canon  of  VVindfor  and  reflor  of 
Hazely,  in  Oxon.  Wood’s  Ath.  Fafti, 
P-  177 

h On  the  death  of  Philip  Sandford, 
the  vicar,  who  died  in  Oftober,  1715, 
and  lies  buried  in  this  church,  he  was 
Collated  to  the  vicarage  of  it,  of  which 
he  was  before  the  rcAor. 

1 He  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  archbi- 
Ihop  Potter,  and  had  been  vicar  of 
Blackburn,  in  Lancafhire  ; he  was  af. 
terwards  archdeacon  ol  Oxford,  vicar 
of  Lydd,  and  prebenoary  of  Canter- 
bury, which  laft  he  refigned  on  being 
made  dean  of  that  church. 


HUNDRED. 

RECTORS. 

W^illiam  M'^arham,  Sept.,  ii, 
1517,  refig.  about  1533.® 
Andrew  Peerfon,  about  1 560, 
obt.  1570.* 

Robert  Grafton,  in  1572. 

Charles  Sonibanke,  S.  T.  P,  ob. 
0(ft.  12,  1638.* 

RECTORS  AND  VICARS. 

Thomas  Curteis,  A.  M.  I7i5» 
obt.  I 747.'* 

John  Potter,  S.  T.  P.  1747*  obt. 
Sept.  1770.' 

Hon.  James  Cornwallis,  LL.  D. 

1771,  vacated  in  1781.'' 

George  Stlnton,  S.  T.  P.  October 
1781,  obt.  1 783.' 

Charles  Tarrant,  S.  T.  P.  Augult 
1783,  obt.  Feb.  23,  1791."’ 
Richard  Levett,  1783,  the  pre- 
I'ent  reftor  and  vicar." 

$ 

k He  is  next  brother  to  Charles, 
marquis  Cornwallis.  He  had  been 
reAor  of  Ickham,  and  preb.  of  Weft- 
minfler,  and  afterwards  reilnr  of 
Boughton  Malherbe,  all  which  he  re- 
figned, and  was  afterwaids  dean  of 
Canterburv,  which  he  refigned,  and 
vacated  Wrotham  redlory  and  vicarage 
on  being  in  1781,  made  bifhop  of 
Litchfield. 

t At  the  fame  time  a difpenfation 
pafled  for  his  holding  Alhallows, 
Barking  vicarage,  in  London  ; at  his 
death  he  was  likewife  chancellor  of 
Lincoln,  and  prebendary  of  Peterbo- 
rough. 

He  held  likewife  by  difpenfation, 
then  palled  the  redlory  of  St.  George’s, 
Bloomlbury.  He  was  afterwards  dean 
of  Pcieiborough. 

n He  was  rcdlor  of  Berkfwell,  in 
Warwickihire. 
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WESTWARD  from  Wrotham  lies  Iohtham, 
fo  corruptly  called  for  Eightham,  which  name  it  had 
from  the  eight  boroughs  or  hams  lying  within  the 
bounds  of  it,  viz.  Eightham^  Re  dwells  Ivyhatch,  Bo^ 
rough-green,  St.  Cieres,  the  Moat,  Beaulies,  and  Old- 
borough.°  In  the  Textus  Rofenjis  it  is  fpelc  Ehteham. 

The  parish  of  Ightham  for  the  moftpart  is  in  the 
vale  between  the  chalk  and  the  fand  or  quarry  hills,  tho’ 
it  reaches  above  the  former  northward.  Near  the  chalk 
hill,  and  for  fome  diftance  fouthward  the  fame  foil  pre- 
vails, thence  it  is  an  unfertile  deep  fand,  and  at  the  boun- 
daries towards  Shipborne  a deep  clay  and  heavy  tillage 
land ; from  hence,  and  its  fituation,  however  healthy 
it  may  be,  it  is  by  no  means  a plealant  or  a profitable 
one.  The  parifh  is  very  narrow,  little  more  than  a 
mile  in  width,  but  from  north  to  fouth  it  extends  near 
five  miles,  from  Kingfdown,  above  the  hills,  to  Ship- 
borne,  its  fouthern  boundary.  At  the  foot  of  the  chalk 
hill  and  north-weft  boundary  of  this  parifh,  is  the  man- 
fion  of  St.  Clere,  and  not  far  from  it  Yaldham  ; about 
a mile  from  which  is  Ightham-court,  and  at  a little  dif- 
tance  further  fouthward  is  the  church  and  village,  fitu- 
ated  on  the  high  road  from  Maidftone  to  Sevenoke  and 
Wefterham,  which  here  crofies  thisparifli  by  the  ham- 
let of  Borough-green,  and  the  manor  of  Oldborough, 
or  Oldbery,  as  it  is  now  called,  with  the  hill  of  that 
name,  belonging  to  Richard  James,  efq.  of  this  pari  Hi, 
in  this  part,  and  by  Ivy- hatch  plain,  there  is  much 
rough  uninclofed  wafte  ground,  the  foil  a dreary  barren 
fand,  confifting  in  this  and  the  adjoining  parifli,  of  fe- 
veral  hundred  acres,  being  in  general  covered  with 
heath  and  furze,  with  fome  fcrubby  wood  interfperfed 

° Lamb.  Per.  p,  263.  Philipott,  p.  140. 
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among  them.  At  the  Ibuthern  extremity  of  the  pa- 
rilh,  next  to  Shipborne,  and  adjoining  to  the  grounds 
of  Fairlawn,  is  the  feat  of  the  Moat,  lowly  fituated  in 
a deep  and  miry  foil.  A fair  is  kept  yearly  in  this  pa- 
rifli,  upon  the  WedneOay  in  Whitfun  week,  which  is 
vulgarly  called  Coxcombe  fair. 

The  Roman  m////ary  zvay  leems  to  have  crofled  this 
paiifh  from  Ofham,  and  Camps  direbling  its  courfe 
weftward  through  it.  The  names  of  Oldborough,  now 
called  Oldberry-hill,  and  Stone-ftreet  in  it,  are  certain 
marks  ot  its  note  in  former  times. 

At  Oldberry-hill  there  are  the  remains  of  ^ very 
confiderable^  intrenchment,  which  is  without  doubt  of 
R-oman  origin.  It  is  fituated  on  the  top  of  the  hill, 
and  is  now  great  part  o^  it  fo  overgrown  with  wood  as 
to  make  it  very  difficult  to  trace  the  lines  of  it.  It  is 
ot  an  oval  form,  and  by  a very  accurate  meafurement, 
contains  within  its  bounds  the  fpace  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-feven  acres.  Juft  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  is 
an  entrance  into  a cave,  which  has  been  long  filled  up 
by  the  finking  of  the  earth,  fo  as  to  admit  a paflage  but 
a very  fmall  way  into  it,  but  by  anlient  tradition,  it  went 
much  further  in,  under  the  hill. 

The  whole  of  it  feems  to  have  been  antiently  ford- 
fiea  according  to  me  nature  of  the  ground,  that  is, 
where  it  is  Ids  difficult  of  accefs  by  a much  ftronger 
vallmi  or  bank,  than  where  it  is  more  lb.  In  the  middle 
of  It  there  are  two  fine  fprings  of  water.  The  vaft  fize  of 
this  area,  which  is  larger  even  than  that  at  Kefton,  in 
this  county,  takes  away  all  probability  of  its  having 
cen  a Roman  ftation,  the  largeft  of  which,  as  Dr. 
Horfley  oblerves,  that  he  knew  of,  not  being  near  a 
tenth  part  of  this  in  compafs.  It  feems  more  like  one 
of  their  camps,  and  might  be  one  of  their  cajlra  ajiiva 

m.s  count).  An  intrcnchmcnt  of  like  form  feems  to 

editor  of  Camden  thought  might  poffibly  be  Danifh. 

There 
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There  are  remains  of  a Roman  camp  at  Oldbury,  in 
Gloucefterdiire,  where  the  pafs  of  the  Romans  over 
the  Severn,  mentioned  by  Antonine,  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  by  Camden.  And  at  Oldbury,  near  Man- 
cheftcr,  in  Warwickfliire,  are  fuch  like  remains. 

Ightham  was  held  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III. 
by  Hamo  de  Creveqiier,  who  died  poffefled  of  it  in 
the  47th  year  of  that  reign,  anno  1 262,  leaving  Robert, 
his  grandfon,  his  heir.  By  his  wife,  Maud  de  Albrin- 
cis,  or  Averenches,  he  had  alfo  four  daughters,  Agnes, 
wife  of  John  de  Sandwich,  Ifolda,  of  Nicholas  de 
Lenham  j Elene,  of  Bertram  de  Criol  j and  Ifabel,  of 
Henry  de  Gaunt. 

Robert  de  Crevequer  left  one  fon,  William,  who 
dying  without  iffue,  his  inheritance  devolved  on  the 
children  of  three  of  the  daughters  of  Hamon  de  Cre- 
vequer, as  above-mentioned,  Agnes,  Ifolda,  and  Elene, 
and  on  the  divifion  of  their  inheritance,  Ightham  feems 
to  have  fallen  to  the  fliare  of  Nicholas,  fon  of  Bertram 
de  Criol,  by  his  wife  Elene,  above-mentioned.  He 
was  a man  greatly  in  the  king’s  favour,  and  was  con- 
ftituted  by  him  warden  of  the  five  portSj  fheriff  of 
Kent,  and  governor  of  Rochefter  caftle.  By  Joane  his 
wife,  daughter  and  foie  heir  of  William  de  Aubervill, 
he  had  Nicholas  de  Criol,  who  had  fummons  to  par- 
liament, and  died  in  the  31ft  year  of  king  Edward  the 
Ift.’s  reign,  pofiTefled  of  this  manor,  which  his  heirs 
alienated  to  William  de  Inge,  who  held  it  in  the  firlt 
year  of  king  Edward  II.  and  procured  free-warren  for 
his  lands  in  Eyghtham,’’  and  in  the  9th  year  of  it,  a 
market  here,  to  be  held  on  a Monday  weekly,  and 
one  fair  on  the  feafl;  of  the  apoftles,  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul.  In  which  lafl;  year  he  was  conftituted  one  of  the 
jullices  of  the  common  pleas. ^ He  bore  for  his  arms. 
Or,  a chevron  vert.  On  his  death,  in  the  15th  year  of 

P Rot.  Cart,  anno  i Edward  II.  No.  30. 

Dugd.  Orig.  p,  44..  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  65^1. 
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that  reign,  anno  1286,  Joane,  his  daughter,  married  to 
Eudo,  or  I VO  la  Zouch,  the  fon  of  William,  lord 
Zouch,  of  Harringworth,  by  Maud,  daughter  of  John, 
lord  Lovel,  of  Tichmarth,  became  entitled  to  it. 

His  defeendants  continued  in  the  pofl'effioii  of  this 
manor  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  when  it  was 
■alienated  to  Sir  Robert  Read,  ferjeant  at  law,  after- 
wards made  chief  juftice  of  the  common  pleas,'  who 
died  in  the  next  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  leaving  by 
Margaret,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  John 
Alphew,  efq.  of  Chidingftone,  one  fon,  Edmund,  one 
^ of  the  juftices  of  the  king’s  bench,  who  died  before 
him  in  1501,  and  alfo  four  daughters,  who  became  his 
coheirs,  and  on  the  partition  of  their  inheritance  this 
manor  was  allotted  to  Sir  Thomas  Willoughby,*  in 
right  of  Bridget  his  wife,  the  eldeft  of  them.  He  was  in 
the  29th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  promoted  to  the 
office  of  chief  juftice  of  the  common  pleas,  and  in  the 
3 1 ft  year  of  it,  he,  among  others,  procured  his  lands  to 
be  difgavelled  by  the  a<ft;  then  paffed  for  that  purpofe. 
He  left  Robert  his  fon  and  heir,  who  alienated  this 
manor  to  William  James,  third  fon  of  Roger  James, 
of  London,  who  was  of  Dutch  parentage,  and  coming 
into  England  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  was  firft  as  being  the  defeendant  of  Ja- 
cob Van  Haftrecht,  who  was  anticntly  feated  at  Cleve , 
near  Utrecht,  called  after  the  Dutch  falhion  Roger 
Jacobs,  and  afterwards  Roger  James,  alias  Haftrecht. 
This  Roger  James,  alias  Haftrecht,  had  feveral  fons 
and  one  daughter.  Of  the  former,  Roger,  the  eldeft, 
was  of  Upminfter,  in  Eflex,  whofe  defeendants  fettled 
at  Ryegate,  in  Surry.  William,  was  of  Ightham,  as 
before  mentioned  j Richard  had  a fon,  who  was  of 
Crelhell,  in  Eflex  ; John  was  of  Woodnelborough,  in 

Philipott,  p.  140,  See  more  of  him  under  Chidingftone, 
vol.  iii.  of  this  hiilory,  p.  219. 

^ See  Chidingftone,  Ibid. 
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this  county,  and  George  was  of  Mallendine,  in  Cliffy 
near  Rochefter.  William- James,  the  third  fon  of 
Roger  as  before-mentioned,  refided  at  Ighcham-court, 
as  did  his  fon  William  James,  efq.  who  was  a man 
much  trufted  in  the  ufurpation  under  Oliver  Cromwell, 
as  one  of  the  committee  members  for  the  fequeftration 
of  the  loyalifts  eftates,  during  which  time  he  was  in 
five  years  thrice  cholen  knight  of  the  fliire  for  Kent. 
His  fon  Demetrius  was  knighted,  whole  fon  William 
James  held  his  fhrievalty  for  this  county  here  in  1732. 
He  left  by  his  wife,  daughter  of  Demetrius  James, 
efq.  of  Elfex,  two  fons,  Richard  his  heir,  and  Deme- 
trius, late  re61;or  of  this  parifh,  and  a daughter  married 
to  Mr.  Hindman.  He  died  in  1780,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon  Richard  James,  efq.  now  of 
Ightham-court,  and  the  prefent  polTeflbr  of  this  manor. 
He  is  colonel  of  the  Weft-Kent  regiment  of  militia, 
and  is  at  prefent  unmarried.  The  original  coat  of  arms 
of  this  family  of  Haeftrecht  was,  Argent^  tzvo  bars  cre^ 
nelle^  gules  ^ in  chief  three  pheons  fable-,  which  arms, 
without  the  pheons,  are  borne  by  the  ieveral  branches  of 
James,  quartered  with.  Argent,  a chevron  between  three 
fer  de  molins  tranfverfe,  fable. 

St.  Cleres,  alias  fVeJi  Aldham,  fituated  in  the  bo- 
rough of  the  latter  name,  is  a manor  and  feat  in  the 
north-weft  part  of  this  parifh,  adjoining  to  Kemfing, 
which  was  formerly  called  by  the  latter  name  only, 
and  was  poflefled  by  a family  of  the  fame  denomina- 
tion, who  bore  for  their  arms,  Azure,  a pile,  or. 

Sir  Thomas  de  Aldham  was  owner  of  it  in  the  reign 
of  king  Richard  I.  and  was  with  that  king  at  the  fiege 
of  Aeon,  in  Paleftine.  His  defeendant  Sir  Thomas  de 
Aldham,  poftefled  this  manor  of  Aldham  in  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  II.  and  dying  without  male  ilfue,  his 
three  daughters  became  his  coheirj;,  the  eldeft  of  whom 
married  Newborough,  called  in  L.atin  de  Novo  hurgo, 
of  Dorfetihire  ; Margery  married  Martin  Peckham, 
and  Ifolda  was  the  wife  of  John  St.  Clere,  and  on  the 
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divifion  of  their  inheritance  this  manor  fell  to  the  fliare 
of  John  St.  Clere,  who  pofTeflTed  it  in  his  wife’s  right. ‘ 

John  de  St.  Clere,  written  in  Latin  deeds  De  San£Io 
ClarOf  died  poflelTed  of  it  in  the  beginning  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  leaving  Ifolda  his  wife  furviving,  on  whofe 
death  John  St.  Clere,  their  fon,  fucceeded  to  this  ma- 
nor, which  from  this  family  now  gained  the  name  of 
Aldham  St.  Cleres,  and  in  procefs  of  time  came  to  be 
called  by  the  latter  name  only,  and  their  defendants 
continued  in  pofTeflion  of  this  manor  till  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  when  it  was  alienated 
to  Henry  Lovel,  who  left  two  daughters  his  coheirs  ; 
Agnes,  who  married  JohnEmpfbn,  coufin  to  Sir  Ri- 
chard Empfon,  the  grand  proje(5lori  and  Elizabeth, 
married  to  Anthony  Windfor. 

John  Empfon  conveyed  his  moiety  of  it,  in  the  8th 
year  of  king  Henry  VlII.  to  Sir  Thomas  Bulleyn,  af- 
terwards created  earl  of  Wiltfhire  and  Ormond,  and 
father  of  the  lady  Anne  Bulleyn,  wife  to  Henry 
and  Anthony  Windfor,  in  the  loth  year  of  that  reign, 
pafTed  his  moiety  away  by  fale  to  Richard  Farmer,  who 
that  year  purchafed  of  Sir  Thomas  Bulleyn  the  other 
part,  and  fo  became  poflefTed  of  the  whole  of  this  ma- 
nor of  St.  Cleres.  In  the  28th  year  of  that  reign,  Ri- 
chard Farmer  conveyed  it  to  George  Mukon,  efq.  of 
Hadlow  who  removed  hither.  He  bore  for  his  arms. 
Or,  three  bars  vert  \ being  the  fame  arms  as  thofe 
borne  by  Sir  John  Mukon,  lord  Egremond,  whofe  heir 
general  married  the  lord  Fitzwaker,  excepting  in  the 
difference  of  the  colours,  the  latter  bearing  it.  Argent^ 
three  bars,  gules.  His  grandfon  Robert  Mukon,  efq. 
was  of  Sc.  Cleres,  and  lies  buried  with  his  anceftors  in 
this  church.  He  alienated  this  manor  and  efface,  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  I.  to  Sir  JohnSidley,  knight  and  ba- 
ronet, a younger  branch  of  thofe  of  Southffeet  and 

- Philipott,  p.  141,  and  374 

“ See  Hever,  vol-  iii.  of  this  hiftory,  p,  192. 
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Aylesford,  in  this  county,  who  creded  here  a manfion 
for  his  refidence,  which  is  now  remaining.  He  was 
defcended  from  William  Sedley,  efq.  of  Southfleet, 
who  lived  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  VI.  and  left 
three  fons,  of  whom  John  was  anceftor  of  the  Sedleys, 
of  Southfleet  and  Aylesford  ; Robert  was  the  fecond 
fon,  and  Nicholas  the  third  fon,  by  Jane,  daughter  and 
coheir  of  Edward  Ifaac,  efq.  of  Bekelborne,  afterwards 
married  to  Sir  Henry  Palmer,  left  one  fon,  Ifaac  Sid- 
ley,  who  was  of  Great  Chart,  created  a baronet  in  1621, 
and  fherifF  of  this  county  in  the  2d  year  of  Charles  I. 
whofe  fon  Sir  John  Sidley,  knight  and  baronet,  pur- 
chafed  St.  Cleres,  as  above-mentioned.’*'  He  left  two 
fbns,  Ifaac  and  John,  who  both  fucceeded  to  the  title 
of  baronet.  The  eldefl;  fon.  Sir  Ifaac  Sidley,  bart. 
fucceeded  his  father  in  this  eftate,  and  was  of  St. 
Cleres,  as  was  his  fon.  Sir  Charles  Sidley,  bart.  who 
dying  without  iffue  in  1702,  was  buried  in  Ightham 
church.  By  his  will  he  devifed  this  manor,  with  the 
feat  and  his  eflates  in  this  parifn,  to  his  uncle  John, 
who  fucceeded  him  in  the  title  of  baronet,  for  his  life, 
with  remainder  to  George  Sedley,  his  eldefl;  fon,  in 
tale  male.  But  Sir  Charles  having  been  for  I'ome  time 
before  his  death,  and  at  the  time  of  his  making  his  will 
of  weak  underftanding,  and  under  undue  influence.  Sir 
John  Sedley  contefted  the  validity  of  it,  and  it  was  fet 
afide  by  the  fentence  in  the  prerogative  court  of  Can- 
terbury. 

Soon  after  which  Sir  John,  and  his  fon  George  Sed- 
ley above-mentioned,  entered  into  an  agreernent,  by 
which  Sir  John  Sedley  waved  his  right  as  heir  at  law, 
and  his  further  right  to  contefl;  the  will.  In  confe- 
quence  of  which  an  aft  of  parliament  was  obtained  for 
the  fettling  in  truflees  the  manor  of  Weft  Aldham, 
alias  St.  Cleres,  with  its  appurtenances,  and  the  capital 


* Villn.  CO.  Kent,  1619,  PcfJ.  Sidley.  Kimber’s Baronetage, 
vol,  iii.  p.  I . 
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mefluage  called  St.  Cleres,  in  Ightham,  and  other  mel- 
Juages  and  lands  in  Ightham,  Wrotham,  Kemfing,  Seal, 
&c.  that  they  might  be  fold  for  the  purpofes  of  the 
agreement,  which  the  whole  of  them  were  foon  after- 
wards to  William  Evelyn,  efq.  the  fifth  fon  of  George 
Evelyn,  efq.  of  Nutfield,  in  Surry,  who  afterwards  re- 
fided  here,  and  in  1723  was  fheriffof  this  county. 

He  married  firft  the  daughter  and  heir  of  William 
Glanvill,  efq.  and  in  the  5th  year  of  king  George  I. 
obtained  an  a6l  of  parliament  to  ufe  the  furname  and 
arms  of  Glanvill  only,  the  latter  being  Argent^  a chief 
indented  azure,  purfuant  to  the  will  of  William  Glan- 
vill, efq.  above-mentioned.  By  her  he  had  an  only 
daughter  Frances,  married  to  the  hon.  Edward  Bof- 
cawen,  next  brother  to  Hugh,  vifcount  Falmouth, 
and  admiral  of  the  Britifh  fleet.  His  fecond  wife  was 
daughter  of  Jones  Raymond,  efq.  who  died  in  1761, 
by  whom  he  had  William  Glanvill  Evelyn,  efq.  who 
on  his  father’s  deceafe  in  1766,  fucceeded  to  St.  Cleres 
and  the  reft  of  his  eflates  in  this  county.  In  1757  he 
kept  his  fhrievalty  at  St.  Cleres,  where  he  refides  at 
prefent,  and  is  one  of  the  reprefen tatives  in  parliament 
for  Hythe,  in  this  county. 

He  married  about  the  year  1760,  Sufan,  one  of  the 
two  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Thomas  Borrett,  efq.  of 
Shoreham,  late  prothonotary  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  by  whom  he  had  a fon,  William  Evelyn,  elq, 
who  died  in  1788  at  Blandford-lodge,  near  Woodftock, 
by  a fall  from  his  horfe,  ast.  21,  and  unmarried  ; and  a 
daughter  Frances,  afterwards  his  foie  heir,  married  in 
1782  to  Alexander  Hume,  efq.  of  Hendley,  in  Surry, 
brother  of  Sir  Abraham  Hume,  who  in  1797 
royal  licence  to  take  and  ufe  the  name  and  arms  of  Eve- 
lyn only,  and  he  now  refides  at  St.  Clere. 

The  Moat  is  another  borough  in  this  parifh,  in 
which  is  the  manor  and  feat  of  that  name,  lying  at  the 
fouthern  extremity  pf  it  next  to  Shipborne,  which  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  was  in  the  pofTeffion  of 
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Ivo  de  Haiit,  and  his  defcendant.  Sir  Henry  de  Haiit, 
died  pofTeltcd  of  it  in  the  44th  year  of  Edward  III.  as 
appears  by  the  efcheat  roll  of  that  year.  His  fon.  Sir 
Edmund  de  Haut,  died  in  his  life-time,  fo  that  his 
grandfon,  Nicholas  Haut,  became  his  heir,  and  fuc- 
ceeded  him  in  the  pofledion  of  this  eftate.* 

He  was  nieriff  in  the  1 9th  year  of  king  Richard  U. 
and  kept  his  fhrievalty  at  Wadenhall,  in  this  county. 
He  left  two  fons,  William,  who  was  of  Bifliopfbonie  ; 
and  Richard  Haut,  who  fucceeded  him  in  this  eftarc, 
and  was  fherifFin  the  18th  and  nd  years  of  king  Ed- 
ward IV.  keeping  both  his  fhrievalties  at  this  feat  of 
themoat ; but  having  engaged,  with  feverai  others  of 
the  gentry  of  this  county,  with  the  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, in  favor  of  the  Earl  of  Richmond,  he  was  be- 
headed at  Pontefraft,  anno  i Richard  III.  and  after- 
wards attainted  in  the  3d  year  of  that  reign,  and  his 
eftates  confifeated.^  Quickly  after  which,  this  manor 
and  feat  were  granted  by  that  king  to  Robert  Braken- 
bury,  lieutenant  of  the  tower  of  i.ondon,  and  that  year 
fherifFof  this  county.  He  kept  poirefTion  of  the  Moat 
but  a fmall  time,  for  he  loll  his  life  with  king  Richard 
in  the  fatal  battle  of  Bofworth,  fought  that  year  on  Au- 
guft  22,  and  on  the  Earl  of  Richmond’s  attaining  the 
crown  was  attainted  by  an  adl  then  pafled  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  though  his  two  daughters  were  reftored  in 
blood  by  another  adl  four  years  afterwards,  yet  the  Moat 
was  immediately  reftored  to  the  heirs  of  its  former 
owner  Richard  Haut,  whofe  attainder  was  likewife  re- 
verfed,  and  in  their  defeendants  it  remained  till  the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  when  it  ap-^ 
pears  by  an  old  court  roll  to  have  been  in  the  pofteflion 
of  S ir  Richard  Clement,  who  kept  his  flirievalty  at  the 
Moat  in  the  23d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII  and  bore 
for  his  arms.  Abend  nebulee^  in  chief  three  fleiirs  de  Us 

* Philipott,  p.  142.  and  MSS.  pedigreeof  H.  ut. 

Rot.  Pat.  tjus  an.  Mcmb.  6.  Philipott,  p iij.2. 
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within  a border^  gobinaied.  He  died  without  any  le- 
gitimate 'iifue,  and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  this 
church.  Upon  which  his  brother,  John  Clement, 
and  his  fifter,  married  to  Sir  Edward  Palmer,  of  Ang- 
mering,  in  Suflex,  became  his  coheirs,  but  the  former 
fucceeded  to  the  entire  fee  of  this  eftate. 

John  Clement  died  without  male  iflue,  leaving  an 
only  daughter  and  heir  Anne,  who  carried  the  Moat 
in  marriage  to  Hugh  Pakenham,  and  he,  in  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  VL  joining  with  Sir  William  Sydney, 
who  had  married  Anne,  his  only  daughter  and  heir, 
pafled  it  away  to  Sir  John  Allen,  who  had  been  of 
the  privy  council  to  king  Henry  VIII.  and  lord  mayor 
of  London  in  the  year  1526  and  1536.  He  was  of 
the  company  of  mercers,  a man  of  liberal  charity. 
He  gave  to  the  city  of  London  a rich  collar  of  gold, 
to  be  worn  by  the  fucceeding  lord-mayors  : alfo  five 
hundred  marcs  as  a flock  for  fea  coal,  and  the  rents 
of  thofe  lands  which  he  had  purchafed  of  the  king,  to 
the  poor  of  London  for  ever  j and  during  his  life  he 
gave  bountifully  to  the  holpitals,  prifons,  &c.  of  that 
city.  He  built  the  mercers  chapel  in  Cheapfide,  in 
which  his  body  was  buried,  which  w'as  afterwards 
moved  into  the  body  of  the  hofpital  church  of  St. 
Thomas,  of  Aeon,  and  the  chapel  made  into  fliops 
by  the  mercer’s  company.  He  bore  for  his  arms, 
In  three  roundlets,  as  many  talbots  pa[jant,  on  a chief  a 
lion  pafant  guard  ant  between  two  anchors.^ 

pie  left  a Ton  and  heir  Sir  Chriflopher  Allen,  whofe 
fon  and  heir,  Charles  Allen,  efq,  fucceeded  his  father 
in  this  eftate,  and  refided  at  the  Moat,  which  he  af- 
terwards fold  at  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth  to  Sir  William  Selby,  younger  brother  of 
Sir  John  Selby,  of  Branxton,  in  Northumberland. 
He  refided  here  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  and  died 
greatly  advanced  in  years  in  161 1,  unmarried,  and  was 
buried  in  this  church,  bearing  for  his  arms,  Barry  of 

* Strype’s  Slow's  Survey,  bookiii.  p.  38. 
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of  prehistoric  man  which  have  made  his  collection  of  flint 
implements  famous  the  world  over.  The  footpath  can  be 
followed  through  Oldbury  to  Ightham,  where  it  rejoins 
the  main  road. 

At  lo^  miles  from  Westerham  we  reach  Ightham, 
well  worthy  a separate  excursion.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  picturesque  villages  in  Kent.  Its  Church  is 
full  of  interesting  memorials,  notably  an  effigy  of  Sir 
Thomas  Cawne,  who  died  possessed  of  The  Mote  in 
1374;  and  some  rich  monuments  of  the  Selby  family, 
later  owners,  including  the  curious  one  to  Dame  Dorothy 
Selby,  who,  it  tells  us  in  quaint  fashion,  foiled  the  Gun- 
powder Plot  by  deciphering  the  warning  letter  sent  to 
Lord  Monteagle. 

At  iiL  miles  from  Westerham  we  reach  Borough 
Green,  a small  village  on  the  Sevenoaks,  Maidstone  and 
Ashford  Branch  of  the  L.C.  & D.R.  miles  north  of  it  is 
the  village  of  Wrotham,  with  a Church  which  will  amply 
repay  a visit.  One  of  its  most  noteworthy  features  is  a 
handsome  oak  screen  of  the  fourteenth  century,  and 
it  . has  also  some  fine  brasses.  The  Archbishops  of 
Canterbury  had  a palace  here  until  1348,  and  adjoining 
the  churchyard  on  the  east  there  still  remain  a few  relics 
of  it. 

After  passing  through  Offham — which  has,  on  its 
village  green,  the  only  quintain  (a  facsimile  of  its  ancient 
predecessor)  extant  in  England — we  reach,  at  21  miles 
from  Westerham,  Maidstone,  but  for  particulars  of  the 
attractions  of  Kent’s  capital  and  its  surrounding  country 
we  must  refer  readers  to  yet  another  sixpenny  handbook 
issued  by  the  publishers  previously  referred  to. 
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twelve  pieces t or,  and  azure.  He  by  his  will  gave  this 
eftate  to  his  nephew.  Sir  William  Selby,  who  refided 
here,  and  died  likewife  without  ifl'ue,  and  by  his  will, 
for  the  fake  of  the  name  gave  the  Moat  to  Mr.  George 
Selby,  of  London,  who  afterwards  refided  here,  and 
was  fherlff  in  the  24th  year  of  king  Charles  I.  and 
bore  for  his  arms,  Barry  of  eight  pieces^  or  and  fable. 
He  died  in  i66y,  leaving  feveral  fons  and  daughters. 
Of  whom  William  Selby,  efq.  the  eldeft  Ton,  fuc- 
ceeded  to  this  eftate,  and  was  of  the  Moat.  He  mar- 
ried Sufan,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Rainey,  bart.  of 
W^rotham,  by  whom  he  had  feveral  children,  of  whom 
John  Selby,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon,  was  of  the  Moat,  and 
by  Mary  his  wife,  one  of  the  three  daughters  and  co- 
heirs of  Thomas  Gifford,  efq.  left  two  Ions,  William, 
who  fucceeded  him  in  this  leat  and  eftate  at  Ightham, 
and  John  Selby,  efq.  who  was  of  Tennis,  in  Fawkham, 
and  died  unmarried. 

William  Selby  refided  at  the  Moat,  of  which  he 
died  pofleffed  in  1773,  leaving  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Burroughs,  lurviying,  who  after- 
wards polTefled  this  feat  and  refided  here.  She  died 
in  1788,  and  her  only  fon,  William  Selby,  efq.  of 
Tennis,  having  deceafed  in  1777,  and  his  only  daugh- 
ter and  heir  likewife,  Elizabeth  Borough  Selby,  by 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  of  John  Wef- 
ton,  efq,  of  Cranbrook,  under  age,  and  unmarried  In 
1781.  This  feat,  with  her  other  eftates  in  this  county, 
devolved  to  John  Brown,  clq.  who  has  fince  taken  the 
name  of  Selby,  and  now  refides  at  the  Moat,  of  which 
he  is  the  prefent  pofl'effbr. 

The  park,  called  Ightham  park,  has  been  already 
mentioned  under  the  parifli  of  Wrotham,  to  which 
the  reader  is  referred. 

It  appears  by  the  vilitatlonof  1619,  that  there  was 
a branch  of  the  Suliards,  of  Brafted,  then  rcfiding  in 
this  parifh. 

John  Gull  refided  in  this  pariflv  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  and  died  here  in  1547. 

CHARITIES. 
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CHJRUIES. 

Henry  Pearce  gave  by  will  in  1545,  to  be  diftributed  to 
the  poor  in  bread  yearly  the  annual  fum  of  6s.  8d.  charged  on 
land  now  veiled  in  Cozens,  and  (he  gave  belldes  to  be  diftri. 
buted  to  the  poor  in  bread  at  Ealler  yearly,  40I.  now  of  the  an- 
nual produce  of  2I.  and  for  the  providing  of  books  for  poor 
children  to  learn  the  catechifin,  the  fum  of  lol.  now  of  the 
annual  produce  of  10s. 

Henry  Fairbrasse  gave  by  will  in  1601,  10  be  diftri- 
buted  in  like  manner,  the  annual  fum  of  il.  to  be  paid  out  of 
land  now  \el1:ed  in  William  Hacket. 

William  James,  es(^  gave  by  will  in  1627,  to  be  diftri- 
buted  in  bread  to  the  poor  every  Sunday,  the  annual  fum  of 
2I.  12s.  to  be  paid  out  of  lands  now  veiled  in  Rich.  James,  efq. 

George  Petley  gave  by  will  in  1705,  to  be  dillributed  in 
like  manner,  every  Sunday,  2f.  the  annual  fum  of  5I.  4s.  to  be 
paid  out  of  land  veiled  in  William  Evelyn,  efq. 

Elizabeth  James,  gave  by  will  in  1720,  for  the  education 
of  poor  children,  the  annual  fum  of  5I.  to  be  paid  out  of  land 
now  veiled  in  Elizabeth  Solley. 

I 

Ightham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  a 
■peculiar  of  the  archbifliop,  is  as  fuch  in  the  deanry  of 
Shoreham. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter.  Under  an 
arch  on  the  north  fide  of  it,  there  is  a tomb  of  free 
ftone,  having  on  it  a very  antient  figure  at  full  length 
of  a man  in  armour,  ornamented  with  a rich  belt, 
fword  and  dagger,  his  head  retting  on  two  cuttiions, 
and  a lion  at  his  feet,  over  his  whole  breatt  are  his 
arms,  viz.  A lion  rampant^  ermine^  double  queued.  This 
is  by  mott  fuppoied  to  be  the  tomb  of  Sir  Thomas 
Cawne,  who  married  Lora,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir 
Thomas  Morant.  He  was  originally  extradled  from 
Staffordlhire  : he  probably  died  without  ifllie,  and  his 
widow  remarried  with  James  Peck  ham,  efq.  of  Yald- 
ham.  His  arms,  impaling  thofe  of  Morant,  were  in 
one  of  the  chancel  windows  of  this  church. 

The  reftory  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
15I.  16s.  8d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  ns.  8d.  It 
is  now  of  the  yearly  value  of  about  200I. 
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The  patronage  of  this  redory  Teems  to  have  been 
always  accounted  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Ight- 
ham,  as  fuch  it  is  now  the  property  of  Richard  James, 
elq.  of  Ightham-court. 

CHURCH  OF  IGHTHAM. 


. PATRONS, 

Or  by  Tjhom  prefented. 

Lords  of  the  manor  Ightham ... 


a He  was  alfo  reftor  of  Chevening, 
aod  preb.of  Wingham,  and  lies  buried 
in  this  church  VVeever,  p.  327. 

• If  And  v4caT  of  Farningham,  where 
he  lies  buried.  * 
c See  Rulhworth,  vol,  vi.  p.  277. 


RECTORS. 

Richard AJlall^  A.  M.  ob.  Aug 
21,  1946.® 

Hefiry  Far  brace,  A.  M,  obt. 
Feb.  21,  i6or.'’ 

Hart,  obc.  1628. 

Grimes,  in  1643.*^ 

Alexander,  ejected  1662.'* 

John  Hickford,  in  1690. 

Ralph  Leigh,  1744,  obt.  May 
1760. 

Halford,  obt.  1763. 

Samuel  Dawfoii,  A.  M,  infi. 

1763,  obt.  1769. 

Temple  Henry  Croker,  A.  M.  pre« 
Tented  1769,  obt.  1773. 
Demetrius  James,  1773,  obt. 
Feb.  1781.' 

Peter  James,  Feb.  1781,  obt. 
Sept.  1794/ 

George  Bithe/ea,  A.  M.  Notr. 
1791,  the  prcfent  reftor. 

/ 

Ejefted  by  the  Bartholomew  A<5. 
Cal.  Life  of  Baxter,  p.  286. 

6 Second  fon  of  William  James, 
efq.  late  lord  of  the  manor. 

f He  was  mafter  of  Greenwich 
academy. 


SHIPBORNE. 

southward  from  Ightham  lies  Ship  borne, 
called  in  the  Textus  Roffenjis,  Sc^iburna. 

This  parish  lies  the  greateft  part  of  it  below  the 
fand  hills,  and  confequently  in  that  part  of  this 

county 
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county  called  the  Weald.  The  village  Is  fituated  at 
a fmall  diftance  Ibuthward  from  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
round  Sliipborne-green,  having  the  church  at  the  weft 
fide  of  It ; and  aboilt  half  a mile  further  weftward, 
near  the  boundary  of  the  parifh,  is  Budd's  green. 
On  the  rife  of  the  hill  is  the  manfion  of  Fairlawn,  the 
offices  and  great  part  of  the  grounds  of  which  are 
within  this  parifh,  where  the  foil  is  a clay,  being  a 
heavy  tillage  land  ; in  the  fouthern  part,  at  and  about 
the  hill,  it  Is  a land  and  rock  ftone  ; at  the  fouth- 
eaft  part  of  it  there  is  much  coppice  wood,  a deep  and 
miry  country  at  all  times,  moftof  it  being  exceedingly  » 
unpleafant  either  to  live  in  or  to  travel  through. 

The  fair  continues  to  be  held  on  the  day  of  St. 
Giles  the  abbot,  being  Sept,  i,  yearly. 

John  de  Say  feems  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
to  have  held  in  Siburne,  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter, 
one  knight’s  fee,  and  the  fifth  part  of  one,®  which 
foon  afterwards  pafled  to  Adam  de  Bavent,  the  prin- 
cipal pofleffions  of  whole  family  lay  in  Suffex  and 
Surry. 

Adam  de  Bavent,  In  the  1 2th  year  of  Edward  I. 
obtained  a grant  of  free  warren  for  his  lands  in  Ship- 
borne,  and  a market  to  be  held  weekly  on  a Monday, 
at  his  manor  of  Shipborne,  and  one  lair  yearly  on  the 
feaft  of  St.  Giles  the  abbot.  In  the  28th  year  of  that 
reign,  he  was  with  the  king  at  the  fiege  of  Carlave- 
rock,  in  Scotland. 

Hawis,  widow  of  Sir  Roger  de  Bavent,  his  defcen- 
dant,  in  the  36th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  releafed  to 
the  priorefs  and  convent  of  the  priory  of  Dartford, 
then  newly  eredted,  all  her  right,  in  the  manor  of 
Shipborne,  which  that  king  by  his  patent  of  endow- 
ment, in  his  46th  year,  confirmed  to  them,  together 
with  all  knights  fees,  and  other  things  belonging 
to  it. 

* Book  of  Knights  fees  in  ihe  Exchequer. 
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This  manor  continued  part  of  the  poflenions  of  the 
priory  ofDartford  till  the  general  dilfolution  of  it  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was  furren- 
dered  into  the  king’s  hands,  who  in  his  36th  year 
granted  to  Sir  Ralph  Fane,  and  Anthony  Tutfliam, 
efq.  the  manor  of  Shipborne,  late  belonging  to  the 
monaftery  of  Dartford,  and  the  manor  of  Shipborne, 
alias  Puttenden,  lying  on  the  eaft  fide  of  this  parifh, 
next  to  Weft  Peckhani,  and  late  belonging  to  the 
monaftery  of  T unbridge,  and  the  lands  and  chapel  of 
Shipborne,  with  all  their  appurtenances,  &c.  to  hold 
of  the  king  in  capite  by  knight’s  fervice  foon  after 
which  Anthony  T utlFam  releafed  all  his  right  and  in- 
tereft  in  them  to  Sir  Ralf  Fane. 

He  had  been  knighted  at  the  fiege  of  Bulleyn  in 
1544,  and  afterwards  for  his  valour  at  the  battle  of 
Muli'elborough,  in  the  ift  year  of  king  Edward  VL 
made  a knight  banneret ; but  in  the  6th  year  of  that 
reign,  having  warmly  efpoufed  the  intereft  of  the  duke 
of  Somerfet,  he  was  accufe-d  of  l:>eing  an  accomplice 
with  him,  and  being  found  guilty  was  hanged  on 
Tower-hill,  that  year.  After  his  death,  without  if- 
fue,  thefe  manors,  together  with  the  lands  and  chapel 
of  Shipborne,  came  into  the  poflelllon  of  Henry  Fane, 
great  grandlon  of  Henry  Fane,  of  Hilden,  in  Tun- 
bridge, w'ho  was  grandfather  of  Sir  Ralph  Fane, 
above-mentioned. 

Flenry  Fane,  efq.  was  of  Fladlow,  and  after  the 
deceafe  of  his  father  was  unw^arily  drawn  into  that  in- 
furreftion  raifed  by  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  in  the  ift 
year  of  queen  Mary,  and  being  taken  was  committed 
to  the  Tower  and  attainted,  but  on  confideration  of 
his  youth  he  had  pardon,  and  was  releafed  from  his 
imprilonment. 

Next  year  being  the  ift  and  2d  of  Philip  and  Mary, 
he  had  a grant  of  thefe  manors,  and  chapel  of  Ship- 

^ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  23  Philipotr,  p.  314. 

borne. 
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borne,  from  the  queen,  to  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs, 
by  the  fame  lervices,  by  which  they  were  held  before 
his  attainder.  He  died  in  1582,  the  25th  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  poflelTed  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
as  appears  by  the  inquifition  then  taken  of  thele 
manors. 

Henry  Fane,  his  grandfon,  atTumed  the  name  of 
Vane,  the  antient  one  of  his  anceftors,  which  hispof- 
terity  have  continued  to  ufe  ever  fince. 

In  the  17th  year  of  king  James  I.  he  was  knighted 
at  Whitehall,  from  which  time  he  acted  a confpicuous 
part  in  the  public  affairs  of  this  nation,  and  was  cho- 
fen  to  fit  in  every  fucceeding  parliament,  both  in  that 
and  the  next  reign.  King  Charles  I.  entrufted  him 
much  in  different  negociations  with  foreign  princes, 
made  him  cofferer  of  his  houQiold,  and  of  his  privy 
council,  and  in  1632  one  of  the  commiffioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral.  He  was 
afterwards  much  employed  in  commiffions  of  the 
greatefl  weight,  with  others  of  the  highefl  office  and 
quality,  and  was  made  comptroller  of  the  houfliold, 
at  which  time  he  purchafed  of  Sir  George  Chowne, 
THE  MANSION  OF  FAiRLAW'N,  with  the  lands  be- 
longing to  it,  fituated  in  the  borough  of  Plaxtool,  in 
Wrotham  and  this  pariQi.*  After  which  he  was  made 
treafurer  of  the  king’s  houfhold,  and  principal  fecre- 
tary  of  flate,  and  empowered  to  hold  thole  two  offices 
together. 

But  not  long  after,  on  his  appearing  forward  in  the 
profccution  of  the  earl  of  Strafford,  who  had  impla- 
cably offended  him,  by  obtaining  the  title  of  baron 
Raby,  which  was  Sir  Henry’s  houfe,  and  an  honor 
which  he  had  hopes  of  acquiring  himl’elf,  the  king 
took  fuch  umbrage  at  it,  that  he  removed  him  from' 
all  his  places,  and  Sir  Henry  from  that  time  concurred 

‘ Philipott,  p.  315.  See  a further  account  of  it  under 
Wroihain. 
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in  all  the  malicious  defigns  of  the  king’s  enemies,  and 
forgetting  all  former  obligations,  facrificed  every 
principle  of  honor  and  loyalty  to  his  implacable  third: 
of  revenge  ; but  in  the  end,  finding  himfelf  growing 
into  the  hatred  and  contempt  of  thofe  who  had  made 
mod:  ufeof  him,  as  well  as  of  his  own  Ton,*' he  retired 
to  his  feat  of  Raby-cadle,  in  the  bidiopric  of  Dur- 
ham, where  he  died  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  t 6541 
He  left  feveral  fons  and  daughters,  of  whoni  Henry 
became  his  heitj  and  George  was  of  Long  Melford,  in 
Durham  d 

Henry  Vane,  efq.  fucceeded  his  father  in  hisedate; 
in  Shipborne.  He  had  been  knighted  at  Whitehall 
in  1640,  but  from  his  education  at  Geneva  had  im- 
bibed fuch  a (harp  prejudice  and  bitterncfs,  as  well 
againd  regal  government  as  the  hierarchy  of  the 
church,  and  this  being  heightened  by  the  king’s  giving 
away  the  barony  of  Raby  from  his  family,  that  follow- 
ing his  inclination,  he  adbciated  with  the  mod  dif- 
contented  perfons  of  that  time,  fo  that  lie  became  one 
of  the  mod  inveterate  of  the  independent  and  repub- 
lican fadtion.  He  had  been  made  by  the  king  joint 
treafurer  of  the  navy,  by  the  intered  of  the  earl  of 
Northumberland,  during  which  he  affected  to  be  fa* 
tisfied  with  government,  and  afterwards;  when  his 
real  inclinations  came  to  be  more  openly  known,  he 
was  intruded  with  the  fame  office  folely  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  parliament.  On  the  redoration  of 
king  Charles  II.  being  excepted  out  of  the  general 
pardon,  he  was  committed  to  prifori,  where  lie  was 
keptfome  time,  and  at  length  being  brought  to  his 
trial,  he  was  c'Onvidted  of  high  treaCon^  and  receiving 
ffentence  of  death;  was  executed  on  Tower-hill  in 
1662.  Thomas  Vane,  efq.  his  elded  fon,  fucceeded 
his  father  in  his  edates  in  this  paridi;  He  married 

Clarendon’s  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  163. 

' Collins’s  Peerage,  vol.  vi.  p.  135. 

VOL.  V.  T:  Frances, 
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Frances,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Liddel,  of  Ravenf- 
worth,  in  Durham,  and  died  without  ifiue,  on  which 
his  eftates  devolved  to  his  brother  Chriftopher  Vane, 
efq.  who  was  of  Fairlawn,  and  was  afterwards  knight- 
ed by  Charles  II.  In  1688,  he  was  made  by  king 
James  of  his  privy  council,  and  in  the  10th  year  of 
king  William  III.  anno  1699,  created  lord  Barnard, 
of  Barnard  caftle,  in  the  bifhopric  of  Durham.™ 

He  married  Elizabeth,  eldeft  daughter  of  Gilbert 
Holies,  earl  of  Clare,  and  filler  and  coheir  of  John, 
duke  of  Newcaftle,  by  whom  he  left  furviving  two 
fons,  Gilbert  and  William,  and  a daughter  Grace. 
He  died  at  his  feat  of  Fairlawn,  in  1723,  and  was  bu- 
ried in  the  new  church  of  Shipborne,  built  by  his  own 
bounty.  On  which  Gilbert,  his  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded 
him  in  title,  and  in  his  eftates  in  the  north,  and  Wil- 
liam, his  fecond  fon,  became  poffefled  of  his  father’s 
eftates  in  Shipborne,  Plaxtool,  and  elfewhere  in  this 
county. 

The  arms  of  the  feveral  branches  of  the  Fanes,  or 
Vanes,  are  three  gauntlets^  though  differently  borne. 
The  earl^of  Weftmoreland  bears.  Azure ^ three  dexter 
gauntlets^  with  their  backs  affrontee^  or ; as  did  the  lord 
vifcount  Fane,  a defcendant  of  the  fame  branch. 
The  earl  of  Darlington  bears,  Azure,  three  JiniJler 
gauntlets,  with  their  backs  affrontee,  or.  And  lord  vif- 
count Vane  bore,  Azure,  three  jinifier  gauntlets,  or, 
on  a canton  ermine,  a pile  Jable,  charged  with  a mullet 
of  five  points,  argent. 

. William  Vane,  efq.  the  fecond  fon,  w'as  of  Fair- 
lawn, and  was  chofen  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  Dur- 
ham, in  the  year  1708,  and  in  1720  was  created  vif- 
count Vane,  and  baron  of  Duncannon,  of  Tyrone,  in 
Ireland.  He  died  fuddenly  of  an  apoplexy  at  Fair- 
lawn, May  20,  I 734,  havingon  the  Friday  before,  the 

See  the  Cafe  of  the  Vanes,  as  heirs  to  the  Duke  of  New- 
caftle, in  Brown’s  Cafes  in  Parliament,  vol.  v,  p,  435, 
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17th,  been  declared  duly  elefted  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
ment for  this  county,  and  was  buried  in  Shipborne 
church.  Upon  which,  William  Hollis  Vane,  his  only 
furvivingfon,  became  his  father’s  heir,  and  fucceeded 
him  in  titles  and  eftate.  He  married  Frances,  daugh- 
ter of  Francis  Hawes,  efq.  one  of  the  South  Sea  di- 
re<5tors  in  1720,  and  widow  of  lord  William  Hamil- 
ton, younger  brother  of  James,  duke  of  Hamilton, 
by  whom  he  had  no  iflue,  and  dying  in  1789,  by  his 
will  gave  thefe  manors,  his  feat  of  Fairlawn,  and  the 
redtory  of  the  chapel  of  Shipborne,  among  his  other 
eftates  to  David  Papillon,  efq.  of  Acrife,  the  prefent 
pofTefTor  of  them. 

Budds  is  a hamlet  in  this  parifh,  lying  about  three 
quarters  of  a mile  weftward  from  Shipborne  church, 
where  a family  of  the  name  of  Collins  formerly  dwelt. 
Henry  Collins  refided  here  in  the  reigns  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  king  Edward  VI.  queen  Mary,  and 
queen  Elizabeth,  and  dying  in  the  35th  year  of  the 
latter,  was  buried  in  this  church.  His  eldeft  fon, 
Richard  Collins,  gent,  was  likewife  of  Budds.  They 
bore  for  their  arms,  Vert^  a griffin  fegreant,  or,  beaked 
argent y gorged  with  a coronet  of  the  third.  How  long 
it  continued  afterwards  in  this  name  I have  not  found, 
but  John  Turner,  gent,  in  the  reign  of  king  James  i. 
refided  at  Budds,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Argent  and 
ermine three  fer  de  molins,  or^  a pale  count erchanged  in 
fefs^  on  a chief,  or,  a lion  paffiant  guardant  between  two 
fofes.  It  is  now  the  property  of  George  Children, 
elq.  of  Tunbridge. 

CHARITIES. 

Francis  Co^LINS,  by  will  in  1599,  gave  for  the  ufe  of  die 
poor  the  annual  funi  of  il.  charged  on  the  houfecalled  the  Bull 
inn,  in  Rochefter,  and  2I.  likewife  on  lands  in  Gillingham, 
veiled  in  Mr.  Page. 

N.  B.  This  lall  pays  the  land  tax,  and  the  two  bequefts  by 
journeys,  expences,  &c.  reduces  them  to  the  annual  produce 
of  al.  73.  6d. 
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John  Swan  gave  by  will  lol.  and  his  executors  by  deed  In 
1614,  purchafed  with  it  an  annuity  of  10s.  for  the  ufe  of  the 
poor,  charged  on  lands  in  this  parifli,  veiled  in  the  heirs  of 
John  Bellingham,  lately  deceafed,  and  now  of  that  annual 
produce. 

Stephen  Fremlyn,  by  will  in  1717,  gave  by  deed,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  poor,  the  annual  fum  of  il.  to  be  paid  out  of 
lands  and  tenements  in  this  parilh,  veiled  in  Mr.  William  CoU 
lins,  and  now  of  that  annual  produce. 

Shipborne  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
DiscTioN  of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Giles,  and  is  a neat 
fabric.  It  was  entirely  rebuilt  from  the  ground  by 
the  bounty  of  Cliriflopher,  lord  Barnard,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  century. 

It  was  anticntly  efleemed  as  a chapel  to  the  church 
of  Tunbridge,  and  paid  fix-pence  chrifin  rent  to  the 
mother  church  of  the  diocele. 

John,  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  in  the  7th  year  of  king 
Edward  II.  certified  to  the  king’s  treafurer  and  barons 
of  the  exchequer,  in  obedience  to  the  king’s  writ,  di- 
rected to  him  for  that  purpofe,  that  the  prior  of  the 
liofpital  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem  had  within  his  dio- 
cefe  the  appropriation  of  the  church  of  Tonebregge, 
with  the  chapels  of  Schibourne  and  St.  Thomas  the 
Martyr,  which  was  worth  yearly  thirty-four  marcs, 
being  part  of  the  antient  poflefiions  of  that  hofpital, 
and  upon  a like  writ  in  the  20th  year  of  Edward  III. 
Hamo,  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  certified  to  the  king’s 
treafurer,  &c.  a like  return." 

The  chapel  of  Shipborne  belonged  to  that  part  of 
their  revenues  which  was  under  the  cognizance  of  their 
preceptor}'^  or  commendary  of  Peckham,  otherwife 
called  the  chantry  magiftrale  in  this  neighbourhood, 
and  it  remained  part  of  the  poiTeftlons  of  the  above- 
mentioned  hofpital  till  the  time  of  its  diffolution  in 

“ See  more  of  this  chapel  under  Tunbridge. 
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the  32d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  this  order  of 
knights  was  fupprefled  by  an  a6t  then  fpecially  pafled 
for  that  purpofe,  by  which  all  their  lands  and  reve- 
nues, &c.  were  given  to  the  king  and  his  heirs  for 
ever.  After  which  the  king,  in  his  36th  year,  granted 
to  Sir  Ralph  Fane,  and  Anthony  Tutiham,  efq* 
among  other  premifes  in  this  parifli,  the  lands  and 
chapel  of  Shipborne,  with  their  appurtenances,  in  fee, 
to  hold  in  capite  by  knight’s  fervice.”  Soon  after 
which,  Anthony  Tutfham  releafed  all  his  intereft  in 
them  to  Sir  Ralph  Fane,  in  whofe  family  they  conti- 
nued, as  has  been  already  fully  related  in  the  account 
of  the  manor  of  Shipborne,  down  to  William  Holies 
vifcount  Vane,  who  devifed  them  by  will  to  David 
Papillon,  efq.  the  prefent  owner  of  them. 

This  chapel  is  now  efteemed  as  a curacy^  and  is  not 
in  charge  in  the  king’s  books.  It  pays  a fee-farm  rent 
of  eight  fhillings  yearly  to  the  crown. 

CHAPEL  OF  SHIPBORNE, 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  Jirefetited. 

Family  of  FanCy  alias  Vane 


David  Papillon,  efq. 


CURATES. 

Bowles,  in  1627.P 

Scott,  in  1680. 

Theophilus  Beck,  1690. 

William  Davis,  in  1721,  obt. 

Jan.  29,  1747.'* 

Leonard  Addijon,  M.  A.'' 
fohn  Francis,  M.  A.’ 

— — Hemington,' 

Henry  Aufen,  M.  A.“ 

Knox.’^ 

Vicefmus  Knox,  the  preffot 
curate,’' 


' o Rot.  Etch,  ejus  an.  pi.  23. 

P MSS.  Twyfdcn. 

<1  He  was  allb  vicar  of  'runbridgc, 
wl-.ere  he  lies  buried. 

f Aficrwards  rebtor  of  Saul  and 
Cawfton,  and  vicar  of  Saxthorpe,  Nor- 
folk. 

» Afterwards  vicar  of  Soham,  Cam- 
bridgclhire. 


t Aficrwards  vicar  of  Tunbridge, 
u Afterwards  reiSor  of  Well  Wick- 
ham. 

* Mailer  of  Tunbridge  fchool. 
y Mailer  of  'I'unbridge  fchool,  and 
vicaf  of  Hadlow,  vice  Wm.  Fitzher- 
bert,  deceafed, 
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HUNDRED  OF  LITTLEFIELD. 

SOUTHWARD  from  Wrotham  huhdred  lies 
the  hundred  of  Littlefield,  called  in  Domefday  Litle- 
felhi  and  in  fome  records,  Leighjield. 

This  hundred  takes  its  name  from  the  fmallnefs 
of  its  extent,  for  it  contains  within  its  bounds  only 
the  parifh  of 

MEREWORTH, 

AND  PART  OF  THE  PARISH  OF 

WEST  PECKHAM. 

And  the  churches  of  thofe  parifhes,  and  part  of  the  parifhes  of 
Hadlow  and  East  Peckham,  the  churches  of  which  are  in 
another  hundred. 

This  hundred,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  II.  was  in  the  pofieffion  of  the  crown, 
where  it  ftaid  till  that  king,  in  his  15th  year,  granted 
it,  by  confent  of  parliament,  among  other  eftates  of 
greater  value,  to  Edmund,  of  Woodftock,  his  half- 
brother,  whom  he  at  the  fame  time  made  Earl  of 
Kent.  After  the  death  of  whofe  two  fons,  Joane 
their  filler  became  their  heir,^  and  her  hufband  Sir 
Thomas  Holand  poflefled  this  hundred  in  her  right, 
who  for  her  great  beauty  was  called  the  fair  maid  of 
Kent,  in  whofe  right  he  was  alfo  earl  of  Kent.  After 
his  death  fhe  married  Edward  the  black  prince.  She 
was  fucceeded  in  the  pofTeffion  of  this  hundred  by 
Thomas  Holand,  earl  of  Kent,  her  fon  by  her  firft 
hufband,  whofe  eldeft  fon  Thomas  Holand,  was  af- 
terwards created  Duke  of  Surry,  and  continuing  loyal 

■■  See  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  92,  94.  Rot.  Efch. 
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to  the  caufe  of  king  Richard  II.  loft  his  life  in  a tu- 
mult at  Cirencefter,  in  the  ift  year  of  king  Henry  IV . 
and  was  next  year  attainted  in  parliament.  He  died 
without  iffue,  and  his  brother  Edmund,  earl  of  Kent, 
before  the  end  of  that  year  obtained,  by  virtue  of  an 
old  entail,  this  hundred,  among  other  eftates,  of  which 
his  brother  had  died  polTeffed,  and  leaving  no  iflue,  his 
four  fifters  became  his  coheirs,  and  on  the  partition  of 
his  eftates,  this  hundred  was  allotted  to  Joane,  his 
fourth  fifter,  duchefs  of  York,  who  appears  by  the 
efcheat  rolls  to  have  died  without  iffue,  in  the  12th 
year  of  king  Henry  VI.  poffefled  of  it. 

Upon  the  partition  of  her  inheritance  among  her 
fifters,  Margaret,  firft  wife  of  John,  earl  of  Somerfet, 
and  afterwards  of  Thomas,  duke  of  Clarence,  became 
entitled  to  it.  She  died  in  the  j 8th  year  of  that  reign, 
leaving  John,  earl  of  Somerfet,  her  fon  by  her  firft 
hufband,  her  next  heir. 

How  the  hundred  of  Littlefield  paffed  afterwards  I 
have  not  found,  but  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
it  was  part  of  the  pofleffions  of  the  crown,"  where  it 
remained  till  king  Edward  VI.  in  the  4th  year  of  his 
reign,  granted  it  in  fee  to  John  Dudley,  earl  of  War- 
wick, who  was  the  next  year  created  duke  of  N or- 
thumberland. 

He,  in  the  7th  year  of  that  reign,  fold  it  to  the 
king,  in  exchange  for  other  manors  and  lands. 

This  hundred  feems  to  have  remained  in  the  crown 
till  the  3 2d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  w'ho  then  granted 
the  hundreds  of  Littlefield,  alias  Leighfield;  and  of 
Wachelfton,  alias  Chadlington,  to  Sir  Wm.  Brooke, 
lord  Cobham,  whofe  fon  Henry,  lord  Cobham,  in  the 
firft  year  of  king  James  I.  being  accufed  with  others 
of  a confpiracy  to  kill  the  king,  and  fubvert  the  go- 
vernment, was  found  guilty,  and  had  judgment  of 
death  pronounced  againft  him,  though  the  fentence 
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was  afterwards,  through  the  king’s  clemency  fuper-. 
feded.  Upon  his  attaint,  this  among  the  reft  of  his 
eftates,  became  forfeited  to  the  crown,  and  was  con- 
firmed to  it  by  the  ad  paffed  in  the  3d  year  of  kin<>- 
James  for  that  purpofe,  fince  which  this  hundred  hat' 
continued  among  the  poflcftlons  of  the  crown,  where 
it  remains  at  prefent.  ' 


WEST,  ALIAS  LITTLE  PECKHAM. 

EASTWARD  from  Shipborne  lies  the  parifh  of 
Weftj  alias  Little  Peckham,  called  in  Domelday, 
Pecheham,  and  in  the  'Textus  RoffenJjSy  Pecham. 

It  has  the  appellation  of  Weft  Peckham,  from  its 
fituation  weftward  of  Great,  or  Eaft  Peckham,  and 
of  Litde,  from  its  fmallnefs  in  regard  to  that  parilh. 
1 hey  both  probably  had  their  name  from  their  fitua- 
tion, peac  fignifying  in  Saxon,  the  peke,  or  fummit  of 
an  hill,  and  ham^  a village,  or  dwelling-place. 

The  qijarry  stone  hills  bound  the  northern 
fide  of  this  parifli,  confequently  the  whole  of  it  is 
within  the  diftrid  of  the  Weald.  The  foil  is  in  ge- 
neral a ftiffclay,  and  in  the  lower  or  fouthern  part  of 
It  where  it  is  moftly  pafture,  it  is  very  rich  grazing 
land.  The  northern  part  adjoining  to  the  hill  is  co- 
vered with  thofe  woods,  commonly  called  the  Herji 
woods,  from  which  there  are  feveral  fine  fprings  of 
water,  which  extend  over  the  eaftern  parts  of  this  pa- 
rifti,  where,  near  the  boundary  of  it,  next  to  Mere- 
Worth,  h the  village,  with  the  church.  The  northern 
hdeof  this  pariib  is  watered  by  the  ftream  which  flows 
hither  from  Plaxtool,  and  from  hence  into  the  Med- 
^vay  at  Brandt-bridge,  a little  above  Yaldham,  having 
mrned  two  corn-mills  in  its  courfe  within  this  parifli 
Ihe  leat  of  Hamptons,  now  almoft  in  luins,  ftands 
near  the  eaft  fide  of  this  ftream,  in  a wild  gloomy 

fituatioiT 
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lituation,  and  at  a fmall  diftance,  that  of  Oxenhoath, 
an  antient  brick  building,  fituated  on  a rife  of  ground, 
having  a moft  extenfive  profped  over  the  Weald,  and 
again  to  the  hills  north-eaftward,  the  ground  about 
it  is  finely  wooded,  and  is  the  greatefi;  part  of  it  ex- 
ceeding rich  pafture. 

There  were  antiently  two  -parks  in  this  parifh,  both 
of  which  were  difparked  at  the  time  Lambarde  wrote 
his  Perambulation  in  1570. 

There  is  a fair  held  in  this  village  yearly,  on  the 
1 6th  of  June. 

This  parilh,  with  others  in  this  neighbourhood,  was 
antiently  bound  to  contribute  to  the  repair  of  the  fifth 
pier  of  Rochefter  bridge. 

Little  Peck  ham  before  theconqueft  was  in  the 
pofiefiion  of  earl  Leofwine,  wdio  as  well  as  his  brother, 
king  Harold,  loll  their  lives  in  the  fatal  battle  of  Haf- 
tings.  After  which  William  the  Conqueror  gave  it 
to  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  his  half-brother,  whom  he 
likewife  made  earl  of  Kent,  under  the  general  title  of 
whofe  lands  it  is  thus  entered  in  the  lurvey  of  Domef- 
day,  taken  about  the  year  1080. 

Corbin  holds  Pechehm  of  the  bifhop  (of  Baieux).  It 
was  taxed  at  two  fidings  ; the  arable  land  is  fix  cam- 
cates.  In  demefne  there  is  one,  and  twelve  villeins, 
having  five  camcates,  and  eight  borderers,  and  five  fer- 
vants,  and  three  acres  of  meadozv,  wood  for  the  pannage 
of  ten  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Canfefjor, 
and afterivards,  it  zvas  worth  tzvelve  pounds,  novo  eight 
pounds,  and  yet  it  yields  tzvelve  pounds.  The  king  has 
of  this  manor  three  dens,  zvhere  four  villeins  dzvell,  and 
are  worth  forty  fhillings.  Earl  Leuin  held  it. 

On  thedifgraceof  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  about  four 
years  afterwards,  this  among  the  reft  of  his  eftates  was 
confifcated  to  the  crown. 

In  the  reign  of  king  John,  the  manor  of  Weft 
Peckham,  then  valued  at  fifteen  pounds,  was  held  in 
lergeantry,  by  a family  of  the  name  of  Bcndcville, 
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by  the  fervice  of  bearing  one  of  the  king’s  gofhawks, 
beyond  fea,  from  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael  to  that  of 
the  Purification,  when  the  king  demanded  it,  in  lieu 
of  all  other  fervices.  Soon  after  which  it  came  into 
the  pofleffion  of  a family  who  took  their  furname 
from  it. 

John  de  Peck  ham  held  it  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  III.  and  his  defeendant,  John  de  Peckham, 
died  pofielfed  of  it  in  the  21ft  year  of  king  Edward  I. 
holding  it  in  capite^  by  the  fervice  above-mentioned.* 
Soon  after  which  it  pafied  into  the  pofleffion  of  Ro- 
bert Scarlet,  who  died  polfefled  of  it  in  the  33d  year 
of  that  reign,  but  in  the  next  of  king  Edward  II. 
Adam  at  Broke  was  pofielfed  of  it.  He  died  in  the 
I ith  year  of  it,  both  of  them  holding  it  in  capite  by 
the  fervice  mentioned  above.  And  it  appears,  that 
in  the  latter  year  it  was  accounted  a manor,  and  that 
there  were  here 'a  capital  mefluage,  pridgeon-houfe, 
rents  of  affize,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty -four  acres 
of  land  and  wood. 

His  widow,  Dionifia  at  Broke,  died  polfefled  of  it 
in  the  5th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  after  which  this 
manor  feems  to  have  been  feparated  into  moieties. 

John  de  Mereworth,  of  Mereworth,  died  in  the 
39th  year  of  that  reign,  pofielfed  of  a moiety  of  the 
manor  of  Weft  Peckham,  which  he  held  of  the  king 
in  capite.,  by  the  fervice  before  mentioned.  Since 
which  it  has  pafied  through  the  fame  tract  of  owner- 
fhip  that  the  manor  of  Mereworth  has  ; as  may  be 
more  fully  feen  hereafter  in  the  defeription  of  it,  and 
it  is  now,  as  well  as  that  manor,  in  the  pofleffion  of 
the  right  hon.  Thomas  Stapleton,  lord  le  Defpencer. 

The  OTHER  MOIETY  of the  manor  of  Weft  Peck- 
ham,  after  the  death  of  Dionifia  at  Broke,  in  the  5th 
year  of  king  Edward  111.  came  into  the  pofleffion  of 

Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  No.  35,  fervichim  mutandi  unum  OJiur~ 
!xm  per  ann. 
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Lionel,  duke  of  Clarence,  the  king’s  third  fon,  in 
right  of  his  wife  Elizabeth,  foie  daughter  and  heir  of 
William  de  Burgh,  earl  of  Ulfter.  She  died  in  the 
38th  year  of  that  reign,  leaving  by  him  an  only 
daughter,  Philippa,  furviving  her,  who  died  in  tlie 
43d  year  of  it,  and  the  duke  being  then  poflefPed  of 
the  moiety  of  this  manor,  which  he  held  by  the  law 
of  England,  as  of  the  inheritance  of  Elizabeth  his 
late  wife  decealed,  in  caftte  by  knight’s  fervice,  Phi- 
lippa, his  daughter  above-mentioned,  then  countefs 
of  March,  was  found  to  be  his  next  heir.  Upon 
which  Edmund  Mortimer,  earl  of  March,  her  huf- 
band,  had  poffefiion  granted  of  it  that  year.  Soon 
after  which  this  moiety  came  into  the  pofTe/Iion  of 
that  branch  of  the  family  of  Colepeper  fettled  at  Ox- 
enhoath,  in  this  parifl),  in  w'hich  it  remained  till  Sir 
John  Colepeper,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  common 
pleas,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  IV.  gave  it  to  the 
knight  s hofpitallers  of  Sc.  John  of  Jerufalem,  in  the 
loth  year  of  that  reign,  anno  1408. 

They  eftablifhed  a preceptory  within  this  manor 
which  continued  part  of  their  pofleffions  till  the  ge- 
neral diffolution  of  their  hofpital  in  the  32d  year  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  when  this  order  was  fupprefled  by 
an  ad;  then  fpecklly  pafled  for  that  purpofe,  and  all 
their  lands  and  revenues  were  given  by  it  to  the  king 
and  his  heirs  for  ever.  It  was  at  that  time  ftiled  the  Pre- 
ceptory, or  commandery  of  Weft  Peckham,  otherwife 
called  the  Chantry  Magijirale.  „ A preceptory  or  com- 
mandery, was  a convenient  manfion  belon^ino  to 
thde  knights,  of  which  fort  they  had  feveral  on  ?heir 
difterent  eftates,  in  each  of  which  they  had  a fociety 
of  their  brethren  placed  to  take  care  of  their  lands  and 
rents  m that  refpedive  neighbourhood. 

Ijiis  manor  of  Weft  Peckham,  for  fo  it  was  then 
Itiled,  together  with  the  preceptory,  was  valued  at  the 
above  diffolution  at  63I.  6s.  8d.  annual  revenue,  and 
lixty  pounds  clear  income. 

King 
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King  Henry  VIll.  in  his  33d  year,  granted  th^ 
fee  of  this  manor,  with  it  appurtenances  to  Sir  Ro- 
bert Southwell,  of  Mereworth,  to  hold  by' 

knight’s  fervice,  and  he  in  the  35th  year  of  thalt 
reign,  alienated  it  to  Sir  Edmund  VVallingham.  Im 
which  name  and  family  this  manor  continued  till  thee 
latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  when  Siir 
Thomas  Walfingham,  of  Scadbury,“  alienated  it,, 
with  Yokes-place,  and  other  eftates  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, to  his  fon  in  law,  Mr.  James  Mafter,  of  Yokes., 
in  the  adjoining  parifli  of  Mereworth,  Sir  Tho.  Wal- 
fingham having  married  the  widow  of  Mr. Nathaniel 
Mafter,  Mr.  James  Mafter’s  father ; fince  which  it  has; 
pafted  in  like  manner  as  that  feat,  into  the  poflefliom 
of  the  right  bon.  George  Bing,  vifeount  Torrington,, 
the  prefent  pofleftbr  of  it. 

Hamptons  is  a feat  in  this  parifh,  fituated  at  thee 
weftern  extremity  of  it,  which,  as  well  as  the  boroughi 
of  that  name,  is  accounted  within  the  hundred  and 
manor  of  Great  Hoo,  near  Rochefter.  In  the  reigm 
of  queen  Elizabeth  it  was  in  the  pofleftion  of  Johni 
Stanley,  gent,  who  refided  here,  being  the  fon  ott 
W.  Stanley,  gent,  of  Wilmington,  whofe  grandfather,, 
John  Stanley,  gent,  was  of  Wilmington,  in  Lanca-.- 
fhire,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Argent^  on  a bend^  a%urei 
three  bucks  beads  cabojhed^  or,  a chief  gules.  And  it  ap- 
pears, by  an  antient  pedigree  of  the  family  of  Stanley,, 
well  drawn  with  the  feveral  bearings  of  arms,  now  im 
the  hands  of  William  Daljfon,  elq.  that  the  Stanleys' 
of  this  county  were  defeended  of  the  eldeft  branch  of 
that  family,  being  the  direeft  defeendants  of  William 
de  Stanley,  lord  of  Stanley,  in  StaffordQiire,  and  of 
Stourton,  in  the  loth  year  of  king  Richrrd  II.  the 
elder  brother  to  John  de  Stanley,  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, who  by  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Latham,  of 
Lancafhire,  was  anceftor  to  the  Stanleys,  earls  of 

“ See  Cheftihurfl,  vol.  ii.  of  this  hiftory,  p.  7. 
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Derby,  of  the  lords  Montegle,  and  of  thofe  of  Hoke 
and  Wever.-  He  died  poffclfed  of  this  feat  in  i6i6, 
and  his  eldefl  fon  Thomas  Stanley,  elq.  of  Hamptons, 
dying  in  1668,  was  buried  in  this  church  near  his  fa- 
ther. ^ He  left  iflTue  an  only  daughter  and  heir  P'rances, 
marned  to  Maximilian  Dalyfon,  efq.  of  Hailing,  who 
in  her  right  became  entitled  to  this  feat,  to  which  he 
removed  on  her  father’s  death. 

This  family  of  Dalyfon  is  of  good  account  for  its 
antiquity  in  this  kingdom.  William  d’Alanzon,  the 
nrlt  anceftor  recorded  of  it,  is  faid  to  have  landed  in 
this  kingdom  with  William  the  Conqueror,  whofe  di- 
retl  defcendant  in  the  eighth  generation,  was  ofLau^h- 
ton,  in  Lincolnlbire,  and  firft  wrote  himfelf  Dalyfon 
• His  great  grandfon,  William  Dalyfon,  efq.  of  Lau^h^ 
ton,  was  fheriff  andefcheator  of  Lincolnlbire,  and  died 
in  1546,  leaving  two  fons  and  three  daughters;  Georc^e 
Dalylqn,  the  eldefl  Ion,  was  of  l aiighton,  whofe  grand- 
fon, Sir  Roger  Dalyfon,  was  lieutenant-general  of  the 
ordnance,  and  was  created  a baronet  in  1611. 

William  Dalyfon,  the  fecond  fon,  reprefented  the 
county  of  Lincoln  in  parliament  in  1554,  and  was  af- 
terwards one  of  the  judges  of  the  king  s bench,  in  the 
'Ume  of  queen  Mary,  whole  coat  of  arms,  Gules,  three 
\crefceuts,  or,  a canton  ermine,  are  kill  remainino-  in  a 
'Window  in  Grays-inn  chapd,  and  in  another  winliow  is 
la  like  coat  belonging  to  Charles  Dalyfon,  anno  1660. 

I He  died  in  1558,  and  was  buried  in  Lincoln  cathedral. 
IHe  left  tour  fons,  of  whom  William,  the  eldefl,  will  be 
■mentioned  hereafter,  and  Thomas  was  of  Greetweli, 
in  Lincolnlbire,  and  was  afterwards  knighted  Lloyd 
ih  his  memoirs  fays,  Sir  Thomas  Dalyfon,  of  Lanca- 
Ihire,  loft  his  life  for  his  loyalty  at  Nazeby,  and  1 2,oool. 
m his  eftate,  and  that  there  were  three  colonels  more 
this  name  in  the  king’s  army,  viz.  Sir  Charles  Da. 
ylon.  Sir  Robert  Dalyfon,  and  Sir  William  Dalyfon, 

f.  See  Vifu.ition  county  of  Kent,  anno  1619.  Pedig.  Stanley. 

; who 
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in  the  5th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  By  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Ferrers,  of  Groby,  he  had  three  fons  ; Sir 
Richard  Colepeper,  of  Oxenhoath,  William,  of  Pref- 
ton-liall,  in  Aylesford  j and  Jeffry. 

Sir  Richard  Colepeper  was  fherifFin  the  nth  year 
of  king  Edward  IV.  and  died  pofiefTed  of  Oxenhoath, 
in  the  2d  year  of  king  Richard  III.  leaving  by  Ilabella, 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Otwell  Worccley,  of  Stam- 
worth,  three  daughters,  his  coheirs,  Margaret,  married 
to  William  Cotton,  third  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Cotton, 
of  Landwade,  in  Cambridgefliire  ; Joyce,  to  the  lord 
Edmund  Howard,  younger  fon  of  Thomas,  duke  of 
Norfolk;  and  Elizabeth,  to  Henry  Barham,  of  Teflon.* 
And  on  the  divifion  of  their  inheritance,  this  eflate  was 
allotted  to  William  Cotton,  in  right  of  his  wife  Mar- 
garet. Ele  refided  here,  bearing  for  his  arms,  Kabhy 
a chevron  between  three  griffins  heads  erafedy  argent d 
He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon.  Sir  Thomas  Cotton,  who 
alienated  this  manor  to  John  Chovvne,  gent,  of  Fair- 
lawne,  and  his  great  grandfon.  Sir  George  Chowne,  of 
Fairlawne,  intending  to  confine  his  poflefiions  within 
Suflex,  pafledaway  this  manor  to  Nicholas  Miller,  efq. 
of  Horfnells  Crouch,  in  Wrotham,  fheriff  of  this 
county  in  the  8th  year  of  king  Charles  I.  who  bore  for 
his  arms.  Ermine y a fefs  gules y between  three  griffins 
heads  erajedy  azure.  He  died  in  1640,  and  was  buried 
in  Wrotham  church,  leaving  by  Jane  his  wife,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Policy,  efq.  of  Preflon,  two  furviving  fons, 
Nicholas  of  Oxenhoath,  and  Mathew  of  Buckland,  in 
Surry,  and  feveral  daughters 

His  eldeft  furviving  fon,  Sir  Nicholas  Miller,  refided 
at  Oxenhoath,  which  he  greatly  augmented  and  beau- 
tified. Fie  died  in  1658,  leaving  four  fons  and  four 
daughters  furviving,  of  whom  Humphry  became  his 
heir;  and  Nicholas,  to  whom  his  grandfather,  Ni-‘ 


cholas 


* MSS.  pedigrees  of  Colepeper,  Lee,  Cotton,  &c. 
> Viitn.  CO.  Kent,  anno  1619,  pedigree  of  Cotton. 
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cholas  Miller,  bequeathed  his  family  feat  of  Crouch, 
in  Wrotham,  and  other  eftates.  Humphry  Miller, 
efq.  the  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded  his  father  in  this  manor 
and  feat,  where  he  refided,  and  in  1660,  was  created  a 
baronet,  and  in  1666  was  flierilF  of  this  county,  and 
kept  his  fhrievalty  at  Oxcnhoath.  He  died  in  1709, 
leaving  a fon  and  heir,  Borlafe,  and  a daughter,  Eliza- 
beth, who  will  be  mentioned  hereafter. 

Sir  Borlafe  Miller,  bart.  was  of  Oxenhoath,  of 
which  he  died  pofiTelfed  in  1714,  / p.  leaving  his  wife, 
Sufanna,  daughter  of  Thomas  Medley,  efq.  of  Suflex, 
furviving.  On  which  this  eflate  came  by  furvivorfliip 
to  Elizabeth  his  filler,  before-mentioned,  then  the  wife 
of  Leonard  Bartholomew,  efq.  of  Rochefter,  who  af- 
terwards refided  at  Oxenhoath,  who  ferved  the  office 
of  ffieriff  in  1713,  and  bore  for  his  arms.  Or,  three 
goats  heads  erafed,  fable.  He  died  in  1720,  being  bu- 
ried with  Elizabeth  his  wife  in  this  church,  and  leaving 
three  fons,  Philip,  Leonard,  and  Humphry  j the  eldeft 
of  whom,  Philip  Bartholomew,  efq.  poflcfted  and  re- 
fided at  Oxenhoath.  He  firft  married  the  only  daugh- 
ter and  heir  of  Mr.  John  Knowe,  gent,  of  Ford,  in 
Wrotham;  by  whom  he  had  two  fons,  Leonard,  and 
John-Knowe-Bartholomew,  the  latter  of  wdiom  died 
before  his  brother,  without  iflue.  He  married  fecondly 
Mary,  younger  daughter  of  Alexander  Thomas,  efq. 
of  Lamberhurft,  by  whom  he  had  a daughter  Mary, 
married  to  Francis  Geary,  efq. 

Philip  Bartholomew  died  in  1730,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded by  his  eldeft  fon,  Leonard  Bartholomew,  elq. 
who  was  of  Oxenhoath.  He  died  without  ilfue  in 
1757,  and  by  will  gave  Oxenhoath,  with  his  other 
eftates  in  this  county,  to  the  fecond  fon,  then  unborn, 
of  Francis  Geary,  efq.  ofPolefdon,  in  Surry,  after- 
wards admiral  of  the  royal  navy,  and  created  a baronet 
on  Auguft  10,  1782,  by  Mary,  his  half  filter  above- 
mentioned,  in  tail  male,  with  remainder  to  the  admi- 

voL.  V.  F ral’s 


66  LITTLEFIELD  HUNDRED. 

ral’s  elded  fon,  in  like  tail,  remainder  to  the  family  of 
Beaumont,  in  Yorkfliire. 

His  fecond  Ion  before  mentioned  was  afterwards 
born  and  chridened  William,  and  his  elded  brother 
having  died  unmarried,  became  his  father’s  heir,  and 
fucceeded  on  his  death  in  1796,  to  the  title  of  baronet, 
being  the  prefent  Sir  William  Geary,  bart.  who  refides 
at  Oxenhoath,  of  which  he  is  the  prefent  podeflbr. 
Ble  is  M.  P.  for  this  county,  and  at  prefent  unmar- 
ried. The  arms  of  Geary  are,  Gules^  two  bars  argent, 
on  each  three  mafcles  of  the  firjl,  a canton  ermine. 

CHARITIES. 

Dame  Mary  Chowne  gave  by  will  in  1619,  to  be  diftri- 
buted  to  the  poor  of  this  parilh  on  Michaelmas  day  yearly,  the 
fum  of  40!.  with  which  a houfe  was  bought,  which  is  veiled  in 
truftees,  and  now  of  the  annual  produce  of  40s. 

Thomas  Stanley,  efq.  gave  by  deed  in  1637,  to  an  aged 
married  pair  for  life,  or  an  antient  widow,  a houfe  and  land, 
veiled  in  the  churchwardens  and  overfeers,  and  now  of  the  an- 
nual produce  of  ll  IDS. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Cooke  gave  by  will  in  1637,  to  ten  poor 
perlbns  of  this  parilb  yearly,  on  Lady-day,  a fum  of  money, 
veiled  in  the  minifler  of  this  parifh,  and  now  of  the  annual 
produce  of  3I. 

Nicholas  James  and  Thomas  Dunmoll  gave  by  their 
feveral  wills  in  1695,  1705,  and  1708,  the  fums  of  20s.  each, 
to  be  paid  out  of  lands  in  this  parilh,  and  to  be  diHributed  to 
the  poor  on  Chri'lmas  day,  which  fums  are  veiled  in  thechurch- 
wardens  and  overfeers,  and  now  of  the  like  annual  produce. 

Mildmay,  Earl  of  WtsTMORELAND,  gave  a field,  con- 
taining two  acres,  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  parilh,  for  a Import- 
ing place  and  tor  a more  commodious  way  to  the  church. 

West  or  Little  Peckham  is  within  the  eccle- 
siastical JURISDICTION  of  the  diocefeoi  Rocheftcr 
and  deanry  of  Mailing 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Dunftan,  is 
a fmall  building,  with  alow  pointed  ftceple. 

King  Edward  I.  in  his  14th  year,  granted  to  the 
prior  and  convent  of  Ledis,  in  this  county,  the  advow- 
Ibn  of  the  church  of  Parva  Pecham,  to  hold  in  free, 
pure,  and  perpetual  alms  j and  he  granted  that  they 

lliould 
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fhould  holcf  it  appropriated  to  their  own  life,  whenfo- 
cvcr  they  would,  without  any  hindrance  of  him,  his 
heirs  and  fucceffors/ 

In  the  2ift  of  the  above  reign,  a quo  warranto  was 
brought  before  the  juftices  itinerant  againft  the  prior 
and  convent,  to  enquire  by  what  right  they  poflrefTcd 
this  church,  then  valued  at  forty  pounds  per  annum, 
and  formerly  in  the  king’s  gift;  and  on  their  pleading 
the  above  grant,  the  jury  gave  it  for  them. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  HI.  the  valuation  of 
this  church  was,  forty  acres  of  the  endowment  of  it, 
twenty  (hillings  hay  ; twenty  (hillings  tithe  of  pannage 
and  herbage  j ten  (hillings  tithe  of  geefe,  calves,  pigs, 
and  mills ; with  oblations  and  other  fmall  tithes  be- 
longing to  it. 

Bilhop  Thomas  de  Brinton,  by  his  inftrument  in 
1387,  the  lith  year  of  king  Richard  II.  granted  li- 
cence to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Ledes  to  appropriate 
this  church,  then  vacant  and  of  their  own  patronage,  to 
their  own  ufes,  faving  a competent  vicarage  in  it,  the 
prefentation  of  which  (hould  belong  to  them,  which 
he  ordained  to  confift  of  all  (mall  tithes,  oblations,  ob- 
ventions,  pannages,  and  all  other  things  belonging  to 
the  altarage,  except  the  tithe  of  hay  itfelf  of  the  parilK 
wherefoever,  excepting  of  twenty  acres  of  meadow, 
then  belonging  to  the  earl  of  Gloucefter,  in  the  weftern 
part  of  the  parifh  ; the  tithe  of  which  twenty  acres  the 
vicar  of  the  church  for  the  time  being,  (liould  take  and 
have  for  ever.  And  that  the  vicars  themfelves  (liould 
have  the  hall,  with  the  chambers  adjoining  to  it,  and 
the  garden,  together  with  four  acres  of  land,  with  the 
tithe  arifing  from  them,  and  two  acres  of  wood  of  the 
demefne  of  the  church,  as  they  were  bounded  off  i 
andaKb  two  (liillings  annual  rent,  which  John,  called 
le  Kinge,  of  this  paridi,  and  his  heirs,  (liould  pay  to 
the  vicars  for  ever,  for  land  which  he  held  of  the  fee 

“ Rot.  Cart,  ejus  an.  N.  t.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  514.. 
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who  fpent  130,000!.  therein,  being  men  of  great  com- 
mand in  their  country,  and  bringing  the  ftrength  thereof 
to  the  king’s  affiftance. 

William  Dalyfon,  the  eldeft  Ton,  on  his  marriage  • 
with  Silvefter,  daughter  of  Robert  Dene,  gent,  of  Hal-  > 
ling,  in  this  county,  in  1573  fettled  in  this  county,  and  ; 
rcfided  at  the  bilhop’s  palace,  in  Hailing,  where  he : 
died  in  1585,  and  was  buried  in  Clerkenwell  church. . 
His  w'idow  afterwards  married  William  Lambarde, . 
gent,  of  Greenwich,  our  Kentilh  perambulator,  and; 
dying  in  1587,  was  buried  in  Hailing  church,  leaving: 
ilTue  by  both  her  hufbands. 

Maximilian  Dalyfon,  efq.  the  diredt  defcendant  ofi 
William  Dalyfon,  by  Silvefter  his  wife,  refided,  in  lilce?: 
manner  as  his  anceftors  had  done  at  Hailing,  buthav-- 
ing  married  Frances,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  l'ho--i 
mas  Stanley,  gent,  of  Hamptons,  in  this  parifh,  as  hass: 
been  before  related,  on  the  death  of  her  father,  he  re--i 
moved  thither,  where  he  died  in  1671,  and  was  buried  f 
in  this  church,  as  was  Frances  his  wife,  who  furvived.li 
him,  and  died  in  1684.  They  left  two  furviving  fons,),i 
Thomas,  of  whom  hereafter  ; and  Charles,  whowasof)ll 
Chatham,  gent. 

Thomas  Dalyfon,  efq.  the  eldefl;  fon,  of  Hamptons,  .| 
was  twice  married;  firft,  to  Sufan,  daughter  of  Sir: I 
Thpmas  Style,  bare,  of  Watringbury  ; and  fecondly,  to  | 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Twifden,  bart.  of  i 
Bradborne,  by  the  latter  of  whom  he  had  no  iffue.  Hc‘| 
died  in  1636,  'leaving  by  his  firft  wife  a daughter  Eliza-  j 
beth,  who  married  John  Boys,  efq.  of  Hode-court,  in 
this  county,  and  Tho.  Dalyfon,  efq.  who  was  of  Plax- 
tool,  where  he  refided  during  his  father’s  life-time,  and. 
afterwards  removed  to  Hamptons,  where  he  died  ir 
1741,  and  w'as  buried  in  Plaxtool  chapel,  as  were  hi: 
feveral  defeendants. 

He  married  firft  Jane,  only  daughter  of  Richart 
Etherington,  gent,  of  Eflex,  by  whom  he  left  Mary 
who  died  unmarried,  and  Jane,  who  married  Sir  Jeffen 
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Amherfl',  of  Riverhcaci,  afterwards  created  lord  Am- 
herft.  His  fecond  wife  was  Ifabella,  fecond  daughter 
of  Peter  Burrell,  efq.  of  Beckenham,  who  furviving 
him,  died  in  1762.  By  her  he  had  William,  of  whom 
further  mention  will  be  made  hereafter.  Frances  Ifa- 
bella  married  to  William  Daniel  Mafter,  efq.  ofMe- 
reworth,  and  Thomas  Dalifon,  clerk,  A.  M.  Wm.  Da- 
lifon,  efq.  the  eldeft  Ton,  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr  of 
Hamptons,  but  refidcs  at  Plaxtool,  and  is  as  yet  un- 
married. 

The  family  of  Dalyfon,  of  Hamptons,  has  a right  to 
quarter  the  arms  of  Stanley,  and  with  them  the  coats  of 
Hooton,  Houghton,  Grofvenor  and  Harrington ; and 
with  thofe  of  Dalyfon,  the  coats  of  Elkinton,  Green- 
field, Dighton  and  Blefby. 

The  borough  of  Oxenhoath  in  this  parifii,  is 
within  the  hundred  and  manor  of  Hoo^  near  Rochefter, 
at  the  court  of  which  a borfholder  is  appointed  for  this 
borough  yearly. 

The  manor  of  Oxenhoath,  alias  "Toxenhoath^  is 
held  of  the  manor  of  Great  Hoo,  by  the  fervice  of  the 
yearly  payment  of  a pair  of  gilded  fpurs,  but  the  pay- 
ment of  them  has  been  forborne  many  years.  It  was 
in  antient  times  part  of  the  pofTeflions  of  a branch  of 
the  family  of  Colepeper,  or  Culpeper,  as  they  were 
called,  and  fometimes  wrote  themfelves,  in  which  it 
continued  till  it  became  part  of  the  poireffions  of  Sir 
John  Colepeper,  juftice  of  common  pleas,  in  the  7th 
year  of  king  Henry  IV.  in  the  loth  year  of  which  reign, 
he  gave  his  manor  of  Weft  Peckham  to  the  knights 
hofpitallers,  as  has  been  mentioned  before.  He  refided 
at  Oxenhoath,  of  which  he  died  polTcfTed  in,  or  foon 
after,  the  3d  year  of  king  Henry  V.  and  was  buried  in 
this  church  with  Katherine  his  wife,  by  whom  he  left. 
Sir  William  Culpeper,  of  Oxenhoath,  fheriff  of  this 
county  in  the  5th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  whofe  Ion, 
Sir  John  Colepeper,  likewife  refided  here.  His  fon. 
Sir  William  Colepeper,  was  of  Aylesford,  and  fheriff 

in 
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of  this  church,  together  with  the  tithes  arifing  from  it ; 
and  that  the  vicars  fliould  take  all  tithes  in  the  gardens 
of  the  whole  parilh,  which  were  dug  with  the  foot. 
But  that  the  prior  and  convent  fliould,  for  their  por- 
tion, fuftain  all  burthens,  as  well  ordinary  and  extra- 
ordinary, happening  to  the  church,  faving  the  right, 
dignity  and  cuftom  of  his  church  of  Rochefter,  and  of 
all  others. 

The  advowfon  and  parfonage  of  Weft  Peckham 
continued  with  the  priory  of  Leeds  till  the  time  of  its 
diflblution  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  the 
fame,  together  with  all  the  lands  and  revenues  of  it, 
was  fur  rendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  after  which  the 
king,  by  his  dotation-charter,  in  his  3 jd  year,  fettled 
this  church  of  Peckham  Parva,  and  the  advowfon  of 
the  vicarage,  on  his  nevv-ere<fted  dean  and  chapter  of 
Rochefter,  with  whom  they  now  remain. 

On  the  intended  diftolution  of  deans  and  chapters, 
after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  the  parfonage  of 
Little  Peckham  was  furveyed  in  1649;  when  it  ap- 
peared that  it  confifted  of  a barn,  yard.  See.  and  twenty- 
five  acres  and  an  half  of  glebe  land,  of  the  improved 
rent  of  fixty  pounds  per  annum  ; which  prenhfes  were 
let  anno  13  Charles  1.  to  James,  Elizabeth,  and  Duke 
Stonehoufc,  for  the  term  of  their  lives,  or  the  longcft 
liver  of  them,  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  fix  pounds.  In  which  leafe  the 
advowfon  was  excepted,  and  the  leflees  covenanted  to 
repair  the  premifes,  and  tlie  chancel  of  the  parilh 
church.* 

The  prefentlefiee  of  this  parfonage,  under  the  dean 
and  chapter,  is  Sir  William  Geary,  bart. 

In  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  the  fmall  tithes  of  this 
vicarage  amounted  to  about  twelve  pounds  per  annum. 
It  had  then. an  augmentation  of  fourteen  pounds  per 
annum  which  had  been  given  to  it  by  the  dean  and 

* Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth -library,  vol.  xiv. 
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chapter  of  Rochefter  about  the  year  1690.  There 
was  likewife  a fmall  augmentation  to  it  from  John 
Warner,  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  of  about  ten  pounds  per 
annum,  but  not  fixed  to  it. 

The  vicarage  is  now  a difeharged  living,  of  the  clear 
yearly  certified  value  of  forty-five  pounds,  the  yearly 
tenths  of  which  are  14s,  yd. 

In  1732  it  was  augmented  by  the  governors  of  queen 
Anne’s  bounty,  and  by  the  benefactions  of  one  hundred 
pounds  per  annum,  from  the  trufhees  of  Sir  William 
Langhorne,  bart.  being  part  of  his  legacy  towards  the 
augmentation  of  fmall  livings,  and  of  looh  17s.  6d.  by 
Henry  Burville,  vicar  of  this  parifli,  with  which,  and 
fifty  pounds,  added  by  George  Richards,  the  fucceed- 
ing  vicar,  a farm  of  fifteen,  pounds  a year  was  pur- 
chafed  in  this  neighbourhood.  'The  vicarage,  which 
is  a handfome  fafiied  brick  houfe,  fituated  near  the 
church,  was  built  by  the  bounty  of  Philip  Bartholomew, 
efq.  of  Oxenhoath. 


CHURCH  OF  IFEST  PECKHAM. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  prefented. 
Prior  and  coftvent  of  Leeds  .. 


Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochejler. . . 


VICARS. 

William  Allen^ 

William  Huber d.,  137^.'' 

Edward Draynet.)  A.  B.  in  1627, 
obt.  1630.' 

Samuel  Cooke,  A.  B.  in  1630, 
obt.  Aug.  26,  1638. 

Rartholomeiv  May,  obt.  June  21, 
1709.' 

Henry  Burvill,  A.  M.  ob.  April 
20,  1749  ' 

George  Richards,  A.  M.  1749, 
obt,  Feb. 1783. 


>>  Willis’s  Buckingliam,  p.  354. 
William  Alleyn  exchanged  this  vi- 
carage with  William  Hubert),  for  that 
of  Wellbury,  in  Bnckinghamlhire. 
c MSS.  Twyl’dcn. 


d He  was  alfo  reAor  of  Merewoi  th, 
where  he  lies  buried. 

e He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
f He  was  a good  benefaftor  to  this 
vicarage,  and  lies  buried  in  this  church. 
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PATRONS,  &C.  VICARS. 

Dean  and chajiter  of  Roekejler, ...  Peur  Wade,  A.  M.  July  1783* 

obt.  Sept.  1783.® 

Jknold  Carter,  A.  M.  1783*  rc- 
figned  1795.’’ 

Richard  Bathurji,  A.  M.  1 795* 
the  ppefent  vicar.' 

% He  had  been  before  vicar  of  He  refigned  this  vicarage  for  that  of 
Boughton  Monchelfea,  which  he  re-  St.  Margaret's,  Roqhefter. 
li^tncd,  and  in  lyS'J  a difpenfation  i He  was  minor  canon  of  RocheBer. 
parted  for  his  holding  Cowling  reftory  He  was  before  vicar  of  Alhallows, 
with  this  vicarage,  Hoo,  which  he  refigned  for  this  vi- 

h He  was  minor  canon  of  Rochefter.  carage. 


MEREWORTH. 

eastward' from  Weft,  or  Little  Peekhamjies 
Merevvorth,  ufually  called  Merrud.  In  Domefday  it 
is  written  Marourde,  and  in  the  'Textus  Rof^enjis, 
RuuRTHA,  and  Meranwyrthe. 

The  parish  of  Mereworth  is  within  the  diftrift  of 
the  Weald,  being  fituated  fouthward  of  the  quarry 
hills.  It  is  exceedingly  pleafant,  as  well  from  its  na- 
tural fituation,  as  from  the  buildings,  avenues,  and  other 
ornamental  improvements  made  throughout  it  by  the 
late  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  nor  do  thofe  made  at  Yokes 
by  the  late  Mr.  Mafter  contribute  a little  to  the  con- 
tinued beauty  of  this  fcene.  The  turnpike  road  crofles 
this  parilh  through  the  vale  from  Maidftone,  towards 
Hadlow  and  Tunbridge,  on  each  fide  of  which  is  a 
fine  avenue  of  oaks,  with  a low  neatly  cut  quick  hedge 
along  the  whole  of  it,  which  leaves  an  uninterrupted 
view  over  the  houfe,  park,  and  grounds  of  lord  le  De- 
fpencer,  the  church  with  its  fine  built  Ipire,  and  the 
feat  of  Yokes,  and  beyond  it  an  extenfive  country, 
along  the  valley  to  Tunbridge,  making  altogether  a 
moft  beautiful  and  luxuriant  profpetS:. 

Mereworth  houfe  is  fituated  in  the  park,  which  riles 
finely  wooded  behind  it,  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the 

high 
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high  road,  having  a fine  fheec  of  water  in  the  front  of 
it,  being  formed  from  a part  of  a ftream  which  rifes  at 
a fmalldiftance  above  Yokes,  and  dividing  itfelf  into 
two  branches,  one  of  them  runs  in  front  of  Mereworth 
houfe  as  above-mentioned,  and  from  thence  through 
Watringbury,  towards  the  Medway  at  Bow-bridge  ; 
the  other  branch  runs  more  fouthward  to  Eaft  Peck- 
ham,  and  thence  into  the  Medway  at  a fmall  diftance 
above  Twiford  bridge. 

Mereworth-houfe  was  built  after  a plan  of  Palladio, 
defigned  for  a noble  Vicentine  gentleman,  Paolo  Al- 
merico,  an  ecclefiaftic  and  referendary  to  two  popes, 
who  built  It  in  his  owm  country  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  diftance  from  the  city  of  Venice,  in  a fituation 
pleafant  and  delightful,  and  nearly  like  this ; being 
watered  in  front  with  a river,  and  in  the  back  encom- 
pafled  with  the  moft  pleafant  rifings,  which  form  a kind 
of  theatre,  and  abound  with  large  and  (lately  groves 
of  oak  and  other  trees  ; from  the  top  of  thefe  rifings 
there  are  moft  beautiful  views,  fome  of  which  are  li  - 
mited,  and  others  extend  fo  as  to  be  terminated  only 
by  the  horizon.  Mereworth-houfe  is  built  in  a moat, 
and  has  four  fronts,  having  each  a portico,  but  the  two 
fide  ones  are  filled  up  ; under  the  floor  of  the  hall  and 
beft  apartments,  are  rooms  and  conveniences  for  the 
fervants.  The  hall,  which  is  in  the  middle,  forms  a 
cupola,  and  receives  its  light  from  above,  and  is  formed 
with  a double  cafe,  between  which  the  fmoke  is  con- 
veyed through  the  chimnies  to  the  center  of  it  at  top. 
The  wings  are  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  houfe,  and 
are  elegantly  defigned.  In  the  front  of  the  houfe  is 
an  avenue,  cut  through  the  w^oods,  three  miles  in 
length  towards  Wrotham-heath,  and  finiflied  with  in- 
credible expence  and  labour  by  lord  Weftmoreland, 
for  a communication  with  the  L.ondon  road  there  ; 
throughout  the  whole,  arc  and  nature  are  fo  happily 
blended  together,  as  to  render  it  a moft  delightful 
fituation. 
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In  the  weftern  part  of  this  parifh,  on  the  high  road 
is  the  village,  where  at  Mereworth  crofs  it  turns  Ihort 
off  to  the  fouthward  towards  Hadlow  and  Tunbridge, 
at  a fmall  diftance  further  weftward  is  the  church  and 
parfonage,  the  former  is  a confpicuous  ornament  to 
all  the  neighbouring  country  throughout  the  valley  ; 
hence  the  ground  rifes  to  Yokes,  which  is  moft  plea- 
lantly  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a hill,  commanding  a moft 
delightful  and  extenftve  profpeft  over  the  Weald,  and 
into  Surry  and  Suflex. 

7'owards  the  north  this  parifh  rifes  up  to  the  ridge 
of  hills,  called  the  Quarry-hills,  (and  there  are  now 
in  them,  though  few  in  number,  leveral  of  the  Martin 
CatSj  the  fame  as  thofe  at  Hudfon’s  Bay)  over  which 
is  the  extenfive  traft  of  wood-land,  called  the  Herft 
woods,  in  which  fo  late  as  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign, 
there  were  many  wild  fwine,  with  which  the  whole 
Weald  formerly  abounded,  by  reafon  of  the  plenty  of 
pannage  from  the  acorns  throughout  it.*‘ 

The  foil  of  this  parifh  is  very  fertile,  being  the  quarry 
ftone  thinly  covered  with  a loam,  throughout  the  nor- 
thern part  of  it ; but  in  the  fouthern  or  lower  parts,  as 
well  as  in  Eaft  Peckham  adjoining,  it  is  a fertile  clay, 
being  moftly  pafture  and  exceeding  rich  grazing  land, 
and  the  largert  oxen  perhaps  at  any  place  in  this  part 
of  England  are  bred  and  fatted  on  them,  the  weight  of 
fome  of  them  having  been,  as  I have  been  informed, 
near  three  hundred  ftone. 

The  manors  of  Mereworth  and  S wanton,  with 
others  in  this  neighbourhood,  were  antiently  bound  to 
contribute  towards  the  repair  of  the  fifth  pier  of  Ro- 
chefter  bridge.* 

This  place,  at  the  time  of  taking  the  furvey  of 
Domefday,  was  part  of  the  poffeffions  of  Hamo  Vice- 
comes,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus 
entered  in  that  book. 

In  Littlefield  hundred.  Hamo  holds  Mar  our  de.  Nor- 
man held  it  of  king  Edward^  and  then.,  and  nowy  it  was 

MSS.  Twyfden.  \ Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  42a. 
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and  h taxed  at  two  fillings.  The  arable  land  is  nine 
cariicates.  In  demefne  there  are  t%V0y  and  twenty-eight 
villeins.,  with  fifteen  borderers,  having  ten  carucates. 
'There  is  a church  and  ten  fervants,  and  tivo  mills  of  ten 
foillings,  and  two  fifheries  of  two  finllings.  There  are 
tzventy  acres  of  meadozv,  and  as  much  wood  as  is  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  pannage  of  fixty  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king 
Edward  the  Confefjbr,  it  zvas  zvorth  twelve  pounds, 
and  afterwards  ten  pounds,  now  nineteen  pounds. 

This  Hamo  Vicecomes  before-mentioned  wasHamo 
de  Crevequer,  who  was  appointed  V'^icecomes,  or  Ihe- 
rifrofKent,  foon  after  his  coming  over  hither  with 
the  Conqueror,  which  office  he  held  till  his  death  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  I. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  IL  Mereworth  was  in 
the  pofleffion  of  a family,  which  took  their  furname 
from  It,  and  held  It  as  two  knights  fees,  of  the  earls  of 
Clare,  as  of  their  honour  of  Clare. 

Roger,  fon  of  Euftace  de  Mereworth,  ponfeffied  it 
in  the  above  reign,  and  then  brought  a quare  impedit 
againft  the  prior  of  Leeds,  for  the  advowfon  of  the 
church  of  Mereworth."’ 

^ William  de  Mereworth  is  recorded  among  thofe 
Kentiffi  knights,  who  affifted  king  Richard  at  the  fiege 
of  Aeon,  in  Paleftine,  upon  which  account  it  is  pro- 
bable  the  crofs-croflets  were  added  to  the  paternal  arms 
of  this  family. 

Roger  de  Mereworth,  in  the  i8th  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward 1.  obtained  the  grant  of  a lair  at  his  manor  of 
Mereworth,  to  be  held  there  on  the  feaft  day  of  St. 
Laurence,  and  likewife  for  free-warren  in  the  fame,  and 
in  Eldehaye,  &c. 

John  de  Mereworth  held  this  manor  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  J[.  and  in  the  15th 
and  1 6th  years  of  the  next  reign  of  king  Edward  III. 
he  was  ffieriff,  and  refided  at  Mereworth-caftle.  His 

Pliilipott,  p.  236.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  496. 
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fonj  of  the  fame  name,  died  in  the  44th  year  of  it, 
without  iffue,  on  which  John  de  Malmains,  of  Mai- 
mains,  in  PJuckley,  was  found  to  be  his  heir  j and  he, 
in  the  46th  year  of  the  fame  reign,  alienated  his  in- 
tercft  in  it  to  Nicholas,  fon  of  Sir  John  de  Brembre, 
who  bore  for  his  arms.  Argent,  three  anmlets  fable,  oh 
a canton  of  the  fecond,  a mullet  of  the  firjl. 

Nicholas  de  Brembre  was  a citizen  and  grocer  of 
London,  and  was  lord  mayor  in  the  i ft  year  of  king 
Richard  II.  in  the  5th  year  of  which  reign  he  was 
knighted  for  his  good  fervices  againft  that  rebel  Wat 
Tyler,  in  the  6th  parliament  of  it,  he  reprefcnted  the 
city  of  London  in  it  but  at  length  becoming  ob- 
noxious to  the  prevailing  party  of  that  time,  he  was  at- 
tainted of  high  treafon  in  the  10th  year  of  that  reign, 
and  was  afterwards  beheaded, “ and  his  body  buried  in 
the  Grey  Friars  church,  now  Chrift  church,  in  London. 
His  eftate  being  thus  forfeited  to  the  crown,  king  Ri- 
chard, in  his  13th  year,  granted  this  manor  to  John 
Hermenftorpe,  who  fliordy  afterwards  palled  it  away 
to  Richard  Fitz  Alan,  earl  of  Arundel,  lord  trealurer 
and  admiral  of  England,  whofe  fon,  Thomas  Fitz 
Alan,  earl  of  Arundel,  dying  without  ifliie  in  the  4th 
year  of  king  Henry  V.  anno  1415,  his  four  fifters  be- 
came his  coheirs,  and  on  the  divifion  of  their  inhe- 
ritance, the  manor  of  Mereworth  became  the  property 
of  Joane,  lady  Abergavenny,  the  fecond  filler,  who 
had  married  William  Beauchamp,  lord  Abergavenny, 
and  llie  died  polfelfed  of  it  in  the  13th  year  of  king 
Henry  VI. ° After  which  it  appears  to  have  been 
veiled  in  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  foie  heir  of  her  fon, 
Richard  Beauchamp,  earl  of  Worcefter,  and  lord  Aber- 
gavenny, who  afterwards  married  Edward  Nevill, 
fourth  fon  of  Ralph,  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  who  had 
polfelTion  granted  of  the  lands  of  his  wife’s  inheritance, 

" S try pe’s  Scow’s  Survey,  book  v.  p.  114,  1 1 5. 

" Philipott,  p.  236.  Rot.  Efch.  an.  14  Henry  VI. 
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and  was  afterwards,  in  the  29th  year  of  Henry  VI. 
fummoned  to  parliament  by  the  title  of  lord  Berga- 
venny.  He  furvived  her,  and  died  in  the  i6th  year 
of  king  Edward  IV.  being  then  poffefled,  as  tenant 
by  the  curtefy  of  England,  of  the  Inheritance  of  Eli- 
zabeth his  firft  wife  before-mentioned,  of  the  manor 
of  Mereworth. 

From  him  it  defcended  to  his  great  grandfon, 
Henry  Nevill,  lord  Abergavenny,  who  died  in  the 
29th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,'’  when  by  inquifitioii 
he  was  found  to  die  poircffed,  among  other  premifes, 
of  this  manor  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of 
Mereworth,  and  the  manor  and  farm  of  Oldhaie,  alias 
Holehaie,  in  this  parilh,  and  that  Mary,  his  dauglitcr, 
was  his  foie  heir,  who  had  been  married  in  the  17th 
year  of  that  reign,  to  Sir  Thomas  Fane, 

The  family  of  Fane,’  alias  Vane,  are  of  antient 
Welfli  extradion,  and  for  many  generations  wrote 
themfelves  folely  Vane.  They  were  firft  feated  in 
this  county  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  when 
Henry  Vane  became  poflefled  of  Hilden,  in  Tun- 
bridge, and  relided  there.  Fie  left  three  fons,  the 
eldeft  of  whom,  John,  was  of  Tunbridge;  Thomas 
left  a fon  Humphry  ; and  Henry,  the  third  fon,  was 
father  of  Sir  Ralph  Vane,  who  was  attainted  in  the 
4th  year  of  king  Edward  VI. 

John  Vane,  alias  Fane,  efq.  of  Tunbridge,  the  el- 
deft fon,  had  four  fons  ; the  eldeft  of  whom  Henry, 
was  of  Iladlow',  but  died  f.  p.  Richard  was  anceftor 
of  the  Fanes,  of  Badfell,  in  Tudeley,  the  earls  of 
Weftmoreland,  the  vifeounts  Fane  of  Ireland,  and 
the  Fanes  of  Mereworth  and  Burfton.  Thomas,  was 
of  London,  and  John,  the  fourth  fon,  was  of  Had- 

Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  Philipotr,  p.  236.  See  more  of  the 
Nevills,  under  Birling,  p.  477. 

Coll.  Peer.  vol.  iii.  p.  173.  Memorials  in  Mereworth,  Hun- 
ton,  and  Tudely  churches.  MSS.  pedigree  of  Fane. 
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low,  and  was  anceftor  of  the  two  Sir  Henry  Vanes, 
whole  dcfcendant  is  the  prefent  earl  of  Darlington,  as 
were  the  late  vifcounts  Vane,  and  the  Fanes,  late  of 
Winchelfea,  in  Sutfex. 

John  Fane,  efq.  the  father,  dying  in  1488,  anno 
4 king  Henry  VII.  was  buried  in  Tunbridge  church, 
whole  fon  Richard,  heir  to  his  elder  brother  Henry, 
married  Agnes,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Sti- 
dolfe,  efq.  of  Badfell,  where  he  afterwards  refided,  as 
did  his  Ion  George  Fane,  and  grandfon  of  the  fame 
name,  the  latter  of  whom  w'as  flierift',  anno  4 and  5 
of  Philip  and  Mary,  and  died  in  1571,  leaving  two 
fons  of  the  name  of  Thomas,  the  eldeft  of  whom  will 
be  mentioned  hereafter,  and  the  youngeft  was  feated 
at  Burfton,  in  Hunton,  where  a further  account  may 
be  feen  of  him. 

Thomas  Fane,  the  eldeft  fon  and  heir,  having  en- 
gaged in  the  rebellion  raifed  by  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt, 
in  the  firft  year  of  queen  Mary,  w'as  attainted,  and  a 
warrant  ifl'ued  for  his  execution,  but  the  queen  hav- 
ing companion  on  his  youth,  pardoned  him,  and  he 
was  foon  afterwards  reftored  to  his  liberty  and  eftate. 
He  was  twice  married,  ftrft  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Sir  Thomas  Colepeper,  of  Bedgbury,  by  whom  he 
had  no  iffue  ; and  fecondly,  to  lady  Mary,  foie  daugh- 
ter and  heir  of  Henry  Nevill,  lord  Abergavenny,  by 
his  wife  Frances,  daughter  to  Thomas  Manners,  earl 
of  Rutland,  and  in  her  right  poflefted  this  manor  of 
Mereworth,  &c.  as  has  been  already  mentioned. 

Sir  Thomas  Fane,  for  he  had  been  knighted  the 
year  before  his  laft  marriage,  in  the  queen’s  prefence, 
by  the  earl  ot  Leicefter,  after  this  refided  at  times, 
both  at  Mereworth  caftle  and  at  Badfell,  of  which 
latter  place  he  wrote  himfelf.  He  died  in  the  31ft 
year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  was  buried  at  Tudely, 
whence  his  body  was  afterwards  removed  to  Mere- 
worth  church.  Fie  left  by  the  lady  Mary,  his  wife, 
who  furvived  him,  Francis,  his  heir,  and  George, 
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who  fiicceeded  to  this  manor  and  eftate  at  Mereworth, 
after  his  mother’s  death,  and  who  was  made  heir  to 
his  uncle,  Sir  Thomas  Fane,  ot  Burfton. 

Lady  Mary  Fane,  on  the  death  of  her  father, 
Henry,  lord  Abergavenny,  had  challenged  the  title  of 
baronels  of  Bergavenny,  againll  Edward  Nevill,  Ion 
of  Sir  Edward  Nevill,  a younger  brother  of  George, 
lord  Bergavenny,  father  of  Henry,  lord  Bergavenny, 
before- mentioned,  on  which  Sir  Edward  Nevill,  the 
caftle  of  Bergavenny  had  been  fettled  both  by  tefta- 
ment  and  aA  of  parliament. 

This  claim  w'as  not  determined  until  after  Sir  Tho- 
mas Fane’s  death,  in  the  firll  year  of  kins:  lames  1. 
when  after  great  argument  ufed  on  both  Tides,  the 
title  of  baron  of  Bergavenny,  was  both  by  judgment 
of  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  order  of  the  lords  commif- 
fioners  for  the  office  of  earl  marffial,  decreed  for  the 
heir  male,  and  to  give  Tome  latistadiion  to  the  heir 
female,  the  king,  by  his  letters  patent  dated  as  be- 
fore-mentioned, granted  and  reltored  to  her  and  her 
heirs,  the  dignity  of  baronefs  le  Defpencer,"  with  the 
antient  feat,  place,  and  precedency  of  her  anceftors. 

The  lady  Mary,  baronels  le  Defpcncer,  furvived 
her  hufband  many  years,  and  died  at  Mereworlh- 
caftle,  in  1626,  and  was  buried  in  Mereworth  church, 
leaving  her  two  fons,  Francis  and  George,  lurviving. 
The  eldeft  of  whom  Francis,  in  1623,  was  created 
baron  Burgherlh,  and  earl  of  Weftmoreland.  He  died 
in  1628,  having  had  by  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  and 
foie  heir  of  Sir  Anthony  Mildmay,  of  Apethorp,  in 
Northamptonlhire,  feveral  fons  and  daughters,  of 
the  former,  Mildmay  was  the  eldeft,  w'ho  fucceeded 
him  in  titles  ; Francis  was  afterw'ards  knighted  ; and 
Henry  was  anceflor  to  the  vifeounts  Fane. 

Mildmay,  the  eldeft  Ion,  earl  of  Weftmoreland, 
dying  in  1665,  was  buried  at  Apethorp.  He  left  by 
his  firft  wife  Grace,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Thorn* 

^ See  Harl.  MSS.  No.  1877-55.  No.  6778.6,  7,  8,  9* 
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hurft,  one  fon  Charles,  who  fucceeded  him  in  honors 
and  eftate,  and  by  his  fecond  wife  Mary,  fecond 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Horace,  lord  Vere,  of  Tilbury, 
widow  of  Sir  Roger  Townfend,  bart.  of  Rainham,  in 
Norfolk,  one  fon,  Vere  Fane. 

Charles,  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  was  twice  married, 
but  dying  without  iffue  in  1691,  was  fucceeded  by  his 
half-brotherSir  Vere  Fane,  K.B.  above-mentioned,  who 
was  M.  P.  for  this  county  in  1678,  and  in  1692  joint 
lord-lieutenant  with  Henry,  lord  vifcount  Sidney. 
He  died  next  year,  leaving  by  Rachael  his  wife,  only 
daughter  and  heir  of  John  Bunce,  efq.  alderman  of 
London,  feveral  fons  and  daughters,  of  the  former, 
Vere,  fucceeded  him  in  titles  and  eftate,  and  died  un- 
married in  1699,  Thomas,  the  fecond  fon,  fuc- 
ceeded his  brother  as  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  and  died 
without  iflue  j and  John,  the  third  fon,  fucceeded 
his  brother  as  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  and  Mildmay, 
was  the  fourth  fon,  both  of  whom  will  be  further 
mentioned. 

Of  the  daughters,  Mary  married  Sir  Francis  Dafh- 
wood,  bart.  of  London,  father  of  the  late  lord  le  De- 
fpencer;  Catherine  married  William  Paul,  efq.  of 
Berklhire,  whofe  only  daughter  and  heir,  Catherine, 
married  Sir  William  Stapleton,  bart.  father  of  Sir 
Thomas  Stapleton,  bart.  lately  decealed,  and  Sufan 
died  unmarried. 

But  to  return  to  George  Fane,  the  fecond  fon  of 
the  lady  Mary,  baronefs  le  Defpencer,  by  her  huf- 
band.  Sir  Thomas  Fane.  He  was  knighted  at  the 
coronation  of  king  James  I.  in  the  i8th  year  of  which 
reign  hewaschofen  M.  P.  for  this  county,  and  on  his 
mother’s  death  in  1626,  he  fucceeded  to  the  manor 
of  Mereworth,  with  the  caftle,  advowfon,  and  other 
eftates  in  this  parifti ; and  on  the  death  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas Fane,  of  Burfton,  his  uncle,  in  1606,  fucceeded 
by  his  will  to  his  feat  at  Burfton,  and  the  reft  of  his 
eftates. 
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Sir  George  Fane  refided  afterwards  at  Burfton, 
where  he  died  in  1640,  being  lucceeded  in  this  ma- 
nor and  eflate  by  his  eldeft  Ion,  Thomas  Fane,  efq. 
of  Burfton,  who  was  a colonel  in  the  army.  He  died 
unmarried  at  Burfton  in  1692,  and  was  buried  near 
his  father  inHunton  church,  leaving  the  manor  and 
caftle  ot  Mereworth,  with  the  advowfon  of  this 
church,  his  feat  at  Burfton,  and  all  other  his  eftates 
in  this  county,  to  Mildmay  Fane,  the  youngeft  fon  of 
Vete,  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  by  Rachael,  his  wife, 
daughter  of  John  Bunce,  efq. 

Mildmay  Fane,  efq.  refided  at  Mereworth-caftle, 
and  in  1715  was  chofen  M.  P.  for  this  county.  He 
died  unmarried  that  year,  and  was  lucceeded  in  this 
manor  and  caftle,  as  well  as  in  his  other  eftates,  by 
Thomas,  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  his  eldeft  furviving 
brother,  who  was  chief  juftice  in  eyre,  fouth  of  Trent, 
and  of  the  privy  council  to  king  George  I.  This  earl 
intending  to  refide  at  Apetiiorp,  in  Northampton- 
Ibire,  procured  an  adl  in  the  5th  year  of  that  reign, 
to  fell  this  manor,  as  well  as  all  the  reft  of  his  Kentilh 
eftates,  but  changing  his  mind,  no  fale  was  made  of 
any  of  them,  and  he  afterwards  refided  at  Mereworth 
caftle,  where  he  died  /.  p.  in  1736,  and  was  buried  at 
Apethorp,  fo  that  his  honours  and  eftates  defcended 
to  John,  his  younger  and  only  furviving  brother,  who 
became  the  7th  eat  1 of  Weftmoreland,  and  following 
a military  life  in  his  early  youth,  at  length  arrived  at 
the  rank  of  lieutenant  general.  On  the  death  of  his 
younger  brother,  Mildmay  Fane,  he  was  in  1715  cho- 
fen in  his  room  M.  P.  for  this  county;  and  in  1733 
was  created  a peer  of  Ireland,  by  the  title  of  baron 
of  Catherlough,  and  in  1737  he  was  appointed  lord- 
lieutenant  of  Northampronftiire.  He  retired  to  Me- 
reworth caftle  foon  after  the  death  of  earl  Thomas, 
which  feat  he  rebuilt,  as  well  as  the  church  of  Mere- 
worth,  in  an  elegant  manner,  and  continued  adding 
to  the  improvements  and  grandeur  of  this  place  till 

the 
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the  time  of  his  death,  infomuch,  that  it  may  now  be 
juftly  eftcemed  one  of  tlie  greateft  ornaments  of  this 
county. 

The  earl  was  high  fteward,  and  afterwards  chan- 
cellor of  the  univerlity  of  Oxford,  in  which  laft  high 
and  honorable  office  he  was  infl'alled  there,  on  July  3, 
1759,  with  the  greateft  folemnity,  and  with  a mag- 
nificence and  fplendor  unknown  at  any  former  in- 
ftallation.  He  married  Mary,  only  daughter  and  heir 
of  the  lord  Henry  Cavendifh,  but  dying  in  1762,/.  p. 
he  by  his  will  deviled  this  manor  and  feat,  with  the 
reft  of  his  eftates  in  this  county,  to  his  nephew  Sir 
Francis  Dafhwood,  bart.  fon  of  Sir  Francis  Dafh- 
wood,  bart,  of  Weft  Peckham,  by  his  fifter  the  lady 
Mary,  eldeft  daughter  of  Vere,  earl  of  Weftmoreland, 
and  to  the  heirs  of  his  body,  with  remainder  to  Sir 
Thomas  Stapleton,  bart.  his  great  nephew,  viz.  fon  of 
Sir  William  Stapleton,  bart.  by  Catherine,  daughter 
and  heir  of  William  Paul,  of  Bromwich,  in  Oxford- 
Ihire,  by  his  fifter  Catherine,  younger  daughter  of  the 
faid  Vere,  earl  of  Weftmoreland. 

On  the  death  of  John,  earl  of  Weftmoreland, 
without  iliiie,  his  Irifh  peerage  became  extinft,  but 
the  barony  of  le  Defpencer  being  a barony  in  fee  to 
heirs  general,  was  confirmed  to  Sir  Francis  Dafhwood, 
bart.  his  fifter’s  fon;  and  the  titles  of  baron  Burg- 
herlh  and  earl  of  Weftmoreland  went  to  Thomas 
F'ane,  of  Briftol,  merchant,  the' next  heir  male  de- 
feendant  of  Sir  Francis  Fane,  fecond  furviving  fon  of 
Francis,  firft  earl  of  Weftmoreland.  The  earls  of 
Weftmoreland  bore  for  their  arms,  Ahire,  three  right 
hand  gauntlets  with  their  backs  affrontee^  or.  And  for 
their  creft.  Out  of  a ducal  coronet  or,  a bidl's  head  ar- 
gent, pyed  fable,  armed  or,  and  charged  on  the  neck  with 
a rofe  gules,  barbed  and  feeded  proper  ; being  the  an- 
tient  creft  of  Nevill. 

Sir  Francis  Dafhwood,  bart.  was  defeended  from 
Samuel  Dafliwood,  efq.  of  Rowney,  near  Taunton, 

who 
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who  by  his  flrfl  wife  had  John,  anceftor  of  the  Dafli- 
woods,  of  EfTex  and  Suffolk  ; Francis,  of  whom  here- 
after j Richard  and  William,  of  Chefhunt,  in  Hert- 
fordfhire,  who  fined  for  alderman  of  London.  By 
his  fecond  wife  he  had  George,  anceftor  to  the  Dafh- 
woods,  of  Oxford,  baronets. 

Francis  Dafhwood,  the  fecond  Ton,  was  a Turkey 
merchant,  and  an  alderman  of  London,  who  bore  for 
his  arms.  Ardent,  on  a fefs  double  cotized gules,  three 
griffins  heads  erajed,  or,  granted  to  him  in  1662,  by 
Byflie,  clarencieux.  He  died  in  16B3,  leaving  feveral 
children,  the  eldeft  of  whom  Samuel  was  knighted,  and 
w^as  lord-mayor  of  London  in  1 702,  and  was  anceftor  of 
the  Dafhwoods,  of  Well,  in  Lincolnfiiire  j Francis  the 
youngeft  was  knighted  and  created  a baronet  in  1707, 
whofe  fecond  wife  was  the  lady  Mary,  eldeft  fifter  of 
John,  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  who  died  in  1710,  and 
lies  buried  in  Weft  Wycomb  church,  in  Bucking 
hamihire,  where  an  elegant  monument  is  erefted  to 
her  memory  ; by  whom  he  had  an  only  fon,  Francis, 
and  a daughter,  Rachael,  married  in  1738  to  Sir  Ro- 
bert Auften,  bart.  of  Bexley,  in  this  county.  Sir 
Francis  Dafhwood,  bart.  the  Ton,  was  of  Weft  Wy- 
comb, and  on  the  deceafe  of  John,  earl  of  Weftmore- 
land, fucceeded'  by  his  will  to  this  manor  and  houfe  of 
Mereworth,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this 
county,  to  whom  the  king  on  April  19,  1763^  con- 
firmed to  him,  in  right  of  the  lady  Mary,  his  mother, 
the  premier  barony  of  Le  Defpencer,  the  fame  being 
a barony  in  fee  defcendible  to  the  heirs  general. 

Hemarriedthe  daughter  of  tlenry  Gould, efq.  of  Tver, 
inBuckingham(hirc,by  whom  he  hadnoifiue,and  died 
in  1760,  being  a privy-counfellor  and  lord-lieutenant 
of  Buckinghamihire,  upon  which  this  manor  and  feat, 
with  the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this  county,  went,  by 
the  will  of  John,  earl  of  W eftmoreland,  as  mentioned 
before,  to  Sir  Thomas  Stapleton,  bart.  of  Grays,  in 
Oxfordfhire,  (fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Stapleton,  the  earl’s 
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great  nephew  who  had  deceafed  in  1781)  who  on  the 
death  of  Rachael,  filler  of  the  late  lord  le  Defpencer, 
widow  of  Sir  Robert  Auften,  bart.  before  mem ioned, 
in  1788,/.  p.  fucceeded  to  the  title  likewile  of  lordle 
Defpencer,  and  he  is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  this  ele- 
gant feat,  now  called  Mereworth,  or  more  commonly 
Merrud  houfe,  the  manor  and  the  advowfon  of  this 
church. 

He  married  Elizabeth,  fecond  daughter  of  S.  Eliot, 
cfq.  of  Antigua,  by  whom  he  has  a fon  and  daughter. 
He  bears  for  his  arms.  Argent , a lion  rampant  gules, 
for  Stapleton,  quartered  with  the  arms  of  Fane  ; and 
for  his  lupporters,  thofe  of  the  earls  of  Weflmoreland, 
the  dexter  a griffin,  the  Jinifter  a bull,  both  collared  and 
chained ; ere  ft,  a Saracen  s head. 

Yokes-place,  formerly  called  Jotes-place,  is  a 
feat  in  this  pariQi,  the  feite  of  which,  in  die  reign  of 
king  Henry  III.  was  in  the  pofleffion  of  Fulco  de 
Sharftede,  who  then  held  it  as  the  third  part  of  a 
knight’s  fee,  of  the  earl  of  Glouccfter,®  and  his  de- 
feendant,  Simon  de  Sharfted  died  poflefled  of  it  in 
the  25th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  After  which  it  be- 
came the  property  of  the  family  of  Leyborne  ; and 
in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  it  was  come  into  the 
pofleftion  of  William  de  Clinton,  earl  of  Hunting- 
don, in  right  of  his  wife,  Juliana  de  Leyborne,  the 
heirefs  of  that  fimily,  and  he,  in  the  20th  year  of 
that  reign  paid  aid  for  it.  His  wife  furvived  him, 
and  again  poflelfed  this  eftate  in  her  own  right,  and 
died  poflelfed  of  it  in  the  41ft  year  of  that  reign, 
without  ifllie. 

On  her  death,  this  eftate,  among  the  reft  of  her 
pofleflions,  efeheated  to  the  crown  for  want  of  heirs. 
Soon  after  which,  it  feems  to  have  come  into  the  pof- 
-fefllon  of  a family,  who  Implanted  their  name  on  it, 
and  were  written  in  feveral  old  datelefs  deeds,  Jeotes, 

* Book  of  Knights  Fees  in  the  Exchequer.^ 

and 


MEREWORTH.  8j 

and  by  contra(5lion  were  called  Joies.  But  this  name 
was  extindt  here  before  the  end  of  the  reign  of  king 
Richard  II.  when  it  appears  to  have  been  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  Richard  Fitza]an,earl  of  Arundel,  from  whom 
it  defcended  in  like  manner,  as  Mereworth  manor,  to 
Joane  hi$  daughter,  coheir  to  Thomas,  earl  of  Arun- 
del, her  brother,  who  married  William  Beauchamp, 
lord  Abergavenny,  and  their  fon,  Richard,  earl  of 
Worcefter,  and  lord  Abergavenny,  leaving  an  only 
daughter  and  heir,  Elizabeth,  fhe  carried  Jotes-place 
in  marriage  to  Edward  Nevill,  fourth  fon  of  Ralph, 
earl  of  Weltmoreland,  who  was  fummoned  to  parlia- 
ment as  lord  Bergavenny,  and  died  in  the  i6th  year  of 
king  Edward  IV.  being  then  poflefled,  as  tenant  by 
the  curtefy  of  England,  in  right  of  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
of  this  eftate,  as  well  as  of  Mereworth  manor.  His 
fon  Sir  George  Nevill,  lord  Bergavenny,  died  poflefTed 
of  it  in  the  7th  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  anno  1491, 
leaving  feveral  fons  and  daughters,  of  whom  George, 
the  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded  him  as  lord  Abergavenny,  in 
this  eftate,  and  in  the  manor  of  Mereworth  ; William 
was  the  fecond  fon  j Edward  was  the  third,  whofe  de- 
fendants fucceeded  in  procefs  of  time  to  the  barony  of 
Abergavenny,  and  Sir  Thomas  Nevill  was  the  fourth 
fon,  to  whom  his  father  bequeathed  Jotes-place,  with 
the  eftate  belonging  to  it.‘  He  was  of  the  privy- 
council  to  king  Henry  VIII.  and  fccretary  of  flate, 
and  dying  in  1542,  was  buried  in  Mereworth  church. 
His  only  daughter  and  heir,  Margaret,  married  Sir 
Robert  Southwell,  matter  of  the  rolls,  &c.  who  in  her 
right  became  poireffed  of  Jotes  place,  where  he  re- 
fided.“  But  in  the  35th  year  of  king  Henry  VIIL 
anno  i543>  he  alienated  it,  with  other  eftates  in  this 
parilh  and  Weft  Peckham,  to  Sir  Edward  Walfing- 
ham,  of  Scadbury,  in  this  county,  in  whofe  defcendants 

‘ Philipott,  p.  237.  Coll.  Peer.  vol.  vi.  p.  502. 

“ See  more  of  ihis  family  under  Badlefmere. 
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it  continued  till  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  I,  when  Sir  Thomas  Walfingham,  of  Scad- 
bury,  conveyed  Yokes-place,  as  it  came  now  to  be 
called,  with  the  other  eftates  before-mentioned,  to  his 
fon-in-Iaw,  Mr,  James  Matter,  Ton  of  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Matter,  merchant,  of  London,  whofc  widow  he  had 
married,  being  the  fecond  fon  of  James  Matter,  efq. 
ofEatt  Langdon.  Mr.  James  Matter  refided  here, 
where  he  died  in  1689,  and  was  buried  in  Mere  worth 
church.  He  left  three  Tons  and  two  daughters,  James 
his  heir  j Streynfliam,  of  Holton,  in  Oxfordlhire,  and 
Richard.  The  daughters  were,  Frances,  who  died 
without  iflue,  and  Martha,  who  married  Lionel  Da- 
niel, efq.  of  Surry,  by  whom  flie  had  William,  his  heir, 
and  a daughter  Elizabeth,  married  to  George,  late 
lord  vifeount  Torrington. 

James  Matter,  efq.  the  cldett  fon,  refided  at  Yokes- 
place,  and  was  Iheriff  in  1725.  He  died  in  1728  un- 
married, and  gave  by  his  will  this  feat,  with  the  reft 
of  his  eftates,  to  his  youngeft  brother,  Richard  Matter, 
who  likewife  re.fidcd  at  Yokes,  where  he  died  unmar- 
ried in  1767,  and  by  his  will  devifed  it,  with  all  his 
other  pofleffions,  to  his  nephew,  William  Daniel,  efq, 
of  Surry,  fon  of  his  fitter  Martha,  enjoining  him  to  take 
the  arms  and  furname  of  Matter  ; accordingly  he  bore 
for  his  arms,  ^tarterly,  firft  and  fourth,  Mafier ; 
azurCt  a fefs  crenelle  between  three  griffins  heads  era[ed 
or  ; fecond  and  third,  Daniel^  argent ^ a pale  fnjilly 
fable. 

William  Daniel  Matter,  efq.  refided  at  Yokes- 
place,  where  he  kept  his  fhrievalty  in  the  year  1771, 
having  almoft  rebuilt  this  feat,  and  laid  out  the  ad- 
joining grounds  in  a modern  and  elegant  tafte.  He 
married  Frances- Ifabella,  daughter  of  Thomas  Daly- 
fon,  efq.  of  Weft  Peckham.  He  died  f.p.  in  1792, 
and  left  Mrs.  Matter  ftill  furviving  him. 

SwANTON -COURT  is  a manor  in  this  paritti,  the 
manfion  of  which,  fituated  about  half  a mile  weft  ward 
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from  Yokes -place,  is  now  only  a mean  cottage.  In 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  Richard  de  Swanton 
held  it,  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  of  John  de  Bclleacre,  as 
he  did  of  the  earl  of  GJoucefter.'^  In  the  loth  year 
ot  king  Edward  III.  it  was  become  the  property  of 
Elizabeth,  foie  daughter  and  heir  of  Wm.  de  Burgh, 
earl  of  Ulfter,  who  by  her  hulband  Lionel,  duke  of 
Clarence,  left  an  only  daughter,  Philippa,  whofc  huf- 
band,  Edward  Mortimer,  earl  of  March,  had  polTeffion 
granted  to  him  of  this  manor,  among  other  lands  of  her 
inheritance. 

Soon  after  which,  this  manor  came  into  the  polTef- 
fion  of  that  branch  of  the  family  of  Colepeper,  feated 
at  Oxenhoath,  in  the  adjoining  parilh  of  Weft  Peck- 
ham  ; in  which  it  remained  till  Sir  John  Colepeper, 
one  of  the  jiiftices  of  the  common  pleas,  gave  it,  with 
other  lands  in  this  neighbourhood,  in  the  loth  year  of 
king  Henry  IV.  anno  1408,  to  the  knights  hofpital- 
lers  of  St.  John,  of  Jerufalem,  who  founded  a pre- 
ceptoryon  that  part  of  thefe  lands,  which  lay  in  Weft 
Peckham. 

This  manor  continued  part  of  their  poflelllons  till 
the  general  diftolution  of  their  order  in  the  3 2d  year 
of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was  fupprefted  by  an  ad: 
then  efpecially  palTed  for  that  purpofe ; and  all  the  lands 
and  revenues  of  it  were  given  by  it  to  the  king  and  his 
heirs  for  ever.  The  next  year  the  king  granted  the 
manor  of  Swanton  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  who  in 
the  35th  year  of  that  reign,  alienated  it  to  Sir  Edmund 
Walfingham,  in  whofe  defcendants  it  continued  till  the 
latter  end  of  king  Charles  I.’s  reign,  when  Sir  Thomas 
Walfingham  alienated  it,  with  Yokes-place  and  other 
eftates  in  this  neighbourhood,  to  his  fon-in-law,  Mr. 
James  Mafter  ; fince  which  it  has  defcended,  in  like 
manner  as  Yokes,  to  William  Daniel  Mafter,  efq.  who 
died  poflcfted  of  it  f.  p.  in  1792,  and  by  his  will  de- 

“ Book  of  Knights  Fees  in  the  Exchequer, 
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vifed  it  to  George  Bing,  lord  vifcount  Torrington,  the 
prefent  poflelTor  of  it. 

Fowk  Es  is  a manor  in  this  parirti,  formerly  efteemed 
as  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Watringbury,  under 
which  a further  account  of  it  may  be  feen.  It  belonged 
to  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary  Grace,  near  the  Tower,  Lon- 
don, and  after  the  diflblution  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  pafiTed  through  feveral  owners  till  the 
reign  of  king  James  I.  when  it  was  alienated  to  Oliver 
StyJe,  cfq.  in  whofe  defeendants  it  has  continued  till 
this  time,  the  prefent  inheritance  of  it  being  veiled  in 
Sir  Charles  Style,  bart.  of  Watringbury. 

Barons-place  is  a capital  meflliage  in  Mereworth, 
-which,  with  the  eftate  belonging  to  it,  was  part  of  the 
poirelTions  of  Sir  Nicholas  Pelham,  of  Cattsfield- 
place,  in  Siiflex,  who  alienated  it  to  Chriftopher  Vane, 
lord  Barnard  j after  which  it  defeended  in  like  manner 
■as  Shipborne  and  Fairlawne,  to  William,  vifcount 
Vane,  who  dying  in  1789,//).  devifedit  by  his  will  to 
David  Papillon,  efq.  of  Acrife,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  family  of  Brewer  refided  in  this  parifli  for 
many  generations,  before  they  removed  in  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  VI.  to  Smith’s  hall,  in  Weft  Farleigh; 
their  feat  here,  being  called  from  them.  Brewer' 
place. 

CHARITIES. 

The  baroness,  wife  pf  Francis,  lord  Defpencer,  gave  by 
will  certain  land,  the  yearly  produce  of  it  to  be  applied  towards 
the  purchafingof  twenty  gowns  for  twenty  poor  families  yearly, 
veiled  in  the  prefent  lord  le  Defpencer,  and  now  of  the  annual 
produce  of  20I. 

A PERSON  UNKNOWN  gave  the  fum  of  los.  per  annum  for 
the  ufe  of  the  poor,  veiled  in  Sir  William  Twyfden,  bart.  and 
, row  of  that  annual  produce. 

A PERSON  UNKNOWN  gave  the  like  yearly  fum  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  veiled  in  Mr.  Richard  Sex. 

A PERSON  UNKNOWN  gave  certain  wood  land  for  the  fame 
ufe,  veiled  in  the  prefent  lord  le  Defpencer,  and  now  of  the 
annual  produce  of  15s. 

A PERSON  UNKNOWN  gavc  Certain  land  for  the  like  ufe, 
veAed  in  the  churchwardens  and  overfeers,  and  of  the  annual 
produce  of  3I.  105. 
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Mereworth  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction ot  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church  was  dedicated  to  Sr.  Laurence.  It  was 
an  antient  building,  and  formerly  flood  where  the  weft 
wing  of  Mereworth-houfe,  made  ufe  of  for  the  {ta- 
bles, now  (lands.  It  was  pulled  down  by  John,  late 
earl  of  Weflmoreland,  when  he  rebuilt  that  houfe,  and 
in  lieu  of  it  he  created,  about  half  a mile  weft  ward  from 
the  old  one,  in  the  center  of  the  village,  the  prefent 
church,  a mod  elegant  building,  with  a beautiful  fpire 
fteeple,  and  a handfome  portico  in  the  front  of  it,  with 
pillars  of  the  Corinthian  order.  The  whole  of  it  is 
compofed  of  different  forts  of  flone ; and  the  eafl  win  • 
dow  is  handfomely  glazed  with  painted  glafs,  colleded 
by  him  for  this  purpofe. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  the  advowfon  of  this 
church  was  the  property  of  Roger  de  Mereworth,  be- 
tween whom  and  the  prior  and  convent  of  Ledes,  in 
this  county,  there  had  been  much  difpute,  concerning 
the  patronage  of  it : at  length  both  parties  fubmitted 
their  interefl  to  Gilbert,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  who  de- 
creed, that  the  advowfon  of  it  fhould  remain  to  Roger 
de  Mereworth ; and  he  further  granted,  with  his  con- 
fent,  and  that  of  Martin  thenparlon  of  it,  to  the  prior 
and  convent,  the  fum  of  forty  Ihillings,  in  the  name  of 
a perpetual  benefice,  and  not  in  the  name  of  apenfion, 
in  perpetual  alms,  to  be  received  yearly  for  ever,  from 
the  parfon  of  it.* 

The  prior  and  the  convent  of  Ledes  afterwards, 
anno  12  Henry  VII.  releafed  to  Hugh  Walker,  re<5lor 
of  this  church,  their  right  and  claim  to  this  penfion, 
and  all  their  right  and  claim  in  the  reflory,  by  rea- 
fon  of  it,  or  by  any  other  means  whatfoever. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  the  reeftor  and  pa- 
rifliioners  of  this  church  petitioned  the  bifhop  of  Ro- 


* See  the  confirmations  of  it  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  21 1,  217. 
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chefter,  to  change  the  day  of  the  feaft  of  the  dedication  ' 
of  it,  whicli  being  folemnized  yearly  on  the  4th  day  of 
June,  and  the  moveable  feafts  of  Pcntecoft,  viz.  of  the 
facred  trinity ^ or  Corpus  Chrijii^  very  often  happening 
on  it  j the  divine  fervice  ufcd  on  the  feafts  of  dedica- 
tions could  not  in  fome  years  be  celebrated,  but  was 
of  neceftity  deferred  to  another  day,  that  thefe  folem- 
nities  of  religion  and  of  the  fair  might  not  happen  to- 
gether. Upon  which  the  bifhop,  in  1439,  transferred 
the  feaft  to  the  Monday  next  after  the  exaltation  of  the 
Holy  Crofs,  enjoining  all  and  fingular  the  rectors,  and 
their  curates,  as  well  as  the  parifhioners  from  time  to 
time  to  obferve  it  accordingly  as  fuch.  And  to  encou- 
rage the  parifliioners  and  others  to  refort  to  it  on  that 
day,  he  granted  to  fuch  as  did,  forty  days  reiniftion  of 
their  fins. 

Soon  after  the  above-mentioned  difpute  between 
Roger  de  Mereworth  and  the  prioi^ and  convent  of 
Ledes,  the  church  of  Mereworth  appears  to  have  been 
given  to  the  priory  of  Black  Canons,  at  Tunbridge.^ 
And  it  remained  w\th  the  above-mentioned  priory  till 
its  difiblution  in  the  16th  year  of  king  Henry  Vlll.  a 
bull  having  been  obtained  fiom  the  pope,  with  the 
king’s  leave,  for  rfiat  purpole.  After  which  the  king, 
in  his  17th  year,  granted  that  priory,  with  others  then 
fupprefled  for  the  like  purpole,  together  with  all  tlieir 
manors,  lands,  and  pofTeftions,  to  cardinal  Woiley,  for 
the  better  endowment  of  his  college,  called  Cardinal 
college,  in  Oxford.  But  four  years  afterwards,  the 
cardinal  being  caft  in  a pramunirey  all  the  eftates  of  that 
college,  which  for  want  of  time  had  not  been  firmly 
fettled  on  it,  became  forfeited  to  the  crown.^  After 
which,  the  king  granted  the  patronage  of  the  church 
of  Mereworth,  to  Sir  George  Nevill,  lord  Aberga- 
venny, whofc  defeendant  Henry,  lord  Abergavenny, 

See  the  pope’s  confirmation  of  it  in  Reg.  RofF.  p.  668. 

See  Lefnes  abbey  in  Erilh,  vol.  ii.  of  this  hillory,  p.  252, 
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died  poffeffed  of  it  in  the  29th  year  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Mary,  married 
to  Sir  Thomas  Fane,  who  in  her  right  poflefiTed  it. 
Since  which  it  has  continued  in  the  fame  owners,  that 
the  manor  of  Mereworth  has,  and  is  as  fuch  now  in 
the  patronage  of  the  right  hon.  Thomas,  lord  le  De- 
fpencer. 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  14!.  2S.  6d.  and 
the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  8s.  3d. 

It  appears  by  a valuation  of  this  church,  and  a ter- 
rier of  the  lands  belonging  to  it,  fubfcribed  by  the  rec- 
tor, churchwardens,  and  inhabitants,  in  1634,  that  there 
belonged  to  it,  a parlbnage-houfe,  with  a barn,  &c.  a 
field  called  Parfonage  field,  a clofe,  and  a garden,  two 
orchards,  four  fields  called  Siimmerfourds^  AJhfield^  the 
Coney-yearth,  and  Millfield,  and  the  herbage  of  the 
church-yard,  containing  in  the  whole  about  thirty 
acres,  that  the  houfe  and  fome  of  the  land  where  James 
Goftlinge  then  dwelt,  paid  to  the  re6lor  for  lord’s  rent 
twelve-pence  per  annum  j that  the  houfes  and  land 
where  Thomas  Stone  and  Henry  Filtnefs  then  dwelt, 
paid  two-pence  per  annum  ; that  there  was  paid  to  the 
fe^bor  the  tithe  of  all  corn,  and  all  other  grain,  as  woud, 
wmuld,  &c.  and  all  hay,  tithe  of  all  coppice  woods  and 
hops,  and  all  other  predial  tithes  ufually  paid,  as  wool, 
and  lambs,  and  all  predials,  &c.  in  the  memory  of  man; 
that  all  tithes  of  a parcel  of  land  called  Old-hay,  fome 
four  or  five  miles  ftom  the  church,  but. yet  within  the 
parifh,  containing  three  hundred  acres,  more  or  lefs  ; 
and  the  tithe  of  a meadow  plot  lying  towards  the  low'er 
fide  of  Hadlow,  yet  in  Merewmrth,  containing  by  efli- 
mation  twelve  acres,  more  or  lefs,  commonly  called 
the  Wijh^  belonged  to  this  church. 

The  parfonage-houfe  lately  ftood  at  a fmall  diftance 
north-eaftward  from  Mereworth-houfe  ; but  obfiruft- 
ing  the  view  from  the  front  of  it,  the  late  lord  le  De- 
fpencer  obtained  a faculty  to  pull  the  whole  of  it  down, 
and  to  build  a new  one  of  equal  dimenfions,  and  add  to 
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it  a glebe  of  equal  quantity  to  that  of  the  fcite  and  ap- 
purtenances of  the  old  parlbnage,  in  exchange.  Ac- 
cordingly the  old  parfonage  was  pulled  down  in' 1779, 
and  a new  one  erected  on  a piece  of  land  allotted  for 
the  purpofe  about  a quarter  of  a mile  weftward  from  the 
church,  for  the  refidence  of  the  redtor  of  Mercwordi 
and  his  fucceflbrs. 


CHURCH  OF  MEREfUORTH. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  lirefented. 
Roger  de  Mereworth 

Prior  of  Tunbridge 

The  lady  Mary  Fane 

Tru flees  of  Mildmay  Fane,  efq,., 

John,  earl  tf  W tfttnor eland 

Francis,  lord  le  Defjiencer 


RECTORS. 

Martin,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  Ij.* 

William  Smy the,  in  i486. 

Hugh  Walker,  1496.'' 

Samuel  Cooke,  A.  B.  1596,  obt. 

Aug.  26,  1638.' 

Stephen  Lion,  inftit.  Sept,  f, 
1702. 

John  Davis,  M.  A.  1748,  obt. 
1776.'* 

Robert  Style,  1776,  the  prefent 
rector.* 


» Reg.  Roff.  p.  496. 
b Ibid.  p.  497- 

• c He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
d And  vicar  of  Weft  Farleigh. 


* Formerly  vicar  of  Town  Mailing, 
•which  he  exchanged  for  Wajringbury, 
which  vicarage  he 'holds  with  this 
rectory.  i.  /LT  . 
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HUNDRED  OF  TWYFORD. 


SOUTHWARD  from  the  hundred  of  Littlefield 


lies  that  of  Twyford,  written  in  the  book  of  Domefday, 
T'uiferde^  and  fo  called  from  the  two  fords  which  were 
formerly  over  the  two  ftreams  of  the  Medway,  juft 
above  Yalding  in  this  hundred. 

This  hundred  contains  within  its  bounds  the 
parifhes  of 


1.  Nettlested, 

2.  Watrinobury, 

3.  Teston,  and 

4.  WestFarleigh; 


And  part  of  the  parifhes  of 

5.  RastPeckham, 

6.  Yalding,  and 

7.  H UNTON. 


And  all  the  churches  of  thofe  parifhes. 

It  likewife  contains  part  of  the  parifhes  of  Brenchlev,  Ca- 
PEL,  Marden,  Pembury,  and  Tudeley,  the  churches  of 
which  are  in  other  hundreds. 


EAST  PECKHAM. 

SOUTHWARD  from  Mereworth  lies  the  parifli 
of  Eaft  or  Great  Peckham,  written  in  Domefday, 
Pecheham,  and  in  the  ’Textus  Roffenjis^  Pecham.  It 
has  the  appellation  of  Eaft  Peckham  from  its  fituation 
caftward  from  Weft  or  Little  Peckham,  and  of  Great, 
from  its  large  extent  in  comparifon  of  that  parifli. 

They  both  had  their  name  of  Peckham  probably 
from  their  fituation  j peac  lignifying  in  Saxon  the  pcke 
or  fummit  of  an  hill,  and  hani^  a village  or  dwelling- 
place. 

This  parish  is  fituated  within  the  diftricft  of  the 
}V faldy  in  a country,  which  though  for  the  moft  part 
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too  deep  and  miry  to  be  plealant,  is  yet  exceedingly 
fertile  as  to  its  p.rodufls,  in  corn,  hops,  and  cattle,  and 
is  full  of  fine  oak  timber,  with  the  trees  of  which  it 
abounds.  It  joins  northward  up  to  Mere  worth,  and 
lord  Defpencer’s  park,  whence  it  defcends  fouthward 
for  upwards  of  two  miles  to  Brandt,  formerly  called 
Stidal’s  bridge,  and  Sladis  bridge,  and  the  river  Med- 
way, which  flows  along  the  fouthern  boundaries  of  it, 
befides  which  it  is  watered  by  a fmall  ftream,  which 
rifes  near  Yokes,  in  Weft  Peckham,  and’ runs  through 
this  parilh  into  the  river.  The  high  road  from 
Maidftone  through  Mereworth,  towards  Hadlow  and 
Tunbridge,  runs  along  the  weftern  boundary  of  this 
parifli,  as  that  from  Watringbury  through  Nettlefted 
to  Brandt  bridge,  and  acrofs  the  Medway  towards 
Cranbrook,  does  along  the  eaftern  boundary  of  it.  In 
that  part  of  this  parifli  next  to  Mereworth,  is  the  vil- 
lage and  church  of  Eaft  Peckham,  and  on  the  rife  of  a 
hill  the  antient  and  refpeftable  looking  manfion  of 
Roydon-hall,  the  grounds  of  which  are  bounded  on 
each  fide  by  coppice  woods ; hence  the  ground  de- 
fcends to  a more  wet  and  deeper  country,  being  a ftiff 
clayey  foil,  moftly  grazing  land,  exceedingly  rich  and 
fertile,  on  which  are  bred  and  fatted  fome  of  the  largeft 
beafts  of  any  in  thefe  parts.  On  the  roads  leading  to 
Brandt-bridge  in  this  part  of  Eaft  Peckham  are  feveral 
hamlets,  as  thofe  of  Chitley-crofs,  North-hatch,  Hale- 
ftreet,  and  others. 

This  parifh  was  antiently  bound  with  others  in  this 
neighbourhood  to  contribute  to  the  repair  of  the  5th 
pier  of  Rochefter  bridge. 

In  the  year  96 »,  queen  Ediva,  mother  of  king 
Edmund  and  king  Eadred,  gave  to  Chrift-church,  in 
Canterbury,  among  other  lands,  this  eftate  of  Peck- 
ham, free  from  all  fccular  fervice,  excepting  the  tri- 
noda  neceffitas  of  repelling  invafions,  and  the  repair  of 
caftles  and  highways. 


Peckham 
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Peckham  remained  part  of  the  ponTeffions  of  Chrilt- 
church  at  the  confecrarion  of  nrchbilhop  Lanfranc,  in 
the  4th  year  of  the  Conqueror’s  reign. 

The  revenues  of  this  church  were  at  that  time  en- 
joyed as  one  common  Ifock  by  the  archl)irhop  and  his 
convent;  but  archbifliop  ],anfrane,  after  the  example 
of  foreign  churches,  feparated  them  into  two  parts ; 
one  of  which  he  allotted  for  the  maintenance  of  him- 
felf  and  his  fucceflbrs  in  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  and  the 
other  for  his  monks,  for  their  fubfiitence,  cloathing, 
and  other  neceflary  ufes. 

In  this  partition,  Peckham  fell  to  the  fliare  of  the 
monks,  and  it  is  accordingly  thus  entered  in  Domefday, 
under  the  title  of  Terra  Monachorum  Jrchiepi,  i e. 
the  land  of  the  monks  of  the  archbilhop. 

The  archbiJJjop  himfelf  holds  Peclnham.  In  the  tme 
of  king  Edward  the  Oonfejj  'or  it  was  taxed  at  fix  fidings^ 
and  now  for  fix  fulings,  and  one  yoke.  The  arable  land 
is  ten  carucates.  In  demefne  there  are  tzvo^  and  fixteen 
villeins^  with  fourteen  borderers^  having  four  carucates 
and  an  half.  There  is  a churchy  and  ten  fervants,  and 
one  milly  and  fix  acres  of  meadow.  IF lod  for  the  pan- 
nage of  ten  hogs. 

Of  the  land  of  this  manor ^ one  of  the  archhifloofs  te- 
nants holds  half  a fuling.  and  was  taxed  with  thefe  fix 
filings  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confejjor^  although 
it  could  not  belong  to  the  manor,  except  in  the  fcoiting, 
hecaiife  it  zuas  free  land. 

Richard  de  Tonebridge  holds  of  the  fame  manor  twc 
filings  and  one  yoke,  and  has  there  twenty-feven  vil- 
leins, having  feven  carucates,  and  zvood  for  the  pannage 
of  ten  hogs,  the  whole  value  being  four  pounds.  In  the 
time  of  king  Edzvard  the  Confeffor,  the  manor  zvas  zvorth 
twelve  pounds,  when  the  archbifhop  received  it  eipht 
pounds,  and  now  what  he  has  is  worth  eight  pounds. 

In  the  loth  year  of  king  Edward  II.  the  prior  of 
Canterbury  obtained  free  warren  for  his  manor  of 
Peckham  among  others.  About  which  time  it  was 

valued 
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valued  at  ten  pounds.  It  continued  part  of  the  pof- 
lefllonsof  the  priory  of  Chrift-church  till  itsdiflblution 
in  the  3 ill  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was  fur- 
rendered  up  to  the  king,  who  that  year  granted  this 
manor  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  and  his  heirs  male,  to 
hold  /w  capite  by  knight’s  fervice,  and  he  in  the  35th 
year  of  that  reign  conveyed  it  to  George  Multon  j 
but  there  being  no  fine  levied,  or  recovery  had  of  it, 
the  crown,  on  the  attainder  of  his  fon,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyatt,  for  high  treafon  in  the  ill  year  of  queen  Mar)^, 
fcized  on  it  as  part  of  his  poITeflions. 

The  court-lodge  and  demefnes  of  this  manor  were 
afterwards  granted  away  by  the  crown  ; but  the  ma- 
nor ITSELF  continued  part  of  the  royal  revenue  at  the 
death  of  king  Charles  I.  in  1648  ; after  which  the 
powers,  then  in  being,  feized  on  the  royal  eftates,  and 
palfed  an  ordinance  to  veil  them  in  truftees,  to  be  fur- 
veyed  and  fold,  to  fupply  the  necefiities  of  the  ftate  j 
in  purfuance  of  which,  there  was  foon  afterwards  afur- 
vey  taken  of  this  manor,  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
the  quit-rents  due  from  the  freeholders  in  free  focage 
tenure,  the  like  due  from  the  freeholders  in  the  town- 
fliip  of  Marden,  the  rent  of  hens  and  eggs  from  the 
tenants  in  thofe  townflfips,  and  the  profits  of  courts, 
were  worth  altogether  feventeen  pounds  and  upwards. 
That  there  was  a court  leet  and  court  baron  held  for 
the  manor,  and  a heriot  was  due  from  the  freeholders 
of  the  belt  living  thing  of  fuch  tenant,  or  in  lieu  thereof 
js.  qd.  in  money. 

Soon  after  which  this  manor  was  fold  to  colonel  Ro- 
bert Gibbon,  with  whom  it  continued  till  the  reftora- 
tion  of  king  Charles  II.  when  it  again  became  part  of 
the  revenues  of  the  crown. 

The  grant  ot  it  has  been  many  years  in  the  family 
of  the  duke  of  Leeds,  the  prefent  grantee  of  it  being 
hisgiace  Francis,  duke  of  Leeds. 

T HE  COURT-LODGE  WITH  THE  DEMESNES  of  thc  ma- 
nor of  Eaft  Peckham  was  granted  the  nextyear  after  the 

attainder 
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attainder  of  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  by  letters  patent,  anno 
ift  and  2d  of  king  Philip  and  queen  Mary,  to  Sir  John 
Baker,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knight’s  fervice,^  who  ' 
paired  his  intereft  in  them,  in  the  2d  year  of  the  reign 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  to  Anthony  Weldon,  elq.  but  the 
crown  afterwards  difputing  his  title  to  them,  the  queen, 
in  her  10th  year,  granted  them  to  William  Dodington, 
and  the  next  year,  the  attorney-general  exhibited  an 
information  againft  the  heirs  of  Weldon  in  the  court  of 
exchequer,  on  account  of  thefe  premifes,  and  judg- 
ment was  had  againft  him.  After  which  a writ  ot  error 
was  brought,  and  divers  other  law  proceedings  had,  by 
which,  however,  at  laft,  Ralph,  fon  of  Anthony  Wel- 
don above-mentioned,  eftabliflied  his  title  to  them  ; 
and  his  fon.  Sir  Anthony  Weldon,®  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  reign  of  king  James  I.  pafled  them  away  by  fale 
to  George  Whetenhall,  efq.  after  whofe  death  they 
came  by  defeent  into  the  polfelTion  of  Thomas  Whe- 
tenhall,  efq.  of  Hextalls-court,  in  this  parifli,  whofe 
defeendant,  Henry  Whetenhall,  efq.  alienated  tliis 
eftate  to  Sir  William  Twyfden,  bart.  of  Roydon-hall, 
whofe  defeendant,  Sir  William  Jarvis  Twifden,  bart.  is 
the  prefent  polfelfor  of  it. 

Roydon-hall,  antiently  called  Fortune^  is  a leat 
here,  which  was  of  no  great  account  till  about  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  Thomas  Roydon,  fon 
of  Thomas,  fecond  fon  of  Thomas  Roydon,  of  Roy- 
don-hall, in  Suffolk,  where  this  family  had  been  frated 
many  generations,  and  bore  for  their  arms,  Cheqny, 
argent  and  giilesy  a crofs  azure y came  into  this  county, 
and  feated  himfelf  at  Fortune,  and  eredfed  this  feat ; on 
which  he  affixed  his  own  name,  and  in  the  31ft  year  of 
that  reign  procured  his  lands  in  this  county  to  be  dij- 
gavelledy  by  the  adt  pafled  that  year  for  this  purpofe. 
He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  William  Wheten- 

* Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  i.  See  Coke’s  Entries,  p. 

‘ See  Swanfeombe,  vol.  ii.  ot  this  hillory,  p.  411. 
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hall,  eTq.  of  this  parifh,  by  whom  he  had  three  Tons 
and  five  daughters. 

On  the  death  of  the  Ions  without  iflue,  his  five 
daughters  became  his  coheirs ; the  fecond  of  whom, 
Elizabeth,  had  this  efiate  as  part  of  lier  (hare,  and  in- 
titled  her  hufoand,  William  Twyfden,  efq.  of  Chel- 
mlngton,  in  this  county,  to  the  fee  of  it.  She  fur- 
vived  him,  and  afterwards  remarried  Cuthbert  Vaug- 
han, efq.  and  laftly  Sir  Thomas  Golding.  She  left  by 
her  firfi  huiband,  one  fon,  Roger  Twyfden,  and  a 
daughter,  Margaret,  married  to  Richard  Dering,  efq. 
of  Pluckley. 

The  flimily  of  Twyfden,  written  in  antient  deeds, 
Twifenden,  and  in  Latin,  De  Denna  FraEia^  were  ori- 
ginally of  the  parifh  of  Sandhurft,  in  this  county,  the 
place  where  they  refided  being  called  the  DeUy  or  bo^ 
rough  of 'T 'wifdetiy  at  this  time,  and  bore  for  their  arms, 
Girojiy  of  four,  argent  and  gules,  a faltier  between  four 
crofs-crofets,  all  counter  changed. 

Adam  de  T wyfdea  refided  at  Twyfden  borough,  in 
the  2ift  year  of  king  Edward  I.  and  dying  without 
ifiue,  as  well  as  his  brother  Gregory,  John  de  Twyfden, 
the  youngeft  brother,  became  his  heir.  His  defen- 
dant, Roger  Twyfden,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  V. 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas 
Chelmington,  efq.  of  Chelmington,  in  Great  Chart, 
who  bore  for  his  arms.  Argent,  three  chevrons  azure, 
nine  crojs-crofets  fable.  At  which  feat  his  defendants, 
who  lie  buried  in  Great  Chart  church,  afterwards  re- 
fided, down  to  William  Twyfden,  efq.  who  was  of 
Chelmington,  and  married  Elizabeth,  fecond  daughter 
and  coheir  of  Thomas  Roydon,  and  in  her  right  be- 
came pofifefled  of  Roydon-hall,  as  above-mentioned, 
to  which  he  removed  foon  afterwards.  He  procured 
his  lands  in  this  county  to  be  difgavelled  by  the  aft  of 
the  2d  and  3d  of  king  Edward  VI.  in  which  he  is  called 
William  Twifenden,  and  was  fiierifFof  this  county  in 
the  41ft  year  of  queen  Elizabeth.  He  died  in  1603, 

and 
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and  was  buried  in  this  church,  as  was  Anne  his  wife, 
eldefl:  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of  Ahington, 
who  died  in  1592,  by  whom  he  had  ifllie  twelve  chil- 
dren, of  whom  only  fix  furvived  him. 

William  Twyfden,  efq.  the  eldefl;  fon,  greatly  im- 
proved Roydon-hall,  and  having  been  before  knighted, 
was  afterwards  made  a baronet  on  June  29,  1611. 
He  was  a man,  who  addided  his  time  moftly  to  fliudy, 
being  verfed  in  different  parts  of  learning,  efpecially  in 
the  Hebrew  and  Latin  languages,  and  colleded  many 
choice  manufcripts  and  books,  which  he  left  to  his 
eldeft  fon.  He  died  in  1628,  and  was  buried  in  this 
church  leaving  by  Anne  his  wife,  eldeft  daughter  of 
Sir  Mode  Finch,  knight  and  baronet,  feveral  fons  and 
daughters  i of  whom  Sir  Roger,  the  eldefl:  fon,  was  his 
fucceffor  in  title  and  eftates  here ; Sir  Thomas,  the 
fecond  fon,  was  on  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II. 
made  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  king’s  bench,  and 
being  afterwards  made  a baronet,  feated  himfelf  at 
Bradbourn,  in  Eaft- Mailing,  the  feat  of  his  defcen- 
dant,  the  prefent  Sir  John  Papillon  Tvvifdcn,  bart. 
under  which  place  an  account  has  already  been  given 
of  that  branch ; and  Charles,  the  third  fon,  was  cre- 
ated LL.  D.  and  had  given  him,  by  his  father’s  will, 
the  feat  of  Chelmington'before  mentioned. 

Sir  Roger  T wyfdcn,  knight  and  baronet,  the  eldefl; 
fon,  refided  at  Roydon-hall,  round  which  he  obtained 
licence  from  king  Charles  I.  to  inclofe  a park,  and 
likewife  a grant  of  a charter  of  free  warren  for  the 
ground  inclofed.  He  died  in  1672,  and  was  buried 
in  this  church,  having  fuffered  greatly  for  his  loyalty 
during  the  great  rebellion,  being  forced  at  laft  to  com  * 
pound  for  his  eftate  for  a large  fum  of  money.  He 
was  a great  encourager  of  learning,  and  a generous  pa- 
tron of  learned  men,  being  himfelf  a mafter  of  our  an- 
tient  Saxon  and  Englifli  hiftory  and  laws,  and  left  be- 
hind him  the  united  charatfter  of  the  fcholar  and  the 
gentleman.  In  whofe  defendants  refident  at  Roydon- 
voL.  V.  H hall. 
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hall,  who  feverally  lie  buried  in  Eaft  Peckham  church, 
this  feat  with  his  other  eftates  in  this  parilli,  came  down 
to  Sir  William  Twyfden,  bart.  who  refided  at  Roy- 
don-hall,  and  married  Jane,  daughter  of  Francis  Twif- 
den,  efq.  youngeft  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Twifden,  bart. 
of  Bradbourn,  by  whom  he  had  three  fons ; William, 
his  heir  and  fucceffor  ; Thomas,  a colonel  in  the  army; 
and  Philip,  late  bifhop  of  Raphoe  ; and  three  daugh- 
ters. He  died  in  1751,  and  was  fucreedeci  by  his  el- 
dell:  fon.  Sir  William  Twyfden,  bart.  who  at  firft  fol- 
lowed a military  life,  but  afterwards  retiied  to  Roy- 
don  hall,  and  married  Jane,  the  daughter  and  heir  of 
Mr.  Jarvis.  He  died  at  Roydon-hall  in  1767,  leav- 
ing his  lady  furviving,  and  by  her  three  fons,  VVilliam- 
Jarvis,  Heneage,  and  Thomas,  and  one  daughter, 
Frances,  who  in  1783  married  Archibald,  late  earl  of 
■Rglington.  Sir  William  Jarvis  I'wyiden,  bart.  the 
eldefl  fon,  married  in  1786,  the  daughter  of  governor 
Wynch,  and  refides  at  Roydon-hali,  of  which  he  is 
the  prefent  owner. 

The  manor  of  Albans,  alias  Wimplingbury,  now 
commonly  called  Auborne,  as  well  as  the  manor 
OF  Blackpitts,  2X\7isGuildfordsy  both  in  this  parifn, 
were  anticnrly  the  inheritance  of  a family  named  Pol- 
lard ; for  John,  fon  of  John  Pollard,  in  the  34th  year 
of  king  Edward  I.  demifed  them  by  fale  to  Alban  de 
Wandfworth,  who  probably  eredted  a manfion  for  his 
refidence  on  the  former  of  thefe  manors,  which  from 
thence  acquired  the  name  of  Albans.  His  grandfon, 
William  de  Wandfworth,  died  pofielfed  of  them  with- 
out ilTue,  and  by  his  laft  will  gave  them  to  his  widow, 
Mabel  Wandefworth,  who  was  remarried  to  Richard 
Ryner  ; and  they,  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Richard  II. 
joined  in  the  fale  of  thefe  manors  to  John  Mew,  who 
that  year  likewife  purchafed  of  Joane  Onley  fome  in- 
tereft,  which  Ihe  had  in  them,  and  which  was  purchafed 
. by  one  of  her  anceftors  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  and 
in  the  9th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  the  faid  John  Mew 
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procured  from  Richard  Goldfmith  all  the  Interefl;  and 
claim  he  had  in  them.  John  Mew,  about  the  latter 
end  of  king  Henry  IV.  palfed  away  thefe  manors,  with 
their  appendages,  to  John  Tutlham  and  Nicholas 
Remkin,  of  Eaftmere,  in  this  pariOi  ; the  latter  ol 
whom  leaving  an  only  daughter  Alice,  fhe  carried  his 
moiety  of  thefe  manors,  with  other  lands  in  this  parifh, 
in  marriage  to  Thomas  Rolfe,  of  Tunbridge,  whofe 
defcendant,  in  the  beginning  of  king  Henry  VI. ’s 
reign,  alienated  his  interefl:  in  them  to  Thomas  Sti- 
dulfe,  efq.  of  Badfell,  who  likewile  purchafed  the  other 
moiety  of  the  heir  of  Tutlham,  and  then  by  deed, 
bearing  date  in  the  4th  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  fet- 
tled the  entire  fee  of  thefe  manors  on  his  two  fonSj 
Robert  and  Henry  Stidulfe,  in  which  deed  there  is 
mention  made  of  their  having  been  purchafed  of  Rolfe 
and  Tutlham. 

Soon  after  which,  Robert  and  Henry  Stidulfe  joined 
in  the  fale  of  the  manor  of  Alban’s,  to  John  P’ane, 
efq.  of  Tunbridge,  who  died  in  1488  polfelTed  of  this 
manor  of  Albonys,  and  other  lands  in  this  parifli,  in 
whofe  defendants,  of  Hadlow,  in  this  county,  it  con- 
tinued down  to  Henry  Fane,  efq.  of  Hadlow,  who 
alienated  this  manor  in  1 589  to  Roger  Twyfden,  efq. 
of  Roydon  hall,  whofe  diredl  defcendant.  Sir  William 
Twyfden,  bart.  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1767,  and  his 
eldeltfon.  Sir  William  Jarvis  Twyfden,  bart.  of  Roy- 
don-hall,  is  the  prefent  pofl'elTor  of  the  manor  of 
Albans. 

But  THE  MANOR  OF  BlackpitTs,  GuUdfords ^ 

defended  to  Thomas  Stidulfe,  efq.  of  Badfell,  only 
fon  and  heir  of  Robert,  and  heir  likewif  of  his  unde, 
Henry  Stidulfe,  polf  flbrs  of  this  manor,  as  above- 
mentioned,  w’ho  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir, 
Agnes,  Ihe  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Richard  Fane,  efq. 
of  Tudeley,  from  whom  it  defended  in  like  manner  as 
the  manor  of  Mereworth,  to  John  Fane,  earl  of  Wcll- 
morcland,  and  fince  his  death  J.  p.  in  1762,  according 
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to  the  limitations  in  his  will  it  is  now  at  length  come 
with  his  other  eftates  in  this  county,  Into  the  poflelTion 
of  the  right  hon.  Thomas,  lord  le  Defpencer. 

Eastmere  Is  a manor  in  this  parifh,  which  antiently 
belonged  to  a family  of  the  name  of  Remkin. 

Chrlftian,  daughter  of  John  Remkin,  held  it,  as 
appears  by  an  anticnt  court  roll,  in  the  34th  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  and  it  continued  In  that  name  till 
Nicholas  Remkin,  of  Eaftmere,  leaving  an  only  daugh- 
ter and  heir,  Alice,  (he  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Tho- 
mas Rolfe,  of  Tunbridge,  and  his  fon,  John  Rolfe, 
alienated  it,  in  the  6th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  to  Ri- 
chard Ruyton,  who  two  years  afterwards  conveyed  it 
by  fale  to  William  Hextall,  of  Hextalls-court,  in  this 
parifh,  and  he  dying  without  ifTue  male,  by  Margaret, 
his  daughter  and  heir,  it  was  carried  in  marriage  to 
William  Whetenhall,  efq.  whofe  dire61:  defcendant, 
Henry  Whetenhall,  efq.  pafTed  it  away  by  fale  to  Sir 
William  T wyfden,  bart.  of  Roydon-hall,  whofe  grand- 
fon.  Sir  William  Jarvis  Twyfden,  bart.  of  Roydon- 
hall,  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr  of  it. 

Spilsted  is  a place  here  which  was  once  accounted 
a manor,  and  was  for  feveral  defcents,  as  appears  by 
the  evidences  of  this  eftate,  in  the  pofTefllon  of  the 
Twyfdens,  the  inheritance  of  an  antient  family  called 
Keyfer.  John  Keyfer  died  pofTefled  of  it  in  the  5th 
year  of  king  Edward  IV,  and  gave  it  by  will  to  his  fon, 
John  Keyfer,’’  who  dying  without  male  ifllie,  on  the 
partition  of  his  eftates,  among  his  daughters  and  coheirs, 
one  of  them  married  to  Matthew  Chetwind  entitled 
her  hufband  to  the  pofteffion  of  Spilfted,  and  he,  after 
fome  Ihort  interval,  alienated  it,  in  the  41ft  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  to  Roger  Tw'yfden,  efq.  of  Roydon- 
hall,  whofe  defcendant.  Sir  William  Jarvis  Twyfden, 
bart.  of  Roydon-hall,  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

'*  See  Tremain’s  Picas  of  the  Crown,  Rot.  143. 

There 
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There  was  once  a feat  in  this  parifli,  venerable  for 
its  antiquity,  which  in  old  rolls  was  called  Hextall’s- 
couRT,  and  was  the  manfion  of  gentlemen  of  that 
name,  who  were  of  no  fmall  account  in  thefe  parts,  as 
well  as  at  Hougham,  by  Dover  in  this  county,  though 
they  were  originally  featcd  at  Hextall  manor,  in 
Stafford  fhire. 

Richard  Hextall  refided  here  in  the  reign  of  king 
Richard  II.  and  increafed  his  pofleffions  greatly  by 
marriage  with  Anne,  the  daughter  and  coheir  of  Ri- 
chard Grovehurfl,  of  Horfenionden.  He  left  two 
fons,  William  and  Henry,  the  eldeft  of  whom  feems 
to  have  inherited  this  place;  he  died  without  iflue  male, 
leaving  his  two  daughters  his  coheirs,  of  whom  Jane, 
the  eldeft,  married  Sir  John  Bromley,  but  Margaret, 
the  youngeft,  carried  this  feat  in  marriage  to  William 
Whetenhall,  efq.  commonly  called  Whetnall,  fon  of 
William  Whetenhall,  citizen  and  alderman  ofLondon,* 
who  was  defcended  from  an  antient  family  of  that  name, 
feated  at  Whetenhall,  in  Chefbire.  He  refided  here 
at  the  latter  end  of  king  Henry  VI.’s  reign,  and  at  his 
death  left  a fon  William,  and  Margaret  his  wife  fur- 
viving,  who  foon  afterwards  was  remarried  to  Henry 
Ferrers,  efq.  of  Hambleton,  in  Rutlandlhire,  fecond 
fon  of  Thomas  Ferrers,  of  Tamworth-caftle,  in  War- 
wickfliire,  by  whom  fhe  had  Sir  Edward  F'errers,  of 
Badlefley,  in  Warwickfhire.  He  poffefTed  this  feat  in 
his  wife’s  right,  and  kept  his  flirievalty  here  in  the  9th 
year  of  king  Edward  IV.  as  he  did  again  in  the  3d  year 
of  king  Henry  VII.  at  which  time  he  was  (filed  of  Eaft 
Peckham,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Gv.les,  /even  mafdcs 
or,  a canton  ermine.  But  on  the  death  of  his  wife, 
Margaj-et,  Hextalls-court  reverted  to  her  fon,  by  her 
firft  hufband,  William  Whetenhall,  efq.  alias  Whet- 
nall,  w'ho  bore  for  his  arms,  i''ert,  a bend  ermine,  and 
in  the  iStli  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  v.^as  fiieriff  of 
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this  county,  and  in  the  31ft  year  of  it  procured  his 
lands  in  this  county  to  he  difgavelled  by  aft  of  parlia- 
ment j in  whofe  defcendants  it  continued  till  one  of 
them,  not  many  years  fince,  alienated  it  to  John  Fane, 
earl  ofVVeftmoreland,  fince  whofe  death,/',  p.  in  1762, 
it  is  with  Mereworth,  and  the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this 
county  at  length  come,  by  the  limitations  in  his  will,  1 
into  the  poflTeftion  of  the  right  hon.  Thomas,  lord  le 
Defpencer,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  mmior  of  Eaji  Farleigh  extends  into  this  parifli, 
including  within  its  bounds  the  borough  of  Sto-  , 
KENBURY,  which  lies  in  the  lower  part  of  it. 

At  the  time  of  taking  the  furvey  of  Domefda)’^,  this 
borough  was  of  fufficient  account  to  be  thought  worthy 
of  a place  in  it,  being  part  of  the  pofTeflions  of  the 
great  bifhop  of  Baieux,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe 
lands  it  is  thus  entered  in  it ; 

Ralph  Fitz  Fur  old  holds  of  the  hijhop  (of  Baieux) 
half  a fuling  in  Efochingeberge.  In  the  time  of  king 
Edward  the  Confejfor^  two  Jreemen  held  it^  and  the  like 
noWi  it  is  valued  at  twenty  (hillings. 

On  the  difgrace  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  about  four 
years  after  the  taking  the  above  furvey,  his  pofteflions 
were  all  confifcated  to  the  crown,  whence  this  eftate 
feems  to  have  palTed  to  the  priory  of  Chrift-church,  in 
Canterbury,  as  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Eaft 
Farleigh  and  Eaft  Peckham,  which,  as  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned,  ftill  claims  over  it,  all  the  lands 
lying  within  this  borough  now  paying  quit-rent  to  it ; 
and  at  the  court-leet  of  that  manor  a borfholder  is 
conftantly  chofen  for  the  borough  of  Stokenbury. 

The  pound  belonging  to  this  borough  ftands  within 
it,  in  the  highway  leading  from  Brandt-bridge  towards 
Eaft  Peckham  church. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities. 

This  parifti  is  w'ithin  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefeoi  Rochefter,  and  being  d^pecu- 
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liar  of  the  archblfhop  of  Canterbury,  is  as  fuch  within 
the  dennry  of  Shoreham. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  is 
a fair  large  building,  with  a fquare  tower  at  the  well 
end.  Jt  Hands  near  the  fummit  of  the  hill  almoft  ad- 
joining to  the  fouthern  pales  of  Mereworth-park. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of 
Peckham  was  valued  at  thirty-five  marcs,  and  the  vi- 
carage of  it  at  twelve  marcs. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  the  taxation  of 
Eaft  Peckham  was  one  tarucate  of  arable  land,  with  a 
meadow  of  the  endowment  of  the  church,  worth  fix 
pounds  per  annum,  and  two  dove-houfes  of  the  rec- 
tory, of  the  endowment  of  the  church,  and  worth  two 
marcs,  and  the  profit  of  the  garden,  of  tlie  like  endow- 
ment, worth  2s.  5d.‘ 

The  church,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  was 
always  appendant  to  the  manor  of  Eaft  Peckham,  and 
as  fuch  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  the  priory  of  Chrift- 
church,  in  Canterbury,  till  the  dilTolution  of  that  mo- 
naftery  in  the  31ft  year  of  king  rlenry  VIII.  when  it 
was  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  who  granted 
the  manor  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  and  he  fettled  this 
church,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  by  his  do- 
tation charter,  in  his  33d  year,  on  his  new-erefted  dean 
and  chapter  of  Canterbury,  part  of  whofe  pofteflidns 
they  remain  at  this  time. 

This  church  Is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  23I, 
and  the  yearly  tenths  at  2I,  6s. 

The  vicarage  of  it  is  valued  at  14I.  and  the  yearly 
tenths  at  il.  os.  8d. 

It  appears  by  the  terrier  of  the  lands  belonging  to 
the  impropriate  reilory,  and  vicarage  of  Eaft  Peck- 
ham  at  the  vifitation  of  archbilhop  Laud  in  1634,  that 
the  glebe  lands  belonging  to  this  parfonage  in  the  park 
of  Mildmay,  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  which  he  had 
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from  the  churcli  of  Canterbury,  were  twenty  acres> 
called  Keamehatches;  that  there  were  to  the  parfonage 
houfe  two  gardens,  one  orchard,  two  yards,  three 
barns,  one  liable,  one  pidgeon- houfe,  one  granary, 
eight  acres  of  meadow,  called  Well-mead,  alias  Par- 
fonage mead,  one  mead  called  the  Vicarage- mead, 
containing  three  acres,  and  two  other  parcels  of  land, 
containing  feven  acres,  called  Quarrey-mead,  and  the 
Quarrey,  and  that  the  tenant  of  the  parfonage  was 
Stephen  Arnold ; that  there  was  to  the  vicarage  one 
houfe,  with  a little  orchard,  by  eftimation  almoll  an 
acre,  and  a little  garden  plot,  but  that  which  was  called 
the  Vicarage-mead,  the  impropriator  of  the  parfonage 
kept  and  ufed. 

On  the  abolifhing  of  deans  and  chapters,  after  the 
death  of  king  Charles  I.  their  lands  were  by  the  powers 
then  In  being,  ordered  to  be  fold,  to  fupply  the  necef- 
fities  of  the  Hate ; previous  to  which  a furvey  was 
made,  in  1649,  of  this  parfonage,  by  which  it  appeared, 
that  there  were  here  a houfe,  outhoufes,  &c.  one  or- 
chard, one  garden,  and  one  great  yard,  worth  fix  pounds 
per  annum,  and  the  tithes  and  other  profits  eighty- 
eight  pounds  per  annum  ; that  the  parfonage,  with  the 
houfe,  glebe  lands,  tithes,  profits,  &c.  was  let  by  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury,  in  1638,  to  John 
Tucker,  gent,  of  Egerton,  excepting  one  parcel  of 
land,  called  the  Hatches,  demifed  to  Sir  Francis  Fane, 
late  earl  of  Wcflmoreland,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  vi- 
carage, at  the  yearly  rent  of  23I.  6s.  8d.  but  were 
worth  upon  improvement,  over  and  above  the  faid 
fum,  85I.  t4S.  3d.  per  annum;  that  the  leflee  was 
bound  to  repair  the  premifes,  and  the  chancel  of  the 
church,  and  likewife  to  pay  twenty  fliillings  for  enter- 
tainment money."  And  by  another  valuation,  taken 
the  next  year,  the  vicarage  was  valued  at  twenty-four 
pounds  yearly  income." 

y Lambeth  Surveys,  voL  xix.  " MSS.  Twyfden, 
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In  the  19th  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II. 
anno  1667,  in  confequence  of  the  king’s  letters  of  in- 
junction,  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury  aug- 
mented this  vicarage  with  the  yearly  fum  of  forty 
pounds,  the  yearly  income  of  it  is  now  upwards  of 
270L  per  annum. 

The  prefent  lelTee  of  the  parfonage  is  Sir  William 
Jarvis  Twyfden,  bart. 


CHURCH  OF  EAST  PECKHAM, 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  prejented. 

Prior  and  convent  of  Chrijl-church 


Dean  and  CJiahter  of  Canterbury, 


o He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 

P MSS.  Twyfden. 
q He  was  put  in  by  the  parliament. 
MSS.  Twyfden. 

r He  had  been  vicar  of  Hadlow, 
from  which  he  was  fequeftered.  Wal. 
leer’s  SuflF.  of  Clergy,  pt.  ii.  p.  2^2. 

• In  1752  a difpeniation  palfed  for 
his  holding  this  with  Si.  Mary  Bred- 
jnan,  in  Canterbury.  He  afterwards 
refigned  this  for  Adiiham.  He  was 
prebendary  of  Canterbury. 

t And  reftor  of  Harbledown,  by 
difpenfation,  in  1756.  He  was  like- 


RECTORS. 

William  Banfon. 

Richard  Efelefy,  obt.  May  zo, 
1426.“ 

VICARS. 

Francis  Warrell,  in  1634.^ 
William  Policy,  1650.'' 

Crimes,  about  1660.'" 

Kalentine  Chadwick,  1693,  obt. 
1717. 

Francis  Walwin,  S.T.P.  re  fig. 
1756.* 

Henry  Hall,  A.  M.  1756,  obt, 
Odl.  31,  1763.^ 

John  Davis,  S.  T.  P.  Nov. 

1763,  obt.  Feb.  9,  1766.“ 
William  Tatton,  June  27,  1766, 
refigned  1775-'' 

wife  reflor  of  the  finecure  of  Orping- 
ton, and  treafurer  of  the  cathedral  of 
Wells. 

u He  was  preb.  of  Canterbury,  and 
reftor  of  Ham  fey , in  Suffex.  A 
difpenfation  pafled  in  1764  for  his 
holding  this  vicarage  with  Hamfey. 

w Prebendary  of  Canterbury,  and  ' 
redlor  of  Rotherfield,  in  Suffex.  In 
1766  a difpenfation  pafled  for  his  hold- 
ing this  vicarage  with  Ro  herfield. 
He  religned  this  on  being  pri  fenteii  to 
St.  Dionis  Rackchurch,  London. 
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PATRONS,  Cs’r. 

Dean  and  Chapter  of  Canterbury. 


* Son  of  the  late  bilhop  of  Cloyne. 
A prebendary  of  Canterbury.  In  1775 
a difpenfation  pafll'd  for  his  holding 
this  vicarage  with  that  of  Cookham, 
in  Rerkfhire.  He  refigned  thisvicarage 
for  St.  Clement  Danes,  London  ; as 


RECTORS. 

George  Berkeley,  LL.  D.  I77>» 
refigned  Nov.  1788.* 

John  Lucasy  D.  D.  Nov.  1786, 
refigned  1789  ^ 

Thomas  Fytier,  LL.D.  1789, 
the  prefent  vicar.^ 

he  afterwards  did  Cookham,  on  being 
prefented  to  the  vicarage  of  Ticehurft, 
In  Sullex. 

r And  prebendary  of  Canterbury. 

» And  prebendary  of  Canterbury. 


WATRINGBURY. 

NORTH-EASTWARD  from  Eaft  or  Great 
Peckham  lies  Watringbury,  called  in  Domelday, 
Otringeberge,  and  in  the  Jexlus  Roffenjts,  Wo- 
TRiNGABERiA.  It  is  fiippofcd  to  have  taken  its  name 
from  its  low  and  watry  fituation. 

The  PARISH  of  W atringbury  is  almoft  fquare,  about 
a mile  and  a quarter  each  way,  and  contains  about 
eighty-three  families. 

So  much  of  it  as  lies  fouthward  of  the  quarry  hills, 
which  crofs  the  northern  part  of  it,  is  within  the  dif- 
tri6l  of  the  Weald,  beyond  which  there  are  feme  cop- 
pice woods  adjoining  to  Eaft- Mailing  heath.  The  foil 
is  exceedingly  fruitful  for  corn,  fruit  and  hops,  being  a 
loam  thinly  covering  the  rock  ftone.  The  village, 
which  ftands  on  the  high  road  from  Maidftone  towards 
Mereworth  and  T unbridge,  is  both  healthy  and  plea- 
lant;  in  it  is  the  vicarage,  a neat  genteel  houfe,  almoft 
rebuilt  by  Mr.^Charlton,  a late  vicar,  fince  much  im- 
proved, and  the  ground  round  it  laid  out  in  the  modern 
tafte  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Style,  the  prefent  vicar,  who 
for  fome  time  refided  initj  and  at  the  weft  end  of  it 
is  Watringbury-place,  a handfome  brick  manfion  ; at 
the  eaft  end  of  the  village  is  Watringbury-crofs,  whence 
the  road  leads  down  to  the  river  Medway,  at  the  fouth 
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eaft  boundary  of  this  parifh.  It  is  well  watered  by  fe- 
veral  fprings  of  fweet  clear  water,  vvliich  rife  near  the 
place-hoLife,  and  run  into  the  ftream  which  comes  from 
Mereworth,  and  turning  a mill,  goes  on  fouth-eaftward 
towards  the  Med\\ay,  which  it  joins  near  Bow-bridge. 

There  is  a vill  or  borough  in  this  parifh,  containing 
the  weft  divifion  of  it,  the  hamlet  of  which  is  fituated 
on  the  Maidftone  road,  adjoining  to  Mereworth  parifli, 
being  called  Pizein-vcell^  from  one  Pizein,  who  owned 
the  well  here. 

Lilly  is  another  hamlet  belonging  to  this  parlfli, 
which  lies  about  five  miles  to  the  fouth  of  it,  and  is 
furrounded  by  the  parifties  of  Yalding,  Eaft  Peckham, 
and  Tudeley.  It  is  a low  wet  place,  containing  but 
one  houfe,  which,  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  land 
here,  was  in  the  pofleftion  of  Mr.  Henry  Simmonds, 
who  in  1764  alienated  his  intereft  in  it  to  Alexander 
Courthorpe,  efq,  of  Horfemonden,  who  died  a few 
years  ago,  and  by  will  gave  this  among  his  other  eftates 
to  his  nephew  John  Cole,  efq.  of  Horfemonden,  the 
prefent  owner  of  it. 

There  was  till  oflate  years,  a fingular,  though  a very 
antient  cuftom,  kept  up,  of  electing  a deputy  to  the 
dumb  borJJjolder  of  Chart,  as  it  was  called,  claiming  li- 
berty over  fifteen  houfes  in  the  precin6l  of  Pizein-well ; 
every  houfholder  of  which  was  formerly  obliged  to  pay 
the  keeper  of  this  borftiolder  one  penny  yearly.  This 
dumb  borfholder  was  always  firft  called  at  the  court 
leet  holden  for  the  hundred  of  Twyford  ; when  its 
keeper,  who  was  yearly  appointed  by  that  court,  held 
it  up  to  his  call,  with  a neckcloth  or  handkerchief  put 
through  the  iron  ring  fixed  at  the  top,  and  anfvvercd 
for  it.  This  borfholder  of  Chart,  and  the  court  leet, 
has  been  difeontinued  about  fixty  years  ; and  the  borf- 
holder, who  is  put  in  by  the  quarter  feftions  for  Wa- 
tringbury,  claims  over  the  whole  parifh. 

This  dumb  borftiolder  was  made  of  wood,  about  three 
feet  and  half  an  inch  long,  with  an  iron  ring  at  the 
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top,  and  four  more  by  the  fides,  near  the  bottom, 
where  it  had  a fquare  iron  fpike  fixed,  four  inches  anti 
an  half  long,  to  fix  it  in  the  ground,  or  on  occafion  to 
break  open  doors,  &c.  which  was  ufed  to  be  done, 
without  a warrant  of  any  juftice,  on  fulpicion  of  goods 
having  been  unlawfully  come  by,  and  concealed  in  any 
of  thefe  fifteen  houfes. 

It  is  noteafy  at  this  diftance  of  time  to  afcertain  the 
origin  of  this  dumb  officer.  Perhaps  it  might  have  been 
made  ufe  of  as  a badge  or  enfign,  by  the  officer  of  the 
market  here.  The  laft  perfon  whoadted  as  deputy  to 
it,  was  one  Thomas  Clampard,  a blackfmith,  whofe 
heirs  have  it  now  in  their  poflefiion. 

The  market  granted  in  king  Edward  lld.’s  time  as 
above-mentioned,  is  reported  by  tradition  to  have 
continued  to  be  held  here  in  a place  called  Chart-gar- 
den, now  a wood  near  Pizein  well,  in  the  fouth-weft 
part  of  this  parifh,  in  which  wood  there  are  to  be  leen 
foundations  of  walls  and  houfes,  and  in  it  and  the 
neighbouring  lands  are  feveral  draw  wells. 

Watringbury,  with  other  places  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, was  bound  antiently  to  contribute  to  the  repair 
of  the  fifth  pier  of  Rochefter  bridge.* 

This  place,  at  the  time  of  taking  the  furvey  of 
Domefday,  in  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
was  part  of  the  pofieffionsof  Odo,  the  great  bifhop  of 
Baieux  and  earl  of  Kent,  half-brother  to  that  king} 
and  it  is  accordingly  entered,  under  the  general  title 
of  his  lands,  in  that  furvey  as  follows  : 

Ralph  Fitz  Turald  holds  of  the  bifhop  (of  Baieux) 
Otringeberge.  It  was  taxed  at  two  fuiings.  1 he  arable 
land  is  five  carucates.  In  demejne  there  are  tivoy  and 
fix  villeins,  with  eight  borderers,  having  three  carucates. 
There  is  a church,  and  tivo  mills  of  three  jhilUngs,  and 
two  acres  of  meadow,  and  a fifhery  of  thirty  eels  ; wood 
for  the  pannage  of  t wo  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Ed- 

* Lambarde’s  Perambulation,  p.  422. 
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ward  the  Confe[for,  and  afterwards^  it  was  worth  forty 
fInllingSy  now  fix  pounds.  , Leveva  held  it  of  king 
Edward. 

To  this  manor  belong  four  houfes  in  the  city^  paying 
I three  (hillings. 

Hugo  de  Braiboiie  holds  of'  the  bifhop  Otringberge. 
It  was  taxed  at  two  fillings.  The  arable  land  is  four 
carucates.  In  demefne  there  is  onoy  and  nine  villeins, 
with  four  bordererSy  having  two  carucates.  There  are 
three,  fer^jantSy  and  one  mill  of  fixteen  pence,  and  three 
acres  of  meadow -y  wood  for  the  pannage  of  tivo  hogs.  In 
the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confeffory  and  afterwar dsy 
it  was  worth  four  pounds,  now  one  hundred  /hillings. 
Godil  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

Leuric  de  Otringeberge,  at  the  time  above-men- 
tioned, is  recorded  in  the  fame  furvey,  to  have  had  the 
liberties  of  fac  and  foe  for  his  lands  within  the  lath  of 
Aylesford. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  Richard  de  Otringe- 
berge appears  to  have  held  two  knights’  fees  in  Wa- 
tringbury  of  Walter  de  Meduana,  who  held  the  fame 
of  the  king  in  capite  ; which  were  held  in  like  manner 
of  king  Henry  I.  by  Jeffry  Talbot.'’ 

In  the  reign  ot  king  Henry  III.  this  place  continued 
in  the  poffeffion  of  the  fame  family,  Gilbert  de  Wa- 
tringberi,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Argent,  fix  lioncels 
rampant,  fable,  held  this  eftate  as  one  knight’s  fee  and 
an  half,  of  Warine  de  Montchenfie.*" 

•’  Soon  after  which  it  came  into  the  family  of  Ley- 
borne,  of  Leyborne-caftle,  in  this  neighbourhood. 
Henry  de  Leyborne  held  it  in  the  reign  of  king  Ed- 
ward II.  in  the  4th  year  of  which  he  obtained  for  his 
manor  of  Wateringbury  a market  there  on  a Wednef- 
day,  and  one  fair  on  the  feaft  of  St.  John  the  Baptift, 
and  free  warren  in  the  lands  of  it.  He  died  without 

*’  Libr.  Ruhr.  Scac.  f.  84.  Philipott,  p 352, 
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ifllie,  leaving  his  niece  Juliana  his  heir,  who  was  Ilke- 
wife  heir  no  her  father  Thomas  de  Leyborne,  and  like- 
wife  to  her  grandfather  William  j and  from  the  great- 
nefs  of  her  pofTefhons  in  this  county  was  called  the  In-  ' 
fanta  of  Kent. 

On  her  death  in  the  4i(l  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
without  ilfue  by  cither  of  her  hufbands,  this  manor, 
with  the  appendant  ones  of  Chart,  in  this  parifli,  and 
of  Fowkes,  in  Mereworth,  efcheated  to  the  crown  for 
want  of  heirs;  for  It  appears  by  the  inquifition  taken 
in  the  43d  year  of  the  above  reign,  that  there  was  then 
no  one  who  could  make  claim  to  her  eftates,  either  by 
diredl,  or  even  collateral  alliance.'^  , 

After  which  the  king,  by  his  charter,  in  the  50th 
year  of  his  reign,  granted  thefe  manors,  among  other 
premifes,  to  feoftees,  for  the  endowment  of  his  newly- 
founded  Ciftertian  abbey,  called  St.  Mary  Graces,  near 
the  Tower  of  London,  and  king  Richard  II.  by  his  let- 
ters patent,  in  his  2 2d  year,  granted  them  to  that  ab- 
bey, in  pure  and  perpetual  alms,  for  the  performance 
of  certain  religious  purpofes  therein  mentioned  ; arid 
he  gave  licence  to  the  furviving  feoffees  toreleafe  thefe 
premifes  to  the  abbot  and  his  fucceifors  for  ever. 

'1  his  manor,  with  its  appendages  above-mentioned, 
remained  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  the  above  monaf- 
tery  till  the  diflblution  of  it  in  the  30th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIIl.  when  they  were  furrendered  into  the 
king’s  hands,  who  in  the  36th  year  of  his  reign  granted 
them  to  Giles  Bridges,  citizen  and  baker  of  London, 
and  Robert  Harris,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knight’s  fer- 
vice.  Notwithftanding  which,  Giles  Bridges  appears 
to  have  had  the  foie  intereft  in  them,  and  lie  that  year 
palled  thefe  manors,  with  woods  called  Baldinge,  Sel- 
wood,  and  Abbots-thorpe,  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  of 
Mereworth,  w'hotwo  years  afterwards  had  a confirma- 
tion of  thefe  manors.  He  quickly  after  alienated  them 

•'  Philipott,  p.  3534  Rot.  ETch.  N.  57. 
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ro  Sir  Edward  North,  chancellor  of  the  court  of  aug- 
mentation, and  of  the  privy  council,  who  in  the  6th 
year  of  king  Edward  VI.  pafTed  them  away  by  lule  to 
Sir  Martin  Bowes,  and  he  alienated  them  quickly  af- 
terwards to  Sir  John  Baker,  of  Silinghurrt,  who  died 
in  the  5th  and  6th  year  of  Philip  and  Mary,  and  was 
fucceeded  in- them  by  his  elded  fon,  Sir  Richard  Ba- 
ker, who  in  the  id  year  of  queen  Elizabeth  had  pof- 
feffion  granted  of  them,  but  his  grandfon  John  Baker, 
efq.  ill  the  17th  year  of  that  reign,  alienated  them  to 
Nevillde  la  Elay,  fon  of  Hugh  de  la  Hay,  by  Anne, 
•daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas  Roy  don,  of  Ead 
Peckham,  whofe  I'on,  George  de  la  Hay,  in  the  latter 
end  of  that  reign,  conveyed  the  manor  of  Chart  to 
Roger  Twyfden,  efq.  of  Ead  Peckham,  whole  de- 
feendant.  Sir  William  Jarvis  Twyfden,  bart.  of  Roy- 
don-hall,  is  the  prefent  poffedor  of  it. 

But  the  manor  of  Watringbury,  with  that  of 
Foulkes,  was  conveyed  by  George  de  la  Hay  to  Mr. 

■ Wilkinfon,  of  Lenham,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  GuleSy 
a fefs  vaire  between  three  unicorns  pnjj'ant  or  ; which 
coat  was  confirmed  to  Richard  Wilkinfon,  of  this 
place,  one  of  the  clerks  in  chancery,  by  William  Cam- 
den, clarencieux,  in  1605.  He  alienated  them  to 
Oliver  Style,  efq.  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Humpjiry  Style, 
of  Langley,  in  Beckenham.^ 

He  lerved  the  office  of  flieriff  of  London,  and  on 
purchafing  this  manor  retired  to  the  manfion  of  it, 
called  Watringbury-place,  where  he  died  in  1622, 
bearing  for  his  arms,  as  did  his  feveral  delcendants, 
Sablcy  a fefs  or,  fretted  of  the  field,  between  three  Jleurs 
de  Us,  and  within  a bordure  of  the  fecond. 

He  was  fucceeded  in  this  edate  by  Thomas,  iiis 
only  furviving  child,  who  relided  here,  and  was  created 
a baronet  on  April  21,  1627,  being  the  third  year  of 
king  Charles  I. 
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His  grandfon,  Sir  Thomas  Style,  bart.  of  Wa- 
tringbury- place,  married  firft  Elizabeth,  daughter  , 
of  Sir  William  Armine,  bart.  of  Ofgodby,  in  Lin-  , 
colnlhire,  by  whom  he  had  Oliver,  his  only  furviving  i 
fon,  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  Mary  was  married  . 
to  Sir  Felix  Wild,  bart.  of  Mailing,  and  Sufan  to 
Thomas  Dalyfon,  efq.  of  Hamptons.  By  his  fecond 
wife,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Twifden,  . 
bart.  of  Bradborne,  he  had  a fon  Thomas,  who  fur- 
vived  him  ; and  Margaret,  married  to  Robert  Vi-  ■ 
ner,  efq. 

Sir  Thomas  Style  died  in  1702,  in  his  78th  year,  , 
and  was  buried  in  this  church.  He  was  fucceeded  by 
his  only  furviving  fon,  by  his  firil  marriage.  Sir  Oli- 
ver Style,  bart.  who  died  without  ifl'ue  the  fame  year,  , 
and  lies  buried  under  a handfome  monument,  in  the 
fouth  part  of  this  church-yard.^  On  which  the  title 
and  eftate  defcended  to  his  half  brother  Thomas,  , 
above  mentioned,  who  in  1707  pulled  down  the  man-  . 
fion  of  Watringbury-place,  a very  antient  building,  , 
moated  round,  and  eredted  the  prefent  feat  more  to 
the  weftward  of  the  other,  in  which  he  kept  his 
flirievalty  in  the  8th  year  of  queen  Anne,  anno  1710, 
and  refided  to  the  time  of'  his  death  in  1 768.  He  lies 
buried  in  this  church,  as  does  Elizabeth  his  wife,  el- 
deft  daughter  of  Sir  Charles  Hotham,  bart.  by  whom 
he  had  four  fons,  Thomas  who  died  in  1741,  and 
lies  buried  at  Ormfkirk,  in  Lancafhire  ; Charles,  who 
fuccecded  him  in  title  and  eftate  : Robert,  now  vicar 
of  this  parilh,  and  redtor  of  Mereworth,  who  married 
Prifcilla,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  Davis,  late  rec- 
tor of  Mereworth  ; and  William,  late  a major-gene- 
ral, who  married  Catherine,  fifter  and  coheir  of  John 
Long  Bateman,  elq.  of  Ireland  ; and  alfo  two  daugh- 
ters, Elizabeth  and  Charlotte,  who  both  died  un- 

^ Kimber’s  Baronetage,  vol.  i.  p.  268,  and  monumental  in* 
feripcions  in  this  church.  ^ 
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married,  the  latter  at  Canons,  in  this  parifli  in  1795. 
Sir  Charles  Style,  bart.  of  Watringbury-place,  married 
Mifs  Ifabella  Wingfield,  fifter  to  the  lord  vifeount 
Powerfeourt,  and  dying  in  London  in  1774,  was  bu- 
ried in  this  church,  leaving  one  fon  and  one  daughter, 
the  former  is  the  prelent  Sir  Charles  Style,  bart.  of 
AVatringbury  place,  who  married  in  1795  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  James  Whatman,  efq.  of  Vinters,  in 
Boxley,  and  he  is  the  prefent  polfelTor  of  the  manors 
of  Watringbury  and  Fowkes. 

Westbery  is  a manor  in  this  parifli,  which  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  III.  was  held  by  Peter  Fitz  Ro- 
bert,  of  Simon  Fitz  Adam,  as  the  twentieth  part  of 
one  knight’s  fee  ; after  which  it  came  into  the  poflef- 
fion  of  a family,  who  took  their  furname  from  it.^ 
Robert  de  Weft bery  was  owner  of  it  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  II.  and  his  defeendant,  Thomas  de 
Weftbery,  paid  aid  for  it  in  the  zotli  year  of  king 
Edward  III. 

The  laft  of  this  name,  who  owned  this  place,  was 
John  de  Weftbery,  who  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  VI.  dying  without  iifue,  gave  it  by 
will  to  Agnes  Ellis,  his  niece,  and  (he  in  the  23d  year 
of  that  reion,  alienated  it  to  Richard  Filhborne,  who 

O * ' 

in  the  33d  year  of  it  conveyed  it  by  lale  to  Sir  Tho- 
mas Browne,  of  Beech  worth -caftle,  treafurer  of  the 
houfhold,  and  privy -counfellor  to  king  Henry  VI. 
whofe  defeendant  Sir  Thomas  Browne,  of  the 
fame  place,  in  the  25th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
pafled  it  away  by  fale  to  Roger  Twyfden,  efq.  of  Eaft 
Peckham,*'  whofe  defeendant  Sir  W m . Jarvis  T wyfden, 
bart.  of  Roydon-hall,  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr  of  it. 

Canons-court  is  a manor  here,  which  acquired 
that  name  from  its  being  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  the 
prior  and  canons  of  Leeds. 


* Book  of  Knights  Fees  in  the  Exchequer. 
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This  place,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  was  in 
llie  tenure  of  Gilbert  de  Watringbury,  who  then  held 
it  as  one  4th  part  of  a knight’s  tee,  of  Simon  Fitz 
Adam,  and  gave  it  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms  to  that 
priory  ; wliich  gift  was  confirmed  by  Bartholomew, 
his  fon. 

It  continued  part  of  the  poffc/Tions  of  the  priory  of 
I .ccds  till  the  clitiolution  of  it,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VUI.  when  it  was,  together  with  all  its  reve- 
nues, furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  who  by  his 
dotation  charter,  under  his  great  feal,  in  his  33d  year, 
fettled  it  on  his  nevv-ereded  dean  and  chapter  of  Ro- 
thciler,  where  the  inheritance  of  it  flill  remains. 

Mr.  Robert  Scoles  was  leflee  of  this  manor,  as 
well  as  the  parlonage,  in  1649,  and  rcfided  here,  and 
his  fon,  Jalper  Scoles,  efq.  died  leflee  of  both.  Since 
which  the  family  ol  Style  have  been  for  many  years 
tenants  to  the  dean  and  chapter  for  both.  Sir  Charles 
Style,  bart.  is  the  prefent  leflee. 

There  is  a court  baron  held  for  this  manor. 

The  Codds  \vere  an  antient  family  in  this  parifli, 
and  had  their  feat  in  it,  called  Pelicans,  to  which 
belonged  a large  trad  of  land.  William  Codd,  efq. 
died  jxiffetkd  of  it  in  the  reign  of  king  William  and 
c]ueen  Mary,  and  was  buried  in  this  church,  leaving 
by  Deborah  his  wife  an  only  Ion  and  heir,  James 
Codd,  efq.  who  refided  at  Pelicans,  and  died  whilfl 
flierift' in  170S,  and  was  buried  here,  bearing  for  his 
arms.  Argent,  a fefs  embattled  fable.,  between  fix  pel- 
lets, He  died  without  ilTue  and  inteftate  ; fo  that 
his  eflate  became  divided  among  leveral  claimants  ; 
one  of  whom,  Thomas  Kirby,  gent,  enjoyed  the  fa- 
mily feat,  as  part  of  the  lhare  which  fell  to  his  lot, 
and  his  heirs  conveyed  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Style,  bart. 
in  whole  great  grandfon.  Sir  Charles  Style,  bart.  of 
this  parilh,  the  preient  inheritance  is  now  vefted. 

Wardens  is  an  eflate  in  this  parifli,  which  was  the 
antient  feat  of  the  Woods,  who  bore  for  their  arms, 

Argenty 
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Argent^  on  a fefs  ragitle  aztirey  three  Jleurs  de  lis  or  ; 
which  coat  was  confirmed,  or  affigned  by  patent,  by 
Segar  to  Henry  Wood,  of  London  and  Watringbury, 
and  to  Robert  Wood,  his  brother,  the  laft  of  this 
name  who  refidcd  in  it,  alienated  it,  about  1674,  to 
Sir  Thomas  Style,  bart.  whole  Ion  of  the  fame  name, 
conveyed  it  to  William  Buiieflon,  clerk,  reftor  of 
Warehorne,  in  whofe  family  it  remained  till  about 
thirty  years  ago,  when  it  was  fold  to  Mr.  John  Whi- 
taker, gent,  of  Barming,  whofe  nephew,  Thomas 
Whitaker,  cfq.  of  Trottefclive,  is  the  prefent  owner 
of  it. 

CHAR  HIES. 

Henry  Wood,  citizen  and  haberdalher  of  London,  a na'ive 
of  this  parilh,  gave,  in  the  year  1630,  40s.  per  annum  to  ihe 
poor  ofit  for  ever;  and  8s.  per  annum  for  a fermon  to  be 
preached  yearly  on  the  Sunday  next  after  Candlemas-day  in 
the  afternoon ; when  the  dillribution  of  the  money  is  to  be 
made. 

Oliver  Style,  escj^  in  1632,  gave  the  weekly  fum  of  is. 
to  be  dillributed  in  bread  in  the  church,  every  Sunday,  to  fix 
poor  perfons  for  ever. 

The  lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Style,  bart.  in  1737,  gave  the 
filver  flaggon  and  plate,  for  the  altar. 

M Rs.  Ch  AR  LTON,  rclift  of  the  late  Mr.  George  Charlton, 
the  vicar,  was  a benefador  to  this  church,  by  giving  the  pul 
pit  cloth  and  culhion,  and  other  things  to  it,  at  different 
times. 

There  has  been  a school  in  this  parifh  at  times  for  teach- 
ing reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  lor  near  100  years  ; but 
as  there  is  neither  houfe  nor  falary  for  the  mailer,  the  number 
of  fcholars  is  very  uncertain. 

Watringbury  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  chutch,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  John  Bap. 
tift,  ftands  at  the  weft  end  of  the  village.  It  is  an 
antient  gothic  building,  with  a high  fpire  fteeple,  in 
which  hang  three  bells,  it  was  repaired  at  a great  ex- 
pence in  1 745  j the  church  is  handfomely  pewed  and 
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wainfcotted.  There  aic  i'ome  remains  of  good  painted 
glafs  in  the  windows,  particularly  ot  king  Edward  III. 
and  his  queen,  and  before  the  late  great  hail  Itorm, 
there  was  in  the  fouth  window  the  hiftory  of  the  de- 
collation of  St.  John  Baptift,  pretty  entire ; but  it 
w'as  then  part  of  it  broke  to  pieces. 

This  church,  which  was  antiently  appendant  to  the 
manor  of  Canons-court,  was  given  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  II.  by  Hamo,  fon  of  Richard  de  Wa- 
tringbury,  lord  of  this  parifli,  to  the  prior  and  canons 
ot  Leeds,  and  it  was  confirmed  to  it  by  Walter,  then 
billiop  ot  Rochefter,  who,  on  the  refignationof  Wal- 
ter, then  parfon  ot  it,  admitted  the  prior,  in  the  name 
of  his  convent,  into  the  adhial  polTeffion  of  it.‘ 

It  was  fome  time  after  this  appropriated  to  that 
priory  ; in  which  fituation  it  continued  till  the  diflb- 
lution  of  it  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it 
was,  among  the  other  pofleffions  of  the  priory,  tur- 
rendered  up  to  the  king,  w'hoby  his  dotation  charter, 
in  his  33d  year,  fettled  both  the  parlbnage,  and  ad- 
vowfon  of  the  vicarage,  on  his  new-eredted  dean  and 
chapter  of  Rochefter,  with  whom  they  now  remain. 
The  leflee  of  the  parfonage  has  always  been  the  fame 
as  of  Canon-court,  the  prefent  leflee  being  Sir  Charles 
Style,  Dart,  but  the  dean  and  chapter  retain  the  ad- 
vowfon  in  their  own  hands. 

On  the  intended  diffolution  of  deans  and  chapters, 
after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  the  pofleflions  of 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  in  this  parifh, 
were  furveyed  in  1649,  by  order  of  the  ftate  ; when 
it  appeared,  that  they  confifted  of  the  manor  of  Ca- 
non-court, together  with  the  re(ftory  or  parlbnage  of 
Watringbury  appendant  to  that  manor,  and  certain 
woodlands  there.  J hat  the  parfonage  confifted  of 
all  the  tithes,  and  tithe-corn,  annually  coming,  arif- 

T,  ' P 3>3»  676.  See  the  confirmations  of  this  gift, 
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ing,  and  growing  out  of  all  the  lands  and  fields  within 
the  precincts  and  extreme  bounds  of  thisparilh,  with 
all  commodities  and  appurtenances  belonging  to  them, 
which  premifes  were  valued  at  the  annual  fum  of 
fixty  pounds,  and  were  let  by  the  late  dean  and  chap- 
ter, in  the  15th  year  of  the  late  king  Charles,  to  Ro- 
bert Scoles,  for  twenty- one  years,  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  13I.  6s.  8d.  and  fix  capons,  valued  at  twelve  fliil- 
lings,  which  rent  was  apportioned,  5I.  6s.  8d.  to  the 
manor  of  Canon-court,  the  fame  being  worth 
3 61.  2S.  7d.  yearly,  over  and  above  the  faid  rent ; and 
the  remainder  of  the  rent,  being  81.  12s.  was  appor- 
tioned to  the  iKirfonage,  which  was  worth  yearly,  over 
and  above  the  fame,  51 1,  8s.  That  the  leflTee  was 
bound  to  repair  the  premifes,  and  the  chancel  of  the 
church,  and  that  he  was  immediate  tenant  of  thefe 
premifes.  That  the  axlvowfon,  or  right  of  patronage 
to  the  vicarage,  belonged  to  the  lord  of  the  above- 
mentioned  manor,  which  vicarage  was  then  worth  30I. 
per  annum.'' 

The  vicarage  of  Watringbury  is  a difcharged  living 
in  the  king’s  books,  of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value 
of  forty-eight  pounds,  the  yearly  tenths  of  which  are 
ten  (hillings. 

Mr.  George  Charlton,  vicar  of  this  place,  rebuilt 
the  vicarage-houfe  in  1731,  at  the  expence  of  4O0I. 
and  having  obtained  tool,  of vSir  William  Langhorne’s 
legacy,  and  15I.  15s.  from  flie  dean  and  chapter  of 
Rochefter,  he  added  the  refidue  to  make  it  the  fum 
of  200I.  and  thereby  entitled  this  vicarage  to  queen 
Anne’s  bounty  of  the  further  fum  of  200I.  W'ith  which 
it  was  augmented  about  the  year  1732. 

''  Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth  libr.  vol.  xiv. 

“At  'Wateringhnry,  iu  15C2,  was  buried 
Thomas  Boothe,  aged  112,”  i ^ 
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PATRONS, 

. Or  by  “whom  jirefented. 
Family  of  lUatringbury  

Prior  and  convent  of  Leeds  

Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochefer 


' ' ' ■ V/  t j ^ ! 


J Reg.  Roft'.  p,  ii3. 
m Ibid.  p.  i66. 

n He  lies  buried  in  this  churcb,  as 
does  his  fucceffor. 

o Alfo  vicar  of  Stockbury  by  dif- 
penfation  in  1737. 

P And  prebendary  of  Rochefter. 


RECTORS. 

I4'’'alte.r^  temp.  Henry  II.  re- 
figned ‘ • 

f 

VICARS. 

Averell,  in  i486." 

Ralph  Calverly , obt.  1587. 
Thomas  Brand,  obt.  1620. 
Thomas  Warrel,  obt,  1652. 
Betijamin  Cutler,  obt.  1693. 
fames  Hunter^  obt.  Sept.  1729." 
George  Charlton.,  A.  M.  in  Hit. 
Dec*  22.  1729.  obt.  ^734. 

Hodges,  obt.  1736. 

John  Butler,  A.  M.  1737,  obt. 

'747-''  , ‘ 

John  Upton^''h,  .yi.  rcfigned 
1752.'' 

Richard  Hujband,  A.  M.  1 75 2, 
refigned  1770  ** 

Robert  Style,  1770,  the  prefent 
vicar.' 

t . 

qJ^^inor  canon  of  Rdchefler. 
r He  exchanged  Town  TVIallihg  with 
bis  predccelTot  |for  this  vicarage,  being 
likewife  reAdr  of  Mereworth  by  dif- 
penfation.  He  waS  third  fon  of  the  late 
Sir  Thomas  Style. 


NETT  LEST, ED. 

SOUTHWARD  from  Watringbury  lies  Nettle- 
lied,  called  in  Domclday,  Nedefed. 

1'his  parish  lies  on  the  weflern  bank  of  the 
Medway,  which  is  its  eallern  boundary,  whence  the 
ground  rifes  up  to  the  grounds  of  Roydon-hall,  at  the 
oppofite  fide  of  it.  It  is  within  the  dillrict  of  the 
Weald.  The  fituation  is  low,  and  rather  of  a gloomy 
afpect,  from  the  number  of  fpreading  and  lofty  oaks, 

and 
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^ind  elm  trees  interfperfed  throughout  it ; the  foil  a 
fertile  clay,  conlifting  much  of  it  of  rich  grazing 
land  like  that  already  defcribed  in  the  adjoining  pa- 
ri Ih  of  Eaft  Peckham,  though  it  is  equally  fertile  for 
the  growth  of  corn  and  hops  in  the  upper  parts  of  it. 
The  high  road  from  Maidftone  through  Watringbury 
to  Tunbridge,  branches  off  from  Watringbury,  and 
leads.through  this  parilh,  not  far  from  the  bank  of  the 
river  ; in  the  northern  part  of  it  is  the  church,  and  at 
fome  diltance  trom  it  the  remains  of  theantient  Place 
bonfe,  by  which  it  appears  to  have  been  built  of  ftone, 
with  handfome  fized  gothic  windows ; on  a ftone  por- 
tal, in  the  weft  front  is  the  date  1587,  probably  that 
of  fome  large  repair  or  addition  made  to  it,  as  the 
other  parts  of  the  building  carry  with  them  marks  of 
much  greater  antiquity.  The  grand  entrance  to  the 
houfe  from  the  river  is  yet  (landing.  The  form  of 
the  antient  gardens  with  the  ponds  are  yet  remaining. 
The  manfion  appears  to  have  been  fpacious  and  noble, 
equal  to  the  relpeftablc  families  who  once  relided 
in  it,  though  now  it  is  for  the  moft  part  over-run 
with  weeds  and  fpontaneous  Ihrubs,  and  bears  with  it 
every  mark  of  that  vicihitude  and  ruin  which  is  the 
inevitable  lot  of  the  tranlitous  labours  of  man,  how- 
ever his  utmoft  endeavours  may  have  been  exerted  to 
prevent  it.  It  is  now  made  ufe  of  as  an  oaft  to  dry 
hops,  and  for  a labourer  to  dwell  in,  the  occupier  of 
the  manor  farm  living  in  a modern  houle  between  it 
and  the  church,  hence  the  road  leads  through  the 
village  built  at  Nettlefted -green,  wdience  it  divides, 
that  to  the  left  leading  towards  the  river  at  Twyford- 
bridge,  and  the  other  ftrait  forward  through  Plail- 
ftreet  to  it  at  Brandt-bridge,  both  leading  towards  the 
fouthern  parts  of  the  Weald  and  Suffex.  The  groves 
of  young  oaks,  elms,  and  other  trees,  planted  along 
the  borders  of  the  river  Medway,  contribute  greatly 
to  the  beauty  of  the  feenery,  which  is  confiderably 
heightened  by  the  rich  gardens  of  hops,  and  the  dit- 
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fcrent  dwellings  and  cottages  intervening  at  frequent 
fpaces  between  them. 

This  parifh,  with  others  in  this  neighbourhood,  was 
antiently  bound  to  contribute  to  the  repair  of  the  fifth 
pier  of  Rochefter  bridge. 

In  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror,  this 
place  was  part  of  the  poffefiions  of  the  king’s  half- 
brother,  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux  and  earl  of  Kent, 
under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus  en- 
tered in  the  lurvey  of  Domefday,  taken,  about  the 
year  1080. 

Haimo  holds  of  the  bifhop  ( of  Baieux)  N edejiede ..  It 
was  taxed  at  three  fulings.  The  arable  land  is  fix  ca- 
Yucates.  In  demejne  there  is  one,  and  fourteen  villeins, 
having  five  carucates.  There  is  a church,  and  fourteen 
fervants,and  two  mills  of  fourteen  fhillings,  and  a fifJjery 
of  two  floillings,  aud  feven  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  for 
the  pannage  of  thirty  five  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Ed- 
zvard  the  Confefjor,  it  was  worth  eight  pounds,  after^ 
wards  fix  pounds,  now  eight  pounds  and  five  fhillings, 
Norman  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

Of  this  manor  the  bifl.wp  has  thirty  floillings  and  two 
houfes. 

And  again  in  another  place,  in  the  fame  record  : 

Adam  holds  of  the  bifioop  ( of  Baieux ) one  yoke  in 
Pimpa.  The  arable  land  is  ..  . He  has  there  half  a 
carucate,  with  two  fo'vants,  and  four  acres  of  meadozv 
and  half  a fifhery,  untaxed ; vsood  for  the  pannage  of 
fix  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confeffor  it 
was  worth  fix  (hillings,  and  afterwards  five  fhillings, 
now  ten  fl.dllings,  yet  it  pays  fifteen  Jhillings.  Godric 
held  it  of  king  Edward. 

By  another  entry  in  the  fame  book  it  appears,  that 
Rayner,  or  Rannulf  deColumbels,  w'ho  held  the  ma- 
nor of  Weft  Farlcigh  under  the  bifliop,  as  one  fuling, 
held  likew'ife  another  part  of  this  eftate,  for  after  the 
defeription  of  his  holding  that  manor  it  thus  con- 
tinues. 


0/ 


l^ETTLESTED. 


I2I 

Of  this  fiding  Rayner  (de  Columbus)  holds  one  yoke 
of  the  bifhop  in  the  manor  of  Pimpe,  and  he  has  there 
one  carucate  with  nine  fervants,  and  three  acres  of  mea- 
dow. IFood  for  the  pannage  of  four  hogs.  In  the  time 
of  king  Edward  the  Confefjhr^  and  afterwards^  it  zvas 
worth  twenty  /hillings,  nozv  forty  /billings.  Alnod  Cilt 
held  it  of  king  Edward. 

On  the  difgrace  ot  the  bllhop  of  Riiieiix,  about  four 
years  after  the  taking  of  the  above  furvey,  all  his 
eflates  became  confifcated  to  the  crown,  and  thcfe 
mentioned  above,  which  comprehended  the  manors 
of  Nettlefted,  with  thofe  of  Hykh  arwl  Pimpe,  were 
afterwards  held  of  the  Clares,  eark  of  Glouceffer,  as 
chief  lords  of  the  fee,  by  the  eminent  family  of  Pimpe, 
who  took  their  name  from  the  latter  of  them, 
making  it  the  principal  feat  of  their  refidence,  though 
they  had  another  feat  afterwards  in  fiaft  Farleigh,  in 
this  neighbourhood,  and  a third  at  Alhallows,  in  the 
hundred  of  Hoo.  They  bore  for  their  arms.  Gules, 
two  bars  argent,  a chief  v air e,  as  they  now  remain 
painted  in  the  windows  of  this  church. 

Richard  de  Pimpe  held  thefe  manors  in  the  reigns 
of  king  Edward  I.  and  II.  and  his  defeendant,  Sir 
Philip  de  Pimpe,  was  a man  of  eminence  and  property 
in  this  county,  as  appears  by  his  being  one  of  thofe, 
who  in  the  nth  year  of  king  Edward  III.  were,  in 
refpeft  to  their  eftates,  aflefled  to  furnilh  a guard  for 
the  defence  of  the  fea  coafts  ; towards  which  Sir  Phi- 
lip was  ordered  to  provide  two  men  at  arms." 

His  widow  Joane  married  Johnde  Coloigne,  who, 
together  with  her  fon.  Sir  Thomas  de  Pimpe,  paid 
refpe6five  aid  for  their  lands  in  Nettlefled,  and  ad- 
joining to  it,  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  HI. 
that  is  to  fay, 

“ For  the  manor  of  Nettlefted,  the  manor  of 
Hylth  and  Hylth  park,  ivith  other  lands  in  Nettlefted 

“ See  Alhallows  in  Hoo,  vol.  hi,  of  this  hillory,  p.  29. 

and 
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Rnd  Hylth,  for  the  manor  of  Pimpe,  in  Nettlefted, 
Crongebery,  and  Pimpe,  all  which  were  held  of  the 
earl  of  Gloucefter,  as  chief  lord  of  the  fee. 

William,  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  de  Pimpe,  poffeffed 
Nettlefted,  and  kept  his  Ihrievalty  here  in  the  37th, 
49th,  and  49th  years  of  king  Edward  III.  in  which 
year  he  died,  and  his  fon,  Reginald  de  Pimpe,  of 
Pimpe’s-court,  in  Ealt  Farleigh,  on  his  death,  ferved 
that  oriice  the  remainder  of  that  year. 

His  defcendants  continued  to  relide  at  Pimpe’s- 
court,  in  this  parilh,  two  of  whom,  Reginald  and 
John  Pimpe,  unfuccefsfully  engaging,  with  others, 
in  affifting  Henry,  duke  of  Buckingham,  againft  king 
Richard  III.  were  attainted,  and  their  eftates  were 
declared  forfeited  to  the  crown.  But  on  the  death  of 
king  Richard,  and  the  earl  ot  Richmond’s  attaining 
the  crown,  they  were  reftored  in  .blood  and  eftates. 
Reginald  Pimpe  died  without  male  iffue,  leaving  an 
only  daughter  and  heir  Anne,  for  whom  an  ad:  had 
palled. in  the  ill  year  of  that  reign,  and  Ihe  married 
to  Sir  John  Scott,  of  Scotts-hall,  and  John  Pimpe, 
in  the  2d  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  kept  his  Ihrievalty 
at  Pimpe’s-court,  in  Eaft.  Farleigh.  He  died  in  the 
I ith  year  of  that  reign,  anno  1495,  being  then  pof- 
fefted  of  the  manor,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church 
of  Nettlefted,  the  manor  of  Hilthe,  and  aUo  the  ma- 
nor of  Pimpe,  with  its  appurtenances,  in  this  parifti  and 
Yalding,  and  certain  other  lands  and  tenements  in 
Yalding,  all  held  ot  the  duchefs  of  Buckingham.  He 
left  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Winifred,  married  to  Sir 
John  Rainsford,  who  in  her  right  poftclled  this  manor. 
He  died  f.  p.  ift  Elizabeth,  leaving  his  wife  furviving, 
wlio  appears  by  theefeheat  rolls  to  have  been  a luna- 
tic, and  to  have  died  pollelfed  of  thefe  manors  and 
eftates  in  the  18th  year  of  that  reign  ; when  Sir  Tho- 
mas Scott,  ot  Scotts-hall,  (grandlon  of  Sir  John  Scott 
above-mentioned)  feems  to  have  fucceeded  to  them, 

as 
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as  her  next  of  kin,  and  his  fecond  fon,  Sir  John 
Scott,  polTefled  it  afterwards,  and  refided  at  Ncttle- 
fted,  which  the  date  remaining  on  the  ruins  of  it, 
he  feems  to  have  made  great  additions  to.  He  was 
twice  married,  but  left  iffue  by  neither  of  his  wives, 
and  thefe  manors  and  their  appurtenances,  came  on 
his  death  to  his  brother,  Edward  Scott,  efq.  of  Scotts- 
hall,  whofe  defcendant,  George  Scott,  efq.  of  Scotts- 
hall,  alienated  the  manors  of  Nettlefled,  Health  and 
Pimpe,  with  the  manhon  and  aidvowfon  of  the 
church  of  Nettlefted,  by  authority  of  an  adl  of  parlia- 
ment  paffed  anno  lo  and  1 1 William  III.  to  Sir  Phi- 
lip Boteler,  bart.  of  Teflon,  whofe  fon,  Sir  Philip 
Boteler,  bart.  died  poirefTed  of  them  in  1772,  having 
by  his  will  devifed  one  moiety  of  his  eflates  to  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of  Chart  Sutton,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  Elizabeth,  vifcountefs  dowager  of  Folke- 
flone,  and  William  Bouverie,  earl  of  Radnor,  both 
fince  deceafed;  and  on  a paitition  of  his  eftates  be- 
tween them,  the  manors  and  eftates  of  Nettlefted, 
with  the  appendant  advowfon,  were  among  others, 
allotted  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,  now  of  Teflon, 
the  prefent  poflefTor  of  them. 

The  manor  of  Lomew^ood,  alias  for- 

merly called  Lomewood^  alias  BromeSy  in  this  parifh., 
was  part  of  the  poffefrions  of  the  family  of  Clare, 
earls  of  Gloucefter,  and  was  fettled  by  one  of  them 
on  the  priory  of  Black  Canons,  at  Tunbridge,  in  this 
county. 

This  manor  continued  part  of  the  revenues  of  the 
above  priory  till  its  diflblution  in  the  16th  year  of, king 
Henry  VIII.  After  which  the  king,  in  his  17th 
year,  granted  the  above  priory,  with  others  then  fup- 
prefled  for  the  like  purpofe,  together  with  all  their 
manors,  lands,  and  pofTeftions,  to  Cardinal  Wolley, 
for  the  better  endowment  of  liis  college,  called  Car- 
dinal college,  in  Oxford. 


Bur 
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But  four  years  afterwards,  the  cardinal  being  cait 
in  a pramunire^  all  the  pofl'eflions  of  the  college,  which 
through  want  of  time  had  not  been  firmly  fettled  on 
it,  became  forfeited  to  the  crown,‘  and  the  king,  in 
his  27th  year,  granted  this  manor  of  Lomevvood,  alias 
Le  Bromys,  with  all  lands,  &c.  belonging  to  it  in  this 
parilh,  to  Sir  Edw'ard  Nevill,  third  fon  of  George  Ne- 
viil,  lord  Abergavenny,  who,  in  confideration  of  a 
marriage  to  be  had  between  his  daughter  Katherine, 
and  George  Roydon,  fon  and  heir  apparent  of  Tho- 
mas Roydon,  efq.  of  Eaft  Peckham,  and  of  a certain 
fum  paid  to  him,  conveyed  it,  by  the  name  of  Car- 
dinals lands,  called  Bromes,  in  Lomew'ood,  to  Tho- 
mas Roydon  above-mentioned. 

On  the  death  of  w'hofe  fons  wMtlrout  ilfue,  his  five 
daughters  became  his  coheirs  ; the  fecond  of  whom, 
Elizabeth,  as  part. of  her  ibare  of  the  inlieritance,  en- 
titled her  hufband,  William  Tw^dden,  el'q.  of  Chel- 
mington,  to  this  manors  then  held  iti  cnpite,  and  in 
his  defcendants  it  has  continued  down  to  Sir  William 
Jarvis  Twylden,  bart.  of  Roydon-hall,  in  Eafl  Peck- 
ham,  who  is  the  prefent  pofi'eflbr  of  it. 

CHARITIES. 

John  Thunder,  about  the  year  1756,  gave  by  will  5s. 
worth  of  bread,  to  be  dtrtribuied  yearly  oi>  Good  Friday,  to 
the  poor  of  this  parifli  for  forty  years,  which  term  is  now 
expired. 

Nettlested  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
RiSDiCTioiJ  of  the  dioceje  of  Rochcfler  and  dcanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church,  which  ffands  at  the  eafl  fide  of  the 
village,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  It  is  a fmall  but 
handfome  building,  with  a low  pointed  tower  or  fleeple. 
There  are  good  remains  of  painted  glafs  in  it. 

' See  Lcfnes  abbey  in  Frith,  where  a further  account  is  given 
of  the  foundation  and  endowment  of  this  college,  v.  ii,  p.  252. 
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The  church  of  Nettlefted  was  always  efteenied  an 
appendage  to  the  manor,  and  as  fuch  is  now  in  the  pa- 
tronage of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of  Teflon. 

Edmund,  bilEop  of  Rochefter,  anno  i486,  at  the 
inftanceof  John  Pimpe,  efq.  lord  of  the  manor,  and 
patron  of  the  church  of  Barmingjett,  united  that 
church  to  this  of  Nettlefted  j and  decreed,  that  after 
fuch  union  theTormer  fhould  not  be  efteemed  as  a 
church,  but  as  a chapel,  dependent,  united,  and  an- 
nexed to  this  church  of  Nettlefted ; the  redor  of 
which  and  his  fuccefibrs  Ihould  for  the  future  have 
and  enjoy  all  profits,  tithes,  and  emoluments,  &c. 
belonging  to  the  church- of  Barmingjett,  and  convert 
and  freely  difpofe  of  the  fame  to  his  and  their  own 
proper  ules  for  ever.  And  he  decreed,  that  the  rec- 
tor and  his  fuccelfors  Ihould  in  future  pay  yearly  to 
the  bilhop  of  Rochefter  and  his  fuccellbrs,  twenty 
pence,  and  to  the  archdeacon  twelve  pence  yearly,  in 
lieu  of  luch  payments  as  belonged  to  them  of  antient 
■ cuftom  from  the  church  of  Barmingjett,  before  the 
annexing  and  confolidating  of  the  fame.“ 

In  which  fitiiation  it  continues  at  this  time  ; the 
redor  of  Nettlefted  being  prefented,  inftituted  and 
induded  to,  the  redory  of  Nettlefted,  with  the  chapel 
of  Barmingjett  annexed. 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books,  with  tlie  chapel  of 
Barmingjett  annexed,  at  ii\.  los.  lod.  and  the  yearly 
tenths  at  il.  5s.  id. 

The  learned  Sir  Roger  Twyfden,  who  lived  in  the 
reigns  of  king  James  and  Charles  I.  in  his  difcourfe 
on  the  Weald,  fays,  that  in  the  time  of  the  lady 
Golding,  who  hired  the  tithes  of  this  parilh,  Net- 
tlefted was  held  to  be  in  the  Weald,  and  (he  denied 
the  tithe  of  wood  accordingly  ; yet  the  redor  of  it 
affirmed  then  to  Sir  Roger,  that  all,  who  had  wood 

“ Reg.  RofF.  p.  162.  See  more  of  this  under  Weft  Barraing, 
alias  Barmingjett . 
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in  the  parlfli,  paid  tithe  of  it  at  that  time  to  him,  ex- 
cepting himfelf. 

The  parfonage-houfe  is  a large  antient  well  tim- 
bered building,  having  a court-yard  before  it,  and  an 
antient  gateway,  through  which  is  the  entrance  to  it 
from  the  high  road. 

'church  of  NETTLESTED,  with  the  CHAPEL  OF 
BARMINGJETr  annexed. 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom /irefented.  rectors. 

Lords  of  the  manor  of  Hettlejied...  Thomas  Hundbache^  1486."^ 

li'illiam  femmat,  about  1625.’^ 
John  Pattenden,  A.  M.  about 
1630 

Deacon^  ejcAed  1662.* 

VUard, 

Samuel  Rhodes,  A.  M.  obt. 
1714. 

Thomas  Brewer,  gent.  obt.  April 
I,  1714.* 

John  Richards,  A M.** 

Duncan  Menzies,  A.  M.  inftir. 

1761 , obt.  Sept.  27,  1781 
James  Ramfey,  1781,  obt, 
1789.“ 

John  Kennedy,  1789,  the  prefenc 
reiStor.' 


Reg.  Roff.  p.  162. 

X See  Wood's  Ath.  Ox.  vol.  ii. 
p.  607. 

y MSS.  Tvvyfden. 

z He  was  ejefted  by  the  Bartholo- 
mew A£t. 

» He  was  the  fon  of  Thomas 
Brewer,  cfq  of  W'^eft  Farleigh.  He 
lies  buried  in  this  church,  and  on  his 


graxeftone  Is  Ailed  the  Rev.  Tkomas 
Brewir,  gent. 

b Alfo  vicar  of  TeAon.  He  after- 
wards went  din  rafted, 
c And  vicar  of  TeAon. 
din  1782  a difpenfaticn  paAed  for 
his  holding  this  reftory  with  TeAon 
vicarage. 

e And  vicar  of  TeAon. 


T E S T O N. 

LIES  the  next  parilb  eaftward  from  Watrlngbury. 
It  is  vulgarly  called  Teefon.  In  the  book  of  Domef- 

day 


TESTON.  127 

day  it  is  written  Testan,  and  in  the  Textus  Roffen/s, 
Tersta>.  A. 

This  parilh  is  a borough,  and  has  a court  Icet  ot 
itfelf,  where  the  bortholder  is  cliolen,  and  the  inha- 
bitants of  it  owe  no  iervice  to  the  court  leet  holden 
for  the  liLindred  of  Twyford  ; but  a conftable  for  that 
hundred  may  be  chofen  there  out  of  this  borough. 

Teston  is  beautifully  lituated  on  the  fide  of  a hill, 
declining  fouthvvard  towards  the  river  Medway,  which 
is  its  fouthern  boundary  oppofite  to  Weft  Farleigh. 
The  foil  is  in  general  a fertile  loam,  covering  the 
quarry  rock,  which  at  the  lame  time  that  it  is  dry  and 
healthy,  is  exceeding  kindly  for  corn,  fruit  and  hop 
plantations.  The  high  road  from  Maidftone  tow'ards 
Watringbury  and  Tunbridge,  leads  along  the  low'er 
part  of  this  parifli,  between  which  and  the  river  the 
neat  kept  grafs  lands,  feparated  from  the  road  by  a 
handfome  w'hite  railed  fence,  have  a very  pleating 
effect.  Hence  the  road  branches  off,  to -the  right  to 
Ofham  and  Town  Mailing,  and  to  the  left  to  Cocks 
heath,  Yalding,  and  the  Weald,  acrofs  the  river,  over 
which  there  is  here  a lofty  ftone  bridge  of  I'cven 
arches,  w^hich,notwithflanding  its  height,  is  frequently 
rendered  impaffable  from  the  fudden  overflowings  of 
the  river,  which  here  at  times  frequently  rifes  near 
eighteen  feet  above  its  ufual  furface,  in  the  (pace  of 
tw'enty-four  hours,  and  as  quickly  fails  again,  unlels- 
it  is  again  augmented  by  repeated  rains.  Teflon  park 
pales  adjoin  the  northern  fide  of  the  Maidflone  road, 
hence  the  park  rifes  to  Teflon-houfe,  which  being  of 
white  ftucco,  is  a conlpicuous  objedt  to  the  neigh- 
bouring country,  and  with  the  adjoining  grounds,  fome 
years  fince,  were  greatly  ornamented  and  laid  out 
in  the  modern  tafte  by  Mrs.  Bouverie  ; at  the  back 
of  the  houfe  the  ground  keeps  rifing,  and  the  park 
which  is  well  covered  with  fine  large  trees,  as  well  as 
modern  plantations  of  various  forts,  extends  to  the 
woods,  which  are  remarkably  well  filled  with  large  oak 

trees, 


128  TWYFORD  HUNDRED. 

trees,  and  to  Eaft-Mailing  heath,  but  in  thefe  parts 
it  is  a more  wet  and  deeper  foil,  and  lefs  fertile  than 
the  more  fouthern  parts  of  this  parilh.  From  Tef- 
lon houfe  there  is  a moft  beautiful  view,  having  in 
front  the  river  Medway,  the  bridge,  the  cafcades  at  , 
T utfltam,  and  the  lock  below  them,with  the  pretty  viF 
lage  of  Welt  Farleigh,  and  its  church,  on  the  oppofite  1 
hill.  South-weftward  the  prol'peft  extends  along  the 
valley,  where  nature  and  art  combine  their  powers  to 
render  the  fcene  more  delightful,  having  the  river 
Medway  meandring  its  filver  dream  through  part  of 
it,  the  elegant  manfion  and  church  of  Mereworth  be- 
yond, and  at  the  extremity  the  lofty  woods  on  the 
range  of  hills,  above  the  town  of  Tunbridge.  The 
village,  with  the  church  and  the  vicarage,  a neat  mo- 
dern built  fafhed  houfe  dand  modly  within  the  wef- 
tern  pales  of  the  park,  at  nogreat  didance  fromTedon 
houi'e,  clofe  to  the  front  of  which  the  high  Maiddone 
road  paded,  till  not  many  years  fince  the  late  Sir  Phi- 
lip Boteler  procured  it  to  be  altered  to  its  prefent 
fituation,  at  a greater  didance,  where  it  now  forms  a 
kind  of  half  circle  midway,  between  the  houfe  and 
the  river. 

The  wedern  extremity  of  this  parifli  is  the  boun- 
dary of  the  Weald,  that  is  from  the  hill  above  Wa- 
tringbury,  acrofs  the  river,  towards  the  hill  above 
Burdon  in  Hunton,  excluding  Tedon  from  its 
didridf. 

Dr.  Plott  mentions  his  having  difcovered  a piece  of 
a Roman  way,  which  feemed  to  have  paded  the  Med- 
way about  Tedon,  and  which  he  thought  eroded 
Cocks-heath,  and  pointed  towards  Lenham,  but  I 
believe  it  was  merely  founded  on  his  own  conjecture. 

Willow  weed,  or  lyfamachiay  grows  much  on  each 
fide  of  the  highway  near  Tedon-bridge. 

Tanacetum,  ox  garden  tanfeyi  grows  in  great  plenty 
in  the  meadows  on  the  bank  of  the  Medway,  between 
Tedon  and  Barming. 


Teston 
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Teston  was  part  of  thofc  vaft  pofleffions  with 
which  William  the  Conqueror  enriched  his  half-bro- 
ther, Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  whom  he  afterwards 
made  earl  of  Kent,  and  it  is  accordingly  thus  entered 
in  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  under  the  general  title  of 
that  prelate’s  lands  : 

Jdeold  held  Tejian  of  the  bijhop  (of  Baieux)  and 
Robert  now  holds  it  to  ferme.  It  was  taxed  at  one  fu- 
ling.  II he  arable  land  is  ..  . In  demefne  there  are 
two  carucates  and  an  half^  and  [even  villeins^  with  three 
borderers  having  one  carucate.  ’There  are  tivelve  fer~ 
vants^  and  one  mill  of  three  Jhillings,  and  eight  acres  of 
meadow.  bVood  for  the  pannage  of  twenty  hogs. 

In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confefor^  it  was 
zvorth  one  hundred  fillings^  and  afterzvards  fixty  /hil- 
lings y now  one  hundred  fillings.  Edward  held  it  of 
king  Edward. 

On  the  difgrace  of  the  bifliop  of  Baieux,  about  four 
years  after  taking  the  above  furvey,  this  eftate,  among 
the  reft  of  his  pofteftions,  became  confifcated  to  the 
crown,  whence  it  feems  to  have  been  granted  by  the 
Conqueror  to  Robert,  fon  of  Hamon  de  Crevequer ; 
whole  defcendant,  Hamon  de  Crevequer,  died  pof- 
fefled  of  it  in  the  47th  year  of  king  Henry  III.  hold- 
ing it  capite,  as  a member  of  the  manor  of  Chat 
ham,  which  was  held  of  the  king  in  capite  by  barony 
He  left  Robert,  his  grandfon,  his  heir,  who  after- 
wards took  part  with  the  difcontented  barons  againft 
the  king ; upon  which  this  manor  was  leized  on, 
among  the  reft  of  his  eftates  ; and  it  feems  to  have 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  till  king  Ed- 
ward I.  gave  it  to  Eleanor  his  queen,  who  in  the  i8th 
year  of  that  reign,  made  a donation  of  it,  with  other 
premifes,  to  the  priory  of  Chrift- church,  in  Canter- 
bury, in  exchange  for  the  port  of  Sandwich,  which 

^ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  N.  33.  See  more  of  the  Crevequers, 
under  Chatham,  vol.  iv.  p.  205. 

VOL.  V.  K gift 


ijo  TWYFORD  HUNDRED. 

gift  king  Edward  I.  confirmed  that  year.s  King  Ed- 
ward II.  by  his  charter,  in  his  lothyear,  granted  to 
the  prior  of  Chrift-church,  free  warren  in  all  the  de-  | 
mefne  lands  which  the  priory  poirefled  here  in  the  I 
time  of  his  grandfather,  or  at  any  time  fince.  | 

The  manor  of  Teflon  continued  part  of  thepofief-  I 
fions  of  the  priory  of  Chrift-church  till  the  diflblution.  I 
of  it  in  the  31ft  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it 
was,  together  with  all  its  lands  and  revenues,  furren- 
dered  up  to  the  king,  who  that  year  granted  this  ma- 
nor, among  other  premifes,  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  to 
hold  in  capite,  whofe  fon  of  the  fame  name  having 
railed  a rebellion  in  the  ifl  year  of  queen  Mary,  was 
attainted,  and  his  eflates  forfeited  to  the  Crown  ; and 
the  queen  next  year  granted  this  manor  to  Sir  John 
Raker,  her  attorney-general, ‘‘  to  hold  in  capite,  and  in 
his  defeendants  it  continued  down  to  Sir  John  Baker, 
bart.  of  Sifinghurfl,  who  after  the  death  of  Charles  I. 
alienated  it  to  Mr.  Jafper  Cleyton,  of  London,  and 
he  pafi’ed  it  away  by  fale  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  11. 
to  Sir  Oliver  Boteler,  bart.  of  Berham-court,  in  this 
parilh,  whofe  grandlon.  Sir  Pliilip  Boteler,  bart.  of  the 
fame  place,  died  pofl'efled  of  it  in  1772,  without  if- 
fue,  and  by  will  devifed  one  moiety  of  his  eflates  to 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of  Chart  Sutton,  and  the 
other  to  Elizabeth,  vifeountefs  dowager  Folkeftone  ; 
and  William  Bouverie,  carl  ot  Radnor,  both  fince  de-  1 
ceafed,  and  on  a partition  of  his  eflates,  this  manor  | 
was,  among  others,  allotted  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bou- 
verie,  now  of  Berham-court,  alias  Teflon-houfe,  in 
this  parifh,  the  prefent  poiVeflbr  of  it. 

Teston-house,  formerly  known  by  the  name  of 
Berham-court^  was  once  the  manfion  or  refidence  of 
the  family  of  Berham,  ufually  called  Barham,  whofe 
original  name  was  Fitz  Urfe. 

* Tan.  Mon.  p.  201.  Rot,  Cart,  ejus  an.  No.  37. 

See  more  of  the  Wyatts,  vol.  4,  p.  339,  451. 
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Randal  Fitz  Urfe  was  one  of  thofe  four  knights, 
(the  other  three  were,  William  Tracy,  Richard  Brit- 
ton, and  Hugh  Morvill)  belonging  to  Henry  JT.’s 
houlhold,  men  faid  by  hiftorians  to  have  been  emi- 
nent for  their  birth,  who  undertook  to  murder  arch*- 
bifliop  Thomas  Becket,  which  they  accompliflied  in 
the  cathedral  church  of  Canterbury,  on  December  30, 
anno  1 170** 

After  this  Randal  Fitz  Urfe  fled  into  Ireland,  and 
there  altered  his  name  to  Mac-Mahon,  which  in  the 
Irifli  tongue  fignifies  as  much  as,  the  fon  of  a bear  -, 
upon  his  flight  Robert  de  Berham,  his  kinfman,  en- 
tered on  his  eftate  in  this  parifli,  and  from  him  it  de- 
fcended  to  John  de  Berham,  who  was  by  Henry, 
prior  of  Ch  rift-church,  created  a public  notary  of  the 
diocefe  of  Canterbury,  in  the  year  1309,  an  office  at 
that  time  of  much  truft  and  eminence,  which  the 
prior  was  impowered  to  inveft  any  perfon  with,  by  a 
commiffion  granted  to  him  by  Baffianus  de  Alliate, 
count  palatine  of  Milan,  who  had  received  fuch  power 
originally  from  the  emperor.  The  family  of  Berham 
bore  for  their  arms,  Argent,  three  beais  pajjant  fable, 
muzzled  or.  There  was  a branch  of  this  family  fettled 
at  Wadhurft,  inSufl'ex,  of  which  was  Nicholas  Ber- 
ham, fergeant  at  law  ; and  another  branch  was  of 
Boughton  Monchelfea,  in  this  county,  of  which  was 
Robert  Berham,  who  was  comptroller  of  the  pipe. 
Both  of  thefe  bore  the  above  coat  of  arms,  with  a fefs 
gules,  and  on  it  a Jleur  de  Its,  between  two  martlets  or.^ 

In  the  defendants  of  John  de  Berham  above- 
mentioned,  this  feat  continued  down  to  Thomas  Ber- 
ham, efq.  of  Berham-court,  who  left  one  daughter 
and  heir  Anne,  who  carried  this  eftate  of  Berham- 
court  in  marriage  to  SirOlivei  Boteler,of  Sharnbrooke, 
in  Bedfordfliire,  on  which  he  removed  hither,  and 

' Brompt.  p.  1063.  Hoveden,  p.  521.  R.  de  Diceto,  p.  555. 

*'  Viftn.  CO.  Kent,  1619,  Pedigree  Berham. 
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was  knighted  by  king  James  L at  Whitehall,  in  1604. 
This  family  is  defcended  from  Thomas  Pincerna,  who 
lived  in  the  reign  of  king  John,  and  fealedwith  a co- 
vered cup,  with  this  infcription,  as  appears  by  the  old 
deeds  of  the  family,  encircling  the  feal,  Sigiilum  Tho^ 
ma  Pincerna^  probably  from  his  being  chief  butler  to 
that  prince,  whence  his  fucceflbrs  aflumed  the  name 
of  Butler  or  Boteler.  His  defeendant  was  Robert  le 
Boteler,  called  in  a Latin  deed  without  date,  Rohertus 
Pincerna^  as  is  fuppofed,  likewife  from  his  office  j and 
he  left  ilFue  three  Ions,  Robert,  called  in  a Latin 
deed  without  date,  Le  Boteler  Thomas  ; and  Wil- 
liam, who  was  a prietL  The  defeendants  of  Robert 
le  Boteler,  who  afterwards  wrote  themfelves  Boteler 
only,  fettled  firflat  Yatton,  and  afterwards  at  Droit- 
wich,  in  Worcefterfhire,  when  they  altered  their  name 
to  Butteler,  after  which  about  king  Henry  Vlllth.’s 
reign,  George  Butteler,  efq.  removed  his  refidence  to 
Sharnbrooke,  in  Bedfordfliire.  His  defeendant,  Oli- 
ver Butteler,  efq.  of  Sharnbrooke,  firll:  changed  the 
fpelling  of  his  name  again  to  Boteler,  and  having  mar- 
ried Anne,  daughter  and  foie  heir  of  Thomas  Ber- 
ham,  efq.  of  Berham-place,  removed  hither  as  has 
been  already  mentioned.  He  bore  for  his  arms,  firft, 
Boteler  y argent  on  a chief  fabler  three  cups  or  ; fecondly, 
Boteler  again.  Gules ^ a chevron  betzveen  three  cupSy  or, 
quartered  wth  Wibbe^  Froxmorey  Bachecott,  and 
Berham.  He  died  in  London,  in  1632,  and  was  bu- 
ried at  Teflon,  whofe  eldeft  Ion,  Sir  John  Boteler,  of 
Berham-court,  dying  without  ifluc,  was  fucceeded  by 
his  next  furviving  brother  William,  who  during  his 
eldeft  brother’s  life  refided  at  Saltwood,  and  on  his 
death  became  his  heir,  and  removed  to  Berham-court. 
He  was  a man  of  exemplary  loyalty,  and  firm  in  his 
aitachment  to  his  royal  mafter  king  Charles  I.  by 
whom  he  was  firft  knighted,  and  afterwards,  in  1641, 
created  a baronet,  and  became  one  of  the  gentlemen 
penfioners.  In  1642  he  joined  with  the  neighbouring 

gentry 
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gentry  in  prefentlng  a petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
fora  peace,  which  was  delivered  by  captain  Richard 
Lovelace,  for  which  by  order  of  the  houfe,  Sir  Wil- 
liam was  imprifoned  in  the  Fleet  for  feven  vveeks, 
whence  he  was  releafcd  on  giving  20,oool.  bail. . 

He  afterwards  fufFered  greatly  ; his  houfe  of  Ber- 
ham-court  being  broken  open,  robbed  and  plundered 
of  almoft  every  thing  valuable  in  it,  and  the  rell  de- 
Ifroyed,  and  he  himfelf,  with  his  Ion,  forced  to  com- 
pound for  his  eftate  for  301  il.  and  upwards. 

Sir  William  Boteler  afterwards  railed  and  armed  a 
regiment,  at  his  own  expence,  for  the  king’s  fcrvice, 
at  the  head  of  which  he  was  flain,  together  with  Sir 
John  Clerke,  of  Ford,  in  this  county,  in  the  fight  be- 
tween the  king’s  forces  and  thofe  of  the  parliament, 
under  Sir  William  Waller,  at  Cropredy  bridge,  in 
i644-* 

His  only  fon  and  heir  Sir  Oliver,  bart.  was  of  Ber- 
ham -court,  and  left  a fon  Philip,  and  a daughter  Joane, 
who  married  Chriftopher  Rhodes,  efq. 

Sir  Philip  Boteler,  bart.  the  fon,  relidedat  Berham- 
court,  and  married  in  i6go  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir 
Edward  Delbouverie,  of  Chelhunt,  in  Hertfordfhire, 
by  whom  he  had  one  fon  and  heir.  Sir  Philip  Boteler, 
bart.  of  Berham-coiirt,  which  afterwards  dropped  that 
name,  and  acquired  the  name  of  Tejion- houfe.  He 
was  a gentleman  of  a moft  amiable  difpofjtion  and  po- 
litenefs  of  manners,  whole  benevolence  and  goodnefs 
of  heart  made  him  univerlally  refpedted  and  beloved 
by  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  at  Tellon  in  1772, 
where  he  was  buried.  He  married  Pdizabeth,  only 
daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  W^illiams,  efq.  of  Cabalva, 
in  Radnorlliire,  by  whom  he  had  an  only  daughter 
Elizabeth,  who  died  unmarried  in  his  life-time,  jet.  15. 
By  his  will  he  gave  one  moiety  of  all  liis  ellates,  both 


Clarendon’s  Hid.  of  Rebellion,  vol.  ii.  p.  356. 
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real  and  perfonal,  without  any  fpecific  allotment,  to 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouvcrie,  of  Chart  Sutton,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  Elizabeth,  vifcountefs  dowager  Folke- 
ftone,  and  William  Bouverie,  earl  of  Radnor,  fincc  de- 
ceafed.  They  by  private  agreement  made  a partition 
of  thefe  eftates,  in  which  Tefton  manor  and  advowfon, 
and  the  houle,  formerly  called  Bcrham-place,  were, 
among  others  allotted  to  Mrs.' Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of 
Chart  Sutton  above-mentioned,  who  is  the  prefentpof- 
felTor  of  Tefton-houfe,  with  the  park,  gardens  and 
lands  belonging  to  it,  which  by  her  improvements  has 
become  a moll  elegant  refidence,  and  an  ornament  to 
the  adjacent  country. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie  isdefcended  from  Laurence 
de  Bouverie,  or  Des  Bouveries,  of  an  antient  extraction 
in  Flanders,  who  renouncing  the  Romifn  religion,  came 
into  England  in  1367.  His  grandfon,  Edward  Def- 
bouverie,  was  knighted  in  1684,  and  died  at  his  feat 
at  Chefliunt,  in  1694,  leaving  by  Anne  his  wife, 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Jacob  de  la  Forterie,  of  Lon- 
don, feveral  fons  and  daughters.  Of  whom  William, 
the  eldeft  fon,  was  created  a baronet  in  1713,  and  was 
anceftor  to  the  prefent  earl  of  Radnor  ; and  Chrillo- 
pher,  the  youngcft  fon  was  knighted,  and  was  of  Chart 
Sutton,  in  this  county,  and  left  by  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Ralph  Freeman,  efq.  of  Beech- 
worth,  in  Surry,  two  fons ; Freeman,  who  died  /.  p. 
in  1734,  aet.  20,  and  John,  heir  to  his  brother,  who 
died  on  his  travels  in  Afia,  /.  p.  in  1750,  aet.  29,  and 
two  daughters  j Anne,  married  to  John  Harvey,  elq. 
of  Beechworth,  and  Elizabeth,  devifee  of  the  moiety  j 
of  Sir  Philip  Boteler’s  eftates.  Of  Sir  Edward  Def- 
bouverie’s  daughters,  Anne  married  Sir  Philip  Boteler, 
bart.  and  was  aunt  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie  above-  ' 
mentioned.  Mrs.  Bouverie  bears  for  her  arms,  firft,  j 
Boiivt)  />,  party  per  fejs  or  and  argent , an  Ir^perial  eagle 
fable  i fecond,  Bouverie  again,  gules,  a bend  vaire  quar^ 

tered 
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lered  with  Forteric^  Frebody^  Marjh^  Laurence,  and 
others.'" 

There  are  no  parochial  charities. 

This  parilh  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
msDiCTiONof  the  dioceje  of  Rochefter  and  deanry  of 
Mailing, 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul,  is  a fmall,  but  neat  building,  with  a fquare  tower 
at  the  welt  end.  In  it  are  feveral  monuments  of  the 
family  of  Boteler. 

Robert  de  Crevequer,  at  the  time  of  his  founding 
the  priory  of  Leeds,  in  1 1 1 9,  gave  to  it  all  the  churches 
of  his  eftates,  among  which  was  this  of  Tefton,  with 
fixtecn  acres  of  land  in  the  parilh,  together  with  all 
their  cuftoms,  goods,  liberties  and  privileges." 

Walter,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Stephen,  appropriated  this  church,  and  Lambcrhurft, 
to  the  above-mentioned  priory,  on  the  petition  of  Da- 
niel de  Crevequer  ; and  he  received  the  prior  and  ca- 
nons into  the  parfonages,  and  inftituted  the  canons  par- 
fons  canonically  in  thofe  churches. 

After  which  a vicarage  was  endowed  here  by  the 
prior  and  convent,  with  a rcfervation  of  twenty  fliil- 
lings  yearly  penfion  to  themfelves  out  of  it ; which 
penfion,  on  the  diflblution  of  the  priory  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  came  into  the  hands  of  the  crown, 
and  was  loon  afterwards  granted  by  that  king,  by  h'.s 
dotation  charter,  in  his  33d  year,  to  his  new-ereded 
dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  who  are  now  entitled 
to  it. 

But  the  parfonage,  together  with  the  advowfon  of 
the  vicarage,  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  in 
the  reign  of  king  Charles  I whence  the  fame  was 

^ Pedigree  of  Dclbouverie,  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  earl  of 
Radnor, 

" See  the  confirmations  of  it  in  Regift,  of  Leeds  priory. 
Dugd.  Mon.  vol.ii.  p.  1 10,  &c.  Reg,  RofT.  p.  211. 
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granted  to  Sir  William  Boteler,  bart.  from  whom  it 
defcended  to  Sir  Philip  Boteler, bart.  who  died  polTeffed 
of  it  in  1772  , fince  which  it  has  palled  by  his  will,  in 
like  manner  as  Tefton  manor  and  houfe,  to  Mrs.  Eli- 
zabeth Bouverie,  the  prefent  poflelfor  of  the  parfonage 
and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  of  Tefton. 

This  vicarage  is  now  a difcharged  living  in  the 
king’s  books,  of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of 
forty-feven  pounds,  the  yearly  tenths  of  which  are 
thirteen  {hillings. 

;;  r - .r  CHURCH  OF  TESTON. 

PATRONS, 

Or  hy  whom  preJentccL 
Sir  William  Boteler,  , 


r' 

. K He  was  no  graduate. 

P He  refigned  this  vicarage  for  that 
ofYalding,  and  dying  in  1765,  was 
buried  in  Yaldingchurch. 

q An^  reftor  of  Nettlefted.  He 
afterwards  went  diftrafted. 

WEST  FARLEIGH. 

SOUTHWARD  from  Tefton,  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  river  Medway,  lies  the  parilh  of  Weft  Far- 
leigh,  fo  called  to  diftinguilh  it  from  the  adjoining  one  1 
of  Eaft  Farleigh. 

It  is  called  in  Domefday,  Ferlaga,  and  in  the 
Sextus  Fearnlega,  and  moft  probably  took 

its 
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......  Frojl,  in  1630.® 

Oliver  North,  A.  M.  1642,  rc* 
figned  1663. P 
Roger  Bankes,  in  1682. 

Henry  Cornwallis,  in  1683. 
yohn  Richards,  A.  M,'' 

William  Johvfon,  obt.  1761. 
Duncan  Menzies,  A.  M.  inftit. 

1761,  obt.  Sept. 27,  1781.' 
Jarnes  Ramfey,  obt.  1789.* 

John  Kennedy,  1789,  the  prefent 
vicar. 

r At  the  fame  time  he  was,  pre- 
fented  to  the  redtory  of  Nettlefted. 

» ReAor  of  Nettlefted  likewife  by 
difpeul'ation  as  is  his  fucceftbr.  Sec 
his  life  In  Encyclopaedia  Brit,  drawn 
up  by  his  nephew  Mr.  Walker. 
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its  name  from  the  pafTage  over  the  river  Medway  at 
one,  or  both  of  thele  parifhes.  Fare  in  Saxon  fignify- 
ing  a journey  or  paflage,  and  le^^ay  a place,  i e.  the 
place  of  the  way  or  paliage. 

The  borlholder  of  the  borough  of  Weft  Farleigh  is 
chofen  at  the  court  leet  of  that  manor,  and  does  not 
owe  fervice  to  the  court  leet  of  the  hundred  ; nor  do 
the  inhabitants  of  that  borough  owe  any  fervice  to  that 
court ; but  at  that  court  there  may  be  chofen  a con- 
ftableofthat  hundred  out  of  this  borough. 

Part  of  the  parifh  of  Weft  Farleigh  \%  held  of  the 
manor  of  Newington  near  Sittingborne,  in  free  focage 
tenurey  by  certain  freeholders,  at  different  yearly  rents. 

This  parish  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  fouthern 
fide  of  the  Medway,  on  the  fide  of  a hill  declining  to- 
wards the  river  ; its  northern  boundary,  the  meadows, 
on  the  bank  of  which,  abounding  with  large  and  fpread- 
ing  oaks,  as  does  the  whole  parilh,  contributing  greatly 
to  the  grandeur  and  beauty  of  the  fcene.  The  foil  of 
it  is  much  the  fame  as  that  of  the  adjoining  parifh  of 
Eaft  Farleigii,  and  is  equally  fertile  in  corn,  fruit,  and 
hops,  of  which  there  are  many  plantations.  The  high 
road  acrofs  the  Medway  over  I efton  bridge,  afeends 
the  hill  through  the  village,  in  which  is  Smith’s  hall,  a 
handfome  well-built  feat,  and  the  vicarage,  both  of 
them  having  a fine  view  of  the  valley  and  river,  Mere- 
worth,  and  Tefton-houfe  and  park,  on  the  oppofite 
hill.  About  a quarter  of  a mile  eaftward  is  the  fmall 
hamlet  of  Farleigh-green,  and  at  the  lower  edge  of  the 
hill,  not  far  from  the  river  the  church  and  the  court- 
lodge,  Mr.  Stephen  Amhurfl’s,  where  there  is  a pretty 
fteep  defeent  of  grafs  and  meadow  lands  to  the  bank 
of  the  river,  and  the  bridge  acrofs  it  to  Barmjet.  On 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  village,  at  no  great  difiance, 
are  the  ruins  of  the  manfion  of  Tutfham,  which  was 
pleafantly  fituated  on  a rife  above  the  river,  and  encir- 
cled with  ftately  oaks,  and  its  canals  plentifully  fup- 
plied  by  a fmall  fwiftly  running  brook,  called  the  Ewell, 

from 
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from  its  rifing  near  the  manor  of  that  name,  in  the 
eaftern  part  of  this  parifh,  and  which  here  falls  into  the 
Medway.  The  houfe  was  pulled  down  a few  years  ago, 
when  the  improvements  were  made  at  Tefton- houfe, 
and  the  ruins  left  as  an  objed  in  the  profpeft  from  it. 
From  the  village  of  Farleigh,  the  high  road  continues 
down  to  Yalding,  and  thence  to  the  Weald  and  Sulfex. 
Another  road  from  the  village,  the  ground  ftill  rifing, 
leads  to  Cocks-heath,  and  the  fummit  of  the  quarry- 
hill  above  Burfton,  where  the  diftrid:  of  the  Weald  be- 
gins. In  the  fouth  eaft  part  of  the  parifh  there  is  much 
coppice  wood. 

In  THE  WOODS  in  this  neighbourhood  there  grows 
Cyclamen  Europasum,  fowbready  although  Gerarde 
fays,  he  could  not  learn  that  this  plant  grew  any  where 
in  England,  and  Mr.  Raye  and  Mr.  Hudfon  have  en- 
tirely omitted  it  in  their  catalogue  of  Britifh  plants.* 
Ariftolochia  Clematitis,  climbing  birthwort,  grows 
in  the  woods  between  this  place  and  Maidftone.'* 

This  place,  foon  after  the  conquefl,  was  given  by 
William  the  Conqueror  to  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  his 
half-brother,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands,  it 
is  thus  entered  in  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  taken  in  that 
king's  reign  : 

Ranitlf  de  Colunihels  holds  of  the  bifhop  (of  Baieux) 
Ferlaga.  It  zvas  taxed  at  one  fuling.  The  arable  land 
is  four  carucotes.  Rannulf  does  not  hold  more  than  three 
yokes^  and  he  has  there  in  demefne  one  carucate^  and  ten 
‘villeins^  with  four  cottagers^  having  three  carucates. 
There  is  a churchy  and  feven  fervants,  and  one  mill  of 
five  foillings,  atid  ten  acres  of  meadow ^ IF ood  for  the 
pannage  of  fifteen  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward 
the  Confefjor^  and  afterwar ds^  and  now  it  is  worth  feven 
pounds.  Alnod  held  it  of  king  Edzvard. 

' johnfon’s  Gerarde’s  Herbal,  p.  845. 

“ Hudfon’s  Flora  Anglica,  vol.  ii.  p.  394. 

Of 
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Of  this  fulingy  Rayner  holds  one  yoke  of  the  bijhop  in 
the  manor  (f  Pimpe,  and  be  has  there  one  carucate,  with 
nine  fervants  and  three  acres  of  meadow.  IVood  for 
the  pannage  of  four  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edzvard 
the  Confejjbry  and  afterwards^  it  was  worth  twenty  fhiU 
lingSy  now  forty  fhillings.  Jlnod  Cilt  held  it  of  king 
Edward. 

On  the  difgrace  of  the  bifliop  of  Baieux,  about  the 
year  1084,  this  manor,  with  the  reft  of  his  pofleftions, 
became  confifcated  to  the  crown  j whence  it  feems  to 
have  been  granted  by  the  Conqueror  to  Robert,  fon 
of  Hamon  de  Crevequer,  whofe  defcendant,  Robert 
de  Crevequer  afterwards  held  it  as  a member  of  the 
manor  ot  Chatham.  He  took  part  with  the  rebellious 
barons  againft  the  king  j upon  which  this  manor  was 
fcized,  among  the  reft  of  his  eftates  j and  though  it 
appears  that  he  was  afterwards  reftorcd  to  the  king’s 
favor,  yet  he  never  regained  poffeflion  of  the  manor  of 
Weft  Farleigh,  which  feems  to  have  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  crown,  till  king  Edward  I.  gave  it  to  Elea- 
nor his  queen,  who,  in  the  18th  year  of  that  reign, 
made  a gift  of  it,  with  other  premifes,  to  the  priory  of 
Chrift-church,  in  Canterbury,  in  exchange  for  the  port 
of  Sandwich.'^ 

King  Edward  II.  in  his  loth  year,  granted  to  the 
prior  of  Chrift-church,  free-warren  in  all  their  demefne 
lands,  which  he  poITefled  here  in  the  time  of  his  grand- 
father, or  at  any  time  fince.* 

This  manor  continued  part  of  the  pofteftions  of  the 
priory  of  Chrift-church  till  its  diflblution,  in  the  3*  ft 
year  of  king  Henry  Vlil.  when  it  was  furrendered  into 
the  king’s  hands,  who  that  year  granted  this  manor, 
among  other  premiles,  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  to  hold 
in  capitCy  but  his  fon  of  the  fame  name  having  raifed 


Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  I.  p.  22.  Tan.  Mon.  p.  201. 
* Regifter  of  Chri^-church,  charter  134. 
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a rebellion  in  the  ifl.  year  of  queen  Mary,  was  attainted, 
and  his  ehates  were  forfeited  to  the  crown  and  the 
queen,  by  her  letters  patent,  in  her  (ccond  year,  granted 
this  manor  to  Sir  John  Baker,  her  attorney-general,* 
to  hold  by  the  like  fervice.  In  his  defcendants  it  con- 
tinued down  to  Sir  John  Baker,  bart.  of  Sifinghurft:, 
who  alienated  it  foon  after  the  death  of  Charles  I.  to 
Mr.  Robert  Newton,  grocer,  of  London,  who  con- 
veyed  it  to  Auguftine  Hodges,  gent,  and  he  fold  it  in 
the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  to  John  Amhurft,  efq.  of 
Eaft  Farleigh  court-lodge,  who  by  will  in  1711  de- 
vifed  it  to  his  brother,  Nicholas  Amhurft,  gent,  of 
Weft  Barniing,  and  his  grandfon,  Stephen  Amhurft, 
efq.  is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  it,  and  refides  in  the 
manor-houfe. 

Smith’s-hall  is  a feat  in  this  parifh,  to  which  the 
Brewers,  a family  who  had  refided  at  Brewer’s  place, 
in  Mereworth,  for  many  generations,  removed  in  the 
reign  ofking  Henry  VI.  and  which  afterwards  branched 
off  to  Boxley  and  Ditton,  both  in  this  neighbourhood.® 
They  bore  for  their  arms,  Gules^  three  bends  wavy  or, 
a canton  vaire,  argent  and  azure. 

Of  this  family  was  Wm.  de  Brewer,  who  was  lieu- 
tenant of  Dover- caftle  under  king  John,  as  appears  by 
the  fpecial  pradpe  directed  to  him  from  that  king,  to 
deliver  this  then  important  fortrefs  to  Hubert  de  Burgh, 
lord  warden  of  the  cinque  ports. ^ 

This  feat  continued  the  refidence  of  this  family  to 
Thomas  Brewer,  efq.  who  died  poffeffed  of  it  in  1690, 
and  was  buried  in  this  church,  whofe  fecond  whfe  Anne, 
was  daughter  of  Richard  Kilburne,  efq.  of  Hawkhurft, 
the  KentiQi  topographer,  by  whom  he  had  feveral 

’'See  more  of  the  Wyatts  under  Allingt  on,  vol.  iv.  p.  451. 

* See  more  of  the  Bakers,  under  C'ranbrooke.  See  alfo 
Eaft  Farleigh,  vol,  iv.  p.  375, 

•“  See  MSS.  in  the  Brit'fh  Mufeum,  No.  2230. 

**  Rot.  17,  Joh.  memb.  2,  N.  102.  Philipott,  p.  150. 
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children.  His  eldeft  fon,  John  Brewer,  efq.  of  Smith’s 
hall,  died  in  1724,  leaving  by  Jane  his  wife,  an  only 
daughter  and  heir,  Jane,  who  was  twice  married;  firft 
to  John  Carney,  efq.  and  fecondly  to  John  Shrimpton, 
efq.  both  of  whom  the  furvived,  and  again  podelTed 
this  feat,  where  (he  relided  in  her  own  right.  She  died 
here  f.  p.  in  1762,  having  by  her  will  devifed  this 
leat,  with  the  reft  of  her  eftates,  to  her  kinfman  John 
Davis,  D.  D.  redlor  of  Hamfey,  in  Sufifex,  whofe  mo- 
ther was  daughter  of  Thomas  Brewer,  efq.  above-men- 
tioned, by  his  fccond  wife,  daughter  of  Richard  Kil- 
burne,  of  Havvkhurft,  and  he  died  poflefted  of  it  in 
1766,  and  was  buried  in  Canterbury  cathedral,  of 
which  church  he  vyas  a prebendary.  He  left  iftlie  one 
Ion  John  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  Elizabeth  the 
eldeft,  married  Henry  Pratt,  efq.  late  of  Harbledown, 
Jane  the  fecond,  died  unmarried  in  1768,  and  Anne, 
the  youngeft,  married  Robert  Knipe,  efq.  of  London, 
John  Davis,  efq.  the  fon,  was  afterwards  knighted,  and 
married  the  fecond  daughter  of  Dr.  Tatterfal,  redlor 
of  Streatham,  in  Surry.  He  fold  this  feat  in  1774  to 
William  Perrin,  elq.  who  refided  at  Smith’s  hall, 
where  he  kept  his  fhrievalty  for  this  county  in  1776, 
bearing  for  his  arms,  Gules^  three  crefeents  argent y and 
he  is  the  prefent  owner,  and  at  times  refides  in  it. 

The  manor  of  Totesham-hall,  ufually  called 
futlham,  in  this  parifh,  was  antiently  the  refidence  of 
a family,  who  aflumed  their  furnamc  from  it. 

John  de  Toteiham  was  one  of  thtrecognitores  mag- 
)ia  ajjift£y  or  judges  of  the  great  aftize  in  the  reign  of 
king  John,  as  appears  by  the  pipe  rolls  of  that  reign, 
and  bore  for  iiis  arms.  Gules y within  a bordwe  a crofs 
argent y between  twelve  billets  of  the  laji ; as  appears  by 
his  feal  appendant  to  a deed  in  the  Dering  library. 

From  him  this  manor  and  eftatedefeended  in  a direct 
line  to  Anthony  Totefliam,  efq.  who  about  the  latter 
end  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  alienated  Tote- 
Iham,  with  an  appendage  to  it,  called  Henhurft,''  to 

^ In  Yelding,  where  fee  a further  account  of  it. 
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Thomas  Chapman,  gent,  one  of  the  grooms  of  the 
king’s  chamber,  in  whofe  name  they  ftaid  till  the  mid- 
dle of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  when  they  were  fold  to 
John  Laurence,  efq.  captain  of  Tilbury  fort,  who  by 
Anne,  one  of  the  two  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Ro- 
bert Gidding,  efq.  left  a fon  and  heir,  Edward  Lau- 
rence, efq.  who  was  of  Totelham-hall,  and  died  in  1605. 
His  heirs  joined  in  the  fale  of  this  manor,  to  Auguf- 
tine  Skynner,  efq.  of  Devonfhire,  the  younger  brother 
of  Richard,  of  Columpton,  in  that  county,  of  a family 
who  bore  for  their  arms.  Ermine^  three  lozenges  fable, 
in  each  a Jleur  delis  or.^  He,  on  this  purchafe,  re- 
moved into  Kent,  and  refided  at  Totefliam-hall. 

Auguftine  Skynner,  his  eldeft  fon,  refided  likewife 
at  Totefham-hall,  where  he  died  in  1672,  without  fur- 
viving  ilfiie,  and  was  buried  here.  Sometime  after  his 
deceale,  his  heirs  alienated  this  manor  and  feat,  with 
the  manor  of  Ewell  in  this  pari fh,  and  other  eftates  in 
the  adjoining  parilhes,  to  Edward  Goulfton,  efq.  who 
afterwards  refided  at  Tutrtiam,  and  bore  for  his  arms, 
Barry,  nehulce  of  fix  argent  and  gules,  over  all  a bend 
fable,  charged  with  three  plates.  He  died  in  1720, 
fp.  and  was  buried  in  this  church,  having  by  his  will 
given  them  after  his  wife’s  death  to  her  nephew,  Fran- 
cis GouHlon,  fon  and  heir  apparent  of  Richard  Goul- 
fton, efq.  of  Widdial,  in  Hertford fli ire.  This  family, 
of  Widdial,  was  defeended  from  Thomas  Goulfton,  of 
Wimondham,  in  Leicefterfhire,  whofe  grandfon  John, 
fon  of  William,  was  one  of  the  prothonotaries  of  the 
common  pleas  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I. 

James  Goulfton,  efq.  his  eldeft;  fon,  was  of  Widdial, 
and  was  father  of  Richard,  and  of  Anne,  the  wife  of 
Edward  Goulfton,  of  Tutfham,  as  above  mentioned. 
They  bore  the  fame  coat  of  arms  as  thofc  of  this 
county. 

^ See  Vifitation  of  the  county  cf  Kent,  1619.  Pedigree  of 
Skynner. 
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She  refided  at  Tutfham  after  the  death  of  her  huf- 
band,  and  dying  in  1724,  the  property  of  thefe  ma- 
nors and  eftates  became  veiled  in  Francis  Goulfton 
cfq.  before-mentioned,  of  Widdial,  who  on  his  mar- 
riage in  1722,  had  fettled  the  reverfion  of  them  on  Sa- 
rah his  intended  wife,  and  on  their  iflue  in  tail  male, 
with  a power  of  revocation  on  his  fettling  other  eftates, 
of  as  great  value,  in  lieu  of  them.  After  which,  in 
the  13th  year  of  king  George  I.  anno  1726,  having 
contracted  for  the  fale  of  them  wTth  Sir  Philip  Boteler, 
bart.  and  the  expreffions  in  the  above  fettlement  being 
doubtful  and  ambiguous,  an  aCl  of  parliament  was  pro- 
cured to  enforce  them,  and  the  fee  of  them  was  con- 
veyed to  Sir  Philip  Boteler,  bart.  He  died  in  1772, 
/.  p.  and  by  will  bequeathed  one  moiety  of  his  eftates 
to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of  Chart  Sutton;  and  the 
other  moiety  to  the  vifcountefs  dowager  Folkeftone, 
and  William  Bouverie,  earl  of  Radnor,  both  fince  de- 
ceafed  ; and  on  a partition  of  his  eftates,  thele  above- 
mentioned  were,  among  others,  allotted  to  Mrs.  Eli- 
zabeth Bouverie,  now  of  Teflon,  the  prefent  polfelTor 
of  them. 


CHARITIES. 

Mrs.  Anne  Goulston,  in  1724,  gave  by  will  certain 
lands,  the  produce  to  be  djdributed  yearly  to  the  poor  not  re- 
ceiving alms,  veiled  in  the  churchwardens  and  overfeers,  and 
now,  excepting  repairs,  of  the  annual  produce  of  14I. 

Th E Rev.  Ol  I VE  R Nort H , vicar,  gave  by  will  in  1725* 
to  be  dillributed  io  like  manner,  land  veiled  in  the  vicar  and 
parifh  officers  and  now,  excepting  land-tax  and  repairs,  of  the 
annual  produce  of  81. 

West  Farleigh  is  within  the  ecclesiastical 
JURISDICTION  of  the  dioceje  of  Rochefter  and  deanry 
of  Mailing. 

The  church,  which  Hands  near  the  court  lodge,  con- 
fifts  of  one  ifle,  and  has  a low  pointed  fteeple.  It  is 
dedicated  to  All  Saints.  In  it  are  monuments  for  the 
Brewers,  Skinners,  and  Goulftons,  and  in  the  fouth 

wall 
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wall  there  is  an  antient  tomb  fixed  in  a recefs,  and  over 
it  an  arch  engrailed,  having  at  each  corner  a coat  of 
arms ; that  towards  the  eaft  is  obliterated,  but  the 
weftern  one,  a crofs  within  a bordure  engrailed^  is  ft  ill 
vifible. 

Robert  de  Crevequer,  at  the  time  of  his  founding 
tlie  priory  of  Leeds  in  1119,  gave  all  the  churches  of 
his  cftates,  among  which  this  of  Weft  Farleigh, 
with  all  their  cuftoms,  goods,  liberties,  and  privileges, 
to  that  priory.® 

William  Corboil,  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  I.  foon  after  the  above-mentioned 
gift,  granted  that  the  canons  there  fhould  poftTefs  this 
church,  and  fliould  take  the  tithes  of  corn  yearly,  ap. 
propriated  to  them,  and  two  parcels  of  land  of  the 
pofteftions  of  this  church,  (duas  culturas  de  tenemento) 
of  which,  neverthelefs,  he  decreed,  that  the  vicar  of  it 
fliould  take  the  tithes  yearly,  w'hen  they  fliould  be  cul- 
tivated, faving,  neverthelefs,  a third  parcel,  and  all 
other  appurtenances  belonging  to  it,  to  the  vicar  ferv- 
ing  in  it,  who  fliould  be  prefented  by  the  prior  of  Leeds 
to  the  billiop,  faving  to  him  epilcopal  right  in  all 
things. 

']  his  church,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  vi- 
carage, remained  part  of  the  poflTeflions  of  the  priory, 
till  the  diftTolution  of  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
when  it  was  confirmed  to  that  king  and  his  heirs, 
among  the  other  eftates  of  the  priory,  by  the  general 
words  of  the  acl  pafled  in  the  3 ift  year  of  that  reign. 
After  which  the  king,  by  his  dotation  charter,  in  his 
33d  year,  fettled  both  tlie  parfonage,  and  advowfon 
of  the  vicarage,  on  his  new-erecled  dean  and  chapter 
of  Rochefter,  with  whom  they  now  remain. 

The  lelTee  of  the  parfonage  is  Mr.  John  Savage; 
but  the  dean  and  chapter  relerve  the  prefentation  of  the 
vicarage  to  themfelves. 
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The  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
61.  I os.  5d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  13s.  oid. 

On  the  intended  diflblution  of  deans  and  chapters, 
after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  the  poffeffions  of  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Rocheftcr  in  this  parifh,  were  fur- 
veyed  in  1649,  by  order  of  the  ftate  j by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  this  parfonage  confifted  of  all  the  tithes, 
&c.  with  a houfe,  barns,  &c.  and  gardens  containing 
one  rood,  of  the  improved  rent  of  feventy-four  pounds, 
and  alfo  another  barn  and  premifes  belonging  to^  it, 
containing  three  roods  and  three  perches,  of  the  im- 
proved rent  of  five  pounds  per  annum.  All  which 
were  let  anno  1 1 Charles  I.  to  Thomas  and  John  Wood, 
by  the  late  dean  and  chapter,  at  the  rent  of  lol.  i is.  4d. 
fo  there  remained  clear  the  rent  of  681.  8s.  8d.  per 
annum;  that  the  vicarage  was  excepted  out  of  the  leafe, 
and  was  worth  thirty 'five  pounds  per  annum,  and  that 
the  lefTee  covenanted  to  repair  the  chancel,  and  to  pay 
the  accuflomed  penfion  of  3I.  6s.  8d.  to  the  vicar. 


CHURCH  OF  WEST  FARLEIGH. 

VICARS. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  firefented. 

Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rothefter  .«. 


f MSS.  Twvl'dcn. 

R Reg.  Roft.  p.  8S8  . 

t Walker’s  Soft,  of  Clergy,  p.  26  7. 

1 Alfo  vicar  of  Eaft  F.irleigh.  He 
^va.s  a good  benefactor  lo  this  vicarage, 
by  the  improvements,  he  made  to  the 
houfe  and  gardens. 

VOL.  V. 


William  Allen,  in  1597. 

Robert  Feild,  A.  M.  about  1630.^ 
John  Reve,  1636.® 

Edmund  Hills,  1640.’' 

Oliver  North,  1720,  obt  1726.* 
John  Davis,  A.  M.  prefented 
1726,  Ob'.  J uly  I776.'‘ 

Robert  Fountain,  A.  M.  Nov. 

1776,  rcfigned  1779.' 

Fiancis  Taynton,  A.  M. 

obt.  Nov.  14,  1794-'" 

77/0.  Weeks  Dalby,  A.  M.  1794* 
the  prefent  vicar." 

k And  reftorof  Mereworth. 

1 He  exchanged  this  vicarage,  for 
that  of  Frindtbury,  with  his  fuccelfor. 
m Likewife  reAor  of  Trottefelive. 
n And  vicar  of  Chippenham,  in 
Wilt  (hire. 
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H TJ  N T O N. 

SOUTHWARD  from  ‘Weft  Farleigh  lies  the  pa- 
rlfh  of  Hunton,  called  more,  ‘freqoendyin  antient  deeds 
Hwitington. 

A Tmall  part  of  this  pari'fh,  being'of  the  antient  de- 
nicfne  of  Ayksford,  is  in  the  hundred  of  Larkfield ; 
another  fmall  part  is  within  the  hundred  of  Maidftone, 
■the  refidue  being  in  tht  borough  of  Hunton,  is  in  fhe 
hundred  of  Twyford,  which  borough  claims  a court 
leet  of  itfelf,  where  the  borftiolder  is  chofen,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  it  owe  no  fcrvice  to  the  court  leet  of  the 
hundred,  only  at 'that  court  a conftable  for  the  hundred 
maybe  chofen  out  of  this  borough. 

HuNtoN  lies  on  the  fide  of  the  quarry  hills,  the 
fumrnlt  of  which  above  it  is  the  northern  boundary  of 
this  parilh,  as  Well  as  of  the  Weald,  confequently  this 
parilli  lying  below  it,  is  within  that  diftridl.  The  foil 
of  it  about  the  hill  partakes  of  the  quarry  or  rag  ftone, 
thinly  covered  with  a loam  or  red  earth,  below  which 
it  changes -to  a ftiff  clay.  Upon  the  hill  adjoining  to 
•Cocks-heath  there  is  a range  of  coppice  wood  along  it, 
below  which,  midway  down  the  hill  is  the  feat  of  Bur- 
fton,  having  a fine  view  fouthward  over  the  Weald; 
the  right  wing  of  it  is  built  ot  brick,  ornamented  with 
ftone,  and  feems  to  be  of  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
the  reft  of  it  is  much  more  modern.  The  whole  feems 
approaching  to  hafty  ruin,  being  uninhabited,  the 
houfe,  where  the  farmer  inhabits,  being  built  adjoining 
to  it.  Thefe  was  a -park  round  this  feat,  inclofed  about 
king  James  the  Ift.’s  reign,  which  has  been  difparked 
fome  years,  and  converted  into  a farm.  At  a little 
diftance  eaftward  is  the  parfonage,  a good  houfe  much 
improved  by  the  prefent  bilhop  of  London,  who  made 
it  his  iummer  refidence  whilft  redtor  of  this  parlfh,  it 
li  now  in  like  manner  inhabited  by  the  prefent  redtor, 

lord 
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lord  George  Murray.  Juft  below  it  is  the  feat  called 
Gennings,  formerly  the  property  of  one  Snatt,  who 
Ibid  it  to  Sir  Walter  Roberts,  bart.  of  Glaftenbury,  who 
rebuilt  the  houfe  on  his  death  in  17415;  his  only  daugh- 
ter and  heir  Jane,  carried  this  feat  in  marriage  to 
George,  duke  of  St.  Alban’s.  She  died  f.  p.m  1 778, 
having  difpofed  of  it  by  her  will  to  Mifs  Davies,  who 
after  the  duke’s  death  poflefled  it,  and  fold  it  to  the 
lady  dowager  Twyfden,  the  prefent  owner  of  it.  At  a 
fmall  diftance  lower  down  is  the  church,  and  ftill  fur- 
ther, about  a quarter  of  a mile  eaftward  the  village,  cal- 
led Hunton-ftreet,  clofe  to  the  paftage  over  the  river  at 
Hunton  Clappers,  being  a principal  ftream  of  the  river 
Medway,  which  here  direds  its  courfe  along  tlie 
fouthern  boundary  of  this  parilb,  being  increafed  in 
its  courfe  here  by  feveral  fprings,  which  rife  in  the  upper 
part  of  it,  and  join  together  the  main  river  at  the  ad- 
joining parifh  of  Yalding.  That  part  of  this  parifli 
below  the  hill,  from  the  nature  of  its  deep  clay  foil,  is 
very  miry  in  wet  weather,  whilft,  like  the  reft  of  the 
Weald,  in  hot  and  dry  weather,  it  becomes  a hard  ca- 
key  or  panny  furface,  which  refifts  every  impreftion  ; 
of  courfe  the  opportunity  for  the  tillage  of  it,  whilft  . 
in  an  intermediate  ftate,  muft  not  be  neglefted,  left  the 
poflibility  of  a fcafon  be  loft.  It  is  very  kindly  for 
wheat,  of  which  it  produces,  efpecially  when  manured 
with  marie  or  chalk,  which  is  brought  from  the  further 
ridge  of  hills,  at  nine  or  ten  miles  dillance,  very  good 
crops,  of  near  three  feams  an  acre  ; the  whole  of  it  a- 
bounds  with  broad  hedge  rows,  in  which  are  numbers 
of  fine  fpreading  oaks  of  a large  fize,  which  though  very 
profitable  to  the  ownrr,arc  exceeding  prejudicial  to  the 
occupier  and  his  crops  of  corn,  d'o  the  fight  this 
country  is  a beautiful  profpedf,  but  to  the  traveller  and 
refident,  it  is  in  wet  weather  almoft  impaflable,  and  in 
the  drought  of  fummer  from  the  heat  arifing  from  the 
foil,  the  refle£l:ion  of  the  fun  beams,  and  the  quantity 
of  large  buzzing  flies  which  continually  aflault  you  from 
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their  haunts  among  the  oak  branches,  it  is  moft  dlfa- 
greeable  and  unpleafant  to  the  extreme,  the  only  ex- 
ception being  when  you  are  ftationary  under  the  thick 
lhade  of  a fpreading  oak. 

In  the  year  1683  there  was  found,  at  the  opening 
of  a piece  of  ground  to  enlarge  a pond,  near  Mr.  Hat- 
ley’s houfe  in  this  parifh,  at  fix  yards  deep,  a hard  floor 
or  Jiraium,  compofed  of  fhells,  or  petrifaftions  like 
them,  crowded  clofely  together,  the  interftices  of 
which  were  filled  up  with  marie.  This  layer  was 
about  an  inch  deep,  and  feveral  yards  over.  Thefe 
fliells  were  of  the  fort  called  conchiteSy  and  refembled 
fea  fifli  of  the  teftaceous  kind  ; moft  of  them  were  tur- 
binated or  wreathed,  the  reft  were  of  the  bi valvular 
fort ; none  of  them  with  their  valves  clofed  together, 
but  Angle.  This  jlratumy  when  expofed  to  the  air  and 
grown  hard,  appeared  much  like  the  coarfe  fort  of 
marble,  compofed  of  fuch  fliell-like  pefcrifadtions,  with 
marie  mixed  betwixt  them,  as  is  dug  up  about  Betherf- 
den,  Pluckley,  &c.  in  the  Weald  of  Kent,  and  about 
Petworth,  in  Suflex.  Upon  enquiry,  no  inftanre  was 
known  of  the  river  Medway’s  having,  in  any  floods, 
reached  fo  far  as  this  place.® 

The  manor  of  Huntington,  alias  Hunton,  was 
part  of  the  antient  pofiTeflions  of  Chrift-church,  in  Can- 
terbury, and  was  foon  after  the  time  of  the  Conqueror 
held  of  the  archbilhop  of  Canterbury  by  knight’s  fer- 
vice,  by  a family  of  the  name  of  Lenham,  who  were 
.afterwards  proprietors  of  another  manor  in  this  parifh, 
called  Benftede. 

The  latter  of  thefe  manors,  at  the  time  of  taking 
the  furvey  of  Domefday,  about  the  year  1080,  was 
part  of  the  pofTefTions  of  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux  and 
earl  of  Kent,  the  Conqueror  s half-brother,  under  the 
general  title  of  whole  lands  it  is  tlius  entered  in  it : 

® Philofophical  Tranfadlions,  vol.  xiv.  No.  155,  p.  463. 
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Adehold  held  Benedejlede  of  the  bijhop  (of  Baieux) 
and  Robert  held  it  to  ferme.  It  was  taxed  at  one  yoke. 
The  arable  land  is  ...  . In  demefie  there  ts  one  earn- 
cate,  zvith  five  fervants,  and  one  acre  of  meadoiv.  IVood 
for  the  pannage  of  fix  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Ed- 
ward the  ConfeJljor,  and  after  vjards  it  was  worth  twenty 
JhilUngs,  novo  forty  Jhillings.  Godric  held  it  of  Alnod 
Cilt. 

The  above-mentioned  manor,  on  the  bifliop’s  dif- 
grace  about  four  years  afterwards,  was  feized  on, 
among  the  reft  of  his  pofTelTions,  and  was  granted  to 
one  of  the  family  ot  Crevequer,  of  whom  it  was  held 
by  proprietors,  wlio,  in  all  likelihood,  allunied  their 
furname  from  it. 

John  de  Benftede  held  this  manor  as  one  fourth  part 
of  a knight’s  fee,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  of 
the  barony  of  Crevequer  f at  the  latter  end  of  which 
reign,  he  alienated  it  to  Nicholas  de  Lenham,  who  at 
that  time  held  likewife  the  manor  of  Plunton,  for 
which,  in  the  41ft  year  of  it,  he  obtained  a charter  of 
free  warren,  a market  on  a Tuejday  weekly,  and  a 
yearly  fair  to  continue  five  days,  viz.  the  vigil,  the  day 
of  the  afumption  of  our  Lady,  and  three  days  afterwards. 

In  the  above  year  there  was  a fine  levied  between 
Nicholas,  prior  of  Chrift-church,  and  Nicholas  de  Len- 
ham, of  an  annual  rent  of  fix  pounds  of  this  manor  of 
Huntington.^ 

His  defeendant,  William  de  Lenham,  leaving  an 
only  daughter  and  heir  Alianor;  file  carried  botli  thefe 
manors  in  marriage  to  John  de  Gyfford,  vvh'o  paid  ai(^ 
for  them  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  and 
died  pofiefifed  of  them  in  the  zzd  year  of  the  above 
reign  ; foon  after  which  they  were  lold  by  his  heirs  to 
William,  fecond  fon  of  John  de  Clinton,  who  was  af- 
terwards knighted,  and  was  a perfon  of  eminent  wortli. 

P Rook  of  Knights  fees  in  ihe  Exchequer. 

Rcgifter  of  Chrifl:  Church,  cart.  2027, 
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He  married  Juliana,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas 
de  Leyborne,  commonly  Itilcd  from  her  great  poffef- 
fions,  the  Infanta  of  Kent ; which  was  in  great  meafure 
'the  means  of  his  future  honor  and  preferments,  ot 
which  he  had  many  conferred  on  him ; and  ftanding 
hill  high  in  the  king’s  favor,  he  was,  in  the  nth  year 
of  that  reign,  advanced  to  the  title  of  earl  of  Hun- 
tingdon." He  died  anno  28  king  Edward  III.  f.  p. 
poflelfed  of  the  manor  of  Huntington,  alias  Hunton, 
with  Bended;  Sir  John  de  Clinton,  lord  Clinton,  fon 
of  John,  his  eldeft  brother,  being  found,  by  the  inqui- 
fition  to  be  his  next  heir,  who  paid  relief  in  the  4th 
year  of  king  Henry  IV.  at  the  marriage  of  Blanch, 
that  prince’s  daughter,  for  this  manor,  with  Bended, 
and  in  the  6th  year  of  it,  he  had  poffelfion  granted  of 
his  part  of  the  lands  of  William  de  Say,  as  heir  to  him 
by  his  grandmother  Idonea ; whereupon  he  bore  the 
title  of  lord  Clinton  and  Say,  and  was  afterwards  ac- 
cordingly fummoned  to  parliament.  His  fon,  John, 
lord  Clinton,  in  the  27th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  re- 
leafed to  his  kinfman.  Sir  James  Fienes,  then  lord  Say 
and  Seal,  and  his  heirs,  the  title  of  lord  Say,  which  he 
claimed  a right  to,  and  the  arms  likewife,  by  reafon  of 
that  title. 

In  his  defeendants  this  manor  and  edate  continued 
down  to  Edward,  lord  Clinton,’ who  in  Henry  Vlllth’s 
reign,  alienated  them  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  but  his 
fon.  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  having  raifed  a rebellion 
againd  queen  Mary,  was  attainted  in  the  id  year  of  her 
reign,  by  which  all  his  edates  became  forfeited  to  the 
crown ; and  the  queen,  by  her  letters  patent,  in  her  2d 
year,  granted  this  manor,  with  Bended,  to  Sir  John 
Baker,hcr  attorney-general,  to  hold  in  capile  by  knight’s 
fervice."  In  whole  defeendants  they  continued  down  to 

’’  Dugd,  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  530  et  feq.  Rot.  Efch.  cjus  an. 

’ See  more  of  the  family  of  Clintons  under  Folkellone. 

[ Dalton’s  Reports,  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  i. 
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Sir  John  Baker,  barr.  of  Sifingluirfl:,  who  pofleflcci 
them  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  M.  he  fold  them  to 
Mr.  Clarke^  of  BougbtoiOi  who  left  the  manor  of  Hiin'- 
ton  by  his  laft  will  to  Mr.  Thomas  Turner,  of  this  pa-t 
rirb,  for  his.  life,  remainrler  to  his  own  brother,  of  whom 
Mr.  Turner,  having  purchalled  the  reveriion  of  it,  and 
dying/,  p.  gave  it  by  will  to  his  nephew  Mr.  Thomas 
Turner,  of  Hunton,  who  died  poflefledi  of  it  in  1*776, 
leaving  by  his  wife,  daughter  of  Mr.  Diirrant,  one  fon 
and  four  daughters ; of  whom  Mary  married  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Verrier  Alkin,  late  vicar  of  Lenham ; Anj-re 
married  the  Rev.  John  Ward:,  reflor  and  vicar  of 
Yakiing ; and  the  other  two  are  fengte,  which  fon  be- 
fore-mentioned is  the  prefent  Thomas  Turner,  who 
now  owns  and  refides  in  it. 

A court- baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

But  Bensted,  now  called  Bensteddle,  tlio  fcite 
of  which  at  prefent  confifts  only  of  a parcel  of  land, 
with  a ruinated  houfe  on  it,  palfed  by  fak-  from  Clarke 
to  Bartholomew,  in  which  narpe  it  defcetvded  down'  to 
Leonard  Bartholomew,  efq.  of  Oxenhoath,  who  died 
in  1757,  f.  p.  fince  which  it  is  at  length  by  his  will  in 
like  manner  as  that  feat,  become  the  property  of  Sir 
William  Geary,  bart.  who  owns  befides  a confiderabk 
eftate  in  this  parifh. 

At  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  of  this  church,  was 
once  a tomb  for  one  of  the  noble  family  of  Clinton, 
ponefTors  of  this  manor,  whofe  feat,  calletf  the  Canrt- 
kdgey  near  the  church,  has  been  long  ruinated  ; but  the 
fcite  of  it,  as  well  as  the  moat  which  furrounded  it,  are 
ftill  vifible. 

Burstqn  is  a manor  in  this  parifh,  the  name  of 
which  Kilbiirne  fays,  was  antiently  alias  Rur- 

nceHtmey  alias  Burregicejiuue  ; however  that  may  be,  it 
was  antiently  eminent  for  being  the  refidence  of  a fa- 
mily, which  took  their  furname  of  Burffon  from  it. 

John  de  Burfton  is  mentioned  in  the  datekfs  deeds, 
relating  to  this  family,  which,  from  the  probable  con- 
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jefture  of  the  hand  writing  are  fuppofed  to  be  of  the 
time  of  king  Henry  III.  at  which  time  there  was  land 
about  Wye  and  Crundall,  in  this  county,  which  be- 
longed to  this  family ; for  in  the  45th  year  of  the  above 
reign,  Sir  Waretius  de  Valoignes,  relealed  to  John  de 
Burfton  his  title  to  lands  in  thofe  parilhes.  In  his  de- 
fcendants  Burfton  remained  for  many  generations,  and 
it  appears,  that  they  were  efteemed  among  the  antient 
gentry  of  this  county ; for  Gervas  Clifton,  fheriff  of 
Kent  in  the  29th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  returned 
William  Burfton,  then  pofleflbrof  this  manor,  among 
thofe  who  had  a right  to  bear  the  antient  coat  armour 
of  their  anceftors,  their  arms  being  ^arterly^  argent 
and  fabkt  on  a bend  gules,  three  griffins  heads  erafed  or. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  alderman  Head, 
of  London,  refided  here,  and  made  additions  to  the 
houfe  ; but  he  feems  to  have  poflefled  it  only  for  a 
term  of  years ; for  the  fee  continued  in  the  name  of 
Burfton,  by  one  of  whom  it  was  alienated.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  to  Sir  Thomas 
Fane,  fecond  fon  of  George  Fane,  efq.  of  Badfcll,  in 
Tudeley,  who  was  afterwards  of  Burfton,  knight,  and 
w'as  lieutenant  of  Dover-caftlc.  He  died  without  fur- 
viving  iflue  in  1606. 

By  his  will  he  gave  this  manor  and  feat,  among  the 
reft  of  his  eftates,  to  Sir  George  Fane,  fecond  fon  of 
Sir  Thomas  Fane,  of  Badfell,  by  his  wife  Mary,  baro- 
nefs  le  Defpencer,  who  after  the  death  of  his  uncle  re- 
fided at  Burfton.  In  the  1 8th  year  of  king  James  I. 
he  was  chofen  to  reprefeut  this  county  in  parliament, 
and  in  the  21ft  year  of  it  kept  his  ftirievalty  at  Burfton. 
He  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon,  Thomas  Fane, 
efq.  who  was  of  Burfton,  and  taking  to  a military  life, 
became  a colonel  in  the  army.  He  died  unmarried 
here  in  1692,  and  was  buried  with  his  anceftors  in  this 
church,  having  by  his  will  given  this  manor  and  feat, 
among  the  reft  of  his  eftates,  to  Mildmay  Fane,  the  7th 
and  youngeft  fon  of  Vere  Fane,  earl  of  Weftmoreland, 

then 
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then  but  two  years  old,  intending  by  it,  that  this  manor 
and  that  title,  fhould  never  be  poflefled  by  the  fame 
perfon.  He  afterwards  refided  at  Mereworth  caftle, 
and  died  unmarried  in  1715,  and  was  fucceeded  in  this 
manor  and  feat,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  his  eftates,  by 
Thomas,  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  his  eldeft  furviving 
brother,  who  dying  as  well  as  his  younger  and  only 
furviving  brother  John,  carl  of  Weftmoreland, /. /). 
the  latter  in  1762,  this  manor  and  feat,  together  with 
the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this  county,  are  come  by  the 
limitations  of  his  will  in  like  manner  as  Mereworth,  to 
the  right  hon.  I'homas,  lord  le  Delpencer,  the  prefent 
owner  of  them. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities. 

H UNTON  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  x.\\Q  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  a 
peculiar  of  the  archbiihop,  is  as  fuch  in  the  deanry  of 
Shoreham. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  In  it  there 
is  a monument  and  memorials  of  the  family  of  Fane, 
of  Burfton,  of  alderman  Head,  mentioned  before,  and 
for  one  of  the  family  of  Clinton,  and  there  was  in  Phi- 
lipott’s  time,  in  on6  of  the  windows  of  it,  the  effigies  of 
two  of  the  lords  Clinton,  owners  of  this  manor. 

It  is  a rectory,  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
16I.  13s.  iH.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  13s.  3id. 

His  grace  the  archbifliop  is  patron  of  this  church. 

CHURCH  OF  HUNTON. 

PATRONS, 

Or  hy  ivtiom  prefented. 

The  Atchhtjhopof  Cantcrlury  ..,x.  Tlieojihilus  Higgons,  A.  M.  fe- 

queller»d  about  1643." 

...  Latham^  ejefteci  1662.  • 
Thomas  Yardley,  1680.* 

Richard  Burton,  1691.’' 

n Walker’s  Suff.  of  Clergy,  pt.  li.  * Reg.  R off.  p.  874. 
p.  266.  Wood’s  Ath.  vol.  ii.  p.  240.  Calamy’s  Life  of  Baxter,  p.  286. 

w Ejeft*cl  by  the  Battboloniew  aft. 
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PATRONS,  RECTORS. 

The  ArclihiJIiQp  of  Canicrbunj  Qeorge  Page,  A.  M.  117131 

Sept.  8,  1728  ^ ' 

Herbert  Tester y 1728,  obt.  Sept. 
29,  1763.’^- 

fotm  Fmiely  S.  T.  P.  I7^5» 
lefigRC.d 

Beilby  For  tens  ^ S.  T.P*  17^5* 
vacated  1788.*’ 

Ft.  Hoti^Lord  George  Mmrayy  the 
prelent  retSpr. 


J Alfo  vicar  of  Mavdsn  and  preb. 
€>f  Litchfield.  Willis’s  Cath.  vol.  i. 
p.  467.  He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 

» And  vicar  of  Patricklbornc,  in 
1753,  by  difpenfation. 

a And  finecure  reftor  of  Kynsford, 
in  1763.  In  1764  reAor  of  Cbarthain 
likew.'fc  by  difpenfation,  in  1765  ; he 


rcligneJ  this  vicaracc  fopRilboffbornp 
with  Barham,  which  he  npw  holds. 

h And  prebendary  of  Peterborough, 
and  in  1767  prefepted  to  the  rvStQty 
Lambeth,  which  he  refigned  in  1777, 
on  being  confccratedbifiiop of  Chefter, 
which  he  Held  with  (bi(S  reftory,  in 
comnitndam.  Now  bifhop  of  London. 


Y A L D I N G. 


NORTH-WESTW  ARD  from  Hunton  lies  YaW- 
ing,  antiently  written  Ealdingi  which  fignifies  the  an- 
tient  meadow  or  low  ground. 

Moft  of  this  parifli  is  in  the  hundred  of  Twyford,  and 
the  reft  of  it,  viz.  the  borough  of  Rugmerhill,  i§  in 
the  antient  demefne  of  Aylesford.  That  part  of  this 
parifh,  which  holds  of  the  manor  of  Weft  Farleigh,  is 
in  the  borough  of  Weft  Farleigh,  and  the  borfholder 
thereof  ought  to  be  chofen  at  the  court  leet  there,  and 
fo  much  thereof  as  is  held  of  the  manor  of  Hunton, 
is  in  the  borough  of  Hunton,  and  the  borfliolder  thereof 
is  chofen  at  the  court  leet  there  j and  the  inhabitants 
of  neither  of  thefe  boroughs  owe  fervice  to  the  court 
holden  for  the  hundred  of  Twyford,  within  which 
hundred  they  both  are  j but  at  that  court  a conftable 
for  that  hundred  may  be  chofen  out  of  cither  of  thefe 
boroughs. 


This 
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This  parish  lying  fouthward  of  the  quarry  hills,  is 
within  the  dHlrift  of  the  Weald.  It  is  but  narrow, 
but  extends  full  four  miles  in  length  from  north  to  fouth, 
the  upper  or  northern  part  reaches  up  to  the  quarry 
hill  adjoining  to  Weft  Farleigh,  near  which  is  Yalding 
down,  on  which  is  a large  kiln  for  the  purpofe  of  burn- 
ing pic  coal  into  coke,  which  is  effedted  by  laying  the 
coal  under  earth,  and  when  fet  on  fire  quenching  the 
cinders  ; the  method  is  ufed  in  making  charcoal  from 
wood,  the  former  particularly  is  much  ufed  in  the  oafls 
for  the  drying  of  hops,  fo  profitably  encouraged  in 
this  neighbourhood.  Below  it,  near  the  river  Med- 
way, its  weftern  boundary  in  this  part,  oppofite  to  Net- 
tlefted,  Hands  the  feat  of  Sir  John  Gregory  Shaw,  bart. 
a retired,  but  not  an  ill  chofen  fituation.  It  was  for 
feveral  generations  the  refidence  of  the  family  of  Kin- 
ward,  which  from  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  was 
poffefled  of  good  eftates  in  this  parilh  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, and  bore  for  their  arms.  Azure,  on  a bend  . 
or,  three  rojes  gules,  between  three  crofs-croflets,  fitchee 
argent.  Robert  Kenward,  efq.  of  Yalding,  rcTided 
here,  and  dying  in  1720,  was  buried  with  the  reft  of 
his  family  in  this  church  ; he  left  a Ion  John,  and  fe- 
veral daughters,  of  whom  the  third,  Martha,  married 
the  late  Sir  Gregory  Page,  bart.  and  died  /.  p.  John 
Kenward,  efq.  the  fon,  died  in  1749,  leaving  by  Alicia 
his  wife,  youngeft  daughter  of  Francis  Brooke,  efq.  of 
Rochefter,  one  daughter  and  heir  Alicia,  who  carried 
this  feat  and  a confiderable  eftate  in  this  neighbourhood 
to  Sir  John  Shaw,  bart.  late  of  Eltham,  whofe  eldeft 
fon.  Sir  John  Gregory  Shaw,  bart.  is  the  prelent  owner 
of  it,  and  refides  here.*^  In  this  part  of  the  parilh  the 
land  is  kindly  both  for  corn  and  hops,  of  which  there 
are  feveral  plantations,  and  round  the  down  there  are 
fome  rich  grafs  lands,  but  further  fouthward  where  the 
parilh  extends  to  Brenchley,  Horfemonden,  and  Mar- 

^ See  Eltham,  vol.  i.  of  this  hiftory,  p.  468. 
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den,  it  is  rather  a forlorn  country,  the  land  lying  very 
low,  and  the  foil  is  exceeding  wet  and  rniry,  and  much 
of  it  very  poor,  and  greatly  fubje<5l  to  rufhes,  being  a 
ftiff  unfertile  clay  ; the  hedge  rows  are  broad  and  in- 
terfperfed  with  quantities  of  large  fpreading  oak  trees. 

The  river  Medway  flows  from  T unbridge  along  the 
weft  fide  of  the  upper  part  of  this  parifh  as  mentioned 
before,  there  are  acrofs  it  here  tw’o  bridges,  Twyford 
and  Brandt  bridge,  leading  hither  from  Watringbury, 
Nettlefted  and  Eaft  Peckham ; a fmall  ftream,  which 
comes  from  Marden,  and  is  here  called  the  Twift, 
flows  through  the  lower  part  of  this  parifli  towards 
the  weft  fide  of  it,  and  joins  the  main  river  at  Twyford 
bridge,  which  extends  over  both  of  them  ; another 
larger  ftream  being  a principal  head  of  the  Medway 
flowing  from  Style-bridge  by  Hunton  clappers,  fepa- 
rating  thefe  two  pariflies,  joins  the  main  river,  about 
a quarter  of  a mile  below  Twyford  bridge  ; on  the 
conflux  of  thefe  two  larger  ftreams  the  town  of  Yald- 
ing  is  fituated,  having  a long  narrow  ftone  bridge  of 
communication  from  one  part  of  the  town  to  the  other, 
on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  Hunton  ftream.  Leland 
who  lived  in  king  Henry  the  Vlllth.’s  reign,  calls  it  a 
a praty  townelet,  to  which  however  at  prefent  it  has  no 
pretenfions.  The  church  and  court-lodge  ftandat  the 
north  end  of  the  town.  A fair  is  held  in  it  on  VVhit- 
Monday,  and  on  Odlober  1 5,  yearly.  The  high  road 
over  Tefton  bridge,  and  through  Weft  Farleigh,  leads 
through  the  town,  and  thence  louthward  along  the  ham- 
lets of  Denover  and  Collens-ftreet  to  Marden  ; at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  the  former  is  the  borough  of  Rug- 
marhill,  efteemed  to  be  within  the  antient  demefne  of 
Aylesford,  belonging  to  Mrs.  Milner. 

Adjoining  the  town  fouthward  is  Yalding  lees,  over 
which  there  is  another  high  road,  which  leads  from 
Twyford  bridge,  parallel  with  the  other  before-men- 
tioned, along  the  hamlet  of  Lodingford,  and  thence 
through  the  lower  part  of  thisparilh  towards  Brenchley, 

near 
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near  the  boundaries  of  which  in  this  parifli  is  an  eftatc 
(till  called  which  appears  in  king  Edward  Il’s 

reign  to  have  been  part  of  the  defneine  lands  of  the 
manor  of  Yalding,  for  he  then  confirmed  to  the  priory 
of  T unbridge  a rent  charge  to  be  received  out  of  the 
afiferts  of  the  old  and  new  lands  of  the  late  Richard  de 
Clare,  in  Dennemannelbrooke,  which  he  had  given  to 
it  on  its  foundation  ; lower  down,  clofe  to  the  ftream  of 
the  Twill,  is  the  manor  houfe  ofBockingfold,  the  lands 
of  which  extend  acrofs  the  river  into  Brenchley  and 
Horfemonden  and  other  parifhes. 

A third  high  road  over  Brandt  bridge  pafles  along 
the  weftern  bounds  of  this  pariib,  over  Betfurn-green 
towards  Lamberhurft  and  Sulfex. 

A new  commifiion  of  fewers  under  the  great  feal, 
was  not  many  years  ago  obtained  to  fcour  and  cleanfe 
that  branch  of  the  river  Medway,  or  if  I may  fo  call  it, 
theTalding  rwer  fromGoldwell  in  Great  Chart,  through 
Smarden,  Hunton,  and  other  intermediate  parilhes  to 
its  jundlion  with  the  Rain  river,  at  a place  called  Stick- 
mouth,  a little  below  the  town  of  Yalding. 

The  commifiioners  for  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Medway,  about  twenty  years  ago,  made  a navigable 
cut  or  canal,  from  a place  in  the  river  called  Hampfted, 
where  they  judicioully  conftruded  a lock  to  a place  in 
the  river  near  Twyford  bridge,  where  they  eredled  a 
tumbling  bay  for  the  water,  when  at  a certain  height, 
to  pafs  over.  The  contrivance  of  this  cut  from  one 
bend  or  angle  of  the  river  to  the  other,  is  of  the 
greateft  utility  to  the  navigation,  by  not  only  Ihorten- 
ing  the  paflage,  but  by  baying  up  a convenient  depth 
of  water,  which  they  could  not  have  had  along  the  lees, 
and  other  adjoining  low  lands  on  each  fide  of  chat  part 
of  the  river,  which  is  avoided  by  it,  or  at  lead  not 
without  a very  great  expence. 

At  the  river  here  the  barges  are  loaded  with  timber, 
great  guns,  bullets,  &c.  for  Chatham  and  Sheernefs 
docks,  London,  and  ocher  parts,  and  bring  back  coals, 

and 
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and  other  commodities  for  the  fupply  of  the  neighbour- 
ing country. 

In  1757  a large* eel  was  caught  in  the  river  here, 
which  meafiired  five  feet  nine  inches  in  length,  and 
eighteen  inches  in  girt,  and  weighed  upwards  of  forty 
pounds. 

The  manor  of  Yalding,  or  Raiding.,  as  it  was 
ufually  written,  was,  after  the  conquelt,  part  of  the  pof- 
fellions  of  the  eminent  family  of  Clare,  who  became 
afterwards  carls  of  Gloucefter  and  Hertford,**  the  an- 
celfor  of  whom,  Richard  Fitz  Gilbert,  came  into  Eng- 
land with  William  the  Conqueror,  and  gave  him  great 
affiftance  in  the  memorable  battle  of  Haftings,  and  in 
refpeeff;  of  his  near  alliance  in  blood  to  the  king,  he  was 
advanced  to  great  honor,  and  had  large  pofTeffions  be- 
llowed upon  him,  both  in  Normandy  and  England  ; 
among  the  latter  was  this  eftate  of  Yalding,  as  appears 
from  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  taken  in  the  15th  year 
of  the  Conqueror’s  reign,  in  which  it  is  thus  entered, 
under  the  title  of  Terra  Ricardi  F.  Gijlebti : 

Richard  de  lonehridge  holds  Ealdinges,  and  Aldret 
held  it  of  king  Edward,  and  then  and  now  it  was  taxed 
at  two  fulings.  The  arable  land  is  Jixteen  carucates. 
^here  are  two  churches  (viz.  T aiding  and  Brenchley) 
and  fifteen  fervants,  and  tzvo  ‘mills  of  twenty-five  fhil- 
Ungs,  and  four  ffheries  of  one  tboufand  and  feven  hundred 
eels,  all  but  twenty.  There  are  five  acres  of  pajiure, 
and  wood  for  the  pannage  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  hogs. 

In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confefor,  and  after^ 
wards,  it  was  worth  thirty  pounds,  now  twenty  pounds, 
on  account  of  the  lands  lying  wafie  to  that  amount. 

The  above-mentioned  Richard  Fitz  Gilbert,  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  Conqueror’s  reign,  was  ufually  called 
Richard  de  Tonebridge,  from  his  polTeffions  and  refi- 
dence  there,  and  his  defeendants  took  the  name  of 
Clare,  for  the  like  reafon  of  their  pofTeffing  that  honor. 

* See  a more  ample  account  of  ihetn  under  Tunbridge. 

His 
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His  (kifcendant,  Gilbca-t,  fon  of  Richard  de  Clare,  carl 
erf  Gloucefbcr  and  Hertford,  'Owned  it  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  III.  and  in  the  21ft  year  of  Edward  1.  he 
daitned  before  tl)e  iuftices  itinerant,  and  was  allowed 
all  the  privileges  of  a manor. 

Gilbert  de  Clare,  earl  of  Gloiiccfter  and  Hertford, 
his  Ion,  by  Joane,  of  Acres,  king  Edward  I.’s  daughter, 
foccoeded  to  k,  and  dyng  in  the  yth  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward n.  without  furviiving  ifliie,  his  three  lifters  became 
■his  coheirs,  and  on  the  partition  of  their  inheritance, 
this  manor,  among  others  in  this  county,  was  allotted 
to  M-argaret,  the  fecond  filter,  then  wife  of  Hugh  de 
Audley,  junior,  who  in  the  12'th  year  of  Edward  II. 
obtained  for  his  manor  of  Ealding,  a market  to  be  held 
here  weekly,  and  -a  fair  to  continue  three  days  yearly, 
viz.  the  vigils  the  day  of  the  feaji  of  St.  Peter  and  Si. 
Poid^  and  the  day  fiihfequent  to  it.  He  died  in  the  1 rft 
year  of  it,  holding  this  manor.,  which  he  held  for  his 
life,  by  the  Jaw  of  England,  of  the  king  in  capite.  He 
left  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Margaret,  then  the  wife 
of  Ralph  Stafford,  who  in  her  right  became  poffelfed 
of  the  manor  of  Y aiding,  and  was  a man  greatly  efteemed 
by  king  Edward  HI.  who  .among  other  marks  of  his 
favor,  in  his  24th  year,  advanced  him  to  the  title  of 
■earl  of  Stafford. 

After  which  it  continued  in  his  defeendants  down  to 
his  great  grandfon,  EJumphry  Stafford,  who  was  created 
duke  of  Buckingham  anno  23  Henry  VI.  whofe  grand- 
lon  Henry,  duke  of  Buckingham,  .having  put  himlelf 
in  arms  againft  king  Richard,  in  favor  of  Henry,  earl 
of  Richmond,  and  being  deferred  by  his  army,  had 
concealed  himfelf  in  the  houfe  of  one  Ralph  Banifter, 
who  had  been  his  fervant,  who  on  the  icing’s  procla- 
mation of  a reward  of  loool.  or  rool.  per -annum,  for 
the  difeovering  of  the  duke,  betrayed  him,  and  he  w'as 
without  either  arraignment  or  judgment,  beiieadcd  at 
Salilbury. 


In 
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In  reward  for  this  fervice,  the  king  immediately  after- 
wards granted  this  manor  to  the  before-mentioned 
Ralph  Banifter,  to  hold  by  knight’s  fervice.  But  on 
the  death  of  king  Richard,  and  the  acceflion  of  the 
carl  of  Richmond  to  the  crown,  this  manor  returned 
to  Edward,  duke  of  Buckingham,  eldeft  fon  and  heir  of 
the  above-mentioned  duke,  who  in  the  13th  year  of 
the  next  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  being  accufed  of 
confpiring  the  king’s  death,  was  found  guilty,  and  be- 
headed on  Tower-hill  that  year.  He  was  afterwards 
attainted  by  parliament,  and  though  his  fon  Henry  was 
reftored  in  blood  by  another  aft,  yet  it  did  not  extend 
to  his  honors  and  lands.  So  that  the  manor  of  Yald- 
ing  becoming  thus  forfeited  to  the  crown,  the  king 
granted  it  that  year  to  Charles  Somerfet,  earl  of  Wor- 
cefter,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knight’s  fervice.*  He  was 
the  natural  fon  of  Henry,  duke  of  Somerfet,  and  being 
a perfon  of  great  parts,  was  much  favored  both  by  king 
Henry  VII.  and  VIII.  and  arrived  at  high  advancement 
both  in  honors  and  eftates.  By  reafon  of  his  marriage 
with  Elizabeth,  foie  daughter  and  heir  of  William  Her- 
bert, earl  of  Huntington,  he  bore  the  title  of  lord  Her- 
bert, of  Cherburyj  being  firfl,  made  a knight  banneret, 
then  knight  of  the  garter,  and  afterwards  captain  of 
the  king’s  guards,  a privy  counfellor,  and  lord  cham- 
berlain, which  office  he  continued  in  after  the  accelfion 
of  king  Henry  VIII.  who  continued  him  of  his  privy 
council,  and  conferred  feveral  important  trufts  on  him; 
and  by  reafon  of  his  noble  defcent,  and  near  alliance  to 
the  king  in  blood,  as  the  patent  imports,  he  was,  in  the 
5th  year  of  that  reign,  made  earl  of  Worcefter,  bearing 
for  his  arms,  France  and  England  quarterly^  a hordure 
gobony  argent^  and  azure  y with  a bat  toon  finijier  argent  y 
his  folemn  creation  being  performed  at  the  archbifhop’s 
palace  at  Lambeth  the  fame  day.  He  alienated  this 
manor  to  George  Nevill,  lord  Bergavenny,  whofe  fon 

* Rot.  Efch.  cjas  an.  pt.  3.  Dogd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  294. 
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Henry,  lord  Bergavenny,  dying  without  male  idue, 
this  manor,  among  other  eftates,  came  to  Edward  Ne- 
vill,  Ton  of  Sir  Edward  Nevill,  a younger  brother  of 
George,  lord  Bergavenny,  before-mentioned,*^  and  his 
eldeftfon  Edward,  lord  Bergavenny,  alienated  this  ma- 
nor to  Ifaac,  who  again  palled  it  away  by  fale  to  the 
Freers,  of  Weftmington,  in  SulTex ; from  whom  it 
was  fold,  about  the  year  1670,  to  Thomas  Brewer,  efq. 
of  Smith’s  hall,  in  Weft  Farleigh,  in  whofe  defcen- 
dants  it  continued  till  John  Brewer,  efq.  leaving  an 
only  daughter  and  heir  Jane,  who  married  John  Carney, 
efq.  and  adly,  John  Shrimpton,  efq.  both  of  whom  fhe 
furvivcd,  and  died  in  1762  without  iffue.  She  devifed 
this  manor,  among  the  reft  of  her  eftates,  to  her  kinf- 
man,  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Davis,  prebendary  of  Can- 
terbury, whofe  fon  John  Davis,  efq  in  1774,  alienated 
it  to  William  Philip  Perrin,  efq.  of  Smith’s  hall,  and 
he  immediately  afterwards  exchanged  it  for  fome  other 
lands  lying  near  his  houfe,  with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bou- 
verie,  ofTefton,  who  is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  it. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

WooDFOLDE  is  a manor  in  this  parilh,  which  lies 
about  half  a mile  fouth-eaflward  from  Brandt  bridge, 
and  was  held  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  by  Ance- 
line  Quyntin,  and  the  heirs  of  Daniel  de  Lodneford, 
who  held  it  of  George  Cham,  as  he  did  of  the  earl  of 
Gloucefter.  In  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
Robert  Reickyn,  by  his  wife,  fifler  of  John  de  Lodne- 
ford, paid  refpeftive  aid  for  it.  One  of  his  defcen- 
dants  alienated  it  to  Burton,  in  whofe  family  it  conti- 
nued till  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  when  Robert  Bur- 
ton’s heirs  paffed  it  away  by  fale  to  that  branch  of  the 
family  of  Fane,  feated  at  Burfton,  in  the  adjoining  pa- 
rifh  of  Hunton.  After  which  it  continued  in  this  fa- 
mily in  like  manner  as  Burfton,  down  to  John  Fane, 

^ Coll.  Peer,  vol,  vi,  p.  505  et  feq.  See  more  of  this  family, 
under  Birling,  vol.  iv.  p,  479. 
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carl  of  Weftmoreland,  who  died  f.  p.  In  1762,  and  It 
is  now  with  that  manor,  as  well  as  Mereworth,  at  length 
by  the  limitations  in  his  will,  come  to  the  right  hon. 
Thomas,  lord  le  Defpcncer,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  manor  of  Lodingford, alias  Bermondesey^ 
lies  about  half  a mile  eaftward  from  Woodfold  manor 
laft  deferibed.  It  acquired  the  latter  of  thefe  names 
from  a family,  who  were  proprietors  of  it.  In  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  II.  Hugh  de  Bermondefey  was  the 
poflelfor  of  it,  and  his  heirs,  in  the  20th  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  paid  aid  for  it  as  the  tenth  part  of  a 
knight’s  fee,  which  he  before  held  in  Yalding  of  the 
earl  of  Gloucefter.  How  this  manor  pafled  after- 
wards, till  it  came  into  the  polTelTion  of  the  family  of 
Wood,  I have  not  found  ; but  William  Wood  was 
owner  of  it  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  and  his  defeendant,  Thomas  Wood,  alie- 
nated it  to  Fane,  from  which  name  it  paflfed  into  that 
of  Auftin,  and  continued  in  it  till  Mrs.  Auftin,  of  Lon- 
don, devifed  it  by  her  laft  will  to  Mary,  daughter  of 
Mr.  Piggott,  of  Cambridge,  who  marrying  the  Rev. 
William  Fofter,  D.  D.  he  is  in  her  right  the  prefent 
pofiefTor  of  it.  A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Jennings-court  is  a manor  which  lies  in  the  pa- 
rilhes  of  Yalding,  Nettlefted,  and  Weft  Barming,  and 
is  held  of  the  manor  of  Pipping-heath,  though  it 
feems  once  to  have  been  accounted  as  a third  part 
of  Weft  Barming  manor,  extending  into  this  parilh. 
in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  as  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned  before  in  the  defeription  of  that  ma- 
nor, it  feems  to  have  been  then  held  by  John  de  Hun- 
tingdon, how  long  it  continued  in  that  name  I do  not 
find,  but  in  the  loth  year  of  king  Henry  the  Vlth.’s 
reign,  Thomas  Knot,  of  Yalding,  died  poflefled  of  it, 
by  the  name  of  part  of  the  manor  of  Weft  Barming, 
otherwiie  called  Pimpe,  in  this  parilh  of  Yalding.  He 
feems  to  have  alienated  it  to  Thomas  Attewood,  whofe 
defeendant  John  Atwood,  died  in  the  3d  year  of  king 

Henry 
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Henry  VITI.  poffeflfedof  this  eftate,  then  called  Gen- 
nyngs,  alias  Weft  Barming,  in  this  parifh,  and  Weft 
Harming,  part  of  it  being  held  in  capite,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  after  which  it 
appears  to  have  been  given,  by  the  name  of  the  manor 
of  Jennings-courty  to  Brazen  Nofe  college,  in  Oxford, 
part  of  the  polTeftions  of  which  it  remains  at  this  time. 

In  1687  this  manor  was  held  by  leafe  from  the 
above-mentioned  college,  by  Allmott  Peers,  who  alie- 
nated his  intereft  in  it  foon  afterwards  to  John  Ken- 
ward,  efq.  of  this  parifh,  who  died  poflefled  of  it  in 
1708,  and  his  grandfon,  John  Kenward,  efq.  dying 
without  male  ifliie  in  1749,  his  daughter  Martha  car- 
ried her  intereft  in  the  leafe  of  this  manor  in  marriage 
to  Sir  John  Shaw,  bart.  of  Elcham,  whofe  grandfon. 
Sir  John  Gregory  Shaw,  bart.  is  the  prefent  leflee  of 
it.  A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Bokingfold  is  a manor  of  large  extent,  the  only 
houfc  on  which  is  fituated  juft  within  the  fouthern 
bounds  of  this  parifh,  though  the  demefnes  extended 
into  thole  of  Brenchley,  Horfemonden,  Marden,  and 
Goudhurft  j the  manfion  of  it  is  continually  mentioned 
in  records  and  antient  deeds,  as  being  within  the  former 
of  thofe  parilhes,  the  bounds  of  which  muft  therefore 
have  been  changed,  or  the  prefent  houfe  on  this  manor 
could  not  be  that  which  was  antientlyefteemed  the  man- 
fion of  it  j there  was  a free  chapel  belonging  to  it,  and 
adjoining  to  it  was  a park^  oxforeji^  of  no  fmall  extent. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Plenry  III.  this  manor  was  in 
the  polfeftion  of  the  family  of  Crevequer,  of  whom 
Hamo  de  Crevequer  died  poftefled  of  it  in  the  47th 
year  of  that  reign,  it  being  at  that  time  a member  of 
the  manor  of  Chatham,  which  he  held  of  the  king  by 
barony.®  Robert  his  grandfon,  fiding  with  the  rebel- 
lious barons,  this  manor  was  feized  on  by  the  king, 

I where  it  refted  till  king  Edward  II.  in  his  fecond  year, 

I 

[ ‘ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  N.  33.  See  Chatham,  vol.  iv.  p.  205. 
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granted  it,  together  with  the  free  chapel  of  it,  in  fee, 
to  Bartholomew  de  Badlefmere,  for  the  annual  rent  of 
twenty-five  pounds  at  his  exchequer. 

On  a quo  warranto  brought  in  the  21ft  year  of  king 
Edward  I.  this  manor  being  then  in  the  crown,  it  was 
found  that  the  colleftion  of  it  belonged  to  the  king, 
and  was  worth  about  ten  marcs  per  annum,  and  that 
Johnde  Capgrave  was  then  in  poflefiion  of  it,  of  the 
collation  of  the  prior  of  Leeds,  who  alledged  that  he 
poirelfed  the  advowfon  of  it  by  the  gift  of  Hamo  de 
Crevequer,  and  that  though  queen  Alianor  had  pre- 
fented  to  it  in  right  of  her  manor  of  Leeds,  yet  that 
after  her  death,  it  had  been  determined,  with  the  king’s 
confent,  that  it  fhould  be  reftored  to  the  prior,  and  this 
was  teltified  by  John  de  Berewick,  &c.  Notwith- 
ftanding  which,  the  king  granted  away  this  advowfon 
to  Bartholomew  de  Badlefmere  as  above-mentioned, 
who,  upon  an  exchange  made  between  the  king  and 
him,  fix  years  afterwards,  had  another  grant  made 
to  him  in  fee  of  this  manor  and  chapel,  to  hold  in  fo- 
cage,  by  the  fervice  of  paying  one  pair  of  clove  gilli- 
flowersj  by  the  hands  of  the  Iheriff,*'  and  next  year  he 
obtained  many  liberties  and  privileges  for  his  eftates  and 
free  warren,  for  his  demefne  lands  of  this  manor, 
among  others.*  But  afterwards  fiding  with  the  earl  of 
l .ancaller,  and  other  difeontented  barons,  he  was  with 
them  defeated  and  put  to  death,  and  this  manor,  among 
his  other  eftates,  was  confifeated  to  the  crown. 

W hilft  this  manor  was  in  the  crown,  the  king  in  his 
19th  year,  withdrew  to  it,  on  the  charge  of  his  inten- 
tion of  vifiting  France  for  the  performance  of  his  ho- 
mage due  for  the  duchy  of  Aquitaine,  and  during  his 
rtay  here,  Hamo  de  Hethe,  biftiop  of  Rochefter,  the 
king’s  confeflTor,  fent  him  a prefent  both  of  wine  and 
grapes,  from  his  vineyard  at  Hailing,  near  Rochefter, 

'■  Rot.  Turr.  ps.  ima.  ejus  an.  Moran t’s Effex,  vol.i.  p.  265, 
Note  A.  ‘ Rot.  Carl,  ejus  an.  N.  57. 
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and  before  he  left  it,  finding  many  perfons  had  unlaw- 
fully hunted  in  his  park  of  Bokintold,  he  commanded 
that  they  Ihould  be  indidted  for  the  trefpafies  and  irre- 
gularities they  had  committed  in  it  the  large  extent 
of  it,  and  its  wild  appearance,  covered  with  large  and 
thick  woods,  gaining  it  the  name  of  a forejly  by  which 
appellation  Twine  in  his  treatife,  de  Rebus  Albionicis^ 
mentions  it,  calling  it  the  foreji  of  Buckenwald^  near 
Tunbridge. 

After  which,  the  king  granted  it,  with  the  advowfon 
of  the  chapel,  to  Thomas  de  Camvill,  by  the  above- 
mentioned  fervice,  and  he  died  in  the  4th  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  upon  which  the  king  confirmed  it  to  Giles 
de  Badlefmere,  fon  of  Bartholomew  above  mentioned, 
as  being  of  his  inheritance,  and  confirmed  to  him  the 
grant  of  it  made  by  his  father  in  his  fecond  year.  He 
died  in  the  12th  year  of  the  fame  reign,  /.  />.  leaving 
his  four  fillers  his  coheirs,'  and  upon  the  parting  of  their 
inheritance  this  manor,  with  fifty  acres  of  wood,  be- 
longing to  it,  was  alfigned  to  Maud,  the  eldell  lifler, 
wife  of  John  de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  and  another  fifty 
acres  of  wood  belonging  to  it,  to  Margaret  the  youngeft 
filler,  married  to  John  de  Tibetot."* 

Robert  de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  grandfon  of  John 
above-mentioned,  was  the  great  favorite  of  Richard  11. 
who  created  him  duke  of  Ireland,  and  thought  no  ac- 
cumulation of  wealth  and  honors  fufficient  to  tellify  his 
great  affeflion  to  him,  but  this  prodigality  of  the 
king’s  favor  made  him  fo  haughty  and  infolent,  that  he 
was  at  length  accufed  of  treafon,  and  banilhed,  and  all 
his  pofleflions  were  confifcated,  except  his  intailed 
lands,  which  only  were  to  remain  to  his  right  heirs,"  but 
the  duke  never  became  polfelfed  of  this  manor,  which 
at  the  above  time  remained  in  the  polfelfion  of  Maud, 

Morant’a  Eflex,  vol.  i.  p.  265,  note  A. 

’ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  Jbid.  vol.  i.  p.  59,  60,  193. 

" See  more  of  the  Veres  under  Bjdleftnere. 

M 3 


the 


l66  TWYFORD  HUNDRED. 

the  widow  of  his  father  Thomas,  earl  of  Oxford,  as 
part  of  her  dower,  and  tlie  inheritance  of  it  was  pro- 
bably part  of  thole  eftates  of  the  duke,  confifeated  as 
before-mentioned,  for  foon  afterwards  this  manor  ap- 
pears to  have  been  granted  to  Thomas,  duke  of  Glou- 
cefter,  the  king’s  uncle,  who  in  the  1 7th  year  of  that 
reign  fettled  it,  being  then  held  in  capite^  on  his  new- 
founded  college  at  Plecy,  in  Elfex." 

On  the  death  of  the  countefs  of  Oxford,  in  the  14th 
year  of  king  Henry  IV.  the  mailer  and  priefts  of  the 
above  college  took  poflefiTion  of  this  manor,  and  the 
advowfon  of  the  chapel  of  it,  and  it  continued  with 
them  till  their  dilTolution  in  the  27th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  when  being  one  of  thofe  lelTer  houles, 
whofe  revenues  did  not  amount  to  two  hundred  pounds 
per  annum,  it  was  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands, 
and  was  granted,  together  with  this  manor  and  other 
premifes,  in  the  38th  year  of  that  reign,  to  John  Gate, 
or  Gates,  efq.  as  he  was  commonly  called,  gentleman 
of  the  king’s  privy  chamber,  to  hold  in  capite.  He 
was  knighted  in  the  next  reign,  and  in  the  2d  and  3d 
years  of  it  his  lands  were  dij^avelled  by  the  act  then 
paired,  but  after  king  Edward’s  death,  being  concerned 
in  advancing  lady  Jane  Grey  to  the  crown,  he  was, 
with  the  duke  of  Northumberland,  and  others  of  that 
party,  found  guilty  of  high  treafon,  and  beheaded  in 
the  ill  year  of  queen  Mary.  This  man  was  a great 
dealer  in  the  fupprelfed  religious  houfes,  the  churches 
of  which  he  never  fcrupled  to  pull  down,  to  deftroy 
their  monuments,  and  to  fell  the  plunder  of  them  to 
his  own  advantage  being  attainted,  his  lands  became 
forfeited  to  the  crown,  and  the  queen  before  the  end 
of  that  year,  granted  the  manor  of  Bockingfield,  with 
its  appurtenances,  to  Sufan  Tong,  to  hold  in  capite^ 

° SecDugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  169.  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.iii.  pt.  2, 
p.  130. 

p See  Morant,  vol.  i.  p.  474.  Weever,  p.  637. 
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and  (he  in  the  3d  year  of  the  queen’s  reign,  alienated 
it  to  Thomas  Culpepper,  efq.  of  Bedgbury,  who  was 
fherifFin  the  3d  year  of  king  Edward  VI,  his  eldeft 
Ion  Alexander  Colepeper,  in  tlie  6th  year  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  alienated  that  part  of  this  manor  which  lay 
in  Goudhurft,  under  which  parifli  a further  account  of 
it  may  be  feen,  to  Sharpeigh,  and  the  other  part  of  it., 
which  lay  in  Yalding,  Brenchley,  Marden,  and  Horf- 
monden,  to  Roger  Revell,  but  it  muft  be  obferved, 
that  the  free  chapel  of  Bockingfold,  after  Sir  John 
Gates’s  attaint,  remained  in  the  crown,  and  continued 
fo  till  queen  Elizabeth  granted  it  to  Richard  Tilden,  of 
Brenchley.^ 

That  part  of  this  manor  of  Bockingfield,  lying  in  this 
parifh,  Brenchley,  and  Horfmonden,  in  the  poUeifion 
of  Roger  Revell,  was  in  the  17th  year  of  that  reign, 
by  fine  then  levied,  conveyed  to  Benedict  Barnham, 
alderman  of  London,  who  died  in  15^8,  leaving  four 
daughters  his  coheirs, and  on  the  divifion  of  their  in- 
heritance, Bridget  the  youngeft,  married  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Soame,  intitled  her  hufband  to  this  eftate.  He 
fold  it  in  the  beginning  of  king  Charles  the  Ift.’s  reign, 
to  Mr.  George  Brown,  of  Buckland,  in  Surry,  vvho 
bore  for  his  arms.  Gules,  a griffin  pnjfant  fegreant,  and 
a chief  or,  which  was  afiigned  by  William  garter, 

to  John  Browne,  of  Brenchley,  who  married  the 
daughter  of  Richard  Tilden,  of  that  parifh  above- 
mentioned,  and  he  in  r685  conveyed  it  to  his  brother 
Ambrofe  Browne,  of  Buckland,  who  in  1693  pafied 
it  away  to  Mr.  William  Woodgate,  of  Chidingflone, 
and  his  great  grandfon  William  Woodgate,  efq.  of  So- 
merhill,  in  Tunbridge,  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  court  lodge  of  the  manor  of  Yalding,  and 
all  the  demefne  lands  belonging  to  it,  have  been  long 

Grant’s  Temp.  Eliz.  Roll  iv.  N.  42. 

^ Rot.  Elch.  ejus  an.  pt.  i.  See  more  of  the  Barnhams  under 
Boughton  Monchenfie. 
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feparated  from  the  manor  itfelf,  and  have  been  many 
years  in  the  family  of  Pluiner,  the  prefent  proprietor 
of  it  being  W illiam  Plumer,  efq,  of  Hertfordlhire,  and  ; 
M.  P.  for  that  county. 

Henhurst  is  an  eftate  in  this  parifli,  which  was 
formerly  held  by  a family  of  that  name.  In  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  II.  Gilbert  de  Henhurft  held  half  a 
knight’s  fee  in  Henhurft,  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter,  for 
which,  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  111.  Richard 
Toteftiam,  Henry  Gervas,  and  John  de  Sandherft, 
paid  refpedive  aid.  I'his  eftate  continued  in  the  name 
of  Toteftiam  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when 
Anthony 'I'oteftiam,  efq.  of  Toteftiam-hall,  in  Weft 
Farleigh,  alienated  it  to  Thomas  Chapman  ; from 
which  name  it  palTed  by  fale  to  Laurence,  and  thence 
again  to  Auguftine  Skinner,  efq.  one  of  whofe  defen- 
dants conveyed  it  to  Goulfton,  and  Francis  Goulfton, 
about  the  year  1726,  fold  it,  with  Totefham-hall  and 
other  ertates  in  thefe  parts,  having  the  authority  of  an 
a6tof  parliament  for  this  purpofe,  to  Sir  Philip  Bote- 
ler,  bart.  of  Tefton,  who  died  pofTeftTed  of  it  in  177'2, 
without  ifliie,  and  by  will  gave  it  among  his  other 
eftates  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of  Chart  Sut- 
ton, Elizabeth,  vifcountefs  dowager  Folkeftone,  and 
William  Bouverie,  earl  of  Radnor,  fince  deceafed; 
and  on  a partition  of  thefe  eftates,  this  at  Yalding  was, 
among  others,  allotted  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie, 
now  of  Tefton,  the  prefent  pofteflbr  of  it. 

Another  estate  in  this  parifh,  called  Kenzvard's 
farm^  was  formerly  in  the  pofleftion  of  the  Twifdens, 
in  whofe  pofl'efTion  it  continued  till  Sir  Thomas  Twif- 
den,  bart.  of  Bradbourn,  and  Anne  his  wife,  in  the 
reign  of  king  George  I.  con\eyed  it  to  Sir  Philip  Bo- 
teler,  bart.  of  Tefton,  who  died  f.  p.  in  1772,  fince 
which  it  has  become  by  his  will,  and  a partition  made 
jfince,  in  like  manner  as  Henherft  above-mentioned,  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of  Tefton. 

There 
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There  is  a dlftrift  in  this  pariih,  called  T^rendherfi 
Demty  which  is  within  the  manor  of  Gillingham,  near 
Rochefter. 

CHARITIES. 

William  Cleave,  citizen  and  haberdafher  of  London, 
in  the  year  1663,  founded  and  endowed  a free  fchool  in  this  pa- 
rifh,  for  teaching  the  parifhioners  of  it  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic. 

Mrs.  Alkhorne,  of  Crowhurft,  in  SufTex,  and  her  fitter 
Mrs.  BennktWardb,  ofYalding,  widow,  in  1711,  founded 
and  endowed  another  free  fchocl  here,  for  the  teaching  of  24 
poor  children,  boys  and  girls  ; the  former  to  be  taught  to  read 
the  bible,  and  each  to  have  one  given  to  theni  ; and  the  latter 
to  be  taught  reading,  knitting,  and  plain  work,  to  fit  them  for 
fervice. 

Mrs.  Julian  Kenward,  of  Yalding,  in  1619,  gave  by 
will  la  d in  this  parifh,  the  produce  to  be  diftributed  yearly, 
for  four  gowns,  fix  fliirts  and  fix  Ihifts,  to  be  given  to  the  poor 
yearly  on  a Good  Friday,  now  of  the  annual  produce  of  3I. 

Mr.  Thomas  Cleave,  citizen  and  haberdalher  of  London, 
and  Mrs.  Bennet  Warde,  of  Yalding,  in  1637,  gave  by 
deed  lands  to  the  value  of  5I.  4s.  per  annum,  for  thirteen  penny 
lo.ives,  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  this  pari  h not  receiving  alms, 
on  every  Sunday  throughout  the  year,  and  the  refidue  of  the 
money  to  be  given  to  the  poor  on  Good  Friday. 

Mrs.  Julian  Kenward,  of  this  parilh,  widow,  Thomas 
Twiffin  and  John  Twiffin,  of  Kingllon,  in  Surry, 
brewers,  in  1641,  gave  by  deed  lands  to  the  value  of  lol.  per 
annum  ; half  of  which  was  to  be  applied  to  the  fchoolrnalier  to 
teach  five  poor  children  to  read,  write,  &c.  and  the  other  half 
to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  this  parilh,  not  receiving  alms,  on 
Good  Friday  yearly,  now  of  the  annual  produdl  of  81.  los. 

Ambrose  Ward.esq^  above-mentioned,  who  died  in  1637, 
beftowed  50I.  in  land  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor  of  this  parilh 
for  ever. 

Yalding  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter  and  dcanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church,  which  is  a large  handfome  building, 
confifts  of  three  ifles  and  a large  chancel,  with  a 
fquare  tower  at  the  weft  end.  Againft  the  fouth  wall 
in  it  is  a very  antient  altar  tomb,  which  has  been  much 
defaced,  on  which  is  remaining,  Ermine y a bend  pdes. 

There 
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There  was  formerly  a brafs  plate  on  it.  On  a large 
ftone  in  the  middle  ifle,  is  a memorial  for  Robert 
Penhurft,  defcended  from  Sir  Robert  Penhurft,  of 
Penhurft,  in  Suflex,  who  died  in  i6io.  The  arms, 
on  a Ihield,  a mullet.  In  the  chancel  there  is  a 
handfome  monument  for  the  family  of  Warde,  who 
bore  for  their  arms,  Azure,  a crojs  Jlory  or,  and  one  for 
the  family  of  Kenward,  in  this  parifh.  In  the  pave- 
ment of  the  church  are  feveral  large  broad  ftones,  a 
kind  of  petrifadlion  of  the  teftaceous  kind,  dug  up  in 
the  moors  or  low  lands  in  this  parifh. 

Richard  de  Clare,  earl  of  Hertford,  gave  the  church 
of  Aldinges,  with  the  chapel  of  Brenchefley,  and  all 
their  appurtenances,  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms,  to  the 
priory  of  Tunbridge,  lately  founded  by  him. 

Gilbert  de  Glanvill,  bifhopof  Rochefter,  who  came 
to  that  fee  in  the  31ft  year  of  king  Henry  II.  con- 
firmed this  gift,  and  granted,  that  the  prior  and  canons 
fhould  poflefs  the  appropriation  of  this  church  in  pure 
and  perpetual  alms;  faving  a perpetual  vicarage  in  it, 
granted  by  his  authority,  with  the  aflent  and  prefenta- 
tion  of  the  prior  and  canons  as  follows  : 

That  the  vicar  fhould  have  the  altarage,  and  all  ob- 
ventions,  and  fmall  tithes  belonging  to  this  church, 
and  all  houfes,  which  were  within  the  court,  and  the 
land  belonging  to  the  church,  together  with  the  te- 
nants and  homages,  and  the  alder- bed,  and  the  tithes 
of  fheaves  of  Wenefmanneibroke,  and  the  tithes  of 
Longefbroke,  of  the  new  affart,  and  the  moiety  of 
meadow  belonging  to  the  church ; all  which  were 
granted  to  him,  to  hold  under  the  yearly  penfion  of  two 
fhillings,  duly  to  be  paid  to  the  prior  and  canons ; and 
that  the  vicar  fhould  fuftain  all  epifcopal  burthens  and 
cuftoms,  as  well  for  the  piior  and  canons  as  for  him- 
felf.  And  he  granted  to  the  prior  and  canons  as  part 
oif  the  appropriation,  the  tithes  of  fiieaves  of  this 
church,  excepting  the  faid  tithes  of  Wenefmannefbroke, 
and  of  Longebroke  j and  that  they  fhould  have  the 

moiety 
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moiety  of  the  meadow  belonging  to  the  church,  with 
the  filheries,  and  the  place  in  which  the  two  greater 
barns  flood,  with  the  barns  themfelvcs,  and  the  whole 
outer  court  in  which  the  flable  flood,  with  the  garden 
which  was  towards  the  eafl,  and  the  fmall  piece  of  land 
which  lay  by  the  garden,  and  the  rent  of  four-pence, 
which  ought  to  be  paid  yearly  to  the  court  of  Eyles  ■ 
forde ; relerving  to  himfelf  the' power  of  altering  the 
endowment  of  this  vicarage,  if  at  any  time  it  fhould 
feem  expedient ; faving,  neverthelefs,  all  epifeopai 
rights  to  the  biflmp  of  Rochefler,  &cc^ 

The  church  of  Yalding,  together  with  the  advowfon 
of  the  vicarage,  remained  with  the  priory  of  Tun- 
bridge, till  the  fuppreflion  of  it,  in  the  17th  year  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  when  being  one  of  thofe  fmaller 
monafleries  which  cardinal  Wolfey  had  obtained  for 
the  endowment  of  his  colleges,  it  was  furrendered  into 
his  hands,  with  all  the  pofleffions  belonging  to  it. 

After  which  the  king  granted  his  licence  to  him,  in 
his  1 8th  year,  to  appropriate  and  annex  this  church, 
among  others  of  the  cardinal’s  patronage,  to  the  dean 
and  canons  of  the  college  founded  by  him  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Oxford.  But  here  it  flaid  only  four  years, 
when  this  great  prelate  being  caflin  2ipramunire  in  1529, 
the  eflates  of  that  college  were  forfeited  to  the  king, 
and  became  part  of  the  royal  revenue. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  10th  year,  granted  the  rec- 
tory or  parfonage  of  Yalding,  and  the  advowfon  of 
the  vicarage,  for  thirty  years,  to  Mr.  John  VVarde, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  thirty  pounds,  in  whofe  pofleflion 
they  continued  till  king  James  I.  in  his  5th  year, 
granted  the  fee  of  them  to  Richard  Lyddale  and  Ed- 
ward Boflock,  at  the  like  yearly  rent,'  and  they  foon 
afterwards  alienated  them  to  Ambrofe  Warde,  gent, 
of  this  parifh,  fon  of  John  above-mentioned,  in  whole 

® Reg.  RofF.  p.  145,  1465  666. 

‘ Panic,  of  Fee-farm  Rents  tcmji,  interregni , roll  62.180. 
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defcendants  they  continued  down  till  they  came  into  the 
polTelTion  of  three  brothers,  Thomas,  of  Littlebrook, 
in  Stone  j George  and  Ambrofe,  among  whofe  defcen- 
dants they  came  afterwards  to  be  divided,  and  again 
fub-divided  in  different  fhares,  one  third  part  to  cap- 
tain Thomas  Amhurft,  of  Rochefter  ; one  third  of  a 
third  part,  and  a third  of  a fixth  part  to  Mr.  Holmes, 
of  Derby  j Mr.  Ambrofe  Ward,  of  Littlebrook,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Richard  Warde,  late  of  Oxford,  each 
alike,  and  the  remaining  fixth  part  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
John  Warde,  the  prefent  vicar  of  this  parifh,  who  fome 
years  ago  rebuilt  the  vicarage-houfe  in  a very  handfome 
manner. 

This  redlory  now  pays  a yearly  fee-farm  rent  of 
thirty  pounds  to  the  crown. 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books,  at  20I.  1 8s.  and 
the  yearly  tenths  at  2I.  is.  io|d. 

There  are  iwo  feparate  manors,  one  belonging  to 
the  rectory  or  parfonage,  and  the  other  to  the  vicarage 
of  this  church. 


CHURCH  OF  YALDING. 

PATRONS,  tAc. 


Or  by  ivliom  Jirefented, 
Prior  and  canons  of  Tunbridge  ... 


The  Crown.  

Ambrofe  Warde,  efq. 


0 Reg.  Roff.  p.  146.  He'had  been 
re£\or,  and  refigning  this  church,  be- 
came the  firft  vicar  of  it. 

« Reg.  Roflf.  p.  166. 

X Ibid.  p.  490. 


Laurence,  prefented  in  1184.“ 
William  Sibthojpe,  1 41  r . 
Nicholas  Dunlaugh,  1486.* 
Nicholas  None,  1493.* 

Robert  Cage,  1 560.’' 

Richard heefton,  in  1630. 

Oliver  North,  A.  M.  1663,  ob. 

May  1 1 , 1675.“ 

Samuel  Rhodes,  A.  M.  1700. 
John  Lyng,  A.  M.  inllit.  feb. 
13,  1706. 

s Vacant  by  deprivation.  Rymer’s 
Feed,  vol,  xv.  p.  563. 

a He  was  vicar  of  Teflon,  and  lies 
buried  in  this  church. 


PATRONS, 


Valding. 


^73 


PATRONS,  ^C.  VICARS. 

Ambrofe  Warde,  efq John  Fuller,  A.M.  inftit,  Jan, 

1738,  obt.  July  1751.* 
Daniel  Hilly  A.  M.  refigned 

, 1759-'' 

Mr.  Thomas  Warde John  Warde,  1759>  the  prefent 

vicar.‘^ 


a He  was  alfo  vicar  of  Linton.  ® Son  of  Mr.  Thomas  Warde,  the 

h Since  vicar  of  Eaft  Mailing,  and  patron, 
rcdlor  of  Addington. 


THE 

HUNDRED  OF  WACHLINGSTONE, 

AND  THE 

LOWY  OF  TUNBRIDGE. 

SOUTH-WESTWARD  from  Twyford  hundred 
lies  the  hundred  of  Wachlingftone,  with  the  liberty  of 
the  loivy  of  ’Tunbridge ^ probably  once  part  of  it, 
though  now,  and  for  along  time  paft,  a feparate jurif- 
didtion  from  it. 


THE  LOWY  OF  TUNBRIDGE, 

Or,  as  it  is  now  generally  called,  the  lewy^  adjoins 
the  hundred  of  Littlefield  towards  the  north,  and  on 
the  other  fides  is  incircled  by  the  hundred  ot  Wach- 
lingllone,  being  about  five  miles  in  length  from  north 
to  fouth,  and  about  fix  miles  in  width  from  eaft  to 
weft  The  whole  of  it  lies  within  that  diftrid:  of  the 
county,  called  the  tVeald  of  Kent. 

I It  contains  within  its  bounds  the  boroughs  of 

I,  Hadlow,  II  3-  Hilden,  and 
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The  borough  of  Hadlow  contains  part  of  the  parifh 
of  Capel,  and  part  of  the  parifh  of  Hadlow,  and  the 
churches  of  both  thole  parifhcs. 

The  borough  of  Tunbridge  Town  contains  that  town 
and  the  church  ; and  the  boroughs  of  Hilden  and 
South  contain  the  remaining  part  of  the  parifh  of 
Tunbridge. 

Each  of  thefe  boroughs  has  a conftable,  who  has 
jurifdidion  over  his  refpedlive  borough. 

The  LOWY  of  Tunbridge  is  called  in  old  Latin 
deeds,  Dijiri5ius  Leuc^e  de  Tonebridge^  and  in  the  book, 
of  Domefday,  Leuua  Ricardo:  de  Tonebriga. 

It  was  antiently  the  cuftom  in  Normandy,  to  term 
the  diftrifl  round  an  abbey,  caftle,  or  chief  manfion, 
leuca  or  leucatUy  in  Englifh,  the  lowy,  in  which  the  pof- 
fclTor  had  generally  a grant  of  feveral  peculiar  liberties, 
privileges,  and  exemptions. 

When  Richard  Fitz-Giflebert,  who  came  into  En- 
gland with  the  Conqueror,  had  poflefled  himfelf  of  the 
manor  and  caftle  of  Tunbridge,  in  exchange  with  the 
archbifhop  for  other  lands  in  Normandy,  he  procured 
a grant  of  feveral  liberties  and  exemptions  to  it,  as 
well  as  to  his  adjoining  manor  of  Hadlow,  probably 
the  fame  as  thole  he  enjoyed  with  his  pofteflions  there, 
after  the  example  of  which  he  called  this  diltri(5l  round 
his  manors  and  caftle,  the  lowy  of  Tunbridge^  by  which 
name  it  has  been  called  ever  fince. 

In  procefs  of  time  frequent  difputes  arofe  between 
the  earls  of  Gloucefter,  fucceflbrs  of  Richard  de  Tone- 
bridge  in  his  lowy,  and  the  archbifhops  of  Canterbury, 
concerning  the  extent,  limits,  and  privileges  of  it, 
which  were  adjufted  by  adlual  furveys  and  perambula- 
tions, the  firft  of  which  was  made  in  the  43d  year  of 
king  Henry  III.  by  the  king’s  command,  upon  a con- 
tention between  archbifhop  Boniface  and  Richard,  earl 
of  Gloucefter,  by  the  view  and  oaths  of  twenty-four 
men,  twelve  of  whom  were  chofen  by  the  archbifhop, 
and  the  other  twelve  by  the  carl,  to  determine  it. 

After 
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After  this,  difputes  again  arifing,  concerning  the 
bounds  of  the  lowy,  another  perambulation  was  had 
in  the  8th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  before  Stephen  de 
Fenchefter  and  Solomon  Roffe,  juRices  in  eyre,  by 
the  view  and  oaths  of  a like  inqueft.  But  the  places, 
as  well  as  the  names  of  perfons  mentioned  in  both 
thefe  perambulations,  being  obfolete,  and  now  totally 
unknown,  the  infcrtion  of  them  in  this  place  can 
give  fo  little  information  to  the  reader,  that  it  has 
been  thought  proper  to  omit  them  both  here. 

And  the  inqueft  found  further,  “ that  no  man’s 

tenants,  excepting  the  earl’s,  were  within  the  pe- 
“ rambulation  ; and  that  the  tenants  of  thearchbi- 
“ fhop  were  within  the  jurifdidtion  of  his  own  bailiff 

or  miniflers.” 

At  which  time  the  earl  of  Gloucefler  claimed 
among  others,  thefe  liberties  within  his  lowy,  viz.  a 
coroner  out  of  his  own  tenants,  or  by  their  eleiRion 
in  the  court  of  Tunbridge  ; that  his  tenants  fhould 
not  make  prefentments  before  any  juftices  in  eyre, 
either  of  affize  or  of  gaol  delivery,  but  only  when 
they  (hould  come  into  the  lowy  ; which  they  ought 
to  do  before  their  departure  out  of  Kent,  and  there 
to  hold  their  oyer  affizes,  or  gaol*  delivery  for  the 
lowy. 

That  the  miniflers  of  the  king,  or  of  the  arch- 
bifhop,  fliould  not  bear  up  their  rods  in  the  lowy, 
nor  make  any  fummons  or  diftrefles  for  any  pleas 
out  of  it. 

That  his  tenants  fliould  be  free  of  toll  over  all 
England  ; and  that  when  the  juflices  in  eyre  (heuid 
come  to  Canterbury,  the  earl’s  Reward  Riould  go  thi- 
ther with  twelve  men  of  the  lowy,  and  in  their  hear- 
ing demand  allowance  of  thefe  liberties,  and  the  iuf- 
tices  fhould  at  their  pleafure  affign  a day  to  go  to  Tun- 
bridge, before  their  departure  out  of  the  fhire. 

In  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  earl  of 
Gloucefter  claimed  the  above  liberties  within  his  lowy, 

and 
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and  Jikewife  view  of  frank-pledge,  and  affize  of  bread 
and  beer,  within  his  lands  in  the  pariQies  of  Eltham, 
Ketfon,  Mereworth,  Netelftede,  Chekefliall,  Trem- 
worth,  Hardrcfs,  Stelling,  Natyngden,  Blean,  and 
Sheldewyke,  and  that  his  tenants  in  them  fliould  be 
free  of  all  fuit  and  fervice  in  the  hundreds  of  the 
county,  and  on  a quo  warranto  in  the  21ft  year,  and 
again  in  the  29th  of  the  above  reign,  the  liberties  and 
privileges  above-mentioned,  within  the  lowy,  were  al- 
lowed and  confirmed  to  him  and  his  heirs.  Hugh  de 
Audley,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  in  the  7th  year  of 
, king  Edward  III.  claimed  thele  liberties  within  their 
lowy,  and  likewife  free  warren  and  chafe,  and  to  hold 
pleas  of  withernam,  and  that  the  tenants  of  the  lowy 
fliould  be  free  of  all  toll,  paflage,  murage,  pontage, 
contributions  to  the  repair  of  highways,  &c.  through- 
out England. 

Tliefe  liberties  and  privileges  feem  to  have  been  at 
firft  extended  to  the  earl’s  tenants  in  different  parts 
of  this  county,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  lowy,  which 
from  thence  feem  to  have  been  accounted  as  within 
the  bounds  of  it ; of  which  there  are  feveral  examples 
in  the  book  of  Domefday,  in  which  Ricardus  de 
Tonebridge  is  laid  to  have  held  lands  in  fua  Leuga, 
that  is,  within  his  lowy,  as  may  be  obferved  in  dif- 
ferent places  throughout  this  hiftory. 

, All  the  above-mentioned  liberties,  even  within 
the  diftrid:  of  the  lowy,  have  been  difufed  time 
out  of  mind  ; nor  has  there  been  a bailiff  appointed 
for  it  within  memory  : fo  that  now  it  falls  in  with 
the  like  jurildidion  as  other  places  in  this  county, 
which,  not  being  in  any  hundred,  appoint  their  own 
conftables. 
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hadlow. 


177 


H A D L O W. 

The  borough  of  Hadlow,  within  the  of 
Tunbridge,  contains  the  parijh  of  Hadlow^  with  the 
church,  except  a fmall  diliria:  of  the  northern  part 
of  it,  which  is  in  the  hundred  of  Littlefield.  ^ 

The  parish  of  Hadlow  is  of  large  extent,  join- 
ing to  Weft  Peckham  northward,  and  to  the  river 
Medway,  its  boundary  fouthward  ; to  the  weft  it  ex- 
tends to  the  Northfrith  woods  and  the  parilh  ot  1 un- 
brido-e.  It  is  far  from  being  a pleafant  fituation,  being 
aflat  low  country,  much  covered  with  large  and 
fpreading  oaks,  and  broad  hedge  rows  ; the  foil  is  m 
general  a ftiff  clay,  much  of  which  is  very  fwampy 
and  wet  ; towards  the  upper  part  of  the  parilh  it  is 
but  poor,  being  very  panny,  and  in  fome  places  in- 
clining to  gravel ; lower  down  it  is  much  more  fertile, 
and  bears  good  corn,  and  is  kindly  for  hops,  of  which 
there  are  many  plantations,  which  have  much  m' 
creafed  of  late  years.  Near  the  river  the  grafs  lands 
are  very  rich,  and  capable  of  fatting  beafts  of  a large 
fize.  The  rivulet  called  the  Sheet,  which  flows  from 
Plaxtool  by  Oxenhoath,  crofles  this  parilh,  joining 
the  river  Medway,  a little  above  Brandt  bridge,  near 
which  at  Hartlake  bridge,  at  the  eaft  end  of  this  pa- 
rilh, is  what  is  here  called  a ^0//,  being  an  in- 

genious contrivance  to  pen  up  the  water  to  a certain 
height,  by  which  means  it  is  capable  of  being  e ou 
in  dry  feafons,  to  flow  over  and  moiften  the.adjoining 
meadows,  which  is  at  that  time  of  thegreateft  advan- 
tage to  them.  The  high  road  from  Maidftoi^ 
through  Mereworth  to  Tunbridge,  crolTes  this  parilh 
over  Hadlow  common,  at  the  northern  boundaj  of 
it,  whence  it  goes  through  the  town  or  village  of  Had- 
low, between  which  and  the  river  is  Filh-hall  and 
VOL.  V. 
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Hadlow-place,  and  more  eaftward  the  frrfalJ  hamlets 
of  Goldwell-green,  Barnes,  and  Mill-ftreet. 

On  the  bank  of  the  Medway,  at  the  weft  end  of 
the  parilh,  is  a wharf  and  landing  place,  called  Had-  i 
low-ftairs,  for*  the  lading  and  unlading  of  timber,  coals  | 

and  other  merchandize. 

A fair  is  yearly  held  in  Hadlow  town  on  Whit- 
Monday. 

It  appears  from  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  that 
this  place  was  part  of  thofe  vaft  pofleflions  with  which 
William  the  Conqueror  enriched  his  half-brother 
Odo,  bilhop  of  Baieux,  whom  he  afterwards  made  earl 
ol  Kent,  under  the  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus  en- 
tered there. 

Richard  de  'tonebrid^e  holds  of  the  bifhop  (of  Baieux) 
Hajiow.  It  zvas  taxed  at  fix  fulings,  Ihe  arable  land 
is  tzvelve  cariicates.  In  demefie  there  are  three.,  and 
forty-feven  villeins,  zx>ith  fifteen  borderers,  having  fifteen 
carucates.  . I'here  is  a church  and  ten  fervants,  and  tzvo 
mills  of  eleven  fhillings,  and  twelve  fijheries  of  feven 
fhillings  and  fix-pence,  and  twelve  acres  of  meadow. 
IVood  for  the  pannage  of  fixty  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king 
Edward  the  Confefor,  and  afterwards,  and  now,  it  was 
and  is  zvorth  thirty  pounds,  Eddeva  held  it  of  king 
Edward 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  die  feignory  of 
this  manor  was  claimed  by  the  archbilhop  of  Canter- 
Dury,  and  an  agreement  was  entered  into  in  the  42d 
year  of  it,  between  archbifhop  Boniface  and  Richard 
de  Clare,  earl  of  Gloucefterand  Hertford,  concerning 
the  cufloms  and  fervices  which  the  archbilhop  re- 
quired of  the  earl,  on  account  of  the  tenements 
which  the  latter  held  of  him  in  Tunebregge,  Hanlo, 
&c.  that  is,  the  manors  of  Tunebregge  and  Hanlo, 
together  with  the  whole  low'y  of  Tonebregge,  whence 
the  archbifhop  required  of  the  eatl  that  he  Ihould  do 
him  homage,  the  fervice  of  four  knights  fees,  and  fuit 
to  his  court  at  Canterbury,  and  that  he  fliould  be 

the 
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the  hi^h  fteward  of  him  and  his  fucceffors,  at  thier 
great  teaft,  whenever  it  fliould  happen  that  the  arch- 
bilhop  fliould  be  inthroned. 

The  above-mentioned  Richard  de  Clare,  earl  of 
Gloucefter  and  Hertford,  dying  at  Efchemerfield,  in 
this  county,  in  the  46th  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  III,  anno  1261.  Gilbert,  earl  of  Gloucefter 
and  Hertford,  his  fon,  fucceeded  him  in  this  manor, 
and  whofe  fon  of  the  fame  name,  earl  of  Gloucefter 
and  Hertford,  dying  in  the  7th  year  of  Edward  II, 
anno  1313,  without  furviving  ifllie,  his  three  fifters 
became  his  coheirs/  Upon  which  the  manor  of  Had- 
low, with  the  adjoining  manor  and  caftle  of  Tun- 
bridge, and  others  in  thefe  parts,  feem  to  have  been 
allotted  to  the  lhare  of  Margaret,  the  fecond  fifter, 
wife  of  Hugh  de  Audley,  who  in  her  right  became 
pofTefted  of  this  manor,  and  in  the  i ith  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  was,  in  refpeft  of  this  marriage,  in  par- 
liament created  earl  of  Gloucefter. 

Margaret,  countefs  of  Cornwall  and  Gloucefter, 
died  in  the  i6th  year  of  that  reign,  and  her  hufband, 
earl  Hugh,  outliving  her  about  five  years,  died  then 
pofTefled  of  this  manor  by  courtefy  of  the  realm,  and 
leaving  by  her  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Margaret,  then 
the  wife  of  Ralph  Stafford,  lord  Stafford.  He  before 
the  end  of  that  year  obtained  a fpecial  poffeflion  of 
all  the  lands  of  her  inheritance,  and  among  them  of 
this  manor,  and  in  his  defendants,  earls  of  Stafford, 
and  afterwards,  by  creation,  dukes  of  Buckingham, 
of  high  eftimation  for  the  great  offices  of  ftate  which 
they  held  in  the  different  reigns  in  which  they  lived. 
This  manor  continued  down  to  Edward,  duke  of 
Buckingham,  who  in  the  13th  year  of  Henry  VIJT. 
being  accufed  of  confpiring  the  king’s  death,  was 
found  guilty,  and  beheaded  that  year  ; and  although 

'*  See  more  of  the  family  of  Clare,  as  well  as  the  fucceeding 
pofleflbrs  of  this  manor  under  Tunbridge,  hereafter. 
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there  vvbs  an  adt  palTecl  for  his  attainder,  yet  another 
adt  palled  like  wife  for  the  reftitution  in  blood  of 
Henry  hiseldeft  fon,  but  not  to  his  honors  and  lands, 
which  remained  forfeited  to  the  crown,  and  the  king 
in  his  1 6th  year,  granted  the  manors  of  Hadlow  and 
Northfrith,  and  feveral  melfuages,  tenements,  parks, 
&c.  in  the  pariflies  of  Hadlow,  Shipborne,  and  Tun- 
bridge, late  belonging  to  Edward,  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, attainted,  to  Sir  Henry  Guildford,  comptroller 
of  his  houlhold,  to  hold  by  knight’s  fervice. 

Sir  Henry  Guildford  had  greatly  lignalized  himfelf 
by  his  valour  again fl  the  Moors  in  Spain,  and  being 
tirfl  knighted,  afterwards  created  a knight  banneret, 
and  made  mailer  of  the  horfe.  In  the  17th  year  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  he  was  made  one  of  the  chamber- 
lains of  the  exchequer,  and  next  year  was  elected  a 
knight  of  the  garter,  being  only  thirty-nine  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  election.' 

On  his  death  in  the  23d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
this  manor  feems  to  have  reverted  to  the  crown,  where 
it  remained  till  king  Edward  VI.  in  his  4th  year, 
granted  the  manor  and  park  of  Hadlow  to  John  Dud- 
ley, earl  of  Warwick,  w'ho  was  afterwards  created 
duke  of  Northumberland,  and  he  by  indenture,  in 
the  7th  year  of  that  reign,  inrolled  in  the  Augmenta- 
tion-office, fold  this  manor,  among  other  premifes, 
to  the  king,  in  exchange  for  lands  in  feveral  other 
counties. 

The  manor  of  Hadlow  remained  in  the  crown  till 
theaccelTion  of  queen  Elizabeth,  who  in  her  ill  year 
granted  it,  together  with  the  park  called  Northfryth, 
to  her  kinfman,  Henry  Carey,  lord  Hunfdon,  to  hold 
in  capite\  and  he  feems  to  have  given  it  before  his  death 
to  his  eldell  fon.  Sir  George  Carey,  who  poffefled  it. 

* See  more  of  the  Guildfords  under  Benenden. 

^ See  Augtn.  off.  box  C.  17.  See  more  of  the  duke  of  Nor- 
thumberland under  Knoll,  in  Sevenoke,  vol.  hi.  p.  68, 
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in  the  25th  year  of  tliat  reign,  and  on  his  father’s  death 
in  the  38th  year  of  it,  fiicceeded  to  the  title  of  lord 
Hunfdon.  He  died  in  the  ift  year  of  king  James  I. 
without  male  iflue,  upon  which  this  manor  came  to 
his  next  brother  John,  who  fucceeded  him  likcwife  as 
lord  Hunfdon,  and  died  in  the  1 5th  year  of  James  I. 
and  his  eldeft  fon  Henry,  lord  Hunldon,  foon  after- 
wards conveyed  this  manor  by  fale  to  James Faircloth, 
M.  D.  of  London,  who  alienated  it  to  George  Ri- 
vers, efq.  of  this  parilh,  fecond  fon  of  Sir  George  Ri- 
vers, of  Chafford,  in  this  county,  whofe  fon  Edward 
Rivers,  efq.  was  of  Fifhall,  in  this  parilh,  and  dying 
pofTetTed  of  this  manor  in  1660,  was  buried  near  his 
father  in  this  church.  His  fucceffbr  alienated  it  in 
the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  to  Jeffry  Amherft,  gent, 
and  he  in  the  year  1699  fold  it  to  Mr.  John  France, 
who  dying  without  male  itfue,  his  two  daughters, 
Mary  and  Elizabeth,  became  his  coheirs  ; the  eldeft 
of  whom  married  Walter  Barton,  gent,  and  the 
youngeft  George  Swayne,  gent.  On  his  death,  the 
former  by  fetilement  fucceeded  to  this  manor,  as  did 
his  fon  Mr.  John  Barton,  (by  the  entail  in  the  fame 
fettlement,  on  his  father’s  deceafe)  and  his  fon  Wal- 
• ter  who  has  fince  taken  the  name  of  May,  is  the 
prefent  proprietor  of  it. 

This  manor  holds  a court  leet  and  court  baron, 
which  feems  to  be  entirely  independent  of  the  court 
leet  of  the  manor  of  Tunbridge,  for  in  1739  a con- 
ftable  of  Tunbridge  was  cholen  at  the  court  leet  of 
that  manor,  and  as  fuch  claimed  iurifdiftion  over  the 
parifh  of  Hadlow ; but  on  a trial  had  on  a fuit  con- 
cerning it,  at  the  Lent  affizes  for  this  county  in  1761, 
it  was  proved,  that  the  courts  leet  of  Tunbridge  and 
Hadlow  had  no  connexion  with  each  other,  and  a 
verdidl  was  found  accordingly. 

Hadlow-place  is  a feat  and  eftate  in  this  parifh, 
which,  in  all  probability,  gave  both  name  and  refidence 
to  a family  of  no  fmall  note  in  antient  time, 

N 3 John 


iSl  LOWY  OF  TUNBRIDGE. 

John  de  Hadloe,  a del'cendant  of  Nicholas  de 
Hadloe,  was  among  thofe  gentlemen  of  this  county, 
who  attended  king  Edward  I.  in  his  expedition  into 
Scotland,  in  the  28th  year  of  his  reign,  and  for  his  re- 
markable fervice  there,  at  the  fiege  of  Carlaverock, 
was  made  knight  banneret  by  that  prince.  The  Had- 
lows  bore  for  their  arms,  three  crefcentSy  to  which  was 
afterwards  added, crofs-crojlets^  in  token  of  fome 
exploit  or  expedition  againft  the  Saracens  in  the  holy 
land  ; a ulual  mark  of  honor  in  thofe  times.  This 
addition  was  mod  likely  granted  to  Nicholas  de  Had- 
loe, who  is  in  the  lift  of  thofe  Kentilh  gentlemen, 
who  were  with  king  Richard  I.  at  the  fiege  of  Aeon, 
in  Paleftine. 

How  long  Hadlow-place  remained  in  the  above- 
mentioned  family  Ido  not  find;  but  moft  likely  till 
it  was  alienated  to  that  of  Vane,  alias  Fane.  Henry 
Fane,  the  eldeft  fon  of  John  Fane,  efq.  of  Tunbridge, 
was  pofiefled  of  it  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII. 
and  was  flieriff'  in  the  23d  year  of  it.®  He  died  in  the 
30th  year  of  king  Henry  VlII.  anno  1538,  leaving 
no  iflue  by  Alice  his  wife,  fifter  of  John  Fiflier,  gent, 
of  thisparilh.  By  his  will  he  gave  this  manor-place, 
in  which  he  then  dw^elt,  with  all  his  lands  in  Hadloe 
and  Capel,  to  his  kinfman  Ralph  Fane,  fon  of  Henry, 
his  father’s  youngeft  brother,  in  tail  male,  remainder 
to  each  of  the  fons  of  his  youngeft  brother,  John 
Fane,  fucceffively  in  like  tail.*’ 

Ralph  Fane  was  afterwards  knighted  at  the  fiege  of 
Bulleyn  in  1544,  and  for  his  gallant  behaviour  at  the 
battle  of  Mullelborough,  in  the  ift  year  of  king 
Edward  VI.  was  made  a knight  banneret ; but  in  the 
6th  year  of  that  reign,  being  found  guilty  of  high 
treafon,  he  was  executed.  He  died  without  iflue, 
and  Hadlow-place,  with  the  adjoining  lands,  by  virtue 

® See  more  of  this  branch,  under  Mereworth,  vol.  v.  p.  75. 

’’  Collins’s  Peerage,  vol.  ii.  p.  260  ei  fe^. 
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of  the  above  entail,  came  to  Henry  Fane,  the  eldeft 
fon  of  John  Fane,  decealed,  the  j'oungeft  brother  of 
Henry,  of  Hadlow,  before-mentionecT,  who  was  of 
Hadlow-place  j being  concerned  in  Sir  Thomas 
Wyatt’s  infurreAion,  he  was  attainted,  but  the  queen 
pardoned  him  on  account  of  his  youth,  and  his 
eftates  were  reftored  to  him  ; his  fon  Henry,  wrote 
hlmfelf,  as  his  anceftors  had  formerly  done.  Vane, 
which  his  pofterity  have  continued  to  do  ever  fince. 
He  removed  his  refidence  to  Raby-caftle,  in  the  bi- 
ihopric  of  Durham,  and  was  afterwards  knighted, 
from  which  time  he  adted  a confpicuous  part  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  was  greatly  favored  by  king  Charles  I.‘ 
But  in  the  year  1642,  the  king  being  offended  at  his 
forwardnefs  in  the  profecution  of  the  earl  of  Strafford, 
he  was  removed  from  his  place  of  fecretary  of  ftate, 
and  from  the  privy  council,  and  became  one  of  the 
moft  malicious  of  the  king’s  enemies,  foon  after  W'hole 
death  he  alienated  this  feat,  whth  the  eftate  belonging 
to  it  in  this  parifh,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Petley,  of  Fillfon, 
in  Shoreham,  who  at  his  death  gave  it  to  his  Ion, 
Ralph  Petley,  by  hisfecond  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Ralph  Cam,  of  London,  and  he  removed  from 
Shoreham  to  Riverhead,  in  Sevenoke,  where  he  af- 
terwards refided,  and  in  his  defeendants  refident  there 
this  eftate  continued  dowm  in  like  manner  with  that 
feat  to  Ralph  Robert  Carter  Petley,  efq.  who  died  in 
1788,  leaving  his  wife,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Petley  fur- 
viving,  who  is  the  prefent  pofl'effor  of  this  eftate. 

Fromans,  alias  Goodwis,  is  a manor  in  this 
parilli,  which  was  formerly  called,  more  properly, 
Fromonds^  from  a family  of  that  name,  once  poflef- 
fors  of  it. 

Simon  Fromond  was  owner  of  it  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  III.  in  the  43d  year  of  which  he  was 

* See  Shipborne  for  a further  account  of  this  branch  ofVane. 

“ See  Riverhead,  in  Sevenoke,  vol.  iii.  p.  96, 

N ^ chofen 


184  LOWY  OF  TUNBRIDGE, 

chofen  one  of  the  twelve  jurats  on  the  part  of  the 
earl  of  Glouceftcr,  to  determine  the  bounds  of  the 
lowy,  in  a difpute  between  him  and  the  archbifliop. 
His  fucceflbr  in  it  was  Peter  Fromund,  whofe  houfe 
is  mentioned  in  a perambulation  of  the  lowy,  taken  in 
the  8th  year  of  king  Edw'ard  I.  being  juft  within  the 
boundary  of  that  diftrid. 

In  the  above-mentioned  family  this  manor  conti- 
nued till  Richard  Fromond  fold  it  to  one  of  the  fa- 
rnily  of  Colepeper,  in  whofe  defcendants  it  continued 
till  Richard  Colepeper,  of  Oxenhoath,  about  the  time 
of  king  Edward  IV.  paffed  it  away  by  fale  to  John 
Fromond,  a defcendant  of  the  before-mentioned  Ri- 
chard Fromund,  by  one  of  whofe  fucceffors  it  was 
alienated  to  Vane,  alias  Fane,  in  which  family  it  con- 
tinued down,  in  like  manner  as  Hadlow  place  above- 
mentioned,  to  Henr}^  Fane,  efq.  of  Fladiow-place, 
who  died  in  the  ii<\  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  pof- 
feffed  of  this  manor  of  Goodins,  alias  Fromins,  then 
held  of  the  manor  of  Hadlow  by  knight’s  fervice. 

His  grandlon  Sir  Henry  re-aflumed  the  original 
name  of  his  family,  calling  himfelfVane,of  whom  men- 
tion has  been  made  under  Hadlow-place,  on  his  re- 
rnoving  to  his  leat  at  Raby-caftle,  in  the  north.  He 
alienated  this  manor,  with  the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this 
parifh,  foon  after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Petley,  of  Filfton,  in  Shoreham,  from  whom 
it  defcended,  in  like  manner  as  Hadlow-place  above- 
defcribed,  to  Ralph  Robert  Carter  Petley,  efq.  of 
Riverhead,  who  died  in  1788,  leaving  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Petley  lurviying,  who  is  the  prefent  pof- 
feffor  of  it. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Crombury,  alias  East  Crombury,  is  another 
manor  in  Hadlow,  which  in  antient  time  was  called 
Crancheberiy  and  afterwards  Crongeheriy  as  appears  in 
the  archives  of  the  church  of  Rochefter. 
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This  place  wasfoon  after  the  conqueft  in  the  pof- 
fefiion  of  William,  Ton  of  William  de  Horfmundenne, 
who  gave  the  tenths  of  it  to  the  monks  of  St.  An- 
drew’s priory,  in  Rocheitcr,  (for  which  a compofition 
of  five  Ihillingsa  year  was  agreed  to)  at  which  time  it 
was  accounted  an  appurtenance  to  the  manor  of  Me- 
reworth.*  It  afterwards  came  into  the  pofiefiion  of 
the  family  of  that  name  ; John  de  Mereworth,  in  the 
20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  paid  aid  for  the  manor 
of  Mereworth  with  Crongebury,  held  of  the  earl  of 
Gloucefter  as  one  knight’s  fee. 

From  this  name  it  palled  into  that  of  Fromund,  in 
which  it  ftaid  till  Thomas  Fromund  alienated  it  to 
John  Godwin,  one  of  whole  fucceflbrs  fold  it  to  Peck- 
ham,  and  Katherine  Peckham  died  pofl'efl'ed  of  it  in 
the  7th  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  then  holding  it  of 
the  duke  of  Buckingham,  as  did  her  fon,  Thomas 
Peckham,  gent,  in  the  9 th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
holding  it  by  knight’s  fervice,  as  appears  by  the  in- 
quifitions  taken  after  their  refpeftive  deaths;  his  fon, 
Thomas  Peckham,  foon  afterwards  palled  it  away  to 
the  family  of  Vane,  alias  Fane,  in  which  it  continued 
down,  in  like  manner  as  Hadlow-place,  &c.  to  Sir 
Henry  Vane,  for  fo  he  fpelt  his  name,  who,  as  his 
anceftors  had  before,  became  a man  of  great  note  in 
public  affairs. 

He  removed  from  this  parilli  to  his  feat  of  Raby- 
caftle,  in  the  north,  and  loon  after  the  death  of  king 
Charles  1.  alienated  this  manor,  with  the  reft  of  his 
eftates  in  this  parifh,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Petley,  of  Fil- 
fton,  in  Shoreham,  from  whom  it  defeended,  in  like 
manner  as  Hadlow-place  and  F’romunds  above  dc- 
feribed,  to  Ralph  Robert  Carter  Petley,  efq.  of  Ri- 
verhead,  who  died  in  1788,  leaving  his  wife  Mrs.  Eli- 
zabeth Petley  furviving,  who  now  polfefi'es  it. 

There  is  a court  baron  held  for  this  manor. 

Text.  RofF.  p.  178.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  382. 
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Caustons  is  a manor  in  this  parifh,  which  had 
formerly  owners  of  that  name.  In  the  8th  year  of 
king  Edward  II.  the  heirs  of  Hugh  de  Caullon  and 
William  Frankly n held  the  eigth  part  of  a knight’s 
fee  in  Hadlow,  of  the  honor  of  Clare. 

This  manor  continued  in  the  name  of  Cauflon,  till 
Hugh  Caullon  alienated  it  to  one  of  the  family  of 
Walton,  of  Addington,  in  which  it  remained  till 
William  Watton,  efq.  of  Addington,  about  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  IV.  fold  it  to  Thomas  Peckham, 
owner  likewile  of  the  manor  of  Crombery  laft  de* 
fcribed,  in  whole  delcendants  it  continued  till  Thomas 
Peckham,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
palled  it  away,  with  the  reft  of  his  eilatcs  in  this  pa- 
rifl),  to  the  family  of  Vane,  alias  Fane,  in  which  it 
continued  down,  in  like  manner  as  Hadlow- place, 
&c.  to  Sir  tienry  Vane,  for  fo  he  wrote  himfelf,  as 
all  his  pofterity  have  done  fince,  who  became  a man 
of  much  eminence  in  public  affairs.  Soon  after  the 
death  of  king  Charles  I.  he  paffed  away  this  manor  by 
fale  to  Maynard,  of  Mayfield,  in  Sulfex,  in  which 
name  it  remained  in  the  reign  ot  king  Charles  II.  after 
which  it  had  fome  intermediate  owners,  and  was  then 
fold  to  Mr.  John  Kipping,  in  which  name  and  family 
it  ftill  continues.  Mr.  Thomas  Kipping,  being  at 
this  time  the  pofleflbr  of  it. 

Goldwell,  alias  Coldwell,  is  an  eftate  in 
this  parifh,  which  was  antiently  in  the  poffeftion  of 
a family  of  fome  rank,  named  Beald,  from  whence 
it  paffed  into  that  of  Fromund,  who  were  confi- 
derable  owners  in  this  parifh,  as  has  been  already 
related,  in  whom  it  continued  fome  time,  and 
then  John  Fromund  alienated  it  to  one  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Colepeper,'"  in  which  it  continued  till  Sir 
Richard  Colepeper,  of  Oxenhoath,  dying  in  the  2d 
year  of  the  reign  of  king  Richard  III.  without  male 

” Philipoit,  p.  175.  See  Oxenhoath  in  Weft  Peckham. 
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ilTue,  his  three  daughters  became  his  coheirs,  and  on 
the  divifion  of  their  inheritance,  this  eiiate  of  Gold- 
well  was  allotted  to  Margaret  the  eldeft,  married  to 
William  Cotton,  efq.  afterwards  of  Oxenhoath,  and 
his  grandion,  Robert  Cotton,  efq.  of  Hadlow,  alie- 
nated it  to  John  Chowne,  gent,  of  Fairlane,  whole 
great -grandfon,  Sir  George  Chowne,  of  Fairlane,  in- 
tending to  confine  his  polfelTions  within  SufFex,  fold 
it,  after  the  death  of  king  Charles  1.  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Barton,  gent,  whole  daughter  Alice  married  John 
Keriel,  elq.  whole  grandion  John  Keriel,  paffed  it 
away  bylaleto  Mr.  William  Heath,  on  whole  death 
w'ithout  ilfiie,  it  came  to  his  fitter,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Burges,  of  Wetterham,  whole  only  fon,  Robert  Bur- 
ges, efq.  of  Hall-place,  in  Lyghe,  lately  died  poflelicd 
of  it. 

Peckhams  is  a manor  in  thisparilh,  which  took 
its  name  from  a family  which  once  poflefled  it. 

John  de  Peckham,  in  the  8th  year  of  Edward  II. 
held  this  manor  of  the  honor  of  Clare  by  knight’s  fer- 
vice,  and  in  his  defeendants  it  continued  till  it  was 
alienated  to  Colepeper,  in  which  name  it  ttaid  till  the 
death  of  Sir  Richard  Colepeper,  without  male  iliue, 
when  on  the  divifion  of  the  inheritance  of  his  three 
daughters  and  coheirs,  this  manor  was  alloted  to 
Margaret  the  eldett,  married  to  William  Cotton,  efq. 
afterwards  of  Oxenhoath,  whofe  grandfon,  Robert 
Cotton,  efq.  of  Hadlow,  alienated  it  to  Ferrers.  In 
the  6th  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  dame  Conttantia 
Ferrers  died  poflefled  of  this  manor,  holding  it  by 
knights  fervice,  and  her  fon  Edward  Ferrers  alienated 
it  to  Leigh,  whofe  defeendant  Mr.  John  Leigh  pafled 
it  away  by  fale  to  George  Rivers,  efq.  of  this  parifh, 
and  his  grandfon,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II. 
fold  it  to  a family  of  the  name  of  Dalling,  one  of 
W'hom,  Mr.  John  Dalling,  of  Wetterham,  died  pof- 
fefled  of  it  about  1 750,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and 
heir,  married  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Chilw^ell,  then  of  Tun- 
bridge, 
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bridge,  but  afterwards  of  London,  who  is  the  prefent 
proprietor  of  this  manor. 

Fish-hall  is  a feat  here,  which  was  formerly  the 
refidence  of  John  de  Filher,  fo  called  from  his  being 
inverted  by  Gilbert  de  Clare,  earl  of  Gloucefter,  lord 
of  the  lowy  of  Tunbridge,  with  the  privilege  of  fifliing 
freely  and  without  controul  within  his  jurifdiction. 
The  name  of  Fiflier  continued  in  his  pofterity,  one 
of  whom,  John  Fiflier,  poffeffed  this  feat,  and  refided 
here  in  the  reign  of  king  Flenry  Vill.  in  the  35th 
year  of  which,  he  had  a leafe  from  the  king,  of  the 
fcite  of  the  manor  of  Hadlow,  as  he  had  foon  after- 
wards of  all  the  rivers,  fiflieries,  and  ponds  within  it. 
He  alienated  this  feat  to  the  family  of  Fane,  alias 
Vane,  from  one  of  whom  it  pafled  by  fale  into  that  of 
Rivers,  of  Chafford. 

George  Rivers,  fecond  fon  of  Sir  George  Rivers,  of 
Chafford,  refided  at  Filb-hall,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
his  fon  Edward,  who  likewife  refided  here,  and  pof- 
fefTed  it  at  his  death  in  1660.  His  fuccelfor  alienated 
it  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  to  Jeffry  Amhurft, 
gent,  and  he  fold  it  to  John  France,  who  left  two 
daughters,  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  his  coheirs  ; the  el- 
deft  of  whom  married  Walter  Barton,  gent,  and  the 
youngeft,  George  Swayne,  gent,  to  the  latter  of  whom 
he  by  his  will  gave  this  feat,  and  his  fon,  Mr.  Thomas 
Swayne,  fold  it  to  Mr.  John  Porter,  of  this  parifh, 
who  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Barnes-place  is  a confiderable  eftate  in  this  pa- 
rifh, which  lately  belonged  to  Sir  John  Van  Hatton, 
who  in  1768  palled  it  away  by  fale  to  Sarah,  lady  vif- 
countefs  Falkland,  Hie  died  poffefled  of  it  in  1776, 
and  by  her  will  devifed  it  for  life  to  her  hufband,  Lu- 
cius Carey,  vifcoimt  Falkland,  and  the  remainder  in 
fee  to  Francis  Motley  Auften,  efq.  now  of  Sevenoke, 
who  has  fince  purchafed  lord  Falkland’s  intereft  in  it, 
and  is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  it. 
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Robert  White  gave  by  will  in  1619,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor  of  this  parilh,  lool.  vefted  in  the  parifli  officers,  and 
now  of  the  annual  produce  of  81. 

John  Wells,  by  will  in  1697,  gave  for  the  likepurpofe, 
a fum  of  money  veiled  in  like  manner,  and  now  of  the  annual 
produce  of  il. 

The  number  of  poor  receiving  relief  are  about  100. 

Hadlow  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rocheller,  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church,  w'hich  ftands  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
town,  in  Hadlow  borough,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary. 
It  Is  a fmall  building  with  a low  pointed  fteeple  at  the 
weft  end.  There  is  a monument  in  it  for  Sir  John 
Rivers  and  his  lady.  It  was  part  of  the  pofleffions  of 
the  knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem,  commonly 
called  the  knights  hofpitallers,  Co  early  as  the  reign  of 
king  John  ; for  in  the  laft  year  of  it,  anno  1216,  Be- 
nedicft,  bifliop  of  Rpchefter,  at  the  prefentation  of  the 
prior  and  brethren  of  that  hofpital,  admitted  and  in- 
ftituted  Adam  de  Fontibus  to  this  church,  faving  to 
the  prior  and  brethren  theantient  penfionoftwo  (hil- 
lings yearly  paid  to  them  from  it ; and  the  right  like- 
wife  of  the  church  of  Rochefter  in  all  matters,  and 
the  right  of  thofe  who  were  accuftomed  to  take  tithes 
in  this  parilh,  feparated  from  the  mother  church. 

Thomas  de  Inglethorpe,  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  in 
1287,  appropriated  this  church,  then  vacant,  and  of 
the  patronage  of  the  prior  and  brethren,  to  them  and 
their  houfe,  for  ever  j referving  a competent  vicarage 
in  it,  which  he  decreed  fliould  confift  of  all  the  fmall 
tithes,  oblations,  obventions,  and  all  other  matters  be- 
longing to  the  altarage,  excepting  the  tithe  of  the  hay 
of  the  parifli ; and  he  decreed,  that  the  vicar  fiiould 
have  one  acre  of  land,  where  he  might  conveniently 
build  a houfe,  and  two  acres  of  meadow,  fit  to  be 
mowed,  of  the  demefne  of  the  church  j and  that  he 

fliould 
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fliould  ruftalii  the  ordinary  burthens  of  the  church, , 
viz.  the  procurations  of  the  archdeacon,  and  fliould 
pay  yearly  to  the  redor  of  the  church  of  Adintone,  ^ 
eighteen  pence,  which  the  redor  of  the  church  of  ' 
Hadlo  ufed  to  pay  to  it,  time  out  of  mind  ; and  that 
the  prior  and  brethren  fhould  pay  to  the  prior  and 
convent  of  Rochefter  five  fliillings  yearly,  as  had  been 
accuflomed  to  be  paid  to  them  from  this  church  from 
antient  time. 

On  the  eftablifhment  of  the  preceptory  in  the  ad- 
joining parilb  of  Weft  Peckham  by  thofe  knights, 
this  church  was  allotted  as  an  appendage  to  it  ; ini 
which  ftate  it  continued  till  the  general  diftblution 
of  their  hofpital  in  the  32d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
when  that  order  was  fupprefl'ed  by  an  ad  Ipecially 
pafled  for  the  purpofe,  and  all  their  lands  and  reve--i 
nues  given  by  it  to  the  king.  At  which  time  the  par- 
fonage  or  redory  of  Hadlow,  appears  to  have  been  i, 
efteemed  a manor. 

King  Edward  VI.  July  1 6,  in  his  firft  year,  granted  l! 
the  redory  and  advowfon  of  Hadlow,  to  Sir  Ralph 
Fane,  and  lady  Elizabeth  Fane  his  wife,  to  hold  in 
capite  by  knights  fervice."  On  Sir  Ralph  Fane’s!) 
death,  lady  Elizabeth  Fane,  his  widow,  became  pof--i 
fefied  of  it,  and  foon  afterwards  alienated  one  part  ofti 
it,  by  the  defcription  of  the  manor  of  the  redory  offl 
Hadlow,  together  with  all  houfes,  glebes,  tithes,  and 
other  appurtenances,  lying  in  Hadlow-ward  in  this 
parilh,  to  Thomas  Roydon,  efq.  of  Eaft  Peckham, 
whofe  daughter  and  coheir  Elizabeth,  married Wil- -i 
liam  Twyfdcn,  of  Chelmington,  who  became  in  herri 
right  pofieffed  of  this  manor  and  redoiY^ ; and  his^ 
defcendant.  Sir  William  Jarvis  Twyfden,  bart.  lately, 
fold  it  to  Mr.  Walter  Barton,  who  is  the  prefentpof- 

" Rot.  Efch.  ejiis  an.  p.  6.  Roll  of  Panic.  A wg.  off.  box  F.8. 
Ibid.  Inroltn. 
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feflbr  of  this  tithery,  with  the  manor  and  appurte- 
nances belonging  to  it. 

The  other  two  parts  of  the  redory  of  Hadlovv,  con- 
fifting  of  the  tithes  of  this  parilli,  in  the  titlie  wards  of 
Goldwell,  alias  Coldweld  and  Stair,  as  well  as  the  ad- 
vowfon,  rcmaine^i  (after  the  above-mentioned  aliena- 
tion to  Roydon)  in  the  pofleffion  of  lady  Eliz.  Fane, 
who  in  the  ift  and  id  year  of  king  Philip  and  queen 
Mary,  alienated  the  remainder  of  the  patfonao-e  of 
Hadlow  to  Henry  Fiflier,  and  lie,  in  the  hrft  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth  pafied  it  away  to  Richard  Smithe, 

^ t alienated  it  to  John  Rivers  ; his  fon. 

Sir  George  Rivers,  poliefled  this  parfonage,  as  well 
as  theadvGwfon  of  the  church,  winch  feems  to  have 
paffed  with  it  from  lady  Fane,  and  hiseldefl  fon,  John 
Rivers,  efq.  was  created  a baronet,  and  in  the  lift 
year  of  king  James  I.  procured  an  ad  of  parliament  to 
dijgflvdl  as  w’cll  his  lands  as  thole  of  Sir  George  Ri- 
vers, his  father,  and  to  fettle  the  inheritance  of^them 
upon  himfelf  and  his  heirs  by  dame  Dorothy  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Potter,  efq.  of  Wefterham.  His 
grand  Ion  and  heir.  Sir  Thomas  Rivers,  bart.  fon  of 
James  Rivers,  efq.  who  died  in  his  life  time,  in  16^7 
conveyed  that  part  of  this  parfonage,  which  confifted 
of  the  tithes  arifing  within  the  ward  of  Stayer,  to  Ed- 
W'ard  Rivers,  efq.  fon  of  George  Rivers,  efq.  of  this 
parifh,  next  brother  to  Sir  John  Rivers,  created  a ba- 
ronet as  above-mentioned,  and  he  died  poffefted  of  it 
in  1660,  and  was  buried  in  this  church.  His  fon, 
George  Rivers,  efq.  pofteffed  it  near  feventy  years^ 
and  then  dying,  by  will  gave  it  to  his  god-fon,  Georcre 
Rivers,  efq.  of  the  Inner  Temple,  w7io  in  17^7, 
ferving  to  himfelf  a life  eftate  in  this  tithery,  loki  the 
reverfion  of  it  to  Stephen  Hervey,  efq,  of  London, 
and  hefoon  after  Mr.  Rivers’s  death,  in  1777.  con- 
veyed the  fee  of  it  to  Mr,  Robert  Simmons,  of  Had- 
low, who  gave  it  by  will  to  his  nephew  Mr.  William 
Simmons,  the  prefent  pofteflbr  of  this  part  of  the  nar- 
fonage  of  Hadlow.  ^ 
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The  remaining  part  of  the  parfonage  of  Hadlow,  j 
confifting  of  the  tithe  within  Goldwell,  cornmonly  I 
called  Colweld-ward,  pali'ed  afterwards  into  the  po  - | 
feffion  of  Wm.  Lea,  gent,  of  Hadlow,  whofe  grand-  « 
daughter,  Mrs.  Eliz  Leavens,  of  Hadlow,  in  1701, 
conveyed  it  to  Mr.  John  Weekley,  of  Town  Mailing, 
who  in  173  8 gave  it  by  will  to  his  brother,  Mr.  George  ; 
Weekley,  late  of  Ware,  in  Hertfordlhire,  on  whole 
death  in  1777  it  defcended  to  his  only  daughter  and 
heir,  Mifs  Jane  Weekley,  fmce  whofe  death  this 
tithery  has  been  fold  by  her  devilees  to  Mr.  T.homas 
Swayne,  of  Tunbridge,  the  prefent  poffelTor  of  it. 

The  advowson  of  the  vicarage  of  Hadlow  feems 
to  have  continued  in  the  Rivers  family,  till  the  death 
of  Sir  George  Rivers,  in  1734,  when,  on  difputes 
arifing  concerning  the  devife  of  his  eftates,  they  were 
put  into  chancery,  and  after  feveral  decrees  and  pro- 
cels  at  law,  this  advowfon,  among  his  other  eftates, 
was  in  1743  ordered  by  the  court  to  be  fold,“  and  it 
was  accordingly  conveyed  to  the  Rev.  Arthur  Spender, 
vicar  of  this  pariQi,  who  died  in  1750,  and  his  ion 
Arthur,  dying  unmarried,  it  came  to  his  brother,  Mr. 
John  Spender,  of  Northamptonfhire,  who  told  it 
not  long  fmce  to  Mr.  Monypenny,  who  is  the  pre- 
fen t patron  of  it.  ^ , J L 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  13k  Rud  the 
yearly  tenths  at  il.  6s. 

The  income  of  this  vicarage  greatly  depends  on  the 
hop-plantations  in  thisparifh,  which  have  been  fome 
years  fo  advantageous  as  to  increafe  the  -income  of  it 
to  240L  per  annum. 

In  1608  the  communicants  in  this  pariQi  were  in 
number  three  hundred  and  feventy-fix. 

^ SeeChafFord,  vol.  iii.of  this  hiftory,  p.  zjz. 
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PATRONS, 

Or  by  ’whom  /trefented. 

Prior  and  brethren  of  the  hojpital 
if  St,  John  of  Jerufalem 


^fr.  James  Berdmere. 


RECTORS. 

Adam  de  Fontibus^  anno  I2l6.‘‘ 

VICARS. 

John  Stobe.’^ 

John  Starkey,  A.  M.  1596/ 

Grimes,  1642.’ 

Rany,  obt.  1696. 

Brooks. 

George  Oli-vei',  obt,  1718. 

Richards,  1720. 

Arthur  Spender,  A M.  1750. 
William  Fitzherbert,  obt.  1797.* 


SufF.  of  the  Clergy,  part  ii.  p.  252. 

t In  1756  a difpenfation  palfed  for 
his  holding  Hornden  on  the  Hill,  in 
Eflex,  with  this  vicarage.  He  wasallb 
fub-dean  of  St.  Paul’s,  and  a priell  of 
his  majefty’s  chapel  royal. 

C A P E L. 

SOUTHWARD  from  Hadlow  lies  Capel, -fo 
called  from  the  church  of  it  having  been  always 
efleemed  as  a chapel  only,  as  it  is  at  this  time,  to  the 
church  of  Tudeley  adjoining  ; though  as  to  its  civil 
jurifdiftion  it  has  always  been  a diftin(51;  parifli  of  it- 
felf.  Part  of  it  is  in  the  hundred  of  Wachlingftone, 
but  the  greateft  part  of  it,  together  with  the  church, 
is  within  the  lowy  of  Tunbridge. 

This  little  parish  is  fituated  oppofite  to  Had- 
low, on  the  other  or  fouthern  fide  of  the  river  Med- 
way, about  a mile  from  it)  it  lies  obfeurely  in  a 
woody  country,  and  is  but  little  known  or  frequented, 
the  furface  of  it  is  very  low  and  flat  j except  in  the 
middle  of  it,  where  there  is  a fmall  rife,  on  which  the 
church  (lands ; here  the  foil  is  (and  Hone,  but  in 
VOL.  V.  o the 


P Reg.  Roff.  p.  381, 
q He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
r He  was  vicar  in  1626,  MSS. 
Twyfderi; 

» He  was  fcquellered,  and  living 
till  the  reftoration,  had  afterwards  the 
vicarage  of  Eali  Peckham.  Walker’s 


194  LOWY  OF  TUNBRIDGE, 

the  reft  of  the  parilh  it  is  a deep  miry  clay,  the  hedge  | 
vows  broad,  and  filled  with  large  and  fpreading  oaks, 
which  makes  it  exceeding  gloomy.  Jt  is  a wet  place, 
full  of  ponds,  and  watered  befides  by  two  I'mall 
ftreams,  on  the  eaft  and  weft  fides  of  the  parifli, 
which  runs  from  hence  into  the  Medway  ; towards 
the  fouth  it  joins  to  the  Southfrith  woods  and  the  pa- 
ii(h  of  Pembury. 

The  manor  and  borough  of  Hadlow,  in  Tunbridge, 
claim  over  that  part  of  this  parifli  which  is  within  the 
lowy,  which  is  here  called  the  borough  of  Hadlow  i 
Cape  I. 

Tatlingbury  is  a manor  in  this  parifii,  which  as 
appears  by  the  Book  of  Knights  Fees,  taken  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  I.  was  part  of  the  pofleffionsof 
the  prior  and  convent  of  Tunbridge,  with  which  it 
was  furrendered  up  in  king  Henry  Vlllth.’s  reign, 
and  was  given  by  the  king  in  his  17th  year,  towards 
the  endowment  of  cardinal  Wolfey’s  college,  founded  : 
by  him  in  Oxford,"  but  that  great  prelate  being  caft 
in  ^pramunire,  four  years  afterwards,  all  the  pofleflions 
of  the  college,  which  for  want  of  time  had  not  been 
firmly  fettled  on  it,  became  forfeited  to  the  crown, 
from  whence  this  manor  was  afterwards  granted  to 
the  elder  branch  of  the  family  of  Fane,  fettled  at  Bad- 
fell,  in  the  adjoining  parifii  of  Tudeley,  who  became 
earls  of  Weftmoreland,  the  laft  of  whom,  John,  earl 
of  Weftmoreland,  died  J.  p.  in  1762,  fince  which  it 
has,  with  Mereworth  and  the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this 
county,  at  length  come  by  the  limitations  of  his  will, 
to  the  right  hon.  Thomas  lord  le  Defpencer,  the  pre- 
fent  owner  of  it. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities. 

■ The  number  of  poor  relieved  are  about  fifty. 

“ Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  1037.  Tan,  Mon.  prasf,  p.  xxxv, 
Ryfti.  Feed,  vol.  xiv.  p.  156. 
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Capel  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction ot  the  dioceje  of  Rochefter  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Thomas  Becket  the 
Martyr.  The  body  of  it  has  lately  been  rebuilt  of 
brick  j the  chancel  feems  very  antient.  It  has  a 
tower  at  the  weft  end,  with  a fmall  fpire  fet  on  it. 
It  has  long  been  a chapel  annexed  to  the  church  of 
Tudeley. 

The  recftory  of  Capel,  with  the  chapel  belonging  to 
it,  was  antiently  part  of  the  pofleffions  of  the  knights 
hofpitallers,  by  whom  it  was  annexed  to  thejurifdic- 
tionof  their  preceptory  of  Weft  Peckham. 

In  the  22d  year  of  king  Henry  VIl.  the  prior  and 
brethren  of  that  hofpital,  let  to  ferm  to  Sir  Thomas 
i Starkey,  chaplain,  their  chapel,  commonly  called 
' Capel,  together  with  all  tithes,  lands,  and  appurte- 
i nances,  woods  and  underwoods  only  excepted,  t6 
hold  for  his  life,  he  being  beneficed  in  it,  paying  the 
yearly  rent  of  forty  fhillings  to  the  prior,  and  duly 
ierving  either  by  himfelf,  or  by  fome  able  curate  in 
' his  ftead,  the  cure  of  the  chapel,  and  the  pariihloners 
of  it;  and  further,  that  he  Ihould  repair  and  main- 
tain the  manfion  of  it,  and  the  barn  and  little  ftable 
; belonging  to  it  in  a covering  of  ftraw,  with  other  co- 
venants therein  mentioned. 

On  the  diffolution  of  the  order  of  knights  hofpi- 
I lallers,  in  the  jad  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  by  an 
ad  fpecially  pafled  for  the  purpofe,  their  lands  and 
revenues  were  given  to  the  king,  who  that  year  de» 
mifed  this  redory  and  chapel  of  Capel,  belonging  to 
the  preceptory  or  commandry  of  Peckham,  otherwife 
called  the  Chantry  Magifirale^  together  with  the  man- 
i fion  of  it,  and  all  the  mefluages,  tithes,  lands,  &c. 
j belonging  to  It,  to  Sir  John  Baker,  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  four  pounds.  After  which,  the  fee  of  this  rcdory, 
with  the  advowfon  of  the  chapel,  leems  to  have  been 
granted  to  Sir  Ralph  Fane,  and  he,  in  the  37th  year 
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of  the  fame  reign,  alienated  it  to  Thomas  Stone,  of 
Hadlow,  yeoman. 

How  it  pafl'ed  back  again  into  the  fame  family  of 
Fane,  I do  not  find;  but  it  was  for  fome  length  of 
time,  together  with  the  aboye-mendoned  manor  of 
Tatlingbury,  poircfTed  by  the  elder  branch  of  it,  earls  of 
Weftmoreland,  the  lafl  of  whom,  John,  earl  of  Wcft- 
moreland,  died  f.  p.  in  1762,  fince  which  it  has,  by 
his  will,  in  like  manner  with  the  reft  of  his  eftates  in 
this  county,  at  length  defcended  to  the  right  hon. 
Thomas,  lord  Ic  Delpencer,  the  prefen  t owner  of  it. 

The  vicars  of  Tudeley  ferve  the  cure  of  thisparilh 
and  chapelry,  united  to  that  church  as  before-menr 
tioned. 

It  is  not  in  charge  in  the  king’s  books. 


TUNBRIDGE. 

TFdE  next  parKh  north- weftward  from  Capel  is 
that  of  Tunbridge,  written  in  Saxon,  Tunbryege,  or 
the  town  of  Bridges.  In  Domefday,  and  in  the  Tex- 
tus  it  is  written  Tonebriga,  and  is  fup- 

pofed  to  take  its  name  from  the  feveral  bridges  which 
are  built  over  the  five  ft  reams  of  the  river  Medway,  as 
they  pafs  through  this  town. 

The  parish  of  Tunbridge  is  verj'  large,  extend- 
ing fix  miles  in  length  from  north  tofouth,  and  about 
fix  in  breadth ; its  circumference  is  fuppofed  to  be 
about  twelve  miles,  though  the  bounds  of  it  have  not 
been  perambulated  for  many  years.  From  its  great 
extent,  the  fituation,  as  well  as  the  foil,  is  very  dif- 
ferent in  the  feveral  parts  of  it ; it  lies  in  general  very 
low  and  moift,  owing  to  the  different  ftreams  of  the 
Medway,  which  flow  through  it,  and  at  times  inun- 
date it  to  a confiderable  extent.  From  the  nature  of 
its  foil  it  is  extremely  kindly  for  oak  timber,  of  which 
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there  are  numbers  of  large  fized  trees  throughout  it, 
the  whole  is  efteemed  a very  healthy  air;  the  foil  is 
in  general  a ftitf  clay,  much  of  which,  cfpecially  in 
the  grafs  lands  on  each  fide  the  river  is  very  fertile  and 
good  fatting  land,  at  the  fame  time  much  of  it  is  pro- 
du6.ive  of  good  crops  of  corn  and  hops,  of  which 
there  are  feveral  plantations.  At  the  fouth-weff  part 
of  theparifh  the  ground  rifes  to  the  quarry  hill,  where 
the  foil  becomes  a fand  covering  the  quarry  ftone 
rock,  about  a mile  beyond  which  is  the  hamlet  of 
Southborough,  at  the  extremity  of  the  parilh  that 
way.  The  north  and  fouth  parts  of  this  parifh  on  the 
eaft  fide,  are  covered  with  the  woods  of  the  north  and 
fouth  Frith,  the  former  of  which  joins  to  Weft  Peck- 
ham,  and  the  latter,  of  much  larger  fize,  being  up- 
wards of  three  miles  in  length,  and  two  in  breadth, 
extending  to  within  a very  fmall  diftance  of  Tun- 
bridge-wells,  in  Speldhurft.  On  the  northern  fide  of 
the  latter,  about  a mile  and  a half  from  the  town,  orj 
a pleafing  eminence,  is  the  manfion  of  Somethin,  Mr, 
Woodgate’s  ; the  ftate  apartment  of  this  large  and 
venerable  manfion,  is  noble  and  fpacious,  and  retains 
its  original  form,  as  well  as  much  of  its  gilding  and 
other  decorations,  and  the  whole,  by  a repair  made 
with  a proper  attention  to  the  ftyle  of  itsarchitedfure, 
might  be  rendered  a moft  magnificent  refidence. 

Along  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Frith  woods  there 
runs  a ftream,  which  comes  from  Speldhurft,  and  about 
midway  here  turns  a mill,  ufed  for  the  manufadfuring 
of  that  fort  of  gunpowder,  ufually  called  battle  gun- 
powder^ it  is  fituated  at  a place  in  it  called  Old  Forge- 
farm,  from  its  being  in  queen  Elizabeth’s  time  an 
iron  foundery,  fubjedl  to  her'ufe  and  diredtions.  In 
1763  an  adt  pafled  to  enable  the  proprietors  to  con-r 
tinue  to  work  the  mill  as  a pejile  milly  which  is  other- 
wife  prohibited  by  law. 

The  town  of  Tunbridge  is  fituated  nearly  in  the 
middle  of  the  parifh,  about  thirty  miles  from  London, 
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on  the  fides  of  the  high  road  leading  from  thence  to 
Tunbridge-wells,  and  likewife  to  Cowden,  &c,  and  to 
Rye,  in  Suflex,  to  which  places  the  road  divides  at 
the  fouth  end  of  the  town ; another  road  branches 
off  from  the  middle  of  the  town  eaftward  through 
Hadlow  to  Mereworth,  and  thence  to  Maidftone. 

The  river  Medway  crofles  the  town  near  the  fouth 
end  of  it,  in  five  ftreams,  over  which  there  are  as 
many  bridges.  The  fouthern  was  formerly  the  main 
ftream  of  the  river,  but  the  northern,  which  was  dug 
entirely  to  form  the  inner  moat  of  the  caftle,  is  now 
the  only  navigable  and  main  branch  of  it,  over  which 
there  was  built  in  1775,  foundations  of  the 

former  one,  which  was  grown  ruinous,  a new  ftone 
bridge  of  three  arches,  which  cofl  eleven  hundred 
pounds,  at  the  county’s  expence.  It  was  built  from 
a defign  of  Mr.  Milne,  but  is  calculated  more  for 
utility  than  ornament.  Juft  below'  this  bridge  there 
is  a fpacious  wharf,  on  which  a great  cjuantity  of  the 
largeft  oak  timber  which  is  brought  out  of  the  Wealds 
of  Kent  and  Suflex,  is  continually  laid,  till  it  can  be 
conveniently  wafted  down  the  river  to  the  royal  docks 
at  Chatham  and  Sheernefs,  and  elfewhere,  principally 
for  the  ufe  of  the  navy.  Above  this,  the  Medway, 
though  narrow,  is  navigable  for  fmall  boats  for  about 
a mile,  where  the  principal  channel  comes  from  Penf- 
hurft,  to  which,  by  all  appearances,  it  might  with  eafe 
be  made  navigable,  fliould  the  commiflioners,  who 
are  impowered  to  compleat  the  navigation  as  far  as 
Foreft-row,  in  Suffex,  think  it  an  object  of  im- 
portance. 

The  castle  of  Tunbridge  flood  clofe  to  the  ri- 
ver, juft  above  the  new  bridge  above-mentioned, 
at  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  prefent  town,  the 
ruins  of  it  are  venerable,  and  are  confpicuous  for 
fome  diftance  round  it,  though  there  are  at  this  time 
little  more  remaining  of  it  than  the  inner  gateway,  a 
building  flanked  by  two  large  circular  towers  of  great 
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thicknefs  and  ftrength,  a part  of  the  walls  round  the 
circuit  of  it,  and  the  high  mount  within  them  of  the 
keep  or  dungeon,  all  which  are  convincing  proofs 
that  when  in  its  profperiiy  it  was  a place  of  no  fmall 
ftrength  and  confequence ; the  walls  formerly  inclofed 
fix  acres  of  ground.  The  fortifications  feem  to  have 
confifted  of  thefe  two  fpacious  round  towers,  of  about 
feventy  feet  diameter,  communicating  with  each  other 
by  a flronghigh  wall  of  fixty  feet,  from  eaft  to  weft, 
thefe  are  united  to  the  great  keep  on  the  top  of  the 
mount,  the  bafe  of  which  is  the  circle  of  an  acre,  and 
had  a covered  way  from  it  to  the  gateway  of  the  caf- 
tle,  from  which  there  was  another  covered  way  over 
the  chapel  to  the  fouth-eaft  tower.  The  governor’s 
domeftic  apartments  were  in  the  area,  parallel  to  the 
fouth  wall,  which  overlooks  the  river,  and  unites  the 
two  towers  at  the  extremities  of  it  as  above  men- 
tioned. 

There  were  formerly  three  moats  which  incircled 
this  caftle,  the  innermoft  of  which  was  made  by  a 
new  ftream  dug  for  that  purpofe,  now  the  principal 
one  of  the  Medway,  over  which  was  a ftone  bridge, 
which  was  joined  by  a ftrong  broad  wall  of  ftone  to 
the  fouth-eaft  round  tow'cr  of  thefe  above-mentioned, 
and  kept  up  a large  head  of  w'ater  in  the  moat  which 
was  between  the  gateway  and  the  barbican^  or  w'atch 
tow'er.  1 he  other  two  moats  inclofed  the  then  town 
of  Tunbridge,  the  outermoft  of  them  had  a draw- 
bridge over  it  at  the  north  end  of  the  town.  Thele 
moats  were  capable  of  being  filled  or  emptied  at  plea- 
lure,  by  a large  wear  and  bank,  w'hich  extended  the 
fpace  of  tw’o  miles,  towards  Lyghe.'^ 

Informer  times  the  town  ol  Tunbridge  was  little 
i more  than  the  fuburbs  belonging  to  the  caftle,  and 
j being  fituated  between  the  two  outer  moats  of  it, 
partook  of  the  fame  viciflitudes  of  fortune,  as  that 


" See  Archajol.  vol.  vi,  p.  27. 
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eminent  fortrefs  di<J,  in  the  feveral  fieges  it  underwent, 
particularly  in  king  Henry  Illd.’s  reign,  Gilbert,  earl 
of  Gloucefter,  the  noble  owner  of  it,  having  aflbeiated 
with  the  rebellious  barons,  the  king  befiegcd  this 
caftle,  and  having  burnt  down  the  town,  afterwards 
took  the  caftle  in  1 264.  The  prefent  town  is  fituated 
for  the  moft  part  northward  of  the  caftle,  on  the  rife 
of  a hill.  Since  the  river  Medway  has  been  made  na- 
vigable up  to  it,  the  trade  of  it  has  been  greatly  in- 
creafed,  as  well  as  the  wealth  and  number  of  the  inha- 
bitants, there  being  at  this  time  not  lefs  than  one  hun- 
dred freeholders  refiding  in  it,  fo  that  it  is  now  in  a 
fiourilhing  ftate,  many  good  houfes  having  been  ereded 
in  it,  and  feveral  perfons  of  genteel  fortune  induced 
by  fo  healthy  and  pleafant  a fituation,  and  a well  fup- 
plied  market,  have  fixed  their  refidence  in  it,  particu- 
larly on  the  hill  at  the  north  end  of  the  town  are  two 
handfome  well-built  houfes,  one  late  the  refidence  of 
Thomas  Hooker,  efq.  late  lord  of  this  manor,  and  the 
other  of  George  Children,  efq.  the  latter  of  whom  pof- 
feftes  a goodeftate  in  this  county,  and  is  defeended  of 
a family  who  were  for  mady  generations  fettled  at  a 
houfe  called  from  them  Childrens ^ fituated  at  Lower, 
or  Nether- ftreet,  in  Hilden-borough,  in  this  parifti, 
who  bore  for  their  arms.  Or,  a faltier  engrailed  gules. 
A defeendant  of  them  was  John  Children,  efq.  who 
married  Jane,  daughter  of  Robert  Weller,  efq.  of 
Tunbridge,  by  whom  he  had  one  fon  George,  and  two 
daughters,  of  whom  Anne  was  married  to  Mr.  Ri- 
chard Davenport,  furgeon,  of  London,  and  Jane  to 
Chriftian  Albert  de  PaflTow,  a Danifti  gentleman.  He 
died  in  1772,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon, 
George  Children,  efq.  now  of  Tunbridge,  barrifter  at 
law,  who  married  Sufanna,  fince  deceafed,  the  fecond 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Jordan,  redtor  of 
Harming,  by  whom  he  has  one  fon  John  George. 

Near  the  above  houfe  of  Mr.  Children,  but  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  road,  is  the  free  grammar  fchool,  a 

well- 
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well-built  venerable  manfion,  of  which  more  will  be 
treated  of  below. 

The  town,  the  principal  ftreet  of  which  is  very 
broad  and  air5’',  is  from  its  fituation  at  the  rife  of  the 
hill,  naturally  neat  and  clean,  and  is  kept  exceedingly 
fo  under  the  care  of  two  town  wardens,  who  are  cho- 
fen  at  the  court  leet  of  the  manor  every  three  years, 
and  employ  for  that  purpofe  a yearly  rent  of  about 
thirty-two  pounds  per  annum,  arifing  from  certain 
lands,  called  the  tozvn  Imids^  lying  near  the  town,  given 
by  perfons  unknown,  many  years  ago,  for  this  ufe.  A, 
large  market  is  kept  in  it  for  cattle,  on  the  firft  Tuef- 
day  in  every  month;  and  another  market  for  meat, 
poultry,  &c.  on  a Friday  weekly.  A fair  is  held  here 
on  three  days  yearly,  on  AHi  Wednefday,  on  July  5, 
and  on  06V.  29,  for  live  cattle  and  toys. 

John  Willford,  citizen  of  London,  about  the  middle 
of  king  Henry  VIII. ’s  reign,  raifed,  at  his  own  expence, 
the  great  (tone  caufeway  at  the  end  of  the  town,  in  the 
high  road  towards  London. 

This  town  had  formerly  the  privilege  as  a borough^ 
of  fending  burgefles  to  parliament ; but  there  is  but 
one  return  to  be  found  of  its  having  fo  done,  to  the 
parliament  held  in  the  23d  year  of  king  Edward  I ’s 
reign,  at  Weftminfter ; when  John  German  aneji  John 
Martin  were  returned  for  it.*  An  account  of  the 
dreadful  ftorm,  which  happened  on  Friday,  Aug.  19, 
1763,  which  entered  this  county  at  Tunbridge- Wells, 
and  dire6ling  its  courfe  north- north  eaft,  fpread  ha- 
vock  and  defolation  wherever  it  vented  its  fury,  has 
already  been  given  under  the  defcription  of  Maidftone. 

Our  botanists  have  obferved  the  following  fcarce 
Ipecies  of  plants  growing  in  this  parifh  : 

Lichen  parvus  repens,  foliolis  anguftis  non  fqua- 
mofis,  ceranoides  ; by  Mr.  Buddie.,  near  the  tozvn  of 
‘Tunbridge. 

* Willis’s  Notitia  Pari,  p;  85. 
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Lichenoides  non  tubulofum  lamulis  fcutellis  nigris 
terminatis,  called  alfo  mufeus  coralloides  Tunbringen- 
lis  bradeolis  nigerrimis,  found  by  Mr.  Petiver,  on  the 
rocks  near  this  place. 

Marrubium  flore  albo  odoreni  fed  Janquidum  bal- 
lotes  fpirat,  folia  pallidiora  & minora  funt  j white  hore- 
hound ; fowid  in  this  parijh  by  Mr.  Dare^  apothecary  of 
London. 

Cyperus  minor  paluftris,  hirfutus  paniculis  albis  pa- 
leacis  ; obferved  by  Mr.  Du  Bois,  plentifully  near  Tun- 
bridge.^ 

Gentiana  paluftris  anguftifolia,  marfh  gentian^  or  ca~ 
lathian  violet  found  by  Dr.  pVilmer^  near  it. 

Trichomanes  Tunbrigenfe  frondibus  pinnatis,  pinhis 
oblongis  dichotomis  decurrenclbus  dentatis,  Tunbridge 
trichomanes ; found  in  the  apertures  or  chafms  of  the 
rocks  by  Mr.  Dare. 

An  account  of  the  noted  medicinal  waters,  ufually 
called  Tunbridge- Wells,  fituated  about  five  miles 
fouthward  from  the  town  of  Tunbridge,  has  already 
been  given  under  the  parifti  of  Speldhurft,  in  which 
they  are  moftly  fituated. 

Tunbridge  has  given  title  to  feveral  illuftrious 
families. 

Edward  Stafford,  the  laft  duke  of  Buckingham,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  bore,  among  his  other 
titles  inherited  from  his  anceftors,  that  of  baron  of  Tun- 
bridge but  being  convicted  of  high  treafon  in  the 
13th  year  of  that  reign,  he  was  executed,  and  an  a6t 
paired  anno  14  and  15  of  that  reign,  for  his  attainder, 
and  though  another  a6l  pafled  the  fame  year  for  the 
reftitution  of  his  fon  Henry  in  blood,  yet  it  did  not  ex- 
tend to  his  honors  and  lands. 

Richard  Burgh,  earl  of  Clanrickard,  &c.  was  by 
king  James  I.  in  his  22d  year  created  baron  of  Somer- 


Rail  Synopfis.  p.  63,  66,  239,  427. 

' Lcl.  Iiin.  vol.  V.  p.  1 1 1.  York’s  Honor,  p.  92. 
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hill,  the  name  of  the  feat  he  had  built  in  this  parifli, 
and  vifcount  Tunbridge,  and  in  the  4th  year  of  king 
Charles  f.  earl  of  St.  Albans.  He  died  in  1636,  and 
wasfuccdeded  in  titles  by  his  fon  and  heir  Ulick,  who 
was  afterwards  created  Marquis  of  Clanrickard.  He 
died  without  male  ifTue,  and  his  titles,  among  which 
was  that  of  vifcount  Tunbridge,  became  extind. 

William  Henry  dc  Zuleiften  de  Naflaw  was  in  the 
yth  year  of  king  William  III.  anno  1695,  created  ba- 
ron of  Enfield,  vifcount  Tunbridge,  and  earl  of  Roch- 
ford,  in  Eflex.  He  was  the  fon  of  Frederick  de  Naf- 
faw,  lord  of  Zuleiften,  in  Holland,  and  natural  fon  of 
Henry,  prince  of  Orange,  the  king’s  grandfather. 
The  earl  of  Rochford,  vifcount  Tunbridge,  died 
in  1708,  in  whofe  defcendants  thofe  titles  have 
continued  down  to  the  right  hon.  William  Flenry 
Naflau,  the  prefent  earl  of  Rochford  and  vifcount 
Tonbridge. 

Though  there  is  no  particular  description 
of  this  place  in  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  yet  the  polfefibr 
of  it,  Richard  de  Tonebridge,  alias  Fitz  Giflibert,  is 
frequently  mentioned  in  it,  as  is  the  diftri6t  which  he 
was  lord  of  round  about  it,  called  in  it  Leuua  Ricardi 
de  TonebrigCi  the  lowy  of  Richard  de  Tonebridge,  as 
may  be  feen  in  the  feveral  parts  of  that  record,  inferred 
in  different  parifhes  throughout  this  hlftory. 

This  Richard  was  named  Fitz  Gilbert,  as  being  the 
eldeft  fon  of  Gilbert,  earl  of  Brion,  in  Normandy,  fon 
of  Geffry,  natural  fon  of  Richard,  the  firft  duke  of 
Normandy  of  that  name. 

He  was  one  of  the  principal  perfons,  who  came  into 
England  with  the  Conqueror,  and  was  with  him  in  the 
memorable  battle  of  Haftings,  by  which  the  duke  ob- 
tained the  crown  of  this  realm,  in  reward  for  which 
fervice,  and  in  regard  of  his  near  alliance  in  blood,  he 
had  great  honors  and  large  pofTeffions,  botli  in  Nor- 
mandy and  England,  beftowed  on  him. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  Conqueror’s  reign,  he  ob- 
tained the  town  and  caftle  of  Tunbridge,  or  T'onebmge 
as  it  was  then  called,  from  the  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, in  lieu  of  the  caftle  of  Brion,  each  being  mea- 
fured  to  the  fame  extent;  and  having  fixed  his  refidence 
in  his  new  acquired  demefnes,  was  from  thence  called 
Ricliard  de  Tunbridge,  and  the  diftrift  round  about 
him,  his  lowy.  Upon  the  death  of  the  Conqueror, 
he  favored  the  title  of  Robert  Curthofe  againft  William 
Rufus,  who  befieged  him  in  his  caftle  of  Tunbridge, 
on  the  furrender  of  which  he  fubmitted,  and  fwore  al- 
legiance to  him.  From  w'hich  time  to  the  death  of 
king  Henry  I.  nothing  remarkable  occurs  relating  to 
him,  and  foon  after  that  he  was  flain  in  Wales,  and  was 
buried  at  St.  Ncots,  in  Huntingdonfhire,  being  fuc- 
ceeded  in  all  his  pofleftions  in  England  by  Gilbert  de 
Tunbridge,  his  eldeft  fon,  who  in  his  father’s  life-time, 
in  the  12th  year  of  William  Rufus,  taking  part  with 
Robert,  earl  of  Morton,  then  in  rebellion,  he  fortified 
himfelf  in  his  caftle  of  Tunbridge  in  the  earl’s  behalf  j 
but  the  king,  after  a fiege  of  two  days,  obliged  Gil- 
bert, who  was  wounded,  to  furrender  it  up.  He  died 
about  the  1 2th  year  of  king  Henry  I.  anno  1 1 1 1,  leav- 
ing four  fons,  of  whom  Gilbert,  the  fecond,  furnamed 
Strongbow,  was  by  king  Stephen,  in  his  3d  year, 
created  Earl  of  Pembroke  ; Walter,  the  third  fon, 
was  founder  of  the  abbey  of  Tintcrne,  in  Wales  ; and 
Baldwin,  the  fourth,  afifumed  the  furname  of  Clare. 

He  was  fucceeded  in  this  manor  and  caftle  by  his 
eldeft  fon  Richard,  who  alTumed  the  furname  of  Clare, 
from  his  lorddiip  of  that  name  in  Suffolk,  and  was  the 
firft  of  his  family  who  had  the  title  of  earl  of  Hertford,* 
bearing  for  his  arms,  Or,  three  chevrons  gules.  He 
founded  the  priory  of  Tunbridge,  and  was  flain  by  the 
Wclfli,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  above  reign,  leaving 
feveral  children,  of  whom  Gilbert,  the  eldeft  fon^  be- 

’ See  Carr.d.  Brit.  p.  360,  442.  Reg.  Roff.  p,  665. 
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came  his  father’s  heir,  and  had  the  title  likewife  of  earl 
of  Clare.  He  gave  the  church  of  Tonebruge  to  the 
monks  of  Lewes,  in  Sulfex,  and  dying  in  the  17th  year 
of  king  Stephen,  f.  p.  was  buried  in  the  cell  at  Clare, 
which  Gilbert  his  grandfather  had  given  to  the  monks 
of  Bee,  in  Normandy.  He  was  fucceeded  by  Roger 
his  brother,  who  likewife  bore  the  title  of  earl  of  Clare. 
In  the  9ch  year  of  king  Henry  II.  he  was  fummoned 
to  appear  at  Weftminfter,  by  archbilhop  Becket,  to  do 
him  homage  for  the  callle  of  Tunbridge,  which  heaf- 
ferted  was  held  of  him  in  right  of  his  archbilhopric  ; 
this  the  carl,  through  the  king’s  perfuafions,  refufed, 
alledging  that  he  held  it  by  military  fervice  of  the  king, 
and  not  of  the  archbilho'p,  who  upon  this  let  the  mat- 
ter drop,  without  purfuing  it  any  further.**  In  the  12th 
year  of  that  reign,  upon  levying  the  aid  for  marrying 
the  king’s  daughter,  he  certified  his  knights  fees  to  be 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine  in  different  counties.  His 
gifts  were  many  to  different  religious  houfes,  in  ma- 
nors and  lands,  and  among  others,  he  gave  to  the  monks 
of  St.  Augutfine’s,  near  Canterbury,  a ftag  every  year 
out  of  his  foreft  of  Tonebrugge  ; to  the  knights  hol- 
pitallers,  the  church  of  Tunbridge;  and  to  the  canons 
of  the  priory  of  Begeham,  in  Suffex,  in  free,  pure, 
and  perpetual  alms,  twenty-five  hogs  yearly,  in  tJie 
Ibuthern  parts  of  his  foreft  of  f 'unbridge,  free  of  ail 
pannage.  He  died  in  the  19th  year  of  Henry  II. 
leaving  one  fon  and  heir. 

Richard  de  Clare,  who  married  Amicia,  lecond 
daughter  of  William,  earl  of  Gloucefter,  and  at  length 
foie  heir  to  that  earldom,*'  by  whom  he  had  Gilbert  de 
Clare,  who  was  the  firft  who  was  earl  of  Gloucefter 
and  Hertford  jointly.  He  was  one  of  the  chief  of 
the  barons  who  put  themfelvcs  in  arms  againil  king 
John,  upon  which,  Falcatius  de  Brent,  wlio  com- 

Diigd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p 210  Rapin,  vol.  i.  p.  227. 

‘ See  concerning  him  in  Prynne,  p.  58  anU  130. 
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manded  a party  of  the  king’s  forces,  took  the  caftJe  of 
Tunbridge  from  the  earl  by  force,  and  kept  it  for  the 
king’s  life,  till  peace  was  eftablilhed  between  them, 
which  was  not  till  the  beginning  of  the  next  reign  of 
king  Henry  111. 

Richard,  his  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded  him  as  his  heir, 
and  being  then  a minor,  the  giiardianfhip  of  his  lands 
and  honors,  was  committed  to  flubert  de  Burgh, 
juftice  of  England,  and  among  them  the  caftle  of 
Tunbridge. 

Richard,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  complained  of 
tliis  to  the  king,  alledging  its  being  a fief  of  the  arch- 
bilhopric ; to  which  the  king  replied,  that  the  ward- 
Ihip  of  the  young  earl  of  right  belonged  to  him  ; and 
therefore  it  was  his  prerogative  to  difpofe  of  it  to  his 
jufticiary,  during  the  heir’s  minority ; this  anfwer  not 
fatisfying  the  archbifhop,  he  immediately  departed  to 
carry  his  complaints  to  Rome,  where  he  obtained  a 
bull  from  the  pope,  authorizing  him  to  take  poflefilon 
of  this  caftle,  during  the  earl’s  nonage.  But  he  reaped 
no  benefit  from  this  ; for  be  died  on  his  journey  home 
in  1234,  being  fucceeded  in  the  fee  of  Canterbury  by 
St.  Edmund,  to  whom  the  king  is  faid  to  have  granted 
the  cuftody  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  caftle  and  ho- 
nor of  Tonebregge  and  Bradefted,  till  the  earl  fhould 
be  of  age.  Perhaps  this  grant  might  be  made  two 
years  afterwards,**  at  the  time  this  archbiftiop  married 
the  king  to  his  queen  Eleanor. 

In  the  29th  year  of  that  reign,  on  the  aid  for  mar- 
rying the  king’s  daughter,  the  earl  paid  for  three  hun- 
dred and  four  knights  fees  and  an  half,  which  he  held 
be  Tides  thofe  in  Kent,  which  were  twelve  and  an  half, 
and  in  the  34th  year  of  it,  the  earl  of  Gloucefter  was 
prelent,  with  a noble  attendance,  attbefolemn  inthro- 
nization  of  archbifhop  Boniface,  and  exercifed  at  it  the. 
office  of  chief  butler  and  fteward.  Notwithftanding 

^ Somn,  by  Batteley,  .Append,  p.  la, 
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which  there  appears  to  have  been  great  contefts  and 
difputes  between  them,  as  well  concerning  the  cuftoms 
and  lervices  required  by  the  archbifhop  of  him,  as  the 
fees  for  performing  thofe  offices ; all  which  were  fet- 
tled by  a mutual  agreement  or  compofition  made  be- 
tween them,  a few  years  afterwards.  In  which  it  was 
agreed,  as  to  the  cuftoms  and  fervices  which  thearch- 
birtiop  claimed  of  the  earl,  tor  the  manors  of  Tune- 
bregge  and  Hanlo,  with  the  whole  lowy  of  T unbridge; 
and  for  the  manors  ofVyeleftun,  Horfmundenne,  Me- 
telune,  and  Pettes,  with  their  appurtenances,  that  he 
ihould  have  in  future  of  the  earl  homage,  the  fei  vicc 
of  four  knights  fees,  and  fuit  at  the  archbiffiop’s  court, 
for  the  manors  of  Tunebregge  and  Hanlo,  together 
with  the  lowy  ; and  further,  that  he  fliould  be  the 
archbilhop’s  high  fteward  and  his  chief  butler,  at  the 
great  feaft  of  his  inthronization,  and  perform  fuit  at 
the  archbiffiop’s  court  at  Otford,  for  the  manor  of 
Bradefted ; and  homage,  and  the  fervice  of  four  knights 
fees,  for  the  manors  of  Vyeleftun,  Horfmundenne,  Me- 
letune,  and  Pettes.  And  alfo  for  the  manor  of  Vyelef- 
tun, fuit  at  the  archbiftiop’s  court  at  Otford,  and  for 
the  manors  of  Horfmundenne,  Meletune,  and  Pettes, ^ 
fuit  at  the  archbiffiop’s  court  at  Canterbury,  And  it 
was  further  agreed  between  them,  that  whenever  an 
archbiffiop  ffiould  be  inthroned  in  the  church  of  Can- 
terbury, the  earl  ffiould  receive,  for  the  fervice  of 
fteward,  feven  robes  of  fcarlet,  thirty  gallons  of  wine, 
■fifty  pounds  of  wax  for  the  ufe  of  his  own  lights  on  the 
feaft,  the  livery  of  hay  and  coi  n for  eighty  horfes  for 
two  nights,  and  the  diffies  and  falts,  which  ffiould  be 
fet  before  the  archbiffiop  at  the  firft  courfe  in  the  feaft, 
and  at  the  departure  of  the  earl,  entertainment  for  three 
days,  at  the  coft  of  the  archbiffiop,  and  hisiticceirors, 
at  their  neareft  manors  by  the  four  quarters  of  Kent, 
wherefoever  the  earl  ffiould  chufe  it,  ( ad  fanguinem 
minuendum ) fo  that  the  earl  did  not  come  there  but 
with  fifty  horfe  only,  to  be  entertained. 
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And  for  the  fervice  of  butler,  feven  robes  of  fcatlet, 
twenty  gallons  of  wine,  fifty  pounds  of  wax,  livery  of 
hay  and  oats  for  fixcy  horfcs  for  two  nights,  and  the  cup 
with  wliich  he  fhould  ferve  before  the  archbifhop,  with 
other  fees  of  a lower  fort,  as  arc  more  particularly 
mentioned  in  it.' 

His  defcendants,  pofleflbrs  of  the  manor  and  caftle 
of  Tunbridge,  &c.  continued  after  this  to  perform 
thefe  fervices  at  the  archbifhop’s  inthronization.  In 
particular,  Gilbert  de  Clare,  earl  of  Gloucefter,  re- 
ceived his  whole  fee  of  archbifliop  Winchelfea  in  1294, 
as  by  this  compofition  for  his  ftewardfhips  and  butler- 
fnip  i and  he  received  of  archbifhop  Walter  in  1313, 
for  his  fee,  two  hundred  marcs,  Hugh  dc  Audley, 
carl  of  Gloucefter,  received  of  archbilhop  Stratford,  in 
1333,  one  hundred  marcs  j and  the  earl  of  Stafford, 
lord  of  Tunbridge,  was  at  the  inthronization  of  arch- 
biftiop  Sudbury,  in  1375,  and  received  for  his  fee 
forty  marcs,  and  a cup  of  filver  gilt.  And  laftly,  Ed- 
ward, duke  of  Buckingham,  received  the  fame  of  arch- 
bifiiop  W arham,  when  the  duke  executed  the  fteward- 
fhip  in  perfon,  and  the  buderlbip  by  his  deputy.  Sir 
Thomas  Bourchier.^ 

In  the  44th  year  of  king  Henry  III.  the  earl  ob- 
tained the  king’s  licence  to  wall  and  embattle  his  town 
of  Tunbridge,  and  to  make  caftles  of  his  houfes  in 
Elfex  and  Suffolk.  He  died  two  years  afterwards,  at 
John,  lord  Criol’s  houfe,  at  Efchemerfield,  in  this' 
county,  being  faid  by  feme  to  have  been  poifoned  at 
the  table  of  Peter  de  Savoy,  the  queen’s  uncle.  His 
body  was  buried  in  the  choir  at  Tewkfbury,  on  the 
right  hand  of  his  father  ; his  bowels  at  Canterbury,  and 
his  heart  in  Tunbridge  church. 

Gilbert,  his  eldeft  fon,  furnamed  Rufus,  fucceeded 
him  as  earl  of  Gloucefter  and  Plertford.  Soon  after 
which,  aflbeiating  himfelf  with  the  rebellious  barons, 

* Regift,  of  Chfift  Church,  Cant.  cart.  177.  MSS. 
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prince  Edward,  the  king’s  ron,.befieged  this  caftle  and 
took  it,  and  in  it  the  countefs  of  Gioucefter,  the  be- 
fieged  having  tirlt  let  fire  to  and  burnt  down  the  town. 
After  which  the  caftle  was  garrifoned  with  the  king’s 
troops,  and  the  countefs  was  iet  at  liberty. 

Before  the  end  of  that  reign  the  earl,  after  having 
changed  from  one  fide  to  the  other,  was  reconciled  to 
the  royal  favor,  and  upon  the  king’s  death,  and  prince 
Edward’s  arrival  from  the  holy  land,  the  earl  enter- 
tained him  with  his  whole  retinue  moft  honorably  for 
many  days,  in  this  caftle.  Soon  after  which  he  was 
divorced  from  Alice  his  wife,  and  anno  17  Edward  L 
married  Joane  of  Acres,  the  king’s  daughter,  in  con^ 
lequence  of  which  he  then  entailed  all  his  cattles  and 
manors  in  England  and  Wales,  and  among  them  thofe 
of  Tunbridge,  Yalding,  Bradttcd,  Hadlow,  Dachurlt, 
&:c.  on  his  itllie  by  her ; and  in  default,  to  her  heirs 
and  affigns,  in  cafe  the  thould  furvive  him. 

In  the  20th  year  of  chat  reign,  on  a complaint  being 
made  againtt  the  earl  in  parliament,  of  his  having  com- 
mitted great  depredations  by  force  and  arms  on  the 
carl  of  Hereford’s  lands  in  VVales,  his  lands  and  cattles 
were  feized,  and  adjudged  to  be  forfeited  during  his 
life,  and  he  himfelf  was  committed  to  prifon  till  he 
had  made  an  atonement.  During  this  fpace  of  time, 
in  the  2 2d  year  of  that  reign,  prince  Edward,  the 
king’s  fon,  who  was  left  his  father’s  locum  lenens  during 
his  abfence  in  Flanders,  refided  at  Tunbridge  cattle  in 
Auguft  that  year,  where  in  his  chamber,  in  the  pre- 
fence of  Sir  Reginald  de  Grey,  and  Sir  William  de 
Badelefmere,  and  others,  he  delivered  the  king’s  feal  to 
John  de  Langton,  the  king’s  chancellor.  The  earl 
died  at  his  cattle  of  Monmouth  in  the  24th  year  of  the 
above  reisn,  and  was  buried  in  Tewktbury  church,  on 
the  left  hand  of  his  father.  He  left  by  Joane  his  wife, 
who  furvived  him,  one  fon  and  heir,  Gilbert,  and 
three  daughters,  who  will  be  further  mentioned  here- 
after. 
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Joane,  his  wife,  became  enfeoffed  of  all  the  lands 
belonging  to  him  in  his  earldoms,  and  foon  afterwards 
re-married  a plain  efquiie,  named  Ralph  de  Monther- 
mer,  at  which,  though  the  king  was  at  firft  highly  in- 
cenfcd,  yet  being  reconciled  afterwards,  he  had  many 
marks  of  favor  conferred  on  him,  and  in  confideration 
of  his  fervices  in  Scotland,  he  had  reftored  to  him,  and 
Joane  his  wife,  the  caftle  and  honor  of  Tonebrugge, 
with  other  lands  in  the  counties  of  Kent,  Surry,  and 
SufTex,  and  he  had  iikewife  poficnion  granted  of  all 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  great  earldom  of  Gloucefter, 
to  hold  by  the  fervice  of  fifty  knights  fees  i upon 
which  he  airumed  the  title  of  earl  of  Gloucefter,* 
which,  on  the  death  of 'Joane  his  wife,  in  the  ift  year 
of  king  Edward  II.  he  entirely  laid  afide,  though  lie 
lived  feveral  years  afterwards,  having  had  by  her  two 
fons,  Thomas  and  Edward  ; the  former  of  whom  was 
flain  in  a fea  fight  in  1 340,  leaving  Margaret,  his  daugh- 
ter and  heir,  w'ho  married  John  de  Montacute,  from 
whom  the  feveral  branches  of  the  family  of  Montacute, 
or  Montague,  for  they  are  one  and  the  fame  name,  at 
diftere.'it  times  ennobled,  derived  their  defcent. 

Gilbert  de  Clare,  the  only  fon  and  heir  of  the  late 
Gilbert,  earl  of  Gloucefter  and  Hertford,  by  Joane  of  i 
Acres,  his  wife,  on  her  death  had  pofteirion  granted  of  ( 
the  lands  of  his  inheritance,  and  bore  the  tides  like-  ' 
wife  of  his  father’s  earldoms.  Being  captain  of  the  i 
vanguard  of  the  king’s  army  in  Scotland,  he  was  flain  j 
in  the  battle  of  Bannocklbourne,  near  Strivelin,  in  the  } 
7th  year  of  that  reign,  and  his  body  was  buried  in  the 
abbey  church  of  Tewkfbury.**  On  his  death,  without  ( 
furviving  ilTue,  his  three  fifters  became  his  coheirs,  viz. 
Alianore,  the  wife  of  Hugh  le  Defpencer  the  younger, 
and  afterwards  of  William  delaZouch,lord  of  Glamor- 
gan and  Morgannock ; Margaret,  then  wife  of  Hugh  . 

« Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  215  and  217.  Cott.  Rec.  p.  4. 

**  Willis's  Mitred  Abbeys,  vol.  i.  p.  176. 
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de  Audley,  who  was  her  fcond  hiifband,  flie  having 
been  firft  married  to  Piers  de  Gavefton,  created  earl 
of  Cornwall,  by  whom  flie  had  a daughter,  who  died 
without  ilTue,  and  Elizabeth,  formerly  the  wife  of  John 
de  Burgh,  fon  and  iieir  of  the  earl  of  Ulfter,  after- 
wards of  Theobald,  lord  Verdon,‘  and  then  of  Roger 
Damory. 

On  the  partition  of  their  inheritance,  in  the  nth 
year  of  king  Edward  II.  anno  1317,  the  caftle  and 
manor  of  Tunbridge,  with  other  eftates  in  thefe  parts, 
were  allotted  to  Hugh  de  Audley,  in  right  of  Margaret 
his  wife ; at  which  time  it  appears,  there . were  fix 
knights  fees  held  of  this  caflle.  But  he  foon  after- 
wards confederating  with  the  difcontented  lords,  this 
callle,  among  others  belonging  to  him,  was  feized  on 
by  the  king,  and  the  cuflody  of  it  was  committed  to 
Bartholomew  de  Badlefmere,  who  foon  afterwards 
going  over  to  the  earl’s  party,  the  king  conferred  this 
' truR  next  year  on  Henry  de  Cobham,  whofe  deputy, 
of  the  name  of  Crevequer,  having  confpired  to  feize 
the  caftle  for  the  ufe  of  the  enemy,  the  king  ordered 
it  to  be  demolifhed,  and  Crevequer  was  hanged,'‘  but 
it  appears  by  a writ  of  king  Edward  II.  in  his  1 6th 
year,  that  Tunbridge  caftle  was  ftill  preierved,  being 
one  of  tlie  four  places  then  appointed  by  the  king  for 
keeping  the  records  and  charters  of  the  realm. 

In  the  ift  year  of  king  Edward  III.  anno  1326, 
upon  his  allegation  in  parliament,  that  there  were  fe- 
veral  errors  in  the  profecution  had  in  the  former  reign 
againft  him,  he  had  reftitution  granted  him  of  all  his 
caltles,  manors  and  lands,  then  in  the  king’s  hands. 
And  in  the  i ith  year  of  it,  in  confideration  of  his  fer- 
vices  and  wife’s  defeent,  was  in  parliament  created  earl 
of  Gloucefter.  He  died  in  the  21ft  year  of  that  reign, 
leaving  by  Margaret  his  wife,  who  was  buried  in  Tun- 

‘ Sandford,  in  his  Gen.  Hiftory,  p.  142. 
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bridge  priory,  befide  her  hufband)  an  only  daughter 
heir  Margaret,  then  married  to  Ralph,  lord  Staftord. 
The  arms  of  Audley,  Gules.,  a fret  or,  and  likewife  of 
Stafford  impaling  Audley,  are  carved  on  the  roof  of 
the  cloyftersof  Chrift-church,  Canterbury,  as  are  thofc 
of  Stafford  fingly,  being.  Or,  a chevron  gules. 

Ralph,  lord  Stafford,  was  defcended  from  Robert 
de  Stafford,  who  in  the  Conqueror’s  reign  was  poffcffed 
of  great  eftates  in  different  counties,  particularly  in 
Stafford  Hi  ire,  and  was  the  eldefl  fon  of  Edmund,  lord 
Stafford,  by  Margaret  his  wife,  daughter  of  Ralph, 
lord  Balfet,  of  Drayton.  In  the  i8th  year  of  king 
Edward  II.  he  was  knighted  and  made  a banneret,  after 
which  he  became  an  adtive  perfon  in  king  Edward 
the  Illd.’s  wars,  who  conferred  upon  him  that  great 
office  of  Senefchal  of  Aquitane,  and  next  year  he  had 
an  eminent  command  in  the  van  of  the  army,  under 
the  black  prince,  in  the  famous  battle  of  Crefly,  where 
the  Englilfi  obtained  a glorious  victory,  for  after  it,  he 
with  Sir  Reginald  de  Cobham,  and  three  heralds,  being 
fent  to  view  thofe  flain  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  they 
were  found  to  be,  eleven  great  princes,  eighty  banne- 
rets, twelve  hundred  knights,  and  more  than  thirty 
thoufand  common  foldiers.  In  the  21ft  year  of  that 
reign,  he  obtained,  in  confideration  of  his  fervices,  a 
fpecial  poffeffion  of  all  thofe  lands  which  Hugh  de 
Audley,  earl  of  Gloucefler,  deceafcd,  held  of  the  inhe- 
ritance of  Margaret  his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  and 
coheirs  of  Gilbert,  earl  of  Gloucefler,  and  foon  after- 
wards was  eledled  one  of  the  knights  of  the  garter  at 
the  firft  inftitution  of  it  by  king  Edward  III.*  and  in 
the  25th  year  of  it,  was  advanced  to  ihe  title  of  earl  of 
Stafford. 

This  great  earl  died,  far  advanced  in  years,  at 
T unbridge,  in  the  46th  year  of  that  reign,  and  was  bu- 
ried in  the  priory  here,  with  Margaret  his  wife,  at  the 

' Dugdale’s  Baronetage,  vol.  i.  p.  160. 
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feet  of  her  father  and  mother,  being  in  right  of  his 
wife  poflc/Ted  of  the  manor  and  caftle  of  Tunbridge, 
with  its  members,  Datchurft  and  Hadloo.  His  cha- 
racter is  thus  exprefifcd  by  an  old  writer.  Homo  cjm/i- 
dam^  vahduSf  fo^tis^  ciudax,  bellicoj^us^  in  nrmis  li^enuuSy 
fenio  confebitis,  longo  Jqualore  maceraius — Obiit  Nob. 
Comes  Staffordia  Radidphus  nomine. 

Ralph,  earl  of  Stafford,  his  only  fon,  fucceeded  him 
in  this  caftle  and  manor,  with  its  appendages,  which 
on  his  death  defeended  to  his  three  fens,  I homas,  Wil- 
liam and  Edmund,  in  fucceffion,  and  likewife  earls  of 
Stafford.'" 

Upon  the  death  of  Thomas,  earl  of  Stafford,  the  cl- 
dell  above-mentioned,  earl  William,  his  brother  and 
heir,  being  in  his  minority,  king  Richard  11.  com- 
mitted the  cuftody  of  all  the  caftles  and  lands,  ofwhich 
he  died  poffeffed,  to  Thomas  of  Woodilock,  duke  of 
Gloncefter,  notwithflanding  the  claim  of  archbifhop 
Courtenay,  to  the  cuftody  of  this  of  Tunbridge.  On 
archbifhop  Arundel’s  fucceeding  to  the  lee  in  the  20th 
year  of  that  reign,  earl  Edmund  being  then  in  ward  to 
the  king,  he  complained  highly  of  the  injuftice  done 
to  himitlf  and  the  church  of  Canterbury,  in  deprivincr 
it  of  its  juft  rights  and  prerogatives  ; by  which  and  his 
intreaties,  he  lb  far  prevailed,  that  in  the  parliament 
fummoned  that  year,  the  king  granted,  that  the  arch- 
bifliop  and  his  fucceffors,  Ihould  in  future  have  the 
keeping  of  all  lands  holden  of  him  in  chief,  and  there- 
upon caufed  to  be  delivered  to  him  the  caflle  of  Tun- 
bridge, holden  of  him  in  chief,  during  the  minority  of 
the  heir  of  the  earl  of  Stafford. 

Edmund,  earl  of  Stafford  above-mentioned,  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  only  fjn  and  heir,  Humphry,  earl  of 
Stafford,  who  afterwards  bore  the  title  of  earl  of  Buck- 
ingham, Hereford,  Stafford,  Northampton  and  Perch, 
and  lord  of  Brecknock  and  Holderneis. 
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In  the  23d  year  of  it,  in  refpefl  of  his  near  alliance 
in  blood,  and  of  his  eminent  lervices,  both  in  France 
and  England,  as  well  in  the  time  of  king  Henry  V.  as 
afterwards,  he  was  advanced  to  the  title  of  duke  of 
Buckingham,  to  hold  in  tail  male,  and  was  made  con- 
ftable  of  Dover  and  Queenborough  caftJes,  and  war- 
den of  the  cinque  ports.  He  was  flain  in  the  38th 
year  of  king  Henry  VI.  anno  1549,  in  the  battle  of 
Northampton,  fighting  there  on  the  king’s  part,  being 
found  by  the  inquifitlon,  taken  after  his  death,  to  die 
pofTtfled  of  this  manor  and  caftle,  with  thole  of  Had- 
lowe,  Dachehurft,  Braftede,  and  others  in  this  county, 
and  that  Henry,  fon  of  Humphry  his  eldeft  fon,  who 
was  flain  in  the  battle  of  St.  Albans,  anno  33  king 
Henry  VI.  was  his  next  heir. 

Henry,  duke  of  Buckingham,  after  the  death  of 
king  Edward  IV.  became  one  of  the  chief  confidants 
of  Richard,  earl  of  Gloucefter,  and  a principal  abettor 
of  his  defigns ; for  which  he  had  feveral  confiderablc 
offices  conferred  on  him,  and  great  prefents,  with  the 
promile  of  much  more,  by  which,  being  corrupted, 
he  ftopt  at  nothing,  which  tended  to  eftablilh  the  crown 
on  the  proteftor’s  head  : and  having  accomplifhed 
this,  he  prefled  the  performance  of  what  had  been  pri- 
vately promifed,  and  the  new  king  figned  a bill  for  his 
having  polTelfion  of  thofe  lands,  which  were  of  great 
extent  in  different  counties,  and  which  he  laid  claim  to 
by  defeent  from  Humphry  Bohun,  earl  of  Hereford. 

After  which  king  Richard  advanced  him  to  the  poll 
of  great  chamberlain,  and  to  that  great  and  high  office 
of  conftable  of  England,  with  feveral  other  lucrative 
ones  ;"  but  whether  it  was  through  a troubled  con- 
fcience,  or  a fuppofition  of  the  king’s  negled  of  him, 
is  uncertain ; but  he  foon  afterwards  confederated  with 
the  biffiop  of  Ely,  and  others,  to  advance  the  earl  of 
Richmond  to  the  throne  ; the  king  at  firfl;  fought  to 

" Harl.  MSS.  No.  433,  i6,  19,  72,  88,  &c. 
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regain  the  duke  by  fair  promifes,  and  at  laft  by  threats, 
which  caufed  him  to  put  himfelf  in  arms,  and  with  a 
power  of  the  Welfh  to  advance  towards  the  Severn  ; 
but  an  extraordinary  flood  hindered  his  paflage  fo  long 
that  the  Welfh,  for  want  of  money  and  victuals,  dif- 
perfed  themlelves.  The  duke  being  thus  forfaken,  ’ 
fought  refuge  in  the  houfe  of  an  old  fervant  not  far 
from  Shrewfbury,  whofe  gratitude  he  imagined,  would 
be  his  fecurity.  This  fervant’s  name  was  Banifter, 
whom  the  duke  had  tenderly  brought  up,  and  above 
all  men  trufted  ; but  a reward  of  one  thoufand  pounds 
being  proclaimed  for  the  difeovery  of  him,  the  fellow 
betrayed  him  to  the  fheriff  of  Yorkfhire,  who  appre- 
hended the  duke,  drefled  in  a piled  black  cloak,  in  a 
grove  near  Banilter’s  houfe,  and  conveyed  him  to  Sa- 
lifbury,  where  he  was  on  the  following  day,  without  ar- 
raignment or  judgment,  beheaded  in  the  open  market- 
place, and  an  a6t  paflTed  for  his  attainder.  Soon  after 
which  the  king,  by  writ  under  his  fign  manual,  com- 
manded the  inhabitants  of  the  honor  and  lowy  of  Tun- 
bridge, &c.  to  attend  upon  Sir  Marmaduke  Conftable, 
whom  he  had  deputed  to  make  his  abode  amongfl 
them,  and  that  they  fhould  in  no  wife  prefume  to  take 
cloathlng,  or  be  retained  with  any  manner  of  perfort  or 
perfons  whatfoever,  and  he  afterwards,  as  appears  by 
his  ledger-book,  appointed  his  trufty  friend,  Robert 
Brakenbury,  efq.  conftable  of  Tunbridge  caftle,  with 
the  fee  of  ten  marcs." 

In  the  ifl:  year  of  the  neitt  reign  of  king  Henry  VII. 
an  aft  pafled  for  the  reftitution  of  his  fon  and  heir  Ed- 
ward, duke  of  Buckingham,  who  in  the  14th  year  of 
it,  had  poflTeflion  granted  of  all  his  father’s  lands,  and 
continued  in  great  favor  with  the  king  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  reign  j but  in  the  beginning  of  the  next, 
growing  eminent  and  powerful,  as  well  for  his  high 
blood,  as  ample  revenue,  he  drew  on  himfelf  a fufpi- 


° Strype’s  Stovv’s  Survey,  book  i.  p.  70. 
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cion  of  afpiring  higher;  which  was  not  a little  fomented 
by  cardinal  Wolfey,  wlio  hated  him  for  fome  expref- 
fions  he  had  made  ufe  of  relating  to  his  low  parentage. 
Upon  which  he  was  committed  on  a charge  high 
treafon,  and  being  found  guilty,  was  beheaded  on 
Tower-hill,  anno  13  king  Henry  VIII..  After  which 
an  aft  pafled  for  his  attainder,  and  the  fame  year  ano- 
ther for  the  relfitution  of  his  Ton  Henry  in  blood,  but 
not  to  his  honors  and  lands. 

The  caftle  and  manor  of  Tunbridge,  with  its  ap- 
pendages, thus  coming  to  the  crown  by  the  attainder  of. 
the  duke  of  Buckingham,  remained  during  that  reign 
in  the  king’s  hands,  and  till  king  Ifdward  VI.  in  his 
4th  year,  granted  them  to  John  Dudley,  earl  of  War- 
wick, among  other  premifes,  by  the  defeription  of  his 
lordfhip,  manor,  and  caftle  of  Tunbridge,  and  his  two 
parks,  called  the  Pofterneand  Cage,  (the  former  being 
fituated  fouthward,  and  the  latter  northward  of  the 
town)  and  his  forefls  and  chafes  of  North-frith  and 
South-frith,  with  their  members  and  appurtenances,  to 
hold  in  capite  by  knight’s  fervice.*’  He  was  afterwards 
created  duke  of  Northumberland,  and  in  the  7th  year 
of  that  reign,  by  deed  inroiled  in  the  Augmentation- 
office,  re-conveyed  all  thefe  eftates  to  the  king,  in  ex- 
change for  other  premifes.  After  which  queen  Mary 
granted  the  whole  of  them  to  cardinal  Reginald  Pole, 
archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  for  his  life,  and  one  year 
after,  as  he  ffiould  by  his  will  determine.  He  died 
poffefied  of  them  on  Nov.  17,  1558,  the  fame  day  that 
. the  queen  died,  and,  as  it  feems,  w'ithout  any  parti- 
cular devife  of  them  ; upon  which  they  came  to  the 
crown,  and  queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  letters  patent,  in 
her  firfl:  year,  granted  this  caftle  and  mJ\ nor,  with  the 
park  called  North  frith,  and  ether  large  demefnes  be- 
longing to  themj  to  her  kinfman  Henry  Carey,  lord 

p Rot.  Efch,  tjus  an.  pt.  3.  Augtn,  olF.  deeds  of  Purch.  and 
Exch.  box  G.  jg. 
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Hunfdon,  and  his  heirs  male,  to  hold  in  capite  by 
knights  fervice,  with  remainder  to  the  crown  ; to  bar 
which,  he  prevailed  on  the  queen,  in  her  29th  year,  to 
grant  the  Fee  of  them  to  lord  Burleigh  and  Sir  Walter 
Mildmay,  after  which  he  fuffered  a recovery  of  them, 
and  at  his  death  in  the  38th  year  of  that  reign,  gave 
them  by  will  to  his  eldeft  Ton  George,  lord  Hunldon, 
who  died  in  1603,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir 
Elizabeth,  married  to  Sir  Thomas  Berkeley,  K.  B.  el- 
deft  fon  and  heir  of  Henry,  lord  Berkeley,  who  foon 
afterwards  alienated  this  ertare  to  Sir  John  Kenedie, 
who  quickly  afterwards  palled  it  away  by  fale  to  Ferrers, 
Goflbn,  and  Johnfon,and  they,  by  mutual  confenc,  con- 
veyed their  joint  intereft  in  it  in  the  beginning  ol  James 
I.’s  reign,  to  Sir  Peter  Vanlore,  a wealthy  merchant, 
who  had  been  naturalized  by  parliament  in  the  yth  year 
of  it,  and  he  in  1627  fettled  it,  together  with  the 
bulk  of  his  very  large  eftate  in  this  county,  Glouceller 
and  Hertford,  on  his  fon  Peter  Vanlore  of  Tilehurlt, 
in  Berklhire,  efq.  and  his  ilfue  male,  w'ith  remainder 
to  his  own  five  daughters,  (of  whom  Anne  married  Sir 
Charles  Ctefar,  fon  and  heir  of  the  mafier  of  the  rolls  ; 
another  married  Mr.  Vander  Bempde,  and  Katherine 
married  Sir  Thomas  Glemham,  of  Suffolk)  and  to  his 
fon’s  three  daughters.*^ 

Peter  Vanlore,  the  fon,  was,  after  his  father’s  death, 
in  1628,  created  a baronet.  He  bore  for  his  arms. 
Or,  an  orle  or  garland  of  woodbines^  alias  honeyfuckleSy 
proper^  and  dying  without  ilfue  male,  left  his  three 
daughters  his  coheirs. 

After  this,  the  above  fettlement  of  Sir  Peter  Van- 
lore’s  father,  occafioned  many  fuits  In  law  and  equity, 
between  the  different  claimants  under  it,  for  near  thirty 
years,  with  divifions and  fub-divifions  of  the  efiates men- 
tioned in  it;  in  one  of  which  the  North  frith  being  part 
of  the  demefne  lands  of  this  manor,  was  allotted  to  one 


of 


s Aik.  Glouc.  p.  155,  184-,  300,  427. 
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of  the  five  daughters  of  Sir  Peter  Vanlore  the  elder, 
(the  fliares  of  the  other  four  being  allotted  to  them 
elfewherc)  married  to  Mr..Vander  Bempde,  whofede- 
fcendant  John  Vander  Bempde,  elq.  of  Weftminfter, 
gave  it  in  marriage  with  his  daughter  Charlotte,  who 
became  the  fecond  wife  of  William  Johnflon,  marquis 
of  Annandale,  who  had  by  her  two  fons  ■,  George,  and 
John. 

The  marquis  died  in  172^,  and  was  fuccecded  in 
his  titles  by  his  only  Ton  and  heir,  by  his  firft  wife,  (by 
whom  he  had  likewiie  a daughter  Henrietta,  married 
to  Charles,  earl  of  Hopeton)  and  in  this  eftate  of 
North-frith  by  his  eldeft  Ton,  by  his  fecond  wife  be- 
fore-mentioned, lord  George  Johnfton,  who,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  will  of  his  grandfather  John  Vander 
Bempde,  took  on  him  that  name,^  and  on  the  death  of 
James,  marquis  of  Annandale,  his  half-brother,  with- 
out ifllie,  fucceeded  to  his  titles ; but  being  in  1745 
declared  a lunatic,  this  eftate  remained  in  the  hands  of 
the  commiftioners  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  till  his 
death  in  1792,  when  this,  among  his  other  eftates,  de*^ 
volved  to  James,  earl  of  Hopeton,  the  grandfon  of 
Charles,  earl  of  Hopeton,  by  his  wife  Plenrietta,  half 
filter  as  above-mentioned,  to  the  late  marquis ; and 
this,  I believe,  was  the  laft  and  only  part  of  the  vaft 
eftate  of  Sir  Peter  Vanlore  the  elder,  remaining  in  the 
polfcflion  of  any  of  his  numerous  defeendants. 

The  manor,  castle,  and  other  part  of  the  de- 
mefne  lands  of  the  manor  of  T unbridge,  came,  by  vir- 
tue of  rhe  above  fettlement,  to  the  three  daughters  of 
Sir  Peter  Vanlore,  bart.  the  fon,  married  to  Henry 
Alexander,  earl  of  Stirling ; Sir  Robert  Cook,  bart. 
and  Henry  Zinzan,  efq.  alias  Alexander  , who  in  right 
of  their  refpedlive  wives,  became  entitled  to  them  j 
this  occafioncd  another  divifion  of  this  eftate,  which  was 
made  by  a commilfion  from  the  court  of  chancery  in 

^ See  Ads  anno  18  and  33  George  II, 
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i674>  which' manor  and  cajlle  of unbridge ^ and 
fome  of  the  demefne  lands,  were  allotted  to  Jacoba, 
the  wife  of  Henry  Zinzan,  alias  Alexander,  cfq.  and 
her  heirs,  in  fee,  and  fines  were  accordingly  levied  by 
the  refpedf  ive  parties.  One  of  her  defeendants,  in  the 
year  1739,  fold  the  caftle,  manor,  and  demefne  lands 
j to  John  Hooker,  efq.  afterwards  of  Tunbridge.  He 
was  defeended  of  a family  which  came  originally  out  of 
Hampfhire,  and  bore  for  their  arms.  Party  per  pale 
and  fefsy  four  efcallops  counter  changed  fable  and  argent . 
They  at  firft  fettled  in  this  county  at  Oldberry-hill,  in 
Ightham,  whence  they  removed  to  Weft  fteckham, 
where  John  Hooker,  efq.  kept  his  fi-irievaity  in  1712. 
He  left  two  fons;  '1  homas,  of  whom  hereafter;  and 
John,  from  whom  the  Hookers  of  Brenchley  are  de- 
feended. Thomas,  the  eldeft  fon,  left  a fon,  John 
Hooker,  efq.  the  piirchafer  of  the  manor  and  caftle  of 
Tunbridge  as  above-mentioned,  vvhofe  eldeft  (on, 
Thomas  Hooker,  efq.  fucceeded  him  in  this  eftate,  and 
was  of  Tunbridge.  In  1 793  he  built  a handfome  ftonc 
manfion  for  his  refidence,  adjoining  to  the  caftle,  but 
that  year,  before  it  was  quite  finifhed  he  fold  tiie  whole 
of  this  eftate  to  W^illiam  oodgate,  efq  of  Someihill, 
in  this  parifh,  who  had  married  Frances  his  fifter,  and 

he  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

A court  leet  and  court  baron  is  regularly  held  for 
this  manor.  There  were  formerly  fome  payments 
made  for  caftle-guard  to  it ; but  they  have  been  long 
fince  difufed,  a few  payments  excepted,  which  ieem  to 
be  made  for  encroachment  on  the  lord  s w'afte. 

Hildenburgh  is  a large  diftrift,  comprehending 
all  the  north- weft  part  of  the  lowy  of  1 unbridge,  and 
containing  within  it  the  manors  of  Hilden,  Dachurft, 
Martin  abbey,  Lamport,  Nizell,  Hadloc,  and  the  dii- 
trift  of  Hollenden,  the  fmall  manor  of  Lagh,  alias 
1 Hildenborough,  in  Leigh,  and  the  manor  of  I enriiurft 
i Halymote  ; over  all  this  diftridf  the  honor  of  Otford 

' has  iurifdiftion,  the  high  fteward  of  which,  by  his  de- 
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puty,  holding  annually  a court  leet  in  this  borough,, 
for  the  eledion  of  a conftable,  borrtiolder,  &c.  Thus  - 
this  didricl  is  under  the  jurifdidion  of  two  different : 
manors,  which,  ftrange  as  it  may  appear,  is  not  at  all 
uncommon.  There  are  many  inftances  where  the  mi- 
litary and  civil  jiirifdidlion  of  manors  (if  1 may  be  al- 
lowed to  make  that  dillinftion)  are  feparated  ; the  land 
or  hoLife  holding  of  one  manor  by  hcriot,  relief,  rent,- 
6cc.  and  the  occupier  of  the  fame  land  or  houfe  ame- 
nable, by  reafon  of  his  refciancy,  to  a fecond  manor  at 
its  court  leet,  the  reafon  of  which  is  too  obvious  to 
need  explanation. 

The  manor  of  Dachurst  lies  at  the  weflern 
part  of  the  lowy,  and  was  always  accounted  an  appen- 
dage to  the  caiile  and  manor  of  Tunbridge,  and  con- 
fcquently,  continued  in  the  fame  owners,  as  has  been’ 
already  related,  till  tiie  attainder  of  Edward  Stafford, 
duke  of  Buckingham,  in  the  14th  year  of  Henry  VIII. 
when  it  came  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  where  the 
manor  itfelf  continued  f though  the  demefnes  of  it  were 
granted  away,  as  will  be  mentioned  heicafter)  at  the 
death  of  king  Charles  I.  in  1648,  After  which  the 
powers  then  in  being,  pafled  an  ordinance  to  veft  the 
royal  ellates  in  truftees,  to  lurvey  and  fell  them,  to 
fupply  the  neceffities  of  the  Ifate,  and  this  manor  of 
Dachurft,  alias  Hildenburgh,  was  in  1652  furveyed 
for  that  purpofe,  by  which  it  appears  that  there  were 
quit  rents  due  to  the  lord  in  this  parifh,  holden  of  the 
manor  in  free  focage  tenure,  and  the  like  from  the 
freeholders  in  the  boroughs  of  Nifcll  hoath  and  Lam- 
bert, and  from  the  freeholders  in  the  parilhes  of  Lye 
and  Tunbridge  in  the  like  tenure,  and  heretofore  re- 
ferved  from  the  manor  of  Martin  abbey,  the  total  of 
all  which,  with  courts,  fines,  &c.  was  24I.  los.  6d. 
And  that  there  was  a court  leet  and  court  baron  be- 
longing to  4t.' 

’ Parliamentary  Surveys,  Augmentation  office. 
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After  the  above  fiirvey,  this  manor,  and  thofe  of 
Martin  abbey,  Lamport,  and  Nizell,  were  fold  by  the 
ftate  to  colonel  Robert  Gibbon,  witli  whom  they  re- 
mained till  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  IT.  in  1660, 
when  the  polfedion  of  them  returned  again  to  the 
crown. 

Kino;  Charles  II.  alienated  the  fee-farms  of  thefc 
manors  to  Mr.  George  Dalhwood,  a younger  fon  of  a 
family  of  this  name  in  Somerfetfliire,  defeended  from 
the  fecond  marriage  of  one  of  the  Dafh woods,  ofDor- 
fetlhire,  whofceldert  fon,  Robert,  in  the  36th  year  of 
‘ king  Charles  II.  was  created  a baronet,  and  his  de- 
feendant  Sir  Henry  Dafliwood,  bart.  of  Kirtlington, 
in  Oxforddaire,  is  the  prefent  owner  of  thefe  manors, 
and  the  fee-farms  belonging  to  them. 

The  demesnes  of  the  manor  of  Dachurff,  alias 
Hildenburgh,  were  granted  by  king  Henry  VIII.  the 
fame  year  that  the  duke  of  Buckingham  was  attainted, 
to  Sir  William  Skeffington,  in  tail  male,  to  hold  by 
knights  fervice.  After  which  he  was  in  that  reign, 
made  mafter  of  the  ordnance  in  England,  and  twice 
lord  deputy  of  Ireland,  in  which  office  he  died  in  1 535, 
and  was  buried  in  St.  Patrick’s  church,  Dublin,  bear 
ing  for  his  arms.  Argent,  three  bulls  hends  erajed,  fabled 

In  his  dcfcendancs  rcfident  here,  moft  of  whom  lie 
buried  in  this  church,  this  eftate  continued  down  to 
John  Skeffington,  efq.  who  died  in  1661,  without  if- 
fue,  and  left  his  interefl:  in  it  to  his  uncle,  Francis 
Skeffington,  efq.  after  whofe  death,  his  relations  and 
heirs,  after  one  or  more  luirs  at  law,  agreed  to  divide 
this  eftate  among  them  ; after  which  it  was  gradually 
fold  in  feveral  parcels  to  different  perf^ns.  Part  of  it 
was  fold  to  Children,  and  is  now  in  the  poffieffion  of 
George  Children,  efq.  of  Tunbridge  ; another  part  of 
it  was  alienated  to  Weller,  and  afterwards  became  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Catherine  Weller,  the  widow  of  NL 
f cholas  Weller,  efq.  who  has  lately  alienated  her  intereft 

1 * Viftn.  CO.  Kent,  anno  1619.  Pedigree  Skeffington. 
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in  it  to  George  Children  and  William-Thomas  Piar. 
vey,  el'qrs.  the  prefent  owners  of  it,  and  there  were 
ocher  fmall  parts  of  it  fold  to  others  : but  who  is  pof, 
fefied  of  tlierrr  at  this  time,  it  is  almoft  impoflible  to 
afcertain.  At  a imall  diftance  fouthward  from  Hilden 
green,  the  foundations  of  a large  houfe  are  yet  vifiblc, 
which  are  fuppofed  by  many  to  be  thofe  of  Dachurft. 
place.  The  fcite  of  it  was  lately  the  property  of  Tho- 
mas Harvey,  efq.  and  now  belongs  to  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Harvey,  of  Tunbridge. 

Hilden  is  a manor  fituated  at  about  a mile’s  dif- 
tance  from  T unbridge  town,  and  was  antiently  part  of 
the  pofiefllons  of  the  family  of  Vane,  written  a-^Win 
antient  deeds,  before  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III. 
one  of  them,  John  Vane,  efq.  had  two  fons  of  the 
name  of  Henry  j the  eldeft  of  which  left  an  only 
daughter  and  heir,  married  to  Sir  Peter  Blondevil; 
the  youngeft  Henry  Vane,  was  of  this  place,  efq.  and 
had  three  fons ; John  Vane,  efq.  of  Hilden,  and  after- 
wards of  Tudeley,  anceftor  of  the  feveral  branches  of 
this  family  fince  enabled  ; Thomas,  whofe  fon  Hum- 
phry died  without  ifllie ; and  Henry,  who  was  father 
of  Sir  Ralph  Fane,  attainted  in  the  reign  of  king  Ed- 
ward VI.“ 

By  his  will  in  the  34th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  he 
deviled  this  manor  to  his  eldeft  fon  John,  and  the  par- 
fonage  of  Hilden  to  his  youngeft  fon  Henry.  John 
Vane,  efq.  fold  the  manor  in  the  loth  year  of  king 
Henry  VII.  to  Tatterfal,  one  of  whofe  defeendants 
poft'elfed  it  at  his  death  in  the  6th  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward VI.  anno  15^1,  when  it  was  found  that  he  died 
pofiefled  of  this  manor,  and  five  hundred  acres  of  land, 
in  Hilden  and  T unbridge,  held  of  the  honor  of  Tun- 
bridge, by  knight’s  fervice,  and  that  John  Tatterfal 
was  his  fon  and  heir.  He  alienated  it  to  F-Iumphry 
Dixon,  who  in  that  reign  had  purchafed  the  parfona^ 

“ Coll.  Peer,  laft  edition,  vol.  iii.  p.  173. 
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of  Hilden  of  Elizabeth,  lady  Vane.  He  was  the  fe- 
cond  fon  of  Thomas  Dixon,  efq.  of  North-frith,  in 
this  parilli,  defcended  of  a family  of  good  account  of 
this  name  in  Scotland,  who  bore  for  their  arms,  Or,  a 
crofs  formee  or  pat ee  throughout  the  Jhield,  gules ^ between 
four  eagles  difplayedy  fable. 

John,  the  eldeft,  fucceeded  him  in  this  manor,  and 
refided  here,  he  left  two  fons ; Henry,  who  was  of 
Hilden,  efq.  and  juftice  of  the  peace  ; and  William, 
who  was  of  Darent,  in  this  county.  Henry  Dixon, 
efq.  the  eldeft  fon  of  Humphry,  refided  here,  as  did 
his  grandfon  of  the  fame  name,  who  died  in  1669, 
leaving  two  daughters  his  coheirs,  wlio  poflefled  this 
manor  in  undivided  moieties.  Jane,  the  eldeft,  mar- 
ried Nathaniel  Booth,  efq.  and  Sarah,  the  youngeft, 
Percival  Hart,  efq.  of  Lullingftone. 

Percival  Hart,  efq.  died  in  1738,  leaving  an  only 
daughter  and  heir  Anne,  then  married  to  Sir  Thomas 
Dyke,  bart.  of  Horeham,  in  Suffex,  who  became  pof- 
fefted  of  one  undivided  moiety  of  this  manor,  as  he  did 
likewife  of  the  orlier  moiety  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Jane 
Booth,  widow,  above  mentioned,  without  ifiue,  in 
1743.  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  died  in  1756,  leaving  his 
widow  furviving,  who  poflefTed  the  whole  of  this  ma- 
nor till  her  death  in  1763,  when  it  defcended  to  their 
only  fon  and  heir  Sir  John  Dixon  Dyke,  bart.  of  Lul- 
lingftone, who  procuring  the  authority  of  parliament,* 
fold  it,  in  1767,  to  T homas  Harvey,  efq..  of  Tun- 
bridge, the  fon  of  Thomas  Harvey,  of  Deal,  de- 
fcended of  the  family  of  Harvey,  fettled  fo  early  as 
king  Edward  the  IVth.’s  reign,  at  Tilmanftone,  in 
Eaft  Kent,  and  afterwards  difperfed  over  the  feveral 
parifhes  in  that  neighbourhood,  in  the  defeription  of 
which  parirti  a full  account  of  them  may  be  feen,  whofe 

* Vilitation  county  of  Kent.  Pedigree  Dixon. 

* See  more  of  the  Harts  and  Dykes,  under  Lullingllone, 
vol.  ii.  of  this  biftory. 
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arms  being,  Argent ^ on  a chevron  guleSy  three  crefcents 
oVy  betzveen  three  lions  gamhs  erajed-,  fable^  are  like- 
wife  borne  by  this  branch  of  it.  Mr.  Harve)^  of 
Tunbridge,  married  Charlotte,  yoiingeft  daughter  of 
tlie  Rev.  William  Davis,  vicar  of  this  parifli,  by  whom 
he  had  two  Tons,  Thomas,  now  of  Redleaf,  in  holy  or- 
ders, and  William-Thomas ; and  three  daughters, 
Charlotte,  Sophia,  and  Frances.  He  died  in  1779, 
leaving  his  widow  Mrs.  Harvey,  furviving,  who  is  by 
his  will  polTeflbr  of  this  eftate  for  her  life,  after  which 
it  will  devolve,  by  his  devife,  to  his  eldeft  fon,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Harvey. 

At  a fmall  diftance  from  Hilden-green,  flood  the 
manor-houfe,  the  ruins  of  which  were  entirely  erafed 
feme  years  ago,  by  Sir  Thomas  Dyke. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Phili POTTS  is  an  eftate  in  this  parifh,  about  three 
miles  from  Tunbridge  town,  adjoining  to  Lyghe, 
which  was  once  reputed  a manor,  the  memory  of  which 
has  been  long  fince  obliterated,  and  the  houfe  and  eftate 
now  fo  called  dwindled  almoft  to  nothing,  there  being 
at  this  time  only  thirty  acres  of  land  belonging  to  it. 
it  formerly  gave  furname  to  the  family  who  owned  it, 
as  appears  by  a deed  dated  in  the  28th  year  of  king 
Edward  I.  in  which  John  de  Philipott,  ol  Philipotts, 
(who  bore  for  his  arms.  Sable ^ a bend  ermine)  demifed 
lands  to  Robert  Charles,  bailiff  of  Tunbridge  foreft. 
But  after  this  place  had  remained  many  generations  in 
this  family,  Thomas  Philipott,  leaving  an  only  daugh- 
ter and  heir,  Chrifliana,  about  the  middle  of  king 
Henry  VIIPs  reign;  fhe  carried  it  in  marriage  to  John 
Petley,  efq.  of  Downe,  who  likewife  died  without  male 
ift'ue,  leaving  four  daughters  his  coheirs,  of  whom 
the  youngeft  was  married  firft  to  Smith,  and  afterwards 
to  Children,  and  became  on  the  divifion  of  their  in- 
heritance, entitled  to  it/  His  defeendant,  William 

’’  MSS.  Pedigree  of  Petley.  Philipott,  p.  31 5. 
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ChiJdren,  refided  at  this  feat,  and  died  about  the  latter 
end  of  king  Charles  I. ’s  reign,  leaving  an  only  daugh- 
ter and  heir  Sindonia,  who  carried  it  in  marriao-e  to 
Mr.  Richard  Polhill,  Ton  of  William,  the  fifth  Ion  of 
Thomas  Polhill,  alias  Policy,  of  Detling,  in  whofe 
deicendants  it  has  continued  to  the  prelent  time,  being 
now  the  property  of  Mr.  Richard  Polhill,  of  Chatham, 
in  this  county. 

There  is  a tradition  in  this  family,  that  one  of  them 
was  bowbender  to  queen  Elizabeth ; and  not  many 
years  ago  there  hung  up  in  this  houle  a bow,  curiouQy 
enamelled  and  ftudded,  which-  was  faid  to  have  be- 
longed to  the  queen. 

Barden  lies  at  a finall  diftance  louth*weftward 
from  Tunbridge  town,  and  was,  no  doubt,  formerly  a 
manor  of  no  fmall  confequcnce,  as  it  gives  name  to  a 
borough  here  of  confiderable  extent. 

I In  the  20th  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III. 

I the  prior  of  Tunbridge,  Roger  de  Bardenham,  and 
John  Barden,  held  this  eftatc,  and  then  paid  aid  for  it 
as  one  knight’s  fee,  which  the  prior  and  Simon  de  Bar- 
den before  held  of  the  carl  of  Glouceltcr.^ 

The  family  of  Barden  continued  in  poirefilon  of  this 
manor  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  IV.  when  it  was 
alienated  by  one  of  them  to  Hadlow,  in  which  name 
it  did  not  continue  long;  for  John  Hadlow  dying 
without  ilTue,  Alice,  his  filler,  became  his  heir,  and 
entitled  her  hulband,  Jolin  Woodward,  to  the  pqf- 
Icfiion  of  it ; flie  furvived  him,  and  afterwards  fold  it 
to  John  Hopd3y,  vvho  in  the  38th  year  of  Henry  VI. 
alienated  it  to  William  Hcxtall,  of  Hextalls-court,  in 
Eaft  Peckham,  and  he  dying  without  ilTue  male,  Mar- 
garet, his  daughter  and  heir,  entitled  her  hulband,  Wil- 
liam Whetenhall,  commonly  called  Whetnall,  elq.  ci- 
tizen and  alderman  of  London,  to  the  polfenion  of  it. 
Their  defeendant,  William  Whetenhall,  efq.  of  Hex- 

Book  of  Knights  Fees,  anno  20  Edward  III, 
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tail-court,  about  the  micldle  of  king  Henry  VIII.’s 
reign,  alienated  it  to  Fane,  alias  Vane,  from  which 
nameitpafled  away  by  fale,  in  the  24th  year  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  to  Sir  Andrew  Judde,  citizen  and  fl^mner 
of  London,  and  lord-mayor  in  the  5th  year  of  king 
Edward  VI.  who  bore  for  his  arms.  Gules,  a fefs  ra- 
gule  betzveen  three  bears  heads,  erafed  fefszvays  argent . 
He  was  the  eldefl;  fon  of  John  Judde,  of  Tunbridge, 
by  his  wife  Margaret,  daughter  of  Valentine 'Chiche, 
and  widow  of  Cfovel,  and  dying  in  1 558,  was  buried 
in  St.  Helen’s  church,  London,  having  founded  a 
fchool  in  this  parin'!,  and  other  charities  elfewhere, 
which  he  endowed  with  lands,  and  intrufted  them  to 
the  care  of  the  Skinners  company.*  He  left  an  only 
daughter  and  heir  Alice,  married  to  Thomas  Smith, 
efq.  of  Weftenhanger,  commonly  called  Cujiomer  Smith, 
who  in  her  right  became  entitled  to  a part  of  this 
eftate,  called  Barden-houfe  farm,  with  the  lands  be- 
longing to  it,  and  feveral  other  lands  and  tene.ments  ad- 
joining, arid  elfewhere  in  this  parifh,  (in  which  the 
manor  was  not  included)  all  which  he  deviled  by  will 
to  his  fecond  fon.  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  of  Sutton-at- 
Hone,  in  whofe  defcendants  they  continued  down  to 
Robert  Smith,  efq.  of  Sutton  and  Bidborough,  who 
died  in  1695,  leaving  by  Katherine  his  wife,  who  fur- 
vfved  him,  two  fons,  Henry  and  William,  to  whom 
this  eftate  defcended  as  heirs  in  gavelkind-,  after  which, 
anno  10  king  William  III.  ftie  obtained  an  aft  for 
veiling  them  in  truftees,  to  fell  the  fame : who  accord- 
ingly conveyed  them  by  fale  to  Thomas  Streatfeild, 
efq.  whofe  defcendant,  'Ehomas  Streatfeild,  efq.  now 
of  Sevenoke,  owns  this  eftate. 

T^he  other  part  of  Barden,  containing  the  manor, 
feems  to  have  palled,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Andrew 
Judde,  to  one  of  his  brothers,  who  in  the  33d  year  of 

* Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  i.  p.  263,  book  ii.  p.  loi, 
book  V.  p.  187. 
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queen  Elizabeth,  anno  1590,  alienated  it  to  Johnfon, 
and  he  in  the  9th  year  of  king  Charles  I.  fold  it  to 
John  Polhill,  efq.  of  Otford,  the  fon  of  David,  grand- 
Ion  of  another  David,  the  third  fon  of  Thomas  Pol- 
hill, the  fecond  fon  of  Thomas  Polhill,  of  Detling, 
by  Alice  Buckland,  and  from  him  it  has  defcended 
down  to  his  great-grandfon,  Charles  Polhill,  efq.  of 
Chepfted,  in  Chevening,  the  prefent  owner  of  this 
manor. 

PI  AD  LOW  is  a fmall  manor  adjoining  to  that  of 
Barden,  laft-mentioned,  being  called,  to  diftinguifli 
it  from  the  manor  of  the  adjoining  parifh  of  Hadlovv, 
by  the  name  of  //je  manor  of  Hadlow  Tunbridge.  It 
had  antiently  owners  of  the  fame  name,  in  which  it  re- 
mained till  about  the  reign  of  king  Henry  V.  when 
John  Hadlow  dying  without  ifllie,  Alice  his  fifter, 
married  to  John  Woodward,  became  his  heir;  their 
' fon,  John  Woodward,  who  bore  for  his  arms.  Argent ^ 
a chevron  fable ^ between  three  grafshoppers  vert^  in  the 
37th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  conveyed  his  intereft  in 
this  manor  to  William  and  Henry  Hextall,  the  latter 
of  whom,  that  year,  releafed  all  his  right  in  it  to  his 
brother  William  above-mentioned,  who  dying  a few 
years  afterwards  without  male  iH'ue,  his  daughter  and 
i coheir  Margaret,  entitled  her  hufband,  William  Whe-  - 
tenhall,  efq.  citizen  and  alderman  of  London,  to  the 
poiTeffion  of  it,  and  his  defcendant,  William  Wheten- 
hall,  efq.  about  the  middle  of  king  Henry  VIlI.’s  reign, 

I fold  this  manor  to  William  Waller,  efq.  whofe  fon, 
Richard  Waller,  in  the  26th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth, 

I anno  1583,  fold  it  to  Mr.  George  Stacy,  and  he  in 
i 1590,  alienated  it  to  Robert  Byng,  efq.  of  Wrothani, 
whofe  two  grandfons,  George  and  William  Byng,  in 
I ’1623,  paired  it  away  by  fale  to  Uavid  Polhill, *elq.  of 
! Otford,  whofe  defcendant,  Charles  Polhill,  efq.  of 
|,  Chepfted,  in  Chevening,  is  the  prefent  polTeffor  of 
1!  this  manor. 
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A court  baron  was  called  for  this  fjianor  about  ten 
years  ago,  but  no  one  attended  at  it  j fo  it  is  not  pro- 
bable there  will  be  one  held  again  for  it. 

The  borough  of  South,  alias  Southborough, 
is  a diJiriEl  coniprehending  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
lowy  of  Tunbridge,  in  which  the  manor  of  that  name 
firft  claims  our  attention.  It  was  antiently  part  of  the 
jX)flcfllons  of  the  great  family  of  Clare,  carls  of  Glou- 
cefter,  and  lords  of  the  calUe  and  manor  of  Tunbridge, 
from  whom,  in  like  manner  it  palfed  to  the  Audleys 
and  Staffords,  in  which  laft  name  it  continued  till  Ed- 
ward Stafford,  duke  of  Buckingham,  being  found  guilty 
of  high  treafon,  anno  13  king  Henry  VIII.  forfeited 
this  manor,  among  the  reft  of  his  poffelfions  to  the 
crown,  after  which  an  a£l  paffed  for  his  attainder, 
and  the  king  in  the  14th  year  of  his  reign,  granted 
to  Sir  Thomas  More,  the  manor  of  South,  late  Ed- 
ward, duke  of  Buckingham’s,  to  hold  in  capite  by 
knight’s  fervice. 

Being  a man  of  great  abilities  and  learning,  he  was 
in  the  22d  year  of  that  reign,  made  lord  chancellor, 
which  high  ofRce,  after  two  years  and  an  half,  he  re- 
figned,  not  being  willing  to  be  inftrumental  in  the 
king’s  rupture  w'ith  the  pope.  Afterwards,  refufing  to 
take  the  oath  of  fupremacy  and  luccelfjon,  he  was  ar- 
raigned, and  being  found  guilty  of  high  treafon,  was 
executed  on  Tower  hill  fix  days  afterwards.  He  was 
the  only  foil  of  Sir  John  More,  one  of  thejuftices  of 
the  king’s  bench,  and  had  one  fon  John,  attainted  after 
his  father’s  death,  and  then  pardoned  by  the  king  j 
and  three  daughters,  of  whom  Margaret,  was  a woman 
of  great  wifdom,  piety,  and  learning,  and  married 
■William  Roper,  efq.  of  Eltham.  After  his  death  his 
bcdy  was  firft  buried  in  the  Tower  chapel,  and  after- 
wards removed  to  Chellea  church,  and  there  depofited 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel.  His  head  was  fet 
upon  London  bridge,  where  it  continued  about  fourteen 
days,  and  was  then  privily  bought  by  his  daughter, 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Margaret  Roper ; after  which  it  was  inclofed  in 
lead  and  depofited  in  the  vault  of  the  Ropers,  in  St. 
Diinftan’s  church,  near  Canterbury,  where  the  box  now 
remains  placed  on  the  coffin  of  his  daughter  above- 
mentioned.*' 

I'his  manor,  thus  coming  to  the  crown,  was  granted 
by  the  king  that  year,  being  his'26th,  to  George  Bui- 
leyn,  vifcount  Rochford,  fon  of  Thomas,  earl  of 
Wiltfhire  and  Ormond,  and  brother  of  queerj  Anne 
Bulleyn,  to  hold  in  capiie  by  knights  fervice.  But  the 
king’s  affe6lions  being  changed  from  her,  the  lord 
Rochford  was  next  year  committed  to  the  tower,  on 
pretence  of  too  great  familiarity  with  his  filter,  and 
being  found  guilty  of  high  treafon,  was  beheaded,  by 
which  this  manor  came  again  into  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  and  was  next  year  granted  to  John  Dudley, 
earl  of  Warwick,  who,  together  with  Joane  his  wife, 
by  indenture,  in  the  3d  year  of  king  Edward  VI. 
granted  this  manor  of  Southborowe,  with  its  appurte- 
nances, in  the  parifhes,  townfhips,  and  hamlets  of 
Southborowe,  otherwife  called  South  Tunbridge,  Ca- 
pe), Speldhurft,  and  Pepenbury,  to  the  king,  in  ex- 
change for  other  premifes.' 

In  the  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  it  was 
in  the  poflelfion  of  Sir  Richard  Sackvyle,  who  in  the 
19th  year  of  that  reign,  alienated  it  to  Thomas  Smith, 
efq.  of  Weftenhanger,  commonly  called  Cuftomer 
Smith,  and  he  gave  it  by  w'ill  to  his  fecond  fon.  Sir 
Thomas  Smith,  of  Sutton  at  Hone,  in  whofe  defcen- 
dants  it  continued  down  to  Sir  Sydney  Stafford  Smythe, 
late  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer,  who  died  polfefied 
of  it  in  1778,  / p.  as  did  liis  widow,  lady  Sarah 
Smythe,  in  1790,  and  by  her  will  dcvifed  this  manor, 
among  her  other  eftates,  to  truftees,  for  the  benefit 
of  her  nephews  and  nieces,  and  they  afterwards  fold 

” Chauncy’s  Hertfordfhire,  p.,331 
* Inrolm.  Augmentation-office,  boxC.  8. 
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it  to  the  right  hon.  John,  earl  of  Darnley,  the  prefent 
owner  of  this  manor.  A court  baron  is  regularly  held 
for  it. 

A fair  is  held  in  this  manor  yearly  on  the  24th  of 
March. 

Haysden,  alias  Eajl  Hayfden,  is  a fmall  manor, 
which  lies  at  the  fouth-weft  extremity  of  the  lowy,  and 
was  fome  years  ago  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  name  of 
Turner,  whence  it  w’as,  not  long  finte,  fold  to  Mr. 
John  G roombridge,  whofe  widow  re-marrying  with 
Henry  Goodwyn,  efq.  of  Enfield,  he  is  in  her  right 
entitled  to  the  pofiefiion  of  it. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

As  THERE  WAS  a large  diJirtBi  comprehending  a 
manor,  foreft,  or  chafe,  with  a park  inclofed  with  pales 
within  it,  at  the  northern  part  of  the  lowy,  called 
El orth-frith  •,  fo  there  W'as  a like  diflridl,  though  of 
much  larger  extent,  called  South-frith,  at  the  op- 
pofite  or  fouthern  fide  of  it,  with  a park  likewife  in- 
clofed with  pale  within  the  bounds  of  it. 

This  district  was,  no  doubt,  part  of  the  demefnes 
of  the  family  of  Clare,  earls  of  Gloucefier  and  Hert- 
ford, pofleflbrs  of  the  caftle  and  m.anor  of  Tunbridge, 
with  whom  it  continued  till  Gilbert  de  Clare,  the  only 
fon  and  heir  of  Gilbert,  earl  of  Gloucefier  and  Hert- 
ford, dying  without  furviving  ifiue,  in  the  8th  year  of 
king  Edw'ard  II.  his  three  fillers  became  his  coheirs  ; 
and  upon  the  divifion  of  their  inheritance,  though 
Hugh  de  Audley,  in  right  of  his  wife  Margaret,  the 
fecond  daughter  and  coheir,  had  the  cafilc  and  manor 
of  Tunbridge  allotted  to  him,  yet  Elizabeth,  the 
youngefi  of  them,  w'idow  of  John  de  Burgh,  feems  to 
have  pofiefled  this  diftridt  of  South-frith.,  and  the  ho- 
' nor  of  Clare,  in  Suffolk,  as  part  of  her  fiiare  of  it. 
She  had  by  her  hufband,  above-mentioned,  a fon, 
named  Wdlliam,  who  on  his  grandfather’s  death  be- 
came earl  of  Ulfier^  bearing  for  his  arms.  Or,  a crofs 
gulesy  and  on  his  mother’s  death  inherited  this  eftate. 

.He 
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He  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried Lionel,  third  Ion  of  king  Exlward  III.  and  duke  of 
Clarence,  and  v/as  in  her  right  created  earl  of  Ulfter, 
and  lord  of  Conaught  and  Trime. 

The  duke  died  in  the  43d  year  of  that  reign,  at 
Alba  Pompeia,  in  Italy,  being  then  poffeired  of  this 
eflate  of  South-frith,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir 
Philippa,  who,  about  the  time  of  her  father’s  death, 
by  the  king’s  command,  was  married  to  Edmund 
Mortimer,  the  third  earl  of  March,  and  lord  of  Wig- 
more,  who  died  in  Ireland  in  the  :;th  year  of  king  Ri- 
chard II.  anno  1381,“  poncfTed  of  this  eftate,  which 
•afterwards  defcended  to  his  grandfon  Edmund,  earl  of 
March,  who  dying  in  the  3d  year  of  king  Henry  VI. 
without  iffue,''  his  nephew  Richard,  duke  of  York, 
the  only  Ion  of  Richard,  earl  of  Cambridge,  by  Anne 
Mortimer,  his  eldeft  fifter,  became  by  his  uncle’s  will 
heir  to  his  eftates,  and  to  this  chafe  of  South-frith 
among  them,  which  he  did  not  gain  pofTetlion  of  till 
the  countefs’s  death,  anno  10  Henry  VI.  He  had  be- 
came on  the  death  of  his  father’s  elder  brother  without 
ifilie,  anno  3 king  Henry  V.duke  of  York,  and  being 
both  on  his  father’s  and  mother’s  fide,  defcended  from 
king  Edward  III.  he  began  to  think  of  afpiring  to  the 
crown  ; and  to  crufli  the  houfe  of  Lancafter.  But  in 
the  37th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  being  deferted  by 
his  army,  he  fled  to  Ireland,  and  was  foon  afterwards, 
in  the  parliament  attainted,  with  his  fon  the  earl  of 
March  •,  upon  which  this  eftate  became  forfeited  to  the 
crown,  where  it  did  not  remain  long,  for  on  the  turn 
of  fortune,  which  happened  to  him  foon  afterwards, 
the  duke  of  York  regained  the  poflefilon  of  it,  and 
diedpofleffed  of  this  chafe  vvitli  its  appendages,  in  the 
3d  year  of  king  Edward  IV,  Alter  which  Cecilie, 

Sandf.  Gen.  Pfiftory,  p.  219  et  feq. 

' See  a full  account  of  the  Mortimers,  cark  cf  March,  under 
Erith,  vol.  ii.  p.  237, 
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dutchefs  of  York,  his  widow,  mother  of  king  Ed- 
ward IV.  continued  in  the  poflTeflion  of  it  till  her  death, 
which  happened  in  the  10th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
when  this  eftate  reverted  to  the  crown,  after  which 
king  Henry  VIII.  granted  to  George,  lord  Cohham, 
the  office  of  matter,  manager,  and  fupervifor  of  all  the 
beafts,  of  what  fort  foever,  of  his  park  of  South-frith, 
and  of  keeper  of  all  his  ponds  and  waters  wit  hin  them ; 
in  the  original,  Magijir'.  dedud\  iS  fupervis  omn  & 
omndm  ferar,  pci  de  S.  frith  ^ Cujlod'  omn  Vivar 
aquar.  Jiagn  infra  pcum  de  S.  frith  ; but  the  fee  of 
it  remained  in  the  crown  till  king  Edward  VI.  in  his 
4th  year  granted  the  manor  of  South-frith,  with  the 
foreft  or  chafe,  and  the  park  of  it,  to  John  Dudley, 
earl  of  Warwick,  together  with  the  manor  and  caftfe 
of  Tunbridge,  and  other  premifes,  as  has  been  already 
noticed  before,  to  hold/«  eapite  by  knights  fervice.^ 

All  which  the  earl,  by  the  title  of  duke  of  Korthum- 
berland,  he  having  been  fo  created,  re-  conveyed  in  the 
yth  year  of  that  reign,  to  the  king,  this  eftate  in  exchange. 
After  which  queen  Mary  granted  them  to  cardinal  Re- 
ginald Pole,  archbiffiop  of  Canterbury,  to  hold  dining 
his  life,  and  one  year  atter  as  he  ffiould  by  his  will  de- 
termine. He  died  in  1558,  without  any  particular 
devife  of  them  ; upon  which  they  came  to  the  crown, 
whence  this  foreft  or  chafe,  manor,  ^'c.  were  granted 
by  queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  14th  year,  to  one  of  her 
chief  favorites,  Robert  Dudley,  earl  of  Lcicelter,  for 
a term  of  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  ffie granted 
the  fee  of  them  to  Frances,  widow  of  Robert  Deve- 
reux,  earl  of  Eftex,  who  was  the  foie  daughter  and  heir 
of  that  great  ftatefman.  Sir  Francis  Walfingham,  and 
had  firft  married  Sir  Philip  Sydney ; the  countefs  of 
Eflex,  afterwards  re-married  Richard  Burgh,  earl  of 
Clanrickard,  and  it  is  no  wonder  this  lady  married  him 

f kot,  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  3.  Augtn.  off.  Deeds  of  Purchafe 
and  Exchange,  boxG.  xS.  and  Inrolm, 
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when  Smollet  fays  he  w'as  a very  handfome  gallant 
young  nobleman,  and  very  like  the  late  earl  of  Effexj 
infomiich,  that  the  queen,  then  far  advanced  in  years, 
made  fome  advances  to  him,  which  he  declined.  He 
became  by  this  marriage  polfelfed  of  this  eftate,  and 
built  a noble  manfion  at  a very  large  expence,  on  a 
plealant  eminence  on  the  northern  part  of  it,  which  he 
did  not  finifh  till  the  latter  end  of  king  James  I.’s 
reign,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Somerhill.  In  the 
2 2d  year  of  that  reign  he  was  created  baron  of  .Somer- 
hill,  vifcount  Tunbridge  ; and  in  the  4th  year  of  king 
Charles  I.  earl  of  St.  Albans,  at  which  time  he  had 
likewife  other  Irilh  honors  conferred  on  him,  as  baron 
of  Imaudy,  in  Conaught,  and  vifcount  of  Galloway,^ 
bearing  for  his  arms.  Or,  a crofs  .gules^  in  the  dexter 
canton^  a lion  rampant  fable.  He  refided  much  at 
Somerhill,  and  dv  ing  in  1 636  was  buried  in  T unbridge 
■church.  Ulick,  his  fon  and  heir,  was  long  in  arms 
for  king  Charles  I.  in  Ireland,  whence  being  obliged 
to  fly,  he  took  refuge  in  England,  with  the  king,  who 
in  1645  created  him  marquis  of  Clanrickard.  His 
attachment  to  the  king  was  a fufficient  reafon  for  (he 
parliament  to  declare  him  a delinquent,  and  to  fequef- 
ter  his  eftate,  which  they  did,  and  by  their  ordinance 
of  that  year  granted,  among  other  premifes,  the  ma- 
^nor,  lands,  &c.  parcel  of  the  eftate  of  the  earl  of  St. 
Albans,  before  feized  and  fequeftered  into  the  hands  of 
the  parliament,  as  being  a papift,  called  Somerhill, 
alias  Tunbridge,  and  all  his  goods  there,  to  Robert, 
•earl  of  Eftex,  in  recompence  of  his  heroic  valour, 
prudent  condu6t,  and  unf potted  fidelity  in  that  high  and 
important  command  of  captain-general  of  their  army, 
to  hold  during  his  life,  in  part  of  the  yearly  fum  of 
io,oool.  w'hich  they  had  voted  to  him.  J he  earl  of 
Eflex  died  polfelfed  of  this  eftate,  with  the  Icat  belong- 
ing to  it,  in  1646,  not  without  fufpipion  of  poifon. 


‘ I>ugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  450. 
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and  had  a moft  magnificent  funera],  at  the  charge  of 
the  parliament,  with  a grand  procefTion  of  flate  to  the 
place  of  his  burial,  in  St.  Paul’s  chapel,  in  Weftmin- 
fter  abbey.  Upon  which  it  came  again  into  the  hands 
of  the  parliament,  who,  foon  after  the  king’s  death, 
granted  it  to  John  Bradfhaw,  ferjeant  at  law,  prefidcnt 
of  their  high  court  of  juftice,  for  his  great  fcrvice,  as 
they  termed  it,  to  his  country. He  died  poirefied  of 
it  in  1659,  and  was  buried  with  much  folemnity  in  St. 
Peter’s  church,  in  Weftminfter;  but  next  year  his  body 
was  taken  up  again,  and  hanged  on  the  gallows  at  Ty- 
burn, under  which  it  was  afterwards  buried,  and  the 
head  being  cut  off  was  fet  on  Weftminfter-hall.  He 
was  fucceeded  in  it  by  a natural  fon,  but  the  reftoration 
of  king  Charles  II.  happening  a few  months  after- 
wards, this  eftate  of  South-frith,  with  the  feat  and  park 
of  Somethin,  returned  to  its  lawful  owner  in  the  per- 
fon  of  Margaret,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Ulick, 
marquis  of  Clanrickard,  above-mentioned,  who  had 
' deceafed  in  1659,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  T un- 
bridge, and  there  w'ere  feveral  antient  people,  not  many 
years  fince  alive,  who  remember  an  old  man  in  this 
neighbourhood,  who  was  reputed  to  be  a natural  fon 
of  John  Bradlhaw,  and  reported  to  have  been  once  pof- 
leffed  of  Somerhill. 

The  above  lady  was  then  the  w'ife  of  Charles 
M’Carty,  vifcountMufkerry,eldeftfonofDonough,earl 
of  Clancarty,  who  in  her  right  became  entitled  to  this 
feat  and  eftate.  He  was  killed  in  the  great  engage- 
ment with  the  Dutch  in  Solebay,  in  1665,  being  then 
in  the  duke  of  York’s  Ihip,  by  a cannon  bail,  which 
at  the  fame  time  killed  the  earl  of  Falmouth,  and  Ri- 
chard Boyle,  I'econd  fon  of  the  earl  of  Burlington.  He 
died  without  ilfue,  and  fhe  afterwards  re-married  John 
Villiers,  vifcount  Purbeck,  eldeftfon  of  Sir  John  Vil- 
liers,  vifcount  Purbeck,  the  elder  brother  of  George 

In  1649.  See  Hift,  Independ.  pt.  ii.  p.  250,’ 
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Villiers,  duke  of  Buckingham,  the  great  favorite  of 
king  James  and  king  Charles  I. 

John,  vifcoLint  Purbeck,  the  Ton,  pofl'efled  tiiis 
eftate  in  his  wife’s  right,  and  on  the  death  of  his  mo- 
ther Mary,  countefs  of  Buckingham,  claimed  the 
title  of  earl  of  Buckingham  before  tho  houle  of  lords 
in  1667  ; which  was  not  allowed,  notwithftanding 
which  he  continued  to  take  the  title,  and  always  fub- 
Icribed  himfelf,  Buckingham.  He  died,  leaving  by 
Margaret  his  wife,  one  Ion  John,  who  on  his  death, 
aflumed  likewife  the  title  of  earl  of  Buckingham. 
VVhich  Margaret,  lurviving  her  hufband,  again  pof- 
feffed  this  elf  ate  in  her  own  right,  and  afterwards  re- 
married for  her  third  hulband,  Mr.  commonly  called 
Beau,  Fielding;  having  by  her  expenfive  way  of  life 
wafted  her  eftate,  flie  by  piece-meals  fold  off  a great 
part  of  the  demefne  lands,  lying  moftly  on  the  fouth- 
ern  fide  of  South-frith  to  different  perfons,  and  dying 
in  great  diftrefs,  was  buried  accordingly,  about  the 
year  1698.  _ . 

On  her  death,  her  fon  John  Villiers,  calling  him- 
felf  earl  of  Buckingham,  became  poftelfed  of  Somer- 
hill  houfe  and  park,  which  laft  had  been  let  to  a war- 
rener,  and  thofe  demefnes  of  South  frith  which  re- 
mained pnfold  by  his  mother.  Soon  after  which,  he 
alienated  the  manor  of  South-frith,  with  the  feat  and 
park  ofSomerhill,  and  all  the  lands  whatever  inclofed 
within  the  pales  of  it  to  Dekins  ; and  all  the  reft  ot 
the  demefne  lands  whatfoever  pollefled  by  him  here, 
which  amounted  to  upwards  of  twelve  hundred  acres 
of  land  and  wood  ground,  adjoining  to  the  high  road 
from  Tunbridge  to  Rye,  oppolite  to  Someth  ill  park- 
pales,  and  extending  from  thence  almoft  to  Pembury 
church),  to  Abraham  Hill,  efq.  ot  Sutton  at  Hone, 
in  whofe  name  and  family  they  continued  till  Wil- 
liam Hill,  elq.  of  Carwithenick,  in  Cornwall,  about 
the  year  1768,  alienated  them  to  Mr.  Edw'ardWhat- 
more,  of  Salifbury,  who  quickly  afterwards  fold  them 

to 
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to  James  Templer,  efq.  of  the  city  of  WeftminRer, 
fince  deceafed,  whole  fon  the  Rev.  John  Templer,  is 
the  prefent  poflefforof  them.  But  the  manor  of 
South -FRITH,  with  the  houfe  and  park  of  Somerhilly 
was  devifed  by  Dekins,  who  died  without  ilFue,  to 
Cave,  who  about  1712  conveyed  this  elfate  to  Mr. 
John  Woodgate,  of  Chepfted,  in  Penlhurft.  The 
anceftors  of  whole  family  relided  at  Stonewall,  in 
Chidingftone,  and  bore  for  their  arms.  On  a chevron^ 
three  acorns  between  three  fqtiirrels  fejant.  The  firR 
of  them  that  I have  any  account  of,  married  Joane, 
daughter  of  Robert  Combridge,  of  Coldharbour,  in 
PenlhurR,  whofe  fon  William,  of  Stonewall,  was  fa- 
ther of  John  Woodgate,  the  purchafer  of  Somerhill, 
as  above-mentioned,  to  which  feat  he  removed  from 
PenlhurR,  foon  after  his  purchafc  of  it.  His  eldeR 
fon  William,  was  of  Stonewall,  and  died  unmarried  ; 
Francis,  the  third  and  youngeR,  was  of  Mounttield, 
in  SuH'ex,  clerk,  and  left  three  fons,  William,  of 
whom  hereafter  ; Stephen,  now  of  Sevenoke,  gent, 
and  Henry,  of  Serjeant’s-inn  ; and  fix  daughters,  of 
whom  Mary  was  married  to  John  Adton,  elq.  of  Lon- 
don, and  Alice  to  William  ARiburnham,  efq.  fon  of 
the  late  bilhop  of  ChicheRer. 

Henry,  the  fecond  fon  of  John,  fucceeded  him  in 
this  eRate  of  Somerhill,  but  refided  at  Tunbridgc- 
town,  where  he  died  unmarried  in  1787,  and  by  will 
gave  this  eRate  to  his  eldeR  nephew  William,  fon  of 
the  Rev.  Francis  Woodgate,  of  Mountfield,  as  above- 
mentioned.  He  relided  at  Somerhill  during  his  un- 
cle’s life-time,  and  married  Frances,  the  youngeR 
fiRer  of  Thomas  Hooker,  efq.  late  of  Tunbridge,  by 
whom  he  had  three  fons,  William-Francis,  efq.  now 
of  Tunbridge,  who  married  Mifs  Alnutt,  daughter  ! 
of  Richard  Alnutt,  efq.  of  South-park,  in  PenlhurR ; 
Henry  and  John,  and  three  daughters,  F'rances, 
married  to  Richard  Alnutt,  elq.  of  South-park,  Anne 
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and  Maria.  He  now  refides  at  Somerhill,  of  which 
he  is  the  prefent  owner. 

There  is  a court  baron  held  for  this  manor,  feveral 
of  the  tenants  of  which  hold  by  copy  of  court-roll, 
which  is  not  very  frequent  in  this  part  of  the  county. 

New,  or  Little  Bounds  is  a feat  in  this  parirti, 
fituated  at  the  louthern  bounds  of  it,  and  was  fo 
called  to  diftinguilh  it  from  the  adjoining  feat  of  Old 
Bounds,  in  the  next  parilh  of  Bidborough.  It  was 
built  by  the  lord  chief  baron  Bury,  on  a piece  of 
ground,  part  of  that  eftate,  granted  to  him  by  one  of 
the  family  of  Smith  ; and  palled  from  one  of  his  de- 
fendants, Dorothy,  daughter  of  William  Rokeby, 
efq.  of  Shellow,  in  Yorklhire,  by  Emma  his  wile, 
eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  William  Bury,  ot  Grantham, 
in  Lincolnlhire,  in  marriage,  about  the  latter  end  of 
the  laft  century,  to  Sir  Thomas  I’anlon,  who  died  pof- 
felled  of  it  in  1707.  His  Ion,  Sir  Thomas  I’anlon, 
likewife  refided  here,  and  dying  in  1764,  was  buried 
near  his  father  in  this  church.  On  the  monument. 
ere<S;ed  to  their  memories,  they  are  ftiled  baronets, 
but  I cannot  find  when  the  patent  was  granted  ; he 
left  two  ions,  Thomas  and  John,  and  feveral  daugh- 
ters ; of  whom  Sir  Thomas  I’anlon,  the  eldeft  fon, 
refided  here  at  times,  and  was  gentleman  porter  of  the 
tower  of  London.  He  died  in  1 773,  leaving  his  wi- 
dow furviving,  on  whofe  death  in  I774»  defended 
to  their  fon,  Mr.  John  I’anfon,  and  he  alienated  it  to 
chief  baron  Smythe,  who  died  in  177^’ 
widow  the  lady  Sarah  Smythe,  in  179°’ 
will  devifed  it  to  truftees,  for  the  benefit  of  her  ne- 
phews and  nieces,  and  they  have  fince  fold  it  to  the 
right  hon.  John,  earl  of  Darnley,  the  prefent  owner 
of  it. 

Calverley  is  another  feat,  fituated  likewife  near 
the  louthern  bounds  of  this  parifli,  at  no  great  dil- 
tance  from  Tunbridge-wells,  which  was  many  ye.ars 
ago  the  property^  ot  William  Strong,  efq.  from  w'hom 
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it  came  into  the  potTefTion  of  Thomas  Panuwell,  efq.' 
who  died  unmarried  in  1750,  and  was  buried  in  this 
church.  By  his  will  lie  gave  this  feat  to  his  friend 
Thomas  Smith,  efq.  who  cook  on  him  the  name  of 
Panuwell,  and  dying  in  1786,  was  fuccceded  in  it  by 
his  eldeft  fon  of  the  fame  name,  w'ho  is  the  prefent 
owner,  and  refides  in  it. 

The  priory  of  Tunbridge  w^as  founded  about 
the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  by  Ri- 
chard de  Clare,  the  firft  earl  of  Hertford,  and  lord 
of  tills  place,  for  m.onks  of  the  Premonjlratenjian  or- 
der, commonly  called  zvhite  canons^  and  it  was  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Mary  Magdalen.* 

Richard  de  Clare,  by  his  foundation-charter  to  this 
priory,  fituated  within  his  manor  of  Tonebrigge,  gave 
to  the  canons  regular  in  it,  ten  marcs,  to  be  received 
yearly  from  his  manor  of  Tonebrigge  ; and  51s.  5d. 
to  be  received  from  all  the  alhirts,  old  as  w^ell  as  new, 
of  his  land  called  Dennemannejhrock^  in  Yalding  ; and 
likewife  yearly  one  hundred  and  twenty  hogs  in  his 
foreft  of  Tunbridge,  free  from  pannage  ; and  that  the 
canons  ihould  have  two  horfes  (fummarios)  everyday, 
to  carry  the  dead  wood  home  to  them,  from  out  of 
his  woods  neareft  and  moft  convenient  to  them  ; and 
one  dag  yearly  to  betaken  by  the  earl’s  men. 

All  which  they  enjoyed  afterwards  uninterrupted, 
as  appears  by  an  inquifition  taken  in  the  19th  year  of 
king  Edward  II.'' 

In  the  5'ear  1351,  a fudden  and  dreadful  fire  hap- 
pened in  this  priory,  which  confumed  every  part  of  . 
it  to  the  foundations,  together  with  all  their  habits, 
ornaments,  jewels,  and  furniture;  but  thefe  were  foon 
afterwards  re-edified,  in  aid  of  which  the  church  of 
Leghe  was  appropriated  to  it,  in  the  inftrument  for 
which,  the  church,  chapter- houfe,  dormitory,  refec- 

‘ Stev  Mon.  vol.  h.  p.  145.  Tan.  Mon.  p.  212. 

Duj?d.  Mon.  vol.  ii.  p.  258. 
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tory,  library,  and  veftry,  of  this  priory,  then  de- 
ftroyed,  are  faid  to  have  been  edifida  fplendida  et 
nobilia. 

This  priory  remained  afterwards  without  any  cir- 
cumftaiice  happening  to  it  worth  mentioning,  till  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VTII.  when  cardinal  VVolfey, 
being  defirous  of  founding  two  colleges,  one  at  Ipf- 
wich,  and  the  other  at  Oxford,  and  finding  there  were 
feveral  mean  monafteries  in  England,  where  both  the 
'revenues  and  the  number  of  religious  were  too  fmall 
to  keep  up  regular  difcipline,  church  fervice,  and  hof- 
pitality,  obtained  a bull  from  the  pope,  in  1 524,  for 
lupprefling,  with  the  king’s  leave,  as  many  fmall  mo- 
nafteries as  were  requi'fite  to  raife  a revenue  not  ex- 
ceeding three  thoufand  ducats  per  annum.  To  which 
the  king  having  confented,  this  priory,  with  feventeeii 
other  fmall  ones  in  different  counties,  was  fupprefled ; 
at  which  time  it  appears,  the  fpiritualities  of  it  were 
valued  at  48I.  iis.  4d.  and  the  temporalities  at 
120I.  1 8s.  ltd.  in  the  whole  169I.  10s.  3d.  per  an- 
num ; which  revenues  lay  in  the  feveral  counties  of 
Kent,  Cambridge,  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  and  Surry.* 

After  which  the  king,  in  his  17th  year,  granted  the 
feveral  fiippreded  monafteries,  and  this  of  Tunbridge 
among  them,  together  with  all  their  manors,  lands, 
and  poireiTions,  to  the  cardinal,  for  the  better  endow- 
ment of  his  college,  called  Cardinal  college,  in  Ox- 
ford ; which  letters  patent  were  confirmed  by  others 
foon  afterwards."*  But  this  great  prelate  being  caft 
in  a pranmnire,  about  four  years  afterwards,  all  the 
poffeffions  of  that  college,  which  for  want  of  time 
had  not  been  firmly  fettled  on  it,  were  forfeited  to  the 
king,  and  became  part  of  the  royal  revenue  of  the 
crown. 

* Inquifition  in  the  Cardinals  bundle,  in  the  Chapter-houfe, 
at  Weftminllcr.  Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xiv.  p.  156. 
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King  Edward  VI.  in  his  4th  year,  granted  an^eng' 
other  premifes  in  this  parilh,  as  has  been  mentioned 
already  before,  the  late  priory  of  Tunbridge,  and  the 
rnanors,  lands,  and  pofleffions  of  it  in  this  county,  to 
John  Dudley,  earl  of  Warwick,  to  hold  in  capite  by 
knights  fervice.  All  which  premifes  the  earl,  by  the 
title  of  duke  of  Northumberland,  he  having  been  fo 
created,  re-conveyed  in  the  yth  year  of  that  reign, 
to  the  king,  in  exchange  for  other  premifes,"  Queen 
Mary  granted  the  priory,  with  the  pofleffions  in  this 
county,  late  belonging  to  it,  and  the  reft  of  the  pre- 
mifes  above-mentioned,  to  cardinal  Reginald  Pole, 
archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  to  hold  during  his  life  and 
one  year  after,  as  he  fhould  by  his  will  determine.  He 
died  in  1558,  and,  as  it  feems,  without  any  particular 
devife  of  them  upon  which  they  again  became  part 
of  the  revenues  of  the  crown. 

Queen  Elizabeth  granted  the  fcite  of  this  priory  to 
Sir  Henry  Sidney,  and  afterwards  to  Dame  Urfula 
Walflngham.  It  afterwards  paflfed  into  the  pofTeffion 
of  the  lady  vilcountefs  Purbeck,  who  fold  it  to  one 
of  the  family  of  Poley,  in  which  it  continued  till  it 
was  devifed  by  will  to  George  Weller,  efq.  of  Tun- 
bridge, who  bore  for  his  arms,  Sable^  izvo  chevronels 
betiveen  three  rofes  argent.  He  took  on  him  the  name 
of  Poley,  and  afterwards  refided  at  Boxted-hall,  in 
Suffolk,  and  his  fon,  George  Weller  Poley,  efq.  of 
that  place,  afterwards  poffefled  it  and  died  in  1780, 
on  which  this  eftate  became  the  property  of  his  next 
brother,  the  Rev.  John  Weller  Poley,  clerk. 

The  buildings  of  this  priory  appear  to  have  been 
very  extenfive,  from  the  foundations  dill  vifible  • 
what  remains  of  them  feem  to  have  been  fome  part 
of  the  great  hall,  and  the  chapel,  which  is  at  prefent 
made  ufe  of  as  a barn  and  oaft-ftowage,  and  fuch. 

Augintniaiion  oiF.  Inrolm.  and  Deeds  ofPurch.  and  Bxch. 
box  H.  i;. 
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like  ufes.  Meflrs.  Buck,  in  1735,  engraved  a foiith 
view  of  the  ruins  of  this  priory. 

About  fixty  years  ago,  there  was  dug  up  among 
thefe  ruins  a ftone  coffin,  containing  a Ikeleton, 
which,  on  being  expofed  to  the  air,  quickly  moul- 
dered into  duft. 

In  the  priory  grounds,  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the 
fcite  of  it  fouthward,  is  a well  dedicated  to  St.  Mar- 
garet, which  was  formerly  walled  round,  and  had  great 
refort  to  it  before  Tunbridge  Wells  came  in  vogue. 
It  appears  by  the  ochreous  fediment  to  be  ftrongly 
impregnated  with  mineral,  but  does  not  fparkle  like 
the  water  of  thofe  wells. 

The  free  grammar  school,  which  Hands  at 
the  north  end  of  the  town  of  Tunbridge,  is  of  the 
foundation  of  Sir  Andrew  Judde,  a native  of  this 
town,  citizen  and  Ikinner  of  London,  and  lord-mayor 
in  the  5th  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  He  erefted  the 
fchool-houfe  with  fome  other  buildings  belonging  to 
it,  and  intending  to  endow  it  he  purchafed  lands  in 
the  name  of  himlelf,  and  Henry  Filher  entrufling  the 
management  of  them  and  the  fchool  to  the  Skinners 
company  in  London.  After  which  he  procured  the 
king’s  letters  patent,  anno  7 Edward  VI.  for  the  found- 
ing of  it ; and  that  the  majler^  zvardens^  and  com- 
monalty of  Jkinners  fliould  be  governors  of  the  poflef- 
lions,  lands,  and  goods  of  the  fchool,  to  be  called  the 
free  grammar  fchool  of  Sir  Andrew  Judde,  in  the  town 
of  Tunbridge. 

Sir  Andrew  Judde  died  in  1558,  and  by  his  will  be- 
queathed the  lands  fo  purchafed,  to  that  company, 
for  the  purpole  of  this  fchool  ; and  they  were  af- 
figned  accordingly  by  Henry  Fiflier,  above  men- 
tioned, but  after  his  death  Andrew  Filher,  his  fon, 
endeavoured  to  impeach  thole  conveyances  ; but  the 
whole  being  examined  in  parliament,”  in  the  14th  year 

• Journals  of  Houfe  of  Commons,  anno  15  Elizabeth,  1572. 
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of  queen  Elizabeth,  an  a<5t  palfed  for  the  affurance  of 
the  lands  to  this  fchool  ; and  again  afterwards,  upon 
a folemn  hearing  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  upon  the 
petition  of  the  company,  with  the  confent  of  Fidier, 
the  former  act  was  confirmed  that  year,  anno.  3 1 
queen  Elizabeth,  by  another  ait,  for  the  better  af- 
furing  of  the  lands  and  tenements  of  this  fchool, 
thofe  left  by  the  will  of  Sir  Andrew  Judde,  for  the 
maintenance  of  this  fchool  and  other  charities,  to  the 
Skinners  company,  amounted  then  to  56I.  os.  4d.  per 
annum,  and  were  fituated  in  different  parifhes  in  the 
city  of  London,  and  in  St.  Pancras  near  it.’’ 

About  which  time,  the  mafter  of  this  fchool  had 
twenty  pounds  per  annum,  and  the  ulher  of  it  eight 
pounds  per  annum,  the  reparations  of  the  buildings  of 
it,  and  the  charges  at  the  examination  of  the  Icholars 
amounted  yearly  to  50I.  2s.  3d.  and  there  were  fix 
fcholars  maintained  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  which 
coft  the  company  yearly  thirty  pounds. 

Since  which,  the  company  of  Jkinnen  have  executed 
this  truft  with  great  liberality,  having  both  improved 
and  augmented  the  original  foundation.  They  have 
doubled  the  falary  of  the  mafter,  allowed  a handfome 
annual  gratuity  to  the  ulher,  befides  his  ftipend,  and 
have  ufually  given  annuities  lor  life  to  fuch  fuperan- 
‘ nuated  malters,  who  have  flood  in  need  of  them,  and 
have  fometimes  continued  them  to  their  reprefen- 
tatives. 

I'he  original  building  of  this  fchool  extends  in  front 
upwards  of  one  hundred  feet  in  length.  It  is  con- 
ftruAed  in  a plain,  but  neat  and  uniform  ftile,  with 
the  fand-ftone  of  the  neighbouring  country.  At  the 
back  part  of  it,  there  is  a confiderable  addition  to  the 
mafler’s  habitation,  eredted  by  the  Skinner’s  company 
in  1676,  together  with  a hall  or  refeftory,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  fcholars  j and  a fmall,  yet  elegant  library  built 

p Sirype  Slow’s  Survey,  book  v,  p.  61,  187,  188. 
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at  the  joint  expence  of  the  patrons  of  the  fchool,  and 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cawthorn,  late  matter  of  it.  There 
are  alfo  detached  offices,  a garden,  and  a play-ground 
belonging  to  it. 

By  the  charter  of  king  Edward  VI.  the  college  of 
All  Souls  were  appointed  vifitors,  in  cafe  any  ditpute 
fliould  arife  j indeed,  in  the  charter  it  is  written. 
Collegium  omnium  SanBorum  ; bur  as  there  is  no  luch 
college,  and  the  founder  of  this  fchool  being  of  con- 
fanguinity  to  archbilhop  Chichele,  the  founder  of  that 
college,  the  late  learned  Sir  William  Blackftpne  was 
of  opinion,  that  the  word  fanBorum  was  a miftake  of 
the  tranfcriber  for  animarum^  and  that  the  college  of 
All  Souls  was  meant  by  the  founder  for  this  part  of  the 
truft  ; though  it  is  not  upon  record,  that  thefe  vi- 
fitors have  at  any  time  been  appealed  to. 

'Jhe  Jiatutes  of  the  fchool  were  perufed,  approved, 
and  fubfcribed  by  archbifhop  Parker.and  Dr.  Nowell, 
dean  of  St.  Paul’s.  Among  other  matters  contained 
in  them,  it  is  ordained,  that  the  mafler  of  the  fchool 
fhall  be  a mafter  of  arts,  if  it  may  be,  and  that  the 
ufher -fliall  be  chofen  by  him  ; and  that  the  mafter 
fhall  have  authority  to  reject  fuch  as  apply  for  gratis 
inftru(5lion,  or  day  boys,  unlefs  they  can  write  com- 
petently, and  read  Latin  and  Englilh  perfeftly.  But 
difputes  having  arifen  concerning  the  extent  of  the 
freedom  of  the  fchool,  in  1693  an  appeal  was  made 
from  the  town  of  Tunbridge  to  the  Skinners  com- 
pany, who  thereupon  limited  its  freedom  according 
to  the  words  of  the  charter  to  the  emolument,  Juve- 
num  in  villa  et  patria  adjacently  of  the  boys  inhabiting 
the  town  and  adjacent  country;  and  this,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  the  late  lord  chancellor  Yorke,  was 
a very  fair  and  reafonable  conftruftipn.  Notwith- 
ftanding  which,  another  warm  difpute  on  this  fubjedt 
arofe  again  in  1764  ; when  after  confulting  the  moft 
learned  men  of  thelaw,  viz.  Yorke,  Norton,  De  Grey, 
Blackftone,  and  Hulfey , it  wasrefol  ved  at  a court  holden 
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by  the  Skinners  at  their  hall  in  17 65,  that  the  children 
of  the  town  and  parilh  of  Tunbridge,  who  could 
write  competently,  and  read  Latin  and  Englifh  per- 
fedly,  fhould  be  inftrufted  on  proper  application  to 
the  mafter,  without  payment  of  any  confideration  ex- 
cepting the  ftatutable  entrance-money ; but  judge 
Blackftone  was  of  opinion,  that  the  college  of  All 
Souls  ought  to  have  been  confulted.  a 

The  greateft  benefactor  to  this  fchool,  next  to  the 
founder,  was  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  fecond  fon  of  Cuf- 
tomer  Smith,  by  Alice,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  An- 
drew Judde  before-mentioned,  who  bequeathed  lands 
to  the  Skinners  company  in  truft,  among  other  pur- 
pores,topay  to  the  mafter  of  this  fchool  ten  pounds  per 
annum  ; to  the  ufher  of  it  five  pounds ; to  fix  Icho- 
lars  to  be  elected  to  the  univerfity  from  it  fixty  pounds 
per  annum  ; to  the  Skinners  company  towards  the 
expence  of  their  annual  vifitations,  an  account  of 
which  will  be  given  hereafter,  61.  1 3s.  4d.  per  annum  ; 
and  alio  the  lum  of  twenty-tour  pounds  per  annum, 
to  buy  apiece  of  cloth,  to  be  diftributed  to  twenty- 
four  poor  perlons,  one  piece  of  it  to  each  of  them,  at 
the  annual  vifitation  above-mentioned. 

There  are  feveral  exhibitions  appropriated  to  this 
fchool,  befides  thofe  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith  above- 
mentioned,  which  were  to  be  paid  in  exhibitions  of 
ten  pounds  a year  each,  for  feven  years,  to  fix  poor 
fcholars,  who  fliould  go  immediately  from  it  to  either 
of  the  univerfities. 

Mr.  Filber,  Sir  Andrew  Judde’s  executor,  in  1562 
endowed  an  exhibition  for  a fcholar,  who  Ihould  go 
to  Oxford  from  this  fchool.  Mr.  Lewis  endowed  an 
exhibition  for  one  fcholar,  going  from  hence  to  Cam- 
bridge. Sir  James  Lancafter,  in  1620,  endowed  four 
more  exhibitions,  for  fuch  as  Ihould  go  to  either  of 
the  univerfities.'^  Mr.  Worrall  gave  two  exhibitions- 
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of  fix  pounds  a year  each  to  fcholars,  who  Oiould 
have  (pent  two  full  years  in  the  upper  clafs.  The  will 
direds,  that  the  perfon  chofen  by  the  Skinners  com- 
pany to  one  of  their  own  exhibitions  may  allb  enjoy 
one  of  thefe,  or  if  there  fliould  be  any  one  fcholar 
recommended  by  the  mafter,  as  qualified  in  an  emi- 
nent degree  above  others,  he  may  enjoy  both  Mr. 
AVorrall’s  exhibitions  as  they  fall,  if  the  head  and  fe- 
nior  fellows  of  the  college  fignify  their  concurrence. 
Thomas  Lampard,  in  1593,  gave  an  exhibition  of 
four  marcs,  to  be  paid  quarterly  to  a poor  fcholar  of 
Tunbridge  parifh  and  fchool,  who  Ihould  be  pre- 
ferred to  St.  John’s  college,  in  Oxford,  upon  Sir  Tho- 
mas White’s  foundation  of  a fellowflhp  there,  for  the 
firft  five  years  after  his  going  there. 

■ Robert  Holmedon  bequeathed  by  his  laft  will  four 
pounds  a year  in  the  dilpolal  of  the  Leatherfellers 
company,  to  be  given  to  a Icholar  of  this  fchool 
on  failure  of  a claimant  from  another  Ichool,  at  the  _ 
time  of  vacancy.  Sir  Thomas  While  direded  by  his 
will,  that  in  the  choice  of  a bible  clerk,  or  jTuiitv.us 
of  his  college  of  St.  John,  in  Oxford,  a preference 
fliould  be  given  to  the  candidates  educated  at  either 
of  the  fchools  which  fupply  that  college,  of  which 
Tunbridge  IS  one.  The  lalary  and  emoluments  aic 
thirty  pounds  per  annum,  and  it  is  compatible  with 
any  of  the  above-mentioned  exhibitions,  and  is  now 
enjoyed  by  a fcholar  of  this  fchool,  together  with  one 
of  Sir  Thomas  Smith’s  exhibitions’.  Sir  Thomas 
White  w'as  lord -mayor  of  London  in  1354,  and  of 
the  Merchant  Taylors  company.  His  charities  vveie 
moft  liberal  and  extenfive.  He  was  an  intimate  fiiend 
of  5ir  Andrew  |udde,  and  pyopta  cxi'UiJ'-w  (iinoicni  lu 
eum,  as  the  ftatutes  of  his  college  of  St.  John  tell  Uo, 
gave  one  of  his  fellowlhips  tol'unbridge  Ichool,  which 
was  founded  but  a little  while  belore  that  college. 
The  probationary,  fellow,  or  fcholar,  when  nomi- 
nated, mud  be  fent  immediately  from  the  fchool  ; 

R 3 that 


246  LOWY  OF  TUNBRIDGE. 

that  is,  he  muft  not  have  left  the  fchool  before  the 
vacancy  ; for  the  ftatute  exprefsly  fays,  that  the  elec- 
tors ex  fuis  Jcholis  mittendos  curent^  and  it  diredts  that  1 
the  nomination  of  the  fellow  fhall  be  made  by  the  I 
Protores  vel  Seniore!>  of  the  feveral  corporate  towns 
from  which  fellows  are  fent  to  St.  John’s  college,  but 
as  Tunbridge  is  not  a corporation,  nor  has  either  mayors  , 

or  aldermen  or  any  fuch,  who  anfwer  the  above  de- 
(cription  in  it,  there  have  been  great  debates  to  whom 
the  elcdlion  properly  belongs.  The  nomination  has 
always  hitherto  been  figned  by  the  mafler  and  a few 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  the  col- 
lege has  invariably  admitted  its  validity,  though  op- 
ponents have  more  than  once  endeavoured  to  let  it 
alide. 

Lady  Margaret,  relidl  of  Sir  William  Bofwell,  in 
1692,  by  will,  bequeathed  a farm,  called  Halywell,  at 
Burnham,  in  Effex,  to  truftees,  to  difpole  of  the  yearly 
. rents  to  leveral  charitable  ufes  5 among  which,  to 
Jefus  college,  in  Cambridge,  for  two  Icholarfhips, 
twelve  pounds  per  annum  each  ; the  fcholars  to  be 
called  Sir  William  Bolwell’s  Icholars,  and  to  be  cho- 
fen  out  of  Sevenoke  fchool,  and  for  want  of  lads  fit- 
ting there,  then  from  this  fchool  of  Tunbridge,  and 
upon  every  vacancy,  three  pounds  a piece  to  two  of 
the  fellows  of  that  college,  to  come  over  and  prove 
the  capacities  of  the  lads.  Mr.  John  Strong  left  by 
will  a fum  of  money  in  truft,  for  the  apprenticing  to 
fome  marine  bulinefs,  a fcholar,  educated  at  the  great 
. fchool  at  Tunbridge  ; but  it  does  not  appear,  that 
this  bequefi.  has  ever  been  claimed  by  any  fcholar  of 
this  fchool. 

This  fchool  continues  under  the  management  of 
the  company  of  Skinners,  w'ho,  in  purfuance  of  the 
flatutes,  vifit  it  annually  in  the  month  of  May,  at  a 
very  confiderable  expence,  when  they  are  attended, 
as  the  flatutes  dired,  by  a very  refpedtable  clergyman 
of  London,  wdiofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  examine  the  feveral 
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claffes  of  the  fchool.  On  the  arrival  of  the  company, 
&c.  in  their  carriages,  at  the  gates  of  the  fchool,  a 
congratulatory  oration  in  Latin  isfpoken  by  the  head 
boy.  The  company  then  proceed  to  church,  where 
they  diftribute  bread,  money,  and  cloaths  to  a num- 
ber of  poor  perfons  of  the  parithes  of  Tunbridge, 
Bidborough,  and  Speldhurfl,  according  to  the  will  of 
Sir  Thomas  Smith.  On  their  return,  afuT  a cold 
collation,  they  furvey  the  buildings,  and  give  orders 
for  all  necetrary  repairs.  They  next  proceed  to  the 
the  fchool,  where,  after  a few  Latin  orations,  the 
examination  begins  ; at  the  clofe  of  which  the  whole 
company,  which  confifts,  befides  the  vifitors  and  their 
friends,  of  the  neighbouring  gentry  and  clergy,  retire 
to  dinner,  which  is  ferved  up  in  the  library,  and  in 
other  rooms  in  the  mafter’s  houle.  At  five  o’clock 
they  return  to  the  Ichool,  and  the  grammatical  dif- 
putations,  a very  antient  exercife,  arc  commenced  by 
the  fix  fenior  fcholars.  Thefe  exercifes  conclude  with 
the  repetition  of  Englifli  or  Latin  verles.  The  exa- 
miner then  diflributes,  according  to  the  flatures,  as  an 
honorary  reward,  a filver  pen  gilt,  to  each  of  the  fix 
fenior  fcholars,  who  on  that  day  walk  in  proceffion  to 
the  church,  before  their  patrons,  with  garlands  of 
frefli  flowers  on  their  heads,  fuch  is  the  form  which 
has  been  conftantly  obferved  everfince  the  foundation 
of  the  fchool. 

Jt  has  always  maintained  a good  reputation,  as 
well  for  the  learning  of  the  fcholars  educated  in  it,  as 
the  eminent  abilities  of  the  mafters  who  have  had  from 
time  to  time  the  care  of  it.  But  the  regifter  of  the 
fchool  having  been  irregularly  kept,  I have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  a complete  lid  of  the  latter ; the 
following  are  the  only  names  of  the  mafters  that  I 
have  met  with. 

John  Pro5ior,  A.  M.  JirJl  majler  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Elizabeth. 
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Thomas  Horne,  A.  M.  about  1636,  refigned  about 
1646." 

Nicholas  Grey,  D.  D.  about  1650,  refigned  1660.* 
John  Goad,  B.  D.  in  1660,  refigned  i66i,‘ 

fVajfe,  A.  M.  obt.  1 700. 

Thomas  Roots,  A.  M,  in  1730,  obt.  1714. 

Richard  Spencer,  A.  M.  in  1714,  refigned  1743. 
James  Cawthorn,  1743,  obt.  in  1761.“ 

Johnfon  Towers,  A.  M.  1761,  obt.  1770. 

Vicefimus  Knox,  LL.  B.  in  1771,  refigned  1778.'^ 
Vuefimus  Knox,  D,  D.  1778,  the  prefent  mafter.* 

CHAKUIES. 

Sir  Thomas  Smith,  of  London,  in  1624,  gave  by  will 
to  the  poor  of  Tunbridge  and  Bidborough,  twelve  fourpenny 
loaves  of  wheaten  bread  weekly  forever;  and  alfo  to  each  of 
the  faid  poor  yearly,  cloth  for  winter  garments  of  the  value  of 
20s.  payable  by  the  Skinners  company,  now  of  the  annual 
amount  of  22I.  8s. 

John  Brightling,  of  Tunbridge,  in  1648,  gave  by  will 
fix  two  penny  loaves  of  bread  to  fix  poor  houlholders  of  this 
town  ; and  to  the  poor  of  the  town,  two  houfes  in  Mill,  alias 
Eaft  lane,  for  alms-houfes.  The  former  bequeft  is  veiled  in 
Martha  Summerlham,  who  pays  for  the  bread  of  2I.  12s.  per 
annum  produce  ; the  latter  have  been  exchanged  for  two  houfes 
of  a greater  value,  and  are  inhabited  by  the  poor. 

William  Sulham,  citizen  and  merchant  taylor  of  London, 
in  1578  gave  by  will  an  annuity  of  3I.  2s.  to  the  poor  of  this 
parifh  for  ever,  ifTuing  out  of  lands  belonging  to  Thomas 
Hooker,  efq. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Ward,  of  London,  widow,  in  1664,  gave 
by  will  50s.  per  annum  for  ever  to  the  poor  of  this  town,  pay- 
able out  of  tithes.  ^ 

r He  refigned  on  being  advanced  to  the  mafterfhip  of  Eton  fchool.  Wood’s 
Ath.  vol.  ii.  p.  178. 

* He  was  nrft  mafler  of  the  Charter-houfe  fchool ; after  which  hewasfuc- 
ceflively  mafler  of  Merchant  Taylors  and  of  Eton  fchools,  from  which  laft, 
as  well  as  from  his  fellowihip  and  living,  he  was  oufled  by  the  Pielbyterians, 
and  was  put  to  great  diftreffes,  till  at  length  he  obtained  this  fchool  at  or  be- 
fore the  rule  of  Oliver.  Wood’s  Ath.  vol.  ii.  p.  252. 

I He  refigned  on  being  made  mailer  of  Merchant  Taylors  fchool.  Wood’s 
Ath.  vol.  ii.  p.  838. 

“ He  was  buried  in  this  church. 

w He  retired  after  his  refignation  to  Penlhurft,  where  he  died  in  1780,  and 
was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  Tunbridge  church, 

* Late  fellow  of  St.  John’s  college,  Oxford,  and  author  of  feveral  learned 
and  well  written  publications. 

Robert 
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Robert  Goodhugh,  of  Tunbridge,  in  1662,  gave  by  will 
to  the  poor  of  this  parilh  ^os.  per  annum  for  ever,  paid  out  of 
lands  belonging  to  Richard  Hills  and  others^ 

Thom  AS  Lampard,  of  T unbridge,  in  1593,  gave  by  his 
will  to  the  poor  of  this  parifh,  a houfe  in  the  town  called  the 
White. horfe,  near  the  Market. crofs,  now  of  the  annual  pro- 
duce of  9I. 

Francis  Skeffington,  efq.  of  Tunbridge,  in  1684  gave 
by  will  210I.  to  purchafe  an  annuity  to  provide  twelve  four- 
penny  loaves  of  wheaten  bread  weekly  for  ever,  for  twelve  poor 
people  of  this  town  and  Hilden  borough,  conftant  frecjuenters 
of  the  church  ; and  in  1695  truftees  purchafed  an  annuity 
of  lol.  10s.  ilTuing  out  of  the  Rofe  and  Crown  inn  in  this  town, 
to  the  ufes  of  his  will. 

John  Petley,  gent,  of  Tunbridge,  in  170;,  gaveby  will, 
fix  four  penny  loaves  of  wheaten  bread  to  fix  poor  people  of 
this  town,  to  be  paid  out  of  lands  in  Brenchley,  now  veiled  in 
John  Hooker,  efq.  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  5I.  4s. 

George  Petley,  gent,  of  Tunbridge,  gave  by  will  200I. 
to  be  laid  out  in  building  fix  alms-houfes,  which  was  afterwards 
done  in  Tunbridge  town  ; and  the  yearly  fum  of  5I.  4s  for  fix 
four-penny  loves  to  be  dillribuied  weekly  to  the  poor  ; and  the 
fum  of  3I.  for  ever,  for  the  repair  of  the  houfes,  and  if  there 
were  no  repairs  wanting,  then  to  the  poor  therein  placed  ; and 
3I.  per  annum  to  the  minifter,  to  preach  a fermon  on  Good- 
Friday  ; the  monies  to  be  paid  out  of  the  tithe-wards  of  Hayf- 
den  and  Little  Barden  in  this  parilh. 

Carew  FIolfor  D,  gent,  of  Tunbridge,  in  1732  gave  by 
deed  an  annuity  of  50s.  per  annum,  to  be  paid  out  of  lands 
veiled  in  Samuel  Mills,  to  provide  fix  poor  people  of  this  town 
with  fix  two-penny  loaves  of  wheaten  bread,  and  of  the  annual 
produce  of  2I.  12s. 

Thomas  Deakins,  gent,  of  Tunbridge,  in  1707,  gave  to 
this  parilh  50I.  to  put  out  ten  poor  boys  apprentices  ; and  50I. 
more  to  the  poor,  which  was  laid  out  in  building  two  alms- 
houfes. 

George  Children,  efq.  of  Tunbridge,  in  1713  gaveby 
will  to  the  poor  of  Hilden  borough,  in  Tunbridge,  twelve 
four  penny  loaves  of  wheaten  bread  weekly  for  ever,  to  be  paid 
out  of  lands  in  Tunbridge  and  Lyghe,  veiled  in  George  Chil- 
dren, efq.  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  rol.  8s. 

John  Willard,  of  Tunbridge,  in  1719,  gave  an  annuity 
of  61.  per  annum  forever,  ilfuing  out  of  lands  in  this  parilh, 
to  the  churchwardens  and  overfeers  of  the  poor  of  Tunbridge, 
to  be  employed  in  thefchooling  and  inllrudling  eight  poor  chil- 
dren of  this  parilh,  none  to  continue  longer  at  fchool  than  three 
years. 


Henry 
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Henry  Bristow,  of  Tunbridge,  gave  by  his  wiJl  to  fix 
poor  people  of  this  parifh,  fix  two  penny  loaves  of  bread  weekly 
for  ever,  to  be  paid  out  of  lands  in  this  parifh,  veiled  in  Thomas 
Oliver, 

William  Strong,  efq.  gave  by  will  in  1713,  for  putting 
out  poor  children  apprentices,  and  the  furplus,  if  any,  to  be 
lent  to  them,  when  out  of  their  times,  for  five  years,  without 
interefl,  about  forty  acres  of  land  in  Tunbridge,  the  truflees  are 
all  dead,  and  the  trufl  not  renewed,  but  the  churchwardens 
receive  the  rents,  and  employ  them  for  the  above  purpofe,  now 
of  the  annual  produce  of  14I. 

George  Putland  gave  in  1740  by  deed,  for  putting  chil- 
dren to  fchool,  in  aid  of  a charity  fchool,  whilfl  any  fuch  fhall 
be  fuppTrted  by  voluntary  fubfcriptions,  but  when  that  fails, 
then  to  feed  the  needy  poor,  an  annuity  of  2I.  12s.  ifTuingouc 
of  lands  in  Tunbridge,  which  fum  is  paid  to  the  fchoolmafler 
of  the  charity  fchool. 

Elizabeth  Weller,  of  Tunbridge,  fpinfler,  in 
gave  by  will  an  annnity  of  61.  per  annum  for  ever  to  the  mini- 
ftcr  of  Tunbridge,  and  his  fucceflbrs,  to  preach  a fermon  on 
every  Afcenfion-day. 

George  Hooper,  of  Tunbridge,  fcrivener,  gave  one  dozen 
and  a half  of  leathern  buckets  for  the  ufe  of  this  town,  and  in 
1720,  gave  a brazen  fconce  to  this  church  ; and  by  his  will  in 
^ 7‘>9>  gave  a fum  of  500I.  to  new  pew  and  pave  at,  which  was 
expended  accordingly  by  his  truflees. 

Sir  Thomas  Dyke,  bart.  of  Lullingflone,  in  1750, fettled 
by  deed'an  annuity  of  9I.  to  be  expended  in  inflrudting  fo  many 
boys  and  girls  as  could  be  taught  for  it ; the  boys  to  be  taught 
to  read  and  write  Englifh,  and  call  accounts  ; the  girls  to  read 
Englifh,  knit,  and  few  plain  work.  The  children  to  be  found 
from  T unbridge  and  Eynsford,  of  which  Eynsford  to  find  two, 
and  the  refl  from  Tunbridge,  two  of  which  lall  to  be  out  of 
Hilden  borough,  if  there  to  be  had.  The  objefts  of  this  cha- 
rity are,  fuch  poor  children  only,  whofe  parents  are  not  able, 
of  their  own  fubflance,  to  have  them  fo  inflrudled. 

There  is  a charity  fchool \o  this  parifh,  fupported  partly  by 
the  above-mentioned  legacy  of  9’.  of  Sir  Thomas  Dyke,  bart. 
and  partly  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  parifh. 

Tunbridge  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and 
Sr.  Paul,  is  a large  handfome  building,  having  a 
fquare  tower  at  the  w'eft  end.  It  was  much  orna- 
mented 
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mented  and  new  pewed  fome  years  ago,  by  Mr. 
Hooper’s  legacy  before-mentioned. 

There  are  many  monuments  in  the  different  parts 
of  it  for  the  owners  of  eftates  and  principal  inhabi- 
tants of  thisparifh,  moft  of  whom  are  mentioned  be- 
fore in  the  defcriptions  of  their  feats  and  eftates,  as 
having  been  buried  in  it,  but  much  too  numerous 
to  be  repeated  here  ; in  the  church-yard  there  are 
many  altar  tombs  of  them  likewife. 

At  the  fouth-eaft  corner  is  a handfome  tomb  of 
white  marble,  with  a well  carved  urn  ftanding  on  it, 
erecfted  to  the  memory  of  the  celebrated  Anne  Elliot, 
the  affrefs,  a native  ot  thisparifli,  whofe  remains  are 
depofited  in  the  vault  underneath  it.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  Elliot,  and  died  in 
1769,  set.  26.  The  following  elegant  verfes  are  on 
the  north  fide  of  it. 

Of  rnatchlefs  form,  adorn'd  with  wit  refin  d., 

A feeling  heart,  and  an  enlighten  d mind ; 

Of  fofteji  manners,  beauty's  rarejl  blootn. 

Here  Elliot  lies  and  moulders  in  her  tomb. 

Oh  bleft  with  genius  ! early  fnatch'd  away ; 

The  mufe  that  joyful  mark'd  thy  op'ning  ray. 

Now,  fad  reverfe  / attends  thy  mournful  bier, 

■ And  o'er  thy  relics  Jheds  the  gujhing  tear. 

Here  Fancy  oft'  the  hallow' d mould  fiall  tread. 

Recall  THEE  living,  and  lament  thee  dead : 

Here  Friendjhip  off  fall  figh  till  life  be  o'er  ; 

And  Death  Jhall  bid  thy  image  charm  no  more. 

Gilbert  de  Clare,  earl  of  Hertford,  is  faid  to  have 
given  this  church  to  the  monks  of  Lewes,  in  Suffex  ; 
however  that  be,  on  his  death  without  iflue  in  1151, 
his  brother  and  heir  Roger  de  Clare,  earl  of  Hertford, 
refumed  the  property  of  it,  givdng  the  monks  the 
church  of  Blechingley  in  exchange  for  it,  and  in  the 
next  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  by  his  charter,  gave  to 
the  brethren  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  John  of  Jerulalem, 
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the  church  of  Tunbridge,  with  the  chapel  and  ap- 
purtenances belonging  to  it,  to  the  ufe  of  the  poor  of 
that  hofpital,  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms.  And  by 
another  grant,  he  gave  and  confirmed  to  them  thead- 
vowfon  of  this  church,  and  the  right  which  he  had 
in  it.  Pope  Clement  IV.  anno  1267,  granted  li- 
cence to  the  prior  and  brethren  of  the  hofpital  to  take 
poffeffion  of  this  church  as  an  appropriation  on  the 
firft  vacancy  of  it,  provided,  tliat  a fit  portion  from 
the  income  of  it  was  affigned  to  a perpetual  vicar 
ferving  in  it,  for  his  maintenance  and  the  fupport  of 
the  burthens  of  the  church,  and  they  were  that  year 
admitted  into  pofleflion  of  it. 

In  the  5 2d  year  of  king  Henry  III.  it  was  affirmed 
that  the  bilhop  received  an  annual  penfion  of  three 
marcs  from  the  parifh  church  of  T unbridge  towards 
the  revenues  of  his  table.  In  the  7th  year  of  king 
Edward  II.  it  was  certified  to  the  king’s  treafurer,  in 
obedience  to  the  king’s  writ,  that  the  prior  of  the  hof- 
pital pofleffed  the  appropriation  of  this  church,  with 
the  chapels  of  Schiburne  and  St.  Thomas  Martyr  of 
Capel,  worth  yearly  ninety  marcs.  In  the  24th  year 
of  king  Henry  VII.  it  appears,  the  bifliop  received 
from  the  vicarage  of  this  church  an  annual  penfion  of 
forty  fiiillings.  In  the  1 8th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
the  prior,  and  the  brethren  of  the  hofpital  demifed  to 
Richard  Fane,  gent,  of  Tudeley,  their  parfonage  of 
Tunbridge,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  excepting  the 
advowfon,  and  the  woods  and  underwoods,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  fourteen  pounds.^ 

In  which  ftate  the  church  continued  at  thediflblu- 
tionof  the  hofpital  in  the  32d  year  of  Henry  VIII. 
when  this  order  was  fupprefled  by  an  av5f  fpecially 
palled  for  the  purpofe,  and  all  their  lands  and  revenues 
were  given  by  it  to  the  king,  and  the  fee  of  it  conti- 
nued in  the  crown  till  king  Edward  VI.  in  his  firft 

’ Reg,  RofF.  p.  126,  128,  142,  675, 

year, 
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year,  granted  both  the  reftory  and  advowfon  to  Sir 
Ralph  Fane,  and  lady  Elizabeth  Fane  his  wife,  to 
hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice/ 

On  Sir  Ralph  Fane’s  death,  lady  Elizabeth  Fane, 
his  widow,  became  poflefled  of  them,  and  in  the  ad 
and  3d  year  of  Philip  and  Mary,  alienated  the  rec* 
tory,  with  its  appurtenances,  to  Henry  Stubberfield, 
yeoman,  of  Tunbridge,  who  fold  it  to  Alexander  Cul- 
peper, by  thedefcription  of  theredory  of  Tunbridge, 
with  its  appurtenances,  and  all  mefluages,  lands,  te- 
nements, tithes,  &c.  in  the  parifh  of  Tunbridge,  in 
the  wards  of  Tunbridge,  Southborough,  and  Brom- 
bridg,  and  in  the  great  park  of  South-frith,  and  in  the 
park  and  lands  inciofed,  called  North  fryth,  the  Pof- 
tern,  and  the  Cage,  parcel  of  the  redtory. 

He  palled  it  away  by  fale  in  the  yth^year  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  to  William  Denton,  efq.  defcended  from 
Cumberland,  whole  eldeft  fon  Sir  Anthony,  polTelled 
it  at  his  death,  in  the  25th  year  of  that  reign,  it  being 
then  held  in  capite  by  knights  fervice.  He  was  one 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  band  of  penfioners,  as  well  to 
that  queen  as  to  king  James  I.  and  dying  in  1615, 
f.  p was  buried  in  this  church,  where  his  monument 
ftill  remains,  with  the  figures  at  large  of  himfelf  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  both  reclining  on  culhions,  the 
former  in  armour,  and  the  latter  in  the  drefs  of  that 
time.  She  afterwards  married  Sir  Paul  Dewes,  of  Suf- 
folk. On  his  death  it  defcended  to  his  nephew,  Wil- 
liam Denton,  efq.  and  his  three  brothers,  Anthony, 
Walter,  and  Arthur,  fons  of  Sir  Alexander  Denton, 
by  Anne,  grand  daughter  of  lord  Wind  for,  who  fold 
this  parfonage,  in  different  parcels,  at  times,  to  feveral 
perfons  ; to  fome  in  diftriAs,  or  tithe-wards,  and  to 
others  as  to  their  own  lands  only,  which  accounts 
for  the  feveral  lands  in  this  parifli  which  are  now,  and 

* Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  p:.  6.  Rolls  of  Particulars  Augtn.  off. 
box  F.  8, 
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have  from  that  time,  been  exempt  from  the  payment 
of  the  reftorial  tithes. 

At  prefent,'  this  parfonage  confifts  of  the  tithe- 
wards  of  Haifden  and  Little  Barden,  formerly  the 
property  of  John  Petley,  efq.  of  Oldbery-hill,  in 
Ightham,  who  probably  purchafed  them  of  the  Den- 
ton’s. He  lived  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  and 
at  his  death  devifed  them  to  Gilbert  Wood,  gent,  of 
Market -crofs,  in  Suflex,  who  had  married  Elizabeth 
his  daughter.  Their  fon,  J.  Wood,  of  Tunbridge, 
left  ifl'ue  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Elizabeth,  who 
married  John  Hooker,  efq.  of  Tunbridge,  father  of 
Thomas  Hooker,  efq.  of  Tunbridge,  the  late  poffeflbr 
of  them. 

Hilden,  - - by  Matthew  Smith,  efq. 

Pojlern,  - - by  Mr.  James  Eldridge ; 

Town,  - - by  Sir  John  Honywood,  bart. 

Barn  Mill,  - by  Henry  Goodwin,  efq.  and 

Southhorough,  by  Mr.  Broadhurfl. 

But  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  of  this  church 
continued  in  the  family  of  Fane,  or  as  they  after- 
wards wrote  themfelves.  Vane,  feated  at  Hadlow-" 
place,  in  the  adjoining  parifli  of  that  name,  in  which 
it  continued  down  to  William,  vifeount  Vane,  who 
dying  f.  p.  in  1789,  gave  this  advowfon,  among 
the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this  county,  to  David  Pa- 
pillon,  efq.  of  Acrife,  the  prefent  owner  of  it.* 

The  vicarage  of  Tunbridge  is  valued  in  the 
king’s  books  at  twenty  pounds  three  fhillings  and 
four  pence,  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  two  pounds  and 
four-pence. 


* See  Hadlow  and  Shipborne,  vol.  v.  p.  47. 
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RECTORS. 

William  de  Uer,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  II.  the  lall  rec- 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  ivhom  Jtrefented. 

' Pnor  and  convent  of  Tunbridge.,, 

j 

I 

I 

I 

Family  of  Kane,  


i 

i 

t 

I 


David  Pahillon.  efqi 

[ ' ^ 

I 

Reg.  RofF.  p.  666, 
c Ibid,  p 468. 

[ d Coll.  Bar.  vol.  iii.  p.  285.  Wal- 
ker’s Suflerings  of  the  Clergy,  pt.  ii. 

\ P.  183- 


tor,  refigned.*' 

VICARS. 

Sir  Thomas.,  anno  1393  ' 

Ediv.  Njhburnham,  A.  M 1630, 
fequellered  1642.** 
fohn  Stileman,  A.  M.  1649,0b. 
1685.'-' 

Richard  Higgins,  obt.  Sept.  30, 
1705. 

John  Triftutn,  obt.  Oft.  29, 
^17.12. 

William  Davis,  inftit.  17 12, 
obt.  Jan.  29,  1747.*^ 

Henry  Hemington,  1748,  refig. 
I 756. 

Henry  Harjiur,  A.  M.  1756, 
obt.  Oft.  1790. 

J.  R.  Pajiillon,  A.  M.  prefen t 
vicar. 

« Kennet’s  Chron. ' 
f He  was  alfo  curate  of  Shipborne, 
and  lies  buried  in  this  church. 


THE 

I HUNDRED  OF  WACHLINGSTONE. 

ji  THE  hundred  of  Wachlingftone  encompaffes  the 
I lowy  of  Tunbridge  on  the  eaft,  weft,  and  fouth  fldcs 
I of  it.  It  is  written  in  the  furvey  of  Domelday, 
li  ■ Warchelefian. 

'[  The  king  and  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury  were 
Ij  lords  of  this  hundred  in  the  beginning  of  king  Ed- 

w'ard 
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■ward  II’s  reign.  How  the  latter  came  to  be  dlvefted 
of  his  property  in  it,  1 have  not  found ; but  in  the 
15th  year  of  that  reign,  the  king  was  potTefled  of  the 
intire  fee  of  it,  for  he  then  granted  it,  by  the  confent 
of  parliament,  among  other  eftates  of  greater  value, 
to  Edmund,  of  Woodftock,  his  half-brother,  whom 
he  at  the  fame  time  made  earl  of  Kent,  and  he  died 
poffefled  of  it  in  the  4th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 

After  which  it  palled  in  like  manner  as  the  hundred 
of  Littlefield,  defcribed  before,  till  on  the  attaint  of 
Henry,  lord  Cobham,  in  the  firft  year  of  James  L 
they  became  forfeited  to  the  crown,  and  were  con- 
firmed to  it  by  an  adf  palled  fpecially  for  that  purpofe, 
two  years  afterwards  j fince  which,  thefe  hundreds 
have  continued  among  the  poflelTions  of  the  crown, 
where  they  remain  at  prefent. 

THIS  HUNDRED  CONTAINS  THE  PARISHES  OF 

I 

1.  Tudeley ; ..  3.  Bidborough;  and 

2.  Pembury  ; ||  4,  Ashurst  ; 

And  the  churches  of  thofe  parifties ; and  alfo  part  of  the  oa. 
rithes  of  Capel,  Penshurst,  Lyche,  Speldhurst,  and 
fo  much  of  Fakt  as  lies  within  this  county,  the  churches  of 
which  parifhes  are  not  within  this  hundred. 


T U D E L E Y 

LIES  the  adjoining  parifli  eallward  from  Tun- 
bridge. It  is  called  in  Domefday,  Tivelele,  and 
in  the  Texttis  Roffenjis,  Thudelei. 

It  is  a very  obfcure  and  unfrequented  place,  lying 
between  the  pari  flies  of  Tunbridge  and  Capel.  The 
fituation  and  foil  is  much  the  fame  as  the  latter,  lying 
low,  the  foil  a moilt  lliff  clay,  with  abundance  of 
large  fpreading  oaks  throughout  it  in  the  hedge  rows, 
which  are  broad  and  thick,  the  village  with  the 
church  is  near  the  weftern  boundary  of  it  at  fome 
dillance  fouthward  is  the  hamlet  of  Crookhurft,  be- 
yond 
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yond  which  this  parlfli  ftretches  along  the  fouthern 
boundary  of  Capel,  where  it  is  croffed  by  two  fmall 
rivulets  which  flow  from  hence  into  the  Medway,  to 
the  edge  of  this  hundred,  where  the  manor  and  houfe 
of  Badiell  is  fituated  in  a very  wet  and  unpleafant 
country. 

This  place  was  part  of  thofe  vaft;  pofleflions, 
with  which  William  the  Conqueror  enriched  his  half- 
brother  Odo,  the  great  bilhop  of  Baieux,  and  earl  of 
Kent,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus 
entered  in  the  furvey  of  Domefday  : 

In  JVacheleJian  hundred  Richard  de  I'onebrid^e  holds 
of  the  bi (hop  (of  Baieux)  Tivedele.  It  vjas  taxed  at 
one  filling,  fhe  arable  land  is  one  carucate.,  and  there 
is  . in  demefney  and  a churchy  and  wood  for  the  pan' 
nage  of  two  hogs.  It  is  and  zvas  worth  fifteen  Jhillings. 
Eddeva  held  it  of  the  king. 

The  furvey  of  Domefday  was  taken  about  the 
year  1080 ; four  years  after  which,  the  bifliop  ot 
Baleux’s  polTeflions  were,  on  his  dlfgrace,  feized  on 
by  the  king. 

Badsell  is  the  principal  manor  in  this  parlfli,  ly- 
ing at  the  fouth-eail  end  of  it,  which  formerly  gave 
both  refidence  and  furname  to  a family,  who  were 
fome  time  poflefTors  of  it.  At  length,  by  a daughter 
and  coheir,  Marian  Badfell,  it  was  carried  In  mar- 
riage to  Thomas  Stidulf,  from  whom  the  family  of 
that  name  in  Surry  were  defeended ; he  refided  at 
Badfell,  and  was  only  fon  and  heir  of  Robert,  and 
heir  likewife  of  his  uncle  Henry  Stidulf.  He  died 
anno  36  Henry  VI.  and  lies  buried  with  his  wife  in 
this  church.  They  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir 
Agnes,  who  carried  this  manor  in  marriage  to  Ri- 
i chard  Fane,  efq.  of  Tudeley,  who  died  poflefled  of 
i it  in  the  32d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  and  was  bu- 
I ried  in  the  chapel  of  this  church,  which  he  himfelf  had 
caufed  to  be  made.  His  fon,  George  Fane,  efq.  re- 
fided at  Badfell,  as  did  his  fon.  Sir  Thomas  Fane, 
VOL.  IV.  s which 
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which  laft  having  married  lady  Mary,  daughter  and 
Ible  heir  of  Henry  Nevill,  lord  Abergavenny,  became 
pofl'efled  of  the  caftle  and  manor  of  Mereworth,  , 
where  afterwards  he  refided  much,  as  his  ton,  Sir 
Francis  Fane,  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  did  entirely; 
lince  which  this  manfion  has  been  made  ufe  of  only 
as  a farm  houfe,  and  in  his  defcendants,  earls  of 
Weftmoreland,  this  manor  continued  to  John  Fane, 
•carl  of  Weftmoreland,  who  dying /.  p.  in  1762,  it 
has  now  at  length  by  the  limitations  of  his  will  come, 
with  the  reft  of  his  Kcntifti  eftates,  into  the  poftef- 
lion  of  the  right  hon.  Thomas,  lord  le  Defpencer,  the 
prefent  owner  of  it. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities.  The  poor  relieved 
yearly  are  about  twenty. 

Tudeley  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochcfter  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church,  which  is  a fmall  building,  has  been 
lately  rebuilt  of  brick,  having  a fquare  tower  at  the 
weft  end,  with  a fmall  pointed  fpire  on  it.  It  is  de- 
dicated to  All  Saints. 

The  patronage  of  this  church  was,  about  the  year 
1239,  given  by  Richard  de  Theudele,  Richard  de 
Sardenne,  and  Alicia,  Agnes,  and  Cecilia,  daughters 
of  John  Teudeley,  patrons  of  it,  to  the  prior  and 
canons  of  Tunbridge;  rvhich  gift  was  confirmed  by 
the  bifliop,  who  loon  afterw^ards  granted  licence  to 
them,  to  appropriate  it  to  their  own  ufe,  on  the  death 
or  relignation  of  John,  then  reftor  of  it,  and  in  the 
mean  time,  that  they  fliould  receive  yearly  half  a 
marc  from  it ; but  the  vicarage  was  not  endowed  till 
the  year  1398. 

The  appropriation  of  it,  together  with  the  advow- 
fon  of  the  vicarage,  remained  with  the  priory  of  Tun- 
bridge, till  its  final  diliblution,  which  happened  in 
the  17th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  being  one 
of  thofe  fmaller  monafteries,  which  cardinal  Wolfey 

had 
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had  obtained  of  the  king  by  his  letters  patent,  dated 
February  8,  that  year,  for  the  endowment  of  his  col- 
leges, it  was  lurrendered,  with  all  the  poffeffions  be- 
longing to  it,  into  the  cardinal’s  hands,  and  afterwards 
by  the  king’s  letters  patent  granted  to  him  for  the 
better  endowment  of  his  college,  called  Cardinal’s 
college,  in  OxfDrd.® 

But  this  church  ftaid  with  the  college  only  four 
years ; when  the  cardinal  being  caft  in  a pramnnire 
in  1529?  all  the  eftates  of  it  were  forfeited  to  the  king, 
and  became  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  crown. 

King  Edward  VI.  in  his  ift  year,  granted  thispar- 
fonage  and  advowfon  to  Sir  Walter  Hendley,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  6s.  3id.  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights 
fervice.  He  died  without  male  iflue,  leaving  three 
daughters  his  coheirs. 

On  the  divifion  of  their  inheritance,  this  parfonage 
and  advowfon  were  allotted  to  the  fecond  daughter 
Helen,  who  entitled  her  third  hufband.  Sir  Thomas 
Fane,  of  Burfton,  in  Hunton,  to  the  poflelTion  of 
them.  After  which  they  paffed  in  like  manner  as 
Burfton  to  Vere,  Thomas  and  John  Fane,  three  bro- 
thers, fucceftively  earls  of  VVeftmoreland,  the  laft  of 
whom  dying  f.  p.\x\  1762,  they  are  at  length  come 
by  the  limitations  of  his  will,  among  the  reft  of  his 
eftates  in  this  county,  to  the  right  hon.  Thomas,  lord 
le  Defpencer,  the  prefent  owner  of  them. 

The  parfonage  of  Tudeley  pays  a fee-farm  rent  to 
the  crown  of  6s.  3M.  yearly. 

The  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
4I.  1 6s.  Old.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  9s.  yid. 

The  vicar  of  Tudeley  is  inftituted  to  this  vicarage, 
with  the  chapel  of  Capel  annexed. 

Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  1037.  Tan.  Mon.  pragf.  p.  xxxv. 
Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xiv^  p.  156. 
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PATK.ONS, 

Or  by  lu/iom  ^irejetited. 
Family  of  Fane 


Sir  Thomas  Stajiylton,  hart. 


h Sfie  Walker’s  Sufferings  of  the 
Clergy,  part  ii.  p,  399.  Wood’s  Ath. 
vol.  ii.  881;. 

i He  lies  buried  In  this  church, 
having  been  prebendary  of  Lincoln, 
and  vicar  of  this  and  the  adjoining 


VICARS. 

Thomas  Tharry,  A.  M.  1630. 
William  Walleys,  about  164.3.'* 
Samuel  Handerlure,  1660,  obt. 

Feb.  21,  1699.' 

Lion. 

Edward  Dering.,  A.  M.  1702, 
obt.  Dec.  26,  1715.*^ 

Oliver  North. 

Stephen  Covoper.,  A.  B.  1726, 
obt.  15,  1750.' 

John  Hedges,  A.  M.  1750. 

John  Look,  A,  B.  inllit.  Dec. 
29,  1787. 

parifh,  as  his  epitaph  informs  us,  near 
forty  years. 

k Son  of  Henry  Dering,  and  vicar 
of  Thurnham.  He  lies  buried  In  this 
church. 

1 He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 


P E M B U R Y. 

LIES  the  next  adjoining  parifli  fouthward  from 
Tudeley.  It  is  called  in  the  Tex/us  Roffenjis,  Pep- 
piNGEBERiA,  and  in  antient  deeds,  Pepenbery.  It 
feems  always  to  have  been  pronounced  Pembury,  and 
is  now  ufually  written  fo. 

The  parish^  Pern  bury  ^ though  of  fmall  breadth, 
extends  the  length  of  four  miles  from  north  to  fouth, 
that  is  from  Tudeley  to  the  ftream  at  Fant,  which  fe- 
parates  this  county  from  that  of  Sulfex,  the  furface 
of  it  confifts  of  various  hill  and  dale.  The  whole  has 
a very  woody  appearance,  and  the  outer  parts  every 
way,  excepting  towards  Tudeley,  are  greatly  covered 
with  coppice  woods  and  quantities  of  large  fpreading 
oaks  throughout  them  ; the  foil  confifts  on  the  higher 
grounds,  efpecially  towards  the  weft  and  fouth,  of 

land. 
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fand,  and  much  of  the  rock  ftone  underneath;  and 
in  the  valleys  moflly  of  clay,  and  having  plenty  of 
marie  for  manure,  it  produces  good  corn,  and  the 
land  is  of  courfe  well  let.  It  is  watered  by  feveral 
little  ftreams  which  rife  here,  and  run  either  tow'ards 
the  north  into  the  Medway,  oppofite  to  Hadlow,  or 
fouthward  towards  the  ftream  which  feparates  the  two 
counties,  and  runs  by  Bcyham-abbey  towards  Lam- 
berhurft.  The  church  ftands  pretty  high  and  con- 
fpicuous,  the  principal  village  is  about  a mile  fquth- 
ward  from  it,  handing  round  Pembury  Upper,  and 
Lower  Greens,  below  which  there  are  leveral  fmaller 
hamlets,  built  in  like  manner  round  the  greens.  The 
high  road  from  Tunbridge  towards  Lamberhurft  and 
1 Suflex,  runs  through  Southfrith  woods  on  the  weftern 
I fide  of  the  pari  fit,  and  at  the  thirty-fifth  mile  ftone 
i crofles  it,  but  at  Kipping’s  crofs,  fo  called  from  its 
having  been  the  early  refidence  of  that  family,  it  takes 
its  diredfion  along  the  eaftern  bounds  of  the  parifh,  till 
it  enters  Lamberhurft,  in  the  hundred  of  Brenchley. 
In  the  fouthern  part  of  this  parifh,  about  a mile  further 
than  the  thirty-fifth  mile  ftone  of  the  Tunbridge-road 
is  Bay-hall,  pleafantly  fituatedon  the  fouthern  fide  of 
a hill,  and  juft;  below  it  the  fmall  rivulet,  which  runs 
from  thence  till  it  joins  the  larger  ftream  near  Beyhani 
abbey.  A fair  is  held  in  this  parilh  on  Whit-Tuei'day 
yearly  for  cattle,  toys,  and  pedlary. 

I The  manors  of  Pepenbury  Magna,  and 
! Pepenbury  Parva,  alias  Bowridge,  with  the  ap- 
j pendant  advowfon  of  the  church,  the  land  of  Crock- 
: herft,  and  other  premifes,  were  given  by  Simon  de 
j Wahull  to  the  abbey  of  Begham,  in  Suflex  ; which 
I gift  was  confirmed  by  Walter  de  Wahull,  his  fonand 
i heir,  and  by  Richard  de  Clare,  earl  of  Gloucefter  and 
Hertford.  And  king  Edward  III.  in  his  2d  year, 
|i;  granted  to  the  abbot  and  convent  for  ever,  free  zvar- 
I';  ren  in  all  their  demefne  lands  in  this  parilh,  among 
;i  others, 

■ -S3 
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Thefe  manors  continued  in  the  pofleffion  of  this 
abbey  till  its  final  diffolution,  in  the  17th  year  of 
king  Henry  Vlll.  when  being  one  of  thofe  fiiialler 
monafteries,  which  cardinal  Wolfey  had  obtained  of 
the  king,  for  the  endowment  of  his  college,  called 
Cardinal’s  college,  in  Oxford,  it  was  furrendered,  with 
all  the  pofleffions  belonging  to  it,  into  the  Cardinal’s 
hands. 

But  that  great  prelate  being  caft  in  a pramunire, 
about  four  years  afterwards,  before  he  had  firmly  efla- 
blifhed  his  college,  thefe  manors,  among  the  reft  <)f 
its  revenues,  were  feized  into  the  king’s  hands,  and 
became  part  of  the  royal  revenue  of  the  crown,"* 
where  they  remained  till  king  Henry  VIII.  in  his  25th 
year,  granted  them  to  Sir  Edward  Guildford,  warden 
of  the  cinque  ports,  &c.  to  hold  by  fealty  only,  and 
his  daughter,  and  at  length  foie  heir  Joane,  entitled 
her  hufband,  Sir  John  Dudley,  to  the  potiefTion  of 
them ; they,  in  the  30th  year  of  that  reign,  joined 
in  the  conveyance  of  thefe  manors,  with  their  appur- 
tenances, to  Sir  Thomas  Cromwell,  lord  Cromwell, 
W'ho  next  year  procured  his  lands  to  be  difgave/led  by 
the  adt  then  pafled,  and  was  in  the  fame  year  created 
earl  of  Effex,  and  quickly  afterwards  made  knight  of 
the  gaiter,  and  lord  high  chamberlain  of  England. 
But  this  hafty  rile  was  lucceeded  by  as  fudden  a ruin  ; 
for  on  the  king’s  dilpleafure,  he  w'as  arrefted  at  the 
council- table,  and  being  afterwards  tried  and  con- 
vidted  of  high  treafon,  he  was  condemned  and  exe- 
cuted in  the  jzd  year  of  that  reign."  On  his  attainder 
thefe  manors  came  again  to  the  crown,  whence  they  were 
granted,  anno  37  king  Henry  VIII.  with  other  pre- 
miles  in  this  parifli,  to  Wil'iain  Wybarne,  to  hold  in 

capite  by  knights  fervice.  He  bore  tor  his  arms.  Sable, 

* 

" Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  1037.  Tan.  Mon.  prae!^.  p.  xxxv, 
R)m.  Feed.  vol.  xiv.  p.  136. 

" See  more  of  him  in  vol.  iii.  of  this  hiftory,  p.  533. 
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n fefs  betzveen  three  [wans  argerit^  and  in  his  clefcen- 
dants  thefe  manors  continued  down  to  John  Wy- 
barne,  efq.  who  left  two  daughters  his  coheirs,  Anne, 
married  to  Robert  Berkeley,  efq.  of  Spetchley,  in 
Worcefterihire,  and  Catherine,  to  Philip  Jones,  efq. 
who  in  right  of  their  refpeftive  wives,  on  his  death,  in- 
herited thefe  manors  and  eflates  in  undivided  moie- 
ties. Robert  Berkeley,  elq.  above-mentioned,  was 
defeended  from  Sir  Robert  Berkeley,  who  was  a judge 
in  king  Charles  Fs  reign,  whofe  grandfon,  Robert 
Berkeley,  efq.  of  Spetchley,  married  the  eldeft  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Richard  Blake,  a lady  eminent  for  her  ex- 
emplary life  and  converfation.  He  died  in  i 693,  and 
his  widow,  feven  years  afterwards,  married  Dr.  Bur- 
net, bilbop  of  Saliibury.'’  The  pedigree  of  the  Berke'  * 
leys,  of  Spetchley,  is  inferted  in  NaflFs  hiftory  of 
Worcefferfliire,  where  there  are  many  curious  parti- 
culars relating  to  them.  They  bore  for  their  arms, 
Gules,  a chevron  between  ten  crojfes  patee  argent ; on 
the  chevron  within  a crefeent  fable  a mullet,  or,  quar- 
tered with  the  coats  of  Brotherton,  Mowbray,  Brewofe, 
Segrave,  Fitz-Alanof  Clun,  Albani,  or  Arundel,  and 
Warner,  as  may  be  feen  on  their  monuments  in 
Spetchley  church. 

Thefe  manors  continued  afterwards  in  the  fituation 
above-mentioned,  and  in  1777  an  ad  pafled  to  enable 
Robert  Berkeley  and  Philip  Jones,  efqrs.  to  fell  them, 
among  others  in  this  county  and  Sulfex,  but  nothing 
was  done  in  confequence  of  it  till  about  the  year 
1788,  when  thele  manors,  with  the  parfonageand  ap- 
pendant advowion  of  the  church  of  Pembury  were 
fold  by  Robert  Berkeley  and  John,  fon  and  heir  of 
Philip  Jones,  then  of  Lanark,  in  Monmouthihire, 

' to  Wiiiiam  Woodgate,  efq.  of  Somerhill,  the  prefent 
owner  of  them. 


® See  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  ii.  p.  1041.  pote  K.  K. 
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Halkwell,  commonl)^  called  Hawkwell^  is  a 
manor  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  this  parifh,  which  con- 
fifts  at  prefent  of  two  farms  called  Great  and  Little 
Hazvkjwells,  and  is  held  of  the  fuperior  manor  of 
Tipperidge,  in  this  parifh  likewife.  This  elfate  was 
once  the  property  and  refidence  of  a family  of  that 
name  ; after  which,  it  appears  by  the  regifter  of  Beg- 
ham  abbey,  to  have  become  part  of  the  poflefiions  of 
that  abbey,  with  which  it  remained  till  its  difTolution 
in  the  17th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was 
obtained  by  cardinal  Wolfey,  towards  the  endowment 
of  his  college,  called  Cardinal’s  college,  in  Oxford  ; 
but  on  his  being  call;  in  a pramunire^  about  four  years 
afterwards,  before  he  had  firmly  eflablifhed  his  col- 
lege, this  manor,  among  the  reft  of  his  poflefiions, 
became  forfeited  to  the  crown,  from  whence  it  was 
prefently  granted  to  John  Wybarne,  of  Culverdens, 
in  thisparilh,  who  had  been  tenant  to  the  abbey  for 
this  manor  before  the  fuppreflion  of  it,  being  de- 
fended of  a family  feated  near  Crofton,  in  Orping- 
ton, about  the  end  of  king  Henry  Ill.’s  reign, 
whence  they  removed  to  Culverdens,  lome  generations 
before  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  and  it  conti- 
nued for  feveral  generations  in  his  defendants,  being 
the  manfion  in  which  they  refided  fo  long  as  they  re- 
mained in  this  county,  until  it  devolved,  in  like  man- 
ner as  the  manors  of  Pembury  above-def  ribed,  to 
Robert  Berkeley  and  John  Jones,  efqrs.  by  whom  it 
was  conveyed  about  the  year  1786  to  Pollard,  fince 
which  it  has  become  the  property  of  James  Lewin, 
efq.  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  manor  of  Bayhall,  which  lies  in  the 
fouthern  part  of  this  parilh,  was  part  of  the  antient 
poflefiions  of  the  eminent  family  of  Colepeper,  whofe 
demefnes  fpread  over  the  whole  face  of  this  county, 
but  more  efpecially  the  weftern  parts  of  it. 

I'he  two  principal  branches  of  it  were  fated  at 
this  manor  of  Bayhall,  and  at  Aylesford,  from  the 

latter 
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latter  defcended  thofe  ot  Oxenhoath,  and  of  Preilon, 
in  Aylesford,  barts.  both  now  extinct ; and  from  the 
former,  thofe  of  Bedgbury,  which  terminated  in  the 
lords  Colepeper,  of  Leeds  caftle ; thofe  of  Lofenhani, 
in  Newenden,  afterwards  of  HoHingborne,  the  heii 
male  of  which  branch  is  John  Spencer  Colepeper, 
efq.  late  of  the  Charter-houfe,  and  thofe  of  Wake- 
hurd,  in  Suflex,  barts.  now  extind. 

The  firft  of  the  family  of  .Colepeper,  eminent  on 
record,  is  Thomas  de  Colepeper,  who,  as  appears  by 
the  bundles  in  the  pipe-office,  was  one  of  the  recog- 
nitores  magna  afijce,  or  juftices  of  the  great  affile,  in 
the  reign  of  kmg  John,  an  office  of  nofmall  trufland 
confequence,  before  the  eftablifhment  of  confervators 
of  the  peace. 

His  defendant.  Sir  Thomas  Colepeper,  was  pof- 
fefled  of  the  manor  of  Bayhall,  where  he  refided,  and 
feems  to  have  left  two  fons;  Thomas,  of  whom  here- 
after j and  Walter,  who  was  anceltor  of  the  Colepe- 
pers,of  Oxenhoath,  and  of  Prefton,  in  Aylesford, 
baronets. P 

Sir  Thomas  Colepeper,  the  elded  fon,  inherited 
Bayhall,  and  was  cadellan  of  Leeds  cadle  under  the 
lord  Badlefmere,  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  in 
• the  1 5th  year  of  which  he  was  executed,  for  refuflng 
queen  Ifabel  entrance  into  his  cadle,  upon  which  this 
manor  became  forfeited  to  the  crown,  whence  it  was 
foon  afterwards  redored  to  his  fon,  but  whether  by 
that  prince’s  indulgence,  or  by  any  family  entail,  I 
do  not  find. 

John  Colepeper,  efq.  the  fon,  kept  his  flinevalty  at 
Bayhall  in  the  39th,  40th,  and  43d  years  of  king 
Edward  III.  and  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and 
coheir  of  Sir  John  Hardrelhull,  of  Hardrelhull,  in 
Warwickflure,  by  whom  he  had  a fon,  Sii  Thomas 

p See  Lamb.  Per.  p.  601,  and  Aylesford,  vol.  iv.  p.  436. 
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Colepeper,  who  fucceeded  him  in  this  manor,  and  rc- 
fided  at  Bayhall.  He  was  IherifFin  the  17th  and  i8th 
years  of  king  Richard  II.  from  whom  he  procured 
licence  to  inclofe  fifty  acres  of  land  into  a park  at 
Pern  bury. 

He  left  by  Alianor  his  wife,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Nicholas  Green,  efq.  of  Exton,  in  Rutlandfhire,  three 
fons;  Sir  Thomas  Colepeper,  Walter  Colepeper,  of 
Goudhiirft,  anceftor  of  the  branches  of  this  family  fet- 
tled afterwards  at  Bedgbury,  Lofenham,  Leeds,  Hol- 
lingborne,'and  Wakehurft,  and  Nicholas,  who  ended 
in  a daughter,  married  to  Walter  Lewknor,  efq.  and 
alfo  a daughter  Alianore,  married  to  Sir  Reginald 
Cobham,  of  Sterborough.  Sir  Thomas  Colepeper,  the 
eldeft  fon,  who  was  of  Exton,  in  Rutlandfhire,*’  feems 
to  have  alienated  this  manor  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VI.  to  Humphry  Stafford,  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, whofe  grandfon  Henry,  duke  of  Buckingham, 
became  one  of  the  chief  confidents  of  Richard,  duke 
of  Gloucefter,  afterwards  king  Richard  III.  and  the 
principal  agent  in  advancing  him  to  the  throne,  but 
being  attainted  in  the  iff  year  of  that  reign,  his  pof- 
feffions  became  forfeited  to  the  crown,  and  the  king 
made  a grant  of  this  manor,  to  the  value  of  one  hun- 
dred (liillings,  to  John  Water,  alias  Yorke  Heraulde  ; 
but  on  the  accelfion  of  the  earl  of  Richmond  to  the 
crown  foon  afterwards,  by  the  title  of  king  Henry  VII. 
an  adf  paffing  for  the  reftitution  of  Edward,  fon  and 
heir  of  Henry,  duke  of  Buckingham,  he  became  enti- 
tled to  the  inheritance  of  all  the  effates  of  the  late  duke,  ^ 
his  father,  and  he  had  accordingly  pofleffion  granted 
him  of  this  manor  among  the  reft  of  them,  but  this 
duke  being  likewife  accufed  and  found  guilty  of  high 
treafon  in  the  13th  year  of  king  Henry  the  Vlllth’s 
reign,  an  aft  palficd  for  his  attainder,  and  though  ano- 
thtr  palled  likewife  for  the  reftitution  in  blood  of 

Called  Jehn  by  Dugale,  in  his  Baronage,  vol.  ii,  p.  416. 
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Henry,  his  eldefl:  fon,  yet  it  did  not  extend  to  his  ho- 
nors and  lands,  which  remained  forfeited  to  the  crown, 
where  the  fee  of  this  manor  remained  til)  Edward  VI. 
in  his  ift  year,  granted  it  to  William  Parr,  marquis  of 
Northampton,  who  that  year  conveyed  it  to  Sir  An- 
thony Browne,  knight  of  the  garter,  who  had  been 
niafter  of  the  horfe  to  king  Henry  VIII.  and  of  his 
privy  council ; and  he,  in  the  very  beginning  of  the 
next  year,  alienated  it  to  William  Wybarne,  one  of 
whole  delcendants  fold  it,  in  the  7th  year  of  James  I. 
to  Robert  Sackville,  earl  of  Dorl'ct,  who  died  pof- 
fefled  of  it  within  a few  months  after  his  purchafe. 
His  eldeft  furviving  fon  Richard,  earl  of  Dorl'et,  alie- 
nated this  manor,  with  the  feat  belonging  to  it,  to  Ri- 
chard Amherft,  efq.  fcijeant-at  law,  who  afterwards 
refided  at  Bayhall.  He  was  the  fon  of  Richard  Am- 
herft, efq.  who  left  three  fons  ; Richard,  ferjeant  at- 
law,  as  above-mentioned  ; Jeffry,  redlor  of  Horfmon- 
den,  anceftor  of  that  branch  of  the  family  fettled  at 
Riverhead,  in  Sevenoke,  and  William,  who  left  an 
only  daughter.  This  flimily  of  Amherft  bear  for  their 
arms,  Gules^  three  tilting-fpears^  two  and  one,  erected  in 
pale,  or,  headed  argent ; which  coat  was  confirmed  to 
Richard  Amherft,  efq.  by  William  Camden,  claren- 
cieux,  in  1607.'  Sergeant  Amherft  died  polfcffed  of 
this  eftate  in  1632. 

His  grandfon,  Charles  Amherft,  efq.  was  of  Bay- 
hall  likewife,  and  died  J.p.  in  1709,  and  by  his  will 
devifed  this  manor  and  feat,  together  with  all  his  other 
lands  and  poflelfions,  to  his  nephew  and  heir  at-law, 
Charles  Selby,  efq.  fon  of  Sir  Henry  Selby,  fergeant- 
at'law,  and  recorder  of  London,  (the  fecond  fon  of 
George  Selby,  efq.  of  Ightham)  by  Elizabeth  his  el- 
deft fifter,  at  the  fame  time  enjoining  him  to  take  on 
him  the  furname  and  arms  of  Amherft. 

Harl.  MSS.  No.  1084-12.  See  more  of  this  family  u-jder 
Riverhead,  vol.  iii.  p.  93. 
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Charles  Selby  Amherfl:,  efq.  accordingly  inhabited 
BayhalJ,  where  he  relided,  but  dying  f.  p.  he  by  his 
will  gave  this  manor  and  feat  of  Bayhall,  with  the  reft 
of  his  eftates,  to  his  nephew  Cliarles  Browne,  efq. 
counfellor-at-law,  fon  of  Dorothy  his  fifter,  by  John 
Browne,  efq.  of  Salop.  He  refided  at  Bayhall,  where 
he  died  in  *753,  and  was  buried  in  this  church,  leaving 
no  iftue  by  Elizabeth  Mittel  his  wife,  who  furvived 
him,  and  afterwards  refided  here,  where  fhe  died  in 
1790,  foon  after  which  thiseftate  was  fold  to  Thomas 
Streatfield,  efq.  the  prefent  pofTeffor  of  it. 

A court  leet  and  court  baron  is  holden  for  this 
manor. 

Dencrouch,  Highlands,  and  Prigles,  are 
three  fmall  manors  in  this  parifti,  which  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  Ciftertian  abbey  of  Robertfbridge,  in 
Sulfex,  with  which  they  remained  till  the  final  dilfolu- 
tion  of  it,  when  that  abbey  was  furrendered  into  the 
king’s  hands,  with  all  its  lands  and  poflefiions  ; all 
which  were  confirmed  to  the  king  and  his  heirs  by  the 
general  words  of  the  ad,  pafted  in  the  3 ift  year  of  his 
reign,  for  that  purpofe. 

Soon  after  which,  the  king  granted  them  to  George 
Guldeford,  efq.  (fon  of  Sir  Richard,  knight  banneret, 
and  of  the  garter)  who  quickly  after  conveyed  them  by 
fale  to  Sir  Alexander  Colepeper,  of  Bedgbury,  who 
had  a confirmation  of  them  from  the  crown,  about  the 
3 5th  year  of  that  reign.  His  great-grandfon.  Sir  An- 
thony Colepeper,  of  Bedgbury,  alienated  thefe  manors 
in  the  beginning  of  king  James  I.’s  reign,  to  Nicholas 
Miller,  efq.  of  Horl'nclls-crouch,  in  Wrotham,  when 
they  pafted  from  his  defeendants  I have  not  found,  only 
that  they  afterwards  went  into  the  pofteftion  of  Pol- 
lard, and  in  1766  they  were  the  property  of  Elizabeth 
Pollard,  widow,  fince  which  they  have  come  into  the 
pofteftion  of  James  Lewin,  efq.  who  now  owns  them. 

Tipperidge  is  a manor  in  this  parifh,  which  has 
been  many  years  in  the  pofteftion  of  the  family  of  Ne- 

vill. 
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vlll,  lords  Abergavenny,  the  prefent  proprietor  being 
the  right  hon.  Henry  NeviJl,  earl  of  Abergavenny. 

CHARITIES. 

Charles  Amherst,  efq.  of  Bayhall,  by  will  in  1702,  di- 
refted  that  the  feveral  perfons  to  whom  he  had  devifed  the  manor 
of  Bayhall,  with  its  appurtenances  fucceflively,  under  the  limi- 
tations therein  exprelTed,  fliould  build  an  alms  houfe,  for  fix 
old,  blind  , or  impotent  perfons  of  this  parifh,  within  one  year 
after  his  death,  and  the  death  of  his  fillers,  dame  Elizabeth 
Selby,  and  Mrs.  Dorothy  Amherll,  and  fltould  allow  each  of 
them  twenty  fhillings  a month  for  ever,  The  faid  perfons  to 
be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  thofe  to  whom  that  manor, 
with  its  appurtenances,  Ihould  remain,  after  the  houfe  fhould 
be  built. 

The  poor  who  receive  conllant  relief  yearly  from  thisparifli 
are  about  twenty-five. 

Pembury  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction ot  the  dioceje  of  Rochefler  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church,  whicli  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  has  a 
fpire  fteeple  at  the  weft  end.  It  was  built  by  one  of 
the  family  ot  Colepeper,  patrons  of  it,  and  moft  pro- 
bably by  John  Colepeper,  efq.  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  HI.  for  on  the  three  buttrell'es  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  chancel,  there  remain  three  fliields  of  coat 
armour,  each  carved  on  an  entire  ftone  of  about  two 
feet  and  an  half  in  depth,  and  the  breadth  equal  with 
that  of  the  buttrefs,  which  ftiews  them  to  be  coeval 
with  that  of  the  building  itfclf.  On  the  firft  is  a rec- 
tangular crofs ; the  fecond  is  the  coat  armour  of  Har- 
drefhull,  A chevron  between  eight  martlets^  viz.  jive  and 
three.,  the  above-mentioned  John  Colepeper  having 
married  the  coheir  of  that  family ; the  third  is  that  of 
Colepeper,  a bend  engrailed.  On  a very  antient  ftone 
on  the  pavement  of  the  chance),  is  an  antient  inferip- 
tion  in  old  French,  for  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Sir 
Thomas  Colepeper,  which  lecmsas  early  as  the  above 
mentioned  reign.  There  are  feveral  monuments  and 
memorials  in  it  of  the  family  of  Amherft  and  their  re- 
latives • 
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latives;  an  infcription  and  figure  in  brafs  for  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Richard  Rowe,  efq.  of  Hawkwell,  anno 
1607  ; a tomb  for  George  Bolney,  efq.  who  married  a i 
Wybarne  ; and  in  the  porch  are  two  antient  ftones 
with  croffes  on  them. 

The  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Pembury  was  given 
with  it,  by  Simon  de  Wahull,  to  the  abbey  of  Begham, 
in  Suffcx,  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms,  as  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned. 

Pope  Gregory  IX.  anno  1239,  granted  licence  to 
the  abbot  and  convent  to  hold  this  church,  then  of 
their  patronage,  and  not  of  greater  value  than  ten 
marcs,  as  an  appropriation  upon  the  firft  vacancy  of 
it,  refcrving,  a competent  portion  for  a vicar  out  of  the 
profits  of  it.  Notwithftanding  which,  it  was  not  ap- 
propriated till  the  year  127S,  when  Richard  Oliver, 
the  rettor,  rcfigned  it  into  the  hands  of  John  de  Brad- 
field,  bifiiop  of  Rochefter,  who  granted  his  letters 
mandatory,  for  the  induction  of  the  abbot  and  convent 
into  the  corporal  pofTeHion  of  the  church,  with  its  ap- 
purtenances, according  to  the  tenor  of  the  above-men- 
tioned bull.* 

The  parfonage  of  the  church  of  Pembury,  with  the 
advowfon  of  the  vicarage  appendant  to  the  manor,  con- 
tinued with  the  abbey  of  Begham  till  the  diffolution  of ' 
it  in  the  17th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was 
furrendercd  into  the  king’s  hands,  after  which  it  paffed 
in  the  fame  tra£t  of  ownerfliip  as  the  manor  of  Pem- 
bury, and  appendant  to  it,  till  it  became  the  property 
of  William  Woodgate,  efq.  lord  of  that  manor,  and 
the  prefent  patron  of  it. 

It  is  a difcharged  living,  of  the  clear  yearly  certi- 
fied value  of  46!.  I os.  the  yearly  tenths  of  which  are 

I2S,  8d. 

* Reg.  RofF.  p.  517.  Where  fee  the  confirmations  of  this 
church  to  the  abbey. 


Charles  ■ 


PEMBURY. 


271 

Charles  Amherft,  efq,  of  Bayhall,  by  his  will  in 
1702,  gave  as  an  augmentation  to  this  vicarage,  the  • 
fum  of  ten  pounds  to  be  paid  yearly  by  fuch  perfons  to 
whom  the  manor  of  Bayhall,  with  its  appurtenances, 
fliould  come  and  remain  after  his  death. 

In  1733  the  Rev.  George  May,  vicar,  augmented 
it  with  the  fum  of  lool.  17s.  6d.  to  entitle  it  to  the 
benefit  of  queen  Anne's  bounty. 

There  is  an  annual  penfion  of  forty  fliillings  paid  out 
of  the  parfonage  to  the  vicar,  which  was  fettled  on  him 
and  his  fucceflbrs,  at  the  time  of  the  appropriation  of 
this  church.  The  tithes  of  corn  and  grain  of  which 
this  parfonage  confifis  are  now  worth  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  pounds  per  annum. 

The  vicarage  is  now  worth  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  per  annum. 

King  Edward  III.  in  his  28th  year,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  twenty  marcs  paid  to  him  by  John  Colepepcr, 
of  Bayhall,  granted  licence  to  him  to  found  a perpetual 
chantry  for  a chaplain  to  celebrate  daily  for  his  foul, 
and  thofe  of  iiis  ancefiors  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Mary,  in 
the  cemetery  of  this  church,  and  to  endow  it  with 
lands  and  rents  in  this  and  the  adjoining  parilhes;  and  in 
his  38th  year,  in  confideration  of  one  hundred  Ihiliings 
paid  to  him  by  the  prior  and  convent  of  Rochefler,  he 
granted  licence  for  them  to  afilgn  an  annual  rent 
diarge  of  ten  marcs  out  of  their  manor  of  Woldeham, 
to  the  before-mentioned  chaplain. 

This  chantry  remained  till  the  general  fuppreffion  of 
fuch  foundations,  by  the  aft  of  the  ift  year  of  king 
Edward  VI  at  which  time  it  appeared  by  the  furvey 
then  taken  of  it,  that  the  total  revenues  of  it  were 
111.  15s.  4ld.  per  annum.  Soon  after  which  the 
building  itfelf  w^as  pulled  down,  and  the  materials  fold, 
and  the  lands  belonging  to  it  were  granted  in  parcels 
to  different  perfons.  Tlie  chapel  was  fituated  in  the 
church-yard,  without  the  church,  being  covered  with 
lead,  and  was  in  lengtli  thirty  feet,  and  in  breadth 

eighteen 
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eighteen  feet.  In  1 5 53,  there  remained  a penfion  of 
61.  13s.  4d.  in  charge  to  Richard  Hill,  the  laft  incum- 
bent of  this  chauntry.' 

CHURCH  OF  P EMBURY. 
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Richard  Oliver,  laft  re£lor,  re- 
ligned  1 278.“ 

VICARS, 

Charles  Hutchinfon , i n 1630. 
James  Plate,  lequeftered  about 
1640. 

Barrisford. 

......  JVoodvoard,  1702. 

George  May,  A.  M.  inftit.  May 
4,  1731,  obt.Dec.  1738. 

: Elcock,  inftit.  Dec.  29, 

1738,  obt.  I7<;2. 

John  fVhitaker,  A.  M.  1752, 
the  prel'ent  vicar. 

“ Reg.  Rofl'.  p.  516. 


BIDBOROUGH. 

LIES  weft  ward  from  Pembury,  and  the  adjoining 
parifli  to  Tunbridge  fouthward. 

This  parish  is  fituated  both  pleafant  and  healthy, 
it  is  but  of  fmall  extent,  and  is  incircled  on  three  fides 
by  tlie  parifli  of  Tunbridge,  and  on  the  fourth  by 
Speldhurft  ; it  lies  moftly  on  high  ground,  the  foil  is 
in  the  higher  parts  a fand  covering  the  quarry  rock 
ftone.  The  low  lands  extend  weftward  along  the 
ftream  by  Barden  furnace  to  Pound’s  bridge,  which 
feparates  this  parifli  from  that  of  Tunbridge,  and  here 
the  foil  is  of  clay  and  very  wet,  but  the  whole  of  it  is 
rather  an  unfertile  foil.  The  high  road  from  Tun- 
bridge 
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bridge  town  towards  the  Wells,  rurK  along  the  edftcrn 
fide  of  this  parilh,  clofe  to  the  well  fKlc  of  which  is 
the  feat  and  grounds  of  Bounds,  the  relklenCe  of  the 
counted  dowager  of  Darnley  j adjoining  is  the  hamlet 
of  Southborough,  which  is  within  the  parilh  of 
T unbridge. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  George  Ic  Chaun 
was  in  pofleffion  of  this  place  but  before  the  aoth 
year  of  king  Edward  in.  the  property  of  it  fee  ms  to 
have  been  divided,  for  that  year,  on  the  levying  the  aid 
of  forty  Ihillings  on  every  knight’s  fee,  for  making  the 
black  prince  a knight,  Thomas  Chaune,  the  prior  of 
Tunbridge,  and  John  Bounde,,  junior,  paid  aid  for  ic 
as  one  knight’s  fee,  which  George  le  Chaun  before  held 
in  Bitberg,  la  Leigh,  Ealding,  and  Bokingfold,  of  the 
earl  of  Gloueefter. 

The  manor  of  Bidborough  continued  in  the  name  of 
Chaun  till  the  reign  of  king  Edward  IV.  when,  toge- 
ther with  an  antient  feat  in  this  pariQi,  now  callfed 
Bounds,  (though  formerly,  as  appears  by  the  antient 
deeds  of  it.  Boons  tenement,  perhaps  a contraction 
from  the  name  of  Bohun,  a family  who  might  have 
been  the  early  owners  of  it)  it  palled  into  that  of  Pal- 
mer, one  of  which,  Thomas  Palmer,  died  poflefledof 
them  in  the  2,3d  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  holding  them 
of  the  duke  of  Buckingham  by  knights  fervice.  John 
Palmer  was  his  fon  and  heir,  who  in  the  beginning  of 
king  Henry  VIII.’s  reign  alienated  them  to  the  family 
of  Fane,  alias  Vane,  one  of  whom.  Sir  Ralph  Fane, 
knight  banneret,  in  the  6th  year  of  king  Edward  VI. 
cfpoufing  too  zealoufly  the  intereftof  the  duke  of  So- 
merfet,  was  found  guiky  of  high  treafon,  and  executed' 
on  Tower-hill:  On  his  attainder,  this  manor  and  feat 
became  veiled  in  the  crown,  where  they  remained  till 
queen  Elizabeth,  by  letters  patent  in  her  firll  year, 
granted  thenTTo  her  kinfman  Henry  Carey,  lord 
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Hunfdon,  who  at  his  death  in  the  38th  year  of  tha'^ 
reign,  devifed  them  by  his  will  to  his  eldeft  Ton  and 
fucceflbr,  George,  lord  Hunfdon,  who  died  in  1603, 
leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Elizabeth,  married 
to  Sir  Thomas  Berkeley,  K.  B.  eldeft  fon  and  heir  of 
Henr}’^,  lord  Berkeley,  who  in  her  right  became  pof- 
fefled  of  this  manor  and  feat,  which  he  foon  afterwards 
alienated  to  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  fecond  fon  of  Cuftomer 
Smith,  of  Weftenhanger,  in  this  county, who  bore  for 
his  arms,  Azure^  a chevron  ingr ailed  between  three  lions 
f)ajjant^  guardanty  or.  He  afterwards  refided  at  Sutton 
at  Hone,  where  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  1625  j his 
grandfon  Robert  Smythe,  efq.  refided  at  Bounds,  but 
his  fon  Robert  Smythe,  efq.  removed  to  Sutton,  and 
died  in  1695,  poftefled  of  this  manor  and  leat,  leaving 
Katherine  his  wife  furviving,  and  two  fons,  Henry  and 
William,  to  whom  this  manor  and  feat  of  Bounds  de- 
fended as  heirs  in  gavelkind. 

In  the  10th  year  of  king  William  III.  an  adf  was 
obtained  to  veft  this  manor  and  feat,  and  all  other  their 
ettates  in  this  parifli,  among  others  in  this  county,  in 
truftees,  to  difcharge  in'cumbrances,  for  fale,  but  the 
other  eftates  elfewhere  being  found  fufRcient  to  dif- 
charge thofe  incumbrances,  this  manor,  with  Bounds, 
and  all  their  other  eftates  in  Bidborough,  ftill  conti- 
nued unalienated.  On  the  death  of  William  Smythe,  the 
fecond  fon  above-mentioned  unmarried,  Henry  Smythe, 
efq.  poflefied  the  whole  fee  of  this  manor  and  feat, 
and  refided  at  Bounds.  He  died  in  1706,  and  was 
buried  in  Sutton  church,  leaving  by  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  only  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Lloyd,  canon  of 
Windfor,  (afterwards  married  to  William  Hunt,  efq.) 
an  only  fon  and  heir.  Sir  Sydney  Stafford  Smythe,  late 
chief  baron  of  the  exchequer,  and  of  the  privy  council, 
who  married  Sarah,  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  Charles 
Farnaby,  bart.  of  Kepington,  and  died  /.  p.  in  1778, 


* See  more  of  him  under  Sutton,  vol.  ii.  p.  349, 
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as  did  his  widow,  the  lady  Sarah  Smythe  In  1790,  and 
by  her  will  devifed  this  eftate,  among  others,  in  truft, 
to  be  fold  for  the  benefit  of  her  nephews  and  nieces, 
which  it  accordingly  was  foon  afterwards  to  the  right 
hon.  John,  earl  of  Darnley,  in  whom  the  fee  of  it  is 
now  veiled,  but  his  mother  the  countefs  dowager  of 
Darnley  now  refides  at  Bounds. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

CHARITIES. 

Sir  Thomas  Smith,  who  died  in  1725,  gave  by  will  certain 
tenements  in  London,  charged  with  the  yearly  payment  of 
5I.  los.  to  this  parifh,  to  be  difpofed  cf  ^I.  4s.  for  fix  four- 
penny  loaves  weekly  to  fix  poor  perlons  of  this  parifli,  and  the 
remaining  6s.  to  be  difpofed  of,  2s.  to  each  church-warden, 
and  2s.  to  the  clerk.  The  fame  eftare  is  likevvife  charged  by 
him  with  the  payment  of  61.  yearly  for  providing  a piece  of 
cloth  of  20s,  value  for  the  cloathing  of  fix  poor  perfons  ; an 
additional  two-penny  loaf  is  likewife  given  yearly  by  the  fame 
charity  to  each  of  the  faid  fix  poor  perfons,  veiled  in  the  Skirr- 
rers  company,  in  London,  and  now  of  the  annual  produce  of 
III.  ios.>' 

Bidborough  is  in  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 
Mailing; 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Laurence,  there  are 
no  memorials  in  it.  It  is  a rectory,  and  was  always 
efteemed  as  an  appendage  to  the  manor,  till  lady 
Smythe  gave  it  by  will  in  1 790  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Venn, 
who  is  the  prefent  patron  of  it. 

It  is  a difcharged  living  in  the  king’s  books,  of  the 
clear  yearly  certified  value  of  forty  pounds,  the  yearly 
.tenths  of  which  are  los. 

This  rectory  has  been  augmented  by  queen  Anne’s 
bounty,  with  which  fome  adjoining  land  has  been  pur- 
chafed,  which  now  makes  a very  confiderable  addition 
to  the  glebe. 

1 he  prefent  re6lor,  Mr.  Brock,  has  new  built  the 
parfonage  houfe  near  the  church,  in  a handfome  ftyle, 
after  a defign  of  Mr.  Wyatt’s. 

Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  v.  p.  61. 
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CHURCH  OF  BWBOROUGH, 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  firefonted. 

Bords  of  the  manor  of  Bidhorough, 


RECTORS. 

Hugo  WilcoXy  A.  M.  in  1630. 
Hath.  Bounds^  ebt.  1716. 
Richard  D(i'vii,  obt.  i?ec.  173 1. 
Edmmd  Latter,  A.  M.  Jan.  3, 
1731,  obt.  May  1 1,  1788.^ 
John  Brock,  A.  M.  1788,  the 
prefcnt  reftor.* 


a 111  1737  he  had  a difpenfatlon  for  holding  the  nftory  of  BtirHow,  ia 
Surry,  with  this  of  Eidborough. 
a And  vicar  of  Great  Stukeley,  in  Huntingdoaibire. 

A 8 H IT  R S T. 

X^IES  fouth  weft  ward  from  Bidborough  on  the  confines 
of  this  county  next  Suflex,  from  which  it  is  feparated 
both  on  the  fouth  and  weft  fides  by  a fmall  ftream. 

I'his  place  is  written  in  the  Textus  Roffenjis,  Ars- 
en erst.  It  took  its  name  from  the  Saxon  word, 
afc'cs,  afh  trees,  and  the  Britifli  i>yrjly  i.  e.  the  wood 
of  afhes. 

Ash  UR  ST  Hes  at  the  fouthern  boundaries  of  this 
county,  a ftream  of  the  Medway  feparating  it  frorn  Suf- 
fex,  and  bounding  the  weftern  and  fouthern  fides  of  this 
parifli.  It  is  in  the  hundred  of  Wachlingftone,  which 
here  joins  the  reft  of  it  by  a narrow  flip  running  eaft- 
ward  by  Tophift  and  Mitchel’s  farms,  towards  Ruft- 
hail  common  and  Biftiopfdown  in  Speldhurft.  The 
northern  part  of  it  joins  both  to  Penfhurft  and  Speld- 
hurft, in  the  hundred  of  Somerden,  a part  of  which 
joins  the  weftern  part  of  this  parifh,  feparated  from  the 
reft  of  that  hundred,  and  containing  the  hamlet  of 
Groombridge,  in  Speldhurft.  This  parifh  confifts  of 
hill  and  dale,  the  weftern  part  is  woody,  the  foil  a ftiff 
clay,  wet  and  miry,  and  rather  unfertile.  The  church 
is  fituated  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  parifh,  about  a quar- 
ter 


ASHURST. 

ter  of  a mile  from  the  river,  which  here  fcparating, 
forms  a fmall  illand,  on  each  fide  of  which  there  is  a 
bridge,  over  which  the  road  leads  into  Siiflcx  j there 
is  no  village,  the  houfcs  being  interfperfcd  at  different 
Ipots  throughout  it.  In  this  parifh  is  a feat  andeftate, 
called  AJhurJi-place^  formerly  admiral  Forbes’s,  now 
the  property  and  refidence  of  Peter  Lefevre,  efq.^ 

The  manor  of  Ashurst,  with  the  manor  of  Buck^ 
appendant,  was  part  of  thofe  lands  affigned  to 
Jeffry  de  Peverel,  for  his  adiftance  in  the  defence  of 
Dover-caftle,  and  with  other  lands  made  up  the  barony 
of  Peverel,  as  it  was  then  called,  being  held  of  that 
caftle  in  capite  by  barony. 

Nicholas  de  Gerund  afterwards  held  this  manor,  and 
its  appendage  ofBucklarad,  and  the  advovvfon  of  the 
church  of  Afhurft,  of  the  king  in  capite^  anil  died  pol- 
feffed  of  them  in  the  5 2d  year  of  king  Henry 
His defeendant,  Richard  Gerund,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  III.  leaving  an  only  daughter  MaiKl ; fhe  car-*- 
riedthem  in  marriage  to  Sir  tlenry  de  ChaUhunt,  who 
bore  for  his  arms,  three  bends  er mirier  and  he  died  pof- 
feffed  of  them  in  the  45th  year  of  it>  anno  1370,  hold-- 
ing  thenv  m capite^  and  performing  ward  to  the  caftle 
of  Dover- 

They  continued  in  his  defeendants  till  Henry  V.’s 
reign,  when  by  the  heir  general  of  this  family  they 
came  to  Robert  le  Hadde,  who  was  afterwards  of 
Frinftcd,  in  this  county  'y  his  defeendant,  Rob,  Hadde, 
efq.  of  Frinfted,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  Vllf.  conveyed  this  eftate  to  William 
Waller,  efq,  of  Groom  bridge,-  who  died  in  the  i8tb 
year  of  that  reign,  and  it  continued  in  his  defeendants 
till  Sir  Thomas  Waller,  in  the  rei^i  of  queen  Elrza- 
betli,  alienated  it  to  Thomas  Sac kville*.  earl  of  Dorfet, 

This  feat  in  Additions  to  vol.  iii.  p.  559,  is  by  miftake 
nentioAffd  as  in  Speldhurfl  parifh. 

“Philipott,  p.  57.  Vidn.  co.  Kent,  1619,  pedigree  of  Hadde. 
See  more  of  this  family  under  Frinfted. 
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and  lord  treafurer  of  England,  who  died  polTefled  of 
it  in  1608.  His  grandfon,  Richard,  earl  of  Dorfet, 
conveyed  the  manor  of  Alliurft,  with  its  appendages, 
to  Sir  George  Rivers,  of  Chaffbrd,  whofe  eldeft  fon, 
John  Rivers,  efq.  was  created  a baronet  in  the  19th 
year  of  king  James  I.  two  years  after  which  his  lands, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  his  father,  were  difgavelled  by  an 
a6t  then  particularly  pafled  for  that  purpofe.  On  his 
father’s  death  he  fucceeded  him  in  this  eftate,  which 
continued  in  his  defendants  until  Sir  George  Rivers, 
bart.  dying  in  1734  without  iffue  male,  by  his  will  de- 
vifed  it,  with  his  feat  of  ChafFord,  among  his  other  real 
eflates,  to  his  five  natural  children,  but  his  furviving 
legitimate  daughters,  and  the  heirs  of  thofe  deceafed, 
filed  a bill  in  chancery  to  fet  this  devife  afide,  and  after 
a procefs  at  law,  and  feveral  decrees,  the  court  ordered 
the  eflates  to  be  fold  in  1743/  which  this  of  Afhurfl, 
together  with  ChafFord,  accordingly  was  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Saxby,  gent,  of  Horftcd  Cayns,  in  Suflex,  who 
died  poflclied  of  it  in  1783,  in  which  it  was  afterwards 
fold  in  purfuance  of  hi^  will  to  Robert  Burges,  efq.  of 
Lyghe,  who  died  in  1794,  fince  which  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Burges,  re-marrying  James  Harbroc,  efq.  he 
is  become  in  her  right  the  prefent  pofFcflbr  of  this 
eflate. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor,  a heriot  is 
paid  on  the  death  of  a tenant  of  the  bcft  live  bead. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities.  The  poor  re- 
lieved yearly  are  about  eleven. 

Ashurst  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

"J  he  church  is  a low  mean  building,  with  a wooden 
fteeple,  over  the  porch  are  the  arms  of  Sir  John  Ri- 
vers, who  gave  the  dial.  There  are  no  memorials  in 

See  more  of  the  family  of  Rivers,  and  the  title  of  this  eftate 
under  ChafFord,  vol.  iii.  p.  250. 
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it.  In  this  church,  before  the  reformation,  was  a fa- 
mous rood,  or  crucifix,  which  was  much  reforted  to 
for  its  fuppofed  miraculous  powers. 

This  re6lory  is  a difcharged  living,  of  the  clear 
yearly  value,  as  certified,  of  thirty-five  pounds,  the 
yearly  tenths  of  which  are  lOs.  55d. 

The  church  of  Afhurft  was  antiently  efteemed  as 
an  appendage  to  the  manor,  and  continued  fo  till  the 
reign  of  king  James  I.  when  Richard,  earl  of  Dorfet, 
alienating  the  manor,  referved  the  church  to  him- 
felf  j fmce  which  it  has  continued  in  his  defendants, 
the  prefent  patron  being  his  grace,  John,  duke  of 
Dorfet. 

CHURCH  OF  JSHURST. 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  •whom  prefented. 

Lords  of  the  manor  of  AJhurJi.  ... 


« And  vicar  of  Birling. 

■f  He  likewife  fucceeded  Mr.  Beck 
in  the  vicarage  of  Birling. 


RECTORS. 

Thomas  t about  the  time  of  king 
Edward  III. 

Theo/ihilus  Beck,  A.  M.  obt. 
1715.' 

Thomas  IVinterbottom,  17 15, obt. 
1717.^ 

......  Penneton,  1721. 

Thomas  Reves,  inllit.  1723. 
Richard  Onley,  A,  M.  1 772,  ob. 
1780.* 

C.  Davis,  1788,  the  prefent 
reftor. 

S In  1772,  a difpenfation  pafled 
for  his  holding  this  reftory  with 
Speldhurii. 


T 4 


THK 


( 28o  ) 


the 

■ HUNDRED 

P T 

BRENCHLEY  AND  HORSMONDEN 

LIES  next  fouthward  from  that  of  Wachlingftonc, 
it  is  not  mentioned  in  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday, 
In  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  as  well  as  in  the 
20th  year  of  king  Edward  HI.  it  was  called  the  hun- 
dred of  Brenchefley  only.  The  addition  fince  of  the 
name  of  Horfemonden,  being  in  fa(5b  no  more  than 
the  name  of  one  of  the  two  half  hundreds  into  which 
this  hundred  was  then  divided. 

In  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  king  and  the 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury  were  lords  of  this  hundred, 

IT  contains  fart  of  the  parishes  of 

1.  Brenchley;  II  3.  Horsemondek; 

2,  Lamberhurst, 

And  the  churches  of  ihofe  parilhes. 

— 

BRENCHLEY 

WRITTEN  in  old  deeds  Branchesle,  and  in  the 
I’extus  Roffenjis,  Bt^ncesle,  lies  the  next  parifli  eaft- 
ward  from  Pembury.  The  village  of  it  is,  almoft  all 
of  it,  within  this  hundred,  though  the  hundred  of  Twy- 
ford  extends  itfelf  over  a narrow  diftrift  of  the  north- 
caft  part  of  this  parifh  into  the  town  of  Brenchley, 
fomc  of  the  houfes  of  which  on  the  eaftern  fide  are 
within  the  jurifdidlion  of  it. 

The  boroughs  of  Stoberfield  and  Roeden,  in  this 
parifh,  are  within  the  manors  of  Eaft  Farlcigh  and 

Eaft 


I 


I 
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Eaft  Peckham,  of  which  the  lands  in  them  are  held  in  '' 
I free  focage  tenure.'' 

This  parish  is  of  large  extent,  being  upwards  of 
four  miles  from  north  to  I'outh,  and  about  three  in 
width.  It  confifts  of  hill  and  dale,  the  foil  is  various, 
on  the  hill  on  which  the  vilLige  Hands,  it  is  a fand,  in- 
L tcrmixed  W'ich  much  of  the  rock  or  fand  Hone,  which 
^ foil  continues  moftly  over  the  northern  part  of  it,  and 

g towards  Horfemonden  green,  the  reft  of  it  is  a ftiff 
miry  clay  in  winter,  excepting  the  high  road,  hardly 
palfable,  and  in  fummer  has  a cakey  lurface,  as  hard 
as  iron. 

7'his  parifh  is  very  woody,  efpecially  on  the  flvirts 
of  it,  the  whole  of  it  has  a dreary  gloomy  afpefi,  as 
well  from  that  as  from  the  quantities  of  large  Ipreading 
oaks  throughout  it.  The  houfes,  which  are  moftly 
old-fafliioned  timbered  buildings,  are  fituated  in  ge- 
neral round  the  different  fmall  greens  or  foftals ; the 
bye  roads  here  are  broad,  and  covered  on  each  fide 
with  green  fwerd,  and  in  wet  weather,  as  well  as  the 
country  round  them  very  deep  and  miry  j the  farms 
are  but  fmall,  and  of  moderate  rents,  and  there  are  fe- 
veral  plantations  of  hop-ground  belonging  to  them. 

The  village,  or  town  of  Brenchley,  as  it  is  fre- 
quently ftiled  in  anticnt  v/ritings,  is  fituated  pleafant 
enough  on  a hill,  the  turnpike  road  leading  through  it 
towards  Horfemonden,  Goudhurft,  and  the  fouthern 
parts  of  the  Weald.  The  houfes  in  it  are  moftly  large 
well-timbered  buildings,  and  of  antient  date  j at  the 
fouth  end  of  it  is  the  church  and  parfonage  ; at  a fmall 
diftance  eaftward  is  a feat  called  Broadoak,  which  was 
in  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign  purchafed  of  feveral  per- 
fons,  by  George  Paine,  citizen  of  London,  whofe  heirs 
in  1698  alienated  it  to  Mr.  John  Hooker,  of  Weft- 
i Peckham,  younger  brother  of  Thomas,  the  grandfather 
of  Thomas  Hooker,  elq.  late  of  T unbridge,  his  fon  of 

* Augmentation-office,  Parliamentary  Surveys. 
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the  fame  name,  died  in  1717,  whole  third  fon  Stephen 
at  length  became  pofTelTed  of  it,  and  left  one  fon,  John 
Hooker,  efq.  now  of  Broadoak,  which  he  rebuilt. 
Pie  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Cooke,  of 
the  county  of  Salop,  by  whom  he  has  one  fon  Stephen, 
and  now  rcfides  in  it. 

About  a mile  weft  ward  of  the  village,  among  others 
round  Matfield-green,  is  a modern  houfe  belonging  to 
Mr.  Bowls  Merchant,  whofe  father  Thomas  Mer- 
chant, built  it  about  fixty  years  ago,  and  he  refides  here 
as  his  anceftors  have  done  for  fome  generations.  At  no 
great  diftance  eaftward  from  Broadoak,  at  Caftle-hill, 
juft  at  the  point  of  the  eminence,  ftands  the  remarkable 
toll  of  trees,  called  Brenchley  toll,  which  from  their 
high  fituation,  are  a remarkable  objedl  for  many  miles 
round. 

In  the  adjoining  wood  there  are  the  remains  of  a 
fquare  mote,  containing  between  three  and  four  acres 
of  grou.nd,  probably  the  feite  of  fome  manor.  This 
wood,  and  the  farm  belonging  to  it,  are  the  property 
of  Mr.  John  Monckton,  they  have  now  no  particular 
name,  but  have  the  reputation  of  having  had  a very 
cxtenfive  manor  once  belonging  to  them. 

There  are  the  remains  of  another  mote  or  intreneh- 
ment  in  this  parifh,  of  great  width  and  depth,  un- 
doubtedly inclofing  a building  of  confiderable  ftrength  ; 
the  area  of  which  is,  I think,  not  quite  fo  large  as  that 
above-mentioned.  There  is  no  name  ufed  either  to 
the  wood  or  farm  adjoining  to  it.  The  family  of 
Daffy,  of  Rumford,  in  Eflex,  were  formerly  owners  of 
it,  and  continued  fo  till  one  of  them  alienated  it  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Outeridge,  the  prefent  pofleffbr  of  it. 

The  manorofBrenchley  was  antientlypart  of  the 
pofleffions  of  the  noble  family  of  Clare,  the  defeendants 
of  which  were  afterwards  earls  of  Gloucefter  and  Hert- 
ford, an  ample  account  of  whom  and  their  defeendants 
has  already  been  given  in  the  defeription  of  the  manor 
and  caftle  of  T unbridge,  with  which  this  manor  conti- 
nued 
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niied  in  like  manner  down  to  Edward,  duke  of  Buck-*, 
ingham,  who  being  found  guilty  of  high  treafon,  and 
beheaded  in  the  13th  year  of  king  Henry  the  Vlllth’s 
reign,  an  a6l  paflcd  for  his  attainder,  and  another  for 
the  reftitution  of  his  fon  Henry  in  blood,  but  not  to 
his  honors  and  lands.  After  which  the  manor  of 
Brenchley  refted  in  the  crown,  till  the  king,  in  hisj  ift 
year,  granted  it,  with  other  premifes  in  this  parilh,  to 
Paul  Sydnor,  efq.  whofe  fon  William  Sydnor,  in  the 
20th  year  of  queen  E,lizabeth,  pafled  it  away  by  fale  to 
William  Lambarde,  efq.  of  Greenwich,  the  perambu- 
lator, who  fettled  it  on  the  alms-houfe  he  had  founded 
in  that  parilh,  called  queen  Elizabeth’s  hofpital,  with 
this  limitation,  that  the  heirs  male  of  his  line  Ihould 
hold  it  in  leafe  for  ever,  and  in  cafe  they  failed,  the  lall 
of  them  fhould  have  power  to  difpofe  of  his  intereft  in 
it,  by  will.  By  virtue  of  which  refervation,  the  leafe 
of  this  manor  has  pafled  in  dired  fuccelTiOn  to  Multon 
Lambard,  efq.  of  Sevenoke,  in  this  county,  the  pre- 
fent  poflTeiror  of  it.' 

Criols  is  another  manor  here,  lying  about  a mile 
and  a half  fouth  well  from  Brenchley  village,  which  in 
the  reign  of  king  Plenty  III.  was  in  the  poflTeflTion  of 
the  eminent  family  of  Criol,  in  which  reign  Bertram 
de  Criol  held  it,  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  of  Alicia  de 
W'altham,  as  Ihe  again  did  of  the  carl  of  Gloucefler. 
He  refided  at  Oftenhanger,  in  this  county,  which  feat 
he  rebuilt,  and  being  much  in  the  king’s  favor,  among 
other  offices  of  truft,  was  made  fherif}'  of  Kent  in  the 
16th  and  26th  years  of  that  reign,  and  had  the  cuftody 
of  the  caftles  of  Dover  and  Rochefter  committed  to 
him.  His  great  grandfon,  John  de  Criol,  died  in  the 
34th  year  of  king  Edward  the  Ift.’s  reign,  leaving 
Joane  his  After  his  next  heir,  married  to  Sir  Richard 
de  Rokefle,  who  in  her  right  inherited  this  manor. 
His  eldeft  daughter  and  coheir  Agnes,  married  Thomas 

; ' See  Sevenoke,  vol.  iii.  p.  89. 
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de  Poynings,  and  intitled  him  to  this  manor,  in  whole* 
name  and  defcendants  it  continued  down  to  Sir  Ed-- 
ward  Poynings,  a man  much  in  favor  with  king  Henry  ’ 
VII.  and  VIII.  being  governor  of  Dover-caftle,  lord- 
warden  of  the  cinque  ports,  and  knight  of  the  garter,, 
and  he  died  potTeffed  of  it  in  the  14th  year  of  the  latter* 
reign,  anno  152-2,  not  only  without  legitimate  ilTue, 
but  without  any  collateral  kindred,  who  could  make 
claim  to  his  eftatesj  fo  that  this  manor,  among  others,, 
cfcheated  to  the  crown,  where  it  feems  to  have  re- 
mained till  that  king,  in  his  31ft  year,  granted  it,  with 
other  premifes  in  this  parifh,  to  Paul  Sydnor,  efq.  his 
agent  to  the  court  of  Spain,  who  died  in  the  6th  year 
of  king  Edward  VI.  and  his  fon  William,  who  had  not 
poflelTion  of  it  till  the  5th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
paired  it  away  in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  with  the 
manor  of  Brenchley  as  above-mentioned,  to  William 
Lambarde,  efq.  of  Greenwich,  the  perambulator,  who 
fettled  it  on  his  new-founded  alms-houfe  in  that  parifh, 
called  queen  Elizabeth’s  hofpital,  with  the  like  limita.- 
tion  as  that  which  he  had  made  in  refped  to  the  ma- 
nor of  Brenchley.  By  virnie  of  which,  the  leaf?  of  this 
manor  has  palfed  in  direct  luccefllon  to  Mukon  Lam- 
bard,  efq.  of  Sevenoke,  in  this  county,  the  prefent  pof- 
felTor  of  it. 

The  manor  of  Mascals,  antiently  called  Mare- 
fcallSy  with  the  two  appendant  ones  of  Copgrove  and 
Ch  EKES  WELL,  3Xt  fituated  near  the  northern  boundiary 
of  this  parilh. 

T^he  firjl  of  theniy  as  appears  by  antient  writings,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  was  owned  by  the  family 
ofColepeper;  one  of  whom,  Walter  Culpeper,  died 
poIfelTed  of  it  in  the  laft  year  of  that  reign,  holding  in 
gavelkind j as  appears  by  the  inquifition  then  rakcn> 
certain  tenements  in  tl>c  parilh  of  Brenchley,  called 
Marefcales,  of  the  lord  Hugh  dc  Audley,  as  of  his 
honor  of  Tunbridge,  by  the  fervice  of  paying  yearly 
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at  his  larder  eight  hogs  and  an  half,  value  fifteen  {hil- 
lings, and  that  his  fons,  Thomas,  Geoffry,  and  John, 
were  his  heirs  and  next  of  kin. 

CoPGROVE  was  in  poflelTion  of  a family  of  the  fame 
name,  who  afterwards  became  likewife  owners  of  Che- 
kefweUy  which  in  the  preceding  reign  of  Edward  1. 
had  been  in  the  poffelTion  of  the  family  of  Hoefe,  of 
whom  Henry  de  Hoefe  died  poffelTed  of  it  in  anno  1 8 
Edward  I.  leaving  Henry  his  fon  and  heir,  who,  anno 
2.2  of  that  reign,  was  fumraoned  to  parliament  among 
tl^e  barons  of  this  realm.  From  one  of  this  family  of 
Copgrove,  as  is  fuppofed,  was  defeended,  though  fome 
time  afterwards,  John  Capgrove,  the  famous  friar  Ere- 
mite, of  St.  Auguiline,  S,  T.  P.  of  Oxford,  and  at 
length  provincial  of  his  order  in  England.  He  was 
probably  born  at  this  place,  and  became  provincial  of 
his  order,  and  the  moft  learned  man  of  it.  Humphry, 
duke  of  Gloucefter  was  his  patron,  under  whofe  protec- 
tion he  publifhed  thofe  works,  which  fliew  how  great  his 
abilities  were,  he  died  at  Lynn,  in  1 484'^.  One  of  them, 
John  de  Copgrove,  fome  time  about  Edward  the  lld.’s 
reign,  fold  both  thefc  manors  to  John  de  Vane,  who 
was  likewift  become  owner  of  the  manor  of  Marefcals, 
or  Mafcals,  as  it  was  then  called his  heir,  Robert  de 
Vane,  paid  refpe<fi:ive  aid  for  them  all  three,  in  the 
2Qth  year  of  king  Edward  III.  as  half  a knight’s,  fee, 
which  John  de  Copgraveheld  in  Brenchefley,  at  Che- 
kefwell,  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter.' 

Thefe  manors  continued  in  the  name  of  Vane,  till 
•the,  latter  end  of  king  Henry  VI.  when  one  of  that 
family  alienated  them  to  Humphry  Stafford,  duke  of 
Buckingham,  from  whom  they  afterwards  pafled  in 
fucceflion  to  his  great-grandibn  Edward, duke  ofBuck- 
■ ingham,  who  being  found  guilty  of  high  treafon  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  was  beheaded  in  the  13th 

Tan.  Bib.  Brit,,  p.  152.  Stev.  Mon.  vol.  ii.  p.  219, 

‘ Book  of  Aid,  anno  20  Edward  111. 
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year  of  it,  and  an  a6t  puffed  for  his  attainder,  and  ano- 
ther foon  afterwards  for  the  reftituuion  of  his  fon  Henry 
in  blood,  but  not  to  his  honors  and  lands. 

Soon  after  the  duke’s  attainder,  the  manors  of  Maf- 
calls  and  Copgrave,  for  I .find  no  further  mention  of 
Chekefwell,  were  granted  to  John  Lyghe,  who  died 
poffeffed  of  them  in  the  15th  year  of  that  reign.  After 
which  they  came  into  the  poffeffion  of  Sir  Edward  Fer- 
rers, of  Badfley  Clinton,  in  VVarwickfhire,  (fon  of  Sir 
Henry,  by  Margaret  Hextall,  of  Eaft  Peckham,  in 
this  county,)  who  died  in  1535,  thefe  manors  being 
then  held  of  the  king  as  of  the  honor  of  Warbilton, 
parcel  of  the  poffeffions  of  the  late  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham attainted,  by  knights  fervice.  His  great-grand- 
fon,  Henry  Ferrers,  feems  to  have  paffed  them  away 
by  fale  in  the  i6th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign  to 
Whetenhall,  commonly  called  Whetnall,  ofEafl;  Peck- 
ham,  and  he  fold  them  about  the  beginning  of  king 
James  I ’s  reign  to  Ouldfworth,  who  not  long  after 
conveyed  them  to  Bartue,  and  he  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  I.  tranfmitted  them  by  fale  to  Mr.  Charles 
Tucker,  whofe  fon  of  the  fame  name  owned  them  at 
the  reftoration,  anno  1660.  How  they  paffed  after- 
wards, I do  not  find  ; but  in  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tury they  were  in  the  name  of  Putland,  one  of  whom, 
Mr.  George  Putland,  of  Tunbridge,  by  will  devifed 
them  to  Mr.  Thomas  Barton,  of  Sevenoke,  his  ne- 
phew, for  life,  remainder  to  Mr.  Thomas  Barton,  his 
great- nephew,  fon  of  Mr.  Walter  Barton,  of  Court- 
lodge,  in  Hadlow,  whofe  fon  John  is  the  prefent  owner 
of  thefe  manors. 

Par  ROCKS  is  a manor,  which  lies  at  the  northern 
extremity  of  this  parifh,  within  the  hundred  of  Twy- 
ford,  and  was  antiently  a manor  appendant  to  that  of 
Weft  Mailing,  which  was  given  by  Gundulph,  bifhop 
of  Rochefter,  in  the  4th  year  of  William  Rufus,  to  the 
benedidtine  nunnery  founded  there  by  him  about  that 
time. 
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This  manor  remained  part  of  the  pofTeffions  of  the 
abbey  of  Mailing  till  the  diflblutioii  of  it  in  the  30th 
year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was,  with  ail  its  re- 
venues, furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  who  that 
year  granted  it,  with  the  reft  of  the  polfefllons  of  the 
abbey,  in  exchange  for  other  premifes,  to  Thomas 
Cranmer,  archbilhop  of  Canterbury.  Thefe  eftates 
were  again  exchanged  with  the  crown  in  the  beginning 
. of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  where  the  fee  of  the 
manor  of  Parlock  lay,  till  king  James  I.  in  his  21ft 
year,  granted  it  to  John  Rayney,  efq.  which  grant  was 
confirmed  by  king  Charles  I,  in  his  2d  year,  to  Sir 
John  Rayney,  bart.  his  eldeft  Ton,  who  was  of  Wrot- 
ham-place,  in  this  county,  who,  though  he  had  then 
a grant  of  the  fee  of  the  manor  of  Parrocks,  yet  he 
never  gained  pofleftion  of  it  till  about  the  time  of  the 
death  of  king  Charles  I.  for  it  had  been  leafed  out  by 
the  abbefs  and  convent,  for  many  years  to  the  family 
of  Hextall,  of  Eaft  Peckham  j one  of  whom,  William 
Hextall,  dying  without  male  iffue,  his  only  daughter 
and  heir  Margaret,  carried  his  interelt  in  it  in  marriage 
to  William  VVhetenhall,  efq.  whofe  defendant,  Sir 
Richard  W'hetenhall,  fold  the  remainder  of  his  term 
in  it  to  George  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  who  died  pof- 
fefted  of  it  anno  5 and  6 Philip  and  Mary.  His  Ion, 
Sir  William  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  fucceeded  him  in 
it,  and  in  the  1 2th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  procured  a 
frefh  term  in  this  manor,  and  then  alienated  it  to  Sir 
Thoma^  Fane,  of  Badfell,  whofe  grandfon,  Mildmay, 
prl  of  Weftmoreland,  afterwards  became  pofie fled  of 
it,  in  whofe  time  the  leafe  expired,  about  the  time  of 
the  death  of  king  C.harles  I.  when  the  fee  of  this  ma- 
nor came  to  Sir  John  Rayney,  as  above-mentioned. 
Soon  after  which  it  was  alienated  to  Bofville,  in  which 
name  it  continued  till_  Henry  Bofville,  of  Bradborne, 
in  Sevenoke,  dying  in  1761  unmarried,  devifed  it 
among  the  reft  of  his  eftates,  in  tail  male,  to  his  kinf- 
man,  bir  Richard  Betenlon,  bart.  v,ho  died  f.  p.  in 

1780, 
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1786,  on  which  it  came  by  the  limitations  of  the  lame 
will,  to  Thomas  Lane,  efq.  of  Sevenoke,  the  prefentr 
pofleflbr  of  this  manor.'" 

A court  baron  is  regularly  held  for  it. 

It  appears  by  the  efeheat  rolls,  that  there  was  an 
eftate  here  called  Moatlands,  which  was  formerly 
part  of  the  poffefTions  of  the  eminent  family  of  Pimpe. 
Reginald  Pimpe  died  in  the  i6thyearof  Henry  VI.  pof- 
fefied  of  a meflliage  in  Brenchley,  called  Le  Moat^  with 
the  lands  and  appurtenances  belonging  to  it.  Sewn 
after  which  it  appears  to  have  come  into  a family, 
called,  from  their  refidence  in  this  parifh,  Brenchley, 
one  of  whom  was  Sir  William  Bruchelle,  or  Brench- 
ley, one  of  the  juftices  of  the  common  pleas,  who  died 
May  20,  1446,  without  iirue,and  lies  buried  with  Joane 
his  wife,  in  the  nave  of  Canterbury  cathedral.  They 
bore  for  their  arms,  A crofs  fatent  engrailed,  as  may 
be  feen  carved  on  the  roof  of  the  cloyfters  of  that 

cathedral.  ^ ^ 

John  Brenchley,  efq.  was  owner  of  it  in  Henry  VI.’s 
reign,  and  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Margaret,  , 
who,  in  the  21ft  year  of  it,  carried  it  in  marriage  to 
William  More,  efq.  of  More-court,  in  Ivechurch,  who 
was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  fon,  Walter  More,  elq.  of  1 
Benenden,  who  died  in  the  19th  year  of  Henry  VII. 
leaving  two  fons,  Thomas,  of  Benenden  ; and  Wil- 
liam, of  Bettenham,  in  Cranbrooke  ; between  whom  ' 
this  eftate  became  divided,  the  line  of  feparation  croft- 
ing the  Mote  and  the  foundations  of  the  old  manfion 
of  it.  lhat  part  of  Moatlands  to  which  the  manerial 
rights  were  annexed,  was  allotted  to  the  former,  whofe 
fon  John,  about  the  reign  of  queen  Mary,  alienated 
Moatlands  to  Thomas  Robert,  alias  Robertes,  gent, 
who  lies  buried,  with  his  three  wives,  Elizabeth,  Joane, 
and  Agnes,  in  this  church  ; whofe  defendants  refided 
here  till  George  Roberts,  leaving  a fon  Walter,  and  a 

" See  Bradborne,  in  Sevenoke,  vol.  iii.  p.  8^. 
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daughter  Margaret,  married  to  Walter  Roberts,  fon 
and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas  Roberts,  bart.  of  GlafTenbury, 
fhe  on  the  death  of  her  brother  without  furviving  ifllie,  ' 
entitled  her  hulband  to  this  eftatc  ; and  from  him  this 
cltate  defeended  in  diredl  fucceflion  to  Sir  Walter  Ro- 
berts, bare,  of  Glafienbury,  who  died  in  1745,  leaving 
one  only  daughter  and  furviving  heir  Jane,  who  carried 
this  eftate  in  marriage  to  George,  duke  of  St.  Albans, 
who  furvived  her,  and  afterwards  poflefl'ed  a life  eftate 
in  it.  He  died  in  1786,  on  which  it  devolved  by  tlie 
dutchefs’s  will,  who  had  the  power  of  difpofing  of  the 
fee  of  it  to  her  father’s  heir  male,  of  the  family  of  Ro- 
berts, of  Ireland,  of  whom  John  Roberts,  efq.  is  the 
prefent  owner  of  it. 

T'he  other  part  of  Moatlands  feems  to  have  been  alie- 
nated from  the  defeendants  of  William  More,  of  Bet- 
tenham,  about  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  to  George 
Payne,  of  London,  by  whofe  heirs  it  was  fold  in  1698, 
with  Broadoak  in  this  parifh,  as  has  been  already  men- 
tioned before,  to  John  Hooker,  efq.  the  prefent  owner 
of  it. 

Catt’s-place,  with  the  manor  belonging  to  it, 
called  CatletSy  alias  Salmon^  is  likewife  fituated  in  this 
pariflii,  about  a mile  northward  from  Brenchley  town, 
but  within  the  hundred  of  Twyford,  being  held 
of  the  manor  of  Yalding.  Tlie  manfion  of  it  was  an- 
tiently  the  refidence  of  Hugh  de  Catt,  who  implanted 
his  name  on  it;  his  defeendants  continued  in  the  pof* 
fefllon  of  it  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  when  it 
was  pafTed  away  to  Tilden,  of  Marden,  one  of  whofe 
defeendants,  after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  alienated 
it  to  Balfage,  in  which  name  it  continued  till  William 
and  James  Balfage  fold  it  to  James  Turvin,  efq,  of 
Hertfordftiire,  whofe  fon  of  the  fame  name  leaving  two 
daughters  his  coheirs,  one  of  whom  marrying  Robert 
Buttery,  efq*  he  is  at  this  time  entitled  to  the  polfef- 
fion  of  it. 

VOI/.  v.  . u 
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Stockshill  and  Studmore  are  two  manors  her  c 
which  had  antiendy  owners  who  afllimed  their  lur- 
, names  from  them,  and  continued  thus  diftinguilhed  till 
the  time  of  king  Henry  VI.  and  then  the  latter  was 
likewife  by  purchafe  come  into  the  family  of  Stock. 
In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII,  both  thefe  manors 
were  in  the  polTefTion  of  Paul  Sydnor,  who  was  owner 
of  other  principal  eftates  in  this  parifh,  and  his  fon, 
William  Sydnor,  in  the  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth’s 
reign,  conveyed  them  by  fale  to  Robert  Berney,  and 
he,  about  the  year  1584,  alienated  them  to  Robert 
Byng,  efq.  who  died  polTelfed  ot  Stocklhill  and  Stod- 
merhill  manors,  in  Brenchley  and  Yalding,  in  1595, 
as  appears  by  the  inquifition  then  taken  j after  which 
they  continued  in  his  defendants  to  his  great-grand  fon 
John  Byng,  efq.  who  foon  after  the  reftoration  alie- 
nated both  theie  manors.  Since  which,  after  feveral 
intermediate  owners,  they  pafled  into  the  name  of 
Monckton,  in  which  they  ftill  continue,  Mr.  John 
Monckton  being  the  prefent  proprietor  of  them. 

CHARITIES. 

R ICHARD  Bishop  gave  by  will  to  the  poor  of  this  parifli, 
the  fum  of  lol.  the  intereft  of  it  to  be  diftributed  yearly  among 
five  poor  and  impotent  parifhioners,  veiled  in  Mr.  Solomoa 
Norris,  and  now  of  the  annual  amount  of  10s. 

John  Downer,  late  of  Brenchley,  gave  by  will  in  1578, 
the  fum  of  2I.  per  annum,  to  be  paid  out  of  certain  lands  in 
this  parilh,  called  Puckfled  fields,  now  veiled  in  Mr.  Edward 
Monckton. 

George  Pain,  es<^-  formerly  of  Broadoak,  in  1682  gave 
by  will  to  the  poor  of  this  parilh  the  fum  of  lol.  per  annum*, 
to  be  dillributed  in  fuch  manner  as  the  miniller,  churchwar. 
dens,  and  fubflandal  inhabitants  Ihould  think  fit,  to  be  paid 
out  of  that  ellate. 

Captain  Stephen  Woodoate,  gave  by  will  in  1672, 
il.  los.  per  annum,  -to  be  paid  out  of  a melTuage  and  orchard 
near  Broadoak,  in  this  parilli,  veiled  in  John  Hooker,  efq. 

Jo H N Porter,  late  of  Brenchley,  gave  by  deed  in  1763,  3 1, 
per  annum,  to  be  paid  out  of  lands  in  this  parilh,  to  be  ap- 
plied towards  the  teaching  of  two  or  more  poor  children  to 
read,  if  a fchool  here,  and  if  no  Ichool,  then  is.  to  be  given 
• weekly  in  bread,  and  is.  a piece  on  St.  Thomas’s  day  to  fix 

poor 
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poor  perfons,  and  the  other  29.  to  be  laid  out  in  wifie  for  the 
truftees,  by  whom  the  poor  and  children  Ihould  be  nominated^ 
Veiled  in  John  Botten,  and  now  of  the  above  annual  amount. 

The  poor  who  receive  condanc  relief  yearly  are  in  number 
about  eighty,  thofe  cafually  180. 


Brenchley  is  Within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints.  In  it  there 
are  monuments  and  infcriptions  for  the  families  of  Ro- 
berts and  Courthope,  and  an  infcription  for  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  George  Fane,  efq.  of  Tudeley,  in  1566. 

This  church  feems  antiently  to  have  been  efteemed 
but  as  a chapel  to  the  adjoining  parifh  church  of  Yald- 
ing ; Richard  de  Clare,  earl  of  Hertford,  gave  that 
church,  with  this  chapel,  and  all  its  appurtenances,  in 
pure  and  perpetual  alms,  to  the  priory  of  Tunbridge, 
lately  founded  by  him  there. 


After  which  I find  it  no  longer  mentioned  as  a cha- 
pel, but  as  an  independent  parochial  church.  Bifhop 
Henry  de  Sandford,  who  came  to  the  fee  of  Rochefter 
in  1227,  confirmed  the  church  of  Brenchley  to  the 
prior  and  canons  before-mentioned,  to  be  pofiTefled  by 
them  as  an  appropriation  for  ever ; faving,  a perpetual 
vicarage  for  a prieft,  to  be  prefented  to  it  by  them, 
who  fhould  for  the  time  being  perfonally  ferve  in  it ; 
and  that  he  fliould,  in  the  name  of  a perpetual  vi- 
carage,^ have  the  whole  altarage,  and  all  fmall  tithes, 
obventions  of  the  altar,  and  tithes  of  curtilages,  and  all 
the  tithes  of  corn  and  pulfe,  and  hay  of  IVeJlroterin- 
denne^  (now  called  Witherenden J which  was  of  the  fee 
of  the  abbels  of  Mailing,  and  lay  between  the  way 
which  leads  from  Yalding  towards  Condingcbery  and 
the  land  of  Hamon  de  la  Downe,  and  extended  itfelf 
in  length  from  Badefliulle  to  Matefeld  i and  that  he 
fhould  have,  in  the  name  of  a glebe,  four  acres  of 
land,  which  lay  adjoining  to  the  meffuage  of  Simon  de 
Wahull,  towards  the  north,  between  the  road  which 
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leads  to  the  houfe  of  the  parfon  of  Brcnchley  and  the  1 
houfe  of  Folk  i and  tl>4t  he  Ihould  have  yearJy  frotn.  | 
the  barns  of  die  prior  and  canons  of  Brenchefle,  two 
feams  of  oats,  and  two  Teams  of  crowe  for  his  palfry, 
paying  yearly  to  the  pripr  and  canons  from  the  vi- 
carage, two  wax  tapers  of  four  pounds  each  j buf  that 
the  vicar  fhould  fiiftain  all  epifcopal  burthens,  and  all 
others  due  and  accuftomed.  As  to  the  two  fearns  of  ' 
crowe  as  above-mentioned,  in  the  Latin  deed,  it  isj  duas^ 
Suinmas  dc  Crowe-,  the  meaning  of  which,  I own,  I do 
not  underhand,  but  think  it  is  mod  probably  a miftake 
of  the  tranfcriber.  At  prefent  the  payment  is  made  to 
the  vicar  in  two  Teams  ot  oats, 

In  which  hate, this  redory,  with  the  advowTon  of 
the  vicarage,  - and  the  manor  of  Barnes  likewife 
appendant  to  the  redory  of  Brenchley,  remained  till 
the  diflblution  of  the  priory  of  Tunbridge  in  the  rei^a 
of  king  I^enry  VIJI.  who  in  the  17th  year  of  it, 
granted  that  priory,  with  all  its  pofTefiTions,  among 
which  was  this  church  and  the  manor  of  Barnes,  with 
the  4nd  and  appurtenances  belonging  to  them,  to  car- 
dinal WolTey,  Tor  the  better  endowment  of  his  college,  ' 
commonly  called  Cardinal’s  college.,  in  Oxford,"  But 
that  great  prelate  being  call  in  a pranmme,  all  the 
eftates  of  the  above-mentioned  college,  which  had  not 
been  firmly  fettled  on  it,  were  forfeited,  and  came  into 
the  king’s  hands,  where  this  redory,  manor,  and  ad- 
vowTon remained,  till  the  31ft  year  of  that  reign,  when 
the  king  granted  them  to  Paul  S>  dnor,  gent,  to  hold 
in  capite  by  knights  Tervice.  His  Ton,  William  Syd- 
nor,  efq.  Tucceeded  to  thefe  premiTes  in  the  5th  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  and  not  long  afterwards  alienated  1 
tlvem  to  William  Waller,  efq.  of  Groombridge,  who 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Walter 
Hendley,  by  whom  he  had  three  Tons  and  three  daugh- 

* Ryro.  Feed.  vol.  xtv.  p.  173.  Slrype’s  Ecclef.  Memoirs,, 
vel.  i.  Append.  No.  2.8>. 


ters. 


&RENCHLEY.  293 

ters<  She  rurvived  him,  and  appears  to  have  poflefled 
theie  premifes  in  Brenchley,  and  afterwards  married 
George  Fane,  efq.  of  Badfell. 

Her  eldeftfon,  by  her  firft  hufbandSir  Walter  Wal- 
ler, fucceeded  her  here,  and  his  fon  Sir  Thomas  Wal- 
ler, of  Groombridge,  alienated  the  manor  of  Barnes, 
and  the  redory  of  Brenchley,  with  the  advowfon  of  the 
vicarage,  to  John  Courthope,  elq.  afterwards  of 
Brenchley,  youngeft  brother  of  Sir  George  Courthope, 
of  Whlleigh,  in  Sute,  who  died  pofJefred  of  them  in 
1649,  in  whofe  family  they  have  continued^  down  to 
George  Courthope,  elq.  now  of  Uckfield,  in  Suflex, 

the  prefent  owner  of  them. 

This  family  is  foppofed  by  ilmt  to  ha^)^e  ^e^eh  6n^- 
nallv  feated  at  Courthope-ftreet,  commonly  written 
Coiirt-at-Jireet,  near  Limne>  in  this  county.  One  branch 
of  them  fettled  at  Goddards  green,  in  Cranbrook, 
whence  defcendcd  thofe  of  Danny,  in  SufTex,  and  ot 
Horfemonden,  in  this  county,  both  now  extind.  Ano- 
ther branch  fettled  At  Stodmarlh,  heat  Cantefbiiry^ 
how  likevvife  extind;  ah'd  another  at  Whdeigh,  in 
SiifTex,  the  only  One  now  i^eifiaihing  of  it,  who  now  re- 
fide  at’Uckfield,  in  SulfeX  ; of  vvhich  brancli  is  Gehtge 
Courthope,  efq.  the  prefeht  'poireffor  of  d^is  redory, 
whofe  father  and  grandfathd,  both  of  the  naih^  'Of 
George,  intermarried  into  the  faOrily  'Of  CaiOpion,  of 
Danny,  in  Surtax.  The  prefent  Mr.  George  Codr- 
thope,  (whofe  y'ounger  brother  Henry  was  \^icar  of 
this  parilh,  and  died  unmartie'd),  married  Francis  Bar- 
bara, daughter  of  William  Campion,  efcj.  Of  DaOhy, 
and  has  two  fons,  George  ; arid  V\  illiam  how  Vicar  ot 
this  parilh,  and  a daughter  Frantcsv  They  beat  for 
their  arms,  Argent,  a fefs  hetweth  thne  efioils  azure.  ^ 

The  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
12I.  18s.  9d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  5s.  roid. 

In  1608  there  were  664  comniunicaiits-. 
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CHURCH  OF  BRENCHLEY. 

PATRONS,  Csfc. 


Or  by  luhom  prefented. 


George  Courthope,  e/q. 


VICARS. 

John  Ftrral,  in  ijS!.** 

Edrus  Hen/ball^  about  1630.*' 
John  Monk  ton,  obt.  1709. 

JoJiah  Strother,  A.  M,  inftit. 
M.y  4,  1709,  obt.  March  8, 
1744. 

IVilliam  Courthope,  obt.  1773. 
Henry  Courthope,  A.  M.  inilit, 
April  1773,  the  prefcnt 
vicar. 


t A noted  ftory  of  him  is  related  In  q He  was  afterwards  driven  out  by 
Scott’s  Dlfcoutfc  on  Witchcraft,  p.  5.  the  rebels  of  thofe  times. 


L"A  M B E R H U R S T. 

THE  next  parifh  fouthward  fiom  Brenchley  is 
Lamberhurft,  which  probably  takes  its  name  from  the 
foft  clay  on  which  it  is  fituated,  and  the  woods  with 
which  it  fo  plentifully  abounds.  Lam,  in  the  Saxon 
language  fignifying  a foft  loam  or  clay,  and  hurji  a 
wood  j which  name  of  Lamhurji  by  the  vulgar  cor- 
ruption of  it,  and  the  fucceflion  of  time,  has  been  long 
changed  into  its  prefent  one  of  Lamberhurfl:. 

The  stream  which  rifes  in  Waterdown  foreft,  in 
Suflex,  being  one  of  the  principal  heads  of  the  Med- 
way, runs  through  this  parifh,  and  feparates  this  county 
from  that  of  Suflex,  in  which  the  larger  part  of  this  pa- 
rifh lies.  That  part  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  ftream, 
in  this  county,  is  about  two  miles  acrofs  in  extent,  the 
furface  of  it  is  a continued  hill  and  dale,  the  foil  near 
the  village  is  a fand,  but  the  moft  part  of  it  is  a very 
ftiff  clay,  cfpecially  in  the  large  tracts  of 'coppice  wood, 
which  extend  over  by  far  the  greateft  part  of  the  parifhi 
in  thelc  and  the  adjoining  woods  there  are  leveral  fur- 
naces for  melting  and  manufa<5luring  the  iron  ore,  with 

which . 
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which  they  abound,  the  only  one  of  them  in  that  part 
of  this  parifh,  within  this  county,  is  called  Lamber- 
hurft,  alias  Gloucefter  furnace,  being  named  in  honor 
of  the  duke  of  Gloucefter,  queen  Anne’s  fon,  who  in 
the  year  1698  vifited  it  from  Tunbridge-wells.  The 
iron- rails  round  Sc.  Paul’s  church-yard,  in  London, 
were  caft  at  this  furnace.  They  compofe  the  moft 
magnificent  baluftrade  perhaps  in  the  univerfe,  being 
of  the  height  of  five  feet  and  fix  inches,  in  which  there 
are  at  intervals  feven  iron  gates  of  beautiful  workman- 
lliip,  which,  together  with  the  rails,  weigh  upwards  of 
two  hundred  tons  j the  whole  of  which  amounted  to 
the  fum  of  1 1,000}.  and  upwards. 

Thefe  woods  are  moftly  oak  coppice,  fometimes, 
though  but  rarely,  intermixed  with  hazel,  and  inter- 
fperfed  with  oak  trees,  which  are  much  fewer  in  them 
than  formerly,  owing  to  the  great  increafe  of  the  price 
of  timber,  and  the  confumption  made  of  them  for 
thefe  furnaces. 

There  are  plenty  of  little  fprings  among  them,  of  a 
browner  colour  than  is  common  to  ordinary  waters, 
which  leave  in  their  palTage  tinflures  of  ruft.  The  iron 
ore  is  found  in  great  abundance  in  moft  parts  of  thefe 
woods,  but  different  in  colour,  weight,  and  goodnefs. 
That  which  is  not  fo  fit  for  common  ufe,  on  account  of 
its  being  fiaort  and  brittle  when  melted,  is  mingled  in 
due  quantity  with  cinder,  being  the  refufe  of  the  ore 
after  the  metal  has  been  extra<fted  from  it,  which  gives 
it  that  temper  of  toughnefs  as  makes  it  fit  for  ufe. 
Great  quantities  of  cannon,  as-  well  for  the  ufe  of  go- 
vernment as  the  merchants,  are  caft  at  thefe  furnaces, 
befides  backs  for  ftoves,  and  fuch  like,  as  well  as  bars 
from  the  belt  fort  of  the  ore,  after  having  been  worked 
in  the  forges  for  that  purpofe. 

The  village,  or  town  of  Lamberhurft,  as  it  is  fome- 
times called,  is  fituated  about  forty  miles  diftance  from 
London,  on  each  fide  of  theftream  above-mentioned, 
over  which  there  is  a bridge  of  three  arches,  and  ftands 
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partly  in  Kent,  and  partly  in  SuflTex.  On  the  weftern  | 
fide  f>f  the  ftreet,  within  this  comity,  there  is  a large  well- 
timbered  houlc,  which  from  its  appearance  feems  to 
have  long  been  a gentleman’s  houfe,  it  was  for  feveral 
generations  in  the  poflelTion  of  the  family  of  Thomas  j 
one  of  them,  Alexander  Thomas,  efq.  refided  here, 
and  died  poffelfed  of  it  in  1657,  in  whole  defeendants 
it  continued  down  to  Richard  Thomas,  who  about  the 
year  1740  fold  it  to  Mr.  Bridget,  of  Suflex,  and  he 
again  alienated  it  to  Mr.  John  Fofter,  in  which  name 
it  ftill  continues.  The  two  principal  roads,  the  one 
from  London  through  Tunbridge,  and  the  other  from 
Maidftone  through  Yalding,  having  joined  juft  above 
the  village,  leads  through  it  into  Sufi’ex.  At  a fmall 
diftance  weftward  from  the  fpot  where  thefe  roads 
meet  is  the  antient  manfion  of  the  parfonage,  and  at  a 
like  diftance  on  the  oppofite  (kle,  the  Court-lodge, 
fituated  with  the  church  near  it  on  the  rife  of  a hill. 

About  a mile  weftward,  clofe  to  the  foutliern  fide  of 
the  ftream  within  Sulfex,  are  the  ruins,  and  the  feat  of 
Beyham,  great  part  of  which  are  in  the  parifh  of  Fant, 
and  on  the  other  fKle  of  it  within  Kent,  though  at  a 
little  further  diftance,  the  eftate  of  Hoadley,  within 
that  part  of  this  parilh  called  L 'mderidge  quarter,  in  the 
upper  part  of  which,  near  the  thirty-feventh  mile-ftone, 
on  the  Tunbridge  road,  is  an  eftate,  formerly  called 
from  the  antient  pofleflbrs  of  it.  Dunks,  but  now  Old 
Farm.  It  was  for  fome  generations  afterwards  owned 
by  a branch  of  the  Hendkys,  of  Cranbrooke,  of  thefe, 
Thomas  Hendley  diedpoflefled  of  it  in  1716,  leaving 
feveral  fons,  of  whom  Peter  and  Alexander  lived  at 
Goudhurft,  and  were  clothiers  there  a few  years  ago ; 
Walter,  an  intermediate  fon,  became  on  his  father’s 
death  pofTeffed  of  this  eftate,  and  afterwards  fold  it  to 
Pattenden,  who  alienated  it  to  Spence,  as  he  did  foon 
afterwards  to  Gibbs  Crawford,  efq.  of  Eaft  Grinftcd, 
the  prefent  owner  of  it. 


The 
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The  part  of  this  parifh  within  Sufiex  is  feparated 
from  this  county  and  the  paritli  of  Goudhurfl:  by  a 
ftream,  called  the  Bewle,  acrofs  which,  over  a bridge 
of  the  fame  name,  the  high  road  from  Lamberhurft 
pafles  towards  Flimwell,  Hawkhurft,  and  towards  Rye 
in  SufTex.  About  half  a mile  below  Bewle  bridge,  iiear 
the  eaft  bank  of  the  llream,  is  the  manfion  of  Scotney, 
fituated  in  a deep  vale,  and  fo  furrounded  with  woods, 
as  to  give  it  a moft  gloomy  and  rechrie  appearance  j 
it  is  a handfome  ftone  building,  ar>d  appears  to  be  only 
the  half  of  what  was  firft  intended  to  be  built.  It  was 
moated  round,  and  had,  till  the  late  Mr.  Darell  pulled 
them  down,  aftrong  ftone  gate-way,  with  towers,  &c. 
feemingly  intended  to  guard  the  approach  to  it.  The 
river,  which  here  divides  the  two  counties,  once  ran 
through  the  centre  ol  the  ground  plat,  on  which  the 
houfe  ftands ; about  a mile  below  Scotney  it  joins 
the  Bcyham  ftream,  with  which  it  flows  on  to  Yalding, 
where  it  meets  the  main  ftream  of  the  Medway. 

There  is  in  this  parifh  a family  of  the  name  of 
Wimfhurft,  in  old  writings  fpelt  Wilmfliurft,  formerly 
of  confiderable  property  in  it,  but  they  have  latelv  alie- 
nated it  all. 

A fair  is  held  in  this  parifli  on  Old  Lady-day  yearly, 
for  cattle,  &c.  the  profits  of  which  belong  to  the 
owners  of  the  parfonage,  and  there  is  another  fair  heki 
in  the  village  yearly  on  the  21ft  of  May. 

This  parish  was  antiently  part  of  the  pofleflTions 
of  the  eminent  family  of  Creveqiier,  and  was  a limb  of 
their  barony  of  Leeds  in  this  county  ; one  part  of  it 
was  held  of  them  by  the  family  of  Lenham  j one  of 
whom,  Nicholas  de  Lenham,  obtained  a charter  of 
/ree  warren  for  his  lands  here  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  HI.  they  were  fucceeded  by  the  Chidcrofts,  who 
refided  here  for  fome  generations,  and  bore  for  their 
arms  the  fame  coat  as  that  of  the  family  of  Colepeper, 
viz.  a bend  engrailed.  This  was  a frequent  cuftom  at 
that  time,  many  ufing  the  coat  of  their  fuperior  lord,  of 
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whom  they  held  in  fee,  or  in  whofe  fervice  they  were, 
and  others  procured  a grant  from  them  of  it,  but  hardly 
any  were  borne  without  fome  difference  to  diftinguifh 
one  from  the  other.  Thus  as  the  earl  of  Chefter  bore 
gari>s  or  wheatfheaveSy  many  gentlemen  of  that  county 
bore  wh.atJJoeaves  likewife.  The  old  earls  of  War- 
wick bore  Chequyy  or  and  azure,  a chevron  ermine,  from 
which  many  of  that  county  bore  ermine  and  chequy. 
In  L-eicefterfhire,  many  bore  cinquefoils,  in  imitation  of 
the  antient  earls  of  that  county  ; and  in  other  counties 
the  fame.  But  to  return  to  this  county;  the  Guifes 
bore  the  arms  of  Hugo  de  Burgh,  earl  of  Kent,  with 
a canton  for  difference.  The  Hardres’s  bore  the  chev^ 
ron  of  the  family  of  Clare,  with  the  addition  of  the 
lion  rampant  debruifed.  The  Everings,  the  Hougham’s, 
the  Criols,  aud  others,  did  .the  fame,  with  their  refpec- 
tive  differences.  I'he  Shurlands,  Rokefleys,  and  Kirk- 
bys  bore  the  fix  lions  rampant  ufed  by  Ley  borne,  of 
Leyborne.  The  Peckhams,  Tarrocks,  and  St.  Nicho- 
las’s bore  the  arms  of  the  Says,  quarterly,  or  and  gides, 
but  placed  it,  for,  difference,  in  chief.  Nor  was  this 
family  of  Chidcroft  the  only  one  in  this  county,  which 
bore  the  arms  of  Colepeper;  for  the  Haldens,  of  Hal- 
den,  and  a branch  of  the  Malmains,  did  the  like.  Tut- 
Iham,  of  Tutfham,  bore  the  like  arms  to  thofe  of  Eaf- 
tangrave,  of  Eaftangrave,  in  Eatonbridge ; Brenley, 
of  Brenley,  in  Boughton,  to  thofe  of  Ratling,  of  Rat- 
ling, in  Nonington;  Perforer,  of  Eaftling,  to  thofe  of 
Lenham,  of  Lcnham ; and  laftly,  Watringbury,  of 
Watringbury,  to  thofe  of  Savage,  of  Bobbing.  There 
are  many  inffances  of  the  grants  of  the  coat  armour 
from  a lord  to  his  inferior,  among  others,  Humphry, 
earl  of  Stafford,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  granted 
to  Robert  Whitgrave  the  bearing  of  the  chevron  gules, 
in  fuch  manner  as  is  exprefled  in  the  grant." 

' See  Philipott,  p.  210.  Camden’s  Remains,  p. acpetfeq.  - 
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But  to  return  ; one  of  this  family,  Thomas  de  Chid- 
croft,  died  poflefled  of  this  eftate  in  the  ift  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  'T'he  other  part,  in  which  the  manor 
was  included,  was  held  of  the  Crevequers,  as  half  a 
knight’s  fee,  in  the  reign  of  king  John,  by  Nicholas  dc 
Kenith,  nomine  dotis,  who  gave  it  to  the  abbot  and 
convent  of  Robertlbridge,  in  Sufiex. 

Hamo  de  Crevequer,  grandfon  of  Robert,  con- 
firmed this  gift  of  the  manor  of  Lambhurfi:,  &:c.  for 
which  the  abbot  had  paid  him  thirty-five  marcs  of  fil- 
ver,  of  the  goods  of  his  church.  Soon  after  the  ab- 
bot’s coming  into  pofTefTion  of  this  manor,  there  arofe 
great  difputes  between  him  and  the  archbifhop  con- 
cerning it,  which  were  finally  fettled  anno  1266,  51 
king  Henry  III. 

In  the  2 iff  year  of  king  Edw'ard  I.  upon  a quo  war- 
ranto, the  abbot  and  convent  claimed  view  of  frank- 
pledge, and  other  liberties,  to  their  manor  here,  againft 
the  king,  who  laid  claim  to  it.  But  the  abbot  pro- 
ducing the  king’s  charter,  his  claim  was  allowed  be- 
fore J.  de  Berewicke  and  others,  juftices  itinerant,’ 
and  in  the  8th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  the  archbilhop 
had  a grant  for  a market  and  fair  in  this  parifli. 

In  which  fituation  this  manor  continued  till  the  fup- 
preflion  of  the  abbey  of  Robertfbridge,  in  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  the  abbey,  together  with 
all  its  pofTefTions,  (this  manor  being  then  devifed  by 
the  abbot  and  convent  at  the  yearly  rent  of  fourteen 
pounds)  came  into  the  king’s  hands,  and  was  confirmed 
to  him  and  his  heirs,  by  the  general  words  of  the  a6f, 
pafled  in  the  3 1 ft  of  that  reign  for  this  purpofe. 

After  which,  the  king,  by  feveral  indentures  and  let- 
ters patent,  in  his  30th,  3 2d,  and  33d  years  granted 
the  abbey,  with  this  manor  and  the  reft  of  its  poffcf- 
fions,  to  Sir  William  Sydney  and  Anne  his  wife,  and 
their  heirs  male,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice, 

I Tanner,  p#  559.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  173. 
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all  which  he  furrendered  up.  In  confideration  of 
which,  and  a fum  of  money  paid  upon  a new  agreement, 
the  king,  in  his  33d  year,  ibid  to  Sir  William  Sydney 
and  his  heirs,  the  manor  of  Lamberhurfi:,  together  with 
all  lands  and  pofleffions  belonging  to  the  monaftery  in 
Lamberhurft,  and  elfewhere,  the  fcite  of  the  late  ab- 
bey, and  all  other  pofleffions  belonging  to  it,  to  hold 
by  the  fuic  of  one  w'hole  knight’s  fee,  and  the  annual 
rent  of  26I.  12s.  4d.  His  grandfon.  Sir  Robert  Sid- 
ney, who  was  created  carl  of  Leiceftcr,  obtained  new 
letters  patent  of  this  manor,  anno  5 James  I.  to  hold 
it  of  the  king  as  of  his  manor  of  Eaft  Greenwich,  in 
yire  focage  tenurCy  by  fealty  only  in  lieu  of  ail  other 
rents  and  fer vices, ‘ and  then  alienated  it  to  John  Por- 
ter, efq.  who  rebuilt  the  courtlodge,  where  he  after- 
wards refided.  He  was  Ton  of  Richard  Porter,  of 
Begeham,  in  this  parifli,  defcendcd  from  Wm.  Porter, 
of  Markham,  in  Nottinghamfhire,  ofwho/e  fons,  John, 
the  eldefl;  furviving,  fucceeded  his  father  at  Mark- 
ham, and  was  anceftor  of  the  branch  fettled  at  Belton, 
in  Lincolnfhire  j Stephen  was  anceftor  of  thofe  ofBege- 
ham  and  Lamberhurft,  of  whom  was  John  Porter,  the 
purchafer  of  this  manor,  and  Robert  was  dean  of  Lin- 
coln. They  bore  for  their  arms,  Sable y three  bells  argent, 
a canton  ermine.  John  Porter,  elq.  above-mentioned,  in 
the  3d  year  of  king  Charles  I.  obtained  a confirmation 
of  free-warren  made  to  Nicholas  de  Lenham  as  above- 
mentioned,  within  all  the  demefne  lands  of  this  manor, 
not  being  within  the  bounds  of  the  king’s  forefts.  His 
two  grandfons,  John  and  Richard,  dying  / p.  his 
daughter  Elizabeth,  married  Sir  John  Hanby,  ofLin- 
colnfhire,  became  their  heir,  and  he  in  her  right  be- 
came pofTefTed  of  this  manor,  and  died  without  male 
iflue,  leaving  an  only  daughter  Elizabeth,  who  carried 
it  in  marriage  to  John  Chaplin,  efq.  of  the  fame  county, 

‘ Augtn.  ofF  Deeds  of  Purchafe  and  Exchange,  box  A.  46, 
C.  7-7.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 
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W'hofe  grandfon,  John  Chaplin,  efq.  left  three  daugh- 
ters his  coheirs,  of  whom  Elizabeth,  married  to  Ed- 
ward Aylcoughe,  eftj,  entitled  her  hulband  to  the  pof- 
feffion  of  it,  and  then  joining  with  him  alienated  it  to 
WillianT  Morland,  efq.  who  refided  at  the  court-lodge. 
Ele  was  defcended  from  anceftors  featcd  at  Morland, 
m Wcftmoreland,  and  bore  for  his  arms.  Azure,  a griffin 
rampant,  or.  He  married  Ellen,  daughter  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas Joh.nfon,  of  Idverpool,  by  whom  he  had  Thomas 
Morland,  efq.  of  the  court-lodge,  which  he  much  im- 
proved, and  d^ing  in  1784,  was  brought  hither  and 
buried  in  this  church.  By  Anne,  daughter  and  coheir 
of  William  Matfon,  efq.  of  Lancalhire,  he  left  feveral 
children,  of  whom  the  eldeft  fon,  William  Alexander 
Morland,  efq.  lucceeded  him  in  this  manor,  and  is  the 
prefent  owner  of  it. 

There  is  a court  leetand  court  baron  held  regularly 
for  this  manor. 

Hod'Leigh  is  a reputed  manor,  fituated  at  the  wef- 
tern  part  of  this  parifli,  which  antiently  belonged  to  the 
college  of  St  Peter,  at  Lingfield,  in  Surry,  which 
fcems  to  have  been  fupprelfed  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VTII.  for  that  king  in  his  38th  year,  granted 
this  manor  among  other  premifes  belonging  to  the 
college,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice,  to  Tho- 
mas Cawarden,  or  Cardan,  as  he  was  fometimes  called 
for  Hiortnefs,*'  one  of  whofe  defcendants,  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  pafled  it  away  by  falc  to  Edward  FiL- 
mer,  elq.  afterwards  knighted  by  that  queen,  and  of 
Eaft  Sutton,  in  this  coimty,  and  from  him  this  manor 
at  length  defcended  down  to  Sir  John  Filmer,  bart.  of 
Eaft  Sutton,  who  died  f.p.  in  1797,  being  then  the 
pofleflbr  of  it. 

In  that  part  of  this  parifh  which  lies  in  the 
county  of  Suffex,  there  are  tzvo  capital  places,  which 
though  not  ftridlly  within  the  defcription  of  this  county, 

“ Tan.  Mon.  p.  54;.  Philipott,  p,  aop-. 
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muft  not  be  omitted  in  it.  The  firfl:  of  them  is  Be- 
GEHAM,  ufually  called  Bayham  abbey^  firuated  about 
three  quarters  of  a mile  diftant  I'outh-weftward  from  Hod- 
leigh,  and  rlofe  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ftream  which 
feparates  the  two  counties.  It  was  founded  at  a place 
here  called  Beaulieu,  about  the  year  1200,  by  Robert, 
nephew  of  Michael  de  'I'urnham,  for  monks  of  the 
Pramonjlratenjian  order  ; fome  of  whom  he  removed 
from  Brockley,  in  Deptford,  hither  for  that  purpofe. 

Thefe  religious  had  been  firll  fettled  at  Ottham,  in 
Sulfcx,  by  Ralph  de  Dene  ; but  finding  that  place  in- 
convenient for  the  purpofe,  they  began  an  eftablifh- 
ment  at  Brockley,  where  they  remained  a very  fmall 
time,  before  they  quitted  both  thofe  places,  and  re- 
moved hither,  with  the  conient  of  Ella  de  Sackvile, 
the  daughter  of  their  founder  Ralph  de  Dene,  and  of 
Robert  de  Turnham  above-mentioned.  For  the  above 
purpofe  Robert  de  Turnham  had  granted  with  the  af- 
fent  of  Richard,  earl  of  Clare,  his  lord,  to  thefe  canons 
all  fiis  land  of  Begeham,  with  its  appurtenances,  in  pure 
and  perpetual  alms,  free  from  all  fervice  and  fecular 
exadlion,  to  build  an  abbey  here  in  honor  of  St.  Mary.'*' 

Pope  Gregory  IX.  anno  1266,  exempted  them  de 
decimis  novalium,  and  likewife  from  the  mills  they  had 
. built  anew,  and  of  the  hay  of  all  their  lands.  In  the 
15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  temporalities  of  the 
abbot  in  Canterbury  diocefe,  amounted  to  21I.  6s.  bd. 
per  annum  ; in  which  year,  the  abbot  being  fummoned 
on  a quo  warranto^  to  fhew  caufe  why  he  claimed  pleas 
of  the  crown,  and  free-warren,.a  market,  fair,  gallows, 
and  waif  in  Begeham,  &c.  anfwered,  that  he  had  not, 
nor  claimed  to  have  any  of  thofe  liberties  : but  that 
he  had  view  of  frank-pledge,  and  by  reafon  of  that  afiize 
of  bread  and  ale,  &:c.  and  the  jury  found  for  the  abbot, 
for  that  he  and  his  predeceflbrs  had  always  ufed  the 
lame  beyond  memory. 

* Cliartulary  of  Begeham  abbey,  Surrenden-lib.  cart.  16S. 
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King  Edward  III.  in  his  2d  year,  granted  to  the 
abbot  and  convent  free  zvarren  in  their  demefne  lands 
in  the  parilhes  of  Lamberhurft,  in  Kent,  and  in  Bege- 
ham,  in  Suflex,  among  others. 

This  abbey  continued  much  in  the  fame  ftatetill  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  cardinal  Wolfey,  be- 
ing defirous  of  founding  two  colleges,  one  at  Ipfwich, 
and  the  other  at  Oxford  ; obtained  in  1524  the  pope’s 
bull  for  fuppreffing,  with  the  king’s  leave,  as  many 
fmall  monafteries  as  were  needful  to  raife  a revenue, 
not  exceeding  three  thoufand  ducats  per  annum,  upon 
which  the  king  having  granted  a commifTion  for  this 
purpofe,  this  monaftery  was  fupprelfed,  wiihfeventeen 
other  fmall  ones  in  different  counties  ; when  it  appears 
that  its  fpiritualities  were  valued  at  27I.  6s.  8d.  its 
temporalities,  at  125I.  2s.  8H.  and  the  whole  at 
152I.  9s.  4id.  per  annum. 

Richard  Bexlev  was  the  laft  abbot  of  it,  at  which 
time  there  were  ten  religious  in  this  monaftery.* 

From  their  defcent  from  the  founder  of  this  abbey, 
as  well  as  from  their  benefadlions  to  it,  the  family  of 
Sackvile  were  reputed  likewife  founders  of  it : two  of 
them  are  recorded  to  have  been  buried  in  the  church 
•of  this  abbey.  Sir  Thomas,  fon  of  Sir  Andrew  Sack- 
ville,  by  Joane  Burgefe,  his  fecond  wife,  who  was  fhe- 
rifF  of  SufTex  and  Surry  anno  8 king  Henry  IV.  and 
in  the  chapel  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  in  this  church,  Ri- 
chard Sackvile,  efq.  who  died  anno  1524.  There  is 
a regifterof  this  abbey  in  the  Cottonian  library  in  the 
Britifh  mufeum,  marked  Otho  A II. 

After  the  fupprefTion  of  this  abbey,  the  king  by  his 
letters  patent,  in  his  17th  year,  granted  the  feveraldif- 
folved  monalteries  of  Begeham,  Lefnes,  Tunbridge, 
and  Calcote,  together  -with  all  their  lands,  manors  and 
poffefTions,  to  cardinal  Wolfey,  Tor  the  better  en- 
• dowment  of  his  college  above-mentioned  in  Ox- 

Willis’s  Mitred  Abbeys,  vol.  ii,.  p,,  96,  32^. 
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ford ; which  letters  were  again  confirmed  by  others, 
diat  year.  But  four  years  afterwards,  on  the  Carcfi- 
nal’s  being  caft  in  a pramunirey  all  the  eftates  of  the 
college,  which  had  not  been  firmly  fettled  on  it,  were 
forfeited  to  the  king,  in  whofe  hands  the  manor  of 
Begeham,  togetlier  with  the  fcite  of  the  abbey,  feems 
to  have  remained  till  queen  Elizabeth  made  a grant  of 
it  to  Anthony  Brown,  vifcount  Montague,  who,  though 
a ll;ri(5l  Roraanift,  was  held  in  great  efteem  by  that 
prineefs,  as  a perfon  of  experienced  loyalty,  who  was 
attached  to  that  religion  from  principles,  and  not  from 
fadion.  He  died  in  1593,  and  was  lucceeded  by  his 
cldeft  fon,  Anthony,  vifcount  Montague,  by  his  firft 
wife  Jane,  daughter  of  Robert  Ratcliffe,  earl  of  Suf- 
lex,  who  not  long  afterwards  alienated  this  manor  and 
eftate  to  Benedid  Barnham,  alderman  of  London,  fhe- 
riff  of  that  city  in  1592,  who  died  in  1598,  leaving 
four  daughters  his  coheirs ; of  whom  Alice,  the  fecond 
daughter,  inherited  this  manor  and  the  fcite  of  the  ab- 
bey of  Begeham,  after  the  death  of  her  firft  hufband. 
Sir  Francis  Bacon,  lord  Verulam,  vifcount  St.  Albans, 
and  lord  chancellor,  by  whom  (lie  had  no  ifTue,  flie  re- 
married with  Walter  Doble,  gent,  of  the  county  of  Suf- 
fex,  who  in  her  right  became  pofiefiTed  of  this  eftate, 
in  whofe  family  it  remained  at  the  reftoration  of  king 
Charles  II.  anno  1660  j after  which  it  pafled  into  the 
name  of  Brown,  in  which  it  remained  in  the  12th  year 
. of  queen  Anne,  when  an  ad  pafled  to  enable  Ambrofe 
Brown,  efq.  and  others,  to  make  fale  of  this  manor  ; 
in  confequence  of  which  it  was  fold  to  John  Pratt,  efq. 
of  Wildernefs,  ferjeant-at-law,  and  afterwards  chief 
juftice  of  the  king’s  bench.  On  whofe  death  in  172 
John  Pratt,  efq  of  Wildernefs,  his  eldeft  fiirviving  fon 
by  his  firft  wife,  fucceeded  him  in  this  manor,  of  w'hich 
be  died  poflefled  in  1770,  as  did  his  fon  John  Pratt, 
efq.  firft  of  Wildernels,  but  afterw'ards  of  Sevenoke, 
where  he  died  in  1797,  and  by  his  will  gave  this  eftate 
to  his  half  brother  Thomas  Pratt,  efq.  (the  elder  bro- 
ther 
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j thcr  of  the  late  Charles,  earl  Camden)  and  he  is  the 
prelent  polTelibr  of  this  manor,  with  the  fcite  of  the 
abbey  and  the  lands  belonging  to  it. 
j There  are  great  remains  of  the  ruins  of  this  abbey  ; 
within  the  walls  of  the  church,  on  which  the  roof  was 
remaining  till  lord  chief  juftice  Pratt  had  it  taken  off, 
for  the  fake  of  the  materials,  there  are  feveral  flat  grave 
I ftones,  one  of  which  has  a crofier  on  it ; and  three 
tombs  or  coffins  of  ftone,  one  of  which  is  decorated 
with  the  fculpture  of  a crofs  pomel  pierced^  on  the  top 
of  it.  The  infide  of  the  church  is  laid  out  as  a plea- 
fure-gaiden,  with  flowers  and  gravel  walks,  for  the  Life 
of  the  adjoining  feat,  which  was  built  feme  years  ago 
by  the  late  proprietor,  in  the  gothic  ftile,  and  in  which 
he  frequently  refided; 

There  are  two  views  of  the  ruins  of  this  abbey,  one 
publilhed  by  Buck  in  1737,  and  the  other  by  Grofe,  in 
; his  Antiquities  of  England  and  Wales,  drawn  in  1 760. 

' ScoTNEY  is  the  other  manor  in. this  parifh,  within 
i the  county  of  SuflTex  likewife  j the  manfion  of  it  is 
: fituated  clofe  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  flream,  called 
^ the  which,  as  is  reputed  here,  divides  the  two 

^ counties.  It  was  fe  called  from  a family,  which  were 
i proprietors  of  it  in  very  early  times,  as  they  w'ere  of 
I another  feat  of  the  fame  name  at  Lid;  one  ol  whom, 

: Walter  de  Scoteni,  held  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  111. 
i and  was  a perfon  of  no  fmall  account,  for  he  held  four- 
! teen  knights  fees  and  a half  of  Alice,  countefs  of  Ewe, 

I in  Suflex;  but  being  found  guilty  of  poifoning  Richard, 

I earl  of  Gloucefter,  and  his  brother,  William  de  Clare, 

I he  was  drawn  through  Winchefterto  the  gallows,  and 
! hanged.  Notwit.hflanding  which  this  eflate  feerxis  to 
have  continued  in  the  fame  name  and  family  till  about 
the  middle  of  tlie  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  when  it 
; paflTed  into  the  pofTelTion  of  the  family  of  Afhburnham, 

: of  Alhburnham,  in  Sulfex  ; one  of  whom,  Roger  A Ih- 
i burnham,  was  a confervator  of  the  peace  in  the  ift 
; year  of  king  Richard  II.  and  refided  at  this  manfion, 
j ' VOL.  V.  X which 
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which  was  then  caftellated.  His  fucceflbr  alienated  | 
it  in  the  beginning  of  king  Henry  V’s  reign,  to  Henry  i 
Chicheley,  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  who  appears  to 
have  refided  here  at  times,  one  of  his  mandates  being  ; 
dated  from  Scoteneye,  in  1418.  The  archbifhop  fet-  j 
tied  this  manor  on  Florence,  his  niece,  widow  of  Sir 
William  Peche,  and  one  of  the  daughters  of  William 
Chicheley,  his  youngeft  brother,  on  her  marriage  with 
John  Darell,  efq.  third  fon  of  William  Darell,  of 
Sefay,  in  YorkHiire,  whofe  fecond  wife  the  was,  from 
whofefirll  wife  Joane,  daughter  and  heir  of  Valentine 
Barrett,  of  Pery-court,  defeended  the  Darells,  of  Cale- 
- hill.  He  died  in  1478,  and  was  fucceeded  in  this 
eftate  by  his  only  fon  by  her,  Thomas  Darell,  efq. 
of  Scotney,  whofe  only  fon  Henry,  and  grandfon  Tho- 
mas, were  both  likewife  of  Scotney,  the  latter  was 
twice  married.  Thomas,  his  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded 
him  here,  and  Stephen,  his  fecond  fon,  was  anceftor 
of  the  Darells,  of  Pageham,  Fullfmere,  Hampden, 
and  of  Middlefex  ; and  Stephen,  his  third  fon,  was 
of  Spelmonden,  and  ended  in  two  furviving  daugh- 
ters, who  became  his  coheirs. 

In  the  defeendants  of  Thomas  Darell,  the  eldeft 
fon,  who  fucceeded  his  father  at  Scotney,  and  whofe  • 
lands  were  difgavelled  by  the  adt  of  the  2d  and  3d  of 
king  Edward  VI.  this  eftate  continued  down  to  his 
great  grandlon,  Arthur  Darell,  efq.  of  Scotney,  who 
died  poflefied  of  it  in  1720  unmarried  ; on  which  this 
eftate  came  by  an  old  family  fettlement  to  the  fecond 
brother  of  the  branch  of  this  family  fettled  at  Cale- 
hill,  in  this  county,  and  was  accordingly  claimed  by 
George,  the  fecond  fon  of  John  Darell,  efq.  of  Cale- 
hill,  by  Olivia  his  wife,  daughter  of  Philip,  vifeount 
Strangford,  and  next  brother  to  Philip  Darell,  efq.  of 
that  place. 

He  took  poireflion  of  it,  though  not  without  fome 
fuits  at  law,  inftituted  by  the  three  fifters  and  heirs- 
at-law  of  Arthur  above-mentioned,  in  which,  how- 
ever, 
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ever,  he  at  laft  prevailed,  and  afterward  refided  here. 
He  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  eldeft  fon  and  heir, 
John  Darell,  efq.  who  refided  at  Scotney,  and  in 
1774  conveyed  this  manor  and  feat,  with  the  manor 
of  Chingley  and  other  lands  adjoining  in  the  parifli 
of  Goudhurft,  to  Mr*  John  Richards,  of  Robeitf- 
bridge,  who  in  1779  again  paflTedaway  thefe  manors, 
the  manfion  of  Scotney,  and  the  farm  adjoining  called 
Litde  Scotney,  to  Edward  Huffey,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon 
of  Thomas  Hufley,  efq.  of  Burwalh,  in  Suflex,  and 
afterwards  of  Alhford,  in  this  county,  by  Anne  his 
wife,  daughter  of  Maurice  Berkeley,  efq.  of  London, 
by  whom  he  had  Edward  above-mentioned,  John,  and 
William,  both  clerks,  and  five  daughters,  of  whom 
Frances  was  married  to  Sandiford  Streatfeild,  mer- 
chant J Philadelphia,  to  Mr.  T.  Rutton,  of  London, 
fon  of  the  late  Ifaac  Rutton,  of  Alhford,  M.  D. 

Edward  Hufley,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon,  and  purchafer 
of  thefe  eftates,  married  Elizabeth -Sarah,  fince  de- 
ceafed,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  Bridge,  efq. 
of  Bocking,  in  Eflex,  by  whom  he  has  feveral  chil- 
dren. He  refides  at  Scotney,  and  is  the  prelent 
owner  of  thefe  eftates. 

CHARITIES. 

Lady  Hanby  gave  by  will  in  61.  per  annum,  for 

teaching  poor  children  in  this  parifh  to  read  Englifh,  and 
charged  the  fame  upon  the  quitrents  of  Lamberhurft  manor. ^ 

Mr.  Woodgate  gave  by  will  40s.  per  annum,  to  be  diftri- 
buted  yearly  to  forty  of  the  pooreft  people  of  this  panih,  not 
receiving  alms,  now  veiled  in  Rulfell  Hickmott.  ^ 

John  AllE  n,  of  Pullens,  in  Horfemonden,  who  was  buried 
in  this  parilh  in  1751,  left  los.  yearly,  for  a fermon  on  cha- 
rity,  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  and  25s.  to  twenty  poor  perfons 
annually  on  that  day,  now  veiled  in  William  Hook. 

The  poor  conllantly  relieved  here  are  about  forty  yeaily; 
thofe  cafually  about  eighteen. 

Lamberhurst  is  Within  the  ecclesiastical 
JURISDICTION  of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry 
of  Mailing.  ■ 


3o8  brenchley,  i^c.  hundred. 

The  church,  which  has  a fpire  fteeple,  {lands  on  a 
hill  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  court-lodge.  It  is 
dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  In  the  porch  of  it  lies  the 
body  of  one  Lindridge,  who  was  born  anno  1566,  and 
lived  in  an  houfe  adjacent.  He  made  an  handforne 
Hone  caufeway  here,  which  from  him  was  called  Lin- 
Jridge  caufeway  d 

John,  bifhop  of  Roche  Her,  in  1461,  changed  the 
feaH  of  the  dedication  of  this  church  from  the  feaH  of 
St.  Michael,  on  account  of  the  floods  which  fre- 
quently happened  here  about  that  time  of  the  year, 
and  hindered  its  being  celebrated  with  due  folemnity, 
and  transferred  it  to  the  Wednefday  next  following 
the  feaji  of  the  facred  relics  ; to  be  held  yearly  on 
that  day. 

Robert  de  Crevequer,  the  founder  of  Leeds  abbey, 
about  the  year  1137,  gave  to  the  canons  there,  in 
free  and  perpetual  alms,  ail  the  churches  on  his  eHates, 
with  the  advowfons  of  them,  and  among  them  this  of 
LamberhurH,  with  two  acres  of  land  in  this  pariih.^ 

Lambert  de  Scotene  confirmed  to  the  church  of 
Leeds  whatever  his  anceHors  had  granted  to  it,  viz. 
all  the  ecclefiaHical  dues  of  his  tenants,  and  lands  of 
Curthope,  and  the  oblations  and  legacies  of  the  vaHals 
of  his  lordihip. 

Archbiihop  Theobald  confirmed  this  church  to  the 
priory,  together  with  all  the  tithes,  both  great  and 
fmall,  of  Curthope  and  EwehurH,  as  did  archbifliop 
Hubert,  by  his  letters  of  infpeximtis. 

John,  biihop  of  RocheHer,  at  the  time  of  the  gift 
of  this  church  to  the  priory  of  Leeds,  appropriated 
the  lame  to  it ; notwithHanding  which,  the  canons 
do  not  ieem  to  have  gained  pollelTion  of  it  till  about 
ten  years  afterw^ards.  About  which  time,  by  the 

Harris  Hiliory  of  Kent,  p.  172. 

* Regilt,  of  Leeds  abbey,  f.  3,  See  the  confirmations  of  It  in 
Reg.  RcfF.  p.  209,  210. 
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mandate  of  Richard,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  an 
inquifition  was  taken,  by  which  it  was  found,  that  all 
thole  the  archbifliop’s  tenants,  inhabiting  the  diftrict 
of  Curthope  and  EwehurR  received  all  ecclefiaftical 
rights  in  the  church  of  Lamberhurft,  and  paid  all 
their  tithes  beyond  the  memory  of  man  to  that  church, 
and  that  their  anceftors  lay  buried  there  ; which  was 
attelled  by  Walter,  bifliop  of  Rochefter;  upon  which 
the  archbilhop  confirmed  the  fame  to  it. 

The  vicarage  of  this  church  does  not  feem  to  have 
been  endowed  till  the  time  of  bifliop  John  Lowe, 
about  the  j^ear  1448,10  whole  regifter  the  particulars 
of  this  endowment  may  be  feen. 

After  which  the  appropriation,  as  well  as  the  ad- 
vowfon  of  this  church,  continued  part  of  the  polfef- 
fions  of  the  priory  till  the  diflblution  of  it  in  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was,  with  all  its  reve- 
nues, furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands ; after  which, 
the  king  by  his  dotation  charter,  in  his  33d  year,  fet- 
tled the  appropriation  and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage 
of  this  church  on  his  new-ereded  dean  and  chapter  of 
Rochefter,  where  they  both  remain  at  this  time. 

In  1719  the  leffee  of  this  paribnage  was  William 
Dewe,  efq.  who  refided  in  it.  He  vvasfon  of  William 
Dewe,  gent,  one  of  the  fix  clerks  in  the  Prerogative- 
office,  in  London,  and  bore  for  his  arms.  Gules ^ a 
chevron  argent^  between  nine  bezants.  After  which  the 
intereft  in  it  defeended  down  at  length  to  his  grandfon 
Butler  Dewe,  efq.  who  dying  in  1762,  without  ifl'ue, 
it  came  to  his  filters;  Elizabeth  Willbn,  widow; 
Amphillis  Whitfield,  widow  ; Mary,  Anne,  ar.d  Ca- 
therine Dewe,  who  are  the  prefent  lefifecs  of  this  par- 
- fonage. 

The  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  is  referved  to  the  ufe 
of  the  dean  and  chapter,  who  prelent  to  it. 

The  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books,  at 
12I.  105.  5d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  5s.  old. 
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In  1447,  it  appeared,  on  the  prefentation  of  Wil- 
liam Black^rne  to  this  vicaragej'that  it  was  endowed 
of  old  time  in  all  tithes,  excepting  thofe  of  (heaves 
and  grain  j that  it  was  by  eftimation,  one  year  with 
another,  of  the  annual  value  of  ten  pounds,  and  that 
the  vicar  had  not  any  written  compolition,  but  took 
his  endowment  by  antient  cuftom.  •- 

CHURCH  OF  LHMBERHURST. 

PATRONS, 

Ot  ly  lohom Jirefented.  vicars. 

Frior  and  convent  of  Leeds William  Blackborne,  prefentcd 

in  1447.*  ' 

Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochefer Mr.  Robert  Stede,  1627.**  < 

Pratt,  1720. 

Robett  Pickering.,  obt.  May 
«733-^ 

Tobias  Sivinden,  A.  M.  in  flit. 
July  II,  1733,  obt.  March 

1754-" 

Samuel-Denne,tefignt6. 

' - Chardin  Mufgrave,  S.  T.  P, 

1767,  obt.  March  1768.' 

John  Newcoi;ibe,S.  T.  P.  1768, 
obt.  1775.^ 

fohn  Clarke,  S.  T.  P.  pre- 
fen ted  Nov.  1775,  refigned 
1776.® 

Charles  Tarrant,  S’.  T.  P.  Nov. 
1776,  refigned  1783.'*  , 

fohn  Eveleigh,  S.  T.  P.  1784, 
,the  prefent  vicar.' 

a Reg.  Roff.  p.  458.  by  difpenfation  reAor  of  St.  Mil- 

b MSS.  Twyfden.  One  of  this  name  drcd’s  Poultry,  in  London, 
wasej.'  Aed  from  this  vicarage  in  1662,  S Prebendaryof  Rocheller,  andpro- 
by  the  Hartholomew  Aft.  See  Cala-  voft  of  Oriel  college.  He  refigned  the 
try’s  Life  of  Baxter,  p.  286.  vicarage  of  Woodnelborongh  for  this 

c Alfo  reftor  of  Kingfdown,  near  of  Lamberhurll,  which  he  afterwards 
Sittingborne.  refigned  for  the  reftory  of  Kingfdown 

d Second  fan  of  archdeacon  Denne.  near  Wrotham. 

He  refigned  this  vicarage  for  that  of  h See  Wrotham,  vol.  v.  p.  32. 
Wilmington.  i Provoft  of  Oriel  college,  vicar  of 

« Ptebendary  of  Rochefter,  and  Aylesford  by  difpenfation,  and  Ptehi. 
provoft  of  Oriel  college,  Oxford.  of  Rocheftcr. 

f Dean  of  Rocheftcr,  and  in  1768 
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HORSEMONDEN 

IS  the  next  parifli  northward  from  Lamberhurft* 
a fmall  oart  of  it  Is  within  the  borouah  of  RiiP^mer- 


^ j*  ,c?  ~y 

weather.  It  is  much  interfperfed  whth  coppice  woods 
of  oak,  efpecially  on  the  weft  and  north  fides  of  it, 
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HORSEMONDEN 

IS  the  next  parifli  northward  from  Lamberhurfl* 
a fmall  part  of  it  is  within  the  borough  of  Riigmer- 
hill,  which  lies  at  the  weftern  fide  of  it  adjoining  to 
that  of  Brenchley,  and  is  as  fuch  within  the  antient 
demefne  of  the  manor  of  Aylesford,  and  conlequently 
exempt  from  the  jurifdidlion  of  this  hundred. 

A fmall  part  of  this  parifli  is  faid  to  be  within  the 
hundred  of  Larkfield. 

The  parish  of  Horsemonden  is  fituated  much 
like  that  of  Lambcrhurft  laft  defcribed.  being  a fur- 
face  of  continued  hill  and  dale.  It  is  bounded  to- 
wards the  north  eaft  and  fouth  by  different  ftreams  of 
j the  river  Medway,  which  flow  from  hence,  and  join 
the  main  river  at  Yalding,  befides  which  it  is  watered 
by  two  other  fmaller  rivulets,  and  feveral  lefler  fprings 
interfperfed  over  it,  all  which  join  the  larger  ftreani 
, on  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  parifli.  It  is  full  four 
miles  in  length  from  north  to  fouth,  but  its  breadth 
is  but  fmall,  in  fome  places  not  more  than  one,  and 
in  its  broadeft  part  not  more  than  two  miles.  The 
high  road  from  Maidftone  through  Yalding  to  Lam- 
I berhurft  and  Suffex,  runs  through  the  whole  length 
I of  the  parifli ; that  from  Watringb.ury  over  Brandt 
i bridge  through  Brenchley  towards  Goudhurft  croffes 
this  parifh  and  the  other  road,  at  a fmall  green  called 
I Horfemonden-heath,  which  is  built  round  with 
houfes,  forming  the  only  village  in  the  parifli,  the 
I reft  of  the  houfes  being  difperfed  fingly  over  different 
j parts  of  it.  The  foil,  near  tlie  high  road,  is  in  general 
! a fand  intermixed  with  the  rock  or  fand  ftone,  the  re- 
i mainder  is  a deep  ftltf  clay,  exceeding  miry  in  wet 
weather.  It  is  much  interfperfed  wntli  coppice  woods 
of  oak,  efpecially  on  the  weft  and  north  fides  of  it, 

X 4 where 


312  BRENCHLEY,  HUNDRED. 

where  the  foil  abounds  with  iron  ore  ; the  whole  is 
much  covered  with  fine  fpreading  oak  trees,  which 
here  from  the  foil  being  very  kindly  to  their  nourilh- 
ment  grow  to  a large  fize,  and  become  fometimcs 
nearly  equal  in  value  to  the  freehold  of  theeftates. 

The  church  (lands,  with  the  parfonage,  about  a 
quarter  of  a mile  diftant  from  it,  very  near  the  fouth- 
eaft  boundary  of  theparilh.  In  the  upper  part  of  it 
near  the  river  is  a feat  called  Baynden,  late  belonging 
to  Sir  Charles  Booth,  of  Stede-hill,  deceafed. 

A fair  is  held  here  on  St:  Swithin’s  day,  now  by 
the  alteration  of  the  ftyleon  July  26,  for  cattle,  ped- 
lery  and  toys. 

The  manor  of  Horfemonden  was  part  of  the  an- 
tient  pofl'efiions  of  the  archbifliopric  of  Canterbury, 
the  archbilhop  holding  it  of  the  king  in  capite  as 
one  knight’s  fee,  of  whom  it  was  again  held  by 
the  noble  family  of  Clare,  earls  of  Gloucefter  and 
Hertford . t 

It  appears  by  the  inquifitions  returned  into  the  ex- 
chequer in  the  13th  and  14th  years  of  king  John, 
of  the  knights  fees  and  other  fervices  held  in  capite^ 
that  this  place  was  then  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  family 
of  Aibrincis,‘‘  one  of  whom,  William  de  Albrincis,  or 
Averenches,  dying  / p.  Maud,  his  fifter,  at  length 
became  her  brother’s  heir,  and  entitled  her  hufband, 
Hamo  de  Crevequer,  to  the  pofl'efiion  of  it.  He  died 
in  the  47th  year  of  king  Henry  the  llld.’s  reign,  be- 
fore which  however,  this  manor  feems  to  have  pafled 
in  marriage  with  one  of  his  daughters,  Elene,  to  Ber- 
tram de  Criol. 

In  the  42d  year  of  king  Henry  III.  there  was  a 
compofition  entered  into  between  archbilhop  Boniface 
and  Richard  de  Clare,  earl  of  Gloucefter,  m relation 
to  the  cuftoms  and  fervices  which  the  archbilhop 

Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  468.  See  more  of  the  family  of  Al- 
brincis, under  Folkeftone. 
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claimed  on  account  of  the  lands,  which  the  earl  held 
of  him  in  Tunbridge,  Horfemonden,  and  otherplaces 
in  this  county,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  earl 
fhould  do  homage,  and  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s 
fee  for  the  manor  of  Horfemonden,  and  fuir  at  the 
court  of  the  archbiihop  and  his  fucceUbrs  at  Can- 
terbury. 

In  the  8th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  this  manor  was 
part  of  the  pofleffions  of  the  family  of  Rokefle,  the 
heirs  of  Roger  de  Rokefle  then  holding  it  of  the  ho- 
nor of  Clare ; one  of  thefe  was  Sir  Richard  de  Rokefle, 
who  died  without  male  ilTue,  leaving  by  his  wife 
Joane,  filler  and  heir  of  John  de  Criol,  fon  of  Ber- 
tram above-mentioned,  two  daughters  his  coheirs ; 
of  whom  Agnes,  the  eideft,  married  Thomas  de  Poy- 
nings  j and  Joane,  the  youngeft,  firft  Hugh  de  Pa- 
tefhull,  and  fecondly  Sir  William  le  Baud,  each  of 
whom  in  her  right  became  poflefTed  of  this  manor, 
and  the  latter  of  them  died  pofifefled  of  it  in  the  4th 
year  of  king  Edward  III.  His  widow,  in  the  20th 
year  of  that  reign,  paid  aid  for  it,  being  then  held  of 
the  earl  of  Gloucefter. 

After  which,  although  their  fon,  Sir  William  Baud, 
feems  to  have  had  fome  intereft  in  this  eftate,  at  his 
death  in  the  50th  year  of  that  reign,  yet  on  hers,  the 
manor  itfelf  came  to  her  nephew  Michael,  fon  of 
Thomas  de  Poynings  above  mentioned,  by  Joane  de 
Rokefle  her  filler,  in  whofe  defcendants  it  continued 
down  to  his  grandfon  Robert  de  Poynings,  who  died 
in  the  25  th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  leaving  Alianore, 
the  wife  of  Sir  Henry  Percy,  lord  Percy,  eideft  fon  of 
Henry,  earl  of  Northumberland,  daughter  of  Ri- 
chard de  Poynings,  his  eideft  Ion,  who  died  in  his 
life-time,  his  next  heir ; upon  which  the  lord  Percy, 
in  her  right,  became  entitled  to  this  manor,  and  from 
him  it  continued  down  to  Henry,  earl  of  Northum- 
berland, who  died  without  ilTue  in  the  2Qth  year  of 
Henry  the  VlUth.’s  reign.  The  year  before  which, 

' he 
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Ke  by  deed,  granted  to  the  king,  all  his  manors,  caftles 
and  ertates,'  although  the  year  before  this,  an  ad  had 
paired  for  aflTuming  to  the  king  all  his  lands  and  pof* 
ielTions,  in  cafe  of  failure  of  heirs  of  his  body. 

This  manor  thus  coming  to  the  crown,  ftayed  not 
many  years  there,  for  the  king  in  his  36th  year, 
granted  it  to  Stephen  Darell,  efq.  and  Agnes  his  wife, 
to  hold  in  capite.  He  died  in  the  2d  year  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  after  which  his  two  fons,  Henry  and 
George  fuccelTively,  poflelTed  it,  the  latter  of  whom 
in  the  lOth  year  of  that  reign,  alienated  this  manor  to 
Richard  Payne,  Vv'hoanno  17  queen  Elizabeth,  levied 
a fine  of  it,  and  fome  time  afterwards  alienated  it  to 
William  Befwicke,  efq.  of  Spelmonden,  in  this  parilb, 
Ihcriff  in  the  year*  1616.  He  was  fon  of  William 
Befwicke,  alias  Berwicke,  alderman  and  lord-mayor  of 
Eondon,  the  fon  of  Roger  Befwicke,  of  Chelhire. 
They  bore  for  their  arms,  Gules^  three  bezants^  a chief 
or.  His  fon,  Arthur  Befwicke,  was  of  Spelmonden, 
and  married  Martha,  daughter  of  Laurence  Wafh- 
ington,  efq.  of  Maidftone,  by  whom  he  left  an  only 
daughter  Mary  his  heir,  who  in  her  life-time  fettled 
this  manor  on  Mr.  Haughton,  defeended  from  thofe 
of  Haughion  Tower,  in  Lancafhire.  He  left  two 
daughters  his  coheirs,  the  eldeft  of  whom  Anne,  car- 
ried it  in  marriage  to  James  Marriott,  efq.  of  Hamp- 
ton, in  Middlefex,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Barry  of 
fix^  or,  and  fable.  His  fon,  of  the  fame  name,  died 
f p.  in  174*,  and  gave  it  by  will  to  his  lifter  Anne, 
for  her  life,  and  then  to  his  fecond  coufin,  Hugh 
Marriott,  efq,  who  died  in  1753,  leaving  by  Lydia, 
his  wife,  widow  of  Dr.  Hutton,  two  fons,  James;  and 
Thomas,  fiain  at  the  liege  of  Madras  in  1765,  and  one 
daughter  Anne.  James  the  eldeft  fon  is  in  holy  orders, 
and  LL.  D.  He  married  in  1767,  Mifs  Bofworth, 

* See  a foriher  account  of  the  Percies  under  North  Cray, 
vol.  ii.  of  this  hiflory,  p.  144. 
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and  is  the  prefent  pofleflfor  of  this  manor,  and  other 
eftates  in  this  parilli. 

There  is  no  court  held  for  this  manor. 

Spelmonden  is  an  antient  feat  at  the  fouthern 
boundary  of  this  parifli,  which  was  once  pofl'efl'ed  by 
a family  which  took  its  furname  from  it.  John  dc 
Spelmonden,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  it,  is  frequently 
mentioned  in  the  deeds  and  evidences  belonging  to 
this  eftate  ; after  they  were  become  extindl  here,  this 
feat  became  part  of  the  pofleffions  of  the  eminent  fa- 
mily of  Poynings,  one  of  whom  Michael,  fon  of  Tho- 
mas de  Poynings,  by  Joane  de  Rokefle,  pofleffcd  it  at 
his  death  in  the  43d  year  of  king  Edward  III. 

He  left  twofons,  Thomas,  who  died  f.  p.  and  Ri- 
chard, who  became  his  brother’s  heir,  and  died  pof- 
fefled  of  this  eftate  in  the  nth  year  of  Richard  II. 
He  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  Robert  de  Poynings  his 
only  fon,  at  whofe  death  in  the  25th  year  of  king 
Henry  VI.  Robert,  his  younger  fon,  feems  to  have 
inherited  Spelmonden,  and  died  in  the  9th  year  of 
king  Edward  IV.  His  fon  and  heir.  Sir  Edward  Poy- 
nings, in  the  14th  year  of  that  reign,  alienated  it  to 
John  Sampfon,  whofe  fon,  Chriftopher  Sampfon,  in 
the  37th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  pafled  it  away  by 
fale  to  Stephen  Datell,  who  afterwards  refided  here, 
and  his  fon,  George  Darell,  in  the  loth  year  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  conveyed  it  to  Richard  Payne,  of  Twy- 
ford,  in  Middlefex,  who  in  the  28th  year  of  it  fold 
this  eftate  to  William  Nutbrown,  and  he  next  year 
alienated  it  to  George  Cure,  efq.  of  Surry,  from  whom 
it  immediately  after  was  fold  to  Arthur  Langworth, 
and  from  him  again  as  quickly  to  William  Befwicke, 
efq.  who  afterwards  refided  here,  and  was  flieriff  in 
1616.  Since  which  this  feat  has  pafled  in  like  man- 
ner as  the  manor  of  Elorfemonden  down  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Marriott,  who  is  the  prefent  polfeflbr  of  it. 

Lewis-heath  is  a manor  fituated  in  the  centre  of 
fhis  parifh,  which  was  antiently  part  of  the  poflefiions 
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of  the  family  of  Groveherfl:,  or  Grotherft,  one  of 
whom,  John  de  GrotherR,  redlor  of  this  church,  as 
his  epitaph  Rill  remaining  in  it  informs  us,  gave  this 
manor  of  Leuelhothe  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Begeham,  to  find  one  perpetual  chaplain  to  celebrate 
in  the  church  of  Horfemonden  and  chapel  of  Leue- 
fhothe  i and  it  continued  part  of  the  poffefiions  of 
that  abbey  till  the  diliblution  of  it  in  the  17th  year  of 
king  Henry  Vill.  who  that  year  granted  it  with  all  its 
pofleflions,  among  which  was  this  manor,  to  cardinal 
Wolley,  for  the  better  endowment  of  Cardinal’s  col- 
lege, in  Oxford  ; but  on  his  being  caft  in  a framu- 
nire^  about  four  years  afterwards,  all  the  eftates  of  that 
college,  which,  for  want  of  time,  had  not  been  firmly 
fettled  on  it,  came  into  the  king’s  hands,  where  this 
manor  lay  till  queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  beginning  of 
her  reign,  granted  it  to  Anthony  Brown,  vifcount 
Montague,  who,  as  appears  by  the  inquifition  taken 
after  his  death,  died  pofleflTed  of  it  in  1593.  He  was 
fucceeded  in  it  by  his  eldeft  fon  and  heir,  who  not 
long  afterwards  alienated  it  to  William  Befwicke, 
efq.  of  Spelmonden,  in  this  parilh,  fince  which  it  has 
pafled  in  like  manner  as  that  feat,  and  the  reft  of  his 
eftates  in  this  parifh,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Marriott,  the 
prefent  pofleflbr  of  it.* 

Sprivers  is  a manor  fituated  on  the  weftern  fide 
of  this  parifh,  which  had  antiently  owners  of  that 
furname,  one  of  whom,  Robert  Sprivers,  died  pof- 
fefled  of  it  in  1447,  anno  26  Henry  VI.  and  by  his 
will  devifed  it  to  his  fon  of  the  fame  name.  After 
this  family  was  become  extindt  here,  the  Vanes  be- 
came proprietors  of  it,  from  whom  it  pafled  into  the 
name  of  Bathurft. 

Robert  Bathurft  poflefled  this  manor  and  refidcd 
here  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.  He  was  fecond 
fon  of  Laurence  Bathurft,  of  Staplehurft,  whole  el- 
deft fon  Edward  was  anceftor  of  the  Bathurfts,  of 
Franks,  in  this  county,  under  which  more  may  be 
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fcen  of  them.  Robert  Bathurft,  above-mentioned, 
was  anceftor  by  his  firft  wife  to  thofe  of  Letchiade,  in 
Gloucefterlhire,  and  of  Finchcocks  and  Wilmington, 
in  this  county,  and  by  his  fecond  wife  of  thofe  of 
Richmond,  in  Yorkfhire ; foon  after  this  it  was  alie- 
nated to  Malbert,  and  from  thence  again,  after  no 
long  intermiflion,  to  Morgan,  in  which  name  it  re- 
mained till  it  was  fold  to  Holman,  whofe  defcendant 
Anne  Holman,  in  1704,  paffedit  away  by  fale  to  Mr. 
Courthope,  who  bore  for  his  arms.  Or,  a fejs  azure 
between  three  ejioib  fable.  Some  account  of  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  whofe  family  has  already  been  given 
before  under  Brenchley,  That  branch  of  it,  from 
which  the  Courthopes  of  Danny,  in  Sufiex,  and  thofe 
of  Horfemonden  were  defcended,  was  feated  at  God- 
dards-green,  in  Cranbrook,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VIII  ope  of  whom,  Alexander  Courthope,  of 
Cranbrook,  polfelfed  lands  there,  in  Biddenden,  and 
Maidftone,  as  appears  by  his  will  in  the  Prerogative- 
office,  Canterbury,  as  early  as  the  year  1525. 

Mr.  Courthope,  the  purchafer  of  this  eltate,  left 
by  his  wife,  one  of  the  fillers  of  Edward  Maplelden, 
of  Cheveney,  in  Marden,  a Ton,  Alexander,  and  five 
daughters,  who  all  died  unmarried,  except  Barbara, 
who  married  Mr.  Cole,  of  Marden,  and  died  in  1783, 
by  whom  (he  had  two  furviving  fens,  Peter  and  John. 
Alexander  Courthope,  efq.  the  fon,  rebuilt  the  man- 
lion  houle  ofSprivers  at  fomedillance  from  the  antient 
one,  and  afterwards  refided  in  it  with  true  old  Englilh 
hofpitality,  and  with  a reputation  of  the  highell  in- 
tegrity. He  died  unmarried  in  1779,  and  by  his 
will  gave  this  manor,  with  the  eflate  belonging  to  it, 
to  his  nephew,  John  Cole,  efq.  the  prefent  polfefibr, 
who  refides  in  it. 

A court  baron  is  regularly  holden  for  this  manor. 

Grovehurst  is  a manor  which  hes  on  the  eaftern 
fide  of  this  parilh,  and  was  in  very  early  times  part 
of  the  pofl'effions  of  a family  who  took  their  furnamc 
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from  it.  William  Grovhurfl  died  pofleHed  of  it,  with 
Puleyns  in  this  parilh,  (now  the  property  of  the  Rev. 
Richard  Bathurft,  late  of  Finchcocks  in  Goudhurft) 
in  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  III  ; his  defcendant 
Richard  Groveherft  left  three  daughters  his  coheirs, 
one  of  whom,  Anne,  carried  this  manor  in  marriage, 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king  Richard  II. 
to  Richard  Hextall,  of  Hextalls-court  in  Eaft  Peck- 
ham.  His  eldeft  fon  William,  in  the  beginning  of 
king  Henry  VI. ’s  reign,  increafed  his  property  in  this 
panlh  by  the  purchafe  of  four  eftates  here,  called 
Hothe,  Smeeths,  Capell,  and  Auguftpitts.  He  left 
Margaret  his  foie  daughter  and  heir,  who  carried  them 
in  marriage  to  William.  Whetenhall,  efq  commonly 
called  Whetnall,  whofe  defcendant  of  the  fame  name, 
was  flierift'  in  the  18th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. ’s 
reign,  and  in  the  3 ift  year  of  it  procured  his  lands  to 
be  difgavelled  by  the  ad;  paffed  that  year. 

H is  defcendant,  Henry  Whetenhall,  in  the  reign 
of  king  James  I.  pafled  away  the  manors  of  Grove- 
hurll,  Hoathe,  Smeethe,  and  Capell,  (for  that  of 
Auguftpitts  had  been  before  fold  off,  being  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Mr.  John  Ofborne,  who  refides  at  it,)  to- 
gether with  a feat  in  this  parifh,  called  Broadford, 
fituated  near  the  bridge  of  that  name  over  the  river 
here,  to  Francis  Auften,  the  fifth  fon  of  Mr.  John 
Aulten,  of  this  parifh,  who  dying  in  1620,  was  buried 
in  this  church,  where  his  arms  ftill  remain,  viz.  Or, 
on  a chevron  /able  three  plates,  between  three  lions  pazvs 
ere£l  and  erafed,  fable.  He  afterwards  refided  at 
Grovehurft,  of  which  he  died  poflelled  in  1687,  and 
was  buried  here.  He  left  a fon,  John  Auften,  who 
was  likewife  of  Grovehurft,  where  he  died  in  1705, 
and  was  buried  here.  His  fon,  John  Auften,  efq. 
refided  at  Broadford,  and  died  the  year  before  him, 
leaving  fix  fons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  John, 
the  eldeft,  became  his  grandfather’s  heir  to  his  eftates, 
in  this  parilh,  and  Francis,  the  fecond  fon,  was  father 

of 
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of  Francis  Motley  Auften,  efq.  now  of  Sevenoke  in 
this  county. 

John  Auften,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon,  was  of  Broaclford,. 
and  married  Mary,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Stephen 
Stringer,  efq.  of  Goudhurft,  by  whom  he  had  John 
Auften,  efq.  now  of  Broadford,  who  married  Mifs 
Joanna  Weekes,  of  Sevenoke,  by  whom  he  has  one 
daughter  Mary,  and  he  is  the  prelent  pofteiTor  of  thefe 
manors  and  eftates. 

There  is  a court  baron  regularly  held  for  the  ma-^ 
nors  of  Grovehurft,  Hoathe,  and  Smeethe. 

Badmonden  is  a reputed  manor  in  this  parifl), 
in  which  there  was  formerly  a cell,  but  not  conven- 
tual, belonging  to  the  priory  of  Beaulieu,  in  Nor* 
mandy  ; in  which  fituation  it  continued. ^till  the  ge- 
neral fuppreflion  of  the  alien  priories  throughout  Eng- 
land, in  the  2d  year  of  king  Henry  V.  anno  1414, 
when  their  houles  and  poffeftions  were  in  parliament 
given  to  the  king  and  his  heirs,  who  the  next  year 
gave  it  to  the  priory  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Rochefter, 
where  it  remained  till  the  diflblution  of  that  fociety 
in  1 :540,  when  all  the  rents  and  revenues  of  it  were 
furrendered  into  theking’s  hands,  who  by  his  dotation 
charter  in  his  33d  year,  fettled  it  on  his  new-founded 
dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  with  whom  the  inlie- 
ritance  of  it  remains  at  this  time. 

The  manor  of  Eaft  Farleigh  and  Eaft  Peckham 
claims  over  this  part  of  Horlemonden  ; the  freehol- 
ders in  Badmonden  holding  their  lands  of  it  in  free 
foe  age  tenure. 

Brambles  is  a fmall  manor  in  this  parifli,  which 
was  heretofore  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Barnes,  aud 
now  belongs  to  Mr.  Ulherwood. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

The  manor  of  Gillingham  claims  over  the  tithing 
or  hamlet  of  Baveden,  in  this  parifh,  being  one  of 
the  four  denns  m the  Weald  holden  of  that  manor, 
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the  freeholders  holding  their  lands  of  it  in  free  focage 
tenure. 


CHJRUIES. 

William  WyKEs  gave  by  will  in  1682,  for  the  mainte*  ii 
nance  of  the  poor  in  land,  verted  in  trurtees,  the  yearly  pro- 
duce of  14I.  6s.  65d. 

Lady  Abergavenny  gave  by  will  for  the  like  purpofe,  in 
money  and  jewels,  which  were  recovered  by  a decree  in  chan- 
cery in  1618,  and  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  two  farms,  one 
in  Tunbridge,  of  the  clear  ann ual  produce  of  19I.  16s.  jd.  the 
other  in  Ticehorrt,  of  7I.  8s. 

The  number  poor  conrtantly  relieved  here  is  yearly  about 
fifty,  thofe  calually  twenty. 

Horsemonden  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  ofRochefter,  and  deanry  oi 
Mailing.  '-  • 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret ; it  is  a 
handfome  building  ; in  it  are  memorials  of  Grofliurft, 
Browne,  Auften,  Courthope  and  Campion,  and  in 
the  chancel,  on  the  fouth  fide,  a fair  altar  tomb,  with- 
out the  appearance  of  having  ever  had  any  infcription 
on  it.  Over  the  weft  door  are  the  arms  of  Poynings 
and  Fitzpaine ; one  of  the  former  might  very  proba- 
bly be  the  builder,  or  at  lead  a confiderable  benefac- 
tor to  the  building  of  it. 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  a61.  3s.  9d.  and 
the  yearly  tenths  at  2I.  12s.  4id. 

The  patronage  of  this  church  was,  from  the  earlieft 
time,  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Horfemondenj 
and  confequently  has  had  the  fame  proprietors.  There 
are  two  fmall  manors  annexed  to  it,  called  the  manors 
of  Hafellets  alias  Radmanden,  and  Cofiington  alias 
Heyden,  for  which  there  are  court  barons  held  — • 
Thele,  with  the  re6tory,  are  now  part  of  the  poffef. 
fions  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  -Marriot,  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Horfemonden. 

Robert  de  Grofshurft,  of  Horfemonden,  in  1338, 
founded  a perpetual  chantry  in  this  church,  in  the 
chapeliof  the  Bleffed  Virgin  Mary,  built  in  honor  of 
' her 
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her  annunciation  in  the  north  part  of  it,  to  the  praife 
of  God,  and  for  the  ibuls  of  himfelf,  his  wife,  &c. 
And  he  ordained,  that  after  the  firlt  vacancy,  the 
parilliioners  (hould  nominate  the  prieft  of  it,  to  be 
prefented  to  the  billiop  of  Rochefter,  to  be  inflit uted 
and  inducted  into  the  faid  chantry.  The  prieft  to  re- 
fide  conftantly,  and  to  celebrate  daily  in  it,  according 
to  the  rules  therein  mentioned.  And  he  ordained, 
that  Sir  William  Langford,  the  firft  prieft,  and  his 
fucceflbrs,  perpetual  chaplains  of  it,  Ihould  receive 
yearly  for  their  maintenance,  and  the  burthens  in- 
cumbent on  it,  from  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Box- 
ley,  fix  marcs  fterling  yearly  rent,  which  he  had  pur- 
chafed  of  them  for  the  endowment  of  it.  Anno  1445, 
the  bifh op  directed  his  official,  &c.  to  enquire  by  in- 
quifition,  among  other  matters,  concerning  the  dota- 
tion and  endowment  of  this  chantry,  when  it  was  re- 
turned that  it  confifted  in  fix  marcs  annual  rent 
from  the  abbot  of  Boxlay,  of  forty  (hillings  annual 
rent  from  lands  in  the  parifh  of  Merden,  granted  to 
the  chaplain  for  a term  of  years,  and  in  one  melfuage 
and  gardens  of  the  value  of  twelve-pence,  and  in  rent 
in  Horfemonden  of  fix  (hillings  per  annum  j and 
that  the  houfe  of  the  chantry  was  fo  much  out  of  re- 
pair, that  fix  marcs  would  fcarce  be  fufficient  to  put 
it  in  good  repair ; and  that  thus  the  true  value  of  this 
chantry,  the  burthens  belonging  to  the  chaplain  of  it 
being  borne  by  him,  amounted  according  to  their 
cftimation  to  eight  marcs  per  annum. 

Sir 'Edward  Poynings  gave  twenty-four  acres  of 
land  to  the  maintenance  of  lights  in  this  church } 
from  whence  they  obtained  their  prelent  name  of 
Torchfield."  ■ 

In  the  year  1701,  this  church  was  repaired  by  the 
aid  of  a brief  collebled  for  that  purpofe. 

Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  155* 
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CHURCH  OF  HORSEMONDEN, 


PATEONS, 

0>  by  'lUiom  jirejentedk 


U^ion  his  07i;«  Jietition. 


n He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 

« Reg.  Rofl'.  p,  88 1 . 

P White’s  Century,  p.  33,  and 
VValker's  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy, 
pt.  ii.  p-  183,  220. 
q Ibid. 


RECTORS. 

yohn  (le  Grofhurji." 

John  JViMam,  in  1587.® 

Jeffry  Amherjl^  D.  D.  fequef* 
tered  in  1643.P 

Jidin  Crouch,  A.  M.  fequeftered 
in  i653.q 

Edward  Rawfon,  1653,  fjefted 
1662.*' 

Johi  Crouch,  reftored  in  1662.® 
Stejihen  Bate^  obt.  Oftober  22, 
1724. 

William  Hajfd,  A.  M.  in  ft  it. 
Od.  19,  1724,  obt.  March 
3,  1785,  St.  90. 
yanies  Marriott,  LL.  D.  1785, 
the  prefent  redor. 

r He  was  ejcfted  by  the  Bartholo* 
mew  A£l.  Calamy’s  Life  of  Baxter, 
p.  286.  . 

• White’s  Century,  and  Walker, 
ibid. 


THE 

HUN  BRED 

o r 

WEST,  ALIAS  LITTLE  BARNEFIELD. 

THIS  fmall  hundred  lies  (outh- weft  ward  from 
that  iaft  defcribed,  being  feparated  from  it  by  a fmall 
diftritft  of  the  hundred  of  Marden,  in  the  lath  ofScray. 
It  contains  only  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  parifli  of 
Goudhurft,  but  has  neither  the  church  nor  the  village 
within  its  bounds  ; the  defcription  of  it,  therefore, 
will  be  given  in  the  account  of  the  reft  of  thatparifh, 
which  is  fituated  in  the  hundred  of  Marden,  within 
the  lath  of  Sc  ray. 


THE 


THE  HUNDRED  OF  EYHORNE 

Lies  at  a fmall  diftance  north- eaft ward  from  that 
of  Brenchley  and  Horfemonden  lafl  defcribed,  a fmall 
diftricEt  only  of  the  hundred  of  Marden  and  lath  of 
Scray  intervening. 

It  is  written  in  the  book  of  Domefday  both  Aihorde 
and  Haihorne  ; but  in  the  7th  j^ear  of  king  Edward  I. 
it  w^s  called  by  its  prefent  name,  the  king  being  then 
lord  of  it. 

In  the  furvey  taken  in  1650,  by  the  truftees  ap- 
pointed by  parliariient,  for  the  fale  of  the  late  king’s 
revenues^  it  was  returned,  that  the  court  leet,  with 
all  other  courts  and  liberties,  within  the  bailiwick  of 
Eyhorne,  and  the  hundred  contained  in  it,  being  the 

Y a court 
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court  of  the  faid  hundreds  and  bailiwick,  was  con- 
ftantly  held  at  Eyhorne-green. 

The  hundred  of  Kyhorne  is  the  largeft  in 
this  county,  and  contains  witliin  its  bounds  the 
pariflies  of, 


1 . He  D CO R N E in  Jiart ; 

2.  Boughton  Monchen- 

si  E ; 

3.  Lan g le V ; 

4.  Chart  Sutton  ; 

5.  Sutton  Valence; 

6.  East  Sutton  ; 

7.  Ulcombe /K /tar/; 

8.  Boughton  Malherbe; 

9.  Le  N H am  /« liart ; 

10.  Otter  DEN  ; 

11.  WlCHLING  ; 

12.  Frinsted  j 


13.  Worm  sell; 

14.  Harrietsham; 

15.  Hollingborne  ; 

16.  Bromfield  ; 

17.  Leeds  ; 

18.  Oth am  ; 

ig.  Ber STE D /«/7ar/ ; 

20.  Bicknor  in Jtart 

21.  Hucking; 

22.  Thurnham  ; 

23.  Stock B UR Y /«^tfr/ ; and 

24.  BrEDH  U RST  ; 


And  the  churches  of  thofe  parifhes  ; and  likewife  part  of  the 
parrflies  of  Marden  and  Staplehurst,  the  churches  of 
which  are  in  other  hundreds. 


HEDCORNE. 

NORTH-EASTWARD  from  the  hundred  of 
Brenchley  and  Horfemonden,  a fmall  fpace  of  the 
hundred  of  Marden  and  lath  of  Scray  only  interven- 
ing, lies  the  parifh  of  Hedcorne,  within  the  bounds 
of  feveral  different  hundreds  ; for  the  hundred  of  Ey<- 
horne  claims  over  that  part  of  it,  in  which  the  weftern 
part  of  the  village  and  the  church  is  fituated.  The 
hundred  of  Tenham  claims  over  fuch  part  of  it  as  is 
within  that  manor  j the  hundreds  of  Barkley  and 
Cranbrooke  claim  over  the  fouthern  part  of  it,  the 
former  hundred  over  fo  much  as  is  within  the  bo- 
rough of  Stephurft,  and  the  latter  over  fuch  part  as 
is  .within  the  north  borough  ; both  which  parts  are 
within  the  lath  of  Scray ; and  the  hundred  of  Calehill 
ckims  over  the  eaflern  part  of  it. 


So 


HEDCORNE.  325 

So  much  of  this  parilh  as  lies  eaflward  of  a line 
drawn  by  the  eaft  hde  of  the  church  of  Boughton 
Malherbe  to  the  eaft  head  of  the  church  of  Hedcorne, 
and  from  thence  eaft  ward  to  the  weft  head  of  the 
church  of  Smarden,  containing  all  that  part  of  it 
that  is  within  the  hundred  of  Calehill,  is  \nthe  eajiern 
divifwn  of  this  county,  ancfthe  remaining  part  of  the 
parifh,  on  the  weftern  fide  of  that  line,  is  iw.the  divi- 
Jion  of  Weji  Kent. 

The  manor  of  Tenham  claims  over  a confiderable 
part  of  this  parilh,  and  the  manor  of  Ofpringe  over 
another  part  of  it. 

It  appears  by  the  roll  of  knights  fees,  taken  anno  7 
Edward  I.  that  the  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  and 
the  mafter  of  the  Maifon  Dieu,  at  Ofpringe,  were 
returned  as  lords  of  this  parifli. 

The  parish  is  unpleafantly  fituated  in  a very  flat 
and  low  country,  the  afped.  of  which  is  very  dreary 
and  forlorn.  The  foil  is  a ftiff  clay,  very  deep  and  ; 
miry,  except  in  the  drieft  fummers,  when  it  becomes 
exceedingly  hard,  and  the  roads  through  it  (which 
are  very  broad,  with  a fpace  of  green  fwerd  on  each 
fide,  and  from  the  depth  of  the  foil  almoft  impaffable 
in  wet  I'eafons)  from  frequent  traffic  acquire  in  the 
drought  of  fummer  a hardnefs  and  a fmooth  glaze,  or 
polifh,  like  that  on  earthen  pottery.  The  whole  pa- 
rifh is  watered  by  different  little  ftreamlets,  which 
fpread  over  it,  and  run  into  the  ftream  of  the  Med- 
way, which  rifes  near  Goldwell,  in  Great  Chart,  and 
paffes  along  this  parifli  a little  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
village  in  its  way  towards  Style-bridge,  and  the  main 
river,  which  it  joins  a little  below  Yalding. 

The  village  or  town  of  Hedcorne,  with  the  church 
at  the  weft  end  of  it,  fituated  nearly  in  the  centre  of 
the  parifh,  is  an  unfrequented  dull  place.  There  are 
feveral  fmall  hamlets  built  round  the  different  greens 
' or  foftalls  in  the  pariffi. 
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In  the  47th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  Robert  Belk-f 
nap,  and  others,  were  afiigned  to  view  all  the  banks, 
&c.  betwixt  Hetecrone  and  Ealdyng,  as  well  as  be- 
tween Patyndennefmell  and  Elherft,  in  this  county, 
and  to  do  what  fliould  be  requifite  concerning  them 
according  to  the  law  and  cuftom  of  the  realm.  A new 
commiffion  of  fewers  has  been  within  thefe  few  years 
obtained,  to  fcour  and  cleanfe  the  branch  of  the  river 
Medway  from  Great  Chart  through  this  parifh,  to 
itsjunftion  with  the  main  river  a little  below  the  town 
of  Yalding. 

King  Henry  III.  in  his  34th  year,  granted  to  the 
matter  and  brethren  of  the  Maifon  Dieu,  at  Ofpringe, 
founded  by  him  not  many  years  before,  the  privilege 
of  a market  and  a fair  to  be  held  in  this  parifh  of 
Hedcorn  The  fair  ufed  formerly  to  be  held  on  Sr. 
Peter’s  day,  June  29  ; but  has  been  for  fome  years 
patt  held  on  June  12th  yearly. 

The  hundred  of  Tenhani  is  bound  to  repair  one 
arch  of  the  bridge,  and  thirty  yards  of  caufeway  at 
the  end  of  it,  lying  in  that  part  of  this  parilh,  within 
that  hundred. 

Mottenden,  or  more  truly  Modinden,  is  a manor 
lituated  in  the  northern  parr  of  this  parifh,  w'hich 
with  the  ettate  belonging  to  it,  called  Great  and  Little 
Mottenden,  antiently  belonged  to  the  family  of  Ro- 
kette;  one  of  whom.  Sir  Richard  de  Rokefle,  in  the 
year  1224,  anno  9 Henry  III.  founded  a priory  on 
this  manor,  for  friars  of  the  order  of  the  holy  trinity, 
commonly  called  Trinitarians,  being  the  firtt  houfe 
of  this  order  in  England.  Their  rule  was  that  of  St. 
Auttin,  with  fome  peculiar  conttitutions.  Their  ha- 
bit, a white  gown,  with  a red  and  blue  crofs  on  their 
breatts  j their  revenues  were  divided,  one  part  for  their 
fupport  and  maintenance,  another  to  relieve  the  poor, 
and  a third  to  redeem  luch  Chrittians  as  fhould  be 

‘ Tan.  Mon.  p.  22a.  Dugd.  Imbanking,  p.  45. 
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taken  captives  by  the  infidels.  To  this  priory  the 
founder  at  the  fame  time  gave  this  manor  ; and  there 
were  from  time  to  time  feveral  pardons  and  indulgen- 
cies  granted  by  the  fucceeding  popes  to  the  benefac- 
tors ot  it,  which  increafed  both  the  reputation  and  re- 
venues of  it. 

In  the  Surrenden  library  is  a deed,  whicli  fhews 
the  tenor  of  thel'e  pardons  and  indulgencies,  and  the 
benefits  arifing  from  them,  from  the  weak  fuperfti- 
tion  of  different  perfons,  fome  of  whom  appear  to 
have  been  of  no  mean  rank  and  conlequence ; by  it 
Brother  Richard,  minifter  (by  which  name  the  head 
of  this  houle  was  called)  of  this  houfe  of  Motynden, 
certified  that  many  of  the  Roman  pontiffs  having  en- 
dowed the  co-brethren  and  co-fifters  of  his  order  with 
many  privileges,  efpecially  in  that  they  might  each 
chufe  for  themfelves  a confeflbr,  who  might  abfoive 
them  from  all  matters  not  referved  to  the  apoftolic 
fee,  and  once  in  their  lives,  even  from  all  thofe  like- 
wife  concerning  which  the  fee  itfelf  was  of  coiirle  to 
be  confulted.  And  as  John  Dering,  efq.  of  Surren- 
den Dering,  had  taken  on  himfelf  this  fraternity  in  the 
manner  of  a confreer,  and  become  a benefacftor  to 
comply  with  the  tenor  of  the  apoflolip  letters,  he 
affociated  him  in  his  life,  as  well  as  in  death,  together 
with  all  their  friends  alive  and  dead,  in  all  mafies,  and 
prayers,  and  fuffrages  of  their  religion,  which  deed  is 
dated  under  the  feal  of  their  confraternity  in  the  year 

M95- 

In  the  38th  year  of  king  Henry  HI.  they  procured 
the  grant  of  a fair  to  be  held  yearly  at  this  manor. 
In  the  8th  year  of  king  Richard  11.  the  temporalities 
of  this  priory  were  valued  at  one  hundred  fhillings 
per  annum,*'  and  it  continued  in  this  ftate  till  the 
ayth  year  of  king  Henry  Vlll’s  reign,  when  an  a<5t 
paffing  for  the  fuppreflion  of  all  fuch  religious  houles, 

“ Decem.  Script.  Thorne,  coll.  2163. 
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whofe  revenues  did  not  amount  to  the  clear  yearly 
value  of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  for  giving  them  to 
the  king,  this  priory,  the  yearly  revenues  of  which 
amounted  to  no  more  than  60I.  13s.  o^d.  was  fur- 
rendered,  with  all  its  lands  and  poireflTions,  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  lay  in  this  and  other  pariflies,  in  this 
county,  and  in  that  of  Suflcx,  to  the  king’s  ufe.  At 
which  time  it  appears  that  there  was  a houleof  friars 
at  Hertford,  called  Le  Trinitye,  fubordinate  to  this 
of  Mottinden.'^ 

This  manor,  with  the  fcite  of  the  priory  and  lands 
belonging  to  it,  did  not  after  this  long  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  crown  for  the  king  granted  them  in 
his  30th  year  to  Thomas,  lord  Cromwell,  who  was 
the  next  year  created  earl  of  Efl'ex ; but  the  year 
after  being  found  guilty  of  high  trealbn,  was  executed 
on  Tower-hill,  in  the  32d  year  of  that  reign,  anno 
1540.  On  which  they  came  again  into  the  hands  of 
the  crown,  where  the  fee  of  them  lav  till  the  king, in  his 
36th  year,  granted  the  manor  of  Motynden,  with  its 
appurtenances,  the  fcite  of  the  priory,  or  houfe  of  the 
late  Crouched-friars  there,  and  feveral  lands  late  be- 
longing to  it,  to  Anthony  Aucher,  gent,  of  Swin- 
field,  (who  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  James  Aucher,  efq, 
of  Otterden-place)  to  hold  in  capiteh^  knights  fervice. 
He  afligned  this  eftate,  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward VI.  to  Walter  Hendley,  elq.  in  truft,  who 
quickly  afterwards  conveyed  it  to  his  fon-in-Iaw,  Tho- 
mas Colepeper,  efq.  and  he  in  the  4th  year  of  that 
reign,  pafled  it  away  to  his  fon-in-law,  Chriflopher 
Sackville,  efq.  who  foon  afterwards  alienated  it  to 
George  Sydenham,  efq.  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  who 
were  in  poffeffion  of  it  anno  3 Elizabeth.  His  fon 
George  Sydenham,  in  the  25th  year  of  it  veiled  this 

* Tan.  Mon.  p.221,  189.  Seethe  penfions  paid  to  the  late 
members  in  1553,  in  Willis’s  Mitred  Abbeys,  vol.  ii.  p.  103. 

* See  Frindfbury,  vol.  iii.  of  this  hillory,  p.  533. 
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cflate  in  truftees,  who  quickly  afterwards  fold  it  to 
hranklyn,  whofe  fon  George  Franklyn  dying  /]  d 
gave  It  by  his  will  to  his  kinfman  Sir  William  Sedley, 
ofthe  Friars  in  Aylesford,  created  a baronet  in  1-611. 
whofe  fon,  Sir  John  Sedley,  bart.  of  Aylesford,  had 

wur  whom.  Sir  Flenry  and  Sir 

vVilliam,  dying  f.  p this  eftate  came  to  their  youno-eft 
brother.  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  a poflhumous  fon,  who%e- 
came  noted  for  his  wit  and  gallantry  in  the  reian  of 
king  Charles  II.J'  whofe  only  daughter  Catherine^  was 
by  king  James  II.  created  countefs  of  Dorchefter  and 
baronefs  of  Darlington  for  life.  She  inherited  this 
manor  and  eftate  on  her  father’s  death,  and  afterwards 
carried  It  in  marriage  to  Sir  David  Colyear,  bart.  in 
1699,  lord  Portmore,  in  Scotland,  and  in  1703,  earl 
of  Portmore  and  vifcount  Milfmgton.  His  eldeft  fon 
Charles,  earl  of  Portmore,  in  1732,  fucceeded  him  in 
title,  and  in  this  eftate,  and  in  1770  palled  away  this 
manor,  with  the  farms  of  Great  and  Little  Mottendcn 
to  John  Sawbridge,  efq.  of  Ollantigh,  in  this  county! 
who  a fevv  years  ago  fold  them  to  Jeremiah  Curteis 
gent,  who  is  the  prefent  owner  of  them.  * 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Peter  Hufey,  archdeacon  of  Northampton,  by  his 
will  m 1499,  appointed  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the 
choir  of  the  Holy  Trinity  convent  at  Mottenden 

where  he  had  made  his  tomb  j and  it  feems  he  died  in 
:his  priory. 

^ Kelsham  is  an  eftate  in  this  parilF,  which  lies  at  a 
mall  diftance  fouthward  from  Mottenden,  and  though 
low  only  a farm-houfe,  was  formerly  accounted  a ma- 
ter, and  was  the  refidence  of  gentlemen,  known  by 
oat  lurname,  who  bore  for  their  arms,  Salf/e,  a fefs 
egrailed  argent,  between  three  garbs  or,  as  appeared 
17  the  figure  of  one  of  them,  with  thefe  arms  on  his 
tiDard,  formerly  in  painted  glafs  in  the  windows  of  this 

See  more  of  this  family  under  Ayie^ford,  vol.  iv.  p.  429. 

churchj 


TjO  ^YHORNE  HL^NDRED. 

church , but  long  fince  dcftroyed.  In  this  name  the  pof^ 
feffion  of  it  Teems  to  have  continiTcd  till  the  latter  end 
of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  when  it  was  conveyed  to 
Johnfon,  whence  it  came  by  purchafe  to  John  Stringer, 
of  Triggs,  in  Goudhurft,'  who  gave  this  eftate  by  his 
will  to  his  fecond  Ton,  John  Stringer,  gent,  of  Alhford, 
who  died  pofTeffed  of  it  in  1679,  leaving  by  Anne  Wi- 
therden  his  wife,  an  only  daughter  Mary,  who  entitled 
her  hufband,  Anthony  Irby,  efq.  to  it.  He  fold  it  m 
1706  to  George  Charlton,  efq.  of  Boxley,  who  had 
ifiTue  by  Elizabeth  his  wife  ten  children  ; of  whorn  the 
fecond  fon  John  Charlton,  efq.  of  Boxley,  by  his  fa- 
ther’s will  inherited  this  eftate,  and  dying  unmarried  in 
1770,  by  his  will  devifed  this  eftate  to  his  nephew,  the 
Rev.  George  Burvill,  reftor  of  Leyborne,  in  this 
county,  eldeft  fon  of  his  fifter  Anne.  But  Mr.  John 
Burden,  only  fon  of  Charlotte,  another  of  Mr.  Charl- 
ton’s fifters,  claiming  a moiety  of  this  eftate  ; on  a trial 
in  i 772,  he  had  a verdid  in  his  favor  5 prefently  after 
which,  he  fold  the  whole  of  his  intereft  in  it  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Burvill  before-mentioned,  who  refides  at  Boxley, 
and  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr  of  the  whole  of  this  eftate. 

Kents  chantry,  now  called  the  Chantry  farm, 
had  the  former  of  thefe  names  from  there  having  been 
’ a chantry  founded  on  it,  by  one  John  Kent,  in  the  6th 
year  of  king  Edward  IV.  who  fettled  a handfome  in- 
come to  fupport  the  prieft,  who  was  to  officiate  at  it. 
This  chantrv  was  fupprefled  before  the  30th  year  of 
king  Henry' VIII.  for  the  feite  of  it  feems  then  tc 
have  been  granted  to  Thomas,  lord  Cromwell,  after 
wards  earl  of  Eflex,  who  foon  afterwards  exchanged  i 
with  the  king  for  other  premifes. 

This  eftate  remained  in  the  crown  till  the  36th  yea- 
of  that  reign,  when  the  king,  granted  the  feite  of  tbs 

^ See  a full  account  of  the  Stringers  under  Goudhurft, 

» Sec  more  of  the  Burvills  undei  Boxley,  vol.  iv.  p. 
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fiipprefled  chantry,  with  Icveral  lands  belonging  to  it, 
in  Hedcorne  and  elfewhere,  to  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger, 
and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  to  hold  in  capite  by 
knights  fervice,  and  in  the  4th  year  of  Edward  VI.  he 
obtained  a frefh  grant  of  it  to  him  and  his  heirs,  to 
hold  by  the  like  fervice.  He  was  lord  deputy  of  Ire- 
land, knight  of  the  garter,  and  of  the  privy  council, 
and  died  in  1559,  whofe  eldeft  fon,  Warham  St.  Le- 
ger, efq.  afterwards  knighted,  lord  prefident  of  Mun- 
fter  and  a privy  counfellor  of  Ireland,  fold  it,  about  the 
middle  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  to  I'homas  Cole- 
peper,  and  he,  in  the  23d  year  of  it,  alienated  it  to 
Michael  Beresford,  of  Wefterham,*’  who  fettled  it  on 
one  of  his  daughters  Anne,  married  to  Sir  William 
Southland,  of  Lee,  in  Ickham.  Their  fon  Thomas 
Southland,  efq.  alienated  it  to  Mr.  William  Belcher, 
re6lor  of  Ulcombe,  in  whofe  defcendants  it  continued 
iown  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stringer  Belcher,  likevvife  rec- 
or  of  that  parifh,  who  died  in  1739,  ^^7  Sarah  his 

vife,  daughter  of  Juftinian  Champneys,  efq.  of  Box- 
Jty,  left  four  daughters  his  coheirs,  Catherine,  married 
t*  Benjamin  Neale  Bayley,  efq.  of  Ireland  j Judith, 
fnce  deceafed  ; Elizabeth,  now  fmgle  and  Sarah, 
mrried  to  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Milner,  afterwards  Butler, 
oi  Aylesford,  in  this  county. They  pofleHed  this 
elate  in  undivided  fhares,  which  they  afterwards  joined 
in  the  fale  of  to  Mr.  John  Boreman,  of  this  parifh, 
wb  is  now  entitled  to  the  entire  fee  of  it. 

ivisHFORDS,  ufually  called  Ru/hfords,  is  a manor  in 
thi  parifh,  which  antiently  gave  name  to  a family  who 
wee  poflefTors  of  it ; one  of  them,  Adam  de  Rifliford, 
heB  this  manor  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  of  the 
ma'er  of  the  Maifon  Dieu,  in  Ofpringe  ; but  they  were 
exti<5t  here  before  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
whei  John,  fon  of  John  de  Peende,  held  it  of  the  faid 

iot,  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  9.  See  Weficrhani,  vol.  iii.  p.  166, 
^ &e  more  of  the  Belchers  under  Hucking  and  Ulcombe, 
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mafter,  and  then  paid  rcfpe^live  aid  for  it.  This  ma- 
nor continued  in  his  delcendants  till  Stephen  Peend,. 
alias  de  la  Pynd,  and  Martha  his  wife,  in  i6i  i,  con-: 
veyed  it  to  Chriftopher  Fullagar,  alias  Domine,  who, 
in  the  9th  year  of  king  Charles  I.  conveyed  it  to  Mr. 
John  Plulkes,  of  Newnham,  from  whom  it  defcended 
to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Hulfe,  gent,  of  Acrife,  for  fo  he  fpelt 
his  name,  and  he,  with  Elizabeth  his  wife,  in  1772, 
conveyed  this  manor  to  Mr.  John  Goldfmith,  furgeon, 
of  Chatham,  who  in  1736  fettled  it  in  marriage  with 
hii  daughter  Frances,  on  the  Rev.  Peter  Wade,  redor 
of  Cowling,  vicar  of  Boughton  Monchenfie,  and  a 
minor  canon  of  Rochefter  cathedral.  By  her  he  had 
one  fon  John,  a captain  in  the  military  branch  of  ord- 
nance, who  is  married  and  has  ifllie  j and  three  daugh- 
ters, Frances,  married  to  Mr.  alderman  Stephens,  of 
Rochefter  ; Anne,  to  Mr.  Gother  Mann  j and  Mary 
He  died  in  1783,  and  his  fon  captain  John  Wade,  b 
the  prelent  poflelTor  of  it. 

SouTHOLMENDEN  is  a manor  in  this  parilh,  tie 
name  of  which  is  mentioned  in  a charter  of  OlFa,  kiig 
of  Mercia,  dated  in  791,  by  which  he  gave  amoig 
other  premifes  Suthelmingden  to  Ch rift- church,  in 
Canterbury.  In  the  2d  year  of  Edward  IV.  1 honas 
Whytingbroke,  of  Hedcorne,  gave  by  will  his  capial 
mefluage  and  lands,  lying  in  Sowtholmynden,  to  his  on 
John  ; of  later  times  it  has  been  for  feveral  generatuns 
polTefled  by  the  family  of  Auften,  with  whom  it  on- 
tinued  till  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  Auften  of 
Marden,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  William  Gamnon, 
of  Wrotham,  whofe  fon,  the  Rev.  Auften  Gm- 
mon,  of  Watringbury,  in  this  county,  is  the  prfent 
owner  of  it. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Blechen DEN,  alias  CruttendeNjIs  a manoriere, 
which  was  part  of  the  antient  pofleflions  of  that  banch 
of  the  eminent  family  of  Colcpeper,  feated  at  lyles- 
ford  3 of  whom,  William  Colepepyr  w'as  create!  a ba- 
ronet 
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f roriet  in  1627.  In  his  defcendants  It  continued  down 
to  Sir  Thomas  Colepcpyr,  bart.  of’  'Prefton-halJ,  who 
died  in  1723,  /i />.  leaving  Alicia  his  fifter,  then  the 
•widow  of  Sir  Thomas  Taylor,  bart.  of  Maidftone,  his 
iieir,  and  fhe.pafled  it  away  to  Mr.  Thomas  Beft,  of. 
Chatham,  whofe  grandfon,  Thomas  Beft,  elq.  ofChil- 
fton,  dying/,  p.  in  1795,  gave  it  by  will  to  his  nephew 
George  Beft,  efq.  now  of  Chilfton,  the  prefent  owner 
of  it.  A court  baron  Is  held  for  this  manor. 

V The  manors  of  Wisperhawke,  alias  Whitfper- 
‘hawke  and  Hampden  in  this  parlfli,  were  formerly 
owned  by  a family  of  the  firft  of  thofe  names  j one  of 
whom,  Simon  VVhytfphawk,  was  poffefled  of  them 
anno  2 Edward  IV.  They  afterwards  pafted  Into  the 
name  of  Hennand,  and  defeended  down  to  Thomas 
Hennand,  whofe  heir-at  law  conveyed  them  by  fale  to 
Galfridus  Mann,  efq.  who  died  poffefted  of  them,  to- 
gether with  Hedcorne-place,  in  1756,  and  his  only 
fon,  Sir  Horace  Mann,  bart.  is  the  prefent  poflelfor  of 
thefe  eftates. 

CHARITIES. 

The  Rev.  John  Fothsrbye  gave  by  will  in  1616,  40s. 
of  which  los  for  a fermon  on  the  day  of  his  burial,  and  30s. 
among  the  pooreft  for:  of  inhabiiants  who  (hould  come  to  hear 
it,  to  be  paid  cut  of  :l)e  rent  of  a fmall  farm,  veiled  in  the  mi» 
ilifter,  churchwardens  and  overfeers. 

John  TopLiFEgave  by  will  in  1637  a houfe,  barn, 
and  orchard  adjoining  the  church-yard,  rented  now  at  3I.  13s. 
per  annum,  the  clear  produce  of  which  to  be  dillributed  at 
Eaftcr  yearly  to  four  poor  houfeholders  or  widows,  who  receive 
no  weekly  pay,  veiled  in  ihe  churchwardens,  and  to  be  dillri- 
buted  at  their  and  the  minifter’s  diferetion. 

Clement  Fish,  in  1638,  as  is  fuppofed,  gave  to  the  poor 
who  receive  no  alms,  403.  payable  yearly  out  of  a farm  in  this 
parilh,  veiled  in  theminider,  who  difpofes  of  it, 

Thomas  Swapper  gave  by  will  in  1646,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
poor,  I 5s.  per  annum,  payable  out  of  the  rent  of  a houfe  and 
garden  in  this  parilh,  veiled  in  the  parilh  officers. 

1 Rev.  Samuel  WHiSTOWEgaveby  will  in  1716,5!.  per  ah- 
I num,  that  is  los.  for  a fermon,  on  May  2,  yearly,  O.  S.  as.  6d'. 
c to  the  clerk,  for  ringing  out  the  great  bell  before  fermon  ; 

and 
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and  37s.  6d.  to  fuch  poor  as  (h&uld  come  10  hear  the  fermon, 
and  were  willing  to  accept  of  it.  The  other  50s.  to  be  diftri- 
buted  in  like  manner  yearly  on  the  day  of  his  burial,  the  2d 
of  Augufl,  O.  S.  He  gave  likewife  to  the  poor  of  the  parifh  a 
hoiife  and  garden  in  the  town  of  Hedcorne,  the  clear  rent  of 
which  to  be  dillributed  on  Whit- Sunday  and  Chriilmas-day, 
yearly,  to  fuch  poor  perfons  as  receive  no  relief,  veiled  in  the 
ininillcr  and  churchwardens,  and  now  rented  at  4I.  per  annum. 
The  number  of  poor  couftantly  relieved  are  about  fixty-five, 
cafually  eighteen. 

Hedcorne  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  dioceje  of  Canterbury,  and  deanry  of 
Charing. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 
It  vvas  founded  by  one  of  the  family  of  Colepeper, 
owners  of  confiderable  property  in  this  parifh.  ^ The 
monument  and  arms  of  the  founder  flill  remain  in  the 
jbuth  wall  of  it,  and  the  latter  are  carved  in  ftone  over 
the  weft  door  of  the  belfry.  One  of  thefe  coats  has  a 
a crejeeni  on  the  upper  part  of  the  bend ; there  are 
likewife  two  coats  of  Kelfham,  the  one  impaling,  Er- 
mine^  on  a chief  gides^  two  mullets  or  ; the  other,  Sa- 
ble^ a chevron  between  three  tents  argent,  and  a coat, 
having  A chevron  betzveen  three  garbs,  and  three  crofs- 
croflets  fitchee,  one  and  two. 

The  church  of  Hedcorne  was  part  of  the  pofteflions' 
of  the  crown,  and  remained  fo  till  king  Henry  III. 
granted  tlie  parfonage  or  reflory  of  it  to  his  new- 
erefted  Maifon  Dieu,  founded  by  him  at  Ofpringe, 
and  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  to  the  archbilhop  of 
Canterbury  and  his  fucceflbrs. 

In  1267  friar  Elyas,  matter  of  this  hofpital,  agreed 
that  archbifhop  Boniface,  patron  of  this  church,  by  the 
grant  of  the  prince  their  founder,  (hould  allow  over  and 
above  the  income  of  the  vicarage,  which  William  de 
Tilemanftone,  perpetual  vicar  of  it  then  had,  the  fum 
of  one  hundred  fhillings  out  of  the  grofs  fruits  of  it  to 
be  paid  without  any  diminution.'* 

^ MSS.  of  bifhop  Tanner  in  Bibl,  Bodl.  Oxon.  p,  99. 

The 
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The  parfonage  of  the  church  of  Hectcorne/wlth  the 
fnanor  of  it,  remained  part  of  the  polTeirions  of  the  be- 
fore-mentioned houfe  or  hofpital  till  the  diflblution  of 
it  in  the  22d  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  by  its  being  de- 
ferted  by  the  two  only  remaining  members  of  it ; and 
thus  devolving  to  the  crown,  the  king  committed  the 
cuftody  or  guardianfhip  of  it  to  fecular  perfons  ; in 
which  (late  it  continued  till  bifliop  Filher  obtained  it, 
with  ail  its  lands  and  revenues,  of  king  Henry  VIII.  in 
his  7th  year,  for  St.  John’s  college,  in  Cambridge,  as 
a fit  compenfation  for  the  lands  which  that  fociety  had 
lately  loft.  This  grant  was  afterwards  renewed  by  the 
king  in  his  i ith  year,- and  confirmed  by  the  archbiftiop, 
the  prior  and  convent,  and  the  archdeacon  of  Canter- 
bury, for  their  feveral  parts  and  interefts.  In  which 
ftate  this  parfonage,  with  the  manor  of  it,  now  remains, 
being  part  of  the  pofleftions  of  the  mafter  and  fellows 
of  the  above-mentioned  college. 

In  the  8th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  anno  1384,  the 
parfonage  of  Hedcorne  was  valued  at  13I.  6s,  8d, 

The  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  ftill  continues  part  of 
the  pofieflions  of  his  grace  the  archbiftiop  of  Canter-, 
bury-  It  is  a difeharged  living  in  the  king’s  books,  of 
the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of  forty-five  pounds, 
the  yearly  tenths  of  which  are  il.  us.  4d.  In  1640  it 
was  valued  at  fifty  pounds  per  annum.  Communicants 
four  hundred. 


CHURCH  OF  HEDCORNE. 


RECTORS. 

Henry  Je  0/prenge,  clerk,  fon  of 
Symon,'-' 


VICARS. 

JVilUam  de  Tilemanjlone^  id 
1267.  ' . 

William  Ketelly/den^  ’ 

« Regift.  Ecclef.  Chrlfti,  Cant.  f Wills,^  Prerogativq-elSce,  Can- 
cart.  i5z6.  terbury. 


P ATROfJS, 
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PATRONS,  Gt’c. 


The  archhijhoji. 


S See  Walker’s  Soft',  of  the  Clergy, 
pt.  ii.  p.  203. 

Brother  to  Jonathan,  vicar  of  Be- 
therfden. 


VICARS. 

Francis  Raiujon^  ind.  Augull 
1566. 

yohn  Fotherley^  A.  M.  March  1, 
1584,  rcfigned  j6o2. 
yohn  Raynardf  A.  M.  May  8» 
1602,  obt.  161Q. 
yohn  IVood,  Aug.  II,  1610,  re- 
figned  1610. 

Thomas  Harynan,  A B.  Dec.  6, 
1610,  refigned  1638. 

Nicholas  Bret,  S.  T.  B.  Jan.  10, 
1638  ® 

Thomas  Philijis,  obt.  1673. 
Samuel  Whijione,  1673,  obf. 
17  »6.‘' 

Henry  Hodfon,  A.  B.  0£l.  9, 
1716, refigned  1723. 
yames  Barham,  May  27,  1723* 
Peter  Heyman,  1733.' 
yojeph  Hardy,  lybi,  obt.  1786. 
Daniel  Evans,  1786,  the  prefenc 

vicar. 

\ 

1 A younger  fon  of  Sir  Peter  Hey- 
man,  hart. 


BOUGHTON  MONCHENSIE 

LIES  the  next  parifh  northward  from  Hedcornc, 
It  is  written  in  Domefday,  Boltone  j in  later  records, 
BoFlon,  and  fometimes  IVeJi  Bo6lon ; and  now  iifually 
Boughion.  It  has 'the  addition  of  Monchenfte,  (com- 
monly pronounced  Monchelfea)  to  it  from  the  family 
of  that  name,  antiently  poffeffors  of  it,  and  to  diftin- 
guifli  it  from  the  other  parifhes  of  the  fame  name 
within  this  county  ; and  it  is  fometimes  called,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  it,  Boughion  ^arry,  from  the  large 
quarries  of  ftone  within  it. 

This  parish  lies  upon  the  lower  or  fouthern  ridge, 
commonly  called  the  Quarry ' hills,  which  crofs  it,  the 

fummic 
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fummit  of  them  being  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
Weald,  fo  much  therefore  of  this  parifh  as  is  below  it 
is  within  that  diftrift.  The  church  Hands  about  half 
way  down  of  the  hill  fouthward,  and  dole  to  the  church- 
yard is  the  antient  manfion  of  Boughton-place,  plea- 
fantly  fituated,  having  an  extenfive  profped  fouthward 
over  the  Weald,  in  a park  well  wooded  and  watered  ; 
from  hence  the  parifli  extends  into  the  Weald,  towards 
that  branch  of  the  Medway  which  flows  from  Hedcorne 
towards  Style-bridge  and  Yalding,  over  a low  deep 
country,  where  the  foil  is  a ftiff  clay  like  that  of  Hed- 
corne before-defcribed.  .Northward  from  Boughton- 
place,  above  the  hili,  the  parifh  extends  over  Cocks- 
heath,  part  of  which  is  within  its  bounds,  on  the  fur- 
ther fide  of  it  is  a hamlet  called  Boughton-green,  and 
beyond  it  the  feat  of  Boughton-mount,  the  grounds  of 
which  are  watered  by  the  ftream,  which  riles  near 
Langley -park,  aixl  having  loft  itfclf  under  ground,  rifes 
again  in  the  quarries  here,  and  flowing  on  through 
Lofe,  to  which  this  parifli  joins  here,  joins  the  Med- 
way a little  above  Maidftone*  Thefe  large  and  noted 
quarries,  ufually  known  by  the  name  of  Bough  ton 
quarries,  are  of  the  Kentifh  rag-ftone,  of  which  the 
foil  of  all  this  part  of  the  parifh,  as  far  as  the  hills 
above-mentioned  confifts,  being  covered  over  with  a 
fertile  loam,  of  no  great  depth.  At  the  end  of  Cocks- 
heath  eaftward  is  the  hamlet  of  Cock-ftreet,  uliially 
called,  from  a public- houfe  in  it,  Boughton  Cock,  when 
the  foil  becomes  a red  earth,  much  mixed  with  rotten 
flint  S}  a little  to  the  fouthward  of  which,  at  the  edge 
of  the  heath  is  the  parfonage,  with  fome  coppice  wood 
adjoining,  and  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  at  the  eaftern 
bounds  of  the  parilh,  the  feat  of  Wiarton,  having  an 
extenfive  prhfpe6t  over  the  W eald. 

This  parish  was  part  of  thofe  poflelfions  given  by 
William  the  Conqueror,  on  his  accelTion  to  the  crown 
of  England,  to  his  half-brother  Odo,  biflmp  ofBaicux, 
whom  he  like  wife  made  earl  of  Kent,  under  the  general 

VOL.  V.  z title 
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title  of  whole  lands  it  is  thus  entered  in  the  furvey  of 

Domefday,  taken  abour  tlie  year  1080  : 

Hugh,  grandlon  of  Herbert,  holds  of  the  bijhop  of 
Baieux  Boltone.  It  was  taxed  at  one  filling.  ’The  arable 
land  u tzvo  carucates.  In  demefne  there  is  nothing.  But 
five  villeins  have  five  carucates  there,  and  two  acres  of 
meadow.  IVood  for  the  pannage  of  twenty  hogs.  There 
is  a church.  In  the  time  of  king  Edzvard  the  Confejfor, 
and  afterwards,  it  was  worth  eight  pounds,  nozv  fix 
pounds.  Aluuin  held  it  of  earl  Goduine. 

Four  years  after  the  taking  the  above-mentioned 
furvey,  the  bilhop  of  Baieux  was  difgraced,  and  all  his 
poflelfions  were  confifcated  to  the  crown. 

After  which,  this  manor  came  into  the  poflelTionof 
the  family  of  Montchenfie,  called  in  Latin  records, 
He  Monte  Canifio,  the  principal  feat  of  which  was  at 
Swanfcombe,  in  this  county. ‘‘  William,  fon  of  Wil- 
liam de  Montchenfie,  who  died  anno  6 king  John,  was 
poflelfed  of  this  manor,  and  it  appears  that  he  furvived 
his  fuller  but  a few  years,  for  Warine  de  Montchenfie, 
probably  his  uncle,  Succeeded  to  his  whole  inheritance 
in  the  15th  year  of  that  reign.  Soon  after  which  this 
manor  palfed  into  the  pofTefTion  of  the  family  of 
Hougham,  of  Hougham,  in  this  county. 

Robert  de  Hougham  died  poflelfed  of  it  in  the4ifl; 
year  of  king  Henry  III.  as  did  his  defeendant  of  the 
fame  name  in  the  loth  year  of  Edward  II.  without 
male  iflue,  leaving  a daughter  Benedida,  who  carried 
her  interefl:  in  this  ellate  in  marriage  to  John  de  Shelv- 
ing, of  Shelvingbourne,  and  he  died  in  the  4th  year  of 
Edward  III.  leaving  his  wife  Benedida  furviving,  who 
in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign  paid  refpedive  aid  for 
this  manor,  which  the  heirs  of  Robert  de  Hougham 
then  held  at  Weft  Bodon  of  Hugh  de  Vere.  She  died 
in  the  2 2d  year  of  that  reign;  after  which  this  name 
expired  in  two  daughters  and  coheirs,  one  of  whom. 

Sec  Swanfcombe,  vol.  ii.  of  thishiftory,  p.  404. 

Helen, 
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Helen,  was  married  to  John  de  Bourne;  and  the  other 
Joan,  to  John  Brampton,  alias  Detling,  of  Detling- 
court,  who  entitled  their  hufbands  to  their  refpe-uive 
rights  in  this  manor.  Robert  Bourne  died  polTefled 
of  one  pari  of  it  in  the  42d  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
which  his  daughter  and  heir  carried  in  marriage  to 
Edmund  Haut,  of  Haut’s-place,  in  Petham,  who  pof- 
felTed  it  in  the  8th  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  in  which 
year  he  was  IhcrifF.  His  defcendant  alienated  it  before 
the  end  of  king  Henry  VL’s  reign  to  Reginald  Peck- 
ham,  efq.  who  was  then  in  poITelTion  of  it,  as  appears 
by  an  old  court-roll  of  that  time. 

Ihe  other ^ and  by  far  the  greateft  part  of  this  manor, 
on  the  death  of  John  Brampton,  alias  Detling,  above- 
mentioned,  defcended  to  his  daughter  Benedifta,  who 
carried  it  in  marriage  to  Thomas  at  Towne,ofTownes- 
place,  in  Throwley,  and  he  died  likewife  without  male 
iflue,  leaving  his  three  daughters  his  coheirs ; one  of 
whom,  Benedidta,  the  fecond,  carried  this  part  in  mar- 
riage to  William  Watton,  efq.  of  Addington,  who  at 
the  latter  end  of  king  Henry  VI.’s  reign,  conveyed  it 
byfale  to  Reginald  Peckham,  efq.  above-mentioned, 

I owner  of  the  other  part  of  this  manor,  who  by  this 
jpurchafe  became  then  foie  lord  of  the  whole  of  it.  His 
grandfon  Thomas  Peckham,  elq.  died  in  the  12th 
year  of  Henry  VIII.  and  dcvifed  it  at  his  death  to  his 
daughter,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Harpur,  who 

Iprefently  afterwards  alienated  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Wiatt, 
as  he  did  to  Robert  Rudfton,  efq.  who  was  the  fon  of 
Sir  John  Rudfton,  of  London,  lord  mayor  in  152S, 
whofe  father,  Walter  Rudfton,  was  of  Hatton,  in 
Yorkfhire.  I'hey  bore  for  their  arms.  Argent,  three 
bulls  heads  erafed  fable.  In  the  2d  and  3d  year  of 
king  Edward  VI.  he  procured  his  lands  in  this  county 
to  be  difgavelled,  by  the  act  then  pafted  for  this  pur- 
Ipofe.  But  having  engaged  with  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt  in 
fiis  unfortunate  rebellion,  in  the  1 ft  year  of  queen  Mary, 
ijhe  was,  among  others,  found  guilty,  and  condemned 
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to  be  executed  : which  lentence  the  queen  was  pleafed- 
to  refpite,’'  and  in  the  ift  year  of  queen  Elizabeth  he 
was,J^y  a(5t  I'eftored  in  blood,  and  to  his  polTeffions  like- 
wife/and  refided  at  this  manor,  the  manfion  of  which 
he  made  ereat  additions  to.  Ifaac,  his  eldcft  Ion,  fuc- 
ceeded  him  in  this  manor,  and  left  an  only  daughter 
and  heir  Anne,  married  to  Samuel  Michel,  efq.  of  Old 
Windfor,  on  which  it  came,  by  the  entail  of  his  father’s" 
will,  to  Belknap  Rudfton  his  brother,  who  dying  f.  p, . 
devifed  it  by  his  will  in  i6  jj  to  Sir  Francis  Barnham, , i 
of  Hollingborne,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Martin  Barnham, , | 
of  London,  by  his  fecond  wife.  His  firft  wife,  Anne  ( 
Rudfton,  by  whom  he  had  only  two  daughters,  being  | 
Sir  Barnham’s  fifter. 

Sir  Francis  Barnham,  refided  at  Hollingborne.  He 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sampfon  Lennard,  efq.’ 
of  Chevening,  fifter  of  Henry,  lord  Dacre,  by  whom 
he  had  fifteen  children;  of  whom,  Robert,  the  fecond,  | 
but  eldeft  furviving  fon,  was  feated  at  Boughton  Mon-  , 
chenfie,  and  was  created  a baronet  in  1663.  He  was 
fucceeded  in  title  and  eftate  by  Sir  Robert  Barnham, 
bart.  hisgrandfon  (fon  of  Francis  Barnham,  efq.  who 
died  in  his  father’s  life-time  in  1668)  who  left  an  only  | 
daughter  and  heir,  Philadelphia,  who  carried  this  ma- 
nor in  marriage  to  Thomas  Rider, efq.  Thefe  Rideri 
feem  to  be  defeended  from  thofe  of  Low  Layton,  ir 
EflTex,  their  arms  being  the  fame,  viz.  Azure,  threi 
rre/rew/ior;  of  which  family  was  Sir  William  Rider, lord 
mayor  of  London  anno  42  Elizabeth,"’ — His  eldeft  fon 
Sir  Barnham  Rider,  fucceeded  his  father  in  this  manor 
and  refided  here.  He  died  in  1728,  and  was  fucceedec 
by  his  only  fon  Thomas,  afterwards  Sir  Thomas  Rider 
who  refided  at  Boughton -place,  where  he  kept  hi 
llirievalty  in  1754.  He  died  unmarried  in  1786,  upo 

' Rym  Feed.  vol.  xv.  p,  373.  See  Fox’s  Martyrs,  vol.  ii 
p.  80.  See  Morant’s  Efl'ex,  vol.  i.  p.  23. 
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which  this  manor  came  by  his  will  to  his  firfl:  coufin 
Ingram  Rider,  elq.  whonow  refides  here. 

Wi  ARTON-HOusE  is  a feat  in  theeaftern  part  of  this 
parifli,  which  antiently  gavx  name  and  refidence  to  a 
family,  poirefibrs  of  it.  Adam  de  Wiarton  polfefled 
it  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  and  his  defcendants 
continued  owners  of  it  until  the  latter  end,  of  the  reign 
of  Richard  II.  when  one  of  them  alienated  it  to  Robert 
Purfc,  whofe  fon  of  the  fame  name  died  poifdfed  of  it 
in  1452,  and  was  buried  in  this  church,  having  been  a 
good  benefadlor  to  it,  by  new  building  the  belfry  and 
north  ille  of  it,  and  his  portrait  in  painted  glafs  in  the 
window  over  the  place  of  his  interment,  remained  en- 
tire till  the  civil  wars  of  king  Charles  Fs  reign,  when 
it  was  broken  to  pieces,  all  but  one  hand  holding  out  a 
purfe,  put  up  in  alluflon  to  his  name.  His  fon  alie- 
nated this  feat  to  Richard  Norton,  whofe  wife  Marga- 
ret dying  in  1507,  lies  interred  under  the  feat  in  this 
church  belonging  to  Wiarton-houfe  ; in  which  name  it 
continued  till  the  reign  of  king  James  I when  it  was 
fold  to  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger,  matter  of  the  rolls  in 
Ireland,  and  privy  counfellor,  the  third  fon  of  Sir  An- 
thony St.  I.eger,  of  Ulcombe,  in  this  county,  lord  de- 
puty of  Ireland.  He  left  an  only  fon.  Sir  Anthony  St. 
Leger,  who  fucceeded  him  in  this  feat,  in  which  he  re- 
fidcd  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  After  whofe 
death  his  heirs  alienated  it  to  Nathaniel  Powell,  efq. 
ofEwhurtt,  in  Suflex,  defeended  from  John  Powell, 
efq.  of  Ednop,  in  Salop,  whofe  fon  Meredith  Powell, 
of  Brampton' Ralf,  in  Somerferflttre,  was  father  of  Na- 
thaniel Powell,  elq.  created  a baronet  in  1663,  and  pur- 
chafer  of  this  feat,  who  likewife  refided  here  ; whofe 
cldctt  fon,  Barnham  Powell,  efq.  dying  inliis  life-time. 
Sir  Nathaniel  Powell,  his  eklett  fon,  fucceeded  his 
grandfather  here,  and  died  unmarried  in  1708,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  his  only  furviving  brother,  Sir  Chrif- 
topher  Powell,  bart.  who  refided  at  Wierton,  and  in 
1734  was  chofcn  knight  of  the  (hire  for  this  county. 
! z 3 He 
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He  bore  for  his  arms  two  coats  quarterly,  ill  and  4th 
GuJes^  a lion  rampant  regardant y or  ; ad  and  3d,  Ar-' 
genty  three  boars  heads  couped,  fable.  He  died  pof--| 
fefled  of  it  in  1742,  /.  p.  leaving  his  widow,  daughter  ■ 
of  Mr.  Newington,  Surviving,  whofe  truftees  fold  this: 
feat  after  her  death,  purfuant  to  the  ufes  created  in  Sir  • 
Chriftopher’s  will,  to  Mr.  John  Brifcoc,  gent,  of  Lon-- 
don,  who  rebuilt  it  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  at  a fmall . 
diftance  fouthward  from  the  former  fcite  of  it,  and  then 
alienated  it  in  1771  to  Willfliire  Emmett,  efq.  who 
ferved  the  office  of  ffieriff  in  1774,  niid  bears  for  his; 
arms.  Party  per  paky  azure  and  fable  ; a fejs  ermine 
between  three  bulls  heads  cabojhed  or  j and  now  refides 
here. 

After  refiding  here  for  fome  years,  he  alienated  this ' 
feat  with  the  ellate  belonging  to  it,  to  John  May,  efq. 
of  Holborough  in  Snodland,  the  prelent  owner  of  it  j 
but  it  is  now  uninhabited. 

The  borough  of  Wiarton  is  within  the  manor  of  t 
Newington,  near  Sittingborne  ; the  rents  due  to  which  . 
are  from  the  freeholders  holding  within*  it,  in  free 
jocage  tenure. 

Holbrook  is  a reputed  manor  here,  which  formerly 
belonged  to  a family  of  the  name  of  Halbrook,  as  ap-  ■ 
pears  by  feveral  old  deeds  and  court-rolls  j and  bore, 
as  is  evident  from  feveral  old  regifters  of  arms,  Azurey 
a plain  crofSy  between  four  mullets  oryfrettee  of  the  firfi\ 
who  having  continued  owners  of  it  for  feveral  defcents, 
became  extindl  here  about  the  beginning  of  king, 
Henry  V.’s  reign,  when  it  came  into  the  polTeffion  of: 
William  Haut,  efq.  of  Biffioplbnrne,  whofe  defen- 
dant, Sir  William  Haut,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
left  two  daughters  and  coheirs,  of  whom  Jane,  the 
youngeft,  married  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of  Allington- 
caftle,  who  in  her  right  became  poffefled  of  it,  and  at 
the  latter  end  of  king  Edward  VI.’s  reign,  with  her 
confent  alienated,  it  to  Simon  Smyth,  of  Buckland,  I 
near  Maidftone,  in  whofe  defendants  it  continued  I 
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down  to  John  Smyth,  cfq  whofe  widow,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Smyth,  is  now  pofleired  of  it. 

Boughton  Mount,  formerly  called  Wychden,  is 
a feat  in  this  parifli,  fituated  on  the  oppofite  or  northern 
fide  of  Cockfheath,  near  the  pariQi  of  Loofe. 

This  feat,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  was  the 
property  of  John  Alchorne,  of  Aylesford,  fon  of  Ro- 
bert, the  grandfon  of  John  de  Alchorne,  or  Ulchorne, 
of  Ulchorne  in  Uckfield,  in  Suffex.  They  bore  for 
their  arms.  Argent,  a Jlag' s head  cabojhed,  a chief  in- 
dented  fable.  In  the  defeendants  of  John  Alchorne,  the 
purchafer  of  this  feat,  it  continued  down  to  his  grandfon 
of  the  fame  name,  who  leaving  an  only  daughter  Anne, 
Ihe  carried  thiseftate  in  marriage  to  John  Savage,  gent, 
of  Lions-inn,  defeended  from  the  Savages,  of  Blex- 
worth,  in  Dorfetfliire,  a branch  of  thofe  of  Rock  Sa- 
vage, in  Chefhire.  He  had  by  her  twofons,  Richard, 
who  died  on  his  travels,  at  Prague,  in  Bohemia,  in 
1669;  and  John  Savage,  efq.  who  fucceeded  to  tliis 
feat  in  1726, and  wasappointed  flieriff  of  this  county,  but 
died  on  April  9,  that  year,  and  was  fucceeded  here  by 
his  fon,  Ricliard  Savage,  efq.  whofe  widow,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Gulfton,  furvivedhim,  and  died  in  1780,  upon 
which  this  feat,  according  to  her  late  hufband’s  will, 
became  the  property  of  the  two  daughters  and  coheirs 
of  his  late  fifter,  married  to  Benjamin  Hubble,  efq.  of 
Town  Mailing,  one  of  whom  is  married  to  Mr.  Douce, 
and  they  are  the  prefent  pofleflbrs  of  it ; but  it  is  now 
occupied  by  E.  J.  Foote,  cfq.  of  the  royal  navy. 

CHARITIES. 

William  Reiffgins,  a German,  gave  by  will  in  1613, 
4I.  per  annum  lo  the  poor  of  this  purifh,  for  34  y^rrs ; 60I.  to 
be  veiled  in  land  for  the  like  ufe  for  ever,  h pnrehafe  wascon- 
fequcniiy  made  of  l.nd  in  the  patifli  of  Chart  Sutton,  which 
is  veiled  in  trullecs,  and  is  now  cf  the  annual  rent  of  3I. 

The  poor  relieved  here  conllantly  are  about  thirty  in  number, 
cal'ually  twtniy-five. 

Boughton  Monchensie  is  within  the  ecclesias- 
tical JURISDICTION  of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury, 
and  deanry  of  Sutton.  z 4 'Phe 
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The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  is  ^ 
fmall  building,  having  a handfome  fquare  tower  at  the 
well:  end. 

This  church  was  given  to  the  priory  of  Leeds,  ibon 
after  the  foundation  of  it  by  Henry  de  Boston,  and  was 
afterwards  appropriated  to  it,  wirii  the  licence  of  the 
archbilhop,  before  the  reign  of  king  Richard  II.  at 
which  time  the  parfonage  of  it  was  valued  at  ten  pounds, 
and  the  vicarage  of  it  at  four  pounds  yearly  income," 
both  which  remained  part  of  the  pofiTeffions  of  the 
priory  till  the  dilTolution  of  it  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  when  it  came,  with  the  reft  of  the  pof- 
feftions  of  that  houfe,  into  the  king’s  hands,  who  by 
his  dotation- charter  in  his  33d  year,  fettled  both  the 
parfonage  and  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Boston  on  his 
new-ere6led  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  part  of 
whofe  pofteflions  they  now  remain. 

The  ieflee  of  the  parfonage  is  Mrs.  Eli^.  Smith  ; 
but  the  prefentation  to  the  vicarage,  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter referve  to  thernfelves. 

On  the  abolition  of  deans  and  chapters,  after  the 
death  of  king  Charles  1.  this  parfonage  was  furve}'ed 
by  order  of  the  ftate  in  1649,  when  it  was  returned, 
that  it  confifted  of  the  fcite,  which,  with  the  tithes,  was 
worth  56I.  3s.  qd.  th^  the  glebe  land  of  twenty-nine 
acres  and  two  roods  w'as  worth  81.  i6s.  8d.  per  annum, 
both  improved  rents ; which  premifes  were  let  anno 
14  Charles  I.  to  Sir  Edward  Hales,  knight  and  baro- 
net, by  the  dean  and  chapter,  for  twenty  one  years,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  13I.  10s.  The  Ieflee  to  repair  the 
chancel  of  the  parifh  church,  and  the  advowfon  was 
excepted  by  the  dean  and  chapter  out  of  the  leafe. 

7'he  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
7I.  13s.  4d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  15s.  4d.  per  an- 
num. In  f640  it  was  valued  at  fixty  pounds  per  an- 
num. Communicants,  177.  In  1649  it  was  furveyed, 

" Regift,  of  Leeds  priory.  Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  40. 
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with  the  parfonage,  by  order  of  the  ftate,  and  valued 
at  thiicy  pounds  per  annum,  clear  yearly  income.® 

1 he  vicar  of  this  church  in  1584,  but  his  name  I 
have  not  found,  was  deprived  for  non-conformity  j 
though  he  was  fo  acceptable  to  the  parifliioners,  that 
they,  to  the  number  of  fifty-feven,  made  a petition  to 
the  lord  treafurer,  to  reftore  their  minifter  to  them. 

CHURCH  OF  BOUGHTON  MONCHENSIE. 

PATRONS, 

Or  hy  tuhom  krefented,  vicars. 

Alarms  Styioard,  anno  6 Ri- 
chard II.'’ 

' . John  IValker,  in  1492.*’ 

Grave^  1503.*’ 

John  Haivk/ioorth,  in  1517.'’ 
IVilliam  Nichol/ort,  A . M , M arch 
’ 18, 1580. 

, Lowen  pTood,  May  8,  1582. 

Henry  Di/lror 010,  oht.  161^. 
Francis  Cay  cot  ty  A.  M.Junesy, 
1615. 

Matthe^m  Button,  obt.  1686.'' 
yo/m  Crom/i,  A.  M.  July,  1686, 
obt.  1719.® 

A.B.  Nov.  1719, 

t)bt.  1722. 

George  Pratt,  A.  M.  June  25, 
1722,  obt.  March  II,  1747.®^ 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Roclie/ter.  ..  John  Lawry,  A.  M.  1747,  re- 

figned  1755.“ 

Peter  Wade,  A.  M.  1753,  obt. 
Sept.  1783.* 

James  Andrews,  1783,  the  pre- 
fen t vicar. 


• Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth-library, 
vol.  xiv. 

P Carr.  Antiq.  E.  H. 
q W’ills,  Prerog.  oft.  Cant, 
r See  Boys’s  Sandwich,  pt.  i.p.  273. 

* Prebendary  of  Rochefter. 

I Alfo  curate  of  Chatham.  He  was 
fdn  of  dean  Pratt,  and  lies  buried  in 
Rochefter  cathedral. 


0 And  by  a dlfpenfation  in  174.7 
reftor  of  Lee.  He  afterwards  refignrd 
this  vicarage  for  that  of  Aylesford. 
He  was  likewife  a prebendary  of  Ro- 
chefter, and  died  in  1773. 

^ In  1768-,  by  difpenfation  reAor 
of  Cowling,  alfo  a minor  canon  of 
Rochefter  cathedral. 
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LANGLEY. 

THE  next  parifh  north-eaftward  from  Boughtoii 
Monchcnfie  is  Langley,  written  in  Domefday,  Lan- 
gueleiy  which  fignifies  the  long  pafinrcy  a name  well 
adapted  to  it  at  this  time. 

Langley  parish  is  but  fmall,  it  lies  rather  on  high 
ground,  the  foil  of  it  is  moftly  a red  earth  mixed  with 
flints,  not  very  fertile,  it  is  very  woody  towards  the 
eaft  and  weft;  the  former  part  extending  into  the  large 
tra(ft  of  woodland  called  Kingfwood,  which  with  the 
numbers  of  large  oak  and  elm  trees,  to  which  latter 
the  foil  is  particularly  kind,  interfperfed  throughout  it, 
gives  it  rather  a gloomy  appearance.  Midway  between 
thefe  woods  is  the  village  of  Langley,  with  the  church 
in  it,  and  at  a little  diftance  from  it  adjoining  to  Kingf- 
wood  is  Langley- heath,  a wafte  of  no  great  extent, 
about  a quarter  of  a mile  north-weftward  from  the  vil- 
lage is  the  eftate  called  Langley-park,  the  park  of 
which  has  been  difparked  a long  time  fince,  as  will  be 
further  noticed  hereafter.  Near  this  part  of  the  partfli 
there  rifes  a fmall  fpring,  which  at  about  a mile’s  dif- 
ranee  from  its  fource,  lofes  itfelf  at  Brilhing  under- 
ground, running  through  a fubterraneous  paflage  for 
near  half  a mile,  when  it  rifes  again,  and  running 
through  Loofe  it  meets  the  Medway,  juft  above  Maid- 
ftone.*  Kilburne  fays,  that  in  1472  a fpring  or  bourn 
newly  broke  forth  in  the  park  here,  which  I think 
muft  be  the  fame  thatLeland  mentions,  zvbcre  he  fays, 
there  was  a pit  in  Langley  park,  which  again  any  battle 
would  be  dry ; but  if  there  was  no  battle  toward,  it 
would  be  full  of  water,  was  the  weather  ever  fo  dry. 

Langley  was  part  of  thofe  great  poflTcflions  with 
which  William  the  Conqueror  enriched  hi§  half-bro* 

' See  Loofe,  vol,  iv,  p.  360. 
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tlier  Odo,  bifliop  of  Baieiix,  whom  he  alfo  made  earl 
of  Kent ; and  it  is  accordingly  thus  entered,  under  the 
general  title  of’  that  prelate’s  lands,  in  the  furvey  of 
Domefday  as  follows  : 

The  fame  Adam  Fitzhubert  holds  of  the  bifhop  of 
BaieuXy  Languelei.  It  was  taxed  at  one  fuling  and  an 
half.  The  arable  land  is  four  carucates.  In  demefne 
there  are  tivo,  and  feven  villeins.,  with  jive  borderers 
having  three  carucates.  There  is  a church  and  feven  fer^ 
vants^  and  three  acres  of  meadow.  IVood  for  the  pan- 
nage of  twenty -five  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edzvard 
the  Confe/Jor^  it  was  worth  Jixty  f hillings,  when  he  re- 
ceived it  fifty  (hillings,  now  Jixty  fhillings.  Turgis  held 
it  of  king  Edward. 

About  four  years  after  the  taking  the  above-men- 
tioned furvey,  the  bilbop  of  Baieux  was  difgraced,  and 
this,  among  the  reft  of  his  eftates,  became  confifcaced 
to  the  crown. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  it  was  become  the 
property  of  a family  named  Afhv^ay  ; one  of  whom, 
William  de  Alb  way,  held  it,  as  appears  by  the  Tefta 
de  Nevil,  in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  when  he  paid 
aid  for  it  at  the  marriage  of  Ifabel,  that  king’s  fifter. 
Soon  after  which  it  came  into  the  pofteffion  of  the  Ley- 
bornes,  of  Leyborne-caftle,  in  this  county.  Roger  dc 
Ley  borne  died  poflefted  of  the  manor  of  Langley  in 
the  56th  year  of  the  above  reign.  After  v/hich  it  de- 
fended down  to  Juliana  de  Leyborne,  who  being  heir 
both  to  her  father  and  grandfather,  was  from  the  great- 
nefs  of  her  polfelbons  ufually  ftiled  the  Infanta  of  Kent. 
Sir  William  de  Clinton,  earl  of  Huntingdon,  to  whom 
and  to  her  laft  hufband  king  Edward  III.  in  his  9th 
year  granted  licence  to  enlarge  their  park  here  with 
two  hundred  acres  of  land,  held  this  manor  in  her 
right  in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  when  he  paid  aid 
for  it  as  half  a knight’s  fee  in  Langele,  held  of  the 
countefs  of  Albermarle. 
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Juliana  de  Ley  borne  had  no  iflue  by  either  of  her 
hufbands,  all  of  whom  fhe  lurvived,  and  died  poflefled 
of  this  manor  in  the  4ifl;  yearot  king  Edward  III.  on 
which  it  efchcated  to  the  crown  j for  it  appears  by  the 
inquifition  taken  after  her  death,  that  there  was  no  one 
who  could  make  claim  to  her  eftates,  either  by  direft, 
or  even  by  collateral  alliance.’' 

The  manor  of  Langley  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  till  in  king  Richard  II. ’s  reign  it  became  vefted 
in  John,  duke  of  Lancafter,  and  other  feoffees,  in 
truft  for  the  performance  of  certain  religious  bequefts, 
deviled  in  the  laft  will  of  Edward  III.  who  had  by  his 
letters  patent,  in  his  22d  year,  endowed  and  completed 
the  chapel,  which  had  beeh  begun  by  his  predeceffor 
king  Stephen,  in  his  palace  at  Weftminfter,- and  made 
it  collegiate,  to  confift  of  a dean  and  canons,  and  other 
minifters,  to  whom  he  granted,  that  they  fliould  receive 
at  his  trealury,  as  much  as  would  fupply  them  with 
necelfaries,  until  he  could  give  them  as  much  lands  and 
rents  as  amounted  to  five  hundred  pounds  yearly  in- 
come, which  he  bound  himfelf  and  his  heirs,  kings  of 
this  realm,  to  perform ; to  which  likewife  he,  by  his 
laft  will,  enjoined  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  and  others 
his  feoffees. 

They,  in  compliance  with  the  king’s  will,  purchafed 
of  the  crown,  in  king  Richard  II. ’s  reign,  this  manor 
of  Langley, « among  others,  and  then,  in  the  5th  year  of 
it,  demifed  it  to  the  dean  and  canons,  to  the  intent  that 
they  being  in  the  aftual  polfeffion  of  it,  the  king  might 
grant  it  to  them  in  mortmain  for  ever.  After  fome 
years  the  king,  through  fome  falie  reprefentations  made 
by  Sir  Simon  -de  Burley,  granted  it  to  him  and  dif- 
poffeffed  the  dean  and  canons  of  it ; but  he  having,  for- 
feited his  intereft  in  it,  with  his  life,  in  the  loth  year 
of  that  reign,  king  Richard  II.  by  his  letters  patent,  in 

'>  Dugd.  Bar.  vol  ii.  p,  14.  Rot.  Efch.  anno  41  Edward  III. 
No.  47.  See  Leybornc,  vol.  iv.  p.  498. 
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his  1 2th  year,  at  tlie  petition  of  the  dean  and  canons, 
granted  to  them  the  rents  and  profits  of  this  manor 
among  others,  to  them  as  a fufficient  endowment,  until 
he  fliould  otherwife  alter  it,  or  provide  for  them. 

After  which,  by  his  letters  patent  in  his  2 lit  year, 
he  granted  it,  among  other  premifes,  to  them  for  ever, 
for  the  performance  of  the  religious  purpoles  therein 
mentioned,  and  in  part  of  the  exoneration  of  the  fum  to 
be  taken  at  his  trealury  as  before- mentioned.^ 

In  which  fituation  this  manor  continued  till  the  ill 
year  of  king  Edward  VI. ’s  reign,  when  an  a6t  palling 
for  the  furrendry  of  all  free  chapels,  chantries,  &c. 
this,  among  others,  was  foon  afterwards  diflblved,  and 
the  lands  and  poilelfions  of  it  were  furrendered  up  into 
the  king’s  hands.  But  the  park  here,  mentioned  be- 
fore to  have  been  in  king  Edward  the  Illd.’s  reign  in 
the  poiTeiTion  of  William  de  Clinton,  and  his  lady  Ju- 
liana feems,  after  her  death,  not  to  have  been  granted 
with  the  manor  to  the  college,  but  to  have  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  for  king  Richard  II.  in  his 
nth  year  granted  the  cuftody  of  this  park,  then  in  his 
hands,  to  William,  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  and  it 
appears  by  the  patent  rolls  in  the  tower,  anno  27  king 
Henry  VI.  pt.  ii.  m.  18,  to  have  been  then  granted  to. 
Thomas  Kent  and  Ifabella  his  wife,  and  in  the  2d  year 
of  king  Henry  VIII  Henry  Guildford,  efq.  had  a grant 
for  life  of  the  parkerfhip  of  this  park.  This  park  was 
dilparked  when  Lambarde  wrote  his  perambulation 
about  the  year  1570. 

Soon  after  which  this  manor  w^as  granted  to  St.  Le- 
ger,  from  which  name  it  was  alienated  to  Lewin  Buf- 
kin,  of  Suflex,  and  he  obtained  of  queen  Elizabeth 
new  letters  patent  of  it,  to  be  holden  in  free  focage  of 
the  queen,  as  of  her  manor  of  Eft  Greenwich.  His 
defeendant  of  the  fame  name  alienated  it,  in  king 

* See  the  con firmaj ions  of  them  anno  i Edward  IV.  and  i 
Henry  IV,  and  VI.  in  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  iii.  pt.  ii,  p.  61  to  67. 

James 
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James  I. ’s  reign,  to  Nathaniel  Powel,  of  Ewhurft,  in 
SufTex,  who  fold  it  to  Sir  Edward  Hales,  knight  and 
baronet,  whofe  grandfon.  Sir  Edward  Hales,  bart. 
veiled  it  in  trullees,  and  they  about  the  year  j 67c  fold 
it  to  Sir  William  Drake,  of  Amerlliam,  in  Bucking- 
hamlhire,  the  trullees  of  whofe  grandfon,  Montague 
Gerard  Drake,  during  his  infancy,  anno  5 queen  Anne, 
procured  an  a6l  to  enable  them  to  fell  this  manor,  with 
Sutton  Valence  and  other  ellates  in  this  neighbourhood 
in  purfuance  of  which,  they  conveyed  it  by  lale,  about 
the  year  1708,  to  Sir  Chrillopher  Defbouverie,  of 
London,  and  he  died  polTelTed  of  it  in  1733,  leaving 
two  fons.  Freeman  and  John,  who  both  died  f.  p.  and 
two  daughters,  Anne,  married  to  John  Hervey,  efq. 
afterwards  of  Beechworth,  and  Elizabeth.  On  the 
death  of  the  two  fons  f.  p.  each  of  whom  polTelTed  this 
manor  in  fuccellion,  it  came,  in  1750,  to  the  two  fillers 
and  coheirs  of  their  brother  John,  and  on  the  partition 
of  their  inheritance  in  1752,  it  was,  among  other 
ellates  in  this  neighbourhood,  allotted  to  the  fliare  of 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,  the  youngelt  filler,  now  of 
Teflon,  who  continues  owner  of  it. 

Brising,  ufually  called  Brijlnng,  is  a manor  here, 
which  had  antiently  owners,  who  took  their  name 
from  it. 

Thomas  de  Brilhnges  held  this  manor  in  the  begin- 
ning of  king  Edward  I. ’s  reign,  as  half  a knight’s  fee, 
of  William  de  Leyburne,  as  did  his  defeendant  Sarah 
de  BrilTinges,  in  the  aoth  year  of  Edward  III.  and  then 
paid  aid  for  it.  After  this  family  was  extindl  here  this 
manor  came  into  the  polfeflion  of  the  Affix's,  de- 
feended  originally  out  of  Bedfordfhire.  John  Allry, 
of  which  family  was  Sir  Ralph  Aflry,  fon  of  Geoffry, 
of  Hitchin,  in  Hertfordfhire,  was  lord-mayor  in  1493. 
They  bore  for  their  arms,  Barry  wavy  of  argent 
and  azurcy  on  a chief  gules  three  bezants.  One  of 
them  held  this  manor  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  Edward  IV.  as  did  his  defeendant  John  Aflry,  who 

died 
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(lied  pofTefled  of  it  in  the  35th  year  of  Henry  VII I. 
when  it  was  found  thnr  this  manor  was  held  of  that 
of  Langley,  and  lay  within  the  fee  of  the  dutchy  of 
La  n caller. 

Soon  after  which  it  was  alienated  to  Ralph  Bufkin, 
cfq.  whofe  defeendant  Lewin  Bufkin,  efq.  fold  it  in 
the  reign  of  king  James  1.  to  Nathaniel  Powel,  of 
Eweherft,  in  Sufiex,  who  reconveyed  it  back  to  the 
fame  family,  in  the  perfon  of  Lewin  Bufkin,  the  dirc61; 
defeendant  of  Lev. in  Bufkin  firft- mentioned,  and  it 
continued  in  this  name  till  it  came  at  length  to  Ralph 
Bufkin,  efq.  who  dying  without  male  ifllie,  it  defeended 
to  John  Martin,  efq.  of  Stanmer,  in  Suirex,  as  his  heir 
at  law.  His  fon  Denny  Martin,  efq.  of  Salts,  in  Loole, 
married  Frances,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Thomas, 
lord  Fairfax,  by  whom  he  had  five  fons  and  three 
daughters.  His  widow  furviving  him,  died  here  pof- 
fefled  of  it  in  1791,  on  which  it  defeended  to  their  el- 
defl  furviving  fon  the  Rev.  Dennv  Martin  Fairfax,  now 
of  Leeds  caftle,  the  prefent  owner  of  it.  A court  ba- 
ron is  held  for  this  manor. 

Langley,  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and  deanry 
of  Sutton.  There  are  no  parochial  charities. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  has  al- 
' ways  been  an  appendage  to  the  manor,  and  as  fuch  is 
now  in  the  patronage  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of 
Teflon,  the  prefent  pofleflbr  of  the  manor  of  Langley. 

It  is  a redory,  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
61.  19s.  9ld.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  13s.  ii4d.  In 
1640  this  redory  was  valued  at  one  hundred  pounds 
per  annum.  Communicants,  fifty-five. 

The  parfonage-hoiife  was  wholly  rebuilt  in  the  year 
1767,  by  the  late  redor  Mr.  Waterhoufe,  who  .was 
a good  benefador  likewife  to  the  church,  as  has  been 
Mrs.  Bouverie,  the  prefent  patron  of  it. 
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CmiRCH  OF  L ANGLE  Y. 


PATRONS,  Cs’r. 

Or  by  'whom  Jtrefented, 


RECTORS. 


Charles  Whalley,  io  1553.* 


Lords  of  the  manor  of  Langley,  ,,  Henry  Wiborne,  obi.  1591. 


Thomas  Crum/ie,  April  8,  I59i> 
obt.  1619. 

William  Carr,  A.  M.  July  3, 
1619..  obt.  1625. 

Jofejsh  Bennet,  Odt.  2,  1625, 
refigned  1627. 

Frederick  Tilden,  A.  M.  June 
14,  1627. 

Tilden,  1653,  ejefted  in 

1662. 

Peter  Browne,  S.  T.  P.  May  24, 
1662,  obt.  1692. 

Edward  Brown,  A.  M.  March 
II,  1692,  obt.  1710. 

David  Waterhoufe,  A.  M,  March 
24,  1710,  obt.  1758. 

David  Waterhoufe,  A.  M.  June 
24,  1759,  obt.  Nov.  30, 
1780. 

John  Kennedy,  Dec.  23,  1780, 
refigned  1789.'" 

James  Edward  Gambier,  1789, 
the  prefeni  reftor. 


* See  Rymer’s  Feed.  vol.  XV.  p.  348.  See  vol,  v.  of  this  Hiftory, 

He  had  been  canon  of  Leeds  priory  at  p.  116,  136. 
the  time  of  its  diffolution.  See  \Vil. 
lis’s  Mitred  Abbeys,  vol.  ii.  p.  loj. 
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This  PARISH  is  but  fmall,  the  lower  or  fouthcra 
ridge  of  Quarry-hills  divides  the  upper  and  lower  parts 
of  it,  the  latter  is  in  the  diftridt  of  the  Weald,  where 


THE  next  parifh  fouthward  from  Langley  is  Chart 
Sutton,  or  as  it  (liould  be  more  properly  called.  Chart 
by  Sutton,  written  in  Domefday,  Certh. 


the 
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the  country  is  low  and  flat,  abounding  with  broad  hedge 
rows,  filled  with  large  and  fpreading  oaks.  It  is  ex- 
ceeding wet  and  miry  in  winter,  the  foil  being  a deep 
ftilF  clay.  At  tlie  foot  of  the  hill  there  rifes  a ftream, 
which  having  turned  a mill,  flows  from  thence  foutli- 
ward  acrofs  this  parifb,  till  it  joins  the  branch  of  the 
Medway  juft  above  Herefeed-bridge  ; on  and  about 
the  hill  the  foil  confifts  of  the  quarry- ftone,  thinly  co- 
vered with  a loam,  being  exceedingly  fertile  for  corn, 
fruit,  and  hops.  Juft  above  the  fummit  of  the  hill  is 
the  village  and  church,  with  Chart-place  adjoining  to 
the  church-yard  ; beyond  which  northward  the  foil 
becomes  lels  fertile,  being  a hungry  red  earth  mixed 
with  flints,  which  continues  till  it  joins  the  pariih  of 
Langley. 

The  mention  made  in  the  record  of  Domefday  of 
the  three  arpendsof  vineyard  in  this  parifh,  ought  not 
to  be  pafled  oy  unnoticed  here,  this  being  one  of  feveral 
inftances  of  there  having  been  vineyards  in  this  county 
in  very  early  times.  I mean  plantations  of  the  grape- 
vine ; for  I can  by  no  means  acquiefe  in  the  conjec- 
ture, that  vinea  univerfally  meant  plantations  of  ap- 
ples and  pears,  at  leaft  fo  far  as  relates  to  this  county, 
where  the  latter  were  not  introduced  at  the  time,  nor 
for  fdme  time  after  the  taking  of  the  furvey  of  Domef- 
day. This  opinion  is  further  confirmed  by  the  inftance 
of  Hamo,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  who,  when  Edward  II. 
in  his  19th  year,  was  at  Bokinfold,  in  this  county,  fenc 
that  prince  a gift  both  of  vvine  and  grapes,  from  his 
vineyard  at  Hailing,  near  Rochefter,  the  epifcopal  pa- 
lace where  he  then  refided.  Thefe  vineyards  being 

Ilikewife  meafured  by  the  arpend,  the  fame  mcafure 
that  they  ufually  were  in  France,  fhews  that  when  the 

ivine  was  brought  from  thence  and  cultivated  here,  the 
fame  kind  of  meafure  was  continued  to  the  plantations 
of  them,  a meafure  different  from  that  of  any  other  kind 
jitcfland.  Sir  Robert  Atkins,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Glou- 
«•  cefterftiire,  has  indeed  given  two  inftances  from  records 
i voJL.  V.  A a in 
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in  the  reigns  of  king  John  and  king  Edward  II.  to 
prove  the  contrary,  which  might  fiiit  exceeding  well 
with  the  language  of  his  countrymen,  and  the  bleak 
county  of  Glouceller,  where  the  grape-vine  had  never 
been  feen,  and  the  only  beverage  was  that  of  the  apple 
and  pear,  which  they  had  dignified  with  the  appellation 
of  wine.  In  niy  memory  there  have  been  two  exceed- 
ing fine  vineyards  in  this  county,  one  at  I unbridge- 
calllc,  and  the  other  at  Hall- place,  in  Barming,  near 
Maidllone,  from  which  quantities  of  exceeding  good 
and  well-flavored  wine  have  been  produced.  This  pa- 
rifli  of  Chart,  among  others  in  the  fame  fitiiation,  on 
the  fide  of  the  quarry  hills,  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
planting  of  vines,  as  well  from  the  warm  and  nutritive 
quality  of  the  foil,  as  its  genial  afpedt,  being  entirely 
flicltered  from  the  north  and  eaft,  and  facing  the  foutli 
on  the  declivity  of  the  hill. 

Chart  was  part  of  thofe  pofreffions  given  by  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror  to  his  half-brother  Odo,  bifltop  of 
Baieux,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus 
entered  in  that  record. 

1 he  I Lime  Adam  Fitz  Hubert  holds  of  the  bijhop  of  ‘ 
.Baieux,  Certh.  It  ivas  taxed  at  three  filings . The  ara- 
ble land  is  eight  carucates.  In  demefne  there  is  one,  and 
tveenty  villeins,  with  five  borderers  having  fix  carucates. . 
Fhere  is  a church  and  eight  fervants,  and  fix  acres  of 
meadovj.  IVood  for  the  pannage  of  fifty  hogs.  There 
are  three  ar pends  of  vineyard,  and  a park  of  beafis  of  the 
for  eft.  In  the  time  of  king  Edzvard  the  Confefibr,  and  ■ 
afterwards,  andnozv,  it  zvas  and  is  worth  twelve  pounds. 
Alnod  Cilt  held  it. 

Four  years  after  the  taking  the  above-mentioned 
furvey,  the  bifnop  of  Baieux  was  difgraced,  and  all  his 
efiates  \\ere  confifeated  to  the  crown. 

This  efiate  afterwards  became  the  property  of 
Baldwin  dc  Betun,  earl  of  Albermarle,  likewifelord  of 
the  manor  of  Sutton  Valence,  to  which  this  eftate  feems 
to  liave  been  accounted  an  appendage,  and  it  afterwards 

continued 
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continued  with  it,  in  a like  fiiccelTion  of  ownerrhip> 
down  to  Sir  Chriftopher  Defbouverie,  who  foon  after 
his  coming  into  the  polTeffion  of  it  in  170S,  on  a fpot 
which  he  had  purchafed  of  others,  on  which  there  was 
then  only  a mean  cottage,  built  for  himfelf  a manfion 
near  the  church  here,  where  he  afterwards  refided.*^ 
He  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1733,  leaving  two  fons,  who 
both  died  without  ifliie,  and  alfo  two  daughters,  who 
became  their  brother’s  heirs,  and  on  the  partition  of 
their  Inheritance  in  1752,  this  manor  was,  among 
others  in  this  neighbourhood,  allotted  to  the  (bare  of 
the  youngeft,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,now  ofTefton, 
who  continues  owner  of  it. 

Norton-place  is  an  antisr'nt  manor  and  manfion 
in  this  parifh,  though  now  and  for  many  years  fmee 
made  ufe  of  only  as  afarm-houfe,  fituated  about  half  a 
mile  northward  from  Chart-place.  It  was  antiently 
the  property  and  refidence  of  the  family  of  Norton,  to 
whom  it  gave  name  ; and  in  the  fouth  windows  of  this 
church  there  were  formerly  the  effigies  of  Stephen  N or- 
ton,  who  lived  in  king  Richard  II. ’s  reign,  with  his 
arms,  Argent y a chevron  betzveen  three  crefeents  aznrcy 
on  his  tabard  or  furcoat,  and  Philipott  fays  that  he  had 
found  in  a tournament  of  the  Kentiffi  gentlemen  one  of 
this  name,  in  a tabard  of  the  arms  above-mentioned, 
encountering  one  Chriftmas,  of  Eaft  Sutton,  not  far 
diftant,  who  was  in  like  manner  habited  in  a furcoat 
charged  with  his  arms,  expreffive  of  his  name,  viz. 
GuleSy  upon  a bend  fabky  three  wajfail  bozvlSy  or ; which 
coat  waslikewife  dcpi6ted  in  the  fouth  windows  of  Sut- 
ton church.  But  the  partitions  inherent  Xo  gavelkind y 
fo  diminiffied  the  patrimony  of  this  family,  that  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  afterwards,  they  were 
obliged  to  fell  offifeveral  parts  of  it  at  different  times, 
all  which  came  at  length  into  the  poffeffion  of  Sir  Ed- 

' See  the  fuccefTion  of  this  manor  more  at  large  under  Sutton 
Valence  hereafter. 
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ward  Hales,  created  a baronet  in  i6i  i,  whofe  grand-  , 
fon  and  heir  ol'  the  fame  name  in  1660  purchaled  of  I 
the  two  coheirs  of  the  family  of  Norton,  married  to 
Denne  and  Underwood,  the  feat  itfelf,  with  the  remain- 
der of  the  land  belonging  to  it,  by  a fine  then  levied 
by  them  and  their  hufbands  for  that  purpofe.  His 
truftees  about  the  year  1670,  conveyed  it,  with  the 
manor  of  Sutton  Valence  and  Chart  before-mentioned, 
andfundry  other  premifes,  to  Sir  William  Drake,  of 
Amerfham,  with  which  it  was  in  like  manner  fold, 
about  the  year  1708,  to  Sir  Chriftopher  Defbouverie, 
whofe  daughter,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of  Teflon, 
after  the  death  of  her  two  brothers,  and  a partition  of 
her  father’s  eflates  between  herfelf  and  her  fifter,  is  now  i 
entitled  to  it. 

Walters-folly,  in  the  den  of  Ivetigh^  now  vul- 
garly called  THE  FOLLY,  is  an  eflate  fituated  in  the 
fouthern  part  of  this  parifh,  about  a mile  below  the  ! 
fummit  of  the  hill.  It  was  antiently  the  property  of  1 
the  family  of  Ivetigh,  antiently  fpelt  Evythye^  who  im-  ! 
planted  their  name  on  it,  as  they  did  on  other  lands  in  i 
this  parifh,  flill  called  by  their  name  ; and  though  the  I 
deeds  of  this  eflate,  which  mention  them  as  pofTefTors  I 
of  it,  do  not  reach  higher  than  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VI.  yet,  undoubtedly,  they  were  owners  of  it 
long  before. 

In  the  above-mentioned  reign,  however,  this  eflate 
was  alienated  by  one  of  that  name  to  Robert  Mafcall, 
who  died  pofTeflld  of  it  in  the  4th  year  of  Edward  IV. 

By  his  will,  dated  Nov.  25,  that  year,  he  willed  his  body 
to  be  buried  in  the  church  yard  of  this  parifh.  He  de- 
viled 6s.  8d.  tow'ards  the  pavement  of  the  church,  and 
to  the  leading  of  it  twenty  fhilHngs  ; all  his  lands  and 
tenements  to  his  wife,  for  her  life,  remainder  to  his  fon 
Thomas,  his  daughter  Elizabeth  mentioned  in  it.  HU 
fon  Thomas  Mafcall  refided  here,  and  fome  years  after 
hU  father’s  death  fold  it  to  Wm.  Lambe,  who  changed 
the  name  of  it  to  Lambden ; in  his  defeendants,  who 
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bore  for  their  arms.  Sable ^ on  a fefs  or^  tzvo  mullets  of 
the  fields  betzveen  three  cinquefoils  ermine^  it  continued 
; till  it  was  at  length  fold  to  Ferry,  del'cended  from  thofe 
i of  Worcefterrtaire,  and  it  remained  in  that  name  till  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  I.  when  Mr.  James  Perry,  of 
Lenham,  dying  f.  p.  his  three  daughters,  Elizabeth, 
married  to  Mr.  Thomas  Petley,  of  Filfton ; Anne  and 
Mary  became  his  coheirs,  and  entitled  to  this  eftate, 
which  they  afterwards  joined  in  the  fale  of  to  Walter, 
who  rebuilt  the  houfe  on  it,  which  afterwards  gained 
the  name  of  IValter  s folly,  from  one  of  his  defccn- 
! dants  it  was  purchafed,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne, 
by  Sir  Samuel  Ongley,  of  London,  who  gave  it, 
together  with  an  eftate  called  Elderden,  lying  at  a Imall 
diftance  from  it,  by  will  to  his  nephew,  Samuel  Ong- 
ley, efq.  of  Old  Warden,  in  Bedfordfhire,  in  tail:  on 
! whofe  death  f.  p.  this  eftate  came  by  the  entail  above- 
mentioned  to  his  nephew  Robert  Henley,  efq.  who 
I took  upon  him  the  name  of  Ongley,  and  was  in  1776 
created  baron  Ongley,  of  Ireland,  he  died  in  1785,  and 
his  fon  Robert  lord  Ongley,  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Almnery-green,  ulually  called  Almery  green,  is 
a place  in  the  weftem  part  of  this  parifli,  where  there 
is  an  eftate  called  Haddis  tenement,  alias  Almery, 
which  was  for  many  generations  the  refidence  of  the 
family  of  Hadde,  called  in  antient  writings  likewife  Le 
Hadde.  Robert  Hadde  lived,  here  in  the  reign  of  king 
! Henry  III.  as  did  his  fon  William  le  Hadde  in  the  next 
reign  of  Edward  I.**  At  length  about  the  latter  end 
j of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  ill.  this  family  divided 
i into  two  branches,  of  which  Robert  le  Hadde,  the  el- 
! deft  fon  and  heir,  fettled  at  Frinfted,  where  his  defeen- 
i dants  continued  for  many  generations,  and  the  youngeft 
i fon  inherited  this  family  Icat  at  Chart,  which  remained 
i in  the  polfeftions  of  his  defendants,  till  Thomas  Had- 
dys,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  leaving  twodaugh- 

^ Villn.  CO.  K-ent,  1619.  Pedigree  of  Hadd. 
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ters  his  coheirs,  Margaret  married  firft  Wm.  Wright 
and  afterwards  Nicholas  Harpur  j and  Catherine,  who 
married  Thomas  Bidlake,  of  Devonfliire,  this  houfe 
and  eftate  in  Chaj  t became  the  property  of  his  eldeft 
daughter  Margaret,  who  entitled  her  hufband,  William 
Wright,  to  It ; and  he,  anno  17  Henry  VII.  conveyed 
it  to  Roger  Morys,  of  Ledes,  and  after  fome  interme- 
diate owners,  it  came  into  the  poflefllon  of  Robert 
Baker,  who  in  1612  fold  it  to  Sir  Edward  Hales,  bart. 
The  truftees  of  whofe  grandfon.  Sir  Edward  Hales, 
bart.  fold  it  with  the  manor  of  Sutton  Valence,  and  his 
other  ertates  in  this  parifh,  to  Sir  William  Drake,  of 
Amerlham,  with  which  they  were  in  like  manner  af- 
terwards fold  to  Sir  Chriftopher  Defbouverie  •,  and  on 
the  partition  between  his  two  daughters  and  coheirs, 
thefe  premifes  were  allotted,  with  other  lands  in  this 
and  the  neighbouring  parifhes,  to  Anne,  the  eldeft 
daughter,  married  to  John  Hervey,  efq.  afterwards  of 
Beechworth,  who  died  poflefled  of  them  in  1757,  and 
his  grandfon  Chriftopher  Hervey,  efq.  is  now  entitled 
to  them. 

There  is  an  eftate  on  Almnery-green,  which  was 
formerly  part  of  the  polleftions  of  the  priory  of  Ledes, 
and  moft  probably  belonging  to  the  almnery  of  that 
houfe,  gave  name  to  this  place.  It  remained  with  it 
till  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  when  the  priory  being 
diflblved,  this  eftate  came,  with  the  reft  of  the  poflef- 
fions  of  it,  into  the  king’s  hands,  and  was  fettled  by 
him  in  the  3 2d  year  of  his  reign,  on  his  new-ered:ed 
dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  who  are  now  entitled 
to  the  inheritance  of  it. 

Tested  is  an  antient  feat,  fituated  on  the  northern 
fide  of  the  high  road  leading  from  Cocks-heath  to 
Langley-heath,  near  Chart- corner. 

It  was  formerly  part  of  the  poflefllons  of  the  family 
of  Potman,  who  were  poirdfed  of  other  eftates  in  this 
parifh  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  and  it  continued 
with  them  till  Sir  Richard  Potman  fold  it  to  Simon 

Smyth, 


CHART  SUTTON.  359 

Smyth,  gent,  who  refidetl  at  Biickland,  in  Maidftonc, 
whole  foa  Simon  was  of  Boughton  Monchenfie,  and 
had  the  arms  of  his  family  confirmed  to  liim  by  Cam- 
dcm,  clarencieiix,  in  1630.“  He  left  a Ton  Simon,  of 
l.efted,*^  whofe  widow  afterwards  remarried  George 
Curtcis,  efq.  IberifF  of  this  county  in  16513  when  he 
refuted  here  in  her  right. 

In  the  dcfcendams  of  Simon  Smvth  this  efiate  de- 
fcended  down  to  the  Rev.  John  Smyth,  vicar  of  this 
parifli,  and  reftor  of  Hafiingleigh,  who  died  in  1732, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  his  ion  jonn  Smyth,  efq.  whofe 
w'idow,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Smyth  fiirvived  him,  and  after- 
wards refided  in  it.  She  was  daughter  of  Ralpli  Whit- 
field, efq.  major  of  the  Wellli  fuzileers,  by  whom  he 
left  four  daughters,  Felicia,  E,lizabeth,  Anna  Maria, 
and  Dorothea,  his  coheirs,  and  they  or  their  refpedtive 
heirs  are  now  entitled  to  it. 

Cheneys-court  is  a reputed  manor  here,  which 
appears  in  very  early  times  to  have  been  called  Hade- 
nefham,  and  to  have  been  in  the  pofleflion  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert de  Shurland,  a man  of  great  eminence  in  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  I.  who  leaving  an  only  daughter  and 
heir,  Ihe  carried  this  eftate,  with  other  large  inheri- 
tanbe,  in  marriage  to  William  de  Cheney,  of  Patrickf- 
borne,  in  whofe  defeendants  it  continued  lb  long,  that 
they  implanted  their  name  on  it ; at  length  Sir  Thomas 
Cheney  pafTed  it  away  to  John  Iden,  who  died  pofielfed 
of  it  in  the  4th  year  of  Henry  VIII.  and  one  of  his  de- 
feendants, leaving  two  daughters  and  coheirs,  one  of 
whom  married  Browne,  and  the  other  Barton,  the  lat- 
ter of  them,  in  right  of  his  wife,  pofleli'ed  this  effate, 
and  in  that  name  it  continued  till  it  was  at  length  alie- 
nated to  Heyward,  for  Rowland  Heyward  had  the 
queen’s  licence,  anno  16  Elizabeth,  to  alienate  the 
mefluage  and  manor,  called  Chenye-court,  to  John 

' Guill.  Her,-ildry,  p.  77.  See  vol.  iv.  p.  304. 

^ Villn.co,  Kent,  1619,  and  MSS.  pedigree,  of  Smyth, 
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Long,  of  Tunbridge  j after  which  it  pafledto  Wol- 
ett,  and  thence  to  Jordan, and  afterwards  to  that  branch 
of  die  family  of  Fane,  who  were  earls  of  Weftmore- 
land,  in  which  it  continued  till  John,  earl  of  Weftmore- 
land,  dying  in  1762,/.  p.  this,  among  his  other  eftates 
in  this  county,  is  at  length,  by  the  limitations  of  his 
will,  come  to  the  right  hon.  Thomas,  lord  le  Delpen- 
ccr,  who  continues  the  prefent  pofleifor  of  it. 

There  is  the  appearance  of  an  old  manor-pound  be- 
longing to  it } but  there  has  been  no  court  held  for 
this  manor  in  the  memory  of  man. 

The  family  of  Spencer  once  poflefied  an  ejiate 
in  this  parifli,  and  refided  here  for  fome  generations  j 
one  of  whom  John  Spencer,  efq.  was  of  Chart  Sutton, 
and  bgre  for  their  arms.  Argent^  a fefs  engrailed^  in 
chief  three  lions  rampant^  gnles,  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  as  was  his  fon  of  the  fame 
name  afterwards.  He  left  two  fons,  John  and  Nicho- 
las, and  five  daughters,  who  on  their  elder  brother’s 
death  f.  p.  became  his  coheirs ; and  in  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  joined  w'ith  their  re- 
fpe<5live  hulbands  in  the  fale  of  their  inheritance  in  this 
parilh,  to  Sir  Edward  Hales,  bart.  it  afterwards  pafied 
into  the  pofleflion  of  Sir  William  Drake,  and  then  to 
Sir  Chriftopher  Defbouverie,  in  w.hofe  defeendants  it 
has  continued  in  like  manner  as  the  reft  of  his  eftates 
in  this  parilh  to  the  prefent  time. 

CHARITIES. 

Rich  ARD  Mascall  gave  by  will  in  1^99,  for  the  better 
fupport  of  the  poor  the  yearly  fum  of  40s.  in  land  in  Afliford* 
veiled  in  Edward  Finch  Hatton,  efq.  and  now  of  the  annual 
produce  of  il.  us. 

Joan  Mascall  gave  by  will  in  1598,  for  the  like  ufe,  the 
annual  fum  of  los.  in  land  in  this  parilh,  veiled  in  Wm.  Spong, 
and  of  that  annual  produce. 

The  poor  conHantly  maintained  by  this  parilh  are  yearly  in 
number  about  thirty-five,  cafually  about  twenty. 

'Chart 
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Chart  Sutton  is  within  the  ecclesiastIcat  ju‘ 
RisDiCTioN  of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbwry,  and  deanry 
of  Sutton. 

The  church,  which  (lands  near  the  fummit  of  the 
hill,  at  a very  fmall  diftance  from  Sutton  Valence,  is 
dedicated  to  St.  Michael. 

This  church  has  heen  twice  fet  on  fire  by  lightning : 
the  firft  time,  a few  years  ago,  when  it  was  fortunately 
foon  extingiiiflied  the  laft  time  was  on  April  23, 
1779,  about  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  in  a 
dreadful  dorm  of  thunder,  the  lightning  fet  fire  to  the 
beautiful  fpire  (teeple  of  it,  and  in  about  three  hours 
time  burnt  that  and  the  whole  building  to  allies,. ex^ 
cepting  the  bare  walls;  fince  which  it  has  been  rebuilt 
from  a plan  of  Mr.  Henry  Holland,  junior,  archireft, 
at  the  coft  of  more  than  1,300!.  coliefled  by  a brief 
throughout  the  county  from  houfe  to  houfe,  and  a li- 
beral contribution  made  by  the  neighbouring  gentry 
and  clergy. 

The  church  of  Chart  was  given  to  the  priory  of 
Leeds,  foon  after  the  foundation  of  it ; the  tithes  of 
every  kind,  arifing  from  the  demefncs  of  the  lord  of 
the  parifh  of  Chart,  and  alfo  twenty  (hillings  annual 
penfion  from  the  church,  to  be  paid  by  the  hands  of 
the  re6lor  of  it,  for  ever,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  in- 
firmary of  the  priory,  being  afiigned  and  granted  by 
archbilhop  Richard  to  the  canons  of  the  priory.® 

In  the  year  13^0,  Walter,  archbilhop  of  Canter- 
bury, appropriated  this  church  to  the  priory,  and  then 
admitted  William  de  Shoreham  to  the  vicarage  of  this 
church ; at  which  time  he,  by  his  inllriiment,  endowed 
the  vicarage  of  it  as  follows  : firll,  he  ordained  a'lRl  de- 
creed, that  every  vicar,  for  the  time  being,  ihoiild  re- 
ceive all  oblations  and  obits  accruing  to  the  altar  of  the 

* See  the  confirmations  of  It  by  the  archbifliops  Theobald  arrd 
Hubert,  and  by  the  prior  ahd  chapter  of  Canterbury,  in  Re- 
gilter  of  Ledes  priory. 
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church,  which  the  re6lors  of  it  ufed  of  old  to  receive, 
together  with  the  tithes  of  wool,  lambs,  calves,  hogs, 
hay,  flax,  hemp,  mills,  pears,  apples,  milk,  milk-meats, 
flieep,  and  of  whatever  was  planted  and  fowed  in  gar- 
dens j and  alfo,  that  the  prior  and  convent  fhould  bear 
and  exonerate  all  burthens,  ordinary  and  extraordinary, 
happening  to  the  church,  as  well  in  books,  veftments, 
reparations  and  rebuildings  ofit,  as  often  as  need  Ihould 
require,  the  procurations  of  the  archdeacon,  and  other 
burthens  aniiently  belonging  to  it,  or  which  might  in 
future  be  laid  on  it.  And  he  further  decreed,  that  the 
prior  and  convent  fliould  afflgn  of  the  foil  of  the 
church,  one  acre  and  an  half  of  land,  lying  conve- 
niently for  a dwelling  for  the  vicar,  and  fliould  build 
for  him  on  it  a convenient  houfe  for  him  and  his  fuc- 
celfors  to  dwell  in,  and  that  they  fliouid  pay  to  him  and 
his  fucceflbrs,  as  an  augmentation  of  his  living,  forty 
fliillings  fterling  yearly, 

On  the  dilfolution  of  the  priory  of  Leeds,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  this  parfonage,  with  theadvow- 
Ibn  of  the  vicarage,  came  into  the  hands  of  the  crown, 

, and  was  by  the  king  fettled  in  his  3 2d  year,  on  his  new- 
credted  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  part  of  whofe 
inheritance  it  remains  at  this  time. 

On  the  abolition  of  deans  and  chapters,  this  par- 
fonage was  furveyed  by  order  of  the  ftate  in  1649, 
when  it  was  returned,  that  the  parfonage,  or  manor- 
houfe  of  the  parfonage,  cdnfifted  of  a hall,  a parlour, 
kitchen,  cellar,  buttery,  five  chambers,  three  garrets, 
one  dairy-houfe,  barn  and  ftable,  with  all  the  tithes 
thereto  belonging,  and  the  tithes  of  as  much  of  Sutton- 
parkas  lay  within  the  precinfts  of  Chart  parifli,  with  a 
court  and  barn  yard  j the  whole  being  valued  at  fifty 
pounds  per  annum,  and  let  by  the  dean  and  chapter, 
anno  26  Charles  I.  by  leafe  to  Sir  Edward  Hales,  bai  t, 
and  Sir  John  Hales,  his  fon,  for  twenty-one  years,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  i^l  i is.  8d.  and  one  good  and  fea- 
fonable  brawn  every  Chriftmas,  but  that  the  premifes 

were 
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were  worth  over  and  above,  upon  improvement, 
67I.  3s.  lod.  and  that  the  tenant  was  bound  to  repair 
ami  maintain  the  chancel  of  the  parifh  church.  At 
which  dmc  the  vicarage  was  valued  at  thirty-five  pounds 
clear  yearly  income.*" 

Among  the  archives  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Canterbury  is  a definitive  lentence,  made  at  Cranbrook, 
anno  1400,  concerning  the  cuftom  and  method  of 
taking  tithes  in  this  parifh,  made  by  I’homas,  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  in  a caufe  of  tithes,  between 
the  prior  and  convent  of  Ledes  and  John  Hadde,  pa> 
rilhioner  of  this  church. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of  Teflon,  is  the  prefent 
leflee  of  this  parfonage.  I'he  advowfon  of  the  vica- 
rage is  referved  by  the  dean  and  chapter,  in  their 
own  hands. 

The  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
81.  12s.  8id.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  17s.  j^d.*  It  is 
now  of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of  47I.  i is.  9^!. 

In  1640  it  was  valued  at  thirty  pounds  per  annum. 
Communicants,  212. 

The  Rev.  John  Smyth,  vicar  gave  by  will  in  1732, 
two  hundred  pounds  as  an  augmentation,  to  enable  it 
to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  like  fum  from  queen 
Anne’s  bounty, with  which  a fmall  farm  of  twenty 
pounds  per  annum  in  Afliford  parifh,  has  been  pur- 
chafed  for  the  benefit  of  the  vicar  and  his  fuccefifors. 
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TOWN  SUTTON,  alias  SUTTON  VALENCE, 


IS  the  next  parifh  caftward  from  Chart  Sutton.  It 
has  the  name  of  Valence  from  that  eminent  family,  who  • 1 
continued  long  owners  of  it,  and  is  called  Town  Sut*- 
ton  from  the  largenefs  of  the  village  or  town  of  it,  in 
comparifon  of  thofe  of  the  adjoining  pariflies  of  the 
fame  name. 

The  parish  of  Town  Sutton  is  fituated  much  like 
that  of  Chart  Sutton  laft  deferibed,  and  the  foil  the 
fame,  being  about  the  hill,  the  quarry  ftone  covered  i 
with  a thin  loam,  fertile  for  corn,  fruit  and  hops;  above 
it  a red  earth  mixed  with  flints,  and  below  the  hill  a 
ftiff  clay,  rendered  more  prolific  by  the  mixture  of 
marie  with  it.  The  village,  now  a poor  mean  place,  | 
is  fituated  a little  lower  than  the  fummit  of  the  quarry  ] 
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hill,  having  the  church  at  the  weft  end  of  it ; the  ma- 
nor-houfe  ftands  on  the  fmall  green  adjoining  the 
church-yard,  having  an  eKtenfive  view  over  the  country 
fouthward.  The  road  from  Chart  to  Eaft  Sutton,  of 
but  litde  traffic,  leads  through  the  village,  and  another 
erofles  it  from  Lan^lev  down  the  hill  into  the  Weald  j 
at  a fm»ll  diftance  below  the  village  is  Sutton-place 
and  the  parfonage,  and  below  the  foot  of  the  hill  the 
little  manor  of  Forfham,  formerly  the  eftate  of  the 
Auftens,  baronets,  beyond  which  this  parifh  extends 
fouthward  acrofs  a low  flat  country,  deep,  wet,  and 
miry,  till  it  joins  that  of  Hedcorne  ; above  the  village 
it  joins  to  fCingfvvood,  part  of  which  is  within  it. 

On  the  brow  ot  the  hill  at  a fmall  diftance  eaftward 
from  the  village,  and  adjoining  to  the  parfonage-yard, 
ftand  the  venerable  ruins  of  Sutton  castle,  now  al- 
moft  covered  with  ivy,  and  the  branches  of  the  trees 
which  fprout  out  from  the  walls  of  it.  What  remains 
of  it  feems  to  have  been  the  keep  or  dungeon  of  this 
fortrefs,  two  feparate  rooms  of  which  are  ftill  in  being  j, 
and  by  the  cavities  where  the  joifts  have  been  laid  into 
the  walls,  appear  to  have  been  at  leaft  a ftory  higher 
than  they  are  at  prefent.  The  remains  of  the  walls  are 
more  than  three  feet  in  thicknefs,  and  about  twenty 
feet  high,  and  have  loop-holes  for  arrows  at  proper 
diftances  ; they  are  compofed  of  the  quarry  ftone  and 
flint  mixed,  together  with  fomc  few  thin  bricks  or  pav^ 
ing  tiles  interfperfed  throughout.  The  whole  appears 
to  have  been  exceeding  ftrong,  though  of  very  rude 
workmanlfiip ; and  feems  to  have  been  built  in  the 
time  of  the  barons  wars,  moft  likely  by  one  of  the 
family  of  Valence,  earls  of  Pembroke,  whilft  the 
church  and  its  demefnes  yet  remained  as  appendages 
to  their  manor  of  Sutton  Valence,  and  part  of  their 
pofTeflions.  It  ftands  high,  commanding  a moft  exten- 
five  view  over  the  adjacent  country  foutluvard,  and 
was  moft  probably  made  ufe  of  as  a place  of  defence 
for  the  partizans  of  die  lords  of  it,  to  make  their  ex- 

curfions 
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curfions  from,  and  retreat  again  to,  when  likely  to  be  • 1 
overpowered  by  their  enemies.  Fronting  the  title  of 
this  volume  is  a view  of  it  in  its  prefent  ftate.  ' 

Kilburne  imagines  the  fea  came  up  this  valley  un- 
derneath Sutton  caftle,  which  he  fuppofes  to  have  been  1 
built  when  it  did  fo  ■,  and  he  feems  to  be  confirmed  in 
tliat  opinion  by  an  anchor’s  having  been  found  not  far 
below  it,  in  the  memory  of  fome  men  then  living. 

A fair  is  kept  in  this  village  yearly,  on  the  day  of  St. 
Edmond  the  king,  op  the  20th  of  November. 

1'his  place  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror, 
on  his  obtaining  the  crown  of  this  realm,  to  his  half- 
brother  Odo,  bilhop  of  Baieux  ; it  having  been  part  i 
of  the  poflcirions  of  Leofwine,  a younger  brother  of  1 
king  Harold,  who  was  flain  fighting  on  his  brother’s 
part,  at  the  fatal  battle  of  Haftings ; accordingly  it  is 
thus  entered,  under  the  general  title  of  the  bilhop’s 
lands,  in  the  furvey  of  Domefday  : 

Adam  Fitzhuberl  holds  of  the  bijhop  of  Baieux,  Sud- 
tone,  II  was  taxed  at  two  filings,  ^he  arable  land  is 
/even  carucates.  In  deme fie  there  are  two,  and  eighteen 
villeins,  with  five  borderers,  having  four  carucates. 
There  is  a church  and  four  acres  of  meadow,  and  one  mill. 
M'^ood  for  fifty  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the 
Confefj'or  it  was  worth  twelve  pounds,  zvhen  he  received 
it  ten  pounds,  now  fourteen  pounds, .and yet  it  pays  eigh- 
teen pounds.  Earl  Leuuin  held  it. 

Four  years  after  the  taking  this  furvey,  the  bifhop 
was  difgraced,  and  this  among  the  reft  of  his  pofleflions 
was  confifeated  to  the  crown.  After  which  it  became 
the  property  of  Baldwin  de  Betun,  earl  of  Albermarle, 
who  in  the  5th  year  of  king  John’s  reign,  granted  this 
manor,  among  others  in  this  county,  to  William  Ma- 
refchal,  earl  of  Pembroke,  with  Alice  his  daughter,  in 
frank  marriage. 

In  the  loth  year  of  king  Henry  III.  he  again  mar- 
ried Alianore,  the  king’s  fifter,  and  in  the  14th  year  of 
that  reign  had  a confirmation  of  this  manor,  upon  con- 
dition 
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dition  that  Alianore  his  wife,  if  Ihc  furvivetl  him, 
Ihould  enjoy  it  during  her  life.  He  died  in  the  i^th 
year  of  that  reign,  f.  p,  on  which  the  (henlf  had  the 
Icing’s  precept  to  deliver  pofleffion  of  it  to  his  widow. 
She  afterwards  re-married  Simon  de  Montfort,  carl 
of  Leiceller,  who  was  llain  in  the  49th  year  of  that 
reign,  fighting  on  the  part  of  the  dilicontented  barons, 
at  the  battle  of  Evelham  ; after  which,  the  countefs 
Alianore  and  her  children  were  forced  to  for  fake  the 
realm,  and  (he  died  fometime  afterwards  in  the  nun- 
nery of  Montarges,  in  France. 

In  the  mean  time  the  four  brothers  of  William,  earl 
of  Pembroke,  fucceffively  eark  of  Pembroke,  being 
dead  f.  p.  their  inheritance  became  divided  between 
the  heirs  of  their  five  fiftevs,  when  the  manor  of  Sut- 
ton w'as  allotted  among  others,  to  Joane,  the  fecond 
fifter,  then  the  widow  of  Warine  de  Montchenfie,'^ 
by  whom  flte  had  one  fon  William,  and  a daughter 
Joane,  married  to  William  de  Valence,  the  king’s 
half  brother,  who  in  her  right  became  poflefled  of  it. 
He  died  in  the  23d  year  of  king  Edward  1.  leaving 
Joane  his  widow  furviving,  who  had  this  manor  al- 
figned  to  her  as  part  of  her  dowry,  when  it  was  found 
to  be  held  of  the  king  in  capite,  and  that  it  was  of  the 
king’s  mareclialfy.  She  left  one  fon,  Adomar,  or 
Aymer  de  Valence,  earl  of  Pembroke,  and  three 
daughters, 

Aymer,  earl  of  Pembroke,  the  fon,  on  her  death, 
became  pollefied  of  this  manor.  He  was  murdered 
in  France  in  the  17th  year  of  king  Edward  il.  being 
then  poflefled  of  this  manor  of  Sutton  Valence,  for 
fo  it  was  novv  ufually  called,  and  leaving  no  ifTue  by 
either  of  his  wives,  for  he  was  three  times  married, 
his  three  lifters  above-mentioned  became  his  coheirs. ; 
of  whom  Ilabel  married  to  John  de  Haftings,  of  Ber- 

* See  Swanfeombe,  voL.ii.pf  this  hiftory,  p,  405. 
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gavenny,  feeais  to  have  had  this  manor  atlotcect  to  her, 
part  ot  her  thare  in  the  inheritance.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  match,  the  arms  of  Haflings  quarter- 
ing Valence,  were  put  up  by  fome  of  his  defcendants, 
on  the  roof  of  Canterbury  cloyfters,  wliere  they  now 
remain.  She  was  then  a widow,  herhulband  having 
deceafed  in  the  6th  year  of  that  reign,  leaving  John 
de  Haftings  his  fon  and  heir  ; who  likewife  died  anno, 
i8  Edward  II.  leaving  no  itiue  by  Juliana  de  Ley- 
borne  his  then  wife.  But  by  his  former  wife  he  had 
one  fon,  Lawrence,  who  was  in  the  13th  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  made  earl  of  Pembroke,  by  reafon  of  his 
defeent  from  llabel,  the  eldeft  filler  and  coheir  of 
Aymer  de  Valence,  earl  of  Pembroke;  and  he  died 
pofl'etled  of  this  manor  in  the  2 2d  year  of  that  reign, 
as  did  his  grandfon  John,  earl  of  Pembroke,  f.  p.  in 
the  13  th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  about  which  time 
1 find  this  manor  fliled  in  fome  records  the  manor  of 
Sutton  HaJiingSy  which  name  however  It  foon  dropped, 
and  relumed  its  former  one  of  Valence.  Philippa, 
countefs  of  Pernbroke,  furvived  her  hufband,  and  af- 
terwards re-married  Richard  Fitzalan,  earl  of  Arun- 
del, and  died  in  the  poffeffion  of  this  manor  in  the 
2d  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  flie  then  bearing  the  title 
of  countefs  of  Pembroke,  when  Reginald  lord  Grey, 
of  Ruthin,  became  entitled  to  it,  as  next  of  kin,  and 
heir  of  Aymer,  earl  of  Pembroke  ; and  as  fuch,  at  the 
coronation  of  king  Henry  the  IVth,  he  carried  the 
great  golden  fpurs.  After  which  being  taken  prifoner 
in  Wales,  by  Owen  Glendower,  he  was  obliged  to 
give  ten  thoufand  marcs  for  his  ranfom.  To  raife 
which,  king  Henry  in  his  4th  year,  grantedlicence  to 
Robert  Braybrooke,  billiop  of  London,  and  others, 
feoffees  of  feveral  of  Reginald’s  lordlhips,  to  fell  this 
manor  among  others  towards  the  raifing  of  that  fum. 

They  fold  it  foon  afterwards,  as  it  fhould  feem,  to 
St.  Leger,  for  Juliana,  widow  of  Thomas  St.  Leger, 
cl'q.  of  Otterden,  died  poffeired  of  it  in  the  5th  year 

of 
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of  the  next  regin  of  king  H.*nry  the  Vth.  Soon  after 
which  it  became  the  property  of  sVilliam  Clifford, 
cfq.  fun  of  Sir  Lewis  Clifford,  defcended  from  the 
Cliffords,  of  Cliffijrd-caftle,  inHerefordlhire,  who  bore 
for  his  arms,  Chequy  or  and  azure  on  a fefs  gules y a 
crefcent  for  difference^  all  within  a bordure  argent.  He 
was  Iheriffiii  the  4th  and  13th  years  of  king  Henry 
the  Vltli,  an  1 died  three  years  afterwards,  leaving  by 
Eleanor  his  wife,  fifterand  foie  heir  of  Arnold  Savage, 
cfq.  of  Bobbing,  two  fons,  Lewis  and  John,  of  whom. 
Lewis  Clifford,  the  eldefl:  fon,  died  in  his  life  time, 
leaving  a fon  Alexander,  who  was  of  Bobbing,  elq.  and 
on  his  mothers  death,  in  the  19th  year  of  Henry  VI. 
fucceeded  to  this  manor.  After  which  it  continued  in 
his  name  down  to  his  grandfon  Nicholas  Clifford,  who 
leaving  a foie  daughter  and  heir,  Mildred,  fhe  carried 
it  in  marriage  to  Sir  George  Harpur,*  who  refided  at 
Sutton  Valence,  where  he  kept  his  fhrievalty  in  the  2d 
year  of  king  Edward  VI,  and  in  the  windows  of  the 
manor  houle  were  formerly  the  coats  of  arms  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Clifford,  and  their  leveral  matches}  and  among 
others,  of  Clifford  impaling  Culpeper,  Savage,  and 
Bourne.  On  the  gateway  was  carved  Clifford  impaling 
Ifley,  quartering  Fremingharn,  and  a (hield  of  Ifley 
j quartering  Fremingharn.  In  the  windows  of  the  hall 
i was  the  coat  of  Harpur,  Argent^  a lion  rampant  JablCy 
\ muithin  a bordure  engrailed  of  the  fecondy  with  ail  its 
[ quarterings,  and  the  fame  impaling  Gaynsford,  and  a 
j coat,  Argenty  a fattier  guleSy  within  a border  fable, 

I Bezant eey  for  Dc  La  Foyle.  After  his  death  flie  re- 
I married  Sir  Edward  Moore,  who  afterwards  fettled  at 
1 Mcllefont,  in  Ireland.  By  her  firft  hufband  (he  left  a 
i fon  Edward,  who  was  knighted,  and  by  her  fecond  fhe 
j hau  feveral  children. 

* See  Rot  Efch.  ejus  ao.  36,  Henry  VIII,  pt.  19.  ViAn.  cc. 
JCent,  anno  1574.  Pedigree  Harpur. 
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She  feems  to  have  entitled  both  her  hufbands  to  the 
pofleflion  of  this  manor  during  her  life,  after  which  it 
became  the  property  of  her  fon  Sir  Edward  Harpur, 
who  alienated  it  to  Sir  Edward  Hales,  knight  and  baro- 
net, who  died  pofielTed  of  it  in  1654,  upon  which  it 
came  to  his  grandfon  and  heir.  Sir  Edward  Hales, 
bait,  whofe  truftees  fold  it  in  1670  to  Sir  William 
Drake,  of  Agmondefliam,  in  Buckinghamlhire,  and  he 
fettled  part  of  it  in  jointure  in  1675,  on  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  daughter,  and  at  length  foie  heir  of  William 
Montague,  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer,  their  fon, 
Montague  Drake,  cfq.  of  Agmondefham,  left  by  Mary, 
foie  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Gerrard,  bait,  of 
HcrtfordfliiTe,  a fon  Montague  Gerrard  Drake,  whofe 
truftees,  during  his  infancy,  anno  5 queen  Anne,  hav- 
ins  procured  an  aft  for  that  purpofe,  in  1708  fold  this 
manor  with  the  demefncs,  and  other  eftates  in  this  and 
the  adjoining  parilhes  (excepting  fuch  of  them  as  were 
in  jointure  to  dame  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Sir  William 
Drake  as  above  mentioned,  then  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Trotman,  efq.  of  Sifton,  in  Gloucefterfltire)  to  Sk 
Chriftopher  Defbouverie,  of  Chart  Sutton, “ who  after- 
wards in  1720,  purchafed  of  Montague  Gerrard  Drake, 
efq.  the,  remainder  of  his  eftates  which  had  been  fettled 
in  jointure  on  his  mother  as  above-mentioned,  and  fo 
became  poftefied  of  the  entire  fee  of  them.  He  died 
poficrflcd  of  this  manor  in  1733,  and  was  buried  at 
Beechworth,  in  Surry.  Since  which  this  manor  has  de- 
fcendcd  in  like  manner  as  thole  of  Langley  and  Chart 
before  defcribed.  to  his  youngeft  daughter,  Mrs.  Eli- 
zabeth Bouverie,  now  of  Tefton,  the  prc/ent  owner  of 
it.  A court  leet  and  court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

But  though  this  manor,  on  the  divifion  of  Sir  Chrifto- 
pher Deibouverie’s  eftates  between  his  two  daughters 
and  coheirs,  after  the  death  of  their  two  brothers,  who  I 

• Harris’s  Hid.  of  Kent,  p,  307.  See  more  of  this  family 
binder  Tef.on,  p.  134. 
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both  died  f.  p.  was  allotted  to  the  youngeft,  Elizabeth, 
yet  feveral  farms  and  lands  in  the  out-parts  of  this  and 
the  adjoining  parifhes,  were  allotted  to  the  cldeft  daugh- 
ter Anne,  married  to  John  Hervey,  efq.  afterwards  of 
Beechworth,  which  on  his  death  defcended  to  his  only 
fon  Chriftopher  Hervey,  efq. 

Itfhould  be  noticed  here,  that  in  the  tothyear  of 
king  George  II.  an  aft  pafled  enabling  the  family  of 
Defbouverie  to  ufe  the  furname  of  Bouverie  only,  in 
purfuance  to  the  defire  of  Jacob  Defbouverie,  efq.  and 
Sir  Chriftopher  Ddbouverie,  deceafedi 

Sutton- PLACE,  alias  Clen  kards,  is  a feat  In  this 
parifb,  fituated  about  the  middle  of  the  hill,  at  a fmall 
diftance  fouth-eaftward  of  the  town. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  it  was  the  eftate  and 
refidence  of  Archibald  Clenkard,  efq.  who  kept  his 
flirievalty  here  in  the  year  1682,  and  the  two  fucceed- 
ing  years,  bearing  for  his  arms,  Argent^  a bend  fable 
cotized  and  charged  with  three  griffins  heads.  After  his 
death  it  pafled  into  the  pofTelTion  of  Livefey,  from 
which  name  it  was  fold  to  John  Payne,  efq.  of  Lon- 
don, one  of  the  direftors  of  the  Eaft-India  company, 
who  bore  for  his  arms.  Argent^  a chevron  vaire  dr,  and 
azure  between  three  lions  rampant  of  the  lafl.  He  died 
poflefTed  of  it  in  1747,  leaving  three  fons,  of  whom 
John  the  eldeft,  was  a merchant  of  London,  and  was 
high  flieriff*  of  Leicefterfhire  in  1.738  ; and  Edward 
the  youngeft,  to  whom  by  his  will  he  gave  this  eftate, 
was  of  London,  efq.  and  adireftor  of  the  bank.  He 
leflened  this  manfion,  which  was  before  very  large,  and 
made  other  confiderable  improvements  in  this  eftate. 
He  died  in  1794}  fince  which  it  has  been  fold  by  his 
heirs. 

CHARITIES. 

William  Lambe,  fometime  a gentleman  of  the  chapel  to 
king  Henry  VIII.  and  a great  favorite  of  that  prince,  was  of 
the  company  of  cloth-workers,  in  London,  and  among  many 
other  extenfive  charities,  out  of  his  great  love  for  learning,  and 
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for  the  place  where  he  was  born,  crefted  in  1578,  at  his  own 
proper  cods  and  charges,  a free  p a7nmar  fchool,  in  this  parifh, 
for  the  education  and  inftruftion  of  youth,  allowing  yearly  10 
the  mailer  sol.  and  lol.  yearly  to  the  uflier  from  time  to  time, 
as  either  place  fhould  be  fupplicd  by  fucccllion,  and  to  the  for- 
mer a good  houfe  and  garden  to  refide  in. 

Mk.. Georoe  Maplesden,  in  1713,  left  by  will  5!.  per 
annum  for  ao  Englifn  uflier,  to  be  appointed  by  the  mafter  of 
the  fchool. 

T'here  are  likewise /too  of  fen  pounds  per  an- 

num each,  given  to  St.  John’s  college,  in  Cambridge,  by  will 
in  1720,  bO  the  Rev.  Francis  Rohbins,  B.  D.  who  had  been  fel- 
low of  that  college,  for  the  benefit  of  twofcholars  educated  at 
this  fchool. 

The  Rev.  John  Griffin  is  the  Jircfent  mafter  c>{  this  fchool. 

Mr.  William  Lambe,  above-mentioned,  alfo  founded  in 
the  village  of  Town  Sutton  fix  alms-houfes,  having  an  orchard 
and  gardens  to  them,  for  the  benefit  of  fix  poor  inhabitants  of 
this  parifn,  and  allotted  the  fum  of  ten  pounds  to  be  divided 
among  them  yearly,  and  entrufted  the  company  of  cloth-wor- 
kers with  the  eflate*  and  direction  of  thefe  charities.  By  feme 
jneans^l.  of  the  aboye  fum  has  been  fome-time  wiih-heJd,  and 
4I.  onlv  is  paid  yearly.  The  poor  inhabitants  are  ufually  ap- 
pointed by  the  mafter  of  the  fchool.  The  aims  of  the  founder, 
being  a fefs  ‘betivcoi  three  cinquefoils ^ are  carved  in  Hone  on  the 
front  of  the  alms-hoMies. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Robbins  above-mentioned,  left  likewife  3I, 
to  be  paid  yearly  on  March  ii,  to  the  poor  of  this  parifh,  by 
the  church-wardens,  vefted  in  Mrs.  Felicia  and  Elizabeth 
Smith. 

Town  Sutton  is  within  the  ecclesiastical 
JURISDICTION  of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and  deanry 
of  Sutton ; to  which  it  was  once  fo  confiderable  as  to 
give  name. 

The  church  which  flands  at  a fmall  diftance  weft- 
ward  from  the  village,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  It. 
is  a handfome  churcli,  the  fteeple  ftands  on  the  north 
fide  of  it,  and  had  a high  fpire  on  it  formerly,  the 
upper  half  of  which  having  been  burnt  down  by  light- 
ning, it  is  at  that  part  flat  and  covered  with  lead. 

This  church  was  antiently  an  appendage  to  the  ma- 
nor of  Sutton  Valence,  in  which  ftate  it  continued 
down  to  John  de  Haftings,  earl  of  Pembroke,  lord  of 

that 
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that  manor,  who  died  polTeflred  of  it  in  the  49th  year 
of  king  Edward  II.  as  appears  by  the  efcheat  rolls  of 
tliat  year.  Soon  after  which  it  iniift  have  pafled  into 
the  poflelTion  of  the  priory  of  Leeds ; for  in  the  2d 
year  of  the  next  reign  of  king  Richard  II.  that  king 
granted  his  licence  to  the  above  mentioned  priory,  to 
appropriate  this  church  ; and  it  was  confirmed  to  the 
priory  by  patents  of  the  1 8th  and  20th  years  of  king 
Henry  VI.  when  at  the  reqiieft  of  the  prior  and  canons 
there,  the  parifh  church  of  Eiaft  Sutton,  likewif^  of 
their  patronage,  was  united  to  this  church,  to  which  it 
has  been  ever  fince  efteemed  as  a chapel. 

On  the  diffolution  of  the  priory  of  Leeds  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  Vlll.  this  parfonage,  with  the  ad- 
vowfon  of  the  vicarage,  and  the  chapel  of  Eaft  Sutton 
annexed,  came  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  where  it 
did  not  continue  long,  for  the  king  fettled  it  in  his  3 2d 
year  on  his  new-ere6fed  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter, 
part  of  whofe  inheritance  it  flill  remains. 

The  parfonage,  with  the  manor  annexed  to  it,  has 
been  for  many  years  held  in  leafe  from  the  dean  and 
chapter,  by  the  family  of  Payne.  Edward  Payne,  efq. 
of  London,  who  has  been  already  mentioned  before, 
died  in  1794,  poflefied  of  the  leafe  of  it,  and  his  heirs 
are  now  entitled  to  it. 

The  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  is  referved  by  the 
dean  and  chapter  in  their  own  hands. 

On  the  abolition  of  deans  and  chapters,  after  the 
death  of  king  Charles  the  Ift,  this  parfonage  was  fur- 
veyed  by  order  of  the  (late  in  1649,  '''ken  it  was  re- 
turned, that  the  parfonage  of  Sutton  Valence,  with  the 
rights  of  it,  and  the  manor  or  parfonage-houfe,  three 
barns,  a liable,  and  feveral  other  necelTary  outhoufes, 
with  a yard,  garden  and  orchard,  containing  by  efli- 
mation  two  .roods,  together  with  the  tithes,  were  alto-  ^ 
gether  worth  fixty  pounds  per  annum.  All  which  were 
let  by  the  late  dean  and  chapter,  anno  1 6 Charles  I.  to 
Thomas  Shipton,  gent,  for  twenty-one  years,  at  the 
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yearly  rent  of  fourteen  pounds,  and  one  quarter  of  j 
wheat,  two  quarters  of  oats,  and  one  good  brawn 
every  Chriltnias  ; which  rent  was  valued  at  i81.  i6s.  1 
and  that  the  premifes  were  worth  upon  improvement 
over  and  above  the  faid  rent  5 61.  2s.  per  annum. 

The  vicarage  of  Sutton  Valence  is  endowed  with^  ; 
all  tithes  whatlbever,  except  corn  and  hay.  It  is  va- 
lued in  the  king’s  books  at  7I.  9s.  7d.  and  the  yearly 
tenths  at  14s.  ii*d. 

In  1640  it  was  valued  at  feventy-three  pounds,  i 
Communicants,  226. 

The  vicar  of  Sutton  Valence  ferv’es  the  cure  of  the  1 
church  of  Eaft  Sutton,  as  a chapel  annexed  to  it ; 
and  as  fuch  is  entitled  to  the  vicarial  tithes  of  that 
parifh  in  right  of  his  vicarage,  he  being  prefented  and 
indudted  to  the  vicarage  of  Sutton  Valence,  with  the 
chapel  of  Eafl  Sutton  annexed. 

• CHURCH  OF  TOWN  SUTTON. 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  loJiom  prefented.  rectors. 

Gilbert.'” 

VICARS. 

Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rcchejler....  David  Smithe^  ind.  Nov.  7, 

* • 1566. 

' Robert  Wells.,  May  1568,  obt. 

Jan.  ^1,  ^5/3* 

John  Baker,  March  18,  1580, 
obt.  1588. 

t Thomas  Compton,  Dec.  3,  1588,  , 

obt. 

Thomas  S and/or d,  A.  B.  May 
' 22,  1606,  refigned  1614. 

^ • Fdmund Hett/haw,  A.^l,  Mutch 

19, 1614. 

Robert  Smith,  A.  M.  June  15, 
1641,  vacant  by  refignation. 

Hezekiah  Holland,  1653.* 

w Comber’s  Vindication  of  Tithe?,  ? Alfo  redtor  of  Crundal. 
vol.  i.  p.  *34.  , 


PATRON* 


VXCARS. 


TOWN 

PATRONS,  ^C. 

Vran  and  cha/iter  of  Roche  ft  


\ 


SUTTON. 


O *7  »• 

o7j> 


Thomas  Pollington,  Auguft  7, 
1661,  reijgned  1666. 

^Janies  Broivne,  April  1 1,  1666, 
nbt.  1679. 

ydin  Rumney,  A.  M.  April  8, 
1680,  obc.  1698. 

John  Gohict,  A.  M.  Oftober7, 
1698,  cbt.  1713. 

Samuel  Pratt^  A.  B.  Nov.  9, 
1713,  rcfig.  1720. 

Geo7'gc  Pratt,  A.  M.  April  5» 
17:0,  rcfig.  1722. 

Daniel  Pratt ^ A . M . N 0 v . 5 , 
172a,  obt.  1723. 

Ctdftefier  Savage,  A.  M.  Nov, 
20,  1723,  fcfig  1747.’' 

Samuel Venner,  A,  B.  July  1 747, 
(ibt.  1764. 

'Nicholas  Browne,  inc).  March, 
1765,  the  prefent  vicar. 


y Before  vicar  of  Stone,  in  Oxney.  He  vefigned  this  vicarage  for  that 
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next  parifh  eaftvvard  from  Town  Sutton  is  • 
Eaft  Sutton,  having  the  appellation  of  Eaft  from  its 
fituation  eaitward  of  the  two  adjoining  parifhes  of 
Sutton  Valence  and  Chart  Sutton,  though  that  of 
Sutton,  near  Dover,  is  iikewife  frequently  (tiled  Ealt 
Sutton,  from  its  fituation  in  the  ealtern  part  of  this 
county. 

It  isafmall  parifh,  and  would  be  but  little  known 
or  frequented  was  it  not  for  the  refidence  of  the.  Eil* 
mer  family  m it.  It  is  much  the  lame  fituation  and 
foil  as  the  laft  deferibed  parilh  of  Sutton  Valence,  the 
quarry  hills  croffing  the  middle  of  it  j the  church 
{lands  near  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  at  the  back  of  Ea  t 
Sutton-place,  which  is  plealantly  fituated,  having  a 
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moft  beautiful  and  extenfive  view  fouthward,  the 
paik.  lying  before  it,  which  is  well  cloathed  v'.  itli  trees 
both  of  alh  and  oak,  and  has  a fine  piece  of  water 
in  fight  of  the  houie  in  the  lower  part  of  ir  ; about 
half  a mile  fouth-ealt  from  the  manor  houie,  about 
the  middle  of  the  hill,  is  Little  Charlton,  which  has  I 
flill  the  appearance  of  a gentleman’s  feat,  having  le^  ► 
veral  good  rooms  in  it  well  ornamented  with  ilucco, 
fret-work,  &c.  and  every  convenience  requifite  for  a 
gentleman’s  family,  and  the  holpitality  of  former 
times  ; from  the  top  of  the  hill  fouthward  it  is  within 
the  Weald,  a low,  flat  and  miry  country.  On  the 
other  fide,  above  the  church,  from  the  fhade  of  the 
quantities  of  trees  which  Ipread  thickly  over  it,  that 
part  has  an  unpleafant  and  gloomy  afped.  In  this 
part  is  ( hartway-ftreet,  the  only  village  in  thisparifh, 
the  fouthern  fide  of  which  only,  on  which  however 
almoft  all  the  houfes  are  built,  being  in  this  parifh 
and  its  northern  boundary,  the  other  fide  of  it  being 
in  Bromfield  ; the  reft  of  the  houles  in  Eall  Sutton, 
excepting  the  two  fmall  hamlets  of  Fiiday  and  Sun- 
day-flreets,  being  interfperled  at  various  diliances 
throughout  it. 

This  place  was  part  of  thofe  poflelTions  with 
which  Odo,  bifliop  of  Baieux,  was.  enriched  by  his 
half-brother  William  the  Conqueror,  under  the  ge- 
neral title  ot  whole  lands  it  is  thus  entered  in  the  fur-  • 
vey  of  Dorrjelday  ; 

‘Jhe  Jan^e  Adam  Fitzhubert  holds  of  the  bi/J^op  Sud- 
tone,  it  was  taxed  at  one  Juling  and  an  half.  Fhe  ara- 
ble land  is  ei^ht  carucates.  In  aemtjne  there  are  two, 
and  fjleen  villeins,  with  nine  bolder ers,  having  four  ca- 
rucates. Ihere  is  a church  and  ten  Jervants,  and  eight 
acres  of  meadow.  Hood  for  the  jannage  of  fifty  hogs. 

In  the  time  tj  king  Faward  the  Ccijefcr,  and  afterwards, 
it  It  as  zionh  ten  pounds,  now  tu  e pounds,  and  yet  it 
pays  eighteen  pounds.  Leuenot  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

On 
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On  the  bilhop’s  dii'grace,  which  happened  in  1084, 
about  four  years  after  the  taking  the  above  furvey, 
this  among  the  reft  of  his  eftates  became  confil'cated 
to  the  crown. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Illd,  John  de  Salario 
held  Eaft  Sutton^  of  Simon  de  Montfort,  earl  of  Lei- 
cefter  ; Geffry  de  Martel  held  it  in  the  latter  end  of 
that  reign,  and  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  the  1ft,  his  luccelibr  was  Adam  de  Martel, 
whofe  right  to  it  w'as  allowed  againft  the  king  before 
thejuftices  itinerant,  in  the  21ft  year  of  Edward  1. 
Aymer  de  Valence,  earl  of  Pembroke,  was  in  poft'ef- 
lion  of  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  reign  of  king 
Edward  II.  and  died  in  the  i 7th  j'ear  of  it  f.  p.  upon  . 
which  his  three  fifters  became  his  coheirs ; ot  whom 
Ifabel,  married  to  John  de  Haftings,  of  Bergavenny, 
feems  to  have  had  this  manor  allotted  to  her  as  part 
of  her  {hare  in  the  inheritance,  and  in  his  delcendants, 
earls  of  Pembroke,  it  continued  down  in  like  manner 
as  Sutton  Valence  manor  before  delcribed,  till  on 
their  failure  of  iftue  in  king  Henry  the  IVth’s  reign, 
Reginald,  lord  Grey,  of  Ruthyn,  Ix^came  enti- 
tled to  it  as  next  of  kin  and  heir  of  Aymer,  earl  of 
Pembroke,  but  on  his  being  taken  priloner  by  Owen 
Glendower,  in  Wales,  king  Henry  IV.  in  his  ^ih 
year,  granted  licence  to  Robert  Braybrook,  bifhopof 
LondoiVAnd  others,  then  feoffees  of  his  leveral  lord- 
Ihips,  to  fell  this  manor  among  others,  towards  railing 
afum  of.money  for  his  random.  'I  hey  Ibid  it  to  Ri- 
chard Brigge  Lancafter,  king  at  arms,  w ho  alienated 
it  in  the  third  year  of  king  Henry  V.  to  ThomasBut- 
tiller  and  Thomas  Bank.  After  which  it  palled  into 
the  family  of  Darrell,  one  of  whom , Sir  K ichard  de 
Darrel,  poffeffed  it  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  IV. 

* Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  306,  irom  th€  evidence  of  the 
Filroer  family. 


In 
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In  the  firft  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  John  York, 
efq.  of  Ramfbury,  in  VViltihire,  was  owner  of  it,  and 
in  the  6th  year  of  that  reign  pafled  it  away  to  Ri- 
chard Chetham,  prior  of  the  priory  of  Ledes,  and  it 
feems  to  have  been  for  the  ufe  of  his  convent  by  the 
receipt  in  the  exchequer,  anno  8 Henry  VIII.  Ne- 
verthelefsthey  had  divefted  themfelves  of  the  poilef- 
fion  of  it  before  the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  when  Sir 
Henry  Guldeford,  knight  of  the  garter,  and  comp- 
troller ot  the  king’s  houfl'jold,  owned  it.  He  died 
J.  p.  in  the  23d  year  of  that  reign,  and  his  heirs  fold 
this  manor  the  next  year  to  Richard  Hill,  efq.  who 
in  the  29th  year  of  it  alienated  it  to  Thomas,  lord 
Cromwell,  and  he  loon  afterwards  exchanged  it  with 
the  crown  for  other  lands,  where  the  fee  of  it  remained 
till  the  king  in  his  37th  year  granted  it,  with  its  ap- 
purtenances, to  John  Tufton,  and  Stephen  Reaves, 
to  hold  in  capite,  and  they  that  year  alienated  it  to 
Thomas  Argali,  who  bore  for  his  arms.  Party  per 
Jefs,  argent  and  vert,  a pale  counterchanged ; three  lions 
heads  erafed  gules.  He  procured  his  lands  in  this 
county  to  be  difgavelledhy  the  aft  of  the  2d  and  3d 
of  Edward  VI.  and  died  pofleffed  of  it  in  the  6th  year 
of  that  reign. 

His  Ion  and  heir,  Richard  Argali,  efq.  had  by 
Mary  his  wife,  daughter  ot  Sir  Reginald  Scott,  of 
ScotS'hall,  a Ton  John,  and  two  daughters,  Cathe- 
rine, wife  of  Ralph  Bathurft,  efq.  of  Horton  Kirkby, 
and  Elizabeth,  of  Sir  Edward  Filmer,  of  Little  Char- 
leton,  in  this  parifli,  John  Argali,  el'q.  the  fon,  was 
of  Colchefler,  in  Efiex,  and  in  the  8th  year  of  king 
James  I.  fold  this  manor  to  his  brother-in-law.  Sir 
Edw^ard  Filmer  before-mentioned,  who  upon  that  re- 
moved from  his  feat  of  Little  Charleton  to  the  manor 
houfe  of  Eaft  Sutton,  called  EaftSutton-place,  where 
he  kept  his  fhrievalty  in  the  i3tli  year  of  that  reign. 
The  family  of  Filmer  was  originally  feated  at  the 
manor  of  Herft,  in  the  pariQi  of  Otterden,  where 

Robert 
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Robert  Fiimer  lived  in  king  Edward  the  Ild.’s  reign. 
His  defcendants  continued  there  till  Itobert  l-ilmer, 
Ion  of  James,  removed  to  the  manor  of  Little  Charl- 
ton, in  this  parilh,  which  he  had  purchaled  ol  the  fa- 
mily of  Kempe,  and  had  built  a feat  on  it  tor  his  re- 
fidence,  it  was  antiently  called  Charlron-court,  and 
had  owners  of  its  own  name  in  the  reigns  of  king  Ed- 
ward II.  and  111.“  He  was  one  of  the  prothonotaries 
of  the  common  pleas  for  tw'enty  years  in  the  reign  ot 
(jueen  Elizabeth,  and  to  him  Cooke,  clarencieux,  in 
iSyo,  granted,  or  rather  confirmed  the  arms  of  the 
family,  viz.  Sahle,  three  bars,  and  as  many  cinquefoils 
in  chief,  or.  He  died  in  15^5’  ^.nd  was  buried  in  this 
church,  which  has  ever  fince  continued  the  burial- 
place  of  the  family.  He  was  the  father  of  Sir  Edward 
Fiimer,  the  purchafer  of  this  manor  of  Eaft  Sutton  as 
before  •mentioned.*’ 

He  had  by  hiswife  before  mentioned*  nine  tons  and 
nine  daughters,  and  died  in  1629,  being  fucceeded 
here  by  Robert,  his  eldeft  fon,  who  was  knighted  by 
king  Charles  1.  and  refided  at  Eaft  Sutton.  He  em- 
ployed his  pen  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  crown. 
He  was  educated  at  Trinity-college,  Cambridge, 
and  wrote  the  Anarchy  of  a limited  or  mixed  Mo- 
narchy ; Patriarcha,  or  the  natural  Powxr  of  Kings  ; 
the  Freeholder’s  grand  Inqueft,  and  Reflexions  con- 
cerning the  Original  bf  Government,  befides  feve- 
ral  other  traXs,  all  which  were  publiflied  after 
his  death  by  his  fon.  He  was  a great  fufterer  during 
the  civil  wars  of  king  Charles  l.’s  reign,  having  his 
houfe  here  plundered  ten  times  by  the  rebels,  and 
himfelf  impriloned  in  Leeds-caftle  for  his  loyalty. 
He  died  in  1653,  having  married  Anne,  daughter  and 
coheir  of  Martin  Heton,  bilhop  of  Ely,  by  which  an 
addition  of  fortune,  as  well  as  of  arms,  accrued  to  him, 

* Mr.  Petit  Fccdary  of  Kent  his  book.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of 
Kent,  p.  307. 

^ Vifitation  of  Kent,  1574  and  1619.  Pedigr.  Fiimer. 
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He  was  fucceeded  by  his  elded  Ton,  Sir  Edward 
Filmer,  gentleman  of  the  privy  chamber  both  to  king  ‘ 
Charles  1.  and  II.  who  dying  unmarried  at  Paris,  in  | 
1668,  was  fucceeded  in  his  edates  by  his  next  bro-  j 
ther,  Robert  Filmer,  efq.  barrider-at-law,  of  Gray’s 
inn,  who,  in  confideration  of  his  father’s  fuffcrings 
and  loyalty  to  Charles  I.  was,  on  Dec.  24,  1674, 
created  a baronet.  Fie  refided  at  Ead  Sutton -place, 
which,  as  well  as  the  park  round  it,  he  greatly  aug- 
mented and  improved,  inclofing  the  whole  with  a 
done  wall.  He  died  in  1 67 5,  leaving  fcveral  fons  and 
daughters,  of  whom  Sir  Robert  Filmer,  bart.  his  el- 
ded fon  and  fuccefibr,  refided  here,  and  in  1 689,  being 
the  lad  of  king  James  II.  ferved  the  office  of  dieriffi. 

He  died  in  1720,  having  married  Elizabeth,  dai:^hter 
and  coheir  of  Sir  William  Bcverlham,  of  Hoi  brook- 
hall,  in  Suffolk,  one  of  the  maders  in  chancery,'^  by 
whom  he  had  feveral  fons  and  daughters.  Beverlhain 
Filmer,  efq.  one  of  the  younger  fons,  was  of  Lincoln’s- 
inn,  barrider-at  law,  mader  of  the  ISiJi  Prius  office 
in  B.  R.  and  one  of  the  mod  able  conveyancers  this 
kingdom  has  produced.  He  died  unmarried  in  1763, 
and  was  buried  in  this  church,  having  by  his  lad 
will  bequeathed  his  edates  in  this  county  to  his  ne- 
phew, Sir  John  Filmer,  bart. 

Sir  Edward  Filmer,  bart.  the  elded  fon,  refided  at 
Ead  Sutton,  and  married  Mary,  daughter  of  John 
Wallis,  efq.  of  Oxford  (hire,  only  fon  and  heir  of  the  I 
learned  John  Wallis,  D.  D.  Savilian  profeffor  of  geo- 
metry at  Oxford,  and  F.  R.  S.  by  whom  he  had  ' 
tw'enty  children,  viz.  eleven  fons  and  nine  daughters  ; 
of  the  former,  John,  the  elded,  fucceeded  him  in 
title  and  edate  ; Beverfham  married  Dorothea,  fecond 
daughter  of  William  Henley,  efq.  late  of  Gore-court; 

Ihe  died  in  17939/  p-  Edmund  isreftor  of  Crundall, 

^ See  Morant’s  Eflex,  vol.  ii.  p.  368.  Sir  Wm.  Beverfham 
died  in  1689,  and  was  buried  in  this  church. 


and 
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and  married  Avabella-Chriftiana,  the  cldefl:  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Honywood,  hart,  by  his  firft  lady,  by 
whom  he  lias  had  fix  fons  and  two  daughters;  Francis, 
barrifter-at-law,  of  Lincoln’s-inn,  is  unmarried.  Of 
the  daughters,  Dorothy,  married  the  late  Sir  Jolm 
Honywood,  bart.  He  died  in  1755,  £et,  72,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon,  Sir  John  Fihner,  bart.  of 
Eaft  Sutton,  who  died  in  1797,  xt.  84,  and  was 
buried  with  his  anceftors  in  this  church.  Heraairied 
Dorothy,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Julius  Deedes,  preben- 
dary of  Canterbury,  by  whom  he  had  no  iflue.  She 
furvivedhim,  but  the  tide,  and  this  manor  and  feat, 
together  with  the  reft  of  his  polfeffions  in  this  parilh, 
devolved  to  his  next  brother  and  heir,  now  Sir 
Beverfham  Filmer,  bart.  who  refides  here,  and  is  the 
prefent  owner  of  them. 

Boyton  is  a manor  in  this  parilh,  which  formerly 
belonged  to  the  priory  of  Chrift-church,  in  Canter- 
bury, and  continued  fo  till  the  diftolution  of  it  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was,  together  with 
the  reft  of  the  poifelTions  of  the  prior3%  furreiidered 
into  the  king’s  hands,  who  by  his  dotation-charter  in 
his  33d  year,  fettled  this  manor  on  his  new-c.refled 
dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury,  part  of  whole  poflef- 
fions  it  ftill  remains. 

The  leftee  of  this  manor,  in  the  year  1645,  was  Sir 
Robert  Stapleton,  bart.  who  held  it  under  the  ruling 
powers  of  that  time,  the  dean  and  chapter  being  dif- 
folved,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  5I.  6s.  8d.  and  one 
pound  for  entertainment  money  to  the  receiver  of  the 
church. 

The  family  of  Hope  have  been  leflees  of  it  for 
many  years,  the  prefent  leftee  being  Mrs,  SarAli  Hope. 

CHAR  HIES. 

Stephen  Pfnde,  ^enr,  of  this  parifii,  by  deed,  anno  z? 
Henry  VIII.  gave  a me/l’u»ge,  barn,  garden,  and  two  crofts  of 
land  containing  four  ac  es  in  this  panfh  ; and  George  Us- 
M E R,  gen t.  of  this  par ifh , by  deed,  anno  6 Klizabcth , gave  two 
pieces  of  land,  containing  tliree  acres,  in  thisparifh;  and  by 

bis 
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his  will,  anno  8 Elizabeth,  gave  three  pieces  of  land,  called 
Randalls  and  Lakefield,  the  latter  in  Town  Sutton,  and  the 
former  in  this  parilh,  all  which  were  given  for  the  habitation 
and  maintenance  of  the  curate  of  this  parifh,  but  if  fuch  cu- 
rate lliould  not  refide  in  the  faid  mefl'oage,  then  the  church- 
wardens were  to  receive  the  rents  of  all  the  before-mentioned 
premifes,  and  apply  them  towards  the  repairs  of  the  church. 
And  he  gave  by  will  a piece  of  land  called  Park-corner,  other- 
wife  Lodge-land,  in  tiiis  parifh,  to  the  intent  that  the  church- 
wardens fhould  receive  the  rents,  and,  with  the  afTent  and  ad- 
vice of  the  inhabitants,  yearly  diftribute  the  fame  amongft  the 
poor  on  Good  Friday  and  All  Holland  day,  by  equal  proportion. 
And  he  further  willed,  that  the  churchwardens  fliould  receive 
the  rents  of  two  pieces  of  land  in  this  parifh,  called  Huntings, 
to  be  by  them  beltowed,  with  the  advice  of  the  inhabitants,  in 
bread,  cheef'e,  and  beer,  among  the  poor  of  it  on  St.  George'* 
and  Chriflmas  day,  yearly. 

Dame  Elizabeth  Filmer,  widow  of  Sir  Edward  Filmer, 
in  1638,  gave  tool,  to  the  ule  of  the  poor  of  this  parifh. 

Mrs.  Susan  Watts,  of  this  parifh,  widow,  gave  50I.  for 
the  ufe  of  the  poor,  and  direfted,  that  poor  antient  widows 
fhould  be  firfl  preferred,  and  moll  relieved,  according  to  their 
ntceffities. 

. The  above-mentioned  fums  of  tool,  and  50I.  having  been 
many  years  placevi  out  at  intereft  upon  a mortgage,  were,  in 
1722,  together  with  lol.  raifed  by  fuhfcription  among  the  pa- 
rifhioners,  and  lol.  given  by  Sir  Edward  Filmer,  bart.  and  the 
f urther  fum  of  25 1.  raifed  by  the  faleof  timber  growing  on  ih^ 
lands  called  Fluntings  and  Lodge-lands  above-mentioned, 
amouhtit.g  in  all  to  195I.  laid  out  in  the  purchafe ofa  meffuage, 
barn,  orchard,  and  fix  pieces  of  land  in  Hedcorn,  upon  the  den 
of  Hockenbury,  puichafed  of  one  W'illiam  Fleet,  and  now  in 
the  occupation  of  John  Croucher,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  loL  is.  8d. 
to  the  u(es  following  : to  pay  40s.  a year  to  the  curate  of  this 
parifh,  folong  as  he  inhabited  here,  and  demeaned  himfelf  well, 
and  diligently  ferved  the  cure,  and  preached  four  quarterly 
fermons  as  therein  diredled  ; but  in  default  of  fuch  refidency, 
&c.  to  pay  one  moiety  of  the  faid  40s.  towards  the  repairs  of  the 
church,  and  the  othei  moiety,  together  with  all  the  rcfidue 
of  the  rents  of  the  faid  Hockenbury  farm,  to  the  ufe  of  the 
poor. 

Sir  Rqbert  Filmer,  bart.  gave  by  will  in  1703,  a piece 
of  land,  the  yearly  produce  of  it  to  be  given  iti  wheat,  among 
eight  of  the  pcoieil  inhabitants  at  Chiiltmas,  veiled  in  Sir  John 
Filmer,  bart.  and  now  of  the  annual  produce  of  20s. 

The  number  of  poor  relieved  conllantly  aie  about  twenty- 
five,  cafually  about  ten. 
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East  Sutton  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and  deanry  of 
Sutton. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 
It  is  not  a large  building,  and  has  a fquare  tower  at 
the  weft  end  of  it.  It  is  kept  remarkably  neat,  and 
in  good  repair.  The  grave-ftones  of  the  Filmers  in 
it  are  a complete  feries  of  this  family,  from  the  time 
of  their  coming  to  refide  in  this  parilb.  All  the 
brafles  on  them  are  perfect.  The  grave-ftone  over 
Sir  Edward  Filmer,  who  died  in  1629,  within  the  al- 
tar rails,  is  very  curious,  having  an  entire  flieet  of 
copper  over  it,  with  the  portraits  of  himfelf,  his  wife, 
and  his.  numerous  ilTue,  engraved  on  it,  and  their 
names  refpcdtively  over  them,  and  the  coats  of  arms 
and  quarterings,  belonging  to  him  and  his  wife,  at 
the  corners  of  it.  There  is  a neat  buft  in  white  mar- 
ble of  the  late  Sir  Edward  Filmer,  bart.  who  died  in 
1735,  with  an  infcription  to  his  memory  againft  the 
wall,  over  the  pew  where  the  family  ht. 

The  church  of  Sutton  was  antiently  part  of  the 
•pofleffions  of  the  priory  of  Leeds,  to  which  it  was  ap- 
propriated, and  the  duty  of  if.  was  fir  ft  ferved  by  a 
chaplain,  appointed  by  the  prior  and  convent,at\yhore 
requeft  it  was  afterwards  united  to  the  adjoining 
church  of  Town  Sutton,  of  their  patronage  likewife, 
to  which  it  has  been  ever  fincc  efteemed  as  a chapel. 

On  the  difiblution  of  the  priory  of  Leeds,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII  the  parfonage  appropriate  of 
Eaft  Sutton  came  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  as 
did  likewife  the  patronage  of  the  church  of  Town 
Sutton,  with  die  chapel  of  Eaft  Sutton  annexed, 
where  they  did  not  continue  long  ; for  the  king  fet- 
tled them  both,  in  his  32d  year,  on  his  new-ere<fted 
dean  and  chapter  of  Rocheffer,  with  whom  they  re- 
main at  this  time. 

The  parfonage  has  been  for  many  years  held  in 
leafe,  by  the  family  of  Filmer  ; the  prefent  intereft 
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of  the  leafe  being  veflecl  in  Sir  Beverfham  Filmer, 
baronet. 

The,  vicar  of  Town  Sutton  ferves  the  cure  of  this 
church,  as  a chapel  annexed  to  it,  and  as  fuch  is  en- 
titled to  the  vicarial  profits  of  this  parilh,  in  right 
of  his  vicarage. 

The  church  of  Eaft  Sutton  is  not  valued  in  the 
king’s  books,  being  included  in  that  of  Town  Sutton. 

On  the  abolition  of  deans  and  chapters,  after  the 
death  of  Charles  I.  this  parfonage  was  furveyed  in 
1649,  when  it  was  returnedj  that  the  parfonage,  late 
belonging  to  the  late  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter, 
confifled  of  a parfonage  houfe,  and  all  tithes,  and  the 
glebe  land  lying  together,  containing  forty-three  acres 
and  two  roods,  at,,  the  improved  rent  of  feventy-five 
pounds ; alio  feventeen  acres  more  of  glebe  land,  let 
at  fifteen  pounds  per  annum  ; all  which  premil'es  were 
let  by  the  late  dean  and  chapter,  anno  13  Charles  I. 
to  Sir  k obeit  Filmer,  for  twenty-one  years,  at  the  > 
yearly  rent  of  ten  pounds,  and  of  two  good  capons, 
or  tour  Ibillings  in  money,  fo  there  remained  a clear 
rent  of  79I.  1 6s.  per  annum  ; and  that  the  leflee  re- 
paired the  chancel  of  this  church  j out  of  which  leafe 
the  vicarage  was  excepted,  then  worth  twenty  pounds 
per  annum. 

1 he  leflee  of  the  parfonage  claims  the  tithes  of  all 
corn,  hops^  and  grals,  growing  in  this  parifli.  In  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne  thele  tithes  were  eftimated  at  up- 
wards of  eighty  pounds  per  annum  j befides  which, 
the  glebe  land  belonging  to  it,  was  let  at  fifty  pounds 
per  annum. 

In  1648  the  communicants  of  this  parifli  were 
one  hundred  and  thirty. 

The  fmall  tithes  and  other  emoluments  of  this  be- 
nefice? in  the  beginning  of  queen  Anne’s  reign  were 
eftimated  at  eighteen  pounds  per  annum,  there  being 
no  glebe  land  belonging  to  it. 
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The  land  given  and  devifed  by  Stephen  Pende  and 
George  Ulmer,  as  before  mentioned,  was  worth  ten 
pounds  per  annum,  in  the  above  reign,  and  feems  to 
have  been  intended  for  the  better  performance  of  di- 
vine fervice  in  this  church  every  Sunday;  before 
which,  the  vicar  of  Sutton  Valence  ufed  to  perform 
it  here  but  once  or  twice  in  a quarter  of  a year. 
From  the  year  1648  to  1680,  the  pari Ihioners  be- 
llowed the  above  income  on  the  repairs  of  the  church ; 
but  fince  that  time,  the  vicar  of  Sutton  Valence  has 
generally  had  it,  in  confequence  of  which,  he  preaches 
here  and  at  Sutton  Valence  alternately  on  a Sunday, 
morning  and  afternoon. 

A lilt  of  the  vicars  of-  Sutton  Valence,  or  Town 
Sutton,  with  this  chapel  of  EaR  Sutton  annexed,  has 
been  already  given  in  the  defeription  of  that  parilh* 

U L C O M B 

LIES  the  next  parifli  eaftward  from  Eaft  Sutton. 
It  is  ufually  pronounced  Uckham^  and  is  variouRy 
fpelt  in  antient  records ; in  Domefday  it  is  written 
Oleciimbe^  in  others  IViilcombe^  and  of  late  Ulcomb. 

Part  of  this  parifh  below,  or  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  hill,  adjoining  to  Boughton  Malherb,  is  in  the 
divifion  of  EaR  Kent  ; that  is,  fo  much  of  it  as  is 
eaRward  of  a line  drawn  from  the  eaR  end  of  Boughton 
church,  to  the  eaR  end  of  the  church  of  Hedcorn. 

Part  of  this  pari  Hi,  containing  the  borough  of 
Kinglhorth,  is  in  the  lath  of  Scray  and  hundred  of 
Faverlham,  it  having  formerly  belonged  to  the  abbey 
there. ^ . 

The  parish  of  Ulcombe  is  about  three  miles 
from  north  to  fouth,  and  two  miles  in  width.  It  is 
rather  an  obfeureand  unfrequented  place,  having  but 
little  thoroughfare  ; the  quarry-hills  crofs  it,  on  the 

^ See  Kilburne’s  Survey,  p.  278. 
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fummit  of  which  is  the  village,  with  Ulcombe-place, 
and  the  parfonage  within  it ; here  the  rock  ftone  lies 
much  nearer  the  furface  than  in  the  laft-defcribed  pa- 
rilhes.  To  the  northward  it  extends  into  the  large 
coppice  of  Klngfwood,  which  joins  almoft  up  to  the 
village  of  Ulcombe  ; on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  quarry- 
hill  there  are  three  houfes  of  fome  account,  (landing 
at  fonie  diftance  feparate  from  each  other,  all  which 
for  fome  time  belonged  to  the  family  of  Belcher,  who 
have  been  for  fome  generations  feated  in  this  parifli. 
Theie  Belchers,  of  Ulcombe,  were  defcended  from 
William  Belcher,  reiflor  of  this  parilh,  who  died  in 
1739,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Or,  three  pales  gules ^ a 
chief  vaire^  argent  and  fable.  He  left  two  fons,  Ri- 
chard, of  Rochefter,  M.  D.  and  Samuel,  of  Bough- 
ton  Malherb,  whole  fon  Samuel  left  an  only  daughter  | 
Sarah,  who  afterwards  became  entitled,  by  the  will  of 
her  uncle,  Mr.  Peter  Ady,  who  refided  in  it,  to  one 
of  the  before-mentioned  houfes,  (ituated  a little  below 
the  fummit  of  Knole-hill,  which  (he  carried  in  mar- 
riage to  Thomas  Thoml'on,  the  eldefl  fon  of  Thomas 
Thomfon,  efq.  of  Kenfield,  who  refided  here  till  he 
rertioved  to  Maidftone,  after  which  his  truftees  fold  it. 

Dr.  Belcher,  of  Rochefter,  above-mentioned,  the 
elded  fon  of  William  Belcher,  re(dor  of  this  parifh, 
left  a fon  William,  who  by  Catherine,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Stringer,  of  Goudhurft,  left  three  fons,  of 
whom  the  elded.  Stringer  Belcher,  was  redlor  of  this 
parifh,  and  ended  in  four  daughters  and  coheirs,  as 
has  been  mentioned  before,  p.  331.  Samuel,  the  fe- 
cond  fon,  refided  at  another  of  the  before-mentioned 
houfes,  near  the  fummit  of  Knole-hill,  and  died  un- 
married in  1760,  and  Edward,  the  third  fon,  refided 
at  the  third  houfe,  nearer  to  the  village  of  Ulcombe, 
ard  died  here  in  1778,  having  had  by  Plannah, 
daughter  of  Richard  Tilden,  of  Milfted,  two  fons, 
Stringer,  who  refided  at  Otterden,  and  died  there  un- 
married, and  William,  who  married  Charlotte,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Thomfon,  efq.  of  Kenfield,  and  fuc- 
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ceeded  both  to  his  father’s  feat  in  this  paridi,  and 
likewife  to  that  near  the  fummit  of  Knole-hill,  both  ' 
which  he  is  now  entitled  to. 

The  diftridt  of  the  Weald  begins  at  the  fummit  of 
the  quarry  hill,  whence  this  parilh  extends  oyer  a low 
flat  country  fouthward,  the  foil  of  which  is  a ftifF 
clay,  in  wet  weather  very  deep  and  miry,  the  land 
made  fertile  moftly.  by  manuring  it  with  the  marie 
dug  up  here,  the  rich  and  oily  fubftance  of  which 
meliorates  the  ftifF  and  cludgy  particles  of  the  clay, 
and  not  only  renders  it  more  prolific,  but  by  fepa- 
rating  them  renders  it  much  eafier  for  tillage ; the 
hedge  rows  are  broad,  and  much  interfperfed  with 
large  oak  trees.  It  is  watered  by  feveral  fmall  ftream- 
lets,  which  rife  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  one  of  which 
turns  a mill  at  Chegworth,  hence  they  flow  through 
the  lower  part  of  this  parilh,  and  join  the  larger  ftmam 
of  the  Medway,  a little  above  Hockenbury-bridge. 
In  this  part  of  it  is  a fmall  hamlet,  built  on  one  fide 
of  a fmall  common,  and  not  far  from  it  the  eftate  of 
Kingfnorth. 

This  place  was  given  in  very  early  times,  by  one 
of  the  Saxon  kings,  to  the  priory  of  Chrift-church,  in 
Canterbury,  from  which  it  was  wrefled  in  the  time  of 
the  Danifh  wars  in  this  kingdom  j but  in  the  year 
94T , king  Edmund,  and  Eadred  his  brother,  and  Ed- 
wyn,  fon  of  the  former,  reftored  it  to  that  church, 
with  other  lands,  which  his  anceftors  had  unjuftly  ta- 
ken from  it : which  grant  was  made  in  the  fame  year 
in  which  Ethelftane,  the  brother  of  king  Edmund  and 
Eadred,  died,  and  Edmund  was  advanced  to  be  king, 
who  declared  thele  lands  free  from  all  fecular  fervices, 
excepting  the  repelling  of  invafioiis,  and  the  building 
of  bridges  and  caftles. 

In  the  reign  of  the  conqueror,  Ulcomb  was  held  of 
the  archbilbop  of  Canterbury  by  knights  fervice ; ac- 
cordingly it  is  thus  entered,  under  the  title  of  'Terra 
hUliliim  Archiepi,  in  the  lurvey  of  Domefday\ 
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The  earl  of  Ow  holds  of  the  archbifhop  Olecumhe,  It 
was  ta^ed  at  two  fulings  and  an  half  in  the  time  of  king 
Edivard  the  ConfeJjorj  and  now  for  two  only,  The  arable 
land  is  nine  canicates^  in  demefne  there  are  two  caru- 
CQtes^  and  tiventy-three  villeins,,  with  eight  borderers 
having  [even  carucates.  There  is  a church,  and  one  mill 
of  four  Jldllings,  and  eight  acres  of  meadow,  tVood 
fufficicnt  for  the  pannage  of  twenty  hogs.  In  the  whole, 
in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confejfor,  it  was  worth 
ten  pounds,  when  he  received  it  eight  pounds,  now  eleven 
pounds.  Alfcr  held  this  manor  of  the  archbifhop. 

Alfer,  above-mentioned,  the  tenant  of  this  manor 
under  the  archbifliop,  I'eems  to  have  been  a defcen- 
dant  of  Ealher,  or  Alcher,  who  was  earl  of  Kent  in 
853,  and  anceftor  of  the  family  of  Aucher,  baronets, 
but  lately  extindl  in  this  county.  ^ mi 

William,  earl  of  Ewe,  in  Normandy,  held  it,  as 
appears  by  the  above  furvey,  in  the  reign  of  the  Con- 
queror, of  the  archbifhop  by  knighrs  lervice.'  After 
which,  the  family  of  Sr.  Leger,  called  in  Latin,  De 
SanBo  Leodegario,  became  pofTeffed  of  it. 

Sir  Robert  de  St.  Leger,  attended  William,  duke 
of  Normandy,  into  England,  in  the  year  1066,  as 
appears  by  the  roll  of  Battle  abbey,  among  thole  per- 
lons  who  affifled  him  in  the  conqueft  of  this  king- 
dom, and  there  is  a tradition  in  this  family,  that  he 
fupportcd  the  duke  with  his  hand,  when  he  quitted  his 
fliip  to  land  inSuflex  ; and  that  after  the  viftory  at 
Haftings,  having  overcome  a Pagan  Dane,  who  inha- 
bited Ulcomb,  he  fixed  his  relidence  here.  He  be- 
came poflelfed  of  this  manor  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
Conqueror’s  reign,  holding  it  of  the  archbifliop  by 
knights  fervice. 

‘W"illiam  de  St.  Leger,  his  grandfon,  as  is  fuppofed, 
lived  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  He  was  fucceeded  by 
Ralph  de  St.  Leger,  who,  among  other  Kentifli  gen- 

See  an  account  of  his  family  in  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  136. 
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tlemen,  accompanied  king  Richard  I.  to  the  fiege  ot 
Aeon,  in  Paleftine. 

Ralph  de  St.  Leger,  of  Ulcomb,  and  Hugh  St, 
Leger,  of  Knolton,  in  this  county,  were  two  of  the 
Recognitores  Magna  Affifa  in  the  2d  year  of  tlie  reign 
of  king  John  ; the  former  of  whom  lield  this  manor 
in  the  12th  and  13th  years  of  that  reign,  of  the  arch- 
bithop.  His  fuccelTor  of  the  fame  name,  in  the  next 
reign  of  Henry  III.  obtained  the  grant  of  a market  at 
his  manor  here,  on  a Friday  weekly,  and  a fair  for 
three  days,  to  be  held  yearly  at  it  on  Nov.  i,  and  two 
days  afterwards ; which  liberties  were  allowed  him 
before  thejuftices  itinerant,  in  the  21ft  year  of  king 
Edward  I and  in  the  28th  year  of  the  latter  reign, 
he,  with  Sir  John  and  Sir  Thomas  de  St.  Leger,  at- 
tended the  king  to  the  fiege  of  Carlaverock,  in  Scot- 
land, where  they  were  knighted,  among  many  others, 
for  their  bravery.^ 

Ralph  St.  Leger  pofleffed  this  manor  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  III.  when  he  paid  aid  for  it,  as  two  knights 
fees,  held  of  the  archbilliop  ; in  w'hich  year  he  repre- 
fented  this  county  in  parliament.  Flis  youngeft  Ion, 
Thomas,-  was  of  Otterden,  where  a further  account 
may  be  feen  of  him.  Arnold  St.  Leger,  the  eldeft 
fon,  fucceeded  his  father  at  Ulcomb,  and  reprefented 
this  county  in  parliament,  as  did  his  fon  Ralph  St.  Leger, 
'efq.  of  Ulcomb,  and  in  the  loth  year  of  Richard  II. 
was  fheritf  of  it.  His  fon  John  St.  Leger.  efq,  was  of 
Ulcomb,  and  was  likewife  flieriff,  anno  9 Henry  VI. 
three  years  after  which,  he  was  returned  in  the  lift 
then  taken  of  the  gentry  in  this  county,  who  had  a 
right  to  bear  the  coat  armour  of  their  a'nceftors.  He 
•died  anno  20  Henry  VI.  poffefted  of  this  manor,  and 
;was  buried  in  this  church,  ITeleft  three  fons;  Ralph, 
‘who  fucceeded  him  at  Ulcomb  ; Sir  Thomas,  who 
imarried  Anne,  duchefs  of  Exeter,  and  left  a foie 

[ Iri/h  Peer.  vol.  ill.  p.  169.  Phiiipott,  p.  348, 
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daughter  and  heir,  married  to  Sir  George  Manners, 
lord  Rofs,  anceftor  of  the  earls  and  dukes  of  Rut- 
land ; and  Sir  James  St.  Leger,  who  married  Anne, 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas  Butler,  earl  of  Or- 
mond, from  whom  the  St.  Legers,  of  Devon Qi ire,  arc 
defcended. 

Ralph  St.  Leger,  efq.  ofUlcomb,  the  eldeft  fon 
was  fherift'  anno  8 Edward  IV.  and  conftable  of 
Leeds  caftle.  He  died  foon  afterwards,  anno  1470, 
and  was  buried  in  this  church. 

Ralph  St.  Leger,  his  fon,  refided  atUlcomb,  where 
he  kept  his  fhrievalty  in  the  i8th  year  of  Henry  VII. 
whofe  eldeft  fon,  Anthony  St.  Leger,  fucceeded  his  fa- 
ther in  this  manor,  and  by  theaftsof  31  Henry  VIII. 
and  2 and  3 Edward  VI.  procured  his  lands  in  this 
county  to  be  difgavelled.  ■ He  was  a gentleman,  who 
from  his  fingular  merit  and  eminent  fervices,  proved,  li 
himfelf  an  ornament  to  his  country  and  his  family,  ,1 
being  high  in  the  efteem  of  Henry  VIII.  who  made  :i 
him  of  his  privy  chamber,  and  in  the  31ft  of  his  I 
reign,  IherifF  of  this  county,  being  then  (eated  at  his 
paternal  feat  in  this  parifh.  The  next  year  he  was  ^ 
made  lord  deputy  of  Ireland,  and  in  1 543  eledted  a . 
knight  of  the  garter.  On  the  king’s  death,  he  was  1 
continued  in  his  poll  of  lord  deputy,  and  of  the  privy  | 
council,  as  he  was  likewife  under. queen  Mary  ; and  i 
being  well  verfed  in  Irifh  affairs,  he  by  his  prudence  1 
and  magnanimity,  did  more  towards  civilizing  that  ! 
nation,  and  alluring  it  into  a fubmiflion  to  the  En-  1 
glifh  government,  than  any  one  had  done  fince  the  | 
conqueft  of  it  to  his  own  time.  But  being  recalled 
from  thence  in  the  3d  and  4th  year  of  Philip  and 
Mary,  he  retired  to  this  eftate,  where  he  died  in 
1559,  and  was  buried  with  his  anceftors  at  Ulcomb, 
He  bore  for  his  arms,  Jzure  fretty  argent ^ a chief  Qr\ 
which  was  not  their  antient  coat,  for  they  bore,  Azure^  1 
a fret  argent ^ a chief  or^  as  appears  by  that  coat  now  1 
remaining  on  the  roof  of  the  cloyflers  at  Canterburyi  I 
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in  the  church  of  Woodnefborough,  and  among  the 
cjuartenngs  of  the  coat  borne  by  the  lords  Hunldon.'^ 
He  had  by  his  wife  Agnes,  daughter  of  Hugh  War- 
ham,  of  Croydon,  niece  to  William  Warham,  arch- 
bilhop  of  Canterbury,  three  Tons  and  one  daughter ; 
of  whom,  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger,  the  youngell  fon, 
was  mafter  of  the  rolls  in  Ireland,  and  a privy  coun- 
fcllor,  whofe  fon  Sir  Anthony  was  of  Wiarton-houfe, 
in  Boughton  Monchenfie,  where  a further  account 

may  be  leen  of  him.  ^ , , n.  r • • r 

Warham  St.  Leger,  elq.  the  eldefl  furviving  Ton, 

was  of  Ulcomb,  where  he  kept  his  Ihrievalty  in  the 
2d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth.  In  1565  he  was  knighted, 
and  the  next  year  appointed  chief  goa;ernor  of  Mtin- 
fler,  and  privy  counfellor  in  Ireland,  in  which  king- 
dom he  performed  eminent  fervices  for  her  majefty, 
in  the  pro^refs  of  which  he  was  unfortunately  flam,  in 
icQQ,  anno  42  Elizabeth,  at  the  head  of  his  troops, 
in  an  encounter  with  Hugh  Macquire  and  his  fol- 
lowers, the  two  chiefs  killing  each  other  in  combat. 
Sir  William  St.  Leger,  his  eldefl  fon,  lucceeded  him 
in  this  manor.  He  was  a gentleman  of  gr^vt  merit, 
valour,  and  integrity,  being  made  by  king  Charles  1. 
lord  prefident  of  Munfter,  of  his  privy  ^-onncil  m 
that  kingdom,  and  fergeant- major-general  of  the  Irifh 
forces  He  was  anceftor  of  the  St.  Legers,  vifcounts 

Donraile,  and  others  of  this  name  Rill  remaining  in 

that  kingdom,  and  died  in  1 642.  Some  years  before 
his  death  he  alienated  this  manor  to  Henry  Clerke, 
efq.  of  Rochefter,  who  ierved  in  parliament  for  that 
citv  in  the  firft  year  of  king  Charles  I.  of  which  he 
was  recorder  ; and  in  the  izth  year  of  that  reign  was 
made  a ferjeant-at  law,  whofe  paternal  arm.s  were 
Argent,  on  a bend  gtdes  between  three  -pellets,  as  many 

[wans  proper. 

« Le  Neve’s  MSS.  and  Cooke’s  Baronage,  MSS. 
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He  left  a fon  and  heir  Sir  Francis  Clerke,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  him  at  Ulcomb,  who  was  twice  M.  P.  for  Ro- 
cheller,  and  of  the  privy  chamber.  He  refided  at 
Ulcombe-place,  and  dying  in  1685  was  fucceeded 
here  by  his  only  fon  Francis,  M.  P.  likewife,  for  that 
city.  Fie  refided  here  and  died  in  1691,  f.  p.  upon  1 

which  this  eftate  came  by  devife  to  Gilbert  Clarke,  , 

cfq.  the  fecond  fon  of  Gilbert  Clarke,  of  Chilcot,  in 
Derbyfliire,  and  on  his  deceafe  in  1725,  to  his  fon, 
Godfry  Clarke,  efq.  of  Sutton,  in  that  county,  and 
M.  P.  for  it,  on  w'hofe  deceafe  it  came  to  his  fon, 
Godfry  Bagnal  Clarke,  efq.  of  Sutton,  who  was  fuc- 
ceeded by  his  brother  Gilbert  Clarke,  fince  deceafed, 
whofe  filler  and  heir  Sarah  married  Job  Hart  Price, 
of  Alderfhot,  in  Hampfliire,  who  in  1787  had  licence 
to  take  the  name  and  arms  of  Clarke,  in  addition  to 
his  own,  and  they  are  now  jointly  entitled  to  this  ma- 
nor, with  that  of  Chegworth,  in  this  parilli  likewdfe. 

Boy  COT,  vulgarly  called  Boy-court^  is  a manor  in 
this  parilh,  which  afforded  both  feat  and  furnarae  to  a 
family  of  that  denomination,  as  appears  by  feveral 
old  deeds,  fome  of  which  are  without  date,  in  wdiich 
mention  is  made  of  Stephen,  John,  and  Alexander  dc 
Boycot ; the  laft  of  whom  refided  here  in  the  reigns 
of  king  Edward  III.  and  king  Richard  II.  and  from 
him  this  manor  defeended  dowm  to  John  Boycot,  who 
had  iffue  tw'o  fons,  John  and  Stephen.  One  of  them 
fold  his  moiety,  which  accrued  to  him  by  the  cuflom 
of  gavelkindy  to  Richard  Hovenden  ; and  the  other 
alienated  his  part,  which  came  to  him  in  like  manner, 
to  William  Adam,  who  gave  it  by  his  w ill  to  Thomas 
Glover,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  fale,  by  which 
he  palled  it  away  in  the  firft  year  of  king  Henry  VII. 
to  Richard  Hovenden,  who  then  became  pollefied  of 
the  entire  fee  of  this  manor.  He  bore  for  his  arms, 
Chequyy  argent  and  fable,  on  a bend  gules,  three  lions 
heads  erafed  or.  It  was  afterwards  fold  by  one  of 
his  defeendants  to  Clerke,  of  Woodchurch,  in  which 

name 
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name  it  does  not  appear  to  have  (laid  long,  for  Hum- 
phry Clarke,  alienated  it  in  the  19th  year  of  queen 
Elizabeth  to  Thomas  Sands,  or  Sondes,  as  the  name 
was  afterwards  fpelt,  the  eldeft  Ion  of  Sir  Anthony,  of 
Throwley,  and  he  pafled  it  away  next  year  to  Sir  Mau- 
rice Berkeley,  ftandard  bearer  to  king  Henry  VI II. 
Edward  VI.  and  queen  Elizabeth,  who  had  married 
Elizabeth  his  fifter,  and  was  defeended  of  the  fame  fa- 
mily as  thole  of  this  name  fince  ennobled.*' 

On  his  death,  Elizabeth,  lady  Berkeley,  feems  to 
have  polielfed  this  manor,  in  whofe  delcendants  it 
continued  till  it  went  into  the  name  of  Hubert,  by  a 
female  heir  of  which  it  pafled  in  marriage  to  Heath, 
of  the  family  of  tbofe  formerly  of  Brafted -place,  in 
this  county,  and  bore  the  fame  arms,  whofe  grandfon 
Nicholas  Heath  Nicholas,  efq.  of  Sulfex,  in  1772 
obtained  the  king’s  lign-manuel,  to  take  the  name 
and  arms  of  Nicholas  only  ; the  arms  of  which  fa- 
mily are.  Argent^  on  a crofs  gules,  a crozvn  or.  Nicholas 
Nicholas,  elq.  is  the  prelent  poflelfor  of  it. 

Kingsnorth,  alias  Kingfnode,  is  a manor  lying  in 
this  pariffi  and  Boughton  Malherb,  which  was  given 
to  the.  abbot  and  convent  of  Favcrlbam  in  the  i 6th 
year  of  king  Richard  II.  and  as  fuch  is  eflecmcd  to 
be  in  the  hundred  of  Faveriham,  part  of  the  poifef- 
fions  of  which  it  continued  till  the  diflblution  of  that 
abbey  in  the  30th  year  of  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was 
furrendered,  together  with  all  its  poflefflons  into  the 
king’s  hands,  after  w-hich  this  manor  feems  to  have 
remained  in  the  crown  till  king  Edward  VI.  in  his 
4th  year,  granted  it  to  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger,  lord 
deputy  of  Ireland,  &c.  who,  died  in  1559,  and  his  el- 
deit  fon  Sir  Warham  St.  Leger,  efq.  having  levied  a 
fine  of  it,  anno  17  Elizabeth,  quickly  afterwards 
pafled  it  away  to  William  Iflcy,  efq.  who  in  the  2ifl: 

^ See  the defeent  of  this  family  in  Alkins’’s  Glouc.  p. 

363.  Coll.  Peer,  vol.  iii.  p.  439,  ’ 
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year  of  that  reign  alienated  it  to  James  Aufteyne, 
and  he  in  the  23d  year  of  it  conveyed  it  by  faJe  to 
Robert  Cranmer,  elq.  of  Chepfted,  in  this  county, 
who  died  in  1619,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir 
Anne,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Sir  Arthur  Her- 
rys,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  William  Herrys,  of  Crixey,  in 
Kflex,  by  whom  he  had  two  fons,  Sir  Cranmer  Her- 
rys, and  John.  He  died  in  1632,  and  by  his  will  de- 
yifed  this  manor  to  his  fecond  fon,  John  Herris,  efq. 
whole  fon,  Cranmer  Herris,  of  Lincoln’s-inn,  pol- 
fetfed  it  at  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  He  was 
afterwards  of  Chrift-church,  in  Canterbury,  where  he 
died  in  i'72y,  f-  p>  tind  was  buried  in  the  cloyfters 
, there.  Upon  which,  his  only  furviving  fitter  and  foie 
heir,  Mrs.  Annabella  Herris,  became  poflefled  ot  this 
manor,  and  foon  afterwards  patted  it  away  to  Sir  Ed- 
ward Filmer,  bart.  of  Eatt  Sutton,  whofe  fecond  fon 
Sir  Bcverttiam  Filmer,  bart.  of  that  parith,  is  at 
length  become  the  prcfent  proprietor  of  it. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

There  is  afmall  court  held  in  this  parith  for  the 
manor  of  which  feems  to  be  a limb  of  the 

manor  of  Huntingfield,  in  Falling,  and  as  fuch  to 
have  continued  with  it  part  of  the  pottetTions  of  the 
free  chapel  or  college  of  St.  Stephen,  in  Wettmintter, 
till  its  dittblution  in  the  itt  year  of  Edward  VL‘  in 
confequence  of  the  actt  which  then  pathed  for  the  fur- 
rendery  of  all  fuch  chapels,  chantries,  &c.  Since 
which  this  manor  continued  in  the  like  chain  of  own- 
ertliip  as  that  in  Eatting,  to  the  family  of  Grove,  of 
Tunrtall,in  which  it  remained  till  Richard  G rove,  efq. 
of  London,  dying  unmarried  in  1 792,  gave  this  among  | 
the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this  county,  to  W m.  Jemmet,  ' 
gent,  of  Attiford,  and  William  Marttiall,  of  London, 
and  they  are  the  prefen t ovvners  of  this  manor. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 


See  more  of  this  college  under  Bfcdhurft. 
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CHARITIES. 

Clem  e nt  Ba r l i n r.  gave  by  will  td  cloath  fix  boys  and  two 
widows,  JOS.  for  a ferinon  to  be  preached  on  the  day  of  the  dil- 
tribution,  and  los.  in  money  to  poor  perfons,  to  be  paid  yearly 
out  of  land  veiled  in  Mr.  Spencer,  of  Maidllone,  now  of  the 
annual  produce  of  3I. 

Mrs.  Lucretia  Holland,  daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Clark, 
and  the  laft  of  that  family,  gave  by  will  in  1696,  the  fum  of 
lol  yearly,  to  be  dillributed  among  the  poor  of  this  parifh  in 
bread  and  cloaths,  which  has  not  been  paid  fince  1 774,  being 
(lopped  by  order  of  the  truftees  of  Gilbert  Clarke,  efq. 

The  number  of  poor  relieved  here  conllanily  are  about  40  ; 
cafually  about  20. 

Ulcomb  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  of  Canterbury,  deayiry  of 

Sutton. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints.  In  it  lie 
buried  in  a vault  many  of  the  eminent  family  of  St. 
Leger  to  the  year  1654,  of  the  Clarkes,  and  Gilbert 
Clarke,  efq.  1725,  the  laft  of  his  family  who  re- 
fided  in  this  parilh.  It  was  from  the  earlieft  time 
efteemed  as  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Ulcomb. 

About  the  year  1220,  it  was  made  collegiate  by  arch- 
bifhop  Stephen  Langton,  at  the  requeft  of  Ralph  de 
St.  Leger,  the  patron  of  it,  the  ordination  of  which  is 
ftill  remaining  among  the  records  of  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Canterbury  ; among  which  there  is  an  in- 
ftrument,  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  head  of  this 
church  or  college  was  ftiled  archiprejbyter,  and  the  in- 
ferior members,  minor  canons  ; but  foon  after  the 
year  1293,  this  collegiate  inftitution  feems  to  have 
dropped,  and  the  church  became  again,  and  has  re- 
mained ever  fince,  a fingle,  undivided  redlory  as  be- 
fore, the  patronage  of  which  has  remained  in  the  pof- 
feflfion  of  the  lords  of  the  manor  of  Ulcomb  till  the 
prefent  time. 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  16I.  5s.  lod. 
and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  12s.  yd. 


In 
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In  1640,  it  was  valued  at  fixt\^-nine  pounds.  Com- 
municants 225.  In  queen  Anne’s  reign  it  was  valued 
at  140I.  per  annum. 

CHURCH  OF  ULCOMB. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  ivhom  JtreJcnted. 
Anthony  St  Leger,  efq 


k Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xviit.  p.  1009. 

1 Son  of  the  former  reftor.  In 
1627,  by  difpenfation  vicar  of  Good- 
iiurlf,  ibid.  p.  1005,  he  was  deprived 
by  the.  fanatics,  and  lived  till  t65^. 
See  VVhite's  Century,  p.  36-  Wood’s 
Ath.  vol.  i. 

O'  Calamy’s  Life  of  Baxter,  p.  286. 
n .A.lfo  reftor  of  Leyborne,  where 
he  lies  buried,  with  the  addition  of 
efquire  on  his  graveftone. 


RECTORS. 

Richard  Horfmonden,  clerk, 
March  26,  1598,061.  Oft. 
27,  1627.*' 

Daniel  Horfmonden,  D.  D.  Nov. 

8,  1627,  depfitred  1643.' 
IVilliam  Belcher,  A.  M.  1643, 
obt,  1655,  ejefted  1662."' 
Meric  Head,  ei'q.  D.  D.  obt. 

March 6,  i686." 

John  Clcrke,  A.,  M.  efq.  obt. 

Sept.  24,  1786,“ 
folin  Lot  on,  A^xi\  15,  1713,0b. 
I 716. 

Stringer  Belcher,  A.  M.  Sept, 
26,  1716,  obt.  Dec.  II, 

1 739  ” 

JVilliam  Bell,  A.  M.  1740,  obt. 
June  1 778. 

Fitzherbert  Adams,  LL.  B.  July 
1778,  the  prelent  reftor. 

® He  was  alfo  vicar  of  Harrictfliam 
He  lies  buried  in  this  church.  Sec 
Wood’s  -Ath.  Fafti,  vol.  ii.  p.  190. 

P He  new  built  the  parfonage- 
houfe,  at  the  cxpence  of  upwards  of 
loocl.  and  died  with  a moft  excellent 
charafter,  and  was  buried  in  this 
church. 


There  was  a religious  fraternity  in  this  church 
before  the  reformation,  called  the  Fraternity  of  Cor 
pus  Chrifu 
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BOUGH  TON  MALHERB. 

THE  next  parifli  caftvvard  from  Ulcomb,is  fituated 
almofl  in  the  middle  of  this  county,  and  is  fo  called 
from  a family  antiently  pofl'eflbrs  of  it,  and  to  diftin- 
guifli  it  from  the  feveral  other  parifhes  of  the  name  of 
Boughton  within  this  county. 

It  is  w'ritten  in  antient  deeds  both  Boughton  and 
Bofton,  and  in  fome,  Bc6lon^  alias  Boughton^  and 
feems,  as  well  as  the  other  pari  flies  of  tliis  name,  to 
have  been  fo  called  from  Boc^  fignifying  in  Saxon  a 
charter,  and  /<?«,  a town  or  parifli  ; that  is,  the  place 
held  by  charter.  So  much  of  this  parilh  as  is  eaftward 
of  a line  drawn  from  the  church  of  it  acrofs,  through 
the  middle  of  Chilfton-houfe  to  Lenham  church,  is  in 
the  lath  of  Shipway,  and  in  the  divilion  of  Eaft 
Kent. 

The  fummit  of  the  hill,  which  crofTes  this'  parifli 
from  weft  to  eaft,  is  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
Weald  of  Kent ; I'o  much  of  it,  therefore,  as  is  fouth- 
ward  of  that  line,  is  within  that  diftritft. 

But  a very  fmall  part  of  this  parifh  lies  above,  or 
northward  of  the  quarry  hills,  in  which  part  the  foil 
is  a deep  unfertile  fand,  at  the  northern  boundary  of 
it,  at  a place  called  Sandway,  the  high  road  runs  from 
Afhford  towards  Maidftone,  the  pales  of  Chilfton  park 
join  it,  the  m.anfion  of  which  ftands  about  a quarter 
of  a mile  within  it,  on  lower  ground,  rather  in  a damp 
and  wet  fituaiion,  but  well  cloathed  round  it  with 
trees,  behind  it  the  ground  riles  to  the  hills,  near  the 
fummit  of  which  is  the  church,  and  not  far  dif- 
tant  eaftward  the  parfonage,  a good  habitation  ; clofe 
to  the  church-yard  weftward  are  the  fmall  remains  of 
Boughton-place,  by  no  means  an  unpleafant  fituation, 
the  greateft  part  of  which  has  been  pulled  down  many 

years 


I 


39^  EYHORNE  HUNDRED. 

years  ago,  andwhat  is  left  of  it,  though  only  fuffi- 
cient  for  a farindioufe,  gives  a ftrong  idea  of  what  it 
once  was.  Here  the  quarry  rock  abounds  pretty  near 
the  furface,  and  from  the  church  here  fouthward  the 
Weald  begins,  the  lands  above  and  below  the  hill  be- 
ing diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of  Boughton  upland, 
and  Boughton  Weald,  in  like  manner  as  the  other  pa- 
rilhesin  the  fame  fituation.  From  the  church  fouth- 
ward the  hill  declines,  and  not  far  from  the  bottom  of 
it  is  the  village,  or  to  fay  more  properly,  the  hamlet 
of  Graflley-green,  and  not  far  from  it  Eaftwood  com- 
mon, with  another  fmaller  hamlet  of  houfes  on  the 
lower  fide  of  it.  Hence  the  pari fli  extends  over  an 
unpleafant  country,  very  flat  and  deep^  the  foil  a miry 
fliff  clay,  the  fame  in  every  particular  as  thofe  parts 
of  the  adjoining  parilhes  lafl  defcribed,  which  lie  be- 
low thefe  hills,  continuing  over  it  for  more  than  three 
miles,  till  it  joins  Hedcorne  and  Smarden,  the  whole 
being  watered  by  feveral  fmall  ftreamlets,  which  run 
into  the  larger  one  at  Hedcorne  j about  a mile  only 
from  this  boundary  of  the  parifli  is  the  fcite  of  Col- 
bridge-caftle,  the  mote  and  foundations  of  which  are 
all  that  remain  of  it. 

Dr.  Plot  mentions  in  his  MSS.  colleclions  for  a 
natural  hiftory  of  this  county,  fome  petrified  oyfter 
fhells,  being  found  at  Chillfon,  which  were  larger  than 
even  thofe  of  Cyzicum,  mentioned  in  Pliny  to  be  the 
largefl  of  any  then  known. ^ 

At  the  time  of  taking  the  general  furvey  of 
Domefday,  about  the  year  1080,  this  manor  was  held 
of  the  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  by  knights  fervice, 
and  feems  to  have  been  included  in  the  donation  which 
j®thelfl:an  Etheling  gave  by  his  will  in  10 1^,  to 
Chrill-church,  in  Canterbury,  of  lands  in  Holling- 
borne,  as  will  more  plainly  appear  by  the  following 
entry  of  it  in  that  record. 

Pliny’s  Natural  Hiftory,  lib.  32,  cap.  1. 

In 
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In  Hailhorue  hundred,  Ralph  Fitzturald  holds  Bol~ 
tone  of  the  archbijhop.  It  zvas  taxed  at  half  a fuling, 
and  lies  in  the  fix  filings  of  Holingeborne.  Fhe  arable 
land  is  one  carucaie  and  an  half.  In  demejne  there  is 
one  carucate,  and  three  villeins,  with  two  borderers  hav- 
ing one  carucate.  There  is  a church,  and  tzvo  acres  of 
meadow,  and  wood  for  the  pannage  of  fixteen  hogs.  In 
the  whole  it  is,  and  was,  worth  feparately  forty  fhillings. 

The  above  defcriptioii  plainly  relates  to  that  fmall 
part  of  this  parilh  above  or  northward  of  the  hill,  the 
othcrpartbelowitinthe  Weald, at  that  time,  being  for 
the  mold  part,  an  uncultivated  foreft,  and  part  of  the 
royal  demefnes  of  the  crown  of  England,  though 
many  grants  had  been  made  of  different  parts  of  it, 
even  at  that  time. 

The  manor  came  afterwards  into  the  pofleflion  of 
the  family  of  Malherb,  who  implanted  their  name  on 
this  parilh.  Robert  de  Malherb  held  it  in  the  reign 
of  king  John,  of  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  roll  of  knights  fees  returned  to  the  king’s 
treafurer,  in  the  twelfth  and  fhirtenth  years  of  that 
reign. 

Alicia  Malherb  polTelTed  Boughton  Malherb  manor 
in  the  beginning  of  the  next  reign  of  king  Henry  III. 

Robert  de  Gatton,  fon  of  Robert  de  Gatton,  who 
•was  one  of  the  Recognitores  Magna  Affifa,  or  judges  of 
the  great  aflife,  in  the  fecond  year  of  king  John,  and 
bore  for  his  arms,  Chequy,  or  and  azure,  died  poffeflTed 
of  this  manor  in  the  thii  ty-eighth  year  of  king  Henry 
III.  and  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  Hamo  his  fon,  who 
died  potTefled  of  it  in  the  twentieth  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward I.  holding  it  of  the  king  in  capite,  as  of  the 
honor  of  Peverel,  and  by  the  lervice  of  ward  to  the 
caftle  of  Dover,  and  by  fuit  to  the  court  of  Ofprenge 
from  three  weeks  to  three  weeks,  Hamo  his  fon, 
being  his  heir,  who  left  his  two  daughters  his  coheirs ; 
of  whom  Elizabeth  married  to  William  de  Dene,  en- 
titled her  hulband  to  the  pofleffion  of  this  manor. 

He 
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He  died  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
potiefied  of  it,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church,  as 
of  the  inheritance  of  Elizabeth  his  wife,  having,  in 
the  tenth  year  of  king  Edward  II.  obtained  a chartei 
of  free- warren  to  his  lands  here. 

His  eldeft  ion,  Thomas  de  Dene,  died  poflefled  of 
it  in  the  twenty-third  5^ear  of  king  Edward  III.  bear- 
ing for  his  arms.  Argent^  a fefs  dancette^  gules.  He 
left  by  Martha  his  wife,  daughter  of  Benedidt  Shel- 
ving, four  daughters  his  coheirs,  of  whom  Martha, 
afterwards  was  married  to  Sir  John  Goufall,  who  bore 
for  his  arms,  A plain  fhield  azure. 

Soon  after  his  death  this  manor,  by  what  means  I 
have  not  diicovered,  came  into  the  poifeifion  of  Ro- 
bert Corbie,  who  appears  to  have  built  a ftately  man- 
fion  here,  having  in  the  36th  year  of  Edward  III. 
obtained  the  king’s  licence  io  to  do,  and  to  fortify  this 
his  manor-houfe  at  Boughton  with  embattlements 
and  towers,  according  to  the  defence  of  thofe  times. 
His  fon  Robert  Corbye,  efq.  of  this  place,  kept  his 
Ihrievalty  here  in  the  8th  year  of  Richard  II.  He 
left  by  Alice,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  John  Gou- 
fall  before-mentioned,  an  only  daughter  and  heir, 
Joane,  who  carried  this  manor  in  marriage  to  Nicho- 
las Wotton,  efq.  whofe  defendants  flourifhed  in  this 
ptirilh  for  many  generations  afterw'ards,  and  for  their 
learning,  fortune,  and  honors,  at  times  when  honors 
were  really  fuch,  may  truly  be  faid  to  have  been  orna- 
ments to  their  country  in  general,  and  to  this  county 
in  particular.  Mr.  Wotton  w'as  of  the  Draper’s  com- 
pany, and  was  twice  lord-mayor  of  London,  at  which 
time  he  bore  for  his  arms,  ArgeM.,  a crofs  patee.,jitched 
at  the  foot,  fable,-  quartered  with  Corbye,  Argent,  a 
fait  ire  ingrail ed  fable,  which  arms  of  Corbye,  his  mo- 
ther’s, his  ton  bore,  in  preference  to  his  own,  as  the 
elder  branch  of  this  family,  which,  his  defendants 
continued  to  do  for  fome  time  afterwards.  Stow  fays, 
it  was  reckoned  a privilege  for  any  one,  who  had  been 
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1 1 lord-mayor  and  alderman  of  London,  not  to  ferve  the 
-j  king,  without  his  own  confent,  in  any  other  part  ot 
I the  kingdom.  Such  a matter  once  happened  in  the 
1 reign  of  Henry  VI.  for  Nicholas  Wotton,  fome  time 
j mayor  and  alderman,  living  in  Kent,  flood  upon  thi? 
^ privilege,  and  refufed  to  ferve  when  he  was  impanelled 
l with  others  before  the  judges  of  affize,  in  this  county, 
i[  upon  articles  touching  the  king’s  peace,  and  on  pre- 
I tence  of  the  liberty  of  the  city  of  London,  refufed  to 
J be  fworn.  But  this  was  held  as  a contempt,  and  he 
^ afterwards  had  his  pardon  anno  17  Henry  VI.'  He 
j retired  to  Boughton- place,  where  he  died  in  1448, 
and  was  buried  in  the  church  here.  His  grand - 
fbn.  Sir  Robert  Wotton,  was  lieutenant  of  Guifnes, 
and  comptroller  of  Calais,  where  he  died,  and 
' was  buried  in  the  church  there.  He  had  been  flieriff’ 
anno  14  Henry  VII.  and  married  Anne,  one  of  the 
fifters  and  coheirs  of  Sir  Edward  Belknap,  by  whom 
he  left  two  fons,  Edward,  his  heir,  and  Henry,  LL.  D. 
afterwards  dean  of  York  and  Canterbury,  of  whom 
more  may  be  feen  under  the  account  of  the  deans  of 
the  latter  cathedral,  in  which  he  lies  buried. 

Sir  Edward  Wotiori,  the  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded  him 
here,  who  was  treafurer  of  Calais,  and  of  the  privy 
council  to  Henry  VIII.  and  Hollingflied  fays,  the 
king  offered  to  make  him  lord  chancellor,  which, 
through  his  great  modefly,  he  refufed.  In  the  27th 
year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  he  kept  his  flirievalty  at 
Boughton-place,  and  procured  his  lands  to  be  difga- 
veiled  by  both  the  a^ls  of  the  31ft  Henry  VIII.  and 
2d  and  3d  Edward  VI.  He  died  in  1550,  being  then 
i pofTefled  of  the  manor  and  redlory  of  Boughton  Mal- 
; herb,  held  in  capite^  as  of  the  king’s  manor  of  Of- 
pringe,  the  manor  of  Colbridge,  and  the  manor  of 
Byndwardfmarfli,  together  with  other  lands  purchafed 
i;  of  Henry  VIII.  and  held  in  capitehy  knights  lervice, 

' Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  bcok  v,  p.  80. 
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with  many  other  manors  and  lands,  as  mentioned  in 
the  inquifition  then  taken. 

Thomas  Wotton,  efq.  his  elded  Ton,  fucceeded  him 
in  Boiighton-place,  where  he  redded.  He  was  clofely 
imprifoned  in  the  Fleet,  in  1553,  by  queen  Mary,  un- 
der pretence  of  his  religion,  but  really  at  the  requell 
of  his  uncle.  Dr.  Nicholas  Wotton,  on  account  of  a 
dream  he  had  had  in  France,  where  he  was  then  am- 
baflador,  and  this  in  all  likelihood  faved  Mr.  Wotton’s 
life:  for  whilft  he  was  in  prifon,  Wyat’s  rebellion 
broke  out,  in  which  he  had  mod  probably  been  con- 
cerned, had  he  not  been  confined  there.  He  was  twice 
flieriff',  and  in  July  1 573,  being  the  i6th  year  of  queen 
Elizabeth’s  reign  had  the  honor  of  entertaining  the 
queen,  with  her  whole  court,  at  his  feat  here,  in  her  pro- 
grefs  through  this  county.  Walton  fays,  that  the  queen, 
when  at  Boughton,  offered  to  knight  Mr.  Wotton,  as 
an  earned  of  fome  more  honorable  and  profitable  em- 
ployment under  her,  which  lie  declined,  being  unwil- 
ling to  change  his  country  retirement  and  recreations 
for  a courtier’s  life  j however,  it  appears  by  his  epi- 
taph, that  he  afterwards  accepted  of  that  honor.  He 
redded  here  till  his  death,  in  1387,  having  been  re- 
markable for  his  hofpitality  i a great  lover  and  much 
beloved  of  his  country,  a cheridier  of  learning,  and  be- 
fides  his  own  abilities,  pofieffed  of  a plentiful  edate,  and 
the  antient  intereft  of  his  family. 

He  was  twice  marriedj  by  his  fird  wife  he  had  .Ed- 
ward his  heir,  and  other  children ; by  his  fecond  he 
had  only  one  Ion  Henry,  afterwards  knighted,  and 
provod  of  Eton  college.* 

He  was  fucceeded  here  by  his  elded  furvi.ving  fon. 
Sir  Edward  W’^otton,  who  was  employed  by  queen 
Elizabeth,  as  her  amlDaflador,  on  leveral  occafionsj 


I 


( 


' See  .nn  account  of  his  writing's,  and  fortlier  particulars  of 
lijs  l-fc/in  Walton’s  life  of  him,  in  Wouon’s  Remains;  and  in 
Biog.  Pfit.  voJ.  vii.  p. 4339. 
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after  which  he  was  made  comptroller  of  her  houfliokl; 
reprefented  this  county  in  parliament,  and  ferved  the 
office  ol  Iheriff  in  the  36th  year  of  that  reign.  In  the 
1 ft  year  of  king  James  I. ’s  reign  he  was  created  lord 
Wotton,  baron  of  Merley,  in  this  county and  next 
year  he  was  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  it,  a privy 
counfellor,  and  afterwards  comptroller  and  treafurerof 
tlie  houffiold.  He  inclofed  the  grounds  round  his 
Jioufe  here  as  a park,  but  they  have  been  long  fince 
again  dilparked,  and  died  in  1628,  being  fucceeded  by 
Thomas,  lord  Wotton,  his  only  fon,  who  died  two 
years  afterwards.  It  has  been  obferved  that  Nicholas 
Wotton,  efq.  fon  of  Sir  Nicholas  Wotton,  byjoane, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Corbye,  bore  his  mother’s  arms 
in  preference  to  his  own,  as  his  defcendants  of  the  el- 
deft  branch  feem  to  have  done,  till  Thomas,  lord 
Wotton,  as  appears  by  his  arms  on  his  grave-ftone,  re- 
aflumed  the  arms  of  Wotton  in  his  firft .quartering 
again,  which  was  followed  by  his  four  daughters  and 
coheirs,  and  Guillim  fays,  that  a fakir e (en^ 

gr ailed)  fable,  was  borne  by  the  name  of  Wotton,  and 
was  in  effeft  confirmed  to  Edward  Wotton,  efq.  being 
allow'ed,  and  with  his  quarterings,  being  feventeen  in 
number,  marfhalled,  by  Robert  Cooke,  in  1580.  He 
left  four  daughters  his  coheirs,  Catherine,  married  to 
Henry,  lord  Stanhope,  fon  and  heir  of  Philip,  earl  of 
Chefterfield  ; Hefter,  to  Baptift  Noel,  vifcount  Cam- 
den; Margaret,  to  Sir  John  Tufton,  of  the  Mote, 
knight  and  baronet,  and  Anne,  to  Sir  Edward  Hales, 
of  Tunftal. 

On  the  partition  of  his  eftates  among  his  daughters, 
the  manor  of  Boughton,  with  the  manfion  of  Bough- 
ton-place,  and  the  advowdbn  of  the  reftory,  were, 
among  other  eftates,  allotted  to  the  eldeft  daughter,  the 
lady  Catherine,  in  whole  right  her  hufband,  Elcnry, 

‘ See  the  very  particclar  manner  of  his  creation,  vol.iii. 
p.  240,  and  in  Harl.  MSS.  No.  6166-15,  among  which  MSS. 
are  many  pedigrees  and  papers  relating  to  this  family. 
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lord  Stanhope,  became  poflefl'ed  of  them.  He  was  de- 
fcended  from  anceftors  feated  in  early  times  in  the 
county  of  Nottingham,  where  they  flourilhed  with 
much  eininence  and  renown,  bearing  for  their  arms, 
quarterly,  Ermine  and  gtdes.  After  a iuccelHan  of 
many  generations  of  them,  Michael  Stanhope  became 
the  heir  male  of  this  family  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
whole  grandfon.  Sir  John  Stanhope,  was  firft  of  Shel- 
ford,  and  afterwards  of  Elvafton,  in  Derbyfliire,  where 
he  died  in  16 1 1,  leaving  by  his  firfl;  wife,  one  fon  Phi- 
lip ; by  his  lecond  wife  he  had  feveralfons  and  daugh- 
ters ; of  whom.  Sir  John,  the  eldeld,  was  feated  at 
Elvafton,  from  whom  the  prefent  earl  of  Harrington 
is  defcended.  Sir  Philip  Stanhope,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir 
John,  was,  anno  14  James  I.  1616,  created  lord  Stan- 
hope of  Shelford,  and  afterwards  in  162S  Earl  of  Chef- 
terfield.  Continuing  ftedfaft  in  his  loyalty  to  the  king, 
his  houfe  was  by  florm  burnt  to  the  ground,  and  the 
earl  being  taken  prifoner  at  Litchfield,  endured  a long 
confinement,  and  died  in  1656.  By  his  firft  wife  he 
had  eleven  fons  and  four  daughters,  of  the  former, 
Henry,  the  fecond,  but  eldeft  furviving  fon,  married 
Katherine,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas,  lord  Wot- 
ton,  and  pefiefied  Boughton  Malherb  as  before-men- 
tioned. 

He  died  in  the  life-time  of  his  father  in  1635,  leav- 
ing his  wife  furviving,  and  one  fon,  Philip,  then  a year 
old.  The  lady  Catherine  Stanhope,  on  her  hufband’s 
death,  became  again  poifefled  in  her  own  right  of  this 
eftate,  among  the  rtft  of  her  inheritance,  and  was  after 
wards  created  countefs  of  Chcfterfield,  to  hold  during 
her  life  She  had  before  the  death  of  king  Charles  I. 
remarried  John  Vanden  Kerkhoven,  lord  of  Henulflet 
in  Holland,  by  whom  fhe  had  a fon  Charles  Henry 
Kerkhoven,  who  was,  by  reafon  of  his  mother’s  dc- 
feent,  created  lord  Wotton,  baron  Wotton  of  Bough- 
ton  Malherb,  and  wa=  naturalized.  He  was  likewife 
created  carl  of  Bellamont  in  Ireland,  and  bore  for  his 
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arms,  Argent^  three  hearts  gules.  He  died  y. />.  having 
redded  at  Boughton-phice,  and  was  buried  in  Canter- 
bury cathedral  in  1683,  having  by  his  will  given  this, 
among  the  reft  of  his  eftates,  to  his  nephew  Charles 
Stanhope,  younger  Ton  of  his  half  -brother  Philip,  then 
earl  ot  Chefterfield  ; remainder  to  Philip,  lord  Stan- 
hope, eldeft  fon  and  heir  apparent  of  his  brocher  ; re- 
mainder to  his  brother  Philip,  earl  of  Chefterfield, 
with  divers  remainders  over,  in  tail  male. 

Charles  Stanhope,  efq.  upon  this  changed  his  fur- 
name  to  W otton,  being  the  laft  of  this  family  who  re- 
dded at  Boughton-place,  where  he  died  in  1704,  J.  p. 
Upon  which  this  eftate  came  by  the  above  entail  to 
Philip,  lord  Stanhope,  his  elder  brother,  who  on  his 
father’s  death  in  1 7 1 3,  fucceeded  as  earl  of  Cheftcr- 
field,  and  died  in  1726.  Fdis  eldeft  fon  Philip  Dor- 
mer Stanhope,  earl  of  Chefterfield,  became  remarkable 
for  the  brilliancy  of  his  wit,  and  the  politenefs  of  his 
manners.  He  was  an  eminent  ftatefinan,  and  much  in 
favor  with  king  George  I.  and  II.  who  conferred  on 
him  from  time  to  time  feveral  offices  and  trufts  of  ho- 
nor and  advantage,  in  all  which  he  fhewed  his  eminent 
abilities  and  public  fpirit,  whenever  the  intereft  and  ho- 
nor of  his  country  was  concerned,  but  at  length  his 
health  declining,  he  retired  from  all  public  bufinefs. 
However,  before  this  period  he  pafted  away  this  ma- 
nor, with  the  Icite  of  Boughton-place,  and  the  advow- 
fon  of  the  reeftory  appendant  to  the  manor,  and  all  the 
reft:  of  the  Wotton  eftates  in  this  part  of  the  county,  by 
the  defeription  of  the  heriotabic  manor  of  Bodlon,  alias 
Boughton  Malherbe,  the  manors  of  Burfeombe,  War- 
dens, alias  Egerton,  Southerdon,  Colbridge,  Marley, 
alias  Marleigh,  Sturry,  Eaft  Farborne,  Holmill,  alias 
Harrietfham,  and  Fill,  in  1750,  to  Galfridus  Mann, 
efq.  of  London.  This  family  is  defeended  from  an- 
ceftors  feated  at  Ipfwich,  in  Suffolk,  of  whom  Edward 
Mann,  efq.  was  comptroller  of  the  cuftoms  at  that 
place,  who  bore  for  his  arms.  Sable  on  a fejs  counter- 
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embattled,  between  three  ^cuts  pajjant  argent,  ns  manf 
cgrejjes ; which  was  confirmed  to  him  by  Byfne,  cla- 
rencicux,  in  1692.  His  defcendant,  Robert  Mann, 
was  of  London,  and  afterwards  of  Linton,  m this 
county,  cfq.  who  died  in  1752,  leaving  five  fons  and 
three  daughters,  Edward  Louifa,  the  eldeft  Ibn,  was  of 
Linton,  efq.  where  he  died  unmarried  in  1775,  and 
was  fucceeded  in  his  eftates  in  this  county  by  his  bro- 
ther, Sir  Horatio  Mann,  bart.  and  K.  B.  who  was  the 
fecond  Ton,  and  was  many  years  refident  at  Florence,  as 
envoy  extraordinary.  On  March  3,  J755,  lie  was 
created  a baronet,  to  him  and  his  heirs  male,  and  in 
default  of  fuch  ilfue,  to  his  brother  Galfridus,  and  his 
heirs  male,  he  died  unmarried  in  1786,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded in  title  and  efiatc  by  his  nephew  Sir  Horace 
Mann,  whofe  father  was  Galfridus,  the  third  fon,  who 
was  purchafer  of  Boughton  manor,  as  before-men- 
tioned. Of  the  daughters  of  Robert  Mann,  Eleanor 
married  Sir  John  Torriano,  of  London,  mercliant,  by 
whom  file  had  ilTue ; Mary  married  Benjamin  Hatley 
Foote,  efq.“  and  Catherine  married  the  Rev.  Francis 
, Hender  Foote.  Galfridus  Mann,  efq.  died  polTcffcd 
of  this  eftatein  1756,  leaving  by  Sarah  his  wife,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Gregory,  of  London,  one  fon,  Horatio, 
and  three  daughters,  viz.  Alice,  married  to  Mr.  Ap- 
thorpe  i Sarah,  who  died  unmarried  j Catherine,  mar- 
ried to  the  hon.  and  Rev.  Dr.  Cornwallis  now  bifhop 
of  Litchfield,  next  brother  to  marquis  Cornwallis,  and 
Eleanor,  married  to  Thomas  Powis,  lord  Lilford. 

Horatio  Mann,  efq.  fucceeded  his  father  in  thepof- 
felTion  ol  this  eflate,  of  which  he  is  the  prefent  owner. 
He  was  afterwards  knighted,  being  then  Filed  Sir  Ho- 
race Mann,  to  diFinrjuilh  him  from  his  uncle  Sir  Ho- 
ratio,  on  whole  death  he  fucceeded  him  in  the  title  of 
baronet.  He  has  been  twice  M.  P.  for  MaidFone,  as 
he  is  now  for  the  town  and  port  of  Sandwich.  He  raar^ 

**  See  Linton,  vol.  iv.  of  this  hipLory,  p.  368. 
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Tied  in  1765  lady  Lucy  Noel,  lifter  of  Thomas,  earl 
of  Gainlborough,  who  died  at  Nice  in  1778,  by  whom 
he  has  three  daughters,  Lucy,  Emely,  and  Harriot,  the 
eldeft  of  whom  is  married  to  James  Mann,  elq.  of 
Linton -places  the  fecond  to  Robert  Heron,  efq,  of 
Lincolnfhire. 

Wormfell  has  always  been  counted  as  an  appendage 
I to  the  manor  of  Bonghton. 

Coleridge  antiently  called  Coleivehregges,  is  an 
eminent  manor  in  this  parilh,  the  manfion  of  which, 
called  Colbridge-cafile,  flood  below'  the  hill  towards 
Egerton,  conhderablc  remains  of  its  former  flrength 
being  vifible  in  the  ruins  of  it,  even  at  this  time  ; and 
the  report  of  the  country  is,  that  the  flones  and  other 
materials  of  this  ruined  manfion  were  made  ufe  of, 
ages  ago,  to  build  Boughton-place. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  this  place  was  in 
the  pofleftion  of  the  family  of  Peyforer ; one  of  whom, 
Fulk  de  Peyforer,  obtained  a charter  of  free-warren 
for  his  lands'at  Colewebrugge  in  the  32d  year  of  king 
Edward  1.'"  and  he  had  licence  in  the  7th  year  of  the 
next  reign  of  king  Edward  IL  to  embattle,  that  is, 
to  build  and  fortify  in  acaflle-like  manner,  his  man- 
fion here.  Soon  after  which  it  feems  to  have  pafled 
into  the  family  of  Leyborne,  who  had  long  before  this 
pofleflions  in  this  parifli,  and  William  de  Clinton, 
carl  of  Huntingdon,  hufband  to  Juliana,  daughter  of 
Thomas  de  Leyborne,  di.  d pofletled  of  it  in  the  28th 
year  of  king  Edward  III.  She  furvived  him,  and 
afterwards  became  again  pofietfed  of  it  in  her  own 
right,  and  continued  fo  at  her  death,  anno  41  Ed- 
W'ard  III.  when  there  being  found  no  one  who  could 
claim  confanguinity  to  her,  this  manor,  among  the 
reft  of  her  eftates,  efeheated  to  the  crown,  where  it 
remained  till  the  beginning  of  king  Richard  IPs.  reign, 

I when  it  became  vefled  in  John,  Duke  of  Lancafter, 

! and  other  feoffees  in  truft,  for  the  performance  of 

■ " Ron  Cart,  ejus  an.  No.  18.  Pat.  Rolls  in  the  Tower. 

D d 4 certain 
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certain  religious  bequefts  in  the  will  of  Edward  III. 
then  lately  deceafed.  In  confequence  of  which, 
the  king  afterwards,  in  his  2 ill  year,  granted  it, 
among  other  premifes,  to  the  dean  and  canons 
of  St.  Stephen’s  college  in  Weftminfter,  for  ever,  for 
the  performance  of  the  religious  purpofes  therein 
mentioned,  and  in  part  of  the  exoneration  of  the  fum 
of  500I.  to  be  taken  at  his  treafury  till  he  fliould  in 
fuch  manner  provide  for  them. 

In  which  lituation  this  manor  continued  till  the 
I ft  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  when  an  acft  pafling  for 
the  furrendry  of  all  free  chapels,  chantries,  &c.  this, 
among  others,  was  foon  afterwards  diflblved,  and  the 
lands  and  poflefilons  of  it  were  furrendered  into  the 
king’s  hands,  at  which  time  it  appears  to  have  been 
in  the  tenure  of  William  Hudfon,  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  81. 13s.4d.  The  year  after  which,  the  king  granted 
it  to  Sir  Edward  Wotton,  to  hold  in  capite^  who  died 
pofleffed  of  it  in  the  5th  year  of  that  reign,  holding  it 
in  manner  as  above  mentioned.  After  which,  it 
pafled  through  the  like  fucceftion  of  ownerlhip  as 
Boughton  manor  before  defcribed,  down  to  Philip 
Dormer  Stanhope,  earl  of  Chefterfield,  who  in  1750 
I'old  it,  with  the  reft  of  the  Wotton  eftates  in  this  part 
of  the  county,  to  Galfridus  Mann,  efq.  whofe  only  fon 
Sir  Horace  Mann,  bart.  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr  of  it. 

Chilson,  or  Chiljhn^  is  a manor,  fituated  in  the 
borough  of  Sand  way,  at  the,  north-weft  boundary  of 
this  parifh,  which  croffes  the  middle  of  this  houfe,the 
eaftern  part  of  which  is  in  the  pariih  of  Lenham,  lath 
of  Shipway,  and  eaftern  divifion  of  this  county.  It 
was  antiently  called  Childefton,  and  was  in  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  I.  part  of  the  pofleffions  of  William 
Fitz-Hamon,  as  appears  by  the  regifter  of  the  neigh- 
bouring priory  of  Ledes.  After  which  it  became  the 
property  of  the  family  of  Hoefe,  afterwards  called 
Hufl'ey.  Henry  Hoefe  or  Huffey  had  a charter  of 
free-warren  for  his  manor  of  Childerfton  in  the  55th 

year 
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year  of  king  Henry  III.  -before  which  he  had  taken 
an  active  part  with  the  rebellious  barons  againlt  that 
king.  He  died  in  the  i8th  year  of  king  Edward  I. 
leaving  by  Joane  his  wife,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Alard  Fleming,  and  niece  of  that  noted  pluralift  John 
Maunlell,  provoft  of  Beverly,  &c.  Henry  Hufl'ee  his 
fon  and  heir,  who,  in  the  23d  year  of  that  reign,  had 
fummons  to  Parliament,  as  he  had  likewife  in  all  the 
fucceeciing  ones  of  it,  and  of  the  next  of  king  F>d- 
ward  II  in  whofe  defcendants  it  continued  down  to 
Henry  Hufley,who  in  the  31ft  year  of  Henry  Vlllths. 
reign,  procured  his  lands  to  be  difgavelled  by  the 
general  aft  pafTed  that  year,  and  afterwards  tranfmitted 
it  by  fale  to  John  Parkhurft,  whofe  defcendant  Sir  Wil- 
liam Parkhurft  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Richard  North  wood, 
of  Dane-court,  in  Thanet,  whofe  eldeft  fon  Alexander 
Northwood,  or  Norwood,  as  he  was  iifually  called, 
was  of  St.  Stephen’s,  near  Canterbury,  and  fucceeded 
his  father  in  this  manor,  which  he  fold  foon  after  the 
death  of  king  Charles  I.  to  Cleggat,  and  he  again  fold 
it  to  Mr.  Manley,  of  London,  who  quickly  afterwards 
alienated  it  to  Edward  Hales,  efq.  who  was  the  fon  of 
Samuel  Hales,  a younger  fon  of  Sir  Edward  Hales, 
created  a baronet  in  1611.  He  afterwards  refided  ac 
Chilfton,  and  died  in  1696,  leaving  his  three  daughters 
his  coheirs,  viz.  Thomafine,  wife  of  Gerard  Gore, 
gent.^  Elizabeth  Hales,  and  Frances,  wife  of  William 
Glanville,efq.'of  London,  who  in  1698  joined  in  the 
conveyance  of  this  manor,  with  other  eftates  in  this  p.i- 
rifh  and  neighbourhood,  to  the  hon.  Elizabeth  Hamil- 
ton, the  eldeft  daughter  of  John  lord  Colepeper,  and 
widow  of  James  Hamilton,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon  of  Sir 
George  Hamilton,  of  Tyrone,  in  Ireland. 

She  refided  at  Chilfton,  and  dying  here  in  1709,  was 
buried  in  Hollingborne  church,  leaving  two  Ions  fur- 
viving ; James,  earl  of  Abercorn,  and  William  Ha- 
milton, efq.  to  the  latter  of  whom  fhe  gave  by  her  will 
this  manor,  with  her  other  eftates  in  this  county.  He 

refided 
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rcfided  at  Chilfton,  and  died  poffelfed  of  it  in  1737,'  j 
leaving  by  Margaret  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Colepeper,  of  Hoilingbornc,  fourfons  and  one  daugh- 
ter; of  whom,  John  Hamilton,  efq.  the  eldefb,  fuc- 
ceeded  him  at  Chilflon,  where  he  refided  and  inclofed 
the  ground  round  it  for  a park,  beftowing  much  coft 
on  the  improvement  both  of  the  houfe  and  grounds 
adjoining  to  it.  He  kept  his  (hrievaky  here  in  1719,  | 

and  afterwards  with  the  concurrence  of  his  eldcft  fon 
William,  joined  in  the  fale  of  this  eftate  to  Thomas  ! 
Beft,  efq.  the  eidefl:  fon  of  Mawdiflley  Bek,  efq.  of 
Boxley,  who  refided  at  Chilflon,  the  manfion  of  which 
he  rebuilt,  and  made  other  very  confiderable  improve- 
ments to  the  park,  and  grounds.  He  died  in  1795, 

J.  p.  having  married  Caroline,  daughter  of  George 
Scott,  efq.  of  Scott’s  hall,  who  died  in  1782,  and  by 
his  will  gave  this  among  his  other  eftates  to  his  nephew 
George,  tlie  youngeft  fon  of  his  brother  James  Bed, 
elq.  of  Boxley  and  Chatham,  who  now  relides  here, 

He  was  M.  P.  for  Rocheker  in  the  lak  parliament.  I 
and  in  1784  married  Caroline,  daughter  of  Edward 
Scott,  elq.  of  Scott’s-hall,  by  whom  he  has  feveral 
childien. 

The  tythes  of  the  manor  of  Chilkon,  or  Childef- 
ton,w'ere  given  to  the  priory  of  Leeds  foon  after  the 
foundation  of  it,  by  William  Fitz-Hamon,  the  owner 
of  it ; viz.  in  corn,  fruit,  hay  fowls,  calves,  flax,  pan- 
nage, cheefes,  pigs,  and  in' all  other  things  which  be- 
longed to  the  demefne,  to  Edwin  de  Bletchindenne, 
with  his  tenancy,  to  hold  as  freely  as  he  ever  held  it.* 

This  portion  of  tit  lies  remained  part  of  the  poflef- 
flons  of  the  priory  till  the  dilfolution  of  it  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  VI  i I.  when  it  was  furrendered  into  the  king’s 
hands,  among  other  ekates  belonging  to  it.  After 
which  the  king,  by  his  dotation  charter  in  his  33d  year 

* Regilt,  of  Leeds  abbey,  fol.  2,  p,  2,  I.  16.  See  the  con- 
firmations of  it  in  the  fame  regifter. 


fettled 
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fettled  this  portion  of  tithes  on  his  new-founded  dean 
and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  who  now  poflefs  the  inheri- 
tance of  it,  George  Beft,  efq.  of  Chilfton,  is  the  pre- 
fent  lefice  of  it. 

On  the  intended  diflbliition  of  deans  and  chapters, 
after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  thefe  tithes  were  fur- 
veyed  in  1649,  by  order  of  the  ftate  j when  it  was  re- 
turned, that  this  portion  confided  of  all  the  tithes  of 
corn,  grain,  hay,  wool,  lambs,  calves,  and  other  fpiri- 
tual  obventions  and  duties,  arifing  out  of  the  manor  or 
Chilfton,  in  Bough  ton  Malherbe  and  Lenham,  ot  the 
yearly  improved  value  of  fourteen  pounds,  w'hich  pre- 
mifes  were  let  by  the  dean  and  chapter,  anno  15 
Charle:  I-  to  Richard  Norwood,  efq.  for  twenty-one 
years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  ten  (hillings,  fo  that  there 

remained  the  clear  yearly  rent  of  13k 

Bewley  is  a manor  in  this  parifli,  oi  confiderable 
repute,  extending  itfelf  into  the  parifti  of  Harrietlhanm 
It  was  antiently  called  Boiighley,  and  was  part  of  thole 
poirelhons  which  William  the  Conqueror  gave  to  his 
half-brother  Odo,  bihiop  of  Baieux  ; under  the  genentl 
title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus  entered  in  Domefday  : 

Adam  Fit'zhnbert  bolds  of  the  bipop  of  Baieux,  Bo- 
velei.  It  'was  taxed  at  tzvo  filings.  The  arable  land  is 
nvo  cavucates  and  an  half.  In  demefne  there  is  one  ca- 
Yucate,  and  t wo '■Ji Heins,  with  two  borderers  having  half 
a carucate.  There  is  a church,  and  four  ferv ants,  and 
one  mill  of  five  fjillings,  and  fix  acres  of  meadoiv.  Wood 
for  the  pannage  of  tzventy  hogs. 

After  which  there  follows  another  entry,  importing, 
that  of  this  fame  manor  one  tenant  named  Adam  held  one 
fulin^,  called  Merlea,  of  which  a further  account  will 
be  given,  under  the  defeription  of  Marley,  in  the  ad* 

ioining  paridi  of  Harrietfham. 

, On  the  bifhop  of  Baieux’s  difgrace  in  1084,  al  his 
i pofieffions  were  confifeated  to  the  crown  ; after  which 
this  manor  appears  to  have  becorne  the  property  ot 
! Eudo  Dapifer,  and  afterwards  of  Philip  de  Lcleburnc, 


412  £YH0RNE  hundred. 

or  Leyburne,  whole  defcendanc  Robert  de  T.eiburne 
held  it  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  in  which  name 
it  continued  till  it  was  alienated  to  Tregoze,^  one  of 
whom,  Thomas  Tregoze,  held  it  in  the  beginning  of 
king  Edward  III.’s  reign,  in  the  5th  year  of  which  he 
obtained  a charter  of  free  warren  for  his  lands  at  Bog- 
geleye.  John  Tregoze  died  poflefled  of  this  manor  in 
the  5th  year  of  Henry  IV.  but  it  did  not  remain  long 
in  that  name  •,  for  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  it  was 
become  the  property  of  Goldwell,  from  whence  it  was 
alienated  to  Atwater,  of  Lenham,  from  whence  by 
Joane,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Robert  Atwater,  of 
Royton,  in  that  parilh,  it  went  in  marriage  to  Hum- 
phry Hales,  efq.  of  the  Dungeon,  in  Canterbury,  who 
had  a numerous  ilTue  by  her.  He  was  fucceeded  in  it 
by  his  eldefl;  fon  Sir  James  Hales,  of  the  Dungeon, 
whofe  fon  Cheney  Hales,  efq.  of  the  Dungeon,  palled 
it  away  to  his  kinfman  John  Hales,  efq.  eldeft  fon  of 
Sir  Edward  Hales,  created  a baronet  in  1611.  He 
I parted  with  it  to  his  brother  Mr.  Samuel  Hales,  whole 
fon  Edward  Hales,  efq.  of  Chilllon,  fucceeded  him  in 
it.  Since  which  it  has  palTed  in  like  manner  as  Chilfton, 
before  deferibed,  down  to  George  Bell,  efq.  of  Chil- 
llon, the  prefent  polTeflbr  of  it. 

The  tithes  of  this  manor  were  given  by  Eudo 
Dapifer  to  Anfchetill,  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  who 
afterwards,  with  the  confent  of  Eudo,  granted  them  to 
the  priory  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Rocheller.  Thefe  tithes 
were  afterwards  confirmed  to  the  priory  on  the  pay- 
ment annually  of  five  Ihillings  to  the  monks  of  Col- 
cheller.  Henry  de  Leiburne,  polTefibr  of  this  manor, 
having  infpefted  the  charters  of  his  ancellors,  con- 
firmed thefe  tithes  in  pure  alms  to  the  church  of  St. 
Andrew,  and  the  monks  of  Rocheller. 


Sec  an  account  of  this  family  in  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  61^. 

This 
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This  portion  of  tithes  remained  with  the  priory  till 
the  diflblution  of  it,  in  the  3 2d  year  of  Henry  VIII. 
when  it  was,  among  the  reft  of  the  pofleflions  of  that 
monaftery,furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  who  in  his 
33d  year  fettled  them,  by  his  dotation  charter,  on  his 
new-ere(5ted  dean  and  chapter  of  Rocheftcr,  part  of 
whole  inheritance  they  remain  at  this  time.  George 
Beft,  eiq.  of  Chilfton,  is  the  prefent  Icftee  of  the-m. 

On  the  intended  diflblution  of  deans  and  chapters, 
foon  after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  this  portion  was 
furveyed,  by  order  of  the  ftate.  In  1649  ; when  it  was 
returned,  that  thefe  tithes  arofe  out  of  the  manor  of 
Bugley,  together  with  the  tithe  of  the  mill,  called  Bug- 
ley-mill,  of  the  Improved  yearly  value  of  nine  pounds, 
which  premifes  were  let  by  the  dean  and  chapter  in  the 
I oth  year  of  Charles  I.  to  Samuel  Hales,  efq.  for  twenty- 
one  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  two  quarters  of  malt 
heaped,  and  one  capon,  or  two  (hillings  in  money  ; fo 
there  remained  clear  the  rent  of  5I.  14s.  per  annum. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities.  The  poor  con- 
ftantly  relieved  are  about  forty,  cafually  twenty-five. 

Boughton  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and  deanr^ 
of  Charing. 

The  church  is  a handfome  building,  with  a fquare 
tower  fteeple  at  the  weft  end.  The  infideof  it  is  much 
ornamented  by  the  fcveral  monuments  of  the  Wotton, 
family,  moft  of  whom  lie  buried  in  itj  but  there  was  one 
of  them,  a large  pyramid  of  black  marble,  fupported 
by  three  lions  couchant,  on  a deep  bafe,  ereefted  to  the 
memory  of  Henry,  lord^  Stanhope,  his  widow  lady  Ca- 
therine, countefs  of  Chefterfield,  her  third  hiifband  Da- 
niel O’Neal,  and  feveral  of  her  children,  which  was  in- 
judicioufly  placed  juft  within  the  altar  rails  eaftw'ard, 
and  filled  up  almoft  the  whole  fpace  of  it,  but  has 
lately  been  taken  down  to  make  room  for  an  altar  and 
railing.  In  the  fouth  chancel  there  is  a very  antient 
figure  in  Betherfden  marble  of  a man  in  armour  lying 
crofs-legged  with  his  fliield  and  fword.  It  lies  on  the 

pavement, 
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pavement,  and  feems  to  have  been  removed  from  fomc 
other  part  of  the  ehurch.  On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
chancel  is  the  figure  of  a woman,  full  as  antient  as  the 
former,  and  of  the  like  marble,  but  fixed  in  the  pave- 
ment, thefe  mod:  probably  were  in  memory  of  one  of 
the  family  of  Peyforer  and  his  wife. 

The  families  of  Hales  and  Hamilton,  both  of  Chil- 
fton,  and  all  their  children,  were  chriftened  and  married 
in  Boughton  church,  but  were  all  buried  from  time  to 
time  in  Lenham  church. 

The  churcii  of  Boughton  has  always  been  efteemed 
as  an  appendage  to  the  manor,  and  as  fuch  is  now  thc' 
property  of  Sir  Plorace  Mann,  bart.  In  1578  there  1 
were  one  hundred  and  eight  communicants  here. 

This  rectory  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
13I.  15s.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  7s.  6d. 

In  1640  it  was  valued  at  feventy  pounds.  Commu- 
nicants one  hundred  and  ninety-feven. 

CHURCH  OF  BOUGHTON  MJLHERB. 

PATRONS, 

Pr  by  ivhom  Jiyefenied,  rectors. 

Lords  of  Boughton  manor.  Chrijloliher  Porter^  in  1494. 

Richard  Elmjlone,  obt.  1611. 

Robert  Barrell,  A.  M.  June  21, 

16 1 r. 

Lewis  Morgan j obt. 

Lionel  Sharfe^  S.  T.  P.  obt. 
Jan.  1 , 1630.* 

Thomas  Johnfon,  1653.  ' 

Robert  Ellis,  A M.  0£l.  24, 
1661,  obt.  1673. 

Michael  Stanhope,  A.  M.  March 
12,  1675,  obt.  Sept.  1724.* 

Richard  Otway,  1 724,  obt.‘ 
1750. 

Francis  Hendcr  Foote^  LL.  B. 
January  1751,  obt.  Jan.  27, 

1 773-'’ 

* He  lies  buried  in  thii  church.  ^ He  had  his  degree  of  LL.  B. 

« And  rtAor  ot  Eaft  Langton,  in  conferred  on  him  by  thc  archbifhop, 
Yorklhire.  He  lies  buried  in  this  and  held  Linton  with  this  reAory  by 
church.  ■»»rtuc  of  it. 


PATRONS, 


BOUGHTON 
patrons,  Cs’c. 
hauls  of  Bough  tan  jnanor . 


c Dean  of  Canterbury, and  re^or  of 
Wrotbam,  and  next  brother  to  mar- 
quis Ciirnvvallis.  He  is  now  bilhop  of 
Lichlicld* 
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RECTORS. 

James  Cornwallis,  S.  T.  P, 

• 773.  •779-" 

Ethuard  Beckitigliam  Benfon,  B. 

A.  1 779,  rciig.  1782.‘' 

Robert  Foote,  A.  iVJ.  the  prefent 
reftorA 

Afterwards  reAor  of  Deal, 
e In  1795  made  a prebendary  ; and 
in  1797  canon  rcfidtfniiary  of  Lich- 
field.- 


— — •••♦I  — 

L E N H A M. 

NORTHWARD  from  Boughton  Malherb,  dofe 
at  the  foot  of  the  chalk-hiils,  lies  Lenham,  written  in 
the  book  of  Domefday,  Lerham  and  Leriham,  no 
doubt  corruptly  for  Leanhatn,  by  which  name  it  is 
called  in  meft  of  the  anrienc  charters  and  deeds,  as 
well  before  as  fince  that  time.  It  takes  its  name  from 
the  dream  which  rifes  in  it,  and  haniy  which  fignifies  a 
town  or  village. 

The  wejlern  part  of  this  paridi  is  In  the  lath  of' 
Aylesford,  hundred  of  Eyhorne,  and  the  zvejiern  divl- 
fion  of  this  county^  that  is  ail  of  it  which  lies  weft  ward 
of  a line  drawn  from  the  centre  of  Chilfton-houfe, 
northward  to  the  eaft  end  of  the  church,  and  thence  to 
Warren-ftreet,  on  the  fummitof  the  chalk  hills. 

I'he  refidue  of  it,  including  that  part  of  it  Called 
Eaft  Lenham,  is  in  the  lath  of  Shipway,  and  hundred 
of  Calehill,  and  the  eaftern  divifion  of  the  county. 

The  parish  of  Lenham  is  of  large  extent,  being 
upwards  of  five  miles  in  length  from  eaft  to  weft,  and 
four  in  breadth  from  north  to  fouth,  where  it  encom- 
pafies  the  whole  width  of  the  valley  from  the  chalk 
to  the  quarry  hills.  However  healthy  it  may  be  it  is 
far  from  being  a pleafant  fituation,  owing  to  its  unto- 
ward  foil,  which  towards  the  fouth  and  weft  is  mollly 
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a deep  fand  ; near  the  foot  of  the  chalk  hills  a cludgy 
chalk  mixed  with  flints,  the  whole  a poor  unfertile 
country,  the  fields  of  which  are  in  general  large,  hav- 
ing but  few  trees  round  them,  and  thofe  of  a ftunted 
unthriving  afpe<51: ; above  thefe  hills  northward  is 
Downe-court  and  VVarren-flreet,  beyond  which  the  pa- 
rifli  extends  more  than  a mile,  as  far  as  Afhden  and 
Syndal,  in  the  valley  between  Hollingborne  and  Dod- 
dington,  a poor  country  and  a flinty  barren  foil. 

The  town  of  Lenham  flands  in  the  valley  between 
the  quarry  and  chalk  hills,  which  is  here  about  two 
miles  wide,  rather  nearer  the  latter,  in  a damp  and 
moift  fituation,  owing  to  the  fprings  which  rife  near  it, 
of  which  further  mention  will  be  made  hereafter.  It 
is  rather  a dull  and  unfrequented  place,  and  of  but  little 
traffic,  in  ffiort  I cannot  give  a better  defeription  of 
it  than  in  the  words  of  the  inhabitants  themfelves,  who, 
on  travellers  paffing  through  it,  and  enquiring  if  it  is 
Lenham,  in  general  make  anfwer,  “ Ah^  Sir^  poor 
Lenham," 

The  church  flands  at  the  fouth  end  of  it,  and  being 
weflward  of  the  line  which  feparates  the  tw'o  divifions 
of  the  county,  the  town  itfelf,  as  well  as  the  pariffi,  is 
efleemed  to  belong  to  Well  Kent,  and  all  the  parifh 
bufinefs  is  tranfafted  at  the  Maidflone  feffions  accord- 
ingly ; the  market,  which  was  granted  to  the  abbot  of 
St.  Augufline’s,  as  has  been  mentioned  before,  to  be 
held  within  his  manor  here,  has  been  difeontinued 
many  years,  but  in  1757  there  was  an  attempt  made 
to  revive  it  for  the  buying  and  felling  of  corn,  and 
other  fuch  commodities,  and  it  was  ordered  by  the  lord 
of  the  manor  to  be  held  on  a Friday  weekly,  but  I am 
informed  it  has  been  but  little  reforted  to.  The  fair, 
which  has  been  mentioned  as  having  been  granted 
like  wife  to  the  abbot,  is  now  held  yearly  by  the  altera- 
tion of  the  ftile  on  June  6,  for  horfes  and  cattle,  and 
there  is  another  fair  held  on  Odlober  23,  for  the  like 
purpofe.  A market  is  likewife  held  at  Sandway,  in 

this 
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this  parifh,  for  bullocks,  upon  every  Tuefday  after 
Allhallows-day,  Nov.  i,  until  Chriftmas. 

Near  the  foot  of  the  chalk  hills  lie  the  three  eftates 
of  Shelve, on  the  oppofite  or  ibuthern  part  of  the  parifn, 
where  the  foil  is  moftly  a barren  fand,  there  are 
feveral  fmall  heaths  or  foftalls  j through  this  part  of  the 
parifli  the  high  road  from  Albford  runs  over  Lenham, 
formerly  called  Royton  heath,  and  by  Ciiilfton  park 
pales  and  Sandway,  over  Bigon-heath,  towards  Leeds 
caftle  and  Maidftone;  fouthward  of  this  heath  the  parifli 
extends  weftvvard,  taking  within  its  bounds  the  eflate 
of  Ham,  the  houfe  of  which  has  been  rebuilt  in  a 
handfome  manner  within  thefe  few  years,  and  thence 
Ibuthward  to  Runham-place,  Platt-heath,  and  Lever* 
ton-ftreet,  at  the  boundary  of  it,  near  the  quarry  hills, 
where  it  joins  to  Boughton  Malherb. 

The  weftern  and  fouth-eaft  parts  of  this  parifli  are 
watered  by  two  feveral  ftreams,  for  at  the  eaftern  ex- 
tremity of  the  town  of  Lenham,  at  Streetwell,  there 
rifes  a fpring,  which  is  accounted  the  head  of  the  river 
Stour,  which  flowing  from  thence  fouthward  by  Roy- 
ton-chapel,  at  about  a mile  diftance  from  its  rife,  re- 
ceives into  its  ftream  two  other  fmall  ones  from  the 
north-weft,  which  rife  in  the  grounds  at  Ghilfton,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  each  other,  and  then  flowing  in  one 
ftream  through  the  hamlet  of  Water-ftreet  fouth-eaft- 
ward,  it  turns  a mill  in  its  way  to  Little  Chart,  and  fo 
goes  on  in  its  way  to  Afliford  and  Canterbury. 

A head  of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  river  Medway 
likewife  rifes  at  Ewell,  adjoining  to  BigOn-heath,  in 
the  weftern  part  of  this  parifli,  whence  it  is  frequently 
called  the  river  Len ; from  hence  this  ftream  directs 
its  courfe  firfl.iveftward,  then  northward  by  R unham, 
and  fo  on  to  Holme  mill  in  Harriexfliam,  in  its  way  to- 
wards Leeds-caftle  and  the  main  river  at  Maidftone. 

Lenham  has  been  fuppofed  by  feveral  of  our  learned 
antiquaries,  among  whom  are  Camden,  Lambarde, 
and  Gale,  to  have  been  the  Roman  ftation,  mentioned 
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’n  the  2d  her  of  Antohine,  by  the  riame  of  Duroh’&um^ 
corruptly,  as  they  fay,  for  Dtirolenuni'^  and  the  latter, 
in  the  Britifh  lan^iage,  fignifying  the  ’water  Lohmy 
induced  them,  together  with  the  fituation,  to  conjec- 
ture this  place  to  nave  been  that  ftacion. 

And 'Camden  is  further  cohfirmed  in  this  opinion^ 
frOtrl  dlis  place  being  fitita'tedon  a circt'ilar  way  of  thtfc 
R'omaiis,  tvhich  formerly,  as  Higden  'of  Cheifter  af- 
finns.  Went  frorii  Dover  through  the  middle  of  Kentd 

I'he  aqua  Lena,  or  the  fprihg  at  Streetvvell  hei’e,  fo 
called  perhaps  from  the  Jlrata  of  the  Romans,  which 
led  hither,  is  thoiight  to  have  be^n  meant  by  thte  water 
Lenurriy  and  that  this,  might  give  name  to  this  fta- 
tion  ; and  indeed  I^oman  remains  have  beeri  frOrn  time 
to  time  difcovered  from  Kefton,  by  Comb  Bank, 
Stcne-ftreet,  Oldberry  camp,  Ofham,  Barming,  Maid- 
ftone,  Boktey,  &:c.  in  a continued  and  almoft  ftraitline, 
to  within  ii  few  miles  of  this  place  and  Chatihg. 

But  there  having  never  been  any  Roman  ahtiqitrties 
found  at  Lenahm,  induced  Mr.  Somner  and  others  to 
look  elfewhere  for  this  Ration.  That  learned  antiqua- 
rian, as  well  as  M r.  Burt6n  and  Dr.  Thorpe,  have  fixed 
It  at  or  near  Newington,  ih  the  gteat  road  froiti  Ro^- 
chefter  to  Canterbury,  near  which  great  qimnti'ties  of 
urns,  and  other  relics  of  Roman  antiquity,  have  been 
dug  up. 

Mr.  Talbot  hefitates  between  Sittihgborrte  and 
Charing,  hnd  Dr.  Stukeley,  changing  his  opiriion,  hav- 
ing firft  adopted  Newington,  afterwards  adheres  to  the 
latter. 

Dr.  Horfley  fays,  ‘Ihould  he  abandon  Lenham,  and 
‘fuppofe  it  only  to  be  a notitia  way,  he  fhould  transfet 
this  Ration  to  the  north  fide  of  the  prefentgteat  Lon- 
don foad  to  Dover,  and  fuppofe  it  to  be  a ftiort  and 
dired  excurfioh,  like  that  of  Tripontinm  in  the  6th  ;/er, 
the  diRance  on  each  hand  requiring  the  excurfion  to  be 
thadc  about  Sittingborrie,  or  perhaps  Milton.  But 

‘ Sec  Gale  on  Antonine,  p.  76.  Camd.  Brit,  p. 
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fhoiild  this  ftation  be  transferred  to  near  Faverfham,  in 
the  vicinity  of  which,  as  well  on  Juddes-hill,  on  the 
great  road,  half  a mile  weft  of  Olpringe,  or  at  Daving- 
ton,  about  a mile  north-caft  of  it,  many  Roman  coins, 
urns,  and  other  relics  of  antiquity,  have  been  found 
within  thefe  few  years,  and  on  the  former,  there  are 
Hill  remaining  at  the  back  of  Juddes-houfe,  a fmall 
diftance  north  of  the  high  road,  juft  within  the  wood, 
the  veftigia  of  a ftrong  Roman  work,  there  need  not 
be  any  tranfpofition  of  numbers,  nor  alteration  of 
them  in  the  greateft  part  of  the  copies  of  Antonine’s 
Itinerary,  for  the  diftances  will  every  way  tally  with 
them. 

After  every  argument  that  can  be  made  ufe  of,  the 
whole  is  fo  much  conje<5ture,  as  appears  from  every 
one  of  thefe  learned  men  altering  the  diftances  in  the 
Itinerary  in  favor  of  his  own  hypothefis,  that  it  is  but 
fair  at  laft  to  leave  it  to  the  reader’s  own  judgment  to 
fix  each  of  thefe  ftations  where  he  thinks  it  moft  proper. 

In  the  year  804,  Cenulf,  king  of  Mercia,  and  Cu- 
dred,  king  of  Kent,  granted  this  manor,  afterwards 
diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of  We fl  Lenham,  toWer- 
nod,  abbot  of  St.  Auguftine’s,  near  Canterbury,  by  the 
defcription  of  certain  land  called  Lenham,  containing 
twenty  plough-lands,  and  twelve  denns  bearing  acorns 
in  the  Weald  ; which  eftate  was  augmented  in  the  year 
139  by  Athelvvolf,  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons  and  of 
Kent,  who,  in  confideration  of  2100  marcs  of  filver, 
fmancufce ) granted  to  the  abbot  five  plough  lands  at 
Lenham,  then  called  Eftlenham,  and  lying  between  the 
place  celled  Scelfe  towards  the  eaft,  and  Lenham  to- 
wards the  weft.  And  in  850,  he  made  a further  gift 
to  the  abbot,  of  forty  tenements,  with  land  (CaJJata) 
at  Lenham,  in  pdre  and  perpetual  alms. ' 

What  part  of  thefe  eftates  continued  in  the  poftef- 
fion  of  the  abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Auguftine  at  the 
taking  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday,  the  following 
entry  in  it,  under  tlie  general  title  of  the  lands  of  the 
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church  of  St.  Auguftine,  fhevvs,  though  it  does  not 
fcem  to  amount  to  fo  large  a quantity  as  what  is  de- 
scribed in  the  above-mentioned  donations ; probably 
the  bifhop  of  Baieux  had  wrefted  Some  of  thefe  lands 
from  it,  as  it  appears  by  that  Survey,  that  he  became 
polSelTed  of  lands  in  this  parilh  about  that  time. 

In  Haihorne  hundredy  the  abbot  (of  St.  Angnjiine ) 
bimfelf  holds  Lertham,  which  was  taxed  at  five  fulhigs 
and  an  half,  fihe  arable  land  is  eighteen  carucates.  In 
demefne  there  are  two  carucateSy  and  forty  villeins  y with 
feven  bordererSy  having  fixteen  carucates.  Ihere  is  one 
fervanty  and  two  mills  of  fix  finllings  and  eight  pence y and 
eight  acres  of  me  a doWy  and  wood  for  forty  hogs. 

In  the  time  of  ^ing  Edward  the  ConfeffoTy  it  was 
worth  twenty-eight  pounds  y and  afterwards  fixteen  pounds  y 
710W  tiventy-eight  pounds. 

Of  this  manor  Robert  Latin  holds  one  yoke y which  is 
zvorth  five  Jhillings. 

In  the  above  description  the  reader  will  obServe  that 
not  only  here,  but  in  many  other  parts  of  DomeSday, 
how  much  the  Norman  Scribes,  who  took  the  names 
of  the  Several  places  from  the  mouths  of  the  Saxons, 
whoSe  pronunciation  could  not  be  fit  to  dieftate  to  fo" 
reigners,  miftook  the  orthography  of  them,  inSomuch 
that  many  of  them  are  hardly  now  to  be  ascertained 
without  conjecture. 

The  pofleflions  of  the  abbot  and  convent  were  af- 
terwards increased  in  this  parifii  by  king  Edward  L 
and  II.  granting  them  licence  to  purchale  lands  in  this 
parifh,  and  there  were  Several  different  lands  given  to 
them,  among  which  were  lands  called  Sornden,  on 
condition  of  their  paying  yearly  the  Singular  rent  of 
one  cuftard  in  the  church-yard  of  Lenham.® 

In  the  8th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  the  temporali- 
ties of  the  abbot  in  Lenham,  with  appurtenances,  were 

« Regift.  Sci  Aug.  court,  406,  41 1,  417, 424,  430,  440.  See 
alfo  Stev.  Mon.  vol,  ii.  p.  39. 
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valued  at  54I.  14s.  lod.  per  annum,  at  which  time  he 
pollened  In  this  parlfh,  as  appears  by  an  admeaiure- 
ment  then  made,  nine  hundred  and  thirty  fix  acres  ot 

arable  land  and  wood.  , . ^ . • n.- 

In  the  iter  of  H.  de  Stanton  and  his  lociates,  jultices 

itinerant,  anno  7 Edward  II.  the  abbot  was  fummoned 
by  quo  zvarranto,  to  lEew  why  he  claimed  lundry  liber- 
ties, therein  mentioned.  In  the  manor  of  Lenham, 
amon^^  others,  and  free-warren  in  all  his  demefne  lands 
of  it,°and  view  of  frank-pled^e,  and  all  belonging  to 
it ; and  a market  here  weekly  on  a ruefday,  with  all 
llberties^and  free  cuftoms  belonging  to  it ; and  the  ab- 
bot pleaded,  that  thofe  liberties  had  been  granted  by 
the  charters  of  king  John  and  the  fucceedmg  kings, 
to  the  abbot  and  convent,  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms  ; 
that  thofe  charters  had  been  all  allowed  in  the  iter  or 
T.  de  Berewick,  anno  21  Edward  I.  and  likewile  in 
the  7th  year  of  Edward  II.  before  Henry  de  Stanton, 
and  his  fociates,  jultices  itinerant  in  this  county, 

Kincr  Edward  III.  in  his  5th  year,  anno  1330,  ex- 
empted the  men  and  tenants  of  the  manor  of  Lenham 
from  their  attendance  at  the  turne  of  the  fherift,  here- 
tofore  made  by  the  bordiolder,  with  four  men  of  each 
borough  within  it;  and  direfted  his  writ  that  for  the 
future  they  Ihould  be  allowed  to  perform  the  fame  with 

one  only  out  of  each.  , 

And  by  his  charter  of  infpextmtiSy  in  his  36th  year, 

he  confirmed  to  the  monaftery  all  the  manors  and  pof- 
fellions,  and  the  feveral  grants  of  liberties  and  confir. 
mation  made  by  the  feveral  kings  his  predecelfors, 
among  which  are  thofe  above-mentioned.  After  which 
kin-Henry  VI.  confirmed  the  feveral  liberties  granted 
to  this  monaftery,  and  likewife  free-warren^  and  one 
fair  at  Leneham  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Auguftine,  the  apof- 
tle  of  the  Englifti.‘ 

‘ Rot,  Cart,  de  2 I ufq.  ad  24  an.  ejus  Regni,  N.  1 1,  Tanner* 
Monaft.  p.  2c6.  Cart.  1 1 Edward  111.  N.  18. 
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This  manor  remained  part  of  tlie  pofieflions  of  the 
monaftery  till  its  final  dilTolution  in  the  30th  year  of 
Henry  VlII.  when  this  great  abbey,  with  all  its  reve- 
nues, was  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands. 

The  manor  ofLcnham  remained  in  the  crown  till 
queen  Elizabeth  granted  it  to  William  Cecil,  lord 
Burleigh,  lord  trealurer  and  her  chief  minifter  ol  ftate, ' 
to  whofe  prudence  and  wifdom  in  council,  the  blef-" 
fings  this  kingdorri  enjoyed  during  that  prolperous  and 
happy  reign  are  chiefly  to  be  attributed. 

He  alienated  this  manor,  in  the  18th  year  of  that 
reign,  to  Thomas  Wilford,  efq.  of  Cranbrook,  whole 
grandfon  Henry  Wilford,  efq.'^  at  the  latter  end  of 
king  James  I.’s  reign  conveyed  it  to  Anthony  Brown, 
vifeount  Montague,  who  was  defce'nded  from  Sir  Tho- 
mas Brown,  treafurer  of  the  houfliold  to  Henry  VI. 
who  in  right  of  his  wife  Eleanor,  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Sir  Thomas  Fitzalan,  alias  Arundel,  brother  of  John, 
earl  of  Arundel,  was  poflefled  of  the  caftle  of  Beech- 
worth,  in  Surry,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  ^able^  three 
lions  pa(Jant  in  bendy  between  two  gemells  argent.  He 
had  by  her  five  fons  and  one  daughter.  Of  the  for- 
mer, Sir  George,  the  eldeft,  was  of  Beechworth-caftle, 
and  was  anceftor  of  the  Browns  of  that  place,  baronets, 
now  extindt ; and  Anthony,  the  third  Ton,  was  feated 
at  Cowdray,  in  SuflTex,  and  was  anceftor  of  the  late 
lord  vifeount  Montague. 

Anthony  Brown,  vifeount  Montague,  died  poflefled 
of  this  manor  in  1629,  and  his  grandfon  Henry,  vif- 
eount Montague,  with  the  concurrence  of  his  fon  and 
heir  Anthony,  alienated  it  to  the  hon.  Elizabeth  Ha- 
milton, the  widow  of  James  Hamilton,  efq.  the  eldeft 
fon  of  Sir  George  Hamilton,  of  Tyrone,  in  Ireland^ 
and  a baronet  of  Nova  Scotia,  who  was  the  fourth  fon 
of  James,  firft  earl  of  Abercorn,  and  bore  for  his  arms. 
Gules y three  cinquefoils  pierced  ermine y quartered  with 

“ See  under  Hartridge  in  Cranbrooke,  and  Ilden  in  Kingdon. 
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ardent,  a (kip  with  fails  furled  upi  with  a,  prope.)  dif ^ 
ference,  they  being  the  arms,  of  the  earls  qF  A bercorn. 

She  was  the  eldeft  daughter  of  John,  lord  tolepe- 
per,  and  furviving  her  hulband,  whp  died  in  167^,  re- 
eled at  Chilfton,  in  the  adjoining  parifli  of  Boughton,, 
which  Hie  had  like  wife  purchafed.  She  died  m i709» 
and  was  buried  at  Hollingborne,  leaving  two  fons  lur- 
viving,  James,  earl  of  Abcrcorn,  and  William  Haniil- 
ton,  efq.  of  Chilfton,  to  the  latter  of  whom  (he  by  her 
will  gave  the  manor  oFLcnham,  with  the  relt.  ot  her 
eftates  in  this  parifh  and  neighbourhood.  He  was, one 
of  the  five  Kentifli  gentlemen,  who  in  1 70 u delivered 
to  the  houfe  ot  commons  a petition  from  the  deputy- 
lieutenants,  iufticcs,  grandjury,  and  freeholders  of  this, 
county,  defiVingthat  the  houfe  would  turn  their  loyal; 
addrefles  into  bills  of fupply,  &c.  Which  petition  being 
voted  infolent  and  feditious,  they  were  ordered  into  the 
cuftody  of  the  fergeant  at-arm$,  and  thence  pri.oner^ 
to  thegate-houfc,  where  they  remained  till  the  end  ot 
the  felfions.  The  other  four  petitione^  were,  Wil- 
liam Colepeper,  Thomas  Colepeper,  David  PolhiH, 

and  Judinian  Champneis.  r.,l 

By  Margaret,  f^cond  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Lul- 
peper,  of  Hollingborne,  he  had  feveral  children,  of 
whom  John  Hamilton,  eiq.  the  eldeft  fon,  was  of 
Chilfton,  where  he  kept  his  dijievalty  in  1719,  _ He. 
W'ith  the  concurrence  of  his  eldeft  fon  William, joined 
in  the  fale  of  this  manor  to  Thomas  Beft,  efq.  ot  Chil- 
fton,  who  dying  /.  p.  in  179J,  gave  it  by  will  among 
his  other  eftates,  to  his  nephew  George  Beft,  efq.  now 
of  Chilfton,  the  prefent  pofteftor  of  it. 

A court  leet  and  court  baron  is  held,  for  this  manor. 

UoYTON,  vulgarly  called  is.a  ipanor  in  this 

parith,  fituated  at  a fmall  diftance  eaftward  from  Chil- 
fton, the  manfion  of  which  had  a free  chapel  annexed  to 
it,  the  ruins  ot  which  ftih  remain. 

Sec  Irifh  Peerage,  vol.  iii.  p.  156  ct  feq. 
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Jn  the  year  1259,  anno  44  Plenry  III.  this  manor 
v;as  in  the  pofieflion  of  Simon  Fitzalan  ; in  which 
year  a final  agreement  was  made  in  the  King’s  court 
at  Weftminfter,  between  Roger,  abbot  of  St.  Aiiguf- 
tine,  and  the  faid  Simon,  concerning  the  cuftom^  and 
fervices  which  the  abbot  demanded  of  him  for  his  free 
tenement,  which  he  held  of  him  in  Royton,  viz.  one 
marc  of  filver  yearly,  and  fiiit  at  the  court  of  Lenham, 
which  fuit  the  abbot  releafed  to  him  on  his  agreeing  to 
pay  the  rent  above-mentioned,  and  fuit  at  the  court  of 
St.  Auguftine,  at  Canterbury. 

Hisfiicceflbr  was  Robert  de  Royton,  w'ho  mofl:  pro- 
bably afllimed  his  name  from  his  polTefllons  at  this 
place.  He  founded  a free  chapel  here,  and  annexed  it 
to  the  manfion,  which  thence  acquired  the  name  ot 
Royton  chapel. 

In  which  name  it  continued  till  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VI.  when,  by  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  it 
went  in  marriage  to  James  Dryland,  efq.of  Davington, 
whole  daughter  and  foie  heir  Contlance,  having  married 
to  Sir  Thomas  Walfingham,  of  Chefilhurfi,  entitled 
her  hufband  to  the  pofletTion  of  it,  and  he  died  pofTefled 
of  it  anno  7 Edward  IV."’  and  one  of  his  defcendants, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  alie- 
nated this  manor  to  Edward  Myllys,  who  did  homage 
to  the  abbot  of  St.  Auguftine’s  for  it  as  half  a knight’s 
fee,  which  he  had  lately  piirchafed  in  Royton,  near 
Lenham.  He  bore  for  his  arms.  Party  per  fefsy  fable 
and  argent^  a pale  and  three  hears  erebi^  count erchangedy 
collared  and  chained,  or,"  from  which  name  it  was  not 
long  afterwards  fold  to  Robert  Atwater,  whofe  arms 
were.  Sable,  a fefs  wavy,  voided  azure,  between  three 
[wans,  proper,  who  leaving  two  daughters  and  coheirs, 
Mary,  the  youngeft  of  them,  carried  it,  with  other 
cftates  at  Charing  and  elfewhere  in  this  neighbourhood, 
to  Robert  Honywood,  efq.  of  Henewood,  in  Poftling, 

" See  Chifclhurft,  vol.  ii.  p.  7.  " Pedigree  of  Darell. 
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eldeft  fbn  of  John  Honywood,  efq.  by  his  fdcond  wife, 
daughter  of  Barnes,  of  Wye. 

He  afterwards  refided  at  Pett  in  Charing,  part  of 
his  wife’s  inheritance,  and  dying  in  1576,  was  buried 
in  Lenham  church,  bearing  for  his  arms  thofe  of  Ho- 
nywood, with  a crefeent,  gules,  for  difference.  He  left 
a numerous  ifTue  by  his  wife,  who  furvived  him  near 
forty-four  years,  and  dying  in  1620,  in  the  ninety-third 
year  of  her  age,  was  buried  near  him,  though  a monu- 
ment is  erefted  to  her  memory  at  Markfliall,  in  EfTex. 
She  had,  as  has  been  faid,  at  her  deceafe,  lawfully  de- 
feended  from  her  367  children,  16  of  her  own  body, 
1 14  grand-children,  228  in  the  third  generation,  and 
nine  in  the  fourth.  Their  eldeft  fon  Robert  Hony- 
wood, of  Charing,  and  afterwards  of  Markfliall,  in 
E0ex,  was  twice  married  ; firft  to  Dorothy,  daughter 
of  John  Crook,  LL.  D.  by  whom  he  had  one  fon,  Sir 
Robert  Honywood,  of  Charing,  and  a daughter  Do- 
rothy, married  to  Henry  Thomlon,  gent.  His  fecond 
wife  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Brown, 
of  Beechworth-caflle,  in  Surrj^  by  whom  he  had  fe- 
veral  fons  and  daughters  ; the  eldeft  ot  whom,  Tho- 
mas, was  of  Markfliall,  in  EfTex,  efq.  and  father  of 
John  Le  Mott  Honywood,  efq.  of  that  place. 

Sir  Robert  Honywood,  on  his  death,  devifed  the 
manor  of  Royton  to  Dorothy,  his  daughter  by  his  firft 
wife,  married  to  Mr.  Henry  Thomfon,  the  fecond  fon 
of  Mr.Tho.  Thomfon,  of  Sandwich,  and  younger  bro- 
ther of  T.  Thomfon,  efq.  of  Kenfield,  in  Petham,  who 
afterwards  refided  at  Royton,  bearing  for  his  arms. 
Gules,  tzvo  bars  argent,  a chief  ermine,  a crefeent  for 
difference."  His  furviving  fon  Anthony,  was  of  Royton, 
of  which  he  died  pofTefTed  in  1682,  leaving  an  only 
daughter  Dorothy,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Ri- 
chard Crifpe,  gent,  of  Maidftone,  in  whofe  defeendants 
it  continued  down  to  William  Crifpe,  gent,  of  Royton, 

I Viftn.to.  Kent,  1619.  Pedigree  Thomfon. 
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who  died  in  1761,  and  by  lus  will  devifed  it  to  his  fur-, 
viving  wife  Elizabeth,  for  her  life ; and  the  fee  of  it  to 
his  nephew  Samuel  Bekher,  who  dying  unmarried  and 
inteftatc,  his  intereft  in  it  defeended  to  his  only  bro- 
ther Peter  Belcher,  and  he  by  his  will  in  1772  devifed 
it  to  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  John  Fpfter,  in  fee.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Crifpe,  before-mentioned,  died  in  1 778,  and 
this  eftate  then  came  into  the  polTcffion  of  Mr.  John 
Fofter,  who  afterwards  fold  it  to  Thomas  Beft,  elq.  of 
Chilfton,  on  vyhofe  death,  /.  p.  in  1793,  it  caijne  by  his 
will,  among  his  other  eftates,  to  his.  nephew  George 
Beft,  efq.  now  of  Chilfton,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Runham  is  a manor,  fttuated  at  the  fouth-weft  ex- 
tremity of  this  parilh,  which,  with  the  manfion  of  it, 
called  Runham-place,  was  formerly  belonging  to  the 
family  of  Bunce,  of  Otterden. 

Stephen  Bunce,  fon  of  James  Bpnee,  efq.  of  Otter- 
den, died  poiTefted  of  it  in  1634.  Fie  was  firft  of 
Boughton  Malherb,  whofe  eldeft  fon  Matthew,  inhe- 
rited this  manor,’’  which  he  afterwards  fold  to  Burton, 
from  whom  it  defeended  to  his  grandfon  Mr.  Samuel 
Burton,  who  refided  here,  and  married  Anne  Belcher, 
who  joined  with  him  in  the  fale  of  this  eftate,  a Kne 
being  levied  for  that  purpofe,  to  Thomas  Beft,  efq.  of 
Chilfton,  who  continued  in  poflelEon  of  it  till  the  year 
1774,  when  Samuel  Burton,  the  youngeft  and  only 
finwiving  child  of  the  above  marriage,  claimed  this 
eftate  by  virtue  of  an  entail  made  of  it ; and  on  a proof 
of  his  mother’s  marriage,  had  a verdid  in  his  favor,  on 
a trial  had  that  year  ; upon  which  he  took  poffeftion  of 
it,  and  afterwards  fold  it  to  Mr.  Beft  above-rnentioned, 
the  former  purcliafcr  of  it,  by  whole  will  it  came  with 
his  other  eftates  in  1793,  to  his  nephew  George  Beft, 
efq.  of  Chilfton,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

p See  more  of  them  under  Otterden,  and  Viftn.co,  of  Kent, 
1619,  pedigree  Bunce. 
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Ash  DEN,  foroierly  called  EJJeden^  Is  a fmall  manor 
in  the  northern  part  of  this  parifh,  which  at  the  latter 
end  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  was  the  property 
of  Edward  Jackman,  elq.  of  Hornchurch,  in  Ellcx, 
and  he  in  the  5th  yea,r  of  king  James  I.  palfed  it  away 
to  Oliver  Style,  efq.  of  Watringbury,  whofe  fon  Tho- 
mas was  created  a baronet,  and  died  in  1637,  leaving 
this  manor  to  his  only  Ion  and  fucceflbr  Sir  Thomas 
Style,  bart.  who  died  in  1702;  on  which  an  agree- 
ment was  entered  into  by  his  heirs,  for  a partition  of 
his  eftates  among  them,  which  was  confirmed  by  an 
a6t,  palled  anno  2 and  3 queen  Anne.  In  this  parti- 
tion, the  manor  of  Afhden  was  allotted,  with  Frinfied 
and  other  efiates,  to  Margaret,  his  only  daughter  by 
his  fecond  wife,  who  in  1716  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Abra- 
ham Tilghman,  whofe  foil  Abraham  Tilghman,  efq. 
of  Frinited,  died  in  1779.,  leaving  by  Olivia,  one  of  the 
daughters  and  coheirs  of  Charles  Finch,  efq.  of  Chat- 
ham, one  daughter  his  deir,  married  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Pierrepont  Cromp,  of  Frinfled,  who  died  in  1797, 
and  his  heirs  are  now  poiTeffed  of  it. 

The  remaining,  or  north-east  part  of  this 
parilh  is  fituated  withjn  the  lath  of  Shipzvay'y  and  hun- 
dred of  Calehill,  in  which  is  the  manor  of  Eaft  Lenham. 

Although  the  abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Auguf- 
tine  pofiefled  an  eflate  in  Ell  Lenham,  confifling  of 
five  plough-lands,  by  the  gift  of  king  Athelwolf  in 
the  year  839,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  yet  the 
manor  itfelf  never  belonged  to  that  monaftery  j but 
was  given  in  the  year  961,  by  queen  Ediva,  mother  of 
king  Edmund  and  Edrecl,  to  Chrift-church,  in  Can- 
terbury, ftee  from  all  fccular  fcrvice,  ej^cept  the  repair- 
ing of  bridges  and  the  building  of  fortifications. 

Archbilfiop  Lanfranc,  who  came  to  the  fee  of  Can- 
terbury in  J[0  7Q,  gave  this  manor  to  one  Godifritl,  fur- 
named  Dapifer,  who  held  it  of  him  by  knights  fervice  ; 
accordingly  it  is  thus  entered  in  the  furvey  of  Dom'ef- 

day, 


428  • EYHORNE  HUNDRED. 

day,  under  the  general  title  of  Terra  Militum  Ar~ 
chiepi,OY  land  held  of  the  aixhbifhop  by  knights  fervice : 

In  Calehell  hundredy  Godefrid  Dapifer  holds  of  the 
archhifloop  Lcnham.  It  zvas  taxed  at  two  fulings.  The 
arable  land  is  . . . In  detjiefne  there  are  two  carucateSy 
and  fifteen  villeinSy  zvith  two  borderers^  having  four  ca-- 
rucates.  There  are  four  fervants,  and  fix  acres  of  mea- 
dowy and  one  mill  of  jeven  fhilUngSy  and  wood  for  the 
pannage  of  ten  hogs.  In  the  whole  it  zvas  worth  eight 
pounds y and  yet  it  pays  twelve  pounds  and  ten  Jlnllings. 

It  Wtis  afterwards  held  of  the  archbiihop  in  like 
manner  by  knight’s  fervice,  by  the  family  of  Lenham, 
who  took  their  name  from  their  pofTeflions  here,  and 
bore  for  their  arms  the  fame  as  thole  borne  by  Peyforer, 
Roger  dc  Lenham  held  this  eftate  in  king  John’s  reign, 
as  appears  by  the  returns  made  to  the  king’s  treafurer 
in  the  12th  and  13th  years  of  that  reign,  of  all  thofe 
who  held  by  knight’s  fervice  and  in  capite.  Nicholas 
de  Lenham,  his  delcendant,  held  it  in  the  next  reign  of 
king  Heniy  III.  in  the  35th  year  of  which  he  fined 
to  the  king  for  a charter  of  liberties,  for  his  lands  in 
this  county.’ 

John  de  Lenham  held  it  in  like  manner  of  the  arch- 
bifhop  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  1.  of  whom  it  was 
again  held  by  Roger  de  Handle,  whofe  defeendant  Si- 
mon de  Handle  held  it  in  the  '2oth  year  of  Edward  III, 
holding  it  of  the  archbifliop  as  half  a knight’s  fee. 

In  later  times  the  manor  of  Eaft  Lenham  was  in  pof- 
fefiion  of  the  Hornes,  but  whether  defeended  from 
thofe  of  Horncs-placc,  in  Kenardinton,  I have  not 
found. 

John  Horne,  efq.  was  of  Eaft  Lenham,  in  the  reigns 
of  king  Henry  V.  and  VI.  in  whofe  family  it  continued 
till  John  Horne,  gent,  of  Eaft  Lenham,  leaving  an 
only  daughter  and  heir  Alice,  flie  carried  it  in  marriage 
to  John  ProfRt,  gent,  of  Barcombe,  in  Suflex,  who 

• See  Madox’s  Exchequer,  p.  687. 
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bore  for  his  arms,  Argent^  a lion  rampant,  and  femee  of 
efcallops, fable,  whofe  iole  daughter  and  heir  Elizabeth, 
widow  of  Richard  Manfield,  gent,  of  Middlelex,  enti- 
tled her  hiilband,  John  Chauncy,  efq.  of  Hertfordfliire, 
to  this  manor,  of  which  he  diedpolTefied  in  1346,  and 
was  buried  in  the  church  of  Sawbridgeworth.  He  was 
anceftor  of  Sir  Henry  Chauncy,  ferjeant-at-law,  the 
hiltorian,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Gules,  a crofs  patonce, 
argent, on  a chief,  azure  ,alion  paffant , or,  which  he  quar- 
tered with  thofe  of  Horne,  Argent,  on  a chevron  gules, 
between  three  bugle  horns,  fable,  three  nndlets  or. 
his  eldeft  fon,  Robert,  having  taken  on  himlelf  the 
habit  of  a Carthiifian,  Henry,  the  fccond  fon,  became 
poflefled  of  all  his  father’s  eftates. 

After  which  this  manor  paffed  by  fale  into  the  family 
of  Knatchbull,  of  Merfliam-hatch,  in  this  county  ; of 
whom.  Sir  Norton  Knatchbull,  was  created  a baronet 
in  1641,  and  in  his  defcendants  it  has  continued  down 
to  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull,  bait,  now  of  Merlham- 
hatch,  and  the  prefent  poirelfor  of  this  manor."^ 

There  was  an  estate  formerly  part  of  the  de- 
mefnes  of  this  manor,  which  was  for  feveral  genera- 
tions in  the  pofleffion  of  the  family  of  HufTey.  Henry 
HufTey  had  a charter  of  free  warren  for  his  lands  at 
Chilfton,  Eaft  Lenham,  and  Stourmouth,  in  the  55tli 
year  of  king  Henry  III.  and  from  him  the  property  of 
' this  eftate  defcended  down  to  Henry  HufTey,  who 
about  the  latter  end  of  king  Henry  VIII.  pafled  it 
away  to  John  Parkhurft,  defcended  from  an  antient 
family  of  that  name  in  Norfolk,  one  of  whom,  John 
Parkhurft,  was  confecrated  bifhop  of  Norwich  in  1 360. 
His  defcendant  Sir  William  Parkhurft,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  I.  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Wood,  of  London, 
merchant,  who  poflefled  it  at  the  reftoration  of  king 
Charles  II.  From  this  name  it  pafled  by  fale  to  Ed- 
ward Hales,  efq.  of  Chilfton,  whofe  three  daughters 

See  more  of  this  family  under  Merfhani. 
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and  coheirs,  in  1698,  conveyed  it  to  the  hon.  Mrs, 
Elizabeth  Hamilton  ; fincc  which  it  has  paOed,  in  like 
manner  as  Chilfton,  in  Boflon  Malherbe,  to  George 
Beft,  cl'q.  of  Chilfton,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Archbishop  Lanfranc,  in  the  time  of  the  Con- 
queror, gave  the  tithes  of  his  whole  manor  of  Lenham, 
which  he  had  given  to  Godfrid,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned,  to  the  priory  of  St.  Gregory,  in  Canter- 
bury, which  had  been  founded  by  him  in  1084. 
Which  gift  was  confirmed  by  archbifhop  Hubert, 
among  the  reft  of  the  pofteffions  of  that  priory,  with 
which  this  portion  of  tithes  remained  till  the  dilTolution 
of  it  in  the  27th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  not 
having  the  clear  yearly  income  of  two  hundred  pounds, 
it  was  diftolved  by  the  a6l  of  that  year,  and  was  furren- 
dered  into  the  king’s  hands.  After  which  the  king 
granted  thefe  tithes,  with  the  feite,  and  moft  of  the 
pofiefTions  of  St.  Gregory’s  priory,  to  the  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury  in  exchange,  in  purfuance  of  an  aift 
which  had  pa  fled  for  that  purpofe. 

• I'he  parfonage  of  Eaft  Lenham  becoming  thus  part 
of  the  polfeffions  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  was  let  by 
the  archbifliop,  among  the  reft  of  the  revenues  of  the 
priory  of  St.  Gregory,  in  one  great  leafe  for  twenty-one 
years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  fifty-five  pounds. 

In  1643,  Sir  Robert  Honywood,  of  Charing,  was 
head  leflee  of  thefe  premiles.  Philip,  earl  of  Chefter- 
field,  afterwards  held  it,  as  heir  to  the  Wottons,  after 
whofe  deceafe,  yi  7^).  in  1773,  the  leafe  of  them  was 
fold  by  his  executors  to  George  Gipps,  efq.  of  Can- 
terbury, M.  P.  for  that  city,  who  is  the  prefent  poflef- 
for  of  it ; but  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull,  bart.  owner  of 
Eaft  Lenham  manor,  \s  the  prefent  leffee  under  him,  for 
the  parfonage  of  Eaft  Lenham,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
feventeen  pounds. 

There  are  three  different  manors  in  the 
mrth-ccjl  part  of  thisparilh,  called  in  the  time  of  the 

Saxons, 


LENHA'M.  43  ^ 

Sax<3hS',  Svelfe^  afterwards  Selve^  and  now  Shelve,  dif- 
tinguiihed  fron'i^^lch  other  by  their  different  fittiations. 

Thefetnanors  were  part  ot  t-hofe  poflefTions  given  by 
Willktn  the  Conqueror  to  his  half-brother  QJo,  bilhop 
of  Bafeux,  under  the  general  title  of  whole  lands  they 
are  thus  entered  -in  the  furvey  of  Doniefday,  takea 
about  the  year  ‘1080. 

Fitzhubert  heft^s  of  the  bifjo'p  of  Baieux,  Efl 
Selve.  It  zvas  'taxid  at  half  a fding.  The  aYable  land 

is  One  cafucate,  and  there  is  in  deinefne together 

iOitb  one  villein^  and  one  borderer^  and  five  fervants. 
There  are  four  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  for  the  pannage 
of  four  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confefiory 
and  afterwards,  and  now,  it  zvas  and  is  zvorth  tzventy 
[hillings.  Godric  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

William  Fitzrobert  holds  of  the  bijhop  of  Eaieux  Wejl 
Selve.  It  zvas  taxed  at  one  filling.  The  arable  land  is 
three  cam  cates  and  m half.  In  demefne  there  are  two, 
‘and  a certain  Frenchman,  zvith  ten  villeins,  and  one  bor- 
deier,  having  one  canicate  and  an  half.  There  are  five 
fervdnts,  and  one  acre  of  meadozv,  and  one  mill  of  fifteen 
pence.  Wood  for  the  pannage  of  fifteen  hogs.  In  the 
iifne  of  king  Edward  the  Confefjor,  and  afterzvards,  and 
fiozv,  it  was  and  is  worth  four  poitnds.  Eddid  held  it  of 
king  Edivard.  To  this  manor  there  belonged  in  Canter- 
bury, in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confeffor,  one  hoiife 
paying  twenty-five  pence. 

Hugh,  grandfon  of  Hei'bert,  holds  of  the  bifhop  of 
Baietix,  Efi  Selve.  It  zvas  taxed  at  half  a [tiling.  The 
arable  land  is.  one  carucate,  and  there  is  in  demefne  . . . 
boith  one  villein,  aud  one  borderer,  and  two  fervants. 
There  are  four  acres  of  meadozv,  and  zvood  for  the  pan- 
fiage  of  four  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the 
Confefjor,  and  afterwards,  and  now,  it  was  and  is  worth 
forty  Jljillings.  Ulviet  held  it  of  king  Eihvard. 

The  firft  of  thefe  eftates  deferibed  above,  fee  in's  in- 
tended for  that  which  is  now  known  by  the  name  of 

‘Old 
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Old  Shelve^  the  fecond  for  that  called  Wejl  Shelve, 
and  the  laft  for  Cobham,  alias  Eajl  Shelve. 

After  the  biHiop  of  Baieux’s  dilgrace,.  about  four 
years  after  taking  the  above-mentioned  furvey,  all  his 
eftates  were  conlifcated  to  the  crown,  after  which 

The  manor  of  West,  alias  New  Shelve,  fo 
called  from  its  fituation  in  regard  to  the  others,  and  to 
diftinguifh  it  from  the  adjoining  manor  of  Old  Shelve, 
became  part  of  the  poflefllons  of  the  family  of  Criol, 
one  of  whom  Bertram  de  Criol  held  it  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  III.  in  whole  defcendants  it  continued  down  to 
John  de  Criol,  who  dying  f.  p.  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  1.  Joane  his  fiftcr  became  his  heir,  and  carried 
this  manor  among  the  reft  of  her  inheritance,  in  mar- 
riage to  Sir  Richard  de  Rokefle,  fenefchal  and  governor 
of  Poitou  and  Montreul,  in  Picardy,  who  left  two 
daughters  his  coheirs,  of  whom  Agnes  the  eldeft  mar- 
ried Thomas  de  Poynings  j and  Joane  the  youngeft,' 
firft,  Hugh  de  Patefhull,  and  fecondly.  Sir  William  le 
Baud,  neverthelefs,  they  did  not  inherit  this  manor, 
which  defeended  to  a younger  branch  of  the  family  of 
Rokefle,  and  it  afterwards,  on  failure  of  ilTue,  devolved 
as  next  of  kin,  in  like  manner  as  Ruxley  heretofore 
deferibed,  by  reafon  of  the  above  marriage  to  the  fa- 
mily of  Poynings,  in  which  it  continued  till  Sir  Ed- 
Poynings,  dying  in  the  14th  year  of  Henry  Vlllth’s 
reign,  without  legitimate  iffue,  and  even  without  any 
collateral  kindred  who  could  make  claim  to  hiseflates, 
this  manor  among  the  reft  of  his  polTeftions  efeheated 
to  the  crown. 

Soon  after  which,  the  king  granted  this  manor  to 
John  Millys,  who  died  poflellcd  of  it  in  the  17th  year 
of  that  reign,"  the  fame  being  held  by  knight’s  fervice, 
of  the  abbot  of  St.  Auguftine,  in  right  of  his  abbey. 
He  was  fucceeded  by  James  Milles,  his  fon  and  heir,  by 
whofe  only  daughter  Joane,  this  manor  of  Weft  Shelve 

’ His  will,  proved  in  Prerogative. office  in  Canterbury. 

went 
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went  in  marriage  to  Nicholas  Darell,  fecond  fon  of 
Sir  James  Darell,  of  Calehill,  who  afterwards  rcfided 
here.  He  died  in  1564,  leaving  two  Tons,  of  whom 
Anthony  the  fecond  fon  fee  ms  to  have  at  length  pol- 
fefled  this  manor,  and  leaving  an  only  daughter  and 
heir  Anne,  flie  entitled  her  hutband  William  Wilkin- 
fon  to  it.  He  died  in  1618,  and  was  buried  in  this 
church.  He  was  fon  and  heir  of  Richard,  who  was 
one  of  the  clerks  in  chancery,  and  owner  of  W atring- 
bur}^  manor  in  this  county ; and  in  his  defcendants  it 
continued  down  to  John  Wilkinfon,  elq.  who  died  pof- 
fefled  of  it  in  1713,  without  furviving  ifflie. 

Upon  which  it  became  the  property  of  Mr.  John 
Dering,  of  Chalk,  on  whofe  marriage  with  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Francis  Milles,  efq.  of  the  Inner  Temple, 
he  had,  by  deed,  in  » 7 13,  in  which  he  ftiled  him  his 
coufin  and  adopted  heir,  fettled  this  manor,  with  his 
other  eftates  in  this  parilh,  to  him  and  his  iffue  by  her 
in  tail  male.  Mr.  John  Dering  above-  mentioned,  was, 
if  I miftake  not,  defcended  from  John  Dering,  of 
Egerton,  fixthfon  of  John  Dering,  efq.  ofSutrenden, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  by  Margaret,  his 
wife,  filler  and  heir  of  Thomas  Brent,  efq.  of  Charing. 
He  was  of  Weft  Shelve,  gent,  and  dying  polTcired  of 
this  manor  in  1724,  was  buried  in  this  church. 

On  his  death,  Henry  his  eldeft  fon  fucceeded  to  this 
manor,  and  was  of  Aftiford,  in  this  county.  He  mar- 
ried Hefter  Wightwick,  of  New  Romney,  by  whom 
he  left  eight  children,  viz.  Mary,  married  firft  to  Mr. 
John  Mafcall,  and  fecondly,  to  Mr.  Joliah  Pattcnfon, 
both  of  Albford  ; Hefter,  to  Mr.  William  Loftie,  of 
Canterbury;  Elizabeth  to  Mr.  Baker  Coates,  of  New 
Romney;  John  Dering,  of  Canterbury,  who  married 
Rofe  Hatley  ; Henry;  Martha,  married  firft  to  Whit- 
field, and  fecondly,  to  Henry  Creed,  of  Albford  ; Ed- 
ward, who  married  Mary  Sweetlove;  and  George  ; 
and  having  cut  off  the  entail  of  this  eftate,  he,  by  his 
will  devifed  this  manor,  by  the  name  of  Weft  Shelve, 

VOL,  V.  E f 
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alias  Royton,  in  equal  lhares  among  his  children  before 
mentioned,  who  are  now  entitled  to  it,  excepting  John 
Derin^and  George,  who  alienated  their  refpeftive  in- 
terefts'^in  it  to  their  only  furviving  uncle,  Mr.  E'dvvard 
Dering,  of  Doddington,  who  died  in  1786,  and  his 
widow  Mrs.  Margaret  Dering  is  at  this  time  polTefled 
of  them.  Thefe  Derings  bear  for  their  arms,  Or,  a 
fahier,  fable,  a crefeent  for  difference ; but  this  is  not 
their  proper  bearing,  for  that  is.  Or,  a faltier,  fable^  a 
chief,  gules  ; each  of  the  younger  branches  of  John 
Dering,  by  Margaret  Brent,  his  wife,  bearing  for  dif- 
tindion,  chief  over  the  faltier,  but  differently  bla- 
zoned. 

A court  leet  was  formerly  held  for  tins  manor,  but 
it  has  been  long  fince  difeontinued. 

At  New  Shelve  houfe  in  1755,  I faw  a curfew,  or 
coverfew,  much  of  the  fame  fort  as  that,  lately  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Goftling,  of  Canterbury,  and  of  which  a 
ohtc  may  be  feen  in  the  Antiquarian  Repertory,  vol.  i. 
p.  89,  which  had  been  in  the  manor  houfe  here,  time 
oiit  of  mind,  and  had  always  been  known  by  this  name. 
They  were  firft  made  ufe  of  in  the  time  of  the  Con- 
queror, who  commanded,  that  at  the  ringing  of  a bell 
every  evening  at  eight  o’clock,  which  is  (till  called  the 
curfew  hell  from  thence,  all  lights  fhculd  be  put  out, 
and  the  fires  covered  up.  King  Henry  I.  commanded 
the  ufe  of  lights  to  be  reftored.  Tlhe  curfew  bell  is  ftill 
rung  at  eiglit  o’clock  in  moll  market  towns  and  places 

of  relbrt.*  ^ ^ ......  , 

The  manor  of  Old  Shelve  lies  adjoining  to  the 

laft  deferibed  manor,  caftward.  It  was  formerly  called 
likewife  Middle,  alias  Red  Shelve,  and  after  the  dif- 
orace  of  the  bilbop  of  Baieux,  came  into  the  polfefTion 
of  a family,  which  adunied  its  furname  from  it.  Anu- 
fius  de  Selves  held  it  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III. 
and  had  licence  to  change  his  fcrvice  from  lergeantry  to 

‘ See  Dogd.  Orig.  p.  8.  Scow’s  Annals,  anno  iioo. 
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knight’s  fer vice,'*  his  defccndant  William  de  Shelve 
paid  aid  for  this  manor  in  the  doth  year  ot  Edward  III. 
as  half  a knight’s  fee,  which  he  then  held  of  the  earl  of 
Albermarle,  and  he  of  the  king.  It  afterwards  moft 
probably  pafled  into  the  family  of  Poynings,  and  ef- 
cheated  to  the  crown  in  like  manner  as  the  laft  defcribed 
manor  of  Weft  Shelve,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Edward 
Poynings,  without  heirs,  in  the  14th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  Soon  after  which  it  was  granted  with 
that  manor  to  John  Millys,  and  afterwards  pafTed  in 
like  manner  with  it  to  William  Wilkinfon,  one  of 
whofe  defendants  palTed  it  away  by  file  to  Plomer, 
from  which  name  it  was  alienated  to  Dr.  Ludwell,  late 
of  Oriel  college,  Oxford,  whofe  widow  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Ludwell,  gave  it  by  her  will  to  Benjamin  Francis 
Tribe,  efq.  with  an  injuncftion  for  him  to  take  the  name 
of  Poole,  for  w'hich  he  obtained  an  ait  anno  5 king 
George  III. 

Francis  Tribe  Poole,  efq.  was  afterwards  of  Cha- 
ring, and  in  1772  fold  this  manor  to  Mr.  John  Win- 
der, the  prefent  proprietor  of  it,  together  with  that  of 
Marlhall  adjoining  to  it. 

The  manor  of  East  Shelve,  alias  Shelve  cob- 
ham,  lies  at  the  foot  of  the  chalk  hills,  eaftward  of 
that  laft  defcribed. 

After  the  bifliop  of  Baieux’s  difgrace,  this  manor 
came  into  the  poflefllon  of  the  family  of  Cobh^m^  of 
Cobham,  in  this  county.  Henry  de  Cobham,  in  the 
reign  of  king  John,  left  three  fons ; John,^  who  fiic- 
ceeded  him  at  Cobham  j Peginald  j and  William,  called 
Cobham  of  Aldington,  a juftice  itinerant  in  Henry 
the  Illd.’s  reign,  which  laft  inherited  this  manor,  and 
died  in  the  14th  year  of  Edward  II.  and,  as  it  fliould 
feem,  /.  p.  for  Reginald  his  nephew,  ftiled  likewife 
Cobham  of  Aldington,  fon  of  his  eldeft  brother  John 
de  Cobham,  of  Cobham,  by  his  fecond  wife  Joane  de 

“ Roll  of  knighi’s  fees  in  the  Exchequer. 
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Nevill,  fucceedcd  him  in  it.  He  lived  in  the  reign 
king  Edward  II.  and  left  by  Joane  his  wife,  daiighier 
and  heir  of  William  de  Hever,  a fon  Reginald  dc 
Cobham,  in  whofe  defcendants  of  the  name  of  Regi- 
nald likewife,  feated  at  Sterborough-caftle  in  Surry> 
this  manor  continued  down  to  Reginald,  lord  Cobham, 
of  Sterborough,  who  died  pofleired  of  it  about  the 
24th  year  of  king  Henry  VI/  leaving  Sir  Thomas 
Cobham,  his  then  only  fon,  his  heir,  who  likewife  died 
in  the  i ith  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  poflefied  of  this 
manor,  wliich  from  the  length  of  time  which  this  fa- 
mily had  been  proprietors  of  it,  was  now  ufually  known 
by  the  name  of  Shelve  Cobham,  alias  Eaft  Shelve, 
which  his  only  daughter  and  foie  heir  Anne,  carried  in 
marriage  to  Sir  Edward  Borough,  of  Gainlborough,  in 
Lincolnfiiirc,  whofe  fon  and  heir  Thomas,  lord  Burgh, 
procured  his  lands  to  be  difgavelled  by  the  aft  of  the 
31(1  of  king  Henry  VIII.  His  fon  William,  lord 
Burgh,  in  the  1 2th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  fold  this 
manor  to  John  Pakenham,  w'ho  in  the  35th  year  of 
that  reign,  alienated  it  to  Bottler,  in  which  name  it  re- 
mained till  the  5th  year  of  king  Charles  I.  when  it  was 
jpafled  away  by  falc  to  Sir  John  Melton,  whofe  fon 
John  Melton,  efq.  foon  after  the  death  of  that  prince, 
fold  it  to  Mr.  Solomon  Adye, from  which  name  it  palTed 
into  that  of  Wilkinfon,  whofe  defeendant  John  Wil- 
kinfon,  efq.  died  pofTeffed  of  it,  as  well  as  New  Shelve, 
in  1713,  without  furviving  iffue.  Since  which  it  has 
palled  in  the  fame  fucceflion  of  ownerfhip  as  that  ma- 
nor, to  the  prelent  time,  to  the  defeription  of  which 
before,  p.  433,  the  reader  is  referred. 

The  manor  of  Downe,  or  Downe-courty  as  it  is 
now  ufually  called,  is  fituated  in  the  northern  part  of 
this  pariflt,  on  the  fummit  of  the  chalk  hills.  In  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  III.  it  had  owners  which  aflumed 

* Rot.  Efch.  ejus  en.  See  a full  account  of  this  branch  of 
Cobham  under  Chidingftone,  vol,  iii.  p.  an. 
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their  furname  from  It.  Hamode  la  Dune  then  held  it 
ns  half  a knight’s  fee,  as  did  Laurence,  heir  of  Robert 
de  la  Downc,  in  (he  20th  year  of  Edward  III.  when  he 
paid  aid  for  it  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  in  which  name 
it  continued  to  John  Downe,  who  refided  here,  in  the 
6th  year  of  Edward  and  left  two  fons,  John  and 
Thomas  Downe,  to  both  of  whom  he  by  his  will  de- 
vifed  this  ellate,  which  had  then  loft  all  reputation  of 
being  a manor.  HoW  it  pafted  afterwards  I have  not 
found  j but  Robert  Atwater,  of  Royton,  in  this  pari fti, 
died  poftHfed  of  it  in  1565,  and  his  daughter  and  co- 
heir Mary,  carried  it,  with  other  eftates  in  this  parifli 
and  neighbourhood,  in  marriage  to  Robert  Hony* 
wood,  efq.  of  Poftling.  He  died  in  1576,  leaving  a 
numerous  ifliie  by  her;  of  whom  Robert  Honywood, 
efq.  of  Charing  and  ofMarklhall,  in  Eftex,  the  eldeft 
Ton,  fucceeded  him  in  this  eftate,  in  whofe  defeendants 
it  continued  down  to  Philip  Honywood,  efq.  of  Markf- 
hall,  a general  in  the  army,  who  married  Eliz.  Waftell, 
but  died  f.  p.  1785,  having  by  his  will  given  this, 
among  his  other  eftates  in  this  county  and  in  Eftex,  to 
his  kinfman,  Filmer  Honywood,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon  of 
the  late  Sir  John  Honyw'ood,  bart.  by  his  fecond  wife 
Dorothy  Filmer.  He  is  now  of  Markfhall,  in  Eftex, 
and  is  unmarried,  having  been  M.  P.  for  this  county 
in  the  laft  two  fucceftTive  parliaments,  and  is  the  pre- 
sent owner  of  this  eftate. 

At  some  distance  north-weftward  from  Downe- 
court,  in  the  valley  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  road  leading 
from  Doddington  to  Hollingborne  hill,  at  the  extreme 
bounds  of  this  parifh,  lies  an  eftate  called  Syndall,, 
but  more  properly  Syndane^  which,  as  appears  by  the 
evidences  belonging  to  it,  as  high  as  the  reign  of  king 
John  and  king  Henry  III  was  the  inheritance  of  a fa- 
mily of  that  furname,  who  were  gentlemen  of  fomc 
note  in  thefe  parts ; but  they  continued  owners  of  it 
for  no  long  time  afterwards,  for  in  the  23d  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  Folk  de  Peyforer  was  poireiTcd  of 

Ffi  it; 
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it ; from  which  name  it  was  alienated,  before  the  end 
of  that  reign,  to  Henman,  in  whofe  defeendants  it  con- 
tinued down  to  Allen  Henman,  who  fold  the  manfion- 
houfe  and  principal  part  of  the  eftate,  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  to  Sir  Robert  Furnefe,  bai  t,  of  VValder- 
ihare,  and  he  died  poflelTed  of  it  in  1733,  being  fuc- 
ceeded  in  title  and  eftate  by  his  only  fon,  Sir  Henry 
Furnefe,  bart.  who  furvived  him  but  a fmall  time,  and 
dying  abroad  in  1735,  under  age  and  unmarried,  his 
eftates,  by  virtue  of  the  limitations  in  his  grandfather’s 
will  became  vefted  in  his  three  filters,  as  the  three 
daughters  and  coheirs  of  his  father  Sir  Rob.  Furnefe, 
in  equal  fhares  and  proportions,  in  coparcenary  in  tail 
general^  and  afterwards,  by  a decree  of  the  court  of 
chancery,  anno  9 George  II.  a writ  of  partition  was 
agreed  to  by  them,  which  was  confirmed  by  an  a6t 
pafted  the  next  year,  in  which  this  farm  of  Syndall, 
among  other  premifes,  was  allotted  to  Selina,  the  third 
daughter,  who  afterwards  married  Edward  Dering,  efq. 
who  furvived  his  wife,  and  afterwards  fuccceded  his  fa- 
ther in  the  title  of  baronet.  He  continued  in  the  pof- 
feflionof  this  eftate  till  the  year  1779,  when  he  con- 
veyed it  by  fale,  in  which  his  fon  Edward  During,  efq, 
joined,  to  Mr.  William  Hills,  of  Boughton  Blean,  who 
is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  it, 

CHARITIES. 

Six  alms-houfes,  and  a houfe  for  a governor,  were  founded 
by  Anthony  Honywood,  eF].  of  Langley,  in  this  county;  for 
the  building  and  endowing  of  which,  he  gave  an  eftate  in 
1622,  to  this  parifh  for  ever,  direfting  40I.  per  annum  to  be 
paid  out  of  it  to  fix  poor  people  inhabiting  the  alms-houfes; 
and  the  remainder  to  be  to  the  ufe  of  the  governor,  now  vefted 
in  the  minifter  and  churchwardens,  and  of  the  annual  produce 
of  qol. 

Three  pounds  per  annum  were  given  in  1720,  by  the  Rev. 
•i^RANCis  Robins,  A.  M.  of  Town  Sutton,  to  the  moll  indi- 
gent, hdneft,  and  induftrious  poor  of  Lenham,  to  be  diftri- 
buted  yearly  among  them  on  March  ii„  by  the  minifter  and 
churchwardens,  and  now  of  that  annual  produce. 
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■ Jo^^K  Foord,  late  of  Lenham,  yeoman,  by  his  will  in  1766, 
gave  to  the  minifter  and  churchwardens  of  Lenham,  and  their 
iuccell'ors  forever,  the  fum  of  300!.  the  intercil  of  it  to  be 
paid  to  a fit  and  proper  fchoolmafter,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
<aid  minifter  and  churchwardcni,  to  teach  ten  poor  boys  of 
L,etvhani,  rcadiwg,  writing,  and  accounts,  now  of  the  annual 
produce  of  12I. 

The  poor  conftantly  relieved  are  about  120,  and  cafually 
about  45. 


Lenham  is  within  the  ec-clesi astical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and  ckanry 
of  Sutton. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  It  is  a large 
handlbme  building,  with  a fquare  tower  at  the  well 
end,  in  which  is  a good  clock,  which  llrikes  the  hours 
and  quarters,  and  a fet  of  -chimes.  It  con  fids  of  two 


.ifles,  and  two  chancels ; on  the  north  fide  of  the  high 

“ At  Lienham  is  n .'fimarkable  inscription, | IS  a fit^UrC  in 


stating  that  Robert  Thompson,  Esq.  was  grand-  * - 

child  to  Mary  Honywood,  wife  of  Robert  Ho-VlllCn  ICCmS  VCry  an* 
nywood,  of  Charing,  who  had  at  her  decease Apulderfield  who 
307  children  lawfully  descended  from  her:  16  / * , L ’ J 

of  her  own  body,  1 14  grand-children,  228  of  the  reign,  ancl  WaS  DUrieQ 
third  generation,  and  9 in  the  fourth.  She  qJ"  chailCcl  there 
lies  buried  in  this  church,  but  her  monument  is  , i r JT 

at  Marks  Hall,  Essex.  Here  is  a stone  confes-lule,  thOUgn  Of  a Ulr- 


®'"TefMt‘  iize,  ror  tne  uie  or  tne  monks  of  St.  Auguftine’s, 


when  they  vifited  their  eftate  in  thisparifli,  and  for  llicli 
other  of  the  clergy  as  fhould  be  prefent  at  the  fervices 
of  the  church  ; and  at  a fmall  diftance  dom  them,  on 
the  Ibuth  fide,  a done  confcdional  chair. 

The  pulpit  is  an  odagon,  curioufly  carved  in  each 
compartment.  There  are  feveral  of  the  family  of  Ho- 
llywood buried  in  this  church  ; and  memorials,  among 
many  others,  for  the  Codds,  Brockwells,  Marflialls, 
Baldocks,  Dixons,  and  Perrys,  of  which  lad  there  is  a 
memorial  over  James  Perry,  gent,  once  principal  of 
Staples  Inn,  in  1 577,  and  over,  Anne  his  wife,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Turner,  of  Sutton  Valence,  in  1593,, 
They  bore  for  their  arms,  O/i  a bend,  three  pears. 
There  are  likewife  memorials  of  the  Thomfons  and 
the  Derings,  and  one  for  the  hon.  John  Hamilton,  in 
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1714.  Thomas  Horne,  efq.  of  Eaft  Lenham,  by  his 
will  in  1471,  proved  in  the  Prerogative-office,  in  Can- 
terbury, ordered  his  body  to  be  buried  in  St.  Ed- 
mund’s chancel,  in  this  church,  before  the  altar  there. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  north  ifle  is  a tomb  of  Betheriden  > 
marble,  having  on  it  this  ffiield  of  arms.  Six  crofs- 
crqfletSy  fitchee  j at  the  fouth  end  of  it,  a crofs-crojlet, 
fitchee ; on  one  fide  of  whicli  are  two  crefcenis  one  above 
the  other  ; and  on  the  other  fide  of  it  is  a bugle  honij 
hanging  by  a firing  on  the  crofs-crofiet.  This  tomb, 
however  different  the  arms,  may  be  from  thofe  of  this 
family  quartered  by  Chauncy  as  above-mentioned,  ic 
is  not  improbable  might  be  erefted  for  Tho.  Plorne, 
in  St.  Edmund’s  chancel,  which  might  be  in  this  part 
of  the  church.  Wee ver  fays,  Valentine  Barrett  and 
Cecile  his  wife,  and  likewile  William  Maries,  efquire 
to  king  Henry  V.  lie  buried  here ; but  it  is  a miftake, 
for  Prefton  near  Faverffiam,  in  which  church  they 
lie  buried. 

The  church  of  Lenham,  as  an  appendage  to  the  ma- 
nor, became  part  of  the  poffeffions  of  the  monaftery  of 
St.  Auguftine,  above-mentioned,  to  which  it  was  ap- 
propriated  by  pope  Celefiine  III. ’‘in  the  reign  of  king 
Richard  1.  towards  the  repleniffiing  of  the  furniture  of 
the  refedtory  from  time  to  time,  wliich  was  afterwards 
confirmed  by  feyeral  popes  and  archbifiiops  of  Can- 
terbury. 

After  which,  a vicarage  was  endowed  in  this  church 
by  the  abbot  and  convent,  by  which  the  vicar  was  en- 
titled to  receive  the  oblations  and  obventions  com-  ' 
monly  arifing  from  the  altarages,  and  the  fmall  tithes, 
with  the  tithes  of  hay  and  of  curtilages.  But  contro- 
verfies  afterwards  being  likely  to  arife  between  them, 
concerning  certain  fmall  tithes  of  the  pafture  ground, 
and  of  the  corn  of  certain  lands  really  purchafed  by  the 
abbot  and  convent  out  of  their  manor  of  Lenham, 
fince  the  endowment,  and  the  vicar  afferting,  that  his 

* Sec  Dec.  Scrip,  col.  2097.  Reg.  Mon.  Sti.  Aug.  Cart.  75. 
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vicarage  was  overloaded  with  ordinary,  as  well  as  ex- 
traordinary burthens,  humbly  prayed  of  them  Tome  re- 
lief ; the  abbot  and  convent,  therefore,  willing  to 
grant  his  petition,  and  to  cut  oft'  all  grounds  of  dif- 
ference between  them  in  future,  and  to  provide  for  his 
portion  more  liberall)'-,  granted  to  him  and  his  fuccef- 
ibrs,  all  themeflliage,  with  its  appurtenances,  in  which 
he  then  dwelt.  4nd  further,  they  releafed  to  the  vicar 
and  his  fucceffors,  ten  flaillings  annual  rent,  which  they 
iifed  to  receive  from  the  faid  mefl'uage  ; and  they 
granted  that  he  and  his  fucceflbrs  Ihould  receive  and 
have  for  ever,  twelve-pence  yearly,  which  the  prior 
and  convent  of  Ledes,  and  in  like  manner  two  pounds 
of  wax,  which  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Gregory’s, 
in  Canterbury,  ufed  yearly  to  offer  on  the  great  altar 
of  the  before-mentioned  church  ; and  they  granted  to 
him  befides,  three  feams  of  corn,  viz.  one  of  wheat  and 
two  of  barley,  to  be  taken  yearly  by  him  and  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs, from  them  in  their  manor  of  Lenham,  at  the 
hands  of  their  bailiff,  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day,  by 
equal  portions  ; fo  that  the  vicar  and  each  of  his  Ibc- 
ceflbrs,  thus  content  with  the  laid  corn,  fliould  in  future 
carry  away  notliing  in  the  name  of  tithe,  or  of  his  vi- 
carage, of  the  flieaves  of  any  kind  of  corn,  within  cur- 
tilages or  without,  arifing  within  the  bounds  of  the  pa- 
rifh.  Adding  likewife  to  his  portion,  that  he  and  his 
fucceflbrs  fliould  have  every  year  two  cows,  feeding 
with  their  cow'S,  in  their  pallure  at  Lenham,  but  not  to 
go  to  their  flieep-cote,  from  the  feaft  of  St.  Philip 
and  St.  James  to  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael.  They  con- 
firmed likewife  to  him  and  his  fucceflbrs,  the  land 
called  Langebregge,  near  Markewell,  inclofed  with 
hedges  on  every  fide,  together  with  the  appropriation 
of  the  tenement  or  mefluage,  in  which  the  vicar  then 
dwelt, which  the  vicar  and  his  fucceffors  fliould  poflefs  in 
future  to  the  ufe  of  the  vicarage,  in  manner  as  above- 
mentioned  ; and  the  vicar,  bona  fide  and  exprefsly  for 
himfelf  and  his  fucceffors,  releafcd,  that  in  either  of 

their 
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their  manors  aforefaid,  or  of  their  demefne  lands  or  te- 
nements in  it,  of  the  fmall  tithes  of  corn,  hay,  paftiire, 
the  three  mills,  of  Abbottefmill,  Slakke,  and  the  Wind- 
iiiill,  of  the  nutriment  of  cattle,  or  of  any  other  fort  of 
imall  tithes,  or  any  thing  elfe  befides  what  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned,  he  or  they  would  not  make  any  de- 
mand or  claim  in  future,  J3y  rcalon  of  the  faid  vicarage, 
but  with  tl’.e  income  and  endowment  as  aforefaid,  ac- 
cordins:  to  the  manner  of  it,  fhould  hold  themfelves 
content ; but  with  this  provilb,  neverthelefs,  that  if  the 
faid  premiles  lliould  be  let  to  ferme  to  others,  then  the 
vicar  flaoulJ  carry  his  juft  tithe  from  the  farmer  for 
that  time.  Saving  to  the  vicar  and  his  fucceflbrs,  the 
oblations  and  obventions,  and  other  fmall  tithes  and 
rents  only,  with  which  the  vicarage  w^as  originally  en- 
dowed, excepting  the  tithes  of  the  abbot  and  convent, 
as  aforefaid.  And  that  the  vicar  and  his  fuccelTors 
flmuld  properly  perform  their  duty  ro  the  church  of 
Leniiam,  and  the  chapel  of  Royton,  either  by  them- 
felves or  other  proper  curate,  and  fliould  find  lights  in 
them,  in  the  due  and  accuftomed  manner,  and  that  they 
ihould  be  bound  to  the  payment  of  the  procuration  of 
the  archbilhop,  and  all  other  ordinary  burthens  of  his 
church  for  ever;  all  other  inftruments  or  writings,  if 
■ there  fhould  be  any,  of  compofitions  between  the  faid 
parties,  or  any  of  their  predecelfors,  before  made, 
touching  the  laid  vicarage,  only  obtaining  force  by  this 
writing,  but  as  to  any  thing  elfe  totally  void  of  all. 
'f'o  which  inftrument  the  faid  abbot  and  convent  had 
put  their  common  feal. 

The  abbot  and  convent  obtained  from  time  to  time 
feveral  grants  and  extenfive  privileges  from  the  popes, 
among  which  was,  an  exemption  from  all  archiepif- 
copal  or  any  eccjefiaftical  jurifdicftion  wlratfoever,  and 
fubjeding  them  and  all  their  poftclfions  folely  and  im- 
mediately to  the  fee  of  Rome.  In  confequence  of 
which,  the  abbot  inftituted  feveral  new  deanries  and 
apportioned  the  feveral  churches  belonging  to  his  mo- 

nafterv 

4 


LENHAM.  443 

nadery  to  each  ofchem  according  to  their  vicinity,  one 
of  them  was  the  deanry  of  Lenhafn,  which  church  he 
ordained  Ihould  be  the  head  of  the  deanry  ; and  he  ap- 
pointed a dean  to  each,  with  officials,  confiftorics,  &c. 
and  exadited  an  oath  of  canonical  obedience  from  each 
of  them.  This  proceeding  raifed  great  contefts  and 
animofities  between  the  archbiffiops  and  the  abbots 
from  time  to  time,  each  appealing  in  his  turn  to  tlie 
court  of  Rome.  After  more  than  five  years  alterca- 
tion, the  determination  of  their  difputes  was  entrufted 
by  pope  Boniface  VIII.  in  the  year  1300,  to  the  ab- 
bots of  Weftminfler,  Waltham,  and  St.  Edmund:  in 
confequence  of  which,  after  near  eight  years  contro- 
verfy,  and  great  fums  of  money  fpent  on  both  fides, 
the  abbot,  three  years  afterwards,  was  ftripped  of  thefc 
exemptions,  and  by  the  pope’s  bull,  declared  to  be 
lubjedf  to  the  archbifhop’s  jurifdidion  in  all  matters 
whatfoever,  in  like  manner  as  heretofore  which  en- 
tirely diffolved  this  new  deanry,  as  well  as  the  reft  of 
them.  ' 

The  church  and  vicarage  of  Lenham  remained  part 
of  the  pofleffions  of  the  monaftery  of  St.  Auguftine  till 
the  final  difiblution  of  it  in  the  30th  year  of  Henry  VII  f. 
when  it  was,  with  all  its  revenues,  furrendered  into  the 
king’s  hands. 

The  redtoryof  Lenham,  with  the  advowfon  of  the 
vicarage,  remained  but  a fmall  time  in  the  king’s  hands, 
for  the  lame  year  he  granted  the  rectory  of  Lenham, 
the  manor  of  it  and  their  appurtenances,  to  Sir  Anthony 
•St.  Leger,  at  the  yearly  rentoffeven  pounds.  From 
him  thefe  premifes  defeended  to  Sir  Warham  St.  Le- 
ger,  who  in  the  reign. of  queen  Elizabeth,  fold  them  to 
Francis  Barnham,  efq.  and  he,  in  the  21ft  year  of  that 
reign,  fold  this  redtory  and  manor,  with  their  appurte- 
nances, to  Robert  Hony  wood,  junior,  the  fame  being 
held  of  the  queen  in  capite. 

See  Dec:m.  Script,  col.  1(970  to  2003. 
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Henry  Wilford,  elq.  poflefled  this  rectory  and  ad-  | 
vowfon  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  at  the  latter  end  i 
of  which,  he  alienated  them  to  Anthony  Brown,  vif- 
count  Montague  j fince  which  they  have  had  the  fame  i 
owners  as  the  manor  of  Lenham,  and  are  both,  with  i 
that,  now  in  the  pofleffion  6f  George  Beft,  efq.  of  > 
Chilfton. 

In  the  8th  year  of  king' Richard  II.  the  church  of  i 
Lenham  was  valued  at  23I.  6s.  8d. 

The  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
13I.  15s.  2fd.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  ys.  6id. 

In  1640  it  was  valued  at  eighty  pounds.  Comma-  1 
nicants  four  hundred. 

CHURCH  OF  LENHAM. 

I 

RECTORS. 

AnFrrw,  in  the  reign  of  king  ( 
Henry  II.* 

VICARS, 

George  Hudfm,  A.  M.  Nov.  14,  j 
1605,  obt.  1614.  I 

Robert  Barrell,  A.  M.  May  20,  | 

1614.  I 

Laurence  Fox,  obt.  1631. 

Robert  Marriott,  A.  M.  Sept.  li, 
1631.® 

The  fame  again,  September  27, 
1636.  ^ 

John  Lord,  in  1663,  obt.  1670. 
Henry  Gerrard,  A.  M.  Dec.  9, 
1670,  refig.  1677. 

Thomas  Robins,  1677,081.  1701, 
Thomas  Nichtolfcn,  1701,  obt, 
1763.'’ 

Richard  Laurence,  LL.  B.  ind, 
Feb.  24,  1763,  obt.  Augull 
1772.' 

c In  1765  he  had  a dirpenfation,  i 
for  holding  Brcdgar  with  this  vicarago. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  ivho7n  lirefented. 

. Abbot  and  convent  of  Si.  Auguf  ine 

Sir  Thomas  Horfe^nan 

R^illiam  Cobb  and  JTilliam  Col- 
lins, gents 

The  King 

The  Archbijhop 

Hifeount  Montague 

Richard  Styles,  of  Petveorth.  ..... 

Thomas  Bcf,  tfq 


* Seldcn  of  Tythes,  p.  415. 

» Rym.  Foed.  vol.  xx.  p.  138. 
h Alfo  reAor  of  Wichlirg. 
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PATRONS,  ^C. 

Thomas  Be /I,  efq^ 


Thomas  V'eirkr  Alkin,  A.  M. 
ind.  Oft.  24,  1773,  refigned 
March  1781. 

Thomas  Scott , A.  B.  1781,  re- 
figned 179X  '' 

Maurice  Lloyd,  A.  M.  >792}  the 
prefent  vicar. 


d By  dlfijenfation  in  1785  reftor  of  Duilon. 
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LIES  the  next  parilh  fouth-weftward  from  Len- 
ham.  The  manor  of  Hollingborne  claims  over  a part 
of  this  parifh. 

It  lies  moftly  at  the  foot  of  the  great  ridge  of 
chalk  hills,  being  near  three  miles  acrofs  each  way. 
It  is,  though  healthy,  rather  iinpleafantly  fituated, 
from  the  nature  of  its  foil,  for  above  the  hill,  where 
it  extends  but  a fmall  way  till  it  joins  Frinfted,  it  be- 
comes where  the  chalk  leaves  it,  a red  earth,  covered 
with  flints,  a heavy  tillage  and  unfertile  land.  On  the 
fummit  of  the  hill  here  called  Stede  hill,  is  Har- 
rietlham-place,  having  a beautiful  and  extenfive  prof- 
peft  over  the  country  fouthward.  At  a fmall  diftance 
below  the  foot  of  the  hill  ftands  the  church,  with  the 
parfonage  clofe  to  it,  and  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
farther,  where  the  chalky  foil  continues  over  an  open 
unlhaded  country,  is  Harriet fli am -ftreet,  near  which 
■ there  is  a pleafure- ground,  belonging  to  Harrietfliam' 
place,  in  which  there  is  a fummer-houle,  fh rubbery, 
and  plantation,  with  a large  fheet  of  water,  and  feveral 
cafeades,  containing  in  the  whole  fix  acres.  Through 
the  above  ftreet  the  high  road  leads  from  Lenham, 
through  the  hamlet  of  Holmemill-green,  and  rhence 
by  Leeds  park  towards  Maidftone,  and  here  the  foil 
becomes  a fand,  and  as  it  extends  fouthward,  mixes 

with 
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with  the  quarry  or  rock  ftonc  ; through  this  part  of 
the  parifh  the  Lenham  rivulet  flows  on  weftward  to- 
wards the  Medway  at  Maidhone,  receiving  here  into 
it  leveral  Imaller  ftreams,  which  rife  at  the  bottom  of 
the  chalk  hills,  though  at  fome  diftance  from  each 
other,  the  rivulet  turning  in  its  way  Holmemill  ; 
about  half  a mile  fouthward  from  which  is  Farborne 
and  the  heath  of  that  name,  beyond  which  it  ex- 
tends into  the  eaftern  part^  of  Kingfwood,  where  it 
joins  to  Ulcomb.  There  is  a fair  here,  held  yearly 
on  the  5th  of  July,  in  the  old-accuftomed  fair  field, 
at  the  court  lodge,  for  horfes,  cattle,  and  pedlary. 

This  tlace  was  given  immediately  after  the  fatal 
battle  of  Haftings,  among  other  great  pofleflions,  by 
William  the  Conqueror,  to  his  half  brother  Odo,  bi- 
Ihop  ofBaieux  and  earl  of  Kent,  under  the  general 
title  of  whole  lands  it  is  thus  entered  in  the  general 
furvey  of  Domelday  : 

In  Aihorck  hundred^  Hifgh,  the  grandfon  of  Herbert, 
holds  of  the  bifjop  (of  Baieux)  Hariarde/ham.  It  zvas 
taxed  at  two  filings.  The  arable  land  is  fix  carucates^ 
In  demefie  ....  eighteen  ‘villeins^  with  ten  borderers 
having  four  cariicates.  There  is  a church,  and  eleven 
fervants,  and  two  mills  of  eleven  fallings  and  fix-pence, 
and  [even  acres  of  meadoiv.  IVood  for  the  pannage  of 
fifteen  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confefjory 
it  was  zvorth  ten  pounds,  zvhen  he  received  it  eight  pounds, 
nozv  ten  pounds.  Ofuuard  held  it  of  king  Edzvard. 

The  fame  Hugh  holds  of  the  bi/hop,  Ferebiirne.  It 
zvas  taxed  at  one  filing.  The  arable  land  is  tzvo  earn- 
cates.  In  demefie  ....  four  villeins,  with  one  cariicate 
and  an  half,  and  tzvo  mills  of  forty  pence.  In  the  time 
of  king  Edward  the  Confejjor,  it  was  worth  four  pounds, 
afterwards,  and  nozv,  three  pounds.  Aluuin  held  it  of 
earl  Godwin. 

The  fame  Hugh  holds  of  the  bifJ.wp  one  yoke  of  free 
land  in  Selejhtirne,  and  there  he  has  half  a cariicate,  zvith 
one  borderer,  and  five  fervants,  and  one  acre  of  meadoiv 

and 
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and  an  half.  Il  is  and  zvas  worth,  Jcparately,  twenty 
IhiUings.  Aluuin  held  it  of  earl  Godzmn. 

The  abovc-ciercribed  ellates,  comprehended  the 
manor  of  Harriet jhani,  and  were,  about  tour  vears  after 
taking  the  above  i'urvey,  on  the  difgraceot  the  bilhop 
ot  Baieux,  confilcated  to  the  crown. 

After  which  this  manor  became  part  of  the  poflef- 
hons  of  the  family  of  Crefcie,  or  Creffi ; one  of  whom, 
Roger  de  Creffi,  appears  to  have  held  it  in  the  be- 
ginning of  king  Henry  Ill’s  reign,  of  the  honor  of 
Peverell,  as  one  knight’s  fee,  it  being  then  valued  at 
twenty  pounds. 

He  was  I'ucceeded  in  it  by  his  Ton,  Hugh  de  Creffi, 
who  died  in  the  47th  year  of  that  reign,  leaving  Ste- 
phen de  Creffi  his  next  heir.  After  which  it  feems 
to  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  ; for  king 
Henry  111.  in  his  48th  year,  direAed  his  writ  to  the 
fheriff  of  Kent,  to  deliver  this  manor  to  his  niece  llii- 
bel,  the  illegitimate  daughter  of  Richard,  earl  of 
Cornw’all,a  younger  fon  of  king  John,  and  then  the 
wife  of  Maurice,  lord  Berkeley,  for  her  fupport,  her 
hufband  at  that  time  having  forfeited  his  effates,  by 
alibciating  with  the  rebellious  barons,  and  fhe  being 
at  that  time  in  great  diftrefs  and  poverty.  This,  ap- 
pears to  have  happened  during  the  minority  of  Ste- 
phen de  Creffi,  above-mentioned,  who  died  poffefled 
of  it  in  the  5 2d  year  of  that  reign,  holding  it  incapite 
by  knight’s  fervice. 

Soon  after  which,  this  manor  feems  to  have  been 
divided  that  part  of  it  which  llill  retained  the  name 
of  the  manor  of  HarrietJljam^  came  into  the  po.Teffion 
of  the  family  of  Northwood,  of  North  wood,  in 
Milton. 

Roger  de  Northwood  died  anno  14  Edward  T.  pof- 
feffied  of  this  manor,  held  of  the  king  in  capite,  by  the 
fervice  of  half  a knight’s  fee,  and  the  yearly  rent  of 
nineteen  IhiUings,  from  thence  to  the  prior  and  con- 
vent of  Chrifb-church,  Canterbury,  tlis  fon.  Sir  John 

de 
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de  Northwood,  changed  the  tenure  of  his  lands  from 
gavelkind  to  knight’s  fervice,  and  in  the  21ft  year  of 
that  reign  claimed  free-warren  and  other  privileges 
of  a manor  here,  before  the  juflices  itinerant,  and  af- 
terwards, together  with  his  grandfon,  accompanied 
king  Edward  in  his  viftorious  expedition  into  Scot- 
land, and  was  OierifF  of  this  county  feveral  times. 
Having  been  fummoned  to  parliament  among  the 
barons  of  this  realm,  he  died  in  the  13th  year  of  king 
Edward  II. 

By  the  inquifition  then  taken,  he  was  found  to  hold 
two  parts  of  this  manor  in  capite,  by  the  fervice  of  two 
parts  of  one  knight’s  fee,  and  fuit  to  the  court  of  the 
manor  of  Ofpringe,  as  of  the  honor  of  Peverel.  He 
was  fucceeded  by  his  grandfon  Roger  de  Northwood, 
who  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  jointly  with 
William  dc  Clynton,  carl  of  Huntingdon,  who  pof- 
fefied  the  other  part  of  this  manor  in  right  of  Juliana 
de  Ley  borne,  his  wif^^  then  paid  aid  for  it,  as  one 
knight’s  fee,  in  Harrietlham  and  Eft  Ferbourne  ; at 
length  his  defeendant,  John  Northwood,  efq.  dying 
anno  4 Henry  V.  and  leaving  no  illue  male,  his  two 
lifters  became  his  coheirs,  who  afterwards  carried  their 
rcl'pedive  (hares  of  his  part  of  this  manor  in  marriage, 
the  former  to  John  Barley,  of  Hertford fti ire,  and  the 
other  to  Sir  John  Norton,  of  this  county.  John 
Barley  foon  afterwards  conveyed  his  moiety  of  it  to 
John  Adam,  who  was  pofiefl'ed  of  confiderable  eftates 
in  Efiex,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Fert^  a plain  crofs^  or» 
H is  defeendant,  Stephen  Adam,  was  of  Harrietfliam, 
and  died  f.  p.  leaving  his  fiftcr  Eve  his  heir,  then  the 
widow  of  John  Levet,  efq.  who  carried  this  moiety  of 
the  manor  in  marriage,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  reign 
of  Philip  and  Mary,  to  Laurence  Afhburnham,  gent. 
ofSuflex,'  who,  before  the  17th  of  the  next  reign  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  alienated  it  to  William  Stede,  efq. 
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who  that  year  levied  a fine  of  this  moiety  of  the  ma- 
nor of  Harrietlham. 

The  other  moiety  of  this  manor ^ which  came 
into  the  pofleflion  of  Sir  John  Norton,  in  right  of  his 
wife  as  before-mentioned,  pafled  from  his  name  into 
that  of  Peckham,  in  which  it  remained  till  Reginald 
Peckham,  efq.  of  Yaldham,  in  the  15th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII. ’s  reign,  conveyed  it  to  Edward  Scott, 
efq.  and  he  not  long  afterwards  tranfmitted  it  in  like 
manner,  to  John  Hales,  efq.  of  the  Dungeon,  in 
Canterbury,  one  of  the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  whofe 
defcendant,  William  Hales,  anno  4 Elizabeth,  by  a 
fine  then  levied,  pafled  this  moiety  away  by  fale  to  Sir 
Warham  St.  Leger,  of  Ulcomt^,  Iheriffin  the  ad 
year  of  that  reign,  and  chief  governor  of  the  province 
of  Munfter,  in  Ireland,  and  he,  in  the  aifb  year  of  it, 
alienated  this  moiety  of  the  manor  of  Harrietfliam  to 
William  Stede,  efq.  who  having  before  purchafed  the 
other  moiety  of  it,  of  Laurence  Alhburnham,  efq. 
became  now  poflefled  of  the  entire  fee  of  them  both. 
The  Stedes  were  of  fome  note  in  this  parifh  for  more 
than  a century  before  this  j for  John  Stede,  fenior, 
was  refident  here  in  1460,  when  by  his  will  he  devifed 
his  principal  manfion  at  Stede-ftreet,  in  this  parilh,  to 
William  his  fon.  They  bore  for  their  arms,  Argent, 
a chevron  between  three  bears  heads  couped  fable,  muz^ 
zled,  or,  William  Stede,  efq.  the  pofleflbr  of  this 
manor  as  above-mentioned,  refided  at  Harrietlham, 
and  dying  in  1574,  lies  buried  in  this  church,  under 
an  altar  tomb.  His  fon,  Sir  William  Stede,  refided 
likewife  at  Harrietlham,  and  was  Iherift'  anno  ii 
James  I.^  whofe  eldeft  fon,  Sir  John  Stede,  becoming 
poflefled  of  this  manor,  built  a handfome  feat  on  it, 
naming  it  from  himfelf  and  the  fituation  of  it,  Stede- 
hill,  in  which  he  afterwards  refided,  and  in  his  clefcen- 
dants,  who  moll  of  them  lie  buried  in  this  church, 

^ See  Viftn.  co.  Kent,  anno  1619,  Stede. 
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this  eftate  continued  down  to  Edwyn  Stede,  efq.  who 
fucceeded  to  it  on  his  father’s  death  in  1735,  and  re- 
fided  here.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Hamilton,  efq.  of  Chilfton,  who  lurvived  him, 
and  died  f.  p.  Soon  after  he  became  poffefled  of  this 
elfate,  he  fold  it  to  William  Horfemonden  Turner, 
.cfq.  of  Maidftone,  of  which  town  he  was  recorder, 
and  twice  reprefented  it  in  parlian)Cnt.  He  was  the 
fon  of  Anthony  Horfmonden,  of  Maidftone,  by  his 
fecond  wife  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Turner, 
of  Richmond,  and  grandfon  of  Daniel  Horfmonden, 
D.  D.  reftor  of  Ulcomb,  by  Urfula,  daughter  of  Sir 
Warham  St.  Leger. 

He  changed  the  name  of  this  feat  to  Harrietftiam- 
place,  by  which  it  has  ever  fince  been  called,  and  dy- 
ing  f.  p.m  1753,  was  buried  at  Maidftone,  bearing 
for  his  arms,  firft  thole  of  Turner,  which  he  aflumed 
on  his  uncle  John  Turner’s  death,  being.  On  a bendy 
three  fer  de  quartered  with  thofe  of  Horfmon- 

den, GnleSy  a faltier  argent  y fur  mounted  by  afefsy  azurey 
charged  ivith  leopards  heads  of  the  firft.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Read,  of  Gravefend,  w'ho  furvived  him, 
and  by  his  will  poflefted  this  manor  and  feat  among 
his  other  eftates,  (he  lelided  here,  and  dying  in  1782, 
was  buried  befide  her  hufband,  upon  which  it  came  by 
the  limitation  of  her  hufband’s  will,  to  Charles  Booth, 
efq.  of  the  Temple,  London,  w'ho  refided  here,  where 
he  kept  his  flirievalty  in  1781,  in  which  year  he  w'as 
knighted.  Sir  Charles  Booth  married  Mrs.  Sheppard* 
and  died  J.  p.  in  London  in  1795,  upon  which  it 
came  by  the  further  entail,  and  limitations  in  Mr. 
Turner’s  will,  with  his  other  eftates  in  this  county,  to 
William  Baldwin,  efq.  who  is  the  prefent  owner  of 
this  manor  and  ieat,  and  now^  refides  at  Harrietftiam- 
place.  A court  l6et  and  court  baron  is  held  for  this 
manor. 

The  other  part  of  the  manor  of  Harriet ftoamy 
lying  in  Raft  Farborney  in  this  parilh,  has  already  been 

taken 
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taken  notice  of  in  the  above-detcription  of  that  ma- 
nor, in  which  mention  has  been  made  of  its  having 
belonged  to  the  billiop  of  Baieux,  by  gift  from  his. 
half-brother  the  Conqueror,  and  the  defcription  of  it 
in  the  furvey  of  Domefday  has  been  likevvife  given. 

After  the  bifhop’s  difgrace,  it  paffed,  as  part  of 
the  manor  of  Harrietfliam,  into  the  pofleffion  of  the 
family  of  Crefh,  and  continued  in  it  till  the  death  of 
Stephen  de  Creffi  in  the  ^ad  year  of  king  Henry  III, 
about  which  time  the  manor  of  Harrietlham  feems  to 
have  been  divided ; two-thirds  of  it  patfed  into  the 
pofleffion  of  the  family  of  Northwood,  as  has  been 
already  mentioned,  and  the  remainder  into  that  of 
Leyborne. 

Roger  de  Leyborne  died  polTelTed  of  this  eftatc* 
then  filled  the  manor  of  Harrietjham  in  Eajl  Farborne^ 
in  the  56th  year  of  that  reign,  and  his  fon  William  de 
Leyborne  fucceeded  to  it,  in  the  2d  year  of  king 
Edward  I, 

Juliana,  his  grand  daughter,  who  from  her  great 
pofleffions,  was  ufually  ftiled  the  Infanta  of  Kent,  be- 
came his  heir,  whole  laft  hufband.  Sir  William  de 
Clinton,  afterwards  created  earl  of  Huntingdon,  held 
thiseflate  in  her  right  in  the  20th  year  of  Edward  III. 
when  he,  jointly  with  Roger  de  Northwood,  paid  aid 
for  one  knight’s  fee  in  Harrietefham  and  Eft  Fcr- 
bourne,  which  John  de  Northwood  and  William  de 
Leyborne  before  held  there  of  the  king,  as  of  the  ho- 
nor of  Peverel. 

Juliana  de  Leyborne  had  no  ifTue  by  either  of  her 
hufbands,  whom  fhe  furvived,  and  died  poflefTed  of 
this  eftate  in  the  41ft  year  of  that  reign.  On  which  it 
efcheated  to  the  crown,  there  being  then  no  one  found 
who  could  make  claim  to  her  eftates,  either  by  diredl 
or  even  collateral  alliance.® 

* See  Leyborne,  vol.  iv.  of  this  hlftcry,  p.  499. 
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After  which,  this  part  of  the  manor  of  Har- 
riettham,  then  ftiled  the  manor  of  Harietefliam, 
in  Eft  Farborne,  continued  in  the  crown,  till  king 
Richard  II.  in  his  i ich  year,  gave  it  to  the  priory  of 
canons,  alias  Chiltern  Langley,  in  Hertfordlhire, 
where  it  remained  till  the  diflblution  of  it  in  the  30th 
year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was  furrendered 
into  the  king’s  hands,  who  next  year  granted  it  to 
Richard,  fuffragan  bilhop  of  Dover,  together  with 
the  feite  of  the  before-mentioned  monaftery,  and 
other  lands  and  pofleffions  belonging  to  it,  to  hold 
during  his  life,  or  until  he  Ihould  be  promoted  to  one 
or  more  ecclefiaftical  benefices,  of  the  yearly  value  of 
one  hundred  pounds,  in  which  cafe  this  grant  ftiould 
be  void.  This  certainly  happened  before  the  36th 
yeas  of  that  reign ; for  the  king,  that  year,  granted 
this  manor  to  Sir  Thomas  Moiie,  to  hold  in  capitej 
who  gave  it  in  marriage  with  his  youngeft  daughter 
and  coheir  Amy,  to  Sir  Thomas  Kempe,  of  Wye, 
who  paired  it  away  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
to  Thomas  Wotton,  efq.  of  Boughton  Malherb, 
whole  fon  Sir  Edward  Wotton,  was  in  the  ift  year  of 
king  James  I.  created  lord  Wotton,  baron  of  Marley, 
in  this  parilh.  After  which  it  continued  by  the  name 
of  the  manor  of  Eaji  Farborne^  in  the  like  lucoeflion 
of  owner (li  ip  as  the  manor  of  Boughton  Malherb 
heretofore  deferibed,  down  to  Philip  Dormer  Stan- 
hope, earl  of  Chefterfield,  who  in  1750  alienated  it, 
with  the  reft  of  the  Wotton  eftates  in  this  county,  to 
Galfridus  Mann,  efq.  who  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1756, 
and  his  only  fon  Sir  Horace  Mann,  knight  and  ba- 
ronet, is  the  prefent  poffeflbr  of  this  manor  of  Eaft 
Farborne.’' 

West  Farborn  is  a manor  in  this  parifh,  fo 
called  from  its  fituation  in  refpeft  to  that  of  Eaft 
Farborne,  already  deferibed,  which  was  part  of  the 

'■  See  more  of  this  family  under  Linton,  and  Boughton 
Malherb. 

pofleflions 


HARRIETSHAM.  453 

poffeflions  likewile  of  Odo,  birtiop  of  Baieux,  accord- 
ingly it  is  thus  entered  in  the  book  of  Domefday,  un- 
der the  general  title  of  that  prelate’s  lands  : 

Ralph  Curbejpine  holds  of  the  biJJjop  ( of  Baieux ) Fe- 
reburne.  It  was  taxed  at  one  filling.  I he  arable  land  is 

In  demefne  there  is  one  carucatey  and  two  villeins y 

with  one  borderer , and  two  JervantSy  and  one  acre  and  an 
half  of  meadow.  Wood  for  the  pannage  of  fix  hog'.  In 
the  time  of  king  Edwar  d the  Confejfor,  and  afterwar ds, 
and  nowy  it  was  and  is  worth  thirty  fiillings.  bbsrn  Biga 
held  it  of  king  Edward, 

After  the  bithop’s  difgrace,  about  the  year  1084, 
and  the  confifcation  of  all  his  poffeflions  to  the  crown, 
this  eftate  was  granted  to  the  family  of  Magminot 
and  Say  fucceflively ; of  which  laft  it  was  held  in 
king  Henry  II I. ’s  reign,  as  chief  lords  of  the  fee,  by 
Sir  William  de  Pevington,  of  Pevington,  in  Pluckley, 
as  one  knight’s  fee.  His  defendants  John  and  Wil- 
liam Pevington,  two  brothers,  both  dying/!  p.  Ama- 
bilia,  their  lifter,  became  their  heir,  and  carried  this 
manor  in  marriage  to  John  Gobyon,  efq.  of  Effex. 
She  furvived  him,  and  dying  anno  7 Henry  IV.  by 
her  deed,  vefted  this  manor  in  feoffees,  for  the  dil- 
charge  of  her  debts  and  legacies.  They  palled  it  away 
to  Hedd,  whofe  defendant  William  Hedd  died  pof- 
feffed  of  it  in  the  5th  year  of  Henry  VIII,  it  being 
then  held  of  the  king,  as  of  his  honor  of  Saye,  and 
paying  ward  to  Dover  caftle. 

From  this  name  it  palled  into  that  of  Love,  and 
thence  again  to  St.  Leger,  and  Sir  Warham  St  Legcr, 
of  Ulcomb,  about  the  middle  of  queen  Elizabeth’s 
reign,  conveyed  it  to  Mr.  Benedidl  Barnham,  aider- 
man  of  London,  and  Iheriff  of  that  city,  anno  1592. 
He  died  poffefled  of  it  in  1598,  and  on  the  divilion 
of  his  eftates  among  his  four  lurviving  daughters  and 
coheirs,  this  manor  of  Weft  Farborne  fell  to  the  fliare 
of  Dorothy,  the  third  daughter,  who  entitled  her  hul^ 
band  Sir  John  Conftable,  to  the  fee  of  it , from  whofe 
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defcendant  it  palled  by  fale  to  Sir  Thomas  Colepeper, 
of  Hollingborne,  in  whole  family  it  remained  till 
Thomas,  lord  Colepeper,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and 
heir  Catherine,  fhe  carried  it,  with  Leeds  caftle  and 
other  polfeffions  in  this  neighbourhood,  in  marriage 
to  Thomas,  lord  Fairfax,  whofe  brother  Robert,  lord 
Fairfax,  dying  f.  p.  in  1793,  it  became  the  property 
of  his  nephew  the  Rev.  Denny  Martin  Fairfax,  D.  D. 
now  of  Leeds  caltle,  who  is  the  prefent  polfeflbr  of  it. 

Ha  RBiLTON  is  another  manor  in  this  parilh, 
■written  in  antient  deeds  Herhreton^  which  is  now  fo 
far  blended  with  that  of  Ha’rrietlham,  by  having  had 
the  lame  owners,  as  to  be  but  little  known  by  name,  was 
part  of  thole  eftates  in  this  parilh  given  by  William  the 
Conqueror  to  his  half-brother  Odo,bilhop  ol  Baieux, 
under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus  en- 
tered in  the  furvey  of  Domelday  : 

Robert  Latin  holds  to  ferme  Herbretiton.  Adelold 
held  it  of  the  bijhcp  ( of  Baieux ).  It  was  taxed  at  one  Ju- 
ling.  I'he  arable  land  is  ... . In  demejne  there  is  one  ca^^ 
rucatCy  and  two  villeins y with  one  borderer y having  two ' 
head  of  cattky  and  there  are  four  acres  of  meadow.  In 
the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Ccnfejfory  and  afterwards, 
and  noWy  it  was  and  is  worth  fixty  JhillingSy  and  yet  it 
is  let  to  ferme  for  four  pounds.  Aluric  held  it  of  earl 
Godwin. 

After  the  bifliop  of  Baieux’s  difgrace,  which  hap- 
pened about  four  years  after  the  above  furvey  was 
taken,  his  polTeffions  became  confifcated  to  the  crown, 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  the  family  of  Mal- 
mains  were  poffelTed  of  this  manor  ; one  of  whom 
paid  aid  for  it,  in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  as  three 
quarters  of  a knight’s  fee,  held  of  the  earl  of  Ewe,  as 
of  his  honor  of  Hagenet. 

They  weie,  loon  after  the  above  period,  fucceeded 
here  by  fhe  family  of  Mareys  ; William  de  Mareys 
poll'efled  it  in  the  reigns  of  king  Henry  V.  and  VI.  to 
the  former  ol  whom  he  was  ef quire  of  the  body,  and  in 

the 


harrietsham.  ' -455  . 

the  latter  reign  nieritf  of  this  county  In  the  20th  year 
of  It,  and  likewHe  efquire  to  Henry  Chichele,  cardi- 
nal and  archblfhop  of  Canterbury.  He  died  anno 
1459,  and  lies  buried  in  Prefton  church,  near  Faver- 
fham.  Soon  after  which,  this  manor  became  vefted  in 
Walter  Moile,^ who  was  juflice  of  the  peace  for  this 
county,  in  the  reigns  both  of  Plenty  VI.  and  Ed- 
ward IV.  He  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  heir  John 
Moile,  efq.  whofc  fon  Robert  Mode,  about  the  be- 
glr^ningof  king  Henry  VIII. ’s  reign,  alienated  it  to 
Ralph  St.  Leger,  efq  of  Ulcomb,  whole  grandlbn  Sir 
Warham  St.  Leger,  of  Ulcomb,  alienated  this  manor 
in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  one  part  of  it  to 
Francis  Colepeper,  and  the  other  to  Henry  Brockhull, 
efq.  of  Aldington,  loon  after  which  I find  William 
Stede,  efq.  poflefled  of  it,  in  whole  defendants  it 
continued  down  to  Edwyn  Stede,  efq.  who  loon  after 
I the  year  1735  alienated  it,  together  with  the  manor 
I of  Harrietfliam,  and  the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this  pa- 
a:ilh,  to  William  Horfmonden  Turner,  efq.  Since 
which  it  has  pafled  with  them,  through  the  fame  fuccef- 
fion  of  ownerfhip,  down  to  William  Baldwin,  elq.  of 
Harrietfhani-place,  elq.  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

There  are  two  manors  in  this  parilli,  called 
Mar  LEY,  alias  Merley-court,  and  Holme-mill, 
alias  Bentley;  the  former  of  which  is  recorded  in 
the  book  of  Domcfday,  as  having  been  an  appendage 
I to  the  manor  of  Bewley  or  Bouleyy  in  Boughton  Mal- 

I herb,  and  part  of  thole  pofleftions  given  by  William 

j the  Conqueror  to  his  half-brother  Odo,  bifliop  of 

j Baieux,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is 

! thus  entered  in  it : 

I Of  this  manor  ( of  Bog.elei ) one  Homager  (homo ) Adam 

! has  one  fulingy  and  it  is  called  Murleoy  and  there  he  has 

j one  carucate  and  four  villeiriSy  with  one  carucatey  and  a 

''  churchy  and  two  fervantSy  and  wood  for  the  pannage  of 

I four  hogs The  whole  manor y in  the  reign  of  king 

fldward  the  Confejfory  was  worth  fx  pounds y ana  after^ 
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wards  as  much,  now  Jeven  pounds,  l^urgis  held  it  if 
king  Edward, 

After  the  bifhop  of  Baieux’s  difgrace,  and  the  con- 
fifcation  of  his  eftates  to  the  crown,  the  manor  of 
Merley  continued  in  the  poflfeflion  of  Adam  above- 
mentioned,  who  gave  the  tithes  of  it  to  Anfchetil, 
archdeacon  of  Canterbury.  He  was  fucceeded  in  it 
by  his  brother  Eudo  Dapifer,  that  is,  the  king’s 
fteward,  who  gave  the  tithes  of  it,  with  the  confent 
of  Anfchetill,  to  the  priory  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Ro- 
cheder,  as  will  be  further  mentioned  hereafter. 

Robert  Fitzhamon,  a potent  Norman  lord,  after- 
wards appears  to  have  held  it,  whofe  daughter  Mabel 
carried  it  in  marriage  to  Robert,  earl  of  Gloucefter, 
natural  fon  to  Henry  I.‘ 

After  which,  the  family  of  Crefli,  pofletTors  like- 
wife  of  Harrietfham  manor,  became  lords  of  the  fee, 
of  whom  it  was  held  by  a family,  v/hich  took  their 
name  from  it. 

- In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  the  heir  of  Robert 
de  Merlee  held  it,  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  of  Roger  dc 
Crefli,  and  he  of  the  king,  as  of  the  honor  of  Peverel  j 
but  they  were  extinift  here  before  the  20th  of  king 
Edw'ard  III.  when  John  de  Somerye  paid  aid  for  it, 
as  half  a knight’s  fee.  How  it  paflfed  afterwards,  I 
do  not  find,  but  at  the  beginning  of  Edward  IV.’s 
reign,  it  was  in  the  poATefTion  of  Thomas  Kemp,  bi- 
Ihop  of  London,  who  died  poflTefled  of  it  in  1489, 
and  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of  the  Trinity,  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  body  of  St.  Paul’s  church,  founded 
by  himfelf,  in  which,  by  his  will,  he  founded  a perpe- 
tual chantry,  and  endowed  it  with  this  manor  of 
Murley-court,  as  it  is  filled  in  his  will,  then  of  the 
yearly  value,  beyond  reprifes,  of  3!.  45.  8d.  In  w'hich 
flate  this  manor  continued  till  the  firft  year  of  king 

* See  Text.  Roff.  p,  i6^,  184.  Reg.  RoiF.  p.  116.  Sandford’s 
Gen.  Hift.  p.  45. 
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Edward  VI.  when  the  chantry  was  fupprefled,  among 
others  of  the  like  fort,  and  was  vefted  in  the  king  and 
his  heirs,  by  an  ad  pafied  that  year  fpecially  for  that 
pnrpofe.  At  which  time  it  appears,  by  the  furvey 
taken  of  it,  to  have  been  let  to  William  Pratts,  gent, 
at  four  pounds  per  annum,  and  thac  it  paid  a quit- 
rent  to  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger,  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Lenham,  and  that  it  was  given  by  the  will  of  Thomas 
Kemp,  bifhop  of  London,  for  the  purpoles  above- 
mentioned. 

Soon  after  which,  the  king  granted  this  manor  of 
Merley  to  Sir  Edward  Wotton,  one  of  his  privy 
counfel,  who  was  then  likewife  polfelfed  of  the  manor 
of  Holmemill,  alias  Bentley,  in  this  parilh,  which,  if  I 
miftake  not,  had  belonged  to  the  pri'ory  of  Leeds, 
and  had  come  into  the  hands  of  king  Henry  VIII.  at 
the  fuppreflion  of  it,  by  the  ad  pafled  in  the  3 i fc  year 
of  that  reign.  He  died  poffefTed  of  both  thefe  manors 
in  the  6th  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  then  holding 
them  of  the  king  in  capite  by  knight’s  fervice.  After 
which  they  pafled  in  like  manner  as  that  ofEafl:  Far- 
borne  before-mentioned  down  to  Philip- Dormer 
Stanhope,  earl  of  Chefterfield,  who,  in  1750,  fold 
them,  with  the  reft  of  the  Wotton  eftates  in  this  part 
of  the  county,  to  Galfridus  Mann,  efq.  wdio  died 
poIfefTed  of  them  in  1756,  and  his  only  fon  Sir  Ho- 
race Mann,  is  the  prefent  pofTeflbr  of  thefe  manors. 

The  w'hole  tithes  of  the  manor  of  Merley -court 
were  given,  by  Adam  the  pofTefTor  of  it,  in  the  time 
of  the  Conqueror,  to  Anfchetill,  archdeacon  of  Can- 
terbury, who,  together  with  Eudo  Dapifer,  brother 
and  fucceflTor  of  Adam,  in  the  poflTeflion  of  this  manor, 
granted  them  to  the  priory  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Ro- 
chefter.'' 

^ Text.  RofF.  p.  164.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  xi6.  See  the  confirma- 
tions of  thefe  tithes  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  46,  48,  505,  410. 

Robert, 
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Robert,  natural  fon  of  king  Henry  I.  afterwards 
pofleffor  of  this  manor,  granted  to  the  above  priory 
the  lands,  cuftoms  and  exemptions,  which  Robert 
Fitzhamon  had  granted  in  alms  to  them  in  Merley. 

This  portion  of  tithes  remained  with  the  priory 
till  the  diffblution  of  it,  in  the  32d  year  of  king 
Flenry  VIII.  when  it  was,  among  the  reft  of  the  pof- 
Icffions  of  the  monaftery,  furrendered  into  the  king’s  j, 
hands.  After  which,  the  king,  in  his  33d  year,  let- 
tied  it  by  letters  patent,  by  his  dotation-charter,  on  j 
his  new-erefted  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefler,  part 
of  whofe  pofleffions  it  remains  at  this  time.  William 
Baldwin,  efq.  of  Harrietlham-place,  is  the  prefent 
Icflee  of  it,  under  the  dean  and  chapter. 

On  the  intended  diftblution  of  deans  and  chapters, 
fcon  after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  this  portion  was 
lurveyed,  by  order  of  the  ftate,  in  1649  ; when  it  was 
returned,  that  it  confifted  of  all  the  tithes,  both  great 
and  frnall,  arifing  out  of  the  lands  and  fields  of  the 
manor  of  Merley-court,  in  Harrietlham,  or  within 
the  precinifts  of  it,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and 
eighty-four  acres,  which  were  of  the  improved  value 
of  lol.  I os.  and  Were  let  by  the  dean  and  chapter, 
anno  15  Charles  I.  for  twenty-one  years,  to  Chrifto^ 
pher  Clarke,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  five  fl’dllings,  lo 
there  remained  clear  only  lol.  5s.  lady  Stanhope  being  , 
then  immediate  tenant  of  them, 

CHARITIES. 

Mr.  Marc  Quested,  citizen  and  finimonger  of  London,  | 
by  h is  will  in  1642,  founded  twelve  alms-houfes in  this  parifli,  1 
which  he  endowed  out  of  his  manor  of  Pen-court,  in  Holling- 
bnrne  ; fix  of  them  for  as  many  poor  inhabitants  of  this  pa- 
rifli,  and  the  other  fix  for  as  many  of  the  poor  of  that  company, 
whom  he  had  made  his  truftees.  E^ch  poorperfon,  befides  the 
above,  receive,  in  money  about  61. 

biR  William  SxEDEgaveby  deed  lol.  per  annum  in  land, 
in  the  parith  of  Sandhurlt,  for  the  binding  out  yearly  appren- 
tices two  poor  childien  of  this  parilh,  Milton  and  Tong,  veiled 
in  William  Baldwin,  efci. 

Im 
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In  1604,  A PERSON  u N KNOWN  gave  a large  filver  cup  ai.d 
cover,  (or  the  ufe  of  the  f..crament. 

William  Stedb,  LL.  D in  1637,  gave  a large  filver  flag- 
gon  and  a lalver,  for  the  like  ufe. 

Three  pieces  of  land  near  Runham,  in  Lenham.  of  the 
value  of  five  guineas  per  annum,  were  given  bv  a Jietfon  noivun~ 
htov:n  ; the  profits  of  them  to  be  equally  divided  between  the 
poor  of  thi>  parilh  and  Hollingborne,  veiled  in  the  church- 
wardens and  overleers  of  both  parilhes. 

Th  R ee  p I KCES  OF  L A N D near  S t ubble-h til , in  Lenham,  of 
the  yearly  value  of  2I.  1 is.  were  given  by  a Jicrfon  unktw’ivtit 
to  the  u(e  of  the  poor  of  this  parilh. 

A PIECE  OF  LAND,  Called  Paiilh-croft,  containing  half  an 
acre,  let  at  ys,  per  annum,  was  given  by  a Jierfon  ?io-m  unknoiim, 
in  1684,  ‘'O"'  veiled  in  the  churchwardens  and 

overfecrs. 

A PERSON  UNKNOWN  gavc  half  an  acre  of  land,  in  Wefi- 
ftreet,  on  which  two  houfes  have  been  eredled  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  poor,  veiled  in  like  manner.* 

The  poor  relieved  conllantly  are  about  twenty. five  j cafuaPy 
about  twenty. 

Harrietsham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical 
JURISDICTION  of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and 
deanry  of  Sutton. 

The  church,  which  is  a handfome  building,  con- 
fining of  three  ifles  and  three  chancels,  with  a i'quare 
tower  at  the  weft  end,  is  dedicated  to  St.  John  Bap- 
tift.  In  it  are  fotne  handfome  monuments,  and  le- 
veral  memorials  of  the  family  of  Stede,  there  was  once 
a fraternity  in  this  church  of  the  bletfed  Virgin  Mary, 
to  which  Robert  Waryn,  of  this  place,  by  will  in 
1471,  gave  land  called  Bonyers,  in  this  parilh. 

'I  he  church  feems  once  to  have  belonged  to  the 
priory  of  Leeds,  for  king  Richard  II.  in  his  19th  year 
granted  his  licence  to  the  prior  and  canons  of  it,  to 
appropriate  it  to  their  own  ufes.  How  it  happened 
that  this  appropriation  never  took  place,  or  that  the 
priory  were  diverted  of  the  polfeffion  of  it,  I do  not 
find  i but  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  it  w'as  in 

' See  Sir  Charles  Boothe's  benefaflions  in  additions  and  cor- 
redlons  10  this  volume, 

the 
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the  hands  of  the  crown,  for  that  king,  in  his  27th 
year,  granted  the  patronage  and  advowfon  of  it,  to 
the  warden  and  fellows  of  All  Souls  college,  in  Ox- 
ford, who  ttill  continue  in  the  poffeffion  of  it. 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  iil.  los.  and 
the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  3s. 

In  1640,  it  was  valued  at  one  hundred  and  fixty 
pounds.  Communicants  192.  The  glebe  land  con- 
fifts  of  fixty  acres  and  upwards. 


CHURCH  OF  HJRRIETSHAM. 

PATRONS, 


Or  by  whom  prefented. 

The  Queen,  by  lapfe 

All  Souls  college.  


.<f  was  before  eurate  of  MaiJ* 
ftone.  Sec  Mr-  Thomas  Wilfoh’s  life, 
p.  24.  Hift.  Maidftone,  p.  66. 

n See  Wood’s  Ath.  vol.  ii.  p.  1033. 
Walker’s  Saff.  of  Clergy,  part  ii. 
p.  294. 

» Son  of  Sir  Francis  Clerke,  and 
is  Ailed  efq,  in  the  prefentaiion.  See 
Wood’s  Ath.  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  fafti,  p. 
190.  He  was  alfo  rc£lor  of  Ulcomb, 
in  which  church  he  lies  butied. 
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was  buried  in  that  cathedral.  Reg. 
Roft'.  p.  704. 

' He  died  and  lies  buried  in  this 
churtb-yard. 

* He  has  improved  the  value  of  this 
rcdltory  very  confiderably.  In  1781  he 
had  a difpenfation  to  hold  this  reAory 
with  St.  Mary  le  Strand. 
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HOLLINGBORNE. 

THE  next  parifh  north-vveftward  from  Har- 
rietfham  is  Hollingbornei  called  in  Domefday,  Hoilin* 
geborde^  and  in  later  records,  Holingbiirnan  and  Ho-^ 
lingeburne.  It  probably  took  its  name  from  the  fpring 
which  rifes  in  the  vale  underneath  the  hill,  in  this 
parifh. 

The  parish  of  Hollingborne  isfituated  much  the 
fame  as  that  of  Harrietfliam  laft  defcribed,.clofe  to 
the  great  ridge  of  chalk  hills,  at  the  foot  of  which  is 
the  village  called  Hollingborne-ftreet,  in  which  at 
the  fouth  end  of  it  (lands  the  church  and  vicarage, 
and  near  them  a well-looking  brick  manfion,  of  the 
time  of  queen  Elizabeth,  which  by  its  appearance 
mud  have  had  owners  of  good  condition  in  former 
times,  but  what  is  remarkable  the  redlor  of  Holling- 
borne claims  fome  rooms  in  this  houfe  in  right  of  his 
reftory  at  this  time.  The  road  through  Newnham- 
bottom  from  Ofpringe  and  Canterbury  pafles  through 
Hollingborne-flreet,  and  thence  through  Eyhorne, 
commonly  called  Iron-ftreet,  in  this  parifli,  where 
there  are  two  good  hoales,  one  belonging  to  Robert 
Salmon,  efq.  who  refides  in  it,  and  the  other  built 
not  many  years  fince  by  Mr.  John  Weeks,  who  died 
polfefled  of  it  in  1785.  Hence  the  road  leads  on,  and 
joins  the  Afhford  high  road  through  Berfted  to  Maid-  ' 
done.  The  fouthern  part  of  this  parilh  confi.{ls 
moftly  of  a deep  (and,  the  whole  of  it  below  the  hill 
is  well  watered  by  fome  fmall  dreams,  which  running 
fouthward  join  the  Lenham  rivulet  in  its  way  to 
Maiddone.  Nearer  the  dreet  the  (oil  becomes  a 
chalk,  which  continues  to  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  at 
the  edge  of  which  (lands  Mr.  Duppa’s  houfe,  whence 
the  remaining  part  of  this  parilh  northward,  fituated 

on 
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on  high  ground,  and  expofed  to  tlie  cold  bleak  wlnd% 
is  but  a wild  and  dreary  country,  with  thick  hedge- 
rows, and  frequent  coppices  of  wood,  moftly  of  hazel 
and  oak,  and  fmall  unthriving  trees  of  the  latter  dif- 
perled  among  them  ; the  foil  a deep  tillage  land,  wet 
and  very  poor,  being  a red  cludgy  earth,  covered  with 
quantities  of  flint  ftones.  On  Eyhorne  green,  or  as 
it  is  commonly  called  Broad-ftreet,  in  this  parifli,  in 
Odober  yearly,  two  conftables  are  chofen,  one  for 
the  upper,  the  other  for  the  lower  half  hundred  of 
Eyhorne,  each  of  which  diftrid  confifts  of  the  twelve 
adjoining  pariflies,  theborlholders  in  which,  and  the 
ieveral  boroughs  in  them,  except  fuch  as  are  chofen 
at  the  different  court  leets,  are  chofen  here  likewife. 

This  parifh,  with  the  manor  of  Elnothington  in  it, 
together  with  the  reft  of  the  hundred  of  Eyhorne, 
was  antiently  bound  to  contribute  to  the  repair  of 
the  fixth  pier  of  Rochefter  bridge. 

-^THELSTAN  ETHELiNG,fon  ofEtlielred  11.  gave 
by  his  will  in  1015,  to  Chrift-church,  in  Canterbury, 
liis  lands  at  Hollingborne,  with  their  appurtenances, 
excepting  one  plough-land,  which  he  had  given  to 
Siferth.  In  the  MSS.  in  Bennet  college  library,  Cam- 
bridge, of  the  evidences  of  Chrift-chui*ch,  Canterbury, 
intitled  Thorn,  printed  in  Decim.  Script,  f.  2221, 
this  gift  is  laid  to  have  been  made  in  980  ; a very  im- 
probable circumftance,  the  king,  his  elder  brother,  at 
that  time  being  but  fourteen  years  of  age. 

Thele  lands  he  had  bought  of  hia  father,  and  gave 
them,  with  his  content,  to  Chrift-church,  L.  S.  A. 
that  is,  free  from  all  fecular  fervice,  excepting  the 
irinoda  necejjilas^  in  like  manner  as  Adilham  had  been 
given  to  it. 

The  manor  of  Hollingborne  remained  part  of  the 
polfeflions  of  the  churcli  of  Canterbury  at  the  time 
of  the  conqueft,  when  the  revenues  of  it  were  en- 
joyed as  one  common  eftate  by  the  archbifliop  and 
his  convent  j but  archbifliop  Lanfranc,  after  the  ex- 
ample 
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ample  of  foreign  churches,  Teparating  them,  in  the 
partition  Hollingborne  fell  to  the  (hare  of  the  monks, 
and  was  allotted  for  their  fubfiflence,  (or  ad  Cibum, 
as  it  was  ufually  termed)  and  it  is  accordingly  thus 
entered  in  the  book  6f  Domefday,  under  the  general 
title  of  ’Terra  Monachonm  Arebiept,  i.  e.  the  land  of 
the  monks  of  the  archbifhop. 

The  archhiP?op  himjelf  holds  Hoilingeborde,  It.  was 
taxed  at  ftx  fulings.  The  arable  land  is  tiventy-four  ca~ 
riuates.  in  demejne  there  are  two^  and  Jixty-one  vil~ 
leinSy  zviih  fixteen  borderers^  having  tiventy-three  caru^ 
cates.  There  is  a church,  twelve  fervants,  and  two  mills y 
and  eight  acres  of  meadozv.  fVood  for  the  pannage  of 
forty  hogs.  In  the  whole,  in  the  time  of  king  Edzvard 
the  CotfeJjor,  and  afterwards,  it  zvas  worth  twenty 
pounds,  and  nozv  it  is  zvorth  thirty  pounds.  To  this  ma- 
nor there  adjoins  half  a filing,  zvbich  never  paid  fcot, 
this  the  bijhop  of  Baieux  rents  of  the  archbifhop,  . 

At  this  time,  the  whole  of  the  above  premifes 
feems  to  have  been  valued  at  thirty  pounds. 

King  Henry  11.  granted  to  the  monks  of  Chrift- 
church  a charter  for  their  lands  at  Hollingborne  upon 
the  Hills.  In  the  loth  year  of  king  Edward  II.  the 
prior  obtained  a charter  of  free-warien  for  his  manor 
of  Hollingborne,  among  others  ; about  which  time 
it  was,  with  its  appurtenances,  valued  at  46I.  9s.  8d. 
King  Henry  VI,  by  his  letters  patent,  in  his  25th  and 
26th  year,  granted  to  the  prior  a market,  to  be  held 
at  this  place  weekly  on  a Wednefday,  and  a fair  yearly 
on  thefeaft  of  St.  Anne.‘ 

William  Selling,  who  was  defied  prior  in  the  next 
reign  of  king  Edward  IV.  anno  1472,  during  the  time 
of  his  holding  that  dignity,  greatly  improved  the 
prior’s  apartments  here.  After  which,  it  feems  to 
have  undergone  no  material  alteration  till  the  diflb- 

’ Rot.  Cart,  anno  25  and  26  Henry  YIJI.  N.  30. 
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lution  of  the  priory,  which  was  furrendered  into  the 
hands  of  king  Henry  VIII.  in  the  31ft  year  of  his 
reign. 

The  manor  of  Hollingborne  did  not  remain  long 
in  the  hands  of  the  crown  j for  the  king  fettled  it,  by 
his  dotation  charter,  in  his  33d  year,  on  his  new- 
erefted  dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury,  part  of  whofe 
pofTefTions  it  now  remains. 

There  is  a court-leet  and  court  baron  regularly  held 
by  the  dean  and  chapter  for  this  manor,  which  ex- 
tends likewife  into  the  adjoining  parifhes  of  Hucking, 
Bredhurft,  and  Harrietlliam,  the  quit-rents  of  it 
called  Beadle-rents,  being  about  forty-two  pounds 
per  annum. 

But  the  demesne  lands  of  this  manor  have 
been  from  time  to  time  leafed  out  by  the  dean  and 
chapter  at  a referved  rent  of  lol.  9s.  The  year  after 
the  graqt  of  it  to  them,  they  demifed  them  by  leafe 
to  I.  Reynolde,  as  they  did  anno  19  Elizabeth  to 
William  Purefoy,  in  whole  family  they  remained  till 
the  beginning  of  king  James  I.’s  reign.  After  which 
the  Fludds  held  them  in  leafe,  and  continued  fo  to 
do,  till  their  intereft  in  them  was  patfed  away  to  W. 
Alabafter,  D.  D.  After  which  thefe  premifes  were 
held  in  fucceflion  by  Bargrave,  Boys,  Farewell,  and 
Gookin,  till  the  year  1684,  when  Sir  Thomas  Cul- 
peper, had  a leafe  of  them,  in  whole  family  they  con- 
tinued till  John  Spencer  Colepeper,  of  the  Charter- 
houfe,  paired  away  his  intereft  in  them  to  the  Hon. 
Robert  Fairfax,  who  held  them  in  1758,  and  then 
alienated  his  leafe  to  Francis  Child,  el'q.  banker  in 
London,  whofe  brother  Robert  Child,  efq.  of  London, 
banker,  dying  in  1 782,  the  truftees  of  his  will,  Robert 
Dent  and  John  Keyfel,  efqrs.  are  now  in  the  pofleflion 
of  his  intereft  in  the  leale  of  thefe  demelnes,  under 
the  dean  and  chapter,  befides  w'hich  the  dean  and 
chapter  have  feveral  other  lands  and  woods  here  leafed 
gut  by  them  to  different  perfons. 
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Elnothington  is  a manor  of  eminent  account 
in  this  parifli  and  Berfted,  which  appears  by  the  book, 
of  Domefday  to  have  been  part  of  thole  pofleflions 
given  by  William  the  Conqueror  to  his  half-brother 
Odo,  bilbop  of  Baieux,  under  the  general  title,  of 
whofe  lands  it  is  thus  entered  in  that  record,  under 
the  name  of  Alnoitone. 

Hugo  cle  Port  holds  Alnoitone.  It  was  taxed  at  three 
fulings.  ‘The  arable  land  is  eight  carucates.  In  demefne 
there  are  two  carucates.,  and  eighteen  villeins,  with  Jlx 
borderers,  having  Jix  carucates.  There  is  a church  and 
eight  fervants,  and  two  mills  and  an  half,  of  feventeen 
fhillings.  There  are  five  acres  of  meadow.  PVood  for 
the  pannage  of  forty  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward 
the'Confefior,  it  was  zvorth  nine  pounds,  and  as  much 
when  he  received  it,  nozv  ten  pounds,  and  yet  it  pays 
twelve  pounds.  , 

T" 0 this  manor  there  belong  three  manfions  of  land  in 
Rochefier,  and  they  pay  five  Jhillings  per  annum.  OfUuard 
held  it  of  king  Edward. 

Abojat  four  years  after  the  above  furvey,  the  bifliop 
of  Baielux  fell  into  difgrace,  and  this,  among  the  reft 
of  hiseftates,  became  confifeated  tothe’erown. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  1.  this  manor  of  El- 
nothirgton  was  held  by  William  de  Port,  as  half  a 
knight’s  fee,  of  Robert  de  St.  John;  after  which  it 
came  into  the  pofleflion  of  a family,  which  aflumed 
their  furname  from  it,  and  in  a deed  of  Adam  de 
Twifden,  which  bears  date  in  the  21ft  }'ear  of  that 
reign,  William  de  Elnothington  is  one'  of  the  wit- 
nelfes  to  it. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  Sir  Arnold  de  St. 
Leger,  of  Ulcomb,  was  in  pofteffion  of  it ; in  the  42d 
year  of  which  reign,  he  made  a compolition  With  fc- 
veral  of  his  tenants  for  the  lands  they  held  of  this 
manor.  From  him  it  palled  in  an  uninterrupted  de- 
feent  down  to  Sir  Warham  St.  Leger,  of  Ulcomb, 
Iheriff  in  the  2d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  after- 
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wards  chief  governor  of  Munfter,  in  Ireland,  in  which 
province  Ire  was  unforfunately  flain  in  1599.  How- 
ever, fome  years  before  his  death,  he  ahenared  it,  with 
Greenway-court,  in  this  parifh,  to  Francis  Culpeper, 
efq.  fecond  fon  of  William  Cu4>cper,  efq.  ol  Lofen- 
ham  and  Wigfell,  who  afterwards  refided  at  Green- 
way-court,  under  which  a more  ample  account  of  him 
may  be  feen.  His  fon  Sir  Thomas  Culpeper,  of 
Greenway-court,  fucceeded  him  in  this  manor,  of 
which  he  died  poireffed  in  1661  ; fmce  which  this 
manor  has  pafled  in  like  manner  as  that'  eflate  down 
to  Rob.  Child,  efq.  of  London,  banker,  tire  truftees  of 
wlrofe  will,  Robert  Dent  and  John  Keyfall,  efqrs.  are 
now  in  the  pofieffion  of  if. 

Greenway-court  was  formerly  efleemed  a ma- 
nor, the  manfion  of  which  was  a feat  of  good  account 
in  tliis  paridi.  It  is  fituaied  clofe  at  the  foot  of  the 
chalk  hill,  near  a mile  eaftward  from  Hollingborne 
church,  and  was  polTelfed  antiemly  by  a family,  who 
took  their  furname  from  their  habitation  at  it ; one  of 
whom,  William,  fon  of  Gilbert  dc  Greenwaye,  Was 
owner  of  it,  and  refided  here  in  the  year  1 236,  as  ap- 
pears by  a regifter  of  Chrill-church,  in  Canterbury, 
Flow  long  they  continued  pofl'elTors  of  this  eflate,  I 
do  not  find but  it  next  became  tire  property  of  the 
family  of  Atte-leze.  Sampfon  atte  Leze,  of  Sheld- 
wich,  was  owner  of  it  in  the  26th  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward HI.  as  was  his  d'efcendant,  Marcellus  atte  Lefe, 
afterwards,  who  left  two  daughters  his  coheirs ; to 
one  of  whom,  Cecilie,  and  her  hufband,  Valentine 
Barrett,  efq^  of  Perry-court,  he  by  his  deed,  anno  13 
Richard  H.  gave  all  his  lands  and  tenements  in  Hot- 
lingborne,  and  elfewhere  in  the  hundred  of  Eyhorne. 
They,  by  deed  and  fine  levied  anno  22  Richard  1 1, 
pafied  this  eflate  away  to  Thomas  Wottone,  for  one 
hundred  marcs  of  filver. 

In  the  22d  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  William  Wot- 
ton,  fon  and  heir  of  Thomas  Wotton,  conveyed 

to 
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to  Walter  Langle,  efq.  the  manor  or  melluage  of 
Grenewey.  From  this  name  this  eftate  patTed  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  IV.  to  Ralph  St.  Leger,  elq.  of 
Ulcomb,  theriff  of  this  county  in  the  8th  year  of  it, 
in  whofe  defcendants  it  continued  down  to  Sir  War- 
ham  Sr.  Leger,  of  Ulcomb,  chief  governor  of  Mun- 
fter,  in  Ireland,  in  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  and  he 
alienated  it  with  the  manor  of  Elnothington  above 
defcribed,  to  Francis  Culpeper,  efq.  who  was  the  fon 
ofWilliam  Culpeper,  efq.  of  Lofenham,  in  this  county, 
and  of  Wiglell,  in  Sulfex,  being  the  Ion  of  Walter,  by 
i\nne  his  wife,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Henry  Au- 
cher,  efq.  of  Lofenham,  in  Newenden,  which  Walter 
was  fon  of  Sir  John  Colepeper,  of  Bedgbury,  in 
Goudhurfl:,  living  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  IV. 
under  which  parifh  a further  account  of  him  may  be 
feen^  William  Culpeper  before-mentioned,  had  by 
Cicelie,  daughter  of  Edward  Barrett,  (even  fons,  of 
whom  Sir  John,  of  Wigfell,  in  the  reign  of  James  1. 
was  anceftor  of  the  lords  Colepeper,  the  heir  of 
which  fiimily  married  Thomas,  lord  Fairfax,  potlefTor 
of  Leeds-Cartle  in  her  right ; Francis,  thefecond  fon, 
purchafed  Grfeenway-court,  as  before-mentioned ; 
Thomas  was  the  the  third  fon,  and  anceftor  of  the 
Culpepers,  of  St.  Stephen’s,  near  Canterbury  ; Dr, 
Martin  Culpeper,  the  fourth  fon,  lies  buried  in  Kingf- 
north'church  ; and  Waiter,  the  fifth  fon,  fettled  at 
Hunburne,  in  Oxfordfttire,  and  left  an  only  daughter 
and  heir.  Francis  Culpeper,  efc|.  afterwards  refided 
at  Greenway-court,  where  he  died  in  15QI,  and  was 
buried  in  this  church,  leaving  an  only  Ion,  Sir  Tho- 
mas Culpeper,  who  likewife  relided  at  Greenway- 
court,  though  he  had  purchafed  Leeds  caftle.  He 
died  at  the  former  in  1661,  and  Was  buried  in  Hol- 
lingborOe  church,  having  had  by  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
daughter  of  John  Cheney,  efq.  of  Gueftling,  in  Suf- 
fex,  three  fons  and  eight  daughters.  Of  the  former, 
Sir  Cheney,  the  eldeft,  inherited  Leeds-caftle,  where  a 
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further  account  of  him  may  be  feen  ; Francis,  the  fe- 
cond  ion,  died  young  ; and  Sir  Thomas  Culpeper,  the 
’ third  fon,  became  pofleOed  of  Greenway-court,  where 
he  refided. 

f lis  grandfon,  John  Spencer  Colepeper,  efq.  was 
of  the  Charter-houfe,  and  alienated  Greenway-court 
to  the  hon.  Robert  Fairfax,  of  Lceds-caflle,  who  af- 
terwards parted  with  it  to  Francis  Child,  efq^  of  Lon- 
don, banker,  on  whofe  death  in  1763,  it  came  to  his 
brother  and  heir-at-law  Robert  Child,  of  London, 
banker,  who  dieti  in  1782,  aitd  the  truilees  of  his 
will,  Robert  Dent  and  John  Key  fall,  efqrs.  are  now 
in  the  pofleflion  of  it. 

Ripple  is  a reputed  manor  and  feat  in  this  parifh, 
which  had  owners  of  that  name  , for  in  the  30th  year 
of  Edward  I.  Richard  dc  Ripple  held  at  his  deceale 
this  and  other  lands  in  the  parifh  of  Hollingborne,  in 
leafe  of  the  prior  and  convent  of  Chrifl-church,  in 
Canterbury ; but  it  did  not  continue  long  afterwards  in 
his  name,  for  before  tlie  latter  end  of  Edward  Ill.’s 
reign,  it  was  become  the  property  of  the  family  of 
Septvans  ; one  of  whom,  Sir  William  Septvans,  died 
poflefled  of  it  in  the  25th  year  of  that  reign,  and  was 
Succeeded  in  it  by  his  fon  William  Septvans,  who  not 
long  afterwards  conveyed  it  to  John  Gower,  w'ho  died 
poifefTed  of  it  in  the  391!!  year  of  that  reign,  and  from 
thence,  not  many  years  afterwards,  it  was  alienated  to 
Sir  John  Brockhull,  whofe  defeendants  refided  at  Al- 
dington, in  the  adjoining  parifli  of  Thurnham.  In. 
them  this  manor  continued  down  to  Henry  Brock- 
hull,  efq.  of  Aldington,  who  died  in  1596  poirefledof 
the  manor  of  Ripple, leaving  twodaughters  his  coheirs  j 
of  whom  Anne,  by  marrying  Mr.  John  Taylor,  gent, 
entitled  him  to  this  ellate,  which  he  alienated  to  Sir 
Martin  Barnham.  He  was  Ion  of  Francis  Barnham, 
efq.  flieriff  of  London  anno  1570,  the  eldeft  fon  of 
Stephen  Barnham,  of  Southwick,  in  Hampfliire,  of 
tlie  privy  chamber  to  king  Henry  VJIl.  whole  fon  I 
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take  to  have  been  Nicholas  Barnham,  ferjeant-at-law 
in  the  very  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign. 
Francis  Barnham  bore  for  his  arms,  Snble^  a crofs  en~. 
grailed^  between  four  crefeents^  argent ; and  had  four 
fons  ; of  whom  Martin,  before-mentioned,  was  the 
eldeft,  and  Benediil  the  fourth,  was  alderman  and 
flierilf  of  London  in  1^92,  and  dying  in  159S,  left 
his  five  daughters  his  coheirs. 

Sir  F.  Barnham,  the  piirchafer  of  this  manor,  after- 
wards refided  at  Hollingborne  hill,  and  was  iheritf  in 
the  40th  year  of  Elizabeth.  He  died  in  i6  lo,  and 
lies  buried  in  this  church,  being  fucceeded  in  the 
manor  of  Ripple  by  his  eldeft  Ton  (by  his  fecond  wife, 
daughter  of  Sir  Martin  Calihorpe,  of  London)  Sir  F. 
Barnham,  who  was  of  Hollingborne,"  and  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sampfon  Leonard,  elq.  of 
Chevening,  fifter  of  Henry,  lord  Dacre,  by  whom  he 
had  fifteen  children,  ten  of  whom,*  fix  fons  and  four 
daughters,  furvived  her.  Of  the  fons,  Dacre  was  the 
eldeft,  and  Robert,  the  fecond,  was  feated  at  Bough- 
ton  Monchenfie,  and  afterwards  created  a baronet, 
under  which  parilh  a further  account  of  him  and  his 
defeendants  may  be  feen.  In  his  defeendants  this  ma- 
nor remained  till  it  was  at  length  fold  to  Duckefbery, 
in  which  name  it  continued  down  to  Mr.  John 
Duckefbury,  of  Bcrfted,  who  dying  fome  years  ago, 
left  Mary  his  widow  in  the  pofiTeffion  of  it,  and  file 
having  fince  remarried  with  Mr.  Hodfoll  Sale,  of 
Berfted,  he  is  now  in  her  right,  entitled  to  it, 

• Murston  is  another  manor  in  this  parifii, 'which 
in  antient  deeds  and  court  rolls  was  ufually  written 
Mojlon,  and  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  was  the  pro- 
perty of  a family  who  alfumcd  their  name  from  it  ; 
but  they  were  extindt  here  before  the  beginning  of 
Richard  II.’s  reign,  when  it  was  become  the  eftate  of 

“ Among  the  Harlejan  MSS.  No.  6019,  15  a folio,  contain- 
ing evidences  belonging  to  Holiiiigboriie,  fiom  Sir  Francis 
Barnham  and  Doughty. 

Wood, 
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Wood,  in  whofe  del'cendants,  Teveral  of  whom  lie  bu- 
ried in  the  church-yard  of  this  pariHi,  as  appears  by 
their  wills  in  the  Prerogative-office,  in  Canterbury,  it 
continued  for  feveral  centuries,  for  it  remained  the 
property  of  one  of  them  at  the  reftoration  of  king 
Charles  II.  Soon  after  which  it  was  pafled  away  to 
Chaloner,  in  which  name  it  continued  till  Reynolds 
Chaloner,  gent,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Three  mafcleSy 
on  a chevron  a cinqnefoily  alienated  this  manor,  with 
other  premifes  in  this  parilh,  to  Chriflopher  Vane, 
lord  Barnard,  who  died  in  1723,  having  by  his  will 
given  this  manor,  with  Snagfbrook,  Claypitts,  and 
other  lands  in  this  parifli,  as  well  as  all  his  other 
eftates  here  and  elfewhere  in  this  county,  to  his  lecond 
fon  William,  vifcount  Vane,  who  afterwards  refided 
at  Fairlawn,  near  Wrotham. 

His  only  fon  and  heir  William,  vifcount  Vane,  dy- 
ing  /.,/).  in  1788,  by  will  devifed  this  manor,  with 
his  other  eflates  in  this  county  and  elfewhere,  to  Da- 
vid Papillon,  efq.  of  Acnfe,  who  fold  this  manor, 
with  the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this  parilh,  in  1791,  to 
Lew'is  Cage,  efq.  of  Berfted,  who  fettled  them  on  his 
eldeft  fon  of  the  fame  name,  and  he  is  the  prefent 
pofteftbr  of  them. 

Pen-court  is  a manor  and  feat  in  Hollingborne, 
which  was  formerly  more  properly  called  Pende-court, 
from  a.family  who  were  antiently  owners  of  it,  and  re- 
fjded  at  it ; but  before  the  end  of  king  Edward  III.’s 
reign,  this  name  was  extindl  here,  for  John  Donnett, 
of  Silham,  in  Rainham,  died  poffefled  of  it  in  the 
36th  year  of  that  reign  ; his  defcendant  James  Don- 
nett, left  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Margerie,  who 
carried  this  feat  in  marriage  to  John  St.  Leger,  of 
Ulcomb,  IherifF  of  this  county  anno  9 Henry  VI,  and 
in  his  defcendants  it  continued  down  to  Sir  VVarham 
St.  Leger,  of  Ulcomb,  Iherift  in  the  2d  year  of  queen 
Iflizabeth,  arid  lie  alienated  it,  w'ith  Elnothington, 
Greenway-court,  and  other  eftates  in  this  parilh,  to 
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Francis Culp.ep.er,  elq.  afterwards  of  Greenway-court, 
who  died  pofleffed  of  it  in  1598,  and  his  fon.  Sir 
Thomas  Culpeper,  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Marc  Quelled, 
of  London,  who  upon  his  death  fettled  it  for  ever  on 
the  warden  and  commonalty  of  the  Company  of  Filh- 
mongers  in  London.,  as  trullecs  of  his  alms  houfes, 
founded  in  the  adjoining  parilh  of  Harriet  (ham,  the 
endowment  of  which  he  diredted  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
yearly  profits  of  this  manor,  as  has  been  already  men- 
tioned, and  as  fuch  the  company  are  now  entitled  to 
llie -inheritance  of  it. 

Hollingbornb-hill  is  a feat  and  eftiUe  in  this 
parilh,  fo  called  fro.m  its  fituatioa  on  the  fummit  of 
the  chalk-hill  above  Holhrigborne-ftreet,  It  was  for- 
merly called  iSyo/ti,  and  in  1609  was  in  the  poflehion 
of  Sir  Martin  Barnham,  wlio  that  year  built  a new 
manlion  on  the  fcite  of  it,  in  which  he  refided,  as  did 
hiseidell  fon  Sir  Francis  Barnham,  but  he  afterwards 
parted  with  it  to  Gabriel  Leveley,e!q.  on  whofe  death 
it  came  to  his  fon  and  heir  Sir  Michael  Levefey,  and 
. he  conveyed  all  his  interell  in  it,  in  the  year  1623,  to 
Sir  John  Hayw'ard,  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Rowland  Hay- 
ward, alderman  of  London,  and  twice  lord- mayor, 
(by  his  fecond  wife  Catherine,  daughter  of  Cuftomer 
Smith).  Sir  John  Hayward,  during  his  refidence  at 
this  feat,  was  Iheriff  in  the  lall  year  of  James  I.  and 
bore  for  his  arms,  Or,  a bull's  head^  cahoPoed^  between 
three  mullets^  fablel^  He  died  in  1636,  without  ilfue, 
having  by  his  lall  will  bequeathed  his  manor  of  Min- 
fter,  in  the  Ifle  of  Shepcy,  to  charitable  ufes,  before 
which,  in  1632,  he  conveyed  it  to  Cheney  Culpeper, 
efq.  of  Greenway-court,and  he  in  1652  palled  it  away 
to  Henry  Pelham,  efq.  who  by  his  will  in  1658,  de- 
vifed  it  to  his  nephew  George  Pelham,  who  dying/i  p, 
in  1686,  it  came  by  his  will,  as  well  as  the  entail 
made  in  that  of  his  uncle,  to  his  brother  Charles  Pel- 

* See  in  Harl.  MSS.  No.  1 174-279,  his  match  and  defcent. 
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ham,  efq.  who  Jeft  a fon  Charles,  then  an  infant,  to 
whom  by  his  will  in  1688,  he  gave  the  fee  of  it,  and 
enjoined  him  to  fell  it  as  foon  as  he  came  of  age, 
which  he  did  in  1705,  (a  fine  being  levied  that' year 
for  this  purpofe)  to  Baldwin  Duppa,  el'q.  defcended 
of  the  fame  family  as  was  Brian  Duppa,  bifhop  of 
Winchefter,  who  died  in  1662,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Duppa,  gentleman  uflier  of  the  black  rod  to  king 
Charles  II.  b^it  their  confanguinity  I cannot  learn. 
He  bore  for  his  arms.  Azure,  a lion's  gamh  erofed  in 
fefs,  belzveen  two  chains  barza ays,  or.  In  the  year  1707 
he  fettled  this  efiateon  his  only  fon,  Baldwin  Duppa, 
efq,  though  he  lived  many  years  after  this,  and  dying 
in  1737,  was  buried  in  this  church,  where  there  is  a 
monument  erefled  to  his  memory.  Baldwin  Duppa, 
efq.  the  fon,  in  1717,  rebuilt  this  feat  on  the  Icite  of 
the  old  one,  and  came  to  refide  at  it  in  1722,  and  in 
1735  ferved  the  office  of  fheriff,  and  dying  unmarried 
in  17^4,  was  buried  in  this  church,  having  by  his  will 
bequeathed  it,  with  all  his  other  eftates,  to  his  kinf- 
man,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Richard  Hancorn,  (vvhofe  grand- 
mother was  Mr.  Duppa’s  father’s  eldeft  fifterj  with 
an  injunction  for  him  to  take  the  name  and  arms  ©f 
Duppa,  for  which  an  aCt  palled  anno  5 George  III. 
He  afterwards  quitted  the  clerical  profeffion,  and 
took  the  addition  of  efquire.  He  refided  here,  and 
died  in  1789,  having  married  Mifs  Baas,  of  Hackney, 
by  whom  he  had  no  iffue. 

Upon  his  death  this,  with  his  other  eftates,  came  to 
his  brother  Baldwin  Hancorn,  who  took  the  name 
of  Duppa,  as  did  his  Ion,  Baldwin  Duppa  Duppa, 
efq.  the  prel'ent  pofleflbr  of  this  feat  of  Hollingborne- 
hill,  where  he  now  refides.* 

* See  vol.  iv.  Additions,  p.  565. 
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Three  pieces  of  land  near  Runham,  in  Lenliam,  in  the 
occupation  of  John  Butler,  of  Harrietfham,  at  the  rent  of 
5I.  5s.  per  annum,  were  given,  one  half  to  the  poor  of  Hol- 
lingborne,  having  no  relief.  The  donor  of  them  unknown, 
veiled  in  the  minillcr  and  churchwardens,  now  of  the  annual 
produce  of  i\.  8s, 

Mrs.  Elizabeih  Cayser,  of  Hollingborne,  widow,  by 
her  will  in  1612,  left  20I.  to  purchafe  a piece  of  land  in  fee- 
fimple,  out  of  the  rent  of  which  (he  dircfted,  that  every  year 
for  ever,  upon  the  day  after  her  death,  (Sept.  22,  1615,)  los. 
fhould  be  ciRributed  ainongll  twenty  of  the  poorell  people  of 
Hollingborne,  and  5s.  aniongfl;  ten  of  Leeds,  and  5s.  amongll 
ten  of  Brcmfield,  by  the  minifter,  churchwardens,  and  over- 
feers  of  the  refpedlive  parifhes,  and  that  therefidue  of  the  rents 
and  profits  fhould  be  yearly  diftributed  by  them  amongll  tlie 
poor  of  Hollingborne,  upon  the  faid  22d  of  September.  The 
piece  of  land  that  was  purchafed  in  confequence  of  the  above- 
mentioned  devife,  iu  1720,  lies  north-well  of  Broad. llreet,  in 
Hollingborne,  and  is  called  Little  Dane.  It  contains  feven 
acres,  and  is  in  the  occupation  of  John  Featherilone,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  2I.  5s. 

Dame  Frances  Norton,  widow,  filler  of  Judith,  wife  of 
Robert  Aulten  the  elder,  efq.  of  Heronden,  gave  an  eftate,  pur- 
chafed  in  i 7 19,  by  deed  enrolled,  of  35I.  per  annum,  in  Hol- 
lingborne, for  the  joint  benefit,  in  equal  moieties,  of  the  pa- 
rilhes  of  Tenterden  and  Hollingborne.  By  which  (he  diredled, 
that  the  profits  of  the  eftate  to  each  parilh,  fliould  be  divided 
into  feven  divifions;  four ^larts  ihereof  io  be  applied  in  putting 
out  apprentices  the  children  of  parents  having  no  parochial  re- 
lief. The  three  other  farts  to  be  diftributed  to  the  minillers  of 
thofe  parilhes,  each  20s.  a piece  for  two  annual  fermons,  to  be 
preached  in  their  refpedlive  parilhes  on  the  ill  of  November, 
or  All  Saints,  and  on  the  ill  of  January,  And  the  rcjldue  of 
the  three  farts,  to  ten  poor  widows  or  houfekeepers,  one  year  in 
money,  and  the  fecond  year  in  black  and  white  Huff  or  cloth 
gowns,  and  fo  alternately  for  ever;  fueb  perf  ns  having  no 
parochial  relief,  and  hearing  the  faid  two  fermons  in  their  own 
refpedlive  parilh  churches; 

This  charity  was  veiled  in  twenty  truftees  ; but  the  donation 
and  dirp<ifition  of  the  profits  of  the  ellate,  was  to  be  made  at 
the  choice  of  the  late  Robert  Aullin,  elq.  of  Heronden,  her 
nephew,  dcceafed,  and  of  his  heirs  forever,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  churchwardens  and  ovetfeers  of  the  poor. 

This  charity,  by  acommijfion  of  charitable  ufes , was  fettled  in 
1 748,  and  the  deed  enrolled  was  conhrmed,  and  the  eftate  veiled 
in  twenty  new  truftees  jointly,  to  be  renewed  when  reduced  to 

live. 
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five,  and  alfo,  that  the  monies  unapplied  (hould  be  laid  out  in 
another  purchafe,  (after  the  charge  of  fixing  the  charity  (hould 
be  fatisfied)  which  wa?  made  accordingly,  in  a farm  of  15I.  a 
year  in  Hollingborne  and  Hocking,  and  fettled  as  diredled  by  a 
deed  enrolled.  And  the  irullees,  or  any  four  or  more  of  them, 
are  empowered  from  time  to  time,  to  diretl  the  churchwardens 
or  overfeers,  and  their  fucceflbrs  forever,  in  the  due  and  re- 
gular annual  performance,  execution,  and  prefervation  of  this 
charity. 

JohrSnothe,  of  Hollingborne,  by  his  will  in  1529,  de- 
viled a piece  of  land,  called  Potokks,  at  Greenftreet,  in  this 
parilh,  the  yearly  rent  of  it  to  be  employed  to  keep  an  ohit 
yearly  in  this  church  on  the  nativity  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  viz, 
to  the  curate  for  fo  doing,  6d.  and  the  remainder  to  be  diflri-. 
buted  yearly  in  meat  and  drink  to  the  poor  in  this  church, 
yearly  on  that  day  for  ever. 

Hollingborne  is  within  the  ecclesiastical 
juRisDicTiONof  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and  deanry 
of  Sutton  ; and  is  exempt  from  the  jurifdidfion  of  the  ' 
archdeacon. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  is  a 
handioine  building,  confifting  of  three  large  ifles, 
with  a chancel  at  the  end  of  the  middle  one,  and  a 
fquare  tower  at  the  weft  end.  The  chancel  is  much 
enriched  with  the  monuments  of  tlie  family  of  Cul^ 
peper,  of  Greenway-court,  and  for  two  of  the  lords 
Culpeper,  one  of  them  by  Rylbrack  ; on  the  north 
fide  is  one  for  Sir  Martin  Barnham  and  his  two  wives, 
in  1610,  their  three  figures  kneeling  at  a delk,  and 
underneath  their  children.  At  the  eaft  end  of  the 
north  ifle  there  is  a fmall  neat  chapel,  railed  up  fe- 
veral  fteps  to  give  room  for  a vault  underneath,  in 
which  lie  the  remains  of  all  this  branch  of  the  Cul[:)e- 
per  family.  The  fides  of  the  chapel  are  filled  with 
black  efcutcheons,  and  fquare  tablets  of  black  marble 
alternately,  only  two  of  thefe  among  the  numbers  of 
them  arc  filled  up,  and  thofc  with  younger  branches 
of  the  family  fettled  elfewhere,  a proof  of  the  difap- 
pointment  of  the  vain  endeavours  of  the  builder  to 
tranfmit  the  memory  of  his  defeendants  to  pofterity. 

On 
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On  the  middle  of  the  pavement  is  a beautiful  railed 
monument  of  white  marble,  and  the  figure  of  a lady, 
lying  at  full  length,  in  the  habit  of  the  times,  of  ex- 
ceeding good  fculpture,  in  memory  ot  Elizabeth,  lady 
of  Sir  Thomas  Culpeper,  daughter  of  John  Cheney, 
efq.  of  Sufiex,  obt.  1638.  In  the  iile  a monument 
for  Nich.  Chaloner,  elq.  obt.  1706.  Againll  the 
north  wall  ot  the  north  ifle  for  two  of  the  lamily  of 
Duppa,  and  at  the  lower  end  of  the  church,  for  the 
Plummers,  Collins’s,  and  Dykes.  In  ihe  middle  ifle 
a ftone,  on  which  have  been  the  figures  of  a man  and 
woman  in  brafs,  but  two  lliields  of  arms  remain,  be- 
ing  quarterly,  firft  and  fourth,  A chevron^  engrailed  on 
a chief.,  three  flenrs  de  Us  ; fecond  and  third,  'Three 
fifhes,  wavy,  fefsways,  in  pale. 

There  is  belonging  to  this  church,  a mo  ft  fuperb 
altar-cloth,  and  a pulpit-cloth  and  cufhion,  of  purple 
velvet,  ornamented  with  different  figures  of  fruits  of 
pomegranets  and  grapes,  wrought  in  gold,  the  needle- 
work of  the  daughters  of  Sir  John  Colepeper,  after- 
wards created  lord  Colepeper,  who  employed  them- 
felves  for  almoft  the  fpace  of  twelve  years  in  the  work- 
ing of  them,  during  their  father’s  abfence  abroad 
with  king  Charles  II. 

The  communion  plate  is  very  handfome,  and  an 
fwerable  to  the  above-mentioned  furniture,  being 
moftly  the  gift  of  the  family  of  Colepeper,  and  Ibmc 
of  It  of  Baldwin  Duppa,  efq. 

John  Ew'eyn,  by  his  will  proved  in  1527,  gave  a 
table  of  alabafler,  to  ftand  upon  the  altar  of  St.  John 
the  Baptilf  in  this  church  ; and  money  to  the  repair 
of  St.  John’^s  chapel  in  it.  John  Aleff,  parfon  of  Ho.U 
lingborne,  as  appears  by  his  will  in  1537,  was  buried 
in  the  w'ay  befide  the  porch  door,  on  the  right  hand, 
and  that  there  was  let  in  the  wall,  nigh  his  grave,  a 
flione  with  a plate  of  fculpture,  mentioning  where:  and 
whpn  he  was  buried.  He  had  before  been  vicair  of 

L.ittle 
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Little  Chart,  and  of  St.  Laurence  Wolton,  as  he  was 
then  of  St.  John’s  Sherburne,  in  Hampfhire. 

The  church  of  Hollingborne,  to  which  the  chapels 
of  Hucking  and  Bredhurft  were  antiently  annexed, 
is  a finccure  re^ory^  with  a vicarage  endowed.  The 
redlor  of  Hollingborne  is  at  this  time  patron  of  the 
perpetual  curacy  of  the  chapel  of  Bredhurft.  The  t 
archbilhop  is  patron  both  of  the  rectory  and  of  the  •.  i 
vicarage  of  Hollingborne,  the  vicar  of  which  is  col-  ; 
lated  to  this  vicarage,  with  the  chapel  of  Hucking 
annexed. 

The  vicarage  was  endowed  before  the  year  1407, 
in  which  j^ear  Arthur  Sentleger,  the  re6tor,  granted  to 
William  Maunby,  vicar  ol  this  church,  a mefluage, 
with  its  appurtenances  in  this  parifn,  for  the  habita- 
tion of  himlelfand  his  fucceflors  for  ever/  In  arch- 
billiop  Chichele’s  regifter,  at  Lambeth,  there  is  an 
unauthenticated  writing  of  a compofition,  made  about 
the  year  1441,  for  it  is  without  date,  between  Wil- 
liam Lyeff,  then  rector  here,  and  John  Ffylde,  vicar, 
upon  the  affignation  of  a proper  portion  for  the  en- 
dowment of  this  vicarage  in  future  times. 

The  rectory  of  Hollingborne  is  valued  in  the  king’s 
books  at  28I.  15s.  3d.  and  thetenthsat  2I.  17s.  6k]. 

The  vicarage  is  valued  in  them  at  7I.  6s.  8d.  and  the 
yearly  tenths  at  14s.  8d.  The  vicarage  in  1640  was 
valued  at  eighty-fix  pounds,  and  the  communicants 
were  then  271.  It  is  novy  of  the  yearly  certified  value 
of  70I.  16s.  8d. 

The  vicarage  was  augmented  twenty  pounds  per 
annum,  by  leafe  between  Ralph  Staunton,  rector,  and 
Sir  Thomas  Culpeper,  of  this  pariihi. 

The  name  of  Culpeper,  or  Colepeper,  is  fo  varir 
oully  fpelt  in  different  deeds  and  records,  that  it  is 
impoflible  to  keep  with  any  rule  to  either  fpelling  ; 
on  all  the  monuments,  and  in  the  parilb  regifter, 
(excepting  in  two  infiances  irj  the  laft)  it  is  fpelt 
Culpeper. 

^ See  Ducarel’s  Repertory,  p.  18. 
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CHURCH  OF  HOLLINGBORNE,  "xith  the  CHAPEL  OF 
HUCKING  annexed^ 


PATRONS, 

Or  hy  ivliom  Jirejented. 
Archbijtojt  of  Canterbury.  ,, 


* Gaufclinus  Johannes,  bifliop  of 
Alba  and  Cardinal,  was  prebendary  of 
Driffield,  in  the  cliurch  of  York,  of 
Lude,  in  that  of  Lincoln,  of  Sallow, 
in  that  of  Litchfield,  parfon  of  the 
churches  of  Hackney  and  Stepney,  in 
the  diocefe  of  London,  of  Pagham,  in 
the  diocefe  of  Chichellcr,  of  Holling- 
borne  and  Lytninge,  .in  Canterbury 
diocefe, and  Hemingborough,  in  York 
diocefe,  anno  1343.  Rymer’s  Feed, 
vol.  V.  p.  364. 


RECTORS. 

Gaujelinui  Cardenalis,  in  1316.* 
ffobn  JoJcelhiy  obt.  i6o3.* 

‘John  Boys,  S.  T.  B.  ind.  Feb. 
1604. 

John  IVarner,  S.  T.  P.  refigned 
1637.'’ 

Sa?nuel  Bernard,  S.  T.  P.  Jan, 
15,  1637.*^ 

Anthony  Saunders,  A.  M.  ind. 

Dec.  1669,  refjg.  1677. 
Raljdi  Staunton,  A.  M.  induced 
(JdJ.  1677. 

Mathezv  Brailsford,  S.  T.  P.  ob. 

1 733-'' 

Edinund  Batesnan,  S.  T.  P.  Feb. 

1734,  obt.  1751. 

John  S.  Hill,  S.  T.  P.  1751*  ob, 
1757- 

Francis  Dodjkvorth,  A.  M.  No- 
vember 1 757,  refigned  April 
20,  I774.'-' 

rjohn  Cautley,  A.  M.  July  I774» 
obt.  March  i,  i797-‘ 

VICARS. 

White,  obt.  1623. 

Jl'illiam  Cragge,  ind.  1623  4, 
obt.  1637. 

George  Bonham,  1637  to  1647. 
Phineas  Cojhy , 1641,0b.  165a. 

a Rym.  Feed.  vol.  viii.  p.  ir. 
b He  vacated  this  redlory  on  llU 
promotion  to  the  fee  of  Rochefter. 
c Rytn  Feed.  vol.  xx.  p.  219. 
d Dean  of  Wells, 
e Trealurerof  the  church  of  Salif- 
bury,  and  in  1774,  vicar  of  Dodding- 
ton. 

f ReAor  of  St  Rumbald’s,  in  Col- 
chefter,  and  in  1778,  prefented  to  the 
vicarage  of  Tenham. 

PATRONS, 
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PATRONS,  Css’c.  VICARS. 

Archbijliop.  of  Canta  buty,  Thomas  Yaidliy,  1652  fO  1660, 

fobn  Sbrawley,  about  1660. 

William  Thomas,  1661,  obt. 
i68r. 

Thomas  G rcgorie,  1681,  ob.  June 
17,  1696. 

Ethuard  IVaterman,  1696,  obr. 
J725. 

Thomas  Taylor,  i/2^,  obt.  1726, 

Thomas  Saul  Hancock,  prefen  ted 
March,  1727,061.  Aug.  16, 
174I:' 

Benjamm  Waterhoufe,  1741,  re. 
figned  1770. ‘‘ 

Jofcjih  Todd,  A.  B.  Dec.  1770, 
obt.  June,  I 773. 

William  Hajfell,  B.  A.  Oftober 
1773,  obt,  Dec.  1790. 

Edtvard  Hafed,  A.  B.  collated 
July,  1790,  the  prefenc 
vicar. 


g Rc£tor  alfo  of  Wormfhlll,  where  h And  vicat  of  Weftwell. 
be  lies  buried. 


LEEDS 

IS  the  next  parifli  fouthward  from  Hollingbornc. 
Kilburne  fays,  that  one  Ledian,  a chief  counfellor  to 
king  Ethelbert  II.  who  began  his  reign  in  978,  railed 
a fortrefs  here,  which  was  called  in  Latin,  from  him, 
Ledani  Cajirum,  and  in  procefs  of  time  in  Knglifh, 
Leeds.  This  caftle  was  afterwards  demolifhed  by 
the  Danes,  and  continued  in  that  fituation  till  the 
time  of  the  Norman  conqueft. 

The  present  castle. is  fituated  at  the  fouth- 
eafl  boundary  of  this  parillij  adjoining  to  Bromfield, 
which  includes  a part  of  the  caftle  itlelf.  It  is  fitu- 
ated  in  the  midft  of  the  park,-  an  aiTiple  defeription 
of  it  the  reader  will  find  hereafter.  The  Lenham  ri- 
vulet 


/ 

tf 
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vulet  takes  its  conrfe  through  the  park,  and  having 
fupplied  the  moat,  in  which  thecaflle  (lands,  and  the 
leveral  waters  in  the  grounds  tirere,  and  having  re- 
ceived into  it  the  feveral  fmall  ftreamlets  from  Hol- 
lingborne,  and  one  from  the  oppofitc  fide,  which 
comes  from  Leeds  abbey,  it  flows  on,  and  at  a fmall 
diflance  from  Caring  (Ireet,  in  this  parflh,  adjoining 
to  Berfied,  the  principal  ellate  of  which  name  there 
belongs  to  the  Drapers  cornpany,  it  turns  a mill,  and 
then  goes  on  to  Maidftonc,  where  if  jo'irrs  the  river 
Medway.  The  high  road  from  Afhford  and  Lenham 
runs  clofe  by  the  outfide  of  the  pales  of  Leeds  park, 
at  the  northern  boundary  of  the  parifli  next  to  HoU 
Irngborne,  and  thence  goes  on  towards  Bcrfted  and 
Mardftone,  from  which'  the  park  is  difliant  a little 
more  than  five  miles  ; here  the  foil  is  a deep  fand,  but 
near  the  river  it  changes  to  a black  moorifli  earth. 
Southward  from  the  ca file  the  ground  rifes,  at  about 
three  quarters  of  a mile  fouth-weft  from  it  is  l.ceds 
abbey,  the  front  of  w'hich  is  a handfbme  well-looking 
building,  of  the  time  of  c]ueen  Elizabeth.  It  is  not 
unplealantly  fituafed  on  a gentle  eminence,  and  is 
tv'ell  waterctl  by  a fmall  ftrcam  which  rifes  jufl  above 
it,  and  here  turns  a mill.  It  is  well  cloathed  with 
wood  at  the  back  part  of  ft,  to  which  the  ground  dill 
keeps  rifing;  adjoining  to  the  abbey  grounds  weft- 
ward  IS  Leeds-ftreet,  a long  ftraggling  row  of  houfes, 
near  a mile  in  length,  having  the  church  at  the  foutlt 
end  of  it ; here  the  foil  becomes  a red  unfertile  earth 
much  mixed  with  flints,  which  continues  till  it  joins' 
to  Langley  and  Otham. 

Leeds  was  part  of  thofe  poftcffions  given  by  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror  to  his  half-brother  Odo,  bilhop 
of  Baieiix  j accordingly  it  is  thus  entered,  under  the 

feneral  title  of  that  prelate’s  lands,  in  the  furvey  of 
yomefda)',  taken  in  the  year  1080. 

Adclold  holds  of  ihe  bijhop  ( of  Baienx ) Eftedes.  It 
'ivas  taxed  at  fbroLe  Jtdin-gs.  Ihe  arable  land  is  twelve 

carucates. 
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carucales.  In  demefne  there  ore  two  canicates^  and 
twenty -eight  villeins^  with  eight  borderers,  having  /even 
carncatcs.  There  is  a church,  and  eighteen  jervants. 
I here  are  two  ar pends  of  vineyard,  and  eight  acres  of 
meadoiv.  Wood  for  the  pannage  of  tzventy  hogs,  and 
five  mills  of  the  villeins.  In  the  time  of  king  Edzvard 
the  Coufejfor,  it  z^as  zvorth  fixteen  pounds,  the  like  zvhen 
he  received  it,  now  tzventy  pounds,  and  yet  it  pays  twenty- 
five  pounds.  Karl  Leuuin  held  it. 

Of  this  manor  the  abbot  of  St.  Augufiinc  has  half  a 
filing,  zvhich  is  zvorth  ten  foilUngs,  in  exchange  of  the 
park  of  the  bijhop  of  Baieux.  I he  earl  of  Ewe  has  four 
denns  of  this  manor,  which  are  zvorth  tzventy  fhillings. 

The  mention  of  the  tivo  arpends  of  vineyard  in  the 
above  furvey,  is  another  inftance  of  there  having  been 
fuch  in  this  county  in  early  times,  fome  further  obfer- 
vations  of  which  the  reader  will  find  in  the  defeription 
of  the  parifli  of  Chart  Sutton,  not  far  diftant,  and  he 
will  likewife  obferve,  that  at  the  above  time  the  bifliop 
of  Baieux  had  a park  here,  which  he  acquired  by  ex- 
change with  the  abbot  of  St.  Auguftine,  who  mult 
therefore  have  had  poiTelfions  here  before  that  time. 

On  the  bifhop  of  Baieux’s  difgrace,  about  four  years 
after  the  taking  of  the  above-mentioned  furvey,  this 
eftate,  among  the  reft  of  his  poli'eftions,  became  con- 
fifeated  to  the  crown. 

After  which  it  was  granted  by  king  William  to  the 
eminent  family  of  Crevequer,  called  in  antient  char- 
ters Creveceur,  and  in  Latin,  De  Crepito  Corde,  who  at 
firft  made  Chatham  in  this  county  their  feat,  or  caput 
baronia,  i.  e.  the  principal  manor  of  their  barony,  for 
fome  time,  until  they  removed  hither,  being  before 
frequently  wi  itten  Domini  de  Cetham. 

Robert,  fon  of  Hamon  de  Crevequer,  w’ho  had 
probably  a grant  of  Leeds  from  the  Conqueror,  ap- 
pears to  have  held  it  of  the  king,  as  of  his  caftle  of 
Dover,  hi  capite  by  barony,  t'lcir  barony,  which  con- 
futed ot  five  knight’s  fees,  being  Itilcd  Earonia  de  Cre- 
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veqtier.^  He  erefted  the  caftle  here,  to  which  he  af- 
terwards removed  the  capital  feat  of  his  barony.  I'his 
caftle  being  environed  with  water,  was  frequently 
mentioned  in  antient  writings  by  the  name  ofLe  Mote. 

In  tlie  north-weft  part  of  it  he  built  a chapel,  in  which 
he  placed  three  canons,  which  on  his  foundation  of  the 
priory  of  Leeds,  in  the  19th  year  of  king  Henry  I.  he 
removed  thither. 

His  defeendant,  Hamon  de  Crevequer,  lived  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  III.  in  the  1 9th  year  of  which,  he 
IVnlerand  Teuloniats^  oxleySy  in  the 
wardenfhip  of  the  five  ports,  and  the  next  year  had 
pofl'eftion  granted  to  him  of  the  lands  of  William  de 
Albrincis  or  Averenches,  whofe  daughter  and  heir 
Maud  he  had  married.  He  died  in  the  47th  year  of  . 
king  Henry  III.  poirefled  of  the  manor  of  Ledes,  held 
of  the  king  in  capite^  as  belonging  to  his  barony  of 
Chatham  ; upon  which  Robert,  his  grandfon,  viz.  fon 
of  Hamon  his  fon,  who  died  in  his  life-time,  fuc- 
ceeded  him  as  his  heir,  and  in  the  ^zd  year  of  that 
reign,  exchanged  the  manor  of  Ledes,  with  its  appur- 
tenances, together  with  a moiety,  of  all  his  fees,  with 
Roger  de  Leyburne,  for  the  manors  of  Trottefelyve 
and  Flete.  He  left  William  de  Leyburne,  his  fon  and 
heir,  who  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Edward  I.  had  pof- 
feflion  granted  to  him  of  the  manor  of  Ledes,  as  well 
as  of  the  reft  of  his  inheritance,  of  which  Eleanor, 
countefs  of  Winchefter,  his  father’s  widow,  was  not 
endowed. ‘‘ 

His  fon,  William  de  Leyborne,  obfervlng  that  the 
king  looked  on  the  ftrength  of  this  fortrefs  with  a jea- 
lous eye,  in  the  beginning  of  king  Edward  Ift.’s  reign 
reinftated  the  crown  in  the  pofleftion  of  both  the  manor 
and  caftle ; and  the  king  having,  in  his  27th  year  mar- 

' See  more  of  the  Crevequers  under  Chatham,  vol.  Iv.  p.  205. 

‘‘  Dugd.  Bar.  vo!.  ii.  p 14.  See  more  of  this  lamily  under 
Leyborne,  vol.  iv.  p.  498. 
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ried  Margaret,  filler  of  Philip,  king  of  France,  he  fct-- 
tied  them,  being  then  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of 
21I.  6s.  8d.  among  other  premifes,  as  part  of  her 
dower.  She  furvived  the  king  her  hufband,  who  died 
in  1307,  and  in  the  5th  year  of  the  next  reign  of  king 
Edward  II.  by  the  king’s  recommendation,  appointed 
Bartholomew  de  Badlefmere,  a nobleman  of  great 
power  and  eminence,  and  much  in  that  prince's  favor, 
governor  of  this  caftle.*  She  died  pofTefled  of  them  in 
the  10th  year  of  that  reign  ; on  which  they  came  once 
more  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  and  in  the  beginning 
of  the  next  year  the  king  appointed  Bartholonaew^dc 
Badlefmere,  above-mentioned,  governor  of  this  caftle, 
as  well  as  of  that  of  Briftoh  In  the  1 ith  year  of  that 
reign,  the  king  granted  to  him  in  fee,  this  manor  and 
caflle,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  priory  of  Ledes,  in  ex- 
change for  the  manor  of  Addrefley,  in  Shropfhirei 
Being  polfelTed  of  great  pofleffions,  efpecially  in  this 
county,  he  was  ufually  ftiled,  the  rich  lord  Badlefmre 
of  Ledes.  Being  puffed  up  through  ambition  and  his 
great  wealth,  he  forgot  his  allegiance,  and  aBbciated 
himfelf  with  the  earl  of  Lancaftcr,  and  the  difeon- 
tented  barons ; which  the  king  being  well  informed  of, 
refolved,  if  pofhble,  to  gain  pofleffion  of  this  ftrong. 
fortrefs  of  Ledes  : to  efle<5l  which,  under  pretence  of 
the  queen’s  going  on  a pilgrimage  to  Canterbury,  fhe 
fet  forward  for  that  city  with  a large  train  of  attendants, 
and>  with  a fecret  intention  of  furprifing  this  caflle,  fent 
her  marfhal  with  others  of  her  fervants,  to  prepare 
lodging  for  her  and  her  fuit  in  it.  The  lord  Badlef- 
mere’s  family,  that  is,  his  wife,  fon,  and  four  daughters, 
were  at  that  time  in  it,  together  with  all  his  treafure, 
depofited  there  for  fafety,  under  the  care  of  Thomas 
Colepeper,  the  caflellan,  who  refufed  the  queen’s  fer- 
vants admittance,  and  on  her  coming  up,  peremptorily 

' Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  57.  See  more  of  the  Badlefmeres  un. 
derChilham  and  Badieimere, 
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perfifted  in  denying  her  or  any  one  entrctnce,  without 
letters  from  his  lord.  The  queen,  upon  this,  made 
fome  attempt  to  gain  admittance  by  force,  and  a (kir- 
mifh  enfued,  in  which  one  or  more  of  her  attendants 
were  flain,  but  being  repulfed,  fhe  was  obliged  to  relin- 
quifli  her  defign,  and  to  retire  for  a lodging  elfewhere. 

I'he  king,  chagrined  at  the  failure  of  his  fchcme, 
and  highly  refenting  the  indignity  offered  to  the  queen, 
fent  a force  under  the  earls  of  Pembroke  and  Rich- 
mond, to  befiege  the  caflle  j"  and  thofe  within  it  find- 
ing no  hopes  of  relief,  for  though  the  lord  Badlefmere 
had  induced  the  barons  to  endeavour  to  raife  the  fiege, 
yet  they  never  advanced  nearer  than  Kingfton,  yielded 
it  up.  Upon  which,  the  lady  Badlefmere  and  her 
children  were  fent  prifoners  to  the  tower  of  London, 
Thomas  Colepeper,  the  caftellan,  was  hung  up,  and 
the  king  took  poffeflion  of  the  caftle,  as  well  as  of  all 
the  lord  Badlelmere’s  goods  and  treafures  in  it.  But 
by  others,  Thomas  de  Aldone  i§  faid  to  have  been  caf- 
tellan at  tliis  time,  and  that  the  caflle  being  taken,  he, 
with  the  lord  Badlefmere ’s  wife,  his  only  fon  Giles,  his 
daughters,  Sir  Bartholomew  de  Burgerfhe,  and  his 
wife,  were  fent  to  the  tower  of  London  by  the  king’s 
order;  and  that  afterwards,  he  caufed  Walter  Cole* 
peper,  bailiff  of  the  Seven  Hundreds,  to  be  drawn  in 
a pitiable  manner  at  the  tails  of  horfes,  and  to  be  hung 
juft  by  this  caftle ; on  which  Thomas  Colepeper,  and 
others,  who  w'cre  with  him  in  Tunbridge  caftle,  hear- 
ing of  the  king’s  approach,  fled  to  the  barons. 

After  which  the  lord  Badlefmere,  being  taken  pri- 
foner  in  Yorkfliire,  was  fent  to  Canterbury,  and  there 
drawn  and  hanged  at  the  gallows  of  Blean,  and  his 
head  being  cut  off,  was  fet  on  a pole  on  Burgate,  in 
that  city.  Upon  which  the  manor  and  caftle  of  Leeds, 
became  part  of  the  royal  revenue  and  the  caftle  re- 

“ Pat.  Roll,  anno  15  Edward  II.  Oft.  17,  dal,  apud  tunim, 
ps.  I ma. 
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mained  In  a moft  ruinous  condition  till  the  year 
anno  34  Edward  III.  in  which  year  that  munificent 
prelate,  William  of  Wickham,  was  conftituted  by  the 
king,  chief  warden  and  furveyor  of  his  caftle  of  Ledes, 
among  others,"  having  power  to  appoint  all  workmen,  ' 
to  provide  materials,  and  to  order  every  thing  with  re- 
gard to  building  and  repairs  ; and  in  thofe  manors  to 
hold  leets  and  other  courts  of  trefpafs  and  mifdemea- 
nors,  and  to  enquire  of  the  king’s  liberties  and  rights  ; 
and  from  his  attention  to  the  re-edifying  and  rebuilding 
the  reft  of  them,  there  is  little  doubt  but  he  reftored 
this  of  Leeds  to  a very  fuperior  ftate  to  whatever  it  had 
been  before,  infomuch,  that  it  induced  king  Richard 
to  vifit  it  feveral  times,  particularly  in  his  19th  year, 
in  which  feveral  of  his  inftruments  were  dated  at  his 
caftle  of  Ledes  ; and  it  appears  to  have  been  at  that 
time  accounted  a fortrefs  of  fome  ftrength,  for  in  the 
beginning  of  the  next  reign,  that  unfortunate  prince 
was,  by  order  of  king  Henry  IV.  fent  prifoner  to  this 
caftle  ; and  that  king  himfelf  refided  here  part  of  the 
month  of  April  in  his  2d  year. 

After  w'hich,  archbifliop  Arundel,  whofe  mind  was 
by  no  means  inferior  to  his  high  birth,  procured  a grant 
of  this  caftle,  where  he  frequently  refided  and  kept  his 
court,  whilft  the  procefs  againft  the  lord  Cobham  was 
carrying  forward,  and  fome  of  his  inftruments  were 
dated  from  his  caftle  of  Ledes  in  the  year  1413,  being 
the  year  in  which  he  died.  On  his  death  it  reverted 
again  to  the  crown,  and  became  accounted  as  one  of 
the  king’s  houfes,  many  of  the  principal  gentry  of  the 
county  being  intrufted  with  the  cuftody  of  it. 

In  the  7th  year  of  king  Henry  V.  Joane  of  Navarre, 
the  fecond  queen  of  the  late  king  Henry  IV.  being 
accufed  of  confpiring  againft  the  life  of  the  king,  her 
fon-in-law,  was  committed  to  Leeds-caftle,  there  to 
remain  during  the  king’s  plealure  j and  being  after- 

* Lowth’s  Life  of  Wickham,  p.23. 
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wards  ordered  into  Sir  John  Pelham’s  ciiftody,  he  re- 
moved her  to  the  caftle  of  Pevenfey,  in  SufTex. 

In  the  1 8th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  archbiOiop 
Chichele  fit  at  the  king’s  cadle  of  Leeds,  in  the  pro- 
cels  againft  Eleanor,  duchefsof  Gloucefter,  for  forccry 
and  witchcraft.  ^ 

King  Edward  TV.  in  his  nth  year,  made  Ralph  St. 

o^^Ulcomb,  who  had  fervcd  the  office  of 
Iheriff  of  this  county  three  years  before,  conflable  of 
this  caftle  for  life,  and  annexed  one  of  the  parks  as  a 
farther  emolument  to  that  office.  He  died  that  year 
and  was  buried  with  liis  anceftors  at  Ulcomb. 

Sir  Thomas  Bourchier  refided  at  Leeds  caftle  in  the 
lit  year  of  king  Richard  III.  in  which  year  he  had 
commiffion,  among  others  of  the  principal  gentry  of 
this  county,  to  receive  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  kino- 
Richard,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  parrs  of  Ken^ 
therein  nientioned;  in  which  year,  the  king  confirmed 
the  liberties  of  Leeds  priory,  in  recompence  of  twenty- 
four  acres  of  land  in  Bronifield,  granted  for  the  en- 
largement of  his  park  of  Ledes. 

I^n  the  4th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  Henry  Guild- 
ford, efq.  had  a grant  of  the  office  of  conftable  of 
Leeds-caftle,  and  of  the  parkerfhip  of  it;  and  in  the 
I 12th  year  of  that  reign,  he  had  a grant  of  the  cuftody 
j of  the  manor  of  Leeds,  with  fundry  perquifites,  for 
forty  years.  He  died  in  the  zgd  year  of  that  reign, 
having  re-edified  great  part  of  the  caftle,  at  the  kinVg 
no  Imall  charge.  . 

But  the  fee  fmple  of  the  manor  and  caftle  of  Leeds 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  till  Edward  VI.  in 
his  6th  year,  granted  them,  with  their  appurtenances 
in  the  parifhes  of  Leeds,  Langley,  and  Sutton,  to  Sir 
Anthony  St.  Leger,  lord  deputy  of  Ireland,  to  hold  hi 
eapite  by  knight’s  lervice. 

His  fon.  Sir  Warham  St.  Leger,  fucceeded  him  in 
this  manor  and  caftle,  and  was  afterwards  chief  governor 
of  Munftei,  m Ireland,  in  wihch  province  he  was  un- 
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fortunately  (lain  in  i599>°  but  before  his  death  he  alie- 
nated this  manor  and  caftle  to  Sir  Richard  Smyth, 
fourth  Ton  of  Thomas  Smyth,  efq.  of  Weftenhanger, 
commonly  called  Cuftomer  Smyth.  ' 

Sir  Richard  Smyth  refidedat  Leeds- caftle,  of  which 
he  died  polTefted  in  1628,  and  was  buried  in  Afhford 
church,  where  there  is  a coftly  monument  eredbed  to 
his  memory. 

Sir  John  Smith,  his  only  fon,  fucceeded  his  father, 
and  refided  at  Leeds  caftle,  and  dying  /.  p.  in  1632, 
was  buried  in  this  church  ; upon  which  his  two  fifters, 
Alice,  wife  of  Sir  Timothy  Thornhill,  and  Mary,  of 
Maurice  Barrow,  efq.  became  his  coheirs,  and  entitled 
their  refpeftive  hufbands  to  the  property  of  this  manor 
and  caftle,  which  they  afterwards  joined  in  the  fale  of  to 
Sir  T.  Culpeper,  of  Hollingborne,  who  fettled  this 
eftate,  after  his  purchafe  of  it,  on  his  eldeft  fon  Cheney 
Culpeper,  remainder  to  his  two  other  fons,  Francis  and 
Thomas.  Cheney  Culpeper,  efq.  refided  at  Leeds- 
caftle  for  fome  time,  till  at  length  perfuading  his  bro- 
ther Sir  Thomas  Culpeper,  of  Hollingborne,  (then  his 
only  furviving  brother,  Francis  being  dead  /.  p.)  to 
cut  off  the  entail  of  this  eftate,  he  alienated  it  to  his 
coufin  Sir  John  Colepeper,  lord  Colepeper,  only  fon 
of  Sir  John  Culpeper,  of  Wigfell,  in  SulTex,  whofc 
younger  brother  Francis  was  of  Greenway-court,  in 
Hollingborne,  and  was  father  of  Sir  Thomas  Cul- 
peper, the  purchafer  of  this  eftate  as  before-mentioned. 

Sir  John  Colepeper  reprefented  this  county  in  par- 
liament in  the  1 6th  year  of  king  Charles  1.  and  being 
a perfon,  who  by  his  abilities  had  raifed  himfelf  much 
in  the  king’s  favor,  was  made  of  his  privy  council,  and 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  afterwards  mafter  of  the 
rolls,  and  governor  of  the  Ifte  of  Wight.  During  the 
troubles  of  that  monarch,  he  continued  ftedfaft  to  the 

f Philipo;t,  p.  .IriQi  Peer.  vol.  iii.  p.  17*  et  feq. 
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royal  caufe,  and  as  a reward  for  his  fervices,  was  in 
1 644  created  lord  Colepeper,  baron  of  I'horefway,  in 
Lincolnfhire. 

After  the  king’s  death  he  continued  abroad  with 
king  Charles  II.  in  his  exile.  During  his  abfence, 
Leeds-caftle  feems  to  have  been  in  the  pofTcfrion  of 
the  ufurping  powers,  and  to  have  been  made  ufe  of  by 
them,  for  the  alfembling  of  their  committee  men  and 
fequeftrators,  and  for  a receptacle  to  imprifon  the 
f-jefted  minifters,  for  in  1652,  all  his  eftates  had  been 
declared  by  parliament  forfeited,  for  treafon  againft  the 
•ftate.  He  died  in  1660,  a few  weeks  only  after  the 
relloration,  and  was  buried  at  HoHingborne.  He  bore 
for  his  arms,  Argent^  a bend ingrailed  gules,  tht  antient 
bearing  of  this  family;  he  left  by  his  fecond  wife  Judith, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Culpeper,  of  Holiingborne, 
feveral  children,  of  whom  Thomas  was  his  fuccelTor 
in  title  and  eftates,  and  died  without  male  iftlie  as  will 
be  mentioned  hereafter,  John  fuc-ceeded  his  brother  in 
the  title,  and  died  in  1719  / />.  and  Cheney  fuccceded 
his  brother  in  the  title,  and  died  at  his  refidence  of 
Hofton  Sc  John,  in  1725,  /.  p.  likewile,  by  which 
the  title  became  extindl;  they  all,  with  the  reft  of  the 
branch  of  the  family,  lie  buried  at  Holiingborne. 
Thomas,  lord  Colepeper,  the  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded  his 
father  in  title,  and  in  this  manor  and  caftle,  where  he 
refided,  and  having  married  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Signior  Jean  de  Hcfte,  of  a noble  family  in  Germany, 
he  left  by  her  a foie  daughter  and  heir  Catherine,  who 
intitled  her  hulband  Thomas,  lord  Fairfax,  of  Came- 
ron, in  Scotland,  to  this  manor  and  caftle,  with  his 
other  eftates  in  this  neighbourhood. 

The  family  of  Fairfax  appear  by  old  evidences  in 
the  hands  of  the  family  to  have  been  in  poft'eftion  of 
lands  inYorkfhire  near  fix  hundred  years  ago.  Richard 
Fairfax  was  pofTefled  of  lands  in  that  county  in  the 
reign  of  king  John,  whofe  grandfon  William  Fairfax 
in  the  time  of  king  Henry  III.  purchafed  the  manor  of 
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Walton,  in  the  Weft  Riding,  where  he  and  his  fuc- 
ceftors  refided  for  many  generations  afterwards,  and 
from  whom  defeended  the  Fairfax’s,  of  Walton  and 
Gilling,  in  Yorkfhire  ; of  whom.  Sir  Thomas  Fair- 
fax, of  Gilling,  was  created  vifeount  Fairfax,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  w'hich  title  became  extin6t  in 
1772  ; and  from  a younger  branch  of  them  defeended 
Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  of  Denton,  who  lived  in  queen 
Elizabeth’s  reign,  and  changed  the  original  field  of  his 
coat  armour  from  to  or,  bearing  for  his  arms. 

Or,  3 bars  gemelles^  gules,  fur  mounted  of  a Hon  rampant, 
Jable,croivn' d,of  the  firjl,  and  was  father  of  Sir  T.  Fair- 
fax, who  was,  for  his  fer vices  to  James  and  Charles  I. 
created  in  1627  Fairfax,  baron  of  Cameron,  in 
Scotland.  He  died  in  1640,  having  had  ten  fonsand 
two  daughters;  of  whom,  Ferdinando  was  his  fuccef- 
for;  Henry  was  redtorof  Bolton  Percy,  and  had  two 
foils,  Henry,  who  became  lord  Fairfax,  and  Bryan, 
who  was  anceftor  of  Bryan  Fairfax,  late  commiftioner 
of  the  cuftoms  ; and  colonel  Charles  P'airfax,  of  Men- 
fton,  was  the  noted  antiquary,  whofe  iftue  fettled  there. 

Ferdinando,  the  fecond  lord  Fairfax,  in  the  civil 
wars  of  king  Charles  1.  was  made  general  of  the  parlia- 
mentary forces,  and  died  at  York  in  1646.  His  fon. 
Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  fucceeded  him  as  lord  Fairfax, 
and  in  all  his  pofts  under  the  parliament,  and  was  that 
famous  general  fo  noted  in  Englifh  hiftory  during  the 
civil  wars,  being  made  commander  in  chief  of  all  the 
parliamentary  forces  ; but  at  laft  he  grew  fo  weary  of 
the  diftrefs  and  confufion  , which  his  former  actions  had 
brought  upon  his  unhappy  country,  that  he  heartily 
concurred  in  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  After 
which  he  retired  to  his  feat  at  Bilborough,  in  York- 
fhire, where  he  died  in  1671,  and  was  buried  there, 
leaving  by  Anne,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Horatio,  lord 
Vere  ot  Tilbury,  a truly  loyal  and  virtuous  lady,  an 
only  daughter;  upon  which  the  title  devolved  to  Henry 
Fairfax,  cfq.  of  Oglefthorpe,  in  Yorkftiire,  his  firft 

coufin. 
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coufin,  eldefl:  Ion  of  Henry,  reftor  of  Bolton  Percy, 
the  lecond  Ion  of  Thomas,  the  firfl  lord  Fairfax. 
Henry,  lord  Fairfax,  died  in  1680,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  hiseldeft  Ton  I'homas,  fifth  lord  Fairfax,  who  was 
bred  to  a military  life,  and  rofe  to  the  rank  of  a bri- 
gadier-general. He  reprefented  Yorkfliire  in  feveral 
parliaments  and  marrying  Catherine,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Thomas,  lord  Colepepcr,  poflelTed,  in  her  right 
this  manor  and  caftle,  and  other  large  poflefiions,  as 
before-mentioned. P 

He  died  poflefled  of  them  in  1710,  leaving  three  fons 
and  four  daughters,  Thomas,  who  fucceeded  him  as 
lord  Fairfax  i Henry  Culpeper,  who  died  unmarried, 
in  1734;  and  Robert,  of  whom  hereafter.  Of  the 
daughters,  Margaret  married  David  Wilkins,  D.  D. 
and  prebendary  of  Canterbury,  and  Francis  married 
Denny  Martin,  efq.  Thomas,  lord  Fairfax,  the  ion, 
refided  atLeeds-cailletill  his  quitting  England,  to  rcfide 
on  his  great  pofTeffions  in  Virginia,  where  he  continued 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  On  his  departure  from  Eng- 
land, he  gave  up  the  pofieffion  of  this  manor  and 
caftle,  with  his  other  eftates  in  this  neighbourhood,  to 
his  only  furviving  brother,  the  hon.  Robert  Fairfax, 
who  afterwards  relidcd  at  Leeds-caftle,  and  on  his  bro- 
ther’s death  unmarried,  in  178?.,  fucceeded  to  the  title 
of  lord  Fairfax.  He  was  at  firft  bred  to  a military  life, 
but  becoming  poflefted  of  Leeds  caftle,  he  retired  there, 
and  afterwards  twice  ferved  in  parliament  for  the 
town  of  Maidftoue,  as  he  did  afterwards  in  tw’o  fuc- 
ceftive  parliaments  for  this  county.  Flc  was  twice 
married  j firft  to  Martha,  daughter  and  coheir  of  An- 
thony Collins,  efq.  of  Baddow,  in  Effex,  by  w'hom  he 
had  one  fon,  who  died  an  infant  j and,  fccondly,  to  one 

P In  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  among  the  Harleian  MSS.  are  fe- 
veral pedigrees  of  this  family,  and  likewife  more  than  one  MSS. 
copy  of  the  memorial  of  the  parliamentary  general  Thomas, 
lord  Fairfax,  of  his  military  tranfadions  during  his  command 
as  fuch.  Mo.  1786,  2315,  and  6390. 
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of  the  daughters  of  Thomas  Belt,  efq.  of  Chatham, 
who  died  f.  p.  in  1750.  Lord  Fairfax  dying  f.  p.  in 
1793,  this  caftieand  manor,  with  the  reft  of  his  cftates 
in  this  county,  came  to  his  nephew  the  Rev.  Denny 
Martin,  the  eldeft  Ton  of  his  fifter  Frances,  by  Denny 
Martin,  efq.  of  Loofe,  who  had  before  his  uncle’s  death 
been  created  D.  D.  and  had,  with  the  royal  licence,  af- 
fumed  the  name  and  arms  of  Fairfax,  Dr.  Fairfiix  is 
the  prefent  poireflbr  of  this  manor  and  caftle,  and  re- 
fides  here,  being  at  prefent  unmarried. 

A court  lect  and  court  baron  is  held  for  the  manor 
of  Leeds,  at  which  three  borfholders  are  appointed.  It 
is  divided  into  fix  divifions,  or  yokes  as  they  are  called, 
viz.  Church-yoke,  Ferinland-yoke,  Mill-yoke,  Ruf- 
ferken-yoke,  Stockwell-yoke,  and  Lees-yoke. 

Leeds  caftle  is  a magnificent  pile  of  building,  being 
built  of  ftone,  at  feveral  times,  and  of  difterent  archi- 
tedlure  ; notwithftanding  which,  it  has  altogether  a fine 
cffeift.  It  is  pleafantly  lituated  in  the  midft  of  a beau- 
tiful park,  and  is  incircled  by  a large  moat  of  running 
water,  in  which  there  is  great  plenty  of  fifh,  efpecially 
pike,  which  are  fo  large  as  frequently  to  weigh  between 
thirty  and  forty  pounds.  At  the  entrance  to  the  caftle 
are  the  remains  of  an  antient  gateway,  which  has  been 
pulled  down  to  within  about  a yard  of  the  ground. 
What  is  left,  fliews  it  to  have  been  very  ftrong  ; the 
groove  fpr  the  portcullis  is  ftill  remaining.  A little  to 
the  north-weft  of  it  is  the  ruin  of  a very  antient  build- 
ing, perhaps  that  part  of  the  caftle  in  which  Robert  de 
Crevequer  placed  the  three  chaplains  at  his  firft  erec- 
tion of  it,  as  has  been  already  mentioned  before. 

The  approach  to  the  caftle  is  over  a ftone  bridge  of 
two  arches,  and  under  another  antient  gateway,  which, 
with  the  part  already  deferibed,  feems  to  have  been 
part  of  the  old  fortrefs,  built  by  the  Crevequers,  and 
not  demolifhed  at  the  time  the  reft  of  it  was.  Within 
the  laft-mentioned  gate,  is  an  handfome  quadrangle  or 
court,  and  on  the  right  hand  a building,  wliich  feems 
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by  the  architedure,  to  be  of  the  time  of  William  of 
Wickham,  and  might  be  part  of  what  he  erected  here. 
That  part  at  the  further  fide  of  the  fquare,  oppofite  the 
entrance,  contains  the  ftate  or  principal  apartments, 
which  has  had  a handfome  uniform  front  of  rufiic  (tone 
work  added  to  it ; the  windows  of  it,  though  fafhed, 
are  arched  in  the  gothic  tafte,  and  the  parape-t  is  em- 
battled. Behind  this  building,  over  a bridge  of  two 
arches,  formerly  a draw  bridge,  but  now  built  on  and 
inclofed  as  a pafiage,  there  is  a large  building,  being 
the  extremity  of  the  caftle  j this  is  a handfome  ftruc- 
ture,  of  fightly  vvorkmanfhip,  intended  no  doubt  both 
for  beauty  and  ftrength,  and  Teems  to  be  of  the  age  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  If  fo,  in  all  likelihood,  it  v/as 
creded  by  Sir  Henry  Guildford,  who  was  conftable  of 
it  in  that  reign,  and,  as  hp  been  already  mentioned,  re- 
edified  this  caftle  at  the ‘king’s  charge.  The  feite  of 
this  building,  from  the  ftrength  and  fituation  of  the 
place,  was  moft  probably  where  the  antient  keep  of 
the  caftle  was  formerly  placed. 

On  the  evening  of  Tuefday,  Nov.  3,  1779,  his  ma- 
jefty  king  George  III.  and  his  confort  queen  Char- 
lotte, after  having  reviewed  the  grand  camp  on  Cockf- 
heath,  honored  this  caftle  with  their  prefence.  I'hc 
next  day  they  received  here  the  compliments  of  the 
nobility,  general  officers,  and  many  of  the  principal 
gentry  of  the  county,  as  well  of  the  mayor,  and  other 
members  of  the  corporation  of  the  neighbouring  town 
of  Maidftone  ; and  next  morning  let  out,  amidft  the 
acclamations  of  thoufands,  for  London,  highly  pleafed 
with  this  caftle  and  its  environs,  and  the  reception  they 
met  with  from  the  pofleflbr  of  it. 

Robert  de  Crevequer,  with  the  affiftance  of 
Adam  de  Crevequer  his  fon,  in  the  year  1 1 1 9,  founded 
A PRIORY  at  Leeds  for  black  canons  regular,  of  the 
order  of  St.  Auguftine,  and  by  his  charter  gave  them 
a feite  for  the  founding  of  their  church,  in  honor  of 
St.  Mary  and  St.  Nicholas,  and  other  convenient  build- 
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ings  for  the  religious,  as  it  was  then  inclofcd  and 
bounded  off.  And  he  gave  them  the  forftali,  which 
was  before  their  gate,  and  the  land  which  lay  on  both 
tides  of  it ; which  gift  was  afterwards  confirmed  by 
Daniel  de  Crevequer  his  fon,  as  it  was  by  his  fon  Ro- 
bert, w'ho  gave  them  the  mill  of  Brandefcompe,  in 
Ledes,  and  free  common  in  all  his  fright  here,  to  feed 
their  cattle  in,  at  all  times  of  the  year ; and  that  their 
conventual  church  being  vacant,  they  fhould  have  the 
free  cuftody  of  it,  aixl  the  difpofal  and  ordering  of  all 
their  polTeffions  and  goods ; and  he  gave  them  his 
wood,  called  Eaft-park,  with  the  lands  adjoining  to  it, 
in  this  paril'h,  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms, 

Robert,  fon  of  Hamon  de  Crevequer,  junior,  anno 
5 Edward  I.  confirmed  all  the  gifts  made  to  the  canons 
of  Ledes  by  his  anceftors  or  himfelf,  within  his  barony 
as  before-mentioned  ; and  that  on  a vacancy,  they 
Ihouldchufe  their  priors,  referving,  however,  the  ap- 
probation of  them,  as  had  been  ufed  of  old  time  to  his 
anceftors. 

Pope  Innocent  III.  in  1 198,  confirmed  the  fubjec- 
tion  of  this  priory  to  the  jiinfdidion  of  the  fee  of  Can- 
terbury. And  Edward  III.  in  his  41ft  year,  by  letters 
of  inJpeximitSy  confirmed  to  the  canons  of  the  church  of 
Ledes,  i.  e.  the  priory,  then  of  his  patronage,  all  the 
former  donations  made  by  the  Crevequers  to  them. 

The  archdeacon  of  Canterbury  claimed  the  privilege 
of  inftalling  the  prior  of  Ledes,  at  which  time  he  ftaid 
at  the  priory  for  two  nights  and  a day,  and  received  his 
vi(ftuals  and  drink  for  that  time,  but  nothing  further. 

In  the  8th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  anno  1384,  the 
total  of  the  fpiritiialities  and  temporalities  of  this  priory 
was  valued  at"2  2ol,  12s.  8d, 

In  which  reign  Thomas  Hazlewood,  canon  here, 
after  he  had  taught  towards  his  old  age,  applied  himfelf 
to  reading  and  w-ritinghiftory.  He  wrote  many  things, 

•»  Diigd.  Mon.  vol.  ii.  p.  no  et  frq. 

and 
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and  among  others,  a work  which  he  entitled,  A Com- 
pendious  Chronicle. 

King  Richard  III.  in  his  firft  year  confirmed  the  li- 
berties of  this  priory. 

James  Goldewelle,  LL.  D.  bifliop  of  Norwich,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  finding  this  convent  deeply 
in  debt,  and  unable  to  iupporc  their  ufual  hofpitality, 
relieved  them  bounteoufly,  infomuch,  that  they  ac- 
knowledged him  in  fome  meafure  as  the  founder  of 
their  houfe.  And  the  bifnop,  being  rather  defirous  for 
the  health  of  his  foul,  than  the  repayment  of  the  mo- 
ney, founded  a chantry  of  one  priefi,  at  the  altar  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  in  the  fouth  part  of  the  nave  of  this 
conventual  church  ; to  which  the  prior  and  convent 
acceded,  by  their  inftrument  in  1487.  On  Dec.  22, 
1534,  anno  26  Henry  VIII.  the  prior  and  convent  of 
the  houfe  or  priory  of  Lyddis  figned  the  adl  of  fuccef- 
fion  and  the  king’s  fupremacy  j at  which  time  there 
were,  a prior,  fupprior,  and  ten  canons,  in  this  priory, 
who  then  figned  this  inllrument. 

In  which  (ituation  it  remained  till  tlie  31  ft  year  of 
Henry  VI II.  when  an  adtpaffed,  for  confirming  to  the 
king  and  his  fuccefibrs  all  religious  houfes,  which  had 
been  fupprefied  fince  the  former  a6l  of  the  27th  year 
of  that  reign,  or  might  be  in  future  fupprefied.  In 
confequence  of  which,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Leeds, 
among  others,  were  in  a manner  conltrained  to  furren- 
1 der  their  houle,  lands,  and  pofieffions,  then  valued  at 
I 362I.  ys.  yd.  per  annum,  into  the  king’s  hands.  This 
being  one  of  thole  religious  houfes,  which  by  the  flatute 
ot  3 1 Henry  VIII.  is  capable  of  exemption  from  tithes; 
fuch  being  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  in  as 
, free  and  ample  a manner  as  the  religious  themfelves 
held  and  enjoyed  the  fame."  Thomas  Day  was  the 
I Jail-  prior  ot  it  who  lurrendered  this  priory  into  the 

" See  Burn’  Ecclef.  Law,  vol.  iii.  p,  382, 

!!  ■ king’s 
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king^s  hands  in  I539>  anno  31  Henry  VIII.  and  had 
apenfion  of  eighty  pounds  per  annum  allowed  to  him. 
The  prior  of  Ledes  was  fummoned  to  parliament 
anno  49  Henry  III.  but  I do  not  find  any  fummons 

diredled  to  him  afterwards. 

The  arms  of  this  priory  were,  Argent,  a crofs  voided, 
gules,  in  imitation  of  their  founders  the  Crevequers, 
who  bore,  Gules,  a crofs,  or.  ^ , 

The  chartulary,  or  ledger-book  of  this  priory,  is 
now  in  the  poflefilon  of  Sir  Beverfliam  Filmer,  bart. 

Leeds  abbey,  by  which  name  it  has  been  long 
known,  by  the  antient  remains  of  it,  appprs  to  have 
been  a fpacious building.  The  church  of  it  is  faid  to 
have  been  in  fize  and  beauty  equal  to  many  of  our  ca- 
thedrals. There  was  a noted  figure  of  the  Virgin  Mary 
in  it,  befide  the  altar  of  St.  Katherine.  There  were 
likewife  altars  in  it  dedicated  to  St.  Martin  and  St. 
Anne.  In  this  church,  Leland,  Itin.  vol.  vi.  p.  7,  fays, 
were  buried  three  of  the  Crevequers,  Robert,  Robert, 
and  Thomas.  Guido  Mone,  who  was  prebendary  of 
Stow  Longa, in  Lincoln  cathedral,  and  afterwards  bifhqp 
of  St.  David’s,  died  at  his  houfe  at  Charlton,  in 
Kent,  in  1407,  and  was  buried  here.  Joane  Good- 
herft,  widow,  by  her  will  in  1485,  direfted  to  be  bu- 
ried in  the  church  of  this  priory,  under  the  tomb  of 
John  Iprys,  efq.  her  late  father,  if  it  conveniently 
might  be,  but  if  not,  then  in  the  cemetery  of  the  pa- 
rith  church,  near  the  burying-place  of  her  hulband. 
There  are  not  any  remains  of  this  church  now  left.^ 
The  year  after  the  diflblution  of  the  priory,  the  king 
demifed  to  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger,  for  twenty-one 
years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  22I.  17s.  ad.  the  houfe  and 
Lite  of  this  priory,  with  all  houfes,  mills,  &c.  within 
the  precinft  of  it,  and  lands  therein  mentioned,  contain  - 
ing together  three  hundred  and  twenty-three  acres,  and 
other  premiles,  in  the  tenure  of  the  faid  Anthony  St. 
Leger ; all  which  were  in  this  parifh,  and  lately  be- 
longed to  the  late  priory  here  j excepting  all  houfes 
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and  buildings  within  the  precin6l  of  it,  which  the  king 
had  already  ordered  to  be  pulled  down  and  carried 
away.  In  which  (late  it  continued  till  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  VI.  when  that  king,  by  his  letters  patent,  in 
his  4th  year,  granted  to  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger,  of 
Ulcomb,  knight  of  the  garter,  &c.  the  fcite  of  the 
priory,  and  all  orchards,  gardens,  &c.  and  all  thofc  de- 
mefne  lands  and  woods  of  this  priory,  lying  in  Leeds, 
Langley,  Sutton  Valence,  and  Bromfield,  containing 
by  eftimation  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres,  to 
hold  of  the  king  in  capite  by  knight’s  fervice.  But 
the  reft  of  the  eftates  of  this  difiblvcd  priory,  being  by 
far  the  greateft  part  of  the  manors  and  pofleflions  of  it, 
were  fettled  by  king  Henry  VIII.  in  his  33d  year,  on 
his  new-founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  an  ac- 
count of  which  may  be  feen  in  different  parts  of  this 
hiftory. 

Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger  died  poffcffed  of  this  eftatc 
in  1559/  and  w'as  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  fon  Sir  War- 
ham  St.  Leger,  of  Ulcomb,  who  in  the  15th  year  of 
Elizabeth  vtftcd  it  in  truftees  for  the  faie  of  it,  and  they 
quickly  afterwards  fold  it  to  Norden,  who  foon  after- 
wards parted  with  it  to  Francis  Colepeper,  efq.  of 
Grcenway-court,  in  Flollingborne,  who  not  long  after 
tranfmitted  it  back  again  to  Norden,  and  he  imme- 
diately afterwards  alienated  it  to  William  Covert,  whofe 
fon  William  Covert,  efq.  lefided  here,  and  new  built 
the  front  of  the  houfe,  as  it  now  remains,  and  repaired 
and  re-edified  much  of  the  reft  of  the  antient  buildings 
of  the  priory,  over  a ftone  portal  on  the  weft  fide  of 
which,  the  initials  of  his  name,  W.  C.  and  the  date, 
1598,  ftill  remain. 

In  the  6th  year  of  king  James  I.  he  fold  this  priory, 
or  abbey  of  Leeds,  as  it  came  then  to  be  called,  with 
the  lands  belonging  to  it,  being  then  held  in  capite,  to 
Sir  William  Meredith,  of  Stanfty,  in  Denbighftiire, 
and  then  removed  to  Vintners,  in  Boxley.  Sir  William 

‘ See  an  account  of  the  St.  Legers  under  Ulcomb. 

Meredith 
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Meredith  afterwards  refided  here,  and  bore  for  his 
arms,  Azure^  a lion  rampant ^ or. 

H is  Ton,  William  Meredith,  efq.  was  of  Leeds- 
abbey,  and  in  the  14th  year  of  James  I.  purchafed  of 
Sir  Warham  St.  Leger  other  lands  and  v/oods  in  the 
adjoining  pariOies,  held  in  like  manner,  and  fix  years 
afterwards,  anno  1622,  was  created  a baronet.  He  had 
by  his  firft  wife  fix  fons,  and  fix  dagiiters : of  whom, 
Richard,  the  fecond,  but  cldcft  furviving  fon,  fuc- 
ceeded  him  in  title ; and  Roger,  the  fixth,  was  a 
mafterin  chancery,  but  died  /.'  p.  One  of  the  daugh- 
ters, Elizabeth,  married  Sir  Henry  Oxenden,  bart.  of 
Deane*  whole  fecond  wife  fhe  was,  by  whom  fhe  had 
a numerous  ifilie,  from  one  of  whom  the  late  Sir  Geo. 
Oxenden,  bart.  was  defeended.  Die  died  in  1675, 
was  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  furviving  fon,.  Sir  Richard 
Meredith,  bart.  who  had  fix  fons  and  five  daughters  ; 
of  whom  Sir  William  Meredith,  bart.  the  eldeft  fon, 
was  of  Leeds-abbey,  and  died  unmarried  ; tienry,  the 
fecond  fon,  was  a colonel  in  the  army,  and  left  an  only 
daughter  Sufanna,  born  in  1710.  He  died  in  1711, 
at  Leeds-abbey,  in  his  father’s  life-time  ; Richard,  the 
third  fon,  fucceeded  his  brother  William  in  the  title 
and  in  this  feat,  and  died  unmarried ; Thomas,  the 
fourth  fon,  reprefented  this  county  in  the  12th  year  of 
William  III.  and  died  before  his  brothers  /.  p.  Philip 
died  unmarried  i and  Roger,  the  fixth  fon,  fucceeded 
to  the  title  of  baronet  and  this  feat,  on  the  death  of  his 
brother  Sir  Richard,  who  died  unmarried  in  1723. 

Sir  Roger  Meredith,  bart.  refided  at  Leeds-abbey, 
and  in  1727  . was  chofen  to  reprefent  this  county  in 
parliament.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Francis 
Tyfien,  efq.  of  Shacklewell,  widow  of  Samuel  Gott, 
efq.  and  dying  in  1738,  f.  p.  was  buried  in  a vault  in 
the  fouth  chancel  of  this  church,  having  a handfome 
monument  ereded  to  his  memory,  and  by  his  will  de- 
viled this  feat,,  among  the  reft  of  his  .eftates,  to  his  niece 
Sufanna,  (only  daughter  of  his  brother  colonel  Henry 
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Meredith,  before-mentioned)  in  tail  general,  remain- 
der to  feveral  different  perfons  in  tail  male. 

Mrs.  Siifanna  Meredith  refided  at  Leeds-abbey, 
where  flie  died  unmarried  in  1758,  and  her  unde  Sir 
Roger  Meredith,  having  omitted  to  devife  the  fee  of 
this  eftate  after  the  above-mentioned  remainders,  it 
became  vefted  in  her,  as  his  foie  heir  ; Ibe,  therefore, 
by  her  will,  devifed  the  fee  of  it  to  her  heir  -at-law.  Sir 
George  Oxenden,  bart.  the  dire6t  defcendant  of  her 
grandfather.  Sir  Richard  Meredith  s fifter  Elizabeth. 

On  Mrs.  Meredith’s  death,  unmarried,  VValter 
Hooper,  efq.  of  London,  the  intermediate  remainders 
having  ceafed,  became  poflefled,  by  the  limitation  in 
Sir  Roger  Meredith’s  will,  of  this  feat  and  eftate,  and 
refided  here,  where  he  died  in  175^’  7*  P’  which, 
it  came  by  the  entail  above-mentioned,  to  his  nephew, 
William  Jumper,  efq.  of  Stockbury,  as  tenant  in  tail 
male  likewife,  who  afterwards  refided  here,  and  in  the 
year  1761  ferved  the  office  of  fheriff  for  this  county, 
He  joined  with  Sir  George  Oxenden,  bart.  in  whom 
the  fee  of  it  was  vefted  by  Mifs  Meredith’s  will,  in  the 
fale  of  this  feat,  with  the  eftate  belonging  to  it,  in  i 765 
to  John  Calcraft,  efq.  of  Ingrefs,  who  made  confi- 
derable  improvements  and  additions  to  the  houfe  and 
the  grounds  adjoining  to  it.  He  bore  for  his  arms, 
Per  fefs,  argent  and  ermine^  three  lions  pajpint-guardant ^ 
in  pale  fable,  all  zvithina  bordure,  zvavy,  azure,  granted 
in  1770/  ‘^nd  died  poffeffed  of  it  in  i 7 7->  devifing 
this,  among  the-reft  of  his  eftates,  to  his  eldeft  fon, 
John  Calcraft,  'efq.  w'ho  married  Elizabeth,  third 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Thomas  Py  m Hales,  bart. 
decealed,  and  at  times  refides  here,  being  the  prefent 
pofiTefibr  of  this  eftate  ; to  which  there  belongs  a ma- 
nor, Called  Barnes  Garden,  for  which  a court  baron  is 
regularly  held.  .. 

‘ EdmOndfon’s  Heraldry,  vol.  ii.  appendix  of  arms. 
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In  the  hamlet  of  Nash,  in  this  pariih,  about  a 
quarter  of  a mile  weftward  from  Leeds-park,  is  a houfc 
called  Battle-hall,  which  from  the  remains  of  go- 
thic architecture  in  it,  feems  to  be  of  fome  antiquity, 
for  there  is  ftill  remaining  in  it,  a large  gothic  ftone 
arch,  fupported  by  two  images,  which  reaches  entirely 
to  the  top  of  the  houfe  ; there  is  alfo,  a door-cafe  of 
Bone,  in  which  is  a groove  for  a portcullis,  which  feems 
to  have  led  into  fome  place  of  fafety  ; there  is  bcfides, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  a fair-place  for  holy 
water.  Some  have  fuppofed  this  to  have  been  the 
place  where  Robert  de  Crevequer,  the  founder  of 
Leeds-caftle,  had  placed  the  three  canons,  which  he 
afterwards  removed  to  Leeds-priory  on  his  foundation 
of  it.  But  the  moftantient  parts  of  this  building  feem 
to  be  of  a much  later  date,  and  if  that  was  the  purpofe 
of  it,  the  houfe  muft  have  been  rebuilt  fince.  What- 
ever it  was,  it  remained  a lay  fee,  and  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII.  was  in  the  pofleflTion  of  Robert  Chambre, 
who  in  the  i6th  year  of  that  reign,  releafed  his  claim 
and  right  to  Robert  Wotton,  gent,  of  Boughton  Mal- 
herb,  Chriftopher  Porter,  clerk,  &c.  in  his  tenement, 
called  Batiaile-hall,  with  its  appurtenances,  ficuated  at 
Nafh,  in  Ledes.  It  afterwards  came  to  be  the  property 
of  the  Coverts,  of  Leeds-abbey,  with  whom  it  ftaid 
till  Sir  John  Covert  paffed  it  away  to  Mr.  Harfnet ; 
after  forne  intermediate  owners  it  came  into  the  pofief- 
fion  of  Mr.  Samuel  Quefted,  of  whom  it  was  bought 
by  the  Plon.  Robert  Fairfax,  who  repaired  and  fitted 
it  up  for  his  rcfidence,  till  his  removal  to  Leeds-caftle ; 
fince  whole  death  it  is  become,  with  the  reft  ot  his 
eftates,  the  property  of  his  nephew  the  Rev.  Dr,  Denny 
Martin  Fairfax,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

CHARITIES. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cayser,  of  Hollingborne,  widow,  gave 
bv  will,  in  j6i2,  a fum  of  money  to  buy  land,  which  has  been 
fincp  puichaied  io  that  parifti  ; out  of  the  rents  of  which  (he 
diredecl,  there  (hould  be  yearly  paid  on  the  anniverfary  of  her 

death 
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death,  Sept.  22,  5s.  among  ten  of  the  poorell  of  the  parifh  of 
Leeds,  by  the  minifter,  chufchwardens,  and  overfeers  of  it. 

Archbishop  Sancroft  gave  afilver  cup  and  plate,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  facrament. 

Charles  Lumsden,  gent,  in  1732,  gave  the  fum  of  200I, 
as  an  augmentation  of  the  minifter’s  falary,  on  condition  of  his 
refiding,  otherwife  the  yearly  income  of  it  to  be  given  to  the 
poor  of  this  parifh,  verted  in  the  three  per  cents,  in  the  name 
of  the  archbifhop,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  61. 

Mrs.  Susanna  M&reoith,  of  Leeds-abbey,  gave  a com- 
plete fet  of  communion-plate  on  Rarter-day,  1751. 

The  Hon.  Robert  Fairfax  gave  four  new  bells,  andocher 
additional  ornaments  to  the  rteepteof  this  church. 

The  poor  relieved  here  conrtantly  are  about  28,  cafually  25. 

Leeds  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and  deanry  of 
Sutton. 

The  church,  which  is  fituated  at  a fmall  diftance 
northward  from  Leeds-ftreet,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Ni- 
cholas. It  has  three  ifles  and  three  chancels,  with  a 
remarkable  fquare  low  tower  at  the  weft  end,  and  on 
it  a low  fmall  fpire.  There  are  remains  of  good  painted 
glafs  in  the  windows. 

The  north  chancel  has  belonged  beyond  memory  to 
the  pofteirors  of  Leeds-abbey.  In  it  lie  buried  many 
of  the  Meredith  family,  whofe  monuments  ftill  remain 
there  ; particularly  a moft  fuperb  marble  one,  richly 
cmbelliftied  with  arms,  rupporters,&c.  for  Jane, daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Thomas  Palmer,  widow  of  Sir  William 
Meredith,  bart.  the  firft  purchafer  of  the  Leeds-abbey 
eftate.  She  afterwards  married  John,  earl  of  Carbery, 
and  died  in  1643.  The  fouth  chancel  was  purchafed 
by  that  family  feme  years  ago  of  the  Wollett’s  ; in  a 
vault  in  it,  among  others,  lies  buried  Sir  Roger  Me- 
redith, bart,  who  has  a handfome  monument  erected 
to  his  memory. 

Robert  de  Crevcquer,  at  the  time  of  his  founding 
the  priory  of  Leeds,  gave  to  the  canons  there  the  ad- 
vowfons  of  all  the  churches  of  his  eftate,  and  among 
them  the  advowfons  of  the  churches  of  Ledes  and 
Bromfield,  with  fifty  acres  of  land  in  this  parifh,  which 
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gift  was  confirmed  by  fevcral  of  his  ^defcendints,  as 
they  were  by  king  Edward  III.  in  his  41ft  year,  by 
letters  of  infpeximns.'^ 

In  the  8th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  the  church  of 
Leeds  was  valued  at  13I.  6s.  8d.  per  annum,  the  whole 
profits  of  it  being  then  in  the  poffefiion  of  this  priory, 
tlie  cure  of  it  being  fupplied  by  the  religious  them- 
felves.  In  which  fituation  it  continued  till  the  diflblu- 
tion  of  the  priory,  in  the  31ft  year  of  Henry  VIII. 
when  it  was,  with  all  its  pofTeffions,  furrendered  into 
the  king’s  hands,  as  has  been  already  mentioned.  The 
year  after  which,  the  king  demiled,  among  other  pre- 
mifes,  to  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger,  the  redlory,  with  the 
chapel  of  Bromfelde,  with  their  appurtenances,  lately 
belonging  to  the  priory  there,  for  tw’enty-one  years,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  twenty  pounds. 

But  the  fee  of  it  remained  in  the  crow'n,  till  queen 
Elizabeth,  in  her  3d  year,  having  taken  into  her  hands’ 
feveral  manors,  lands,  &c.  parcel  of  the  revenue  of  the 
fee  of  Canterbury,  granted  to  archbiflrop  Parker  feveral 
reftories  and  parfonages  in  lieu  of  them;  among  which 
latter  was  this  rebtory  or  parfonage  of  Leeds,  with  its 
appurtenances,  which  has  ever  fince  continued  parcel 
of  the.  pofieflions  of  his  fucceflbrs,  archbifliops  of 
Canterbury. 

Soon  after  the  above-mentioned  exchange,  the  arch- 
bifhop  demifed  this  rexfirory,  and  the  chapel  of  Brom- 
field,  with  all  tithes,  commodities,  &c.  excepting  the 
advowfon  of  the  church  of  Leeds,  to  Jerome,  Milli- 
cent  and  Thomas  Brett,  for  their  lives,  the  latter  of 
whom  conveyed  the  leafe  of  it  to  William  Covert,  efq. 
to,. whom  archbifhop  Whitgift,  anno  33  Elizabeth, 
granted  a leafe  of  it  for  twenty  one  years,  at  20I.  per 
annum,  and  the  like  exception,  with  a covenant  for 
the  tenant  to  repair  all  buildings,  and  the  chancel  of  the 
church  of  Leeds  and  chapel  of  Bromfield.  Since  which 

“ Dugd,  Moo.  vol,  ii.  p.  rii,  112. 
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it  has  been  held  in  leafe  of  die  feveral  archbifhops  in 
like  manner,  the  term  renewable  every  feven  years  by 
. the  poflefTorsof  Leeds  abbey,  and  as  fuch  the  interefl 
of  it  is  now  veftcd  in  John  Calcrafc,  efq.  of  Leeds- 
abbey.  . • - 

The  cure  of  the  church  of  Leeds,  before  the  fur-' 
rendry  of  the  priory,  having  been  conftantly  ferved  by 
one  of  the  rcligiousofit,  there  was  no  vicarage  endowed 
of  it  j after  the  diflblution  of  the  prior}',  therefore,  it 
was  efteemed  as  a perpetual  curacy,  in  the  gift  of  the 
poffefTor  of  the  redlory,  and  after  that,  was  granted, 
with  its  appurtenances,  by  which  this  advowfon  palTed 
likewife,  anno  3 Elizabeth,  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury. 
The  archbifhops  conftantly  excepted  the  advowfon  of 
the  church  of  Leeds  out  of  the  feveral  leafes  demifed 
of  it,  and  it  ftill  continues  in  the  gift  of  the  archbilhop, 
who  collates  a perpetual  curate  to  the  church  of  Leeds, 
with  the  chapel  of  Bromfield  annexed. 

The  antient  ftipend  or  penfion  to  the  curate  of  Leeds 
was,  anno  3 Elizabeth  7I  6s.  8d.  and  to  the  curate  of 
Bromfield  five  pounds,  which  continued  fo  till  the  ref- 
toration  of  king  Charles  II.  when  archbifhop  Juxon, 
in  1 66 1,  in  conformity' to  the  king’s  letters  manda- 
tory, augmented  this  curacy,  by  adding  the  fum  of 
thirty  pounds  per  annum,  to  be  paid  by  the  lefrce  of 
the  great  tithes  of  this  parifh,  to  the  former  old  p'en- 
fion  above-mentioned  of  1 2I.  6s.  8d.'^ 

About  the  year  1765,  Sir  Philip.  Boteler,  bart.  of 
Tefton,  gave  two  hundred  pounds  towards  the  aug- 
mentation of  this  curacy,  which  was  increaled  by  the 
like  fum  from  the  governors  of  queen  Anne’s  bounty. 

, It  is  a difeharged  living  in  the  king’s  books,  of  the' 
dear  yearly  certified  value  of  44I.  14s.  4d.* 

\ 

” Kennel’s  Improp.  p.  258,  * paeon’s  Lib.  Regis. 
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CHURCH  OF  LEEDS. 

CURATES  OF  LEEDS, 

PATRONS,  With  tilt  g/'BROMFI  ELD 

Or  by  whom  fire/ented.  annexed. 

Archbijhojts  of  Canterbury.  William  Cragge,  1618. 

Jonathan  Broz'jne,  1 6 z i . 

Matthew  Laurence,  in  162a. 

Jcjin  Blackburne,  1624. 

John  Lockwood,  1625. 

Richard  Marjh,  March  25, 
163?. 

William  Francis,  September  29,. 
1641, 

Nathaniel  Willmott,  in  1643. 
Thomas  Parramore,  1647. 

Thomas  Cbowning,  1659. 

Thomas  Showell,  rje^ed  in 
166a/ 

John  Moore,  September  29, 
1664. 

James  Wil/on,  May  10,  1665. 
Edward  Waterman,  May  28, 
1685. 

Edward  Harrifon,  June  16, 
1725,  obt.  1760. 

Denny  Martin  Fairfax,  D.  D. 
Nov,  14,  1760,  the  prefent 
curate.* 

y See  Calamy'^  Life  of  Baxter,  * See  Leeds  caftle  before, 

p.  286. 

BROMFIELD. 

THE  next  parifh  fouth-eaftward  from  Leeds  is 
Bromficld,  called  in  Domefday,  Brunfelle,  and  probably 
took  its  name  from  the  quantities  of  broom  and  heath, 
with  which  the  greateft  part  of  this  parifli  was  then 
covered. 

T HE  PARISH  of  Bromfield  extends  towards  the  north 
as  far  as  Leeds-caftle,  part  of  which,  as  well  as  of  the 
park>  is  within  the  bounds  of  it.  The  Lenham  rivulet 
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flows  through  the  northern  part  ofit.  Near  the  flreain 
there  is  Ibine  tolerable  fertile  meadow  grounvi.  The 
cJuirch  is  fituated  on  a rife  on  the  northern  fide  of  the 
parilh,  which  is  but  of  moderate  extent  from  eaft  to 
weft ; above  the  church  the  lands  are  poor  and  heathy, 
where  there  is  a warren,  which  h.as  for  a long  time 
been  the  property  of  the  owners  of  Leeds-caftle,  as  it 
is  now  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fairfax.  Towards  the  fouth 
the  parifli  extends  further,  near  two  miles,  quite  acrols 
Kingfwood,  (a  large  tradl  of  wood,  being  three  miles 
long  and  one  broad)  to  Chartway  ftreet,  near  the  funi- 
mit  of  the  quarry  hills,  the  northern  fide  of  which 
ftreet  is  in  thisparifh,  and  oppofite  one  in  Eaft  Sutton, 
near  which  tlie  foil  partakes  much  of  the  quarry  ftone. 
There  is  no  village,  and  but  few  habitations  in  the  pa- 
ri fh  ; towards  the  eaftern  part  of  it  is  the  fmall  manor 
of  Rofesj  there  is  a fitir  held  here  on  Whit- Monday 
yearly.  Befides  which  tlif  re  is  not  any  thing  further 
in  this  parifli  worth  notice. 

This  place  was  part  of  thofe  pofleflions,  given  by 
William  the  Conqueror  to  his  half-brother  Odo,  bilhop 
of  Baieux,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is 
entered  in  the  furvey  of  Domefday  as  follows : 

The  fame  Robert  ( Latimis ) holds  to  ferme  Brunfelle. 
Adelold  held  it  of  the  bifliop.  It  zvas  taxed  at  one  fuling. 
The  arable  land  is  ..  . In  demefne  there  are  two  carn- 
eateSy  and  Jive  villeinSy  with  ten  borderers,  having  one 
earucate  and  an  half.  There  is  one  mill  of  fix  Jloillings 
and  eight  pence,  and  pafture  of  fifteen  fhillings.  There 
are  tivelve  fervants,  and  eight  acres  of  meaaow,  IVood 
for  the  pannage  of  twenty  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Ed- 
ward the  ConfeJJbr,  and  afterwards,  it  zvas  worth  four 
pounds,  nozv  one  hundred  fhillings.  Aluuin  held  it  of 
earl  Goduin.  T 0 this  manor  there  belonged  certain  free 
land  for  three  oxen,  and  was  worth  five  /hillings. 

After  the  difgrace  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  and  the 
confifeation  of  his  eftates,  about  four  years  after  the 
taking  of  the  above  furvey,  this  place,  with  the  ad- 
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joining  parifli  of  Leeds,  was  granted  by  the  Conqueror 
to  the  noble  family  of  Crevcquer,  of  whom  it  was  held 
afterwards  by  a family,  who  took  their  furname  from  it; 
one  of  whom, ^William  de  Bromfcld,  held  it  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  II.  as  one  quarter  of  a knight’s  fee. 
In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  Henry  de  Hoo  held 
this  eftate  of  the  barony  of  Crevequer;  after  which, 
it  feems  to  have  been  blended  in  the  fame  viciiTitude  of 
owners,  that  the  manor  of  Leeds  was,  of  w'hich  a more 
ample  account  may  be  found  under  the  defeription  of 
that  manor  and  caftle,  and  as  fuch  this  manor  is  now 
in  the  pofTefTion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Denny  Martin  Fair- 
fax, of  Leeds-callle. 

CHARITIES. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cayser,  of  Hollingborne,  widow,  by 
will  in  1612,  left  a turn  of  money  to  buy  a piece  of  land,  which 
has  been  fince  purchaied  in  that  parifh,  and  out  of  the  rent  of 
it,  Ihe  diredled,  that  yearly  on  the  anniverfary  of  her  death, 
which  happened  on  Sept.  22,  1615,  five  lliillings  Ihould  be  dif- 
tributed  among  the  pooreft  perfons  of  this  parilh,  by  the  ml. 
nifter,  churchwardens,  and  overteers  of  it,  for  the  time  being..* 

The  poor  conftantly  relieved  are  about  nine,  and  cafually 
eighteen. 

Bromf'ield  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and  'deanry 
of  Sutton. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret, 
•was  given  by  Robert  de  Crevequer  to  the  priory  of 
Ledes,  on  his  foundation  of  it,  together  with  that  of 
Ledes,  and  the  advowfons  of  all  the’  churches  of  the 
barony  of  Crevequer  ; w'hich  gift  was  confirmed  from 
time  to  time  by  his  defeendants,  and  by  Edward  111.  in 
his  41ft  year,  by  his  letters  of  infpeximuSy  and  by  fe- 
veral  archbifliops  of  Canterbury.  After  which,  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  efteemed  as  a chapel  to  the  church 
of  Leeds,  and  as  fuch  to  have  been  included  in  the 

* See  a further  account  of  it  under  Hollingborne. 

feveral 


BROMFIELD.  505 

ieveral  valuations  made  of  that  church.  In  which  ftate 
it  continued  till  the  diffolution  of  the  priory  of  Leeds, 
in  the  31ft  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was,  with 
all  its  potlefUons,  furrendcred  up  into  the  king’s  hands, 
fii.ce  which,  being  efteemed  as  a chapel  to  the  church 
of  Leeds,  it  has  palTed  as  fuch,  down  to  the  prefent 
time,  and  under  the  like  circumftances,  being  now  as 
a chapel  to  that  church,  held  in  leafe  by  John  Cal- 
crafr,  efq.  of  Leeds-abbey,  as  has  been  more  fully  re- 
lated before,  under  the  defeription  of  Leeds- church. 

A lift  of  the  curates  of  this  church  has  already  been 
given  under  the  defeription  of  the  church  of  Leeds. 


B E R S T E D. 

BERSTED  lies  the  next  parifli  north-weflward 
from  Leeds.  It  vvas  antiently  written  Bergejlede^  and 
1 moft  probably  took  its  name  from  its  fituation,  Bergy 
in  Saxon,  fignifying  a hill,  and  Jiede^  a place  or  village. 

The  parish  lies  moftly  on  what  may  be  called  high 
ground,  a plcafant,  and  the  greateft  part  of  it  a dry 
fituation  ; the  foil  is  in  general  a deep  fand,  though  to- 
j w'ards  the  fouth- weft  part  it  partakes  of  the  quarry 
rock,  and  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Lenham  river  a 
black  moorifh  foil  of  fertile  meadow  ground.  This 
river  parts  it  towards  the  fouth  from  Ofham,  another 
fmaller  ftream,  which  rifes  near  Boxley,  feparates  it  on 
the  weftern  fide  from  that  parifh  and  Maidftone,  leav- 
ing within  the  bounds  of  it  a part  of  the  hamlet  of 
Maginford.  Befides  the  above,  this  parifli  is  watered 
by  two  or  three  other  fmaller  rivulets,  which  rife  north- 
ward, and  run  here  into  the  Lenham  river,  the  eaftern- 
moft  of  them  feparating  it  from  Hollingborne  and 
Leeds.  1 he  high  road  from  Afhford  and  Lenham  to.- 
wafds  Maidftone,  runs  along  the  northern  boundaries 
jof  it,  paffing  over  Berfted-green,  the  houfes  round 

which 
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which  form  the  parifh  village,  near  it  (lands  the  church; 
befides  this  there  arc  two  other  hamlets,  called  Ware 
and  Rofeacre-ftreets.  In  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  pa- 
rifh is  the  feat  of  Milgate,  pleafantly  fituated  and  well- 
cloathed  with  trees,  at  the  back  of  which  the  ground 
defcends  to  the  river,  and  at  a fmall  diftance  that  of 
Lower  Milgate,  fo  called  from  its  lower  firuation  ftill 
nearer  the  river. 

A fair  u(ed  to  be  held  here  on  Holy  Crols  day,  Sep- 
tember 14,  now  by  the  alteration  of  the  llylc,  changed 
to  Sept.  25,  for  pedlary,  toys,  &c. 

The  noble  family  of  Bertie  own  this  parifli  to  have 
been  their  moft  antient  habitation  in  this  kingdom,  for 
they  are  faid  to  have  poflefled  lands  in  it  near  the  par- 
fonage,  at  Strutton-ftreet,  and  elfewhere  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, as  early  as  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  and 
among  the  Harleian  MSS.  there  is  a grant  of  arms, 
anno  2,  Henry  VI.  to  Bartie,  of  Berefted,  in  Kent;  they 
continued  here  in  king  Henry  the  Vllth.’s  reign,  as 
appears  by  an  antient  rental  of  that  time,  and  there  are 
dill  lands,  called  Barty  lands,  in  this  parifh  and  'I  hiirn- 
ham;  and  from  thofe  of  this  name  fettled  here,  in  a 
diredl  line  was  defcended  the  dukes  of  Ancaller,  now 
extindl,  and  from  them  the  lady  Willoughbye,  of  Eref- 
bye ; the  earls  of  Abingdon,  and  other  diftinguifhcd 
branches  of  this  family  claim  their  defcent. 

The  manors  of  Leeds,  Moathall,  and  Thurnham, 
extend  over  this  parifh,  in  which  there  is  an  eflatc  be- 
longing to  the  former  of  them,  which  has  conftantly 
pafTed  through  the  fame  fuccefTion  of  owners,  from  the 
family  of  Crevequer,  who  were  proprietors  of  it  in  the 
reign  of  William  the  Conqueror,  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Denny  Martin  Fairfax,  of  Lecds-caftle,  w.ho  is  at  pre- 
fent  in  the  pollefTion  of  it. 

Milgate  is  an  eminent  feat,  fituated  in  the  fouth- 
eaflpartof  this  parilb,  which  was  formerly  efteemed  a 
manor,  though  it  has  long  fince  loft  the  reputation  of 
ever  having  been  one. 
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The  family  of  Coloigne  antiently  pofleflcd  this 
eftate  ; one  of  whom,  Robert  de  Coloigne,  died  pof- 
felli'd  of  it  in  the  35th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  In 
procefs  of  time,  his  defcendants  came  to  be  called  Co- 
luney  ; one  of  whom,  Thomas  Coluney,  as  appears  by 
an  old  lurvey  of  Berfted,  poflellcd  it  in  the  14th  year 
of  Edward  IV.  Soon  after  which,  that  is,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  king  Henry  VII. ’s  reign,  it  was  become 
the  property  of  the  family  of  Stoneh^oufe,  whofe  antient 
leat  was  at  Haflewood,  in  Boughton  Malherbe, 

Robert  Stonehoufe,  cfq.  was  of  Berfted,  at  the  latter 
end  of  king  Henry  VIII. ’s  reign.  His  fon,  George 
Stonehoufe,  clq.  was  clerk  of  the  green  cloth  to  queen 
Elizabeth,  and  refided  at  Weft  Peckham,  where  he 
died  in  1575,  whofe  eldeft  fon  William  was  created  a 
baronet  anno  4 Charles  I.  and  Nicholas,  the  fecond, 
was  of  Boxley,  in  this  county.  He  bore  for  his  arms. 
Argent^  on  a fefs  fable,  between  three  hazvks  volant, 
azure,  a leopard’s  face,  betzveen  two  mullets,  or.^  In 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  he  alie- 
nated this  feat  to  Thomas  Fludd,  efq.  afterwards 
knighted,  who  was  fon  of  John  Fludd,  efq.  of  Mor- 
ton, in  Shroplhire,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Fert,  a 
chevron  between  three  wolves  heads,  erafed,  argent  j 
which  coat,  with  his  quarterings,  was  confirmed  to  him 
by  Robert  Cook,  clarencieux,  in  1572.  He  refided 
at  Milgate,  where  he  died  in  1607,  buried  in 

this  church,  having  confiderably  improved  and  aug- 
mented this  feat.  His  fon  Thomas  Fludd,  efq.  after- 
wards of  Otham,  fuccecded  him  in  this  eftate,  which 
he  alienated  in  1624,  to  William  Cage,  of  Farringdon, 
in  Hamplhire,  barrifter-at  law,  who  refided  here.  Fle 
was  bred  at  Lincoln’s-inn,  an  utter  barrifter,  and  was 
defcended  from  Richard  Cage,  of  Packcnham,  in  Suf- 
folk. He  bore  for  his  arms,  Ve")  pale,  gules  and  azure, 
a faltier,  or,  and  a chief,  ermine,  which  was  an  altera- 

^ Vlftn.  coi  Kent,  1619.  Coll.  Bar.  vol.ii.  p.  81. 
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tion  from  the  antient  arms  of  this  family,  viz.  Azure  and 
gules i over  all  a faltier^  or ; and,  together  with  an  addi- 
tion to  the  creft,  was  granted  to  him  by  St.  George, 
clarencieux,  in  1624,"  and  in  his  defeendants  it  conti- 
nued down  to  Wm.  Cage,  efq.  who  was  like  wife  of  Mil- 
gate,  and  was  fherifFin  16^5,  and  reprefented  the  city 
of  Rochefter  in  feveral  parliaments  during  queen  Anne’s 
reign.  Of  his  fons,  William  died  /.  p.  Lewis  will  be 
mentioned  hereafter;  and  John  was  of  Lower  Mil- 
gate,  efq.  Lewis  Cage,  the  fecond  fon,  became  at 
length  poflefled  of  Milgate,  where  he  refided,  and  left 
one  fon  Lewis,  and  a daughter  Catherine,  who  married 
firft,  Mr.  George  Eaftchurch,  of  Maiditone  j and  fe- 
condly  Chriftopher  Hull,  efq.  but  died  /.  p.  On  his 
death,  Lewis  Cage,  efq.  his  fon,  fucceeded  him  in  this 
feat,  where  he  now  refides. 

He  married  Annetta,  fecond  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Edward  Coke,  efq.  of  the  White  Friars, in  Canterbury, 
by  whom  he  had  four  fons  ; Lewis  Cage,  efq.  of 
Lower  Milgate,  who  married  Fanny,  eldeft  daughter 
of  Sir  Brook  Bridges,  bart.  the  Rev.  Edward  Cage, 
redor  of  Eafling,  who  married  Jane,  fecond  daughter 
of  Charles  Van,  efq.  of  Monmouthfhire  j John,  who 
died  in  the  Weft- Indies  unmarried  in  1789,  and  the 
■Rev.  Charles  Cage,  of  Criftmell,  vicar  of  Berfted,  who 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  colonel  Graham,  and 
one  daughter  Catherine,  as  yet  unmarried. 

At  a small  distance  weftward  from  Milgate, 
there  is  a good  houfe,  called  Combes,  alias  Lower 
Milgate,  which  on  the  death  of  William  Cage,  efq. 
came  to  his  youngeft  fon  John  Cage,  as  before-men- 
tioned, who  died  /.  />.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.. 

- Brander,  the  widow  of  Guftavus  Brancler,  efq.  and 
daughter  of  Francis  Gulfton,  efq.  by  a daughter  of 
William  Cage,  efq.  Lewis  Cage,  efq.  junior,  at  pre- 
fent  refides  in  it. 

' See  Harl.  MSS.  No.  1470.24. 96,  and  1507-70. 

Moat- 
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Moat-hall  Is  r manor  in  this  pariHi,  the  manfion 
of  which,  from  the  materials  with  which  it  was  built, 
was  called  Sioneboufe.  Ic  antiently  belonged  to  the 
neighbouring  priory  of  Leeds,  as  appears  byleveral 
old  boundaries  and  papers,  and  was  molt  probably  part 
of  thofe  demefnes  given  to  it  at  its  firft  foundation,  bv 
Robert  de  Crevequer,  in  the  reign  ot  king  Henry  I. 
Thefe  demefnes  appear  by  a rental  of  the  time  of  king 
Henry  VII.  to  have  been  held  of  the  manor  of  Leeds, 
though  they  have  been  long  fmce  accounted  parcel  of 
this  manor  of  Moat-hall. 

On  the  ditfolution  of  the  priory  in  the  reign  of  king, 
Henry  VIII.  this  manor,  among  the  reft  of  the  polfel^ 
fions  of  it,  was  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands, 
who  afterwards,  by  his  dotation-charter,  in  his  33d. 
year,  fettled  this  manor,  among  other  premifes,  on  his 
new -founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rocheller,  with 
whom  it  remains  at  this  time. 

The  prefent  leffee  of  it,  under  the  dean  and  chapter, 
is  Mr.  William  Ulborne.  There  is  a court  baron  held 
for  this  manor. 

At  a small  DfSTANCE  fouth ward  from  the  church 
lies  an  eftate  called  Otter  to ge,  formerly  OteraJ])e, 
which  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  belonged  to 
Simon  Bertyn,  one  of  the  brethren  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew’s hofpital,  befidc  Sandwich,  uhoby  wiliin  1530, 
devifed  it  to  Jeffry  Merchant,  of  Rainham. 

It  afterwards  came  into  the  poffenion  of  the  family 
of  Munns,  who  continued  poffenbrs  of  it  for  feveral 
generations,  till  at  length  one  of  them  fold  it,  with  Al- 
dington, in  the  adjoining  parifn  of  Thurnham,  to  Wil- 
liam Sheldon,  efq.  whofe  defcendant  Richard  Sheldon, 
efq.  at  his  death,  bequeathed  it  to  his  w'idow,  and  fhe 
re*- marrying  with  William  Jones,  M.  D.  entitled  him 
to  it.  He  oied  in  1 780,  leaving  by  her  two  daugh- 
ters;-Mary,  married  to  Lock  Rollinfoir,  efq'.  of  Ox- 
fordflure,  and  Anne,  to  Thomas  Ruffell,  efq.  and  they 
in  right  of  their  wives,  are  refpecfively  entitled  to  it.' 

CHARITIES. 
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Si  MON  Bert  YN,  one  of  ihe  brethren  of  St.  Bartholomew*® 
hofpital,  near  Sandwich,  owner  of  Otteridge,  in  this  parifli* 
which  he  devifed,  together  with  his  meffuage  called  Buds,  with 
its  lands  and  appurtenances,  in  Allyngton,  befide  Thurnhanfi, 
by  his  will  in  1530,  to  Jeffry  Marchant,  ordered  that  the  faid 
Jeffry  and  his  heir*;  male,  fhould  for  ever  yearly  diftribute,  on 
the  firit  Sunday  of  Lent,  in  the  church  of  Berghlled,  to  the 
parifh  clerk  there,  and  to  other  poor  people,  four  bufhels  of 
green  peas  ; that  is  to  fay,  to  every  one  of  them,  one  peck. 

Edward  Godfrey,  gent,  of  Thurnham,  gave  by  his  will 
in  1709,  thirty  Ihillings  yearly  out  of  lands  in  this  parifh, 
called  Crouch  field,  for  the  fchooling  of  poor  children  ; half  of 
them  to  be  of  this  parifh,  and  half  of  that  of  Thurnham. 
And  he  left  30s.  yearly  for  the  fame  ufe,  to  be  paid  out  of  an 
houfe  called  Rofe  acre,  in  this  parifh  ; the  payment  of  which 
has  been  conAantly  refufed,  upon  pretence,  that  he  bad  no  right 
to  devrfe  that  charge  on  it. 

The  poor  conllantly  relieved  are  about  forty* five  ; cafually 
twenty  five. 

Bersted  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  dioceje  of  Rocheftcr,  and  demiry  of 
Sutton. 

The  church  is  fituated  on  high  ground,  at  a fmall 
diftance  fouthward  of  Berfted-green.  It  is  dedicated 
fo  the  Holy  Crofs,  and  is  a handfome  building,  con- 
fifting  of  two  ifks  and  two  chancels,  witha  fquare  bea- 
con tower  at  the  weft  end  of  it.  On  three  corners  of 
the  fummit  of  the  tower,  are  the  figures  of  three  dogSy 
or  hears  fejanty  for  they  are  fo  defaced  by  great  length 
of  time,  that  they  can  but  be  guefied  at.  If  they  repre- 
feht  the  latter,  they  might  have  been  placed  there  in  al- 
lufion  to  the  name  of  this  parifh  : if  not,  thefe  figures 
might  perhaps  be  the  creft  of  the  founder  of  the 
church.  In  this  ciuirch  in  the  Milgate  chancel,  are 
monuments  for  the  Cage  family,  and  for  Robert  Fludd, 
M.  D.  A memorial  for  William  Godfrey,  jun.  in 
1690  ; and  for  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry  Bo.foile, 
efq.  of  Bradburne,  jultice  and  clerk  of  the  court  of 
wards,  married  firft  to  Edward  Mabb,  gent,  of  this 

parifh ; 
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parlrti  j and  fecondly,  to  William  Godfrey,  of  Berftcd, 
yeoman,  obt.  1614.  In  the  porch,  againft  the  caft 
wall,  is  a fmall  monument  for  Stephen  Mafon,  of  Box- 
ley,  citizen  and  vintner  of  London,  obt.  1560,  arms, 
A chevron^  between  three  txim^  or  barrels. 

There  were  fome  lands  and  tenements  in  this  parilh, 
given  by  fcveral  perfons,  who  ftilcd  therafelves  the  fra- 
tex'Hity  of  the  Holy  Crofs  of  Berfedy  for  a prieft  to  fing 
mafs  yearly  for  one  quarter  of  a year,  in  this  church. 

The  church  of  Berghefkede,  with  all  its  rights  and 
appurtenances,  was  given  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  by 
Robert  de  Crevequer,  fon  of  Hamode  Crevequer,  ju- 
nior, to  the  priory  of  Leeds,  then  founded  by  him ; 
which  gift  was  confirmed  by  Baldwin,  archbifliop  of 
Canterbury,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  11.  who  then  appro- 
priated this  church  to  the  canons  there,  towards  the 
finding  of  lights  and  ornaments  in  their  church.  Arch- 
bilhops  Theobald  and  Hubert  confirmed  it  likewife, 
as  did  John,  prior,  and  the  convent  of  Chrift-church, 
in  1278,  by  the  defeription  of  the  church  of  Berghe- 
ftede,  with  the  tithes  of  Strutton.  King  Edward  III. 
likewife  confirmed  it  by  his  charter  of  infpexmus  in  his 
41ft  year. 

This  church,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  vi- 
carage, remained  part  of  the  pofieffions  of  the  priory 
of  Leeds  tUl  the  dilfolution  of  it,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  when  it  was  furrendered  up  into  the 
king’s  hands,  among  other  eftates  belonging  to  it. 

After  which,  the  king,  by  his  dotation  charter,  in  his 
33d  year,  fettled  both  the  parfonage  and  advowfon  of 
the  vicarage  of  this  church  on  his  new-founded  dean 
and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  with  whom  they  now  remain. 

On  the  interrded  difiblution  of  deans  and  chapters, 
after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  the  pofleflions  of  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  in  this  parilh,  were 
furveyed  in  1649,  by  order  of  the  ftate  ; when  it  was 
returned,  that  the  parfonage  or  re<51:ory  of  Berfted  con- 
fiftcd  of  a mcliuage,  barns,  &c.  which,  with  the  tithes 
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and  glebe  land  of  forty  acres,  were  of  the  improve^ 
rent  of  46I.  8s.  per  annum,  which  were  let  anno  13 
Charles  I.  at  the  yearly  rent  of  9I.  13s.  4d.  and  four 
bulhels  of  malt,  for  the  term  of  twenty-one-years  ; and 
the  Icffee  covenanted  to  difcharge  the  penfion  of  forty 
Ihillings  to  the  vicar,  and  to  repair  the  chancel  of  the 
church.  Out  of  which  leafe  was  excepted,  the  advow- 
fon  of  the  vicarage,  and  the  portion  of  tithes  called 
Vintners  Portion. 

The  vicarage  is  a difcharged  living  in  the  king’s 
books,  of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of  thirty 
pounds,  the  yearly  tenths  of  which  are  l is.  9d. 

In  1649,  vicarage  was  valued  in  the  above- 
mentioned  furvey  at  twenty  pounds  per  armum. 

The  parfonage  is  leafed  out  by  the  dean  and  chapter 
to  Mr.  John  Packman,  but  the  advowfon  of  the  vi- 
carage they  referve  in  their  own  hands. 

, The  vicarage  is  endowed  with  all  manner  of  tithes, 
except  grain,  and  the  vicar  now  enjoys  the  above- 
mentioned  penfion  of  forty  {hillings  from  the  leflee  of 
the  dean  and  chapter. 

CHURCH  OF  BERSTED, 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  who7n  Jirefented,  \ICARS.  ^ 

Richard  Sheldon,  S.  T.  P.  In 

1613. 

Hemy  Paw/on,  A.  iVT.  April  22, 

1614,  rcfigned  j6i6. 

Thomas  Ingood,  A.  M.  June  27, 

1616,  refigned  1624. 

Richard  Sheldon,  S.  T.  P.  Nov. 

8,  1624. 

, Francis  Drayton,  re  fig.  1667. 

John  Collins,  A.  M.  March  lO, 

1667,  obt.  1677. 

Thomas  Gregory^  A.  B.  Sept.  18, 
• ^677,  obt.  1685. 

Francis  Smith,  A.  M.  Sept.  23, 

1685 

PATRONi, 
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PATRONS,  Cs’f,- 

Thomas  Woodhoiife,  April  24, 
1691 , obt.  1693. 

Henry  Dering,  A.  M.  Dec.  16, 
1693,  obt.  1720.** 

Thomas  Price,  clerk,  Dec.  21, 
1720,  obt.  1724. 

Samuel  Hales,  1724,  refigned 

>733-'= 

Henry  Rand,  A.  M.  July  1733* 
obt.  1765. 

Samuel  Markham,  LL.  B.  De- 
cember 12,  1765,  refigned 
1767. 

Henry  Jones,  A.  M.  1767,  refig, 

•773-'' 

Arnold  Carter,  A.  M.  prefented 

1773  refig  1783  * 

Richard  Jacobs,  A.  M.  1783, 
obt.  Aug,  1 1,  1794. 

Charles  Cage,  A.  M.  prefented 
1794,  the  prefent  vicar.^* 

< He  was  alfo  vicar  of  Thurnhatn,  Mr.  Carter,  for  the  vicarage  of  Chart 
where  he  lies  buried.  Sutton. 

« He  was  prefented  to  Chart  Sutton  S A tnirior  canon  of  Rochefler.-— 
11^1733.  Before  vicar  of  Chart  Sutton.  He  re- 

f A minor  canon  of  Rochcfter. — figned  this  vicarage  for  W.  Peckham. 
And  he  exchanged  this  vicarage  with  b And  vicar  of  Bredgar. 

Mafter  Freeman  Sends,  fecond  fon  of  Sir  George 
Bonds,  of  Lees-court,  having  been  executed  at  Pinen- 
den  heath,  on  Auguft  21,  1655,  forthe  unhappy  mur- 
der of  his  elder  brother,  was  brought  that  day  to  Ber- 
flcd  church,  and  interred  in  it. 


O T H A M. 

THE  next  parifli  fouthward  from  Berfted  is  Otham, 
which  although  it  is  fituated  within  the  hundred  of  Ey- 
horne,  is  yet  within  the  civil  jurifdidion  of  the  mayor 
and  corporation  of  the  town  and  parifh  of  Maidftone. 
This  jurifdidion,  as  the  charter  exprefics  it,  extends 
VOL.  V.  LI  only 
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only  to  the  cognizance  and  determination  of  adions 
and  replevins,  and  to  no  other  purpofe  whatfoever. 

This  parish  is  much  covered  with  woods,  efpe- 
cialiy  in  the  wcftern.  part  of  it.  Towards  the  north  it 
is  bounded  from  Bcrfted  by  the  Lenham  rivulet,  which 
here  turns  a mill,  called  Otham  mill.  The  foil  is  in 
the  fouthern  part  of  it  poor,  confiding  of  a loofe  red 
earth,  intermixed  with  fmall  gravelly  ftones  ; towards 
the  north-weft  towards  Willington-ftreet  and  Maid- 
ftone,  it  partakes  of  the  quarry-ftone,  where  it  is  much 
more  fertile,  and  is  kindly  tor  fruit  and  hops,  of  which 
latter  there  are  feveral  plantations.  In  the  northern 
part,  the  foil  is  fertile,  confifting  of  a fine  loam,  the 
land  letting  from  20  to  jos.  an  acre,  and  near  the 
rivers  the  meadows  are  very  good.  Near  the  middle 
of  the  parith  is  Gore- court,  a low  modernized  building, 
almofi;  furrounded  by  woods,  and  at  no  great  diftance 
northward  the  parfonage,  a modern  fafhed  building, 
beyond  which  the  church  ftands;  at  the  back  of  Gore- 
court,  about  half  a mile  diftance,  in  a more  open 
country,  is  Ot.ham-ftreet,  and  beyond  it  the  manor  of 
Stoneacre. 

Otham  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror  to  his 
half-brother  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  under  the  general 
title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus  entered  in  the  furvey  of 
Domefday : 

Goisfrid  de  Ros  holds  of  the  bijhop  ( of  Baieux)  Oteham, 
It  was  taxed  at  one  fuling^  and  one  yoke.  The  arable 
land  is  two  carucates  and  an  half.  In  detnefne  there  is 
onCy  and  nine  villehu.,  with  thrie  border erSy  having  one 
carucate  There  is  a churchy  and  two  fervantSy  and  one 
mill  of  five  JhillingSy  a?id  three  acres  of  meadow.  IVood 
for  the.  pamiage  of  eight  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Rd^ 
ward  the  Confefory  it  was  worth  four  peundsy  %vhe.n  he 
received  it  three  pounds y now  four  pounds,  Alwin  held 
it  of  king  Rdward. 

On  the  biftiop’s  difgrace  foon  after  the  taking  of  the 
i^boye-mentioned  furvey,  this,  among  the  reft  of  his 
effaces,  came  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  and  appears 

to 
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j to  have  been  held  by  a family,  who  took  their  name 
from  hence. 

Peter  de  Otham  held  this  eftate  as  one  knight’s  fee, 

I in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  as  appears  by  the  Tejla 
de  Nevily  and  it  feems  that  he  held  it  in  fergeantry  ; 
his  daughter  and  heir  Loretta  carried  it  in  marriage  to 
j William  de  Valoyns,  whofe  family  was  poifelTed  of 
r I large  eftates  in  the  eallern  parts  of  this  county. 

1 William  de  Valoigns  is  mentioned  in  the  Tejla  de 
IT  evil  to  have  paid  aid  for  lands  at  Petham,  Afhford, 

I and  Otham,  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Henry  III.  and 
died  poflefled  of  Otham  in  the  loth  year  of  Edward  I. 

! H s wife  Loretta  furvived  him,  and  poflefled  this  eftate, 

I which  fhe  afterwards  gave  to  her  two  fons,  Walter  and 
Robert  de  Valoigns,  by  the  delcription  of  the  manor 
; of  Otham,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church,  and  in 
the  iter  of  J.  de  Berewick  and  his  aflbeiates,  anno  21 
i Edward  I.  Ihe  produced  the  deed  of  this  gilt,  which  is 
recorded  in  tliit  iter  at  length.*  They  held  it  in  the 
next  reign  of  Edward  II.  as  one  knight’s  fee,  of  the 
honor  of  Albermarle  ; but  in  the  20th  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  it  was  partly  alienated  from  this  family,  for 
Jfabel,  widow  of  Walter  de  Valoigns,  Richard  Colyn, 
and  mafter  Nicholas  de  Sandwich,  then  paid  refpedive 
I aid  for  it. 

Nicholas  de  Sandwich  appears  to  have  died  in  pof- 
j fefiion  of  this  manor  in  1370,  anno  45  Edward  III. 
being  then  redor  of  this  parifli.  He  lies  buried  in 
this  church,  being  a younger  fon  of  the  Sandwich’s,  of 
i Sandwich,  in  this  county,  and  bore  for  his  arms.  Or, 

I on  a chief  dancettCy  azure y a mullet , argent y for  dif- 
i ference.  After  which  it  palfed  into  the  family  of  Fre- 
I mingham  ; and  John,  fon  of  Sir  Ralph  de  Freming- 
i ham°of  Lofe,  died  in  the  12th  year  of  Henry  IV. 

' pofleffed,  among  other  premifes,  of  the  manor  and  ad- 
I vowfon  of  the  church  of  Otham,  and  leaving  no  ilfue, 

I • Plac.  Jur.  & AITifis.  See  Harris’s  Hift  of  Kent,  p.  331. 
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he  dcvifed  this  eftate  by  will  to  feoffees,  who  next  year, 
affigned  it  over  according  to  the  dire6lions  of  it  to 
John,  fon  of  Reginald  de  Pimpe,  and  his  heirs  male, 
with  remainder  to  Roger  Ifle,  as  being  the  neareft  ot 
blood  to  him.  His  dcfcendant  Reginald  died  poflelfed 
of  them  in  the  23d  year  of  Henry  VIII.  After  which 
this  manor  and  the  advowfon  came  into  the  poircffion 
of  Sir  Henry  Ifley,  who  foon  afterwards  conveyed 
them  to  Thomas  Hendley,  efq.  of  Courfehorne,  in 
Cranbrooke,  whofe  anceftor  was  Walter  Hendley,  efq. 
of  that  place,  who  married  firft  the  daughter  of  John 
Hales,  baron  of  the  exchequer,  by  whofe  fecond  wife 
the  Hendlcys  of  Wales  are  defcended.  They  bore  for 
their  arms,  PaU^  bendy y azure  and  gulesy  eight  martlets, 
three,  tivoyand  three,  or.  His  defcendant,  John  Hend- 
ley, efq.  poffeffed  them  at  the  refloration  of  king 
Charles  II.  He  married  Prifcilla,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Fludd,  efq.  of  Gore  court,  in  this  parifh,  by  whom  he 
had  Bowyer  Hendley,  efq.  flieriff  in  1702,  and  his, 
grandfon  William  Henley,  efq.  of  Gore-court,  is  now 
entitled  to  the  fee  of  them. 

Gore-court  is  a feat  in  this  parifh,  which  with 
lands  here,  called  Colyns,  alias  Old-hole,  (no  doubt, 
called  Colyns,  from  Richard  Cohn,  who  was  owner  of 
Othaiti  manor  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  as  before- 
mentioned,  and  perhaps  now  ufually  known  by  the  name 
of  Otham-hole),  was  once  efteemed  part  of  the  manor 
of  Otham,  and  feems  to  have  had  the  fame  owners, 
till  they  came  into  the  polTeflion  of  Sir  Henry  Ifley,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  who  alienated  them  to 
Thomas  Aftrey,  and  he,  in  the  3d  year  of  king  Ed-j 
ward  VI.  conveyed  them  by  deed  and  fine  to  Walter 
Hendley,  elq.  and  Thomas  Hendley,  efq.  his  fon,  the 
former  of  whom,  the  next  year,  releafed  the  whole  of, 
it  to  the  latter,  and  he,  that  year,  fold  this  eftate  to 
Ralph  Buffkin,  by  deed  and  fine.  He  bore  for  his 
arms.  Or,  a chevron,  between  three  helmets,  azure,  and 
in  his  defendants  this  eftate  remained  till  the  reign  of 
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king  James  I.  when  it  was  alienated  to  Mr,  Nathaniel 
Powel,  of  Ewehurll,  in  SiilTex,  who  Toon  afterwards 
conveyed  it  to  I'homas  Fludd,  efq.  defcended  from 
David  Fludd,  or  de  Fiuflibus,  of  Salop,  and  bore  for 
his  arms,  Vert,  a chevron,  betiveen  three  griffins  heads 
erafed,  argent.  He  refided  here,  and  by  Catherine  his 
wife,  daughter  of  Lewin  BufFkin,  eiq.  of  this  parifh, 
left  two  fons,  Thomas,  and  Lewin,  who  was  M.  D. 
Thomas  Fludd,  el'q.  the  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded  him  in 
this  feat,  and  was  Ihei  iff  in  1652.  He  left  two  fons, 
Alabafter  and  Thomas,  and  a daughter  Prilcilla,  mar- 
ried to  John  Hendley,  efq.  of  this  parifh. 

Alabafter  Fludd,  efq.  his  eldeft  fon,  was  of  Gore- 
court,  whole  great-grandfon,  Ptter  Fludd,  to  fatisfy 
incumbrances,  conveyed  it  in  truft  to  Mr.  Benjamin 
Howel,  gent,  who  about  the  year  1712,  palTed  it  away 
I by  fale  to  Bowyer  Hendley,  efq.  of  this  parith,  flierifF 
I in  1702  as  before-mentioned.  He  died  polfefted  of  it 
i in  1742,  leaving  two  fons,  William  and  Walter,  and 
i four  daughters,  of  whom  Anne,  the  youngeft,  mar- 
I ried  the  Rev.  Samuel  Horne,  redor  of  this  parifh. 

I William  Henley,  the  eldeft  fon,  above-mentioned, 
i altered  the  fpelling  of  his  name,  leaving  out  the  letter 
I d in  it.  He  refided  at  Gore-court,  where  he  died  in 
i 1757>  and  was  buried  with  his  anceftors  here,  leaving 
I one  fon  William,  and  feveral  daughters.  William 
{ Henley,  efq.  the  fon,  afterwards  refided  here,  and  mar- 
ried a foreign  lady,  Dorothy  Hannah  Louifa  Harriot, 
faid  to  be  countefs  of  Berghaufen,  in  Germany, 

I naturalized  by  aft  in  1781.  She  died  f.  p.  in  1793. 
i A commilfion  of  lunacy  has  been  fome  years  fince 
i taken  out  againft  Mr.  Henley,  the  committee,  in  which 
I is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Horne,  his  brother  in-law,  who  is 
j now,  as  fuch,  in  the  poffefiion  of  the  manor  of  Otham, 

I Gore-court,  and  his  other  eftates  in  this  county. 

I Stoneacre  is  a manor  in  the  eaftern  part  of  this 
i parifh,  which  for  fome  centuries  was  the  feat  of  the 
I family  of  Elys,  or  Ellis,  as  they  afterwards  fpelt  their 
; ‘ L 1 3 name. 
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name,  a branch  of  which  was  likewife  feated  at  Ken- 
nington,  in  the  eaftern  part  of  this  county.  John  Ellys 
pofiefied  this  feat,  and  rcfided  here  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  II.  as  appears  by  the  deeds  relating  to  it.  His 
defcendant  John  Elys,  efq.  died  in  1467,  and  lies  bu- 
ried in  this  church.  He  bore  for  his  arms.  Or,  on  a 
crojs  fable i five  cref cents  argent ^ as  they  were  painted 
on  glafs  in  the  window  next  his  pew  in  the  church,  and 
in  a window  at  Stoneacre.  In  whofe  defcendants  it 
continued  till  it  was  at  length  alienated  by  Mr.  George 
Ellis,  about  the  year  1710,  to  Mr.  George  Waterman, 
whofe  heirs,  about  the  year  1735,  conveyed  it  by  fale 
to  William  Horfemonden  T urner,  efq.  of  Harrietfiiam, 
fince  which  it  has  pafied  in  like  manner  as  Harrictfham 
already  defcribed  before,  together  with  his  other 
eftates  in  this  county,  down  to  William  Baldwin,  efq. 
of  Harrietlham-place,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

CHARITIES, 

Thomas  Hendley,  es<^  youngettfon  of  Gervas  Hend- 
ley,  efq.  of  Courfehorne,  gave  a houfe  and  land,  now  let  at 
4I.  per  annum,  to  the  poor  of  this  parilh,  veiled  in  the  mini., 
fter  and  churchwardens.  He  died  in  1590,  and  lies  buried  in 
the  chancel  of  this  church. 

The  poor  conllanily  relieved  here  are  about  twelve,  and 
cafually  fix. 

Otham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  dioceje  of  Canterbury,  and  deanry  of 
Sutton. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  in  it  are 
monuments  for  the  Hendleys,  of  this  parilh,  and  one 
for  Lewin  Buffkin,  efq.  of  Gore-court  j and  a memor- 
rial  for  John  Elys,  of  Stoneacre.  This  church,  from 
the  earlieft  account  of  time,  has  ever  been  confidercd 
as  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Otham,  and  as  fuch 
is  now  in  the  patronage  of  William  Hcnlej'^,  efq.  of 
Gore-court. 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  9I.  17s.  3^. 
and  the  yearly  tenths  at  1 9s.  8H, 

' In 
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In  T578,  the  communicants  here  were  ninety-two. 
In  1640,  it  was  valued  at  forty-five  pounds  per  annum. 
Communicants  one  hundred  and  twenty-one. 

King  Edward  II.  in  his  19th  year,  confirmed  to  the 
rectory  of  Otham,  four  acres  of  land  in  this  parifh,  for 
a chantry. 


CHURCH 

PATRONS, 

Or  bj  -whom  Jirefented, 


k He  lies  buried  in  tbis  cburcb. 

1 He  was  piefcnted  by  Mr.  Georg* 
Swinnock,  who  had  purchafcd  the 
next  prefentation  to  it,  and  wrote  his 
life.  He  was  a zealous  putitan,  and 
was  fufpended  by  the  high  commiflion, 
for  dilapidations  of  hiS  pa'rfonage,  and 
other  matters.  He  died  about  1651. 
See  Newton’s  Hirtory  of  Maidftone, 
p.  132. 

m Newton’s  Hiftory  of  Maidftone, 
p.  68.  He  was  alfo  curate  of  Maid- 
ftone, where  he  lies  buried. 


OF  OTHAM, 

RECtORS. 

Hicholas  dc  Sandwich,  obt. 
1370. 

Petty  Hevjle,  May  7,  1567. 
Jtdin  Bronie,  S.  T.  P.  March 
10,  1595,  obt.  1625. 
PFitliam  Hude,  A.  M.  Nov.  18, 
1625,  obt.  1630, 

Thomas  Wilfoii,  B.  A.  1630,  fuf- 
pended  1635,  reftored  1639, 
obt.  1651.' 

John  Davis,  obt.  July  ii, 
1677.™ 

Mathias  Rutton,  Nov.  6,  1677, 
obt.  Aug.  12,  1701," 

PUilliam  Simmonds,  A.  M.  Feb. 

13,  1701,  refig.  1727.° 
StiMuel  Hbrne,  Jtine  1‘j'z‘j, 
obt.  A ug.  18,  I 768.’’ 

JVilliam  Horne,  A^  M.  1769,  tHc 
prefen  I rcftor. 

n He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
o He  was  like'wife  dean  of  Battle* 
p He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
having  had  feveral  children ; one  6f 
whom,  Dr.  George  Horne  was  prefi- 
dent  of  Magdalen  college,  in  Oxford, 
afterwards  dean  of  Canterbury,  ahd 
then  bilhop  of  Norwich,  who  died  in 
J792,  and  li(S  buried  at  Eltham  ; and 
another  is  th*  Rev.  Win.  Hor'rre,  who 
fucceeded  him  in  this  reftory,  and  is 
likewife  reftor  of  Brede,  in  SulTcx. 
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THURNHAM 

lies  the  adjoining  parifli  northward  from  Berfted. 

It  is  written  in  Domel'day,  Ttirneham^  and  is  fuppofed 
to  take  its  name  from  the  antient  caftle  fiiuated  in  it, 
^hurn  in  Saxon  fignifying  a tower,  and  ham  a village. 

The  parish  of  Thurnham,  though  healthy,  is  yet 
from  the  nature  of  its  foil  an  unpleafant  fituation,  and 
Is  rather  an  unfrequented  place,  of  but  little  thorough- 
fare } the  high  ridge  of  chalk  hills  crofs  it,  clofe  to  the 
foot  of  which  is  the  church  with  the  court-lodge  and 
parfonage,  and  at  a fmall  diftance  eaftward  Aldington 
court,  having  a double  avenue  of  trees  leading  from  it, 
almoft  to  Berfted-green,  to  which  this  parifli  joins 
fouthward,  near  which  the  foil  partakes  of  the  fand ; 
near  the  foot  of  the  hills,  the  foil  approaches  the  chalk, 
where  the  inclofures  are  large  and  open,  having  but 
few  trees  in  the  hedge- rows  to  fhelter  them,  and  the 
land  poor  and  flinty  ; on  the  edge  of  the  fummit  of  the 
hill  are  the  remains  of  Thurnham  caftle^  an  account  of 
which  will  be  given  hereafter.  From  hence,  on  the 
hill  northward,  the  country  is  wild  and  dreary,  lying 
high,  and  much  expofed  to  the  bleak  northern  afpedt  j 
the  foil  here  is  very  poor  and  wet,  a heavy  tillage  land 
of  a kind  of  red  earth,  covered  with  quantities  of  flints, 
nioflly  low  rented,  at  five  fhillings  an  acre,  or  rather 
lefs  j the  hedge  rows  here  are  broad,  and  the  fields 
large.  In  the  north-eaft  part  is  a large  quantity  of 
wood-land,  called  Binbury  wood,  near  which  the  high 
road  from  Maidftcne  through  Detling  leads  on  towards 
Stockbury  valley  and  Key-flreet,  through  this  part  of 
Thurnham,  on  the  weft  fide  of  this  road  ; juft  before 
you  defcend  to  the  low  country  is  Binbury  rvianpr 
pound,  and  at  a field  or  two  diftance  behind  it,  the 
houfc  itfelf. 
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In  ibc  fouth  part  of  this  parifli,  where  It  joins  to 
Bcrfted,  there  is  a vein  of  zvhite  Jand^  which  upon  al- 
derman Lewinand  lady  Mantle’s  laying  the  founda- 
tion for  the  improvement  of  the  glafs-works  in  this 
kingdom,  and  the  fending  over  Michael  Racket,  and 
other  Italians,  to  carry  on  that  manulauture,  was 
found  to  be  of  the  greateft  ufe  in  their  compofition 
for  making  glafs,  and  is  now  well  known  among  the 
glafs-workers,  by  the  name  of  Maidjlone  fand^  and 
the  pits  themfelves  are  become  noted,  for  their  vaft 
caverns  arched  underground. 

Thurnham  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror 
to  Odo,  bilhop  of  Baieux,  his  half-brother,  of  whom 
it  was  held  by  Ralph  de  Curva  Spina,  or  Crookthorne, 
as  the  name  was  called  in  Enghfh,  as  appears  by  the 
following  entry  in  the  book  of  Domefday,  under  the 
general  title  of  the  bifhop’s  lands  : 

Ralf  Cur bef pine  holds  of  the  bijhop  (of  Baieux) 
'furneham.  It  was  taxed  at  three  fulings.  ‘The  arable 
land  is  eight  carucates.  In  demefne  there  is  one^  and 
Jixteen  villeins^  with  eighteen  borderers ^ having  four  ca- 
rucates.  There  is  a church,  and  fix  fervants,  and  one 
mill  of  fix  fJjillings,  and  four  acres  of  meadow,  PVood 
for  the  pannage  of  forty  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Ed- 
ward the  Confejjor,  and  afterwards,  it  zvas  worth  ten 
pounds,  now  tzvelve  pounds,  and  yet  it  pays  fourteen. 
Sbern  Biga  held  it  of  king  Edward, 

On  the  difgrace  of  the  bilhop  of  Baieux,  in  the  19th 
year  of  the  Conqueror’s  reign,  this  place  was  feized 
into  the  king’s  hands,  among  the  reft  of  his  eftates,  and 
was  afterwards  granted  to  Gilbert  Magminoti  being 
held  of  the  king  in  capite  by  barony,  by  the  tenure  of 
maintaining  a certain  number  of  foldiers,  from  time  to 
time,  for  the  defence  of  Dover  caftle.  This  manor 
and  Binbury,  in  this  parilh,  together  with  Kerfony,  in 
River,  parcel  of  the  twenty-four  knight’s  fees,'^  wiiich 

See  Deptfqrd,  and  Cowdham,  vol.  i.  of  this  hidory,  p.  34.6. 
Vol.  ii.  p.  60, 
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made  up  the  barony  of  Magrninot,  of  which  Deptford 
was  the  head  or  chief. 

Of  the  family  of  Magminot,  and  of  their  heirs  the 
.Says,  Thiirnham  was  held  by  a family  which  took  their 
name  from  their  pofleflions  in  it.  Robert  de  T urnham 
held  this  eftate  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  and  was 
the  founder  of  the  priory  of  Combwell,  in  Goudhurft, 
to  w’hich  lie  gave  part  of  his  polTeflions  in  this  parilh.  j 

He  left  two  Tons,  Robert  and  Stephen  j the  former  of  ‘ 
whom  attended  king  Richard  I.  in  his  noted  expedi- 
tion to  the  holy  land,  and  he  died  in  the  13th  year 
of  king  John’s  reign,  without  iffue  male,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  brother  Stephen  de  Turnham,  who  hav- 
ing ratified  his  father’s  grants  to  the  priory  of  Comb- 
well,  died  before  the  i6th  year  of  that  reign,  as  it 
ihould  feem  / p. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I. 

Sir  Roger  de  Northwood,  of  Nortliwood,  in  the  Ille 
of  Shepey,  poflefled  the  manor  of  Thurnham,  with 
Binbury,  and  other  eftates  in  this  parifli,  and  died  in 
the  13th  year  of  that  reign,  in  whofe  defcendants, 
who  had  fummons  to  parliament,  among  the  barons 
of  this  realm,  they  continued  down  to  Roger  de 
Northwood,  who  on  his  father.  Sir  John  de  North- 
wood’s  death,  anno  2 Richard  II.  fucceeded  to  them.’' 

He  alienated  the  manor  of  Thurnham  to  Robert 
Corbie,  efq.  of  Boughton  Malherb,  whofe  foie  daugh- 
ter and  heir  Joane  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Sir  Ni-  ; 
cholas  Wotton,  who  anno  3 Henry  V.  was  lord- 
mayor.  His  defcendant  Sir  Edward  Wotton,  pro- 
cured his  lands  in  this  county  to  be  difgavelled  by  the 
adis  both  of  31  king  Henry  VIII.  and  1 arnl  3 king 
Edward  VI.  and  from  him  this  manor  defeended  tO 
his  grand  Ton  Sir  Edward  Wotton,  of  Boughton  Mal- 
herb, created  lord  Wotton,  baron  of  Marley,  w'hofc 


■■  See  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  662.  vol.  ii.  p.  270.  See  more  of 
this  family  under  Northwood  manor,  in  Milton,  hereafter. 

fon 
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fon  Thomas,  lord  Wotton,  dying  in  the  6th  year 
Charles  I.  without  male  iliue,  Catherine,  his  eldefl 
daughter  and  coheir,  carried  this  manor  in  marriage 
to  Henry,  lord  Stanhope,  Ion  and  heir  to  Philip,  earl 
of  Chefterfield,  who  died  in  his  father’s  life-time. 
Upon  which,  his  widow  Catherine,  lady  Stanhope, 
became  again  pofleli'cd  of  it,  and  quickly  after  trans- 
ferred it  by  fale  to  Mr.  John  Godden,  of  London, 
whofe  fon  William  Godden,  efq.  ofWeftwell,  alie- 
nated it,  in  1694,  to  William  Cage,  efq.  of  Berfted, 
and  his  defcendant  John  Cage,  efq.  youngeft  fon  of 
William  Cage,  efq.  of  Milgate,  fold  this  manor,  to- 
gether with  the  parfonage  or  rediory  impropriate  of 
Thurnham,  to  Sir  Edward  Dering,  barr.  who  died- 
poffelied  of  them  in  1762,  and  his  fon  Sir  Edward 
Dering,  bart.  of  Surrenden,  in  this  county,  is  the  pre- 
fent  owner  of  them,  together  with  the  manors  of  New^i- 
ham,  alias  the  Rediory,  and  Cafle  Godard,  in  tliis 
parifh.  A court  leet  and  court  baron  is  held  for  the 
manor  of  7'hurnham. 

Binbury,  antiently  written  Bingebery,  is  an  emi- 
nent manor  in  this  pariflu,  lying  on  the  fummit  of  the 
chalk-hills  at  the  north-weft  extremity  of  it. 

This  manor  is  included  in  the  defeription  in  Domef- 
day  recited  before,  as  part  of  the  biOiop  of  Baieux’s 
pofleflions,  and  coming  into  the  king’s  hands,  was 
granted  to  Gilbert  Magminot,  to  hold  as  before- 
mentioned  in  capite,  by  barony.  After  which  it  palled 
with  the  manor  of  Thurnham,  to  the  family  of  that 
name,  and  afterwards  to  the  North  woods  ; during  the 
time  of  its  continuance  in  which  family,  in  king  Ed- 
w'ard  the  llld.’s  reign,  a melancholy  accident  hap- 
pened at  Binbury  as  appeared  by  the  old  evidences  of 
the  lord  Wotton’s  family : the  lady  Northwood  Hand- 
ing on  a precipice  of  the  hill,  to  fee  a fox  dug  out, 
the  earth,  being  loole  and  fandy,.lunk  under  her,  and 
the  hanging  hill  fliooting  down  upon  her,  Ihe  was 
ftifled  to  death  with  the  preiTure,  before  any  afliftance 

' ' could 


524  EYHORNE  HUNDRED. 

could  be  given  to  her.  In  this  name  of  Northwood 
this  manor  continued  down  to  Roger  de  Northwood, 
who  died  pofl'efled  of  it  in  the  laft  year  of  Henry  V. 
His  heirs,  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  reign,  palled  it 
away  to  Thomas  Thwaits,  who  in  the  8th  year  of  it, 
conveyed  his  interell  in  it  to  William  Gafcoigne,  of 
the  family  of  Gafcoigne,  of  Gawthorpe,  in  Yorkfhire, 
who  bore  for  their  arms.  Argent^  on'a  pale  fable,  a demi 
lucy,  or,  in  whofe  name  it  continued  till  the  beginning 
of  king  Edward  I V.’s  reign,  and  then  it  was  alienated 
to  Cutt,  or  Cutts,  for  the  name  was  fpelt  both  ways, 
whole  defcendant  Sir  John  Cutt,  polTelfed  this  manor 
in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  He  was  treafiirer 
of  the  houlhold,  and  refided  at  Horeham  hall,  at 
Thaxfled,  in  Efl'ex,  which  houfe  he  had  built.  He 
had  a younger  brother  Richard,  from  whom  defcended 
John  Cutt,  created  in  1690  lord  Cutt,  of  Gowran,  in 
Ireland,  and  died  /.  p.  They  bore  for  their  arms. 
Argent,  on  a bend  ingratled,  fable,  three  plates,  in  each  a 
martlet  of  the  fecond  j thofe  of  this  county  bore  this 
CQ2X%mthin  a bor  dure,  argent,  and  gules'  He  died  in 
1520.  Sir  Henry  Cutt,  his  grandl'on,  was  of  Cam- 
bridgelhire,  and  died  in  1603  f.  p,  very  foon  after 
which,  his  heirs  alienated  this  manor  to  Sir  Samuel 
Lennard,  of  Weft  Wickham,  in  this  county,  who 
died  pofTefled  of  it  in  1618,  and  was  lucceeded  in  it 
by  his  eldeft  fon.  Sir  Stephen  Lennard,  created  a ba^ 
ronet  in  1642  After  which  this  manor  palled  in  his 
defcendants  in  like  manner  as  that  of  Weft  Wickham 
defcribed  in  the  fecond  volume  of  this  hiftory,  down 
to  Mifs  Mary  Lennard,  who  marrying  John  Farnaby, 
efq.  he  became  in  her  right  polfelfed  of  it.  They 
joined  in  the  fale  of  it  in  1785,  to  authorize  which  an 
adt  palled  that  year,  to  James  Whatman,  efq.  of  Box- 
ley,  who  exchanged  it  tor  other  lands  elfewhere,  with 
Heneage,  earl  of  Aylesford,  and  he  is  the  prefent 
owner  of  it. 

’ See  Morant’s  Efiex,  vol.  ii.  p.  590. 

Aldington, 
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Aldington,  ufiially  called  Addington,  and  now 
comprehended  within  the  bounds  of  this  parifli,  was 
formerl}^  a diftindl  parijh  of  itfelf.  It  was,  as  well  as 
Thurnham,  part  of  thofe  potreflions  given  by  Wil* 
liam  the  Conqueror  to  his  half-brother  Odo,  bifhop 
of  Baieux,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands  it 
i:>  thus  entered  in  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  taken  about 
the  year  1080  : 

Anfgotiis  of  Rochefter  holds  of  the  bijl.iop  ( of  Baieux ) 
Andintone.  It  was  taxed  at  two  fulings.  The  arable 
land  is  three  cariicates  and  an  half.  In  demefne  there  are 
two,  and  feven  villeins,  zvith  five  borderers  having  one 
carucate  and  an  half.  7 here  is  a church  and  four  fer- 
vants,  and  fix  acres  of  meadow,  and  one  mill  of  four JhiR 
lings  andizvo  pence.  IVood  for  the  pannage  of  ten  hogs. 
In  the  time  of  king  Edzvard  the  Confeffor,  and  after- 
wards, it  was  worth  four  pounds,  noiv  feven  pounds. 
Godttin  and  Alunin  held  it  of  king  Edward  for  tzvo 
manors. 

Thefe  tzvo  manors  continued  afterwards  as  fuch, 
ONE  OF  WHICH,  from  its  fituation,  and  from  the  no- 
ble family  which  pofl'elTed  it,  was  called  Aldington 
CoBHAM,  alias  East-court. 

Henry  de  Cobham,  of  Cobham,  was  poflelTed  of 
this  manor  in  the  reign  of  king  John,  and  his  eldell 
fon  John  de  Cobham,  of  Cobham  likewife,  died  in 
the  28th  year  of  king  Edw'ard  I.  pofTeffed  of  it,  hold- 
ing it  in  capite  by  thefervice  of  one  knight’s  fee.  He 
leems  to  have  been  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  next  brother 
William,  ufually  afterwards  ftiled  of  Aldington,  who 
was  ajuflice  itinerant,  both  in  the  reigns  of  king 
Henry  ill.  and  Edward  I.  and  died,  far  advanced  in 
years,  anno  14  Edward  W.  f p.  being  fucceeded  in 
this  manor  by  Reginald  his  nephewq  flilcd  likewife 
Cobham,  of  Aldington,  fon  of  his  eldeft  brother  John 
de  Cobham,  by  his  fecond  wife.  His  fon,  Reginald 
de  Cobham,  in  the  14th  year  of  Edward  III.  pro- 
cured a charter  of  free-warren  in  all  the  demefne  lands 

within 
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within  his  manor  of  Aldington  by  Thornham,  among 
others.  He  died  in  the  35th  year  of  that  reign,  pof- 
felfed  of  this  manor,  held  of  the  king  in  capite^  as  of 
the  callle  of  Rochefter,  then  in  the  king’s  hands,  by 
the  fervice  of  paying  to  the  ward  of  that  caflle,  in  lieu 
of  all  fervice.  In  whofe  delcendants,  of  the  name  of 
Reginald,  leated  at  Sterborough-caftle,  in  Surry, 
whence  his  defcendants  were  called  Cobhams,  of  Ster- 
borough,  it  continued  down  to  Reginald  de  Cobham, 
who  dying  in  the  24th  year  of  Henry  VI.  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  eldeft  lurviving  Ton,  Sir  Thomas  Cob- 
ham/  whofe  only  daughter  and  heir  Anne,  carried  it 
in  marriage  to  Sir  Edward  Borough,  of  Gainfborough, 
in  Lincolnlhire.  His  defcendant,  VVilliam,  lord  Bo- 
rough, in  the  12th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  fold  this 
manor  of  Aldington  Eaft-court,  to  Henry  Brockhuil, 
who  was  likewife  pofleffed  of  the  other  part  of  Al- 
dington, called  from  its  fituation,  and  the  family  which 
pollelTed  it  Aldington  Septvans,  alias  West- 
court.  Of  this  family  of  Septvans,  was  Roger  de 
Septvans,  who  poffefled  this  manor  in  the  reign  of 
Richard  1.  and  was  with  that  king  at  the  liege  of  Aeon, 
in  Paleftine,  and  it  remained  in  his  defcendants  down 
to  William  Septvans,  who  died  in  the  25th  year  of 
Edward  III.  holding  this  elfate,  then  called  Weft- 
court,  alias  Septvans,  as  the  moiety  of  the  manor  of 
Aldington,  in  manner  as  above-mentioned.  After 
which  it  did  not  remain  long  in  this  name,  for  John 
Gower  died  poflefted  of  it  in  the  39th  year  of  that 
reign  ; and  from  thence,  not  many  years  afterwards, 
it  was  alienated  to  Sir  John  Brockhuil,  in  w'hofe  de- 
fcendants refident  here  it  continued  down  to  Henry 
Brockhill,  efq.  of  Aldington,  who  in  the  12th  year 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  purchafed  of  William,  lord 
Burgh,  the  other  moiety  of  Aldington,  by  the  name 


‘ See  more  of  the  Cobhams  of  Sterborough,  vd.  iii.  of  this 
hiflory,  p.  211. 
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of  the  manor  of  Aldington  Eaft-court,  as  has  been 
already  related.  He  died  in  1^96,  and  was  buried  in 
Berfted  church,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Gules,  a crofs 
engrailed  between  twelve  crofs-crojlets  Jit  thee  argent ; 
qjiartered  with  ihofe  of  Criol.  He  left  two  daughters 
his  coheirs,  Anne  and  Martha,  the  former  of  whom, 
by  the  death  of  her  filter,  became  at  length  his  foie 
heir,  and  marrying  Mr.  John  Taylor,  gent,  entitled 
him  to  thefe  eftates,  on  which  he  afterwards  relided, 
being  the  grandfon  of  William  Taylor,  of  Shadox- 
hurft,  he  alienated  them  to  Sir  Richard  Smith,  of 
Leeds-caftle,  who  died  in  1628,  and  his  heirs  foon 
afterwards  alienated  them  to  Ralph  Freke,  efq.  de- 
fcended  from  thofe  of  Dorfetlhire,  who  having  mar- 
ried Cecilie,  fifth  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Culpeper, 
of  Holiingborne,  fixed  his  refidence  at  Aldington 
W^eft-court.  She  died  in  1650,  after  which  he  fold 
them  to  Mr.  John  Munns,  of  Berfted,  in  which  name 
they  remained  till  they  were  conveyed  by  fale  to  Wil- 
liam Sheldon,  efq.  His  grandfon  Richard  Sheldon, 
efq.  refided  at  Aldington,  where  he  kept  his  Ihrievalty 
in  1717,  bearing  for  his  arms,  Sable,  a fefs  between 
three  Jheldrakes,  argent,  and  dying  in  1736,  was  bu- 
ried in  Thurnham  church,  having  by  his  will  given 
thefe  manors  to  his  widow,  who  in  1738,  remarrying 
with  William  Jones,  efq.  M.  D.  entitled  him  to  this 
feat, and  the  manors  of  Aldington  Cobham  and  Weft- 
c.ourt,  at  the  latter  of  which  he  refided.  He  died  in 
1780,  leaving  two  daughters  his  coheirs,  Mary,  mar- 
ried to  Lock  Rollinfon,  efq.  of  Oxfordlhire,  and 
Anne,  to  Thomas  Ruffell,  efq.  who,  in  right  of.their 
wives,  became  rcfpe(ftively  entitled  to  thefe  manors, 
which  they  afterwards  joined  in  the  fale  of  to  the  hon. 
Rev.  Jacob  Marlham,  LL.  D.  fecond  furviving  fon 
of  the  late  lord  Romney,  who  is  the  prefent  pofteftbr 
of  them  and  refides  at  Aldington-court. 

The  church  of  Aldington  was  dedicated  to  St. 
Peter,  and  continued  a feparate  parilh  church  from 

that 
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that  of  Thurnham,”  till  it  was  united  to  it  by  agree- 
ment made  in  1583,  between  Henry,  Brockhull,  efq. 
lord  of  the  manor  and  patron  of  it,  and  William  Mer- 
rick, vicar  of  Thurnham,  which  was  confirmed  Jede 
vcicaute  by  mafter  William  Aubrey,  L.  D.  guardian 
of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  and  ordinary  pro  tempore. 
Since  which  it  has  been  accounted  as  a chapel  to  that 
church.  In  this  church  was  buried  Nicholas  Brock- 
hull,  efq.  lord  of  Aldington  Weftcourt,  anno  2 Ed- 
ward IV. 

On  the  very  brow  of  the  chalk  hill,  are  the  re- 
mains of  an  antient  fortification,  now  called  Xhurn- 
HAM- CASTLE,  but  formerly  Godard' s-cajlle^  and  the 
hill  on  which  it  ftands,  from  thence,  Godard' s-hilL 

Darell,  in  his  treatife  De  Cajiellis  Cantii,  affirms, 
that  this  caftle  was  founded  by  Godardus,  a Saxon, 
from  whom  it  took  its  name.  Leland  calls  it  the  cajjle 
of  Thorne^  and  fays,  it  was  in  his  time  entirely  a ruin. 
He  fays,  “ Sir  John  Cutte,  under  treafurer  of  Eng- 
land, bought  of  one  Savelle,  a main  of  fair  lands  in 
Yorkfliire,  then  being  in  trouble,  the  Iqrdlhip  of 
Godhurfte,  with  the  ruins  of  a caftle,  (meaning  this  of 
Thurnham)  Handing  about  two  miles  from  the  banks 
of  the  Medway,  and  the  like  diftance  from  Maidftone. 

“ This  lordlhip  at  that  time  was  partly  a ground 
much  overgrown  with  thornes  and  bulbes,  and  was 
worth  but  XX  markes  by  the  year,  then  it  w'as  cleared, 
and  the  value  much  enhanfed,  and  much  goodly  wood 

was  then  about  it.”  , . . 

Sir  John  Cutte  was  then  lord  of  the  adjoining  ma- 
nor of  Binbury,  as  has  been  already  mentioned  ; but 
the  fcite  of  the  caftle  has  been  long  fince  alienated 
from  the  pofleffors  of  that  manor. 

“ William  Pope,  vicar  of  the  church  nf  Aldington  in  1464, 
was  buried  in  the  church-yard,  clofe  to  the  fouth-well  corner  of 
the  lleeplc.  Will*,  Pxerog.  off.  Cant. 

^he 
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*The  /cite  of  ’Thurnham-cafle  is  on  the  brow  of  the 
great  chalk-hill,  about  half  a mile  northward  of  the 
church,  and  as  much  eaftward  from  thehi^h  road  on 
the  top  of  Detling-hill.  The  walls  which  remain  are 
built  of  rude  flint,  honey-combed  and  almoft  eaten 
up  by  the  weather  and  length  of  time.  That  part 
which  is  now  {landing  of  them  is  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  area  of  the  caftle  : they  are  about  fourteen  feet 
high,  and  near  three  broad.  The  red  of  the  walls  are 
demolilhed  to  the  foundations,  which  are,  notwith- 
flanding,  modly  vifible.  The  area  contains  about  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  of  ground.  On  the  ead  fide  of  it 
was  the  keep,  being  an  artificial  mount,  in  the  middle 
of  which  there  is  an  hollow,  as,  if  the  ground  had 
fallen  in  and  filled  a cavity  underneath.  It  appears  to 
have  been  walled  round,  efpecially  towards  the  fouth, 
where  the  chalk  below  having  been  dug  away  perpen- 
dicularly up  to  the  bottom  of  the  foundations,  they 
have  mod  part  of  them  tumbled  down  inio  the  chalk- 
pit underneath,  where  large  fragments  of  them  lie* 
The  entrance  feems  to  have  been  from  the  north. 

It  is  very  probable,  from  the  Roman  urns,  and 
other  remains  of  that  nation,  found  about  this  hill, 
that  it  was  fird  erected  by  them,  and  was  polTibly  one 
of  their  fpeculatory  Jlaiions  or  watch-towers^  as  well  to 
fecure  this  pafs,  as  to  overlook  the  approaches  of  their 
enemies  through  the  valley  below. 

CHARUIES. 

Four  houses,  known  by  thename  of  Church-houfes,  now  let 
to  the  overfeers  of  the  poor  for 40$.  per  annum,  and  four  acres 
of  land,  called  Church-lands,  let  at  three  guineas  per  annum, 
were  given  to  the  poor  of  this  parifli  by  perfons  now  unknown, 

Edward  Godfrey,  of  this  parilh,  gent,  gave  by  will  in 
1709,  twenty  (hillings  yearly,  out  of  lands  in  Berfted,  called 
Crouch-field,  to  be  dillribuied  yearly  among  the  poor  of  this 
parilh  not  receiving  alms,  veiled  in  Mr.  Watts,  of  Gravefend, 
and  the  vicar  of  this  parilh.  He  likewife  gave  by  his  will  30s. 
yearly  out  of  the  fame  lands,  for  the  fchooling  of  poor  chil- 
dren ; half  of  them  to  be  of  this  parilh,  and  half  of  that  of 
Berlled.  And  he  left  30s.  more  by  his  will  for  the  Tike  ufe,  to 
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be  paid  out  of  an  houfe  called  Rofearre,  in  Berfted  ; the  pay* 
ittent  of  which  has  been  conftan^ly  refufed,  on  pretence  that 
he  had  no  right  to  devife  fuch  charge  on  it. 

Mbs.  Mary  Derino,  daughter  of  Henry  Dering,  vicar 
of  this  parifti,  by  her  will  in  1725,  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  pa- 
rilh  twenty-fix  penny  loaves,  to  be  dillributed  yearly  onChrift- 
mas  day  forever;  and  for  that  purpofe,  (he  depofited  lol,  in 
the  minifler’s  and  churchwarden’s  hands,  to  be  put  out  to  ufe, 
which  was  accordingly  done,  but  the  money  is  now  loft  by 
the  perfons  being  in  indigent  circumftances. 

The  poor  contlantly  relieved  are  about  forty-two  ; cafually, 
about  eighteen. 

Thurnham  Is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocejeoi  Canterbury,  2iVi^deanry 
of  Sutton. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  a 
fmall  building,  confiding  of  one  ifle  and  two  chan- 
cels, having  a low  pointed  fteeple  at  the  weft  end,  in 
which  hang  three  bells.  In  it  are  monuments  for  the 
Sheldons,  feveral  of  whom  lie  buried  here,  as  does  Sir 
Henry  Cutt,  in  the  chancel  founded  in  honor  of  him  • 
by  lady  Barbara  his  wife,  who  afterwards  married 
William  Covert,  efq.  of  Boxley,  and  dying  in  1618, 
was  buried  here  likewife. 

This  church,  with  its  appurtenances  and  lands, 
called  Hocli  and  Cafteye,  were  given,  among  other 
premifes  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  by  Robert  de 
Thurnham  to  the  priory  of  Combwell,  at  Goudhurft, 
at  that  time  founded  by  him  ; which  gift  was  con- 
firmed by  his  fon,  Stephen  de  Thurnham,  and  by 
king  Henry  III.  by  his  charter  of  infpeximiis  in  his 
1 ith  year. 

The  church  of  Tliurnham  was,  within  a few  years 
afterwards,  appropriated  to  the  above-mentioned 
priory,  with  the  confent  of  Richard,  archbiftiop  of 
Canterbury,  who  likewife  granted  a confirmation  of 
it  to  them.  To  the  redtory  belonged  a manor,  call- 
ed Newenham,  alias  the  rectory  of  thurn- 
ham, which,  with  its  appurtenances,  confifting  of 
certain  premiles  and  lands,  called  Howe-court  and 

Canons- 
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Canons-barns,  part  of  the  gift  of  Robert  de  Thurn- 
ham,  as  before-mentioned,  remained  in  the  pofieffion 
of  the  priory  till  the  27th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
when  by  the  adt  for  the  fuppreffion  of  all  fuch  reli- 
gious houfes,  whofe  revenues  did  not  amount  to  the 
clear  yearly  value  of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  for 
giving  the  fame  to  the  king;  this  priory  was  next 
year  iurrendered  up  into  the  king’s  hands.  Thefe 
premifes  in  the  parilh  of  Thurnham  remained  but  a 
fmall  time  in  the  crown,  for  the  king  in  his  29th  year 
granted  them  to  Thomas  Culpeper,  to  hold  in  capile 
by  knight’s  lervice,  but  he  did  not  poffel’s  them  long, 
for  it  appears  by  the  elcheat-rolls,  that  they  were  again 
in  the  crown  in  the  34th  year  of  that  reign,  for  that 
year  the  king  granted  the  rectory  of  Thurnham,  with 
its  appurtenances,  among  other  premifes,  to  Sir  John 
Gage,  comptroller  of  his  houfliold,  to  hold  in  like 
manner,'^  and  he  alienated  it  to  Sir  Edward  Wotton, 
who  died  in  the  6th  year  of  Edward  VI.  poflefTed  of 
the  manor  and  redtory  of  How-court  and  Canons- 
barns,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  of  Thurn- 
ham. From  him  they  defcended  down  in  like  manner 
as  the  manor  of  Thurnham  above-defcribed,  till  they 
came  with  it  into  the  poffeffion  of  John  Cage,  efq. 
of  Combe,  who  fold  the  parfonage  or  reBory  impro-‘ 
priate,  with  the  manor  and  lands  belonging  to  it,  and 
"all  its  appurtenances,  to  Sir  Edward  Dering,  bart, 
whofe  fon  of  the  fame  name  is  now  poflefTed  of  it,  as 
has  been  already  mentioned  before,  but  the  advowfon 
of  the  vnarage,  with  the  redory  of  Aldington  an- 
nexed, was  fold  by  him  in  1 740  to  Mr.  Jofeph  Small- 
well,  of  Maidftone,  who  in  1753  conveyed  it  to  Mr. 
Henry  Ho.dfon,  whofe  fon  the  Rev.  Henry  Hodfon, 
vicar  of  this  parilh,  is  now  entitled  to  it. 

" Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  3.  Ibid,  annp  38  Hen.  VIII.  pt.  1 3. 
See  Combwe'Iin  Goudhurll. 
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In  the  8th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  the  church  of 
Thurnham  with  Aldington  was  valued  at  33I,  6s.  8d. 
In  1640  it  was  valued  at  forty  pounds  per  annum. 
Communicants  one  hundred  and  fifty-feven.  This 
vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  81.  os.  lod. 
and  the  yearly  tenths  at  i6s.  id. 

The  vicarage  of  Thiirnham,  with  the  church  of 
Aldington  annexed  to  it*  is  endowed  with  all  kind  of 
vicarial  tithe  in  the  former,  and  all  manner  of  tithes 
in  the  latter. 


CHURCH  OF  THURNHMf,  xoith  the  CHURCH  OF 
ALDIHG I ON  annexed^ 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  •whom  Jirefented. 

Priory^  Combwell,  ......... 


» * He  «ras  d^^C.C,  C.  col!egt,Carti- 

hridge,  anU  wrote  fcreral  religious 
trails. 

j He  lies  buried  In  this  church, 
z Ibid. 


VtCARS. 

Thomas  Reynolds , S.  T.  B.  July 

^5>  -597'  1600. 

Benjamin  Carrier,  $.  T,  B. 
March  27,  1600,  refigned 

1613. 

^ohn  Crompe,  A.  M.  July  g, 

1614,  ODt.  1641.* 

William  Sutton,  NbV.  6,  i66l, 

obi.  Nov.  28,  i673'>' 

Henry  Dering,  A.  M.  1673,0b. 

Dec.  26,  1720.* 

Jonathan  Soon,  obt.  Jah, 

14,  1768.* 

Henry  Hodfon,  A.  M.  prefented 
Feb.'  10,  1768,  the  prefcot 
vicar.'" 

* And  mafter  of  the  king’s  fchool, 
in  Rocheftcr-  He  was  likewife  vicar 
of  Woodnelbojough. 

_ b He  is  aTfo  reilor  ef  Sandhurft  hy 
difpenfatioi),  dated  1768. 


. Having  now  descBibeO  thi  foutbern  part  of  this 
hundred,  lying  below  the  chalk  hills,  ! lhall  proceed  to 
the  remaining  part  of  it,  lying  above  or  on  the  nor- 
thern hde  of  them,  beginning  with  the  parijh  of  Otter- 
den,  which  lies  almoft  on  the  fummit  of  them. 
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LIES  the  next  parifli  ncH’thward  from  Lenham, 
being  written  in  the  llirvey  of  Domefday,  OtringedenCy 
in  antient  deeds,  Otleringdiiriy  and  in  later  ones  O/- 
tringdeHy  alias  Otter  den. 

That  part  of  this  parifli  lying  north- weft  ward  of 
the  valley,  which  is  between  the  church  and  Hall- 
place,  which  includes  Otterden-place,  that  church, 
and  the  kite  of  the  dilapidated  church  of  Monketon, 
is  in  the  divifton  of  Weji  Kent  ^ and  the  remaining  or 
fouth-eaft  part  of  it,  including  Hall-place,  the  Icite 
of  the  dilapidated  church  of  Boardfield,  and  the  whole 
hamlet  of  k,  is  in  that  of  Eaji  Kent. 

The  parish  of  Otterden  lies  a little  more  than  a 
mile  from  the  fummit  of  the  chalk  hills,  and  being 
greatly  expofed  to  the  north-eaft,  is  very  bleak  and 
cold.  The  hills  in  it  are  very  frequent  and  fteep  ; the 
land  is  in  general  very  poor  and  barren,  confifting  of 
a loofe  red  earth,  mixed  with  fuch  quantities  ot  flints, 
that  in  the  bottom  of  the  valleys  they  entirely  cover 
the  furface  of  the'  ground,  notwithftanding  which,  the 
moft  corn  grows  where  they  are  thus  numerous.  The 
parifh,  efpecially  in  the  north-eaft  part,  is  greatly  in- 
terfperfed  with  coppice  wood,  w'hich  moftly  confifts 
of  beech,  intermixed  at  places  with  hazel  and  birch, 
and  fomefew'alh  and  willow  ftubbs.  The  roads  are 
very  narrow,  and  from  the  frequency  and  fteepnefs  of 
the  hills,  and  the  quantities  of  loo4e  flints  in  them, 
are  very  unpleafant  and  unfafe  to  travellers. 

Nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  parifh  is  Otterden- 
place,  fituated  on  an  eminence,  having  a moft  exten- 
live  prolpedt  towards  the  north-eaft,  over  the  neigh- 
bouring country,  and  the  channel  beyond  it.  It  is  a 
very  large  pile  of  building,  the  more  antient  part  of 
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it  being  feemingly  of  king  Henry  the  Vlllth.’s  reign, 
though  I'ome  of  it  has  been  lately  taken  down  pur- 
pofely  to  lelTen  the  lize  of  it ; at  not  more  than  one 
hundred  yards  diftance  from  it  is  the  new  church  of 
Otterden,  which,  from  its  form,  and  having  no  fteeple, 
looks  more  like  fome  apartment  belonging  to  the 
manfion  than  what  it  really  is;  about  half  a mile  weft- 
ward  is  the  parfonage,  a modern  brick  building. 

It  has  a fmall  village  of  a very  few  houfes,  called 
Otterden-ftreet,  the  cottages  in  general  {landing  Tingle 
and  difperfed  over  different  parts  of  it,  and  are  very 
meanly  built  ; in  fhort,  poverty  and  health  may  be 
truly  laid  to  be  the  charafteriftic  of  thefe  parts,  as 
well  as  of  thole  others,  throughout  this  county,  which 
lie  on  the  northern  fide  of  this  range  of  hills,  near  the 
fummit  of  them,  but  extending  In  breadth  only  a few 
miles,  in  fome  more,  in  others  lefs ; to  which  diftridl 
the  whole  of  the  above  defeription  may  be  faid  to  be 
well  adapted,  a,lmoft  in  every  particular. 

This  place  was  part  of  the  pofleffions  given  by 
William  the  Conqueror  to  his  half-brother  Odo,  bi- 
fhop  of  Baieux,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands 
it  is  thus  entered  in  the  lurvey  of  Domefday  : 

The  fame  Adam^  fon  of  Hubert^  holds  of  the  bifhop 
( of  Baieux ) Otnngedene.  It  was  taxed  at  half  a fuling, 
The  arable  land  is  two  carucates.  In  demefne  there  is 
one,  and  two  villeins,  with  four  borderers,  having  half  a 
carucate.  There  are  two  fervants,  and  one  acre  of  mea- 
dow. Wood  for  the  pannage  of  five  hogs.  In  the  time, 
of  king  Edward  the  Confefior,  and  afterwards,  it  was 
worth  ten  fioilUngs,  now,. thirty  fijillings.  To  this  manor 
belong  two  plats  of  ground  in  Canterbury,  of  twelve  pence, 
Aluuard  held  this  mayior  of  king  Edzvard. 

About  four  years  after  the  above  furvey,  on  the 
bifhop’s  difgrace,  all  his  eftates  were  felzed  on  by  his 
brother,  and  this  among  them  became  confilcated  to 
the  crown, 


This 
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This  manor  afterwards  came  into  the  pofTeffion  of 
n family  which  took  their  name  from  it.  Ralph  de 
Ottringden  held  it  of  William  de  Leyborne,  as  one 
knight’s  feCi  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  His  grandfoii 
Sir  Laurence  de  Ottringden,  died  pofleffed  of  it  in 
the  beginning  of  king  Edward  II. ’s  reign,  leaving  an 
only  daughter  and  heir,  who  carried  this  manor  in 
marriage  to  Peyforer,  from  which  name  it  palfcd  into 
that  of  Potyn  ; one  of  which,  Nicholas  Potyn,  was 
pofleffed  of  it  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  and  left  an 
only  daughter  Juliana,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to 
Thomas  St.  Leger,'  fecond  Ion  of  Ralph  St.  Leger, 
of  Ulcomb,  knight  of  the  Ihire  anno  51  Edward  III. 
He  afterwards  refided  at  Otterden,  where  he  kept  his 
flhrievalty  anno  20  Richard  II.  and  dying  in  the  loth 
year  of  Henry  IV.  v/as  buried  under  a tomb  eredled 
fochim  in  this  church,  near  the  high  altar.  His  arms 
being.  Pretty,  on  a chief,  two  mullctb,  impaling  femee  of 
Jieurs  delis,  were  on  his  tomb  j which  laft  are  faid  in 
the  Aucher  pedigree,  to  be  thole  of  Juliana  Potyn  his 
wife  5 but  it  muR  be  here  remarked,  the  fimilarity  of 
this  coat  to  that  of  Peyforer,  which  was.  Six  flews  de 
lis,  whole  daughter  and  heir  Philipott  fays  fhe  was. 

He  left  one  daughter  and  heir  Joane,  and  his  wi- 
dow Juliana,  furviving,  who  died  poffeffed  of  this 
manor  in  the  5th  year  of  Henry  V.  on  which,  Joan 
their  daughter,  then  the.  wife  of  Plenty  Aucher,  elq. 
of  Lofenham,  in  Newenden,  entitled  her  hufband  to 
the  poffeflion  of  it,  He  was'fon  of  Henry,  the  eldeft 
fon  of  Nicholas  Aucher,  of  Lolenham,  and  married 
firfl:  Ifabella  At-Towne,  of  Throwleigh,  by  whom  he 
had  two  fons,  Thomas,  of  Lofenham,  and  Robert, 
anceftor  to  the  /Vuchers  of  Weftwell.  His  fecond 
xvife  was  Joan,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  St.  Le- 
ger, as  above-mentioned,  by  whom  he  had  an  only 
Ion  Henry,  who  fucceeded  to  this  manor  of  Otterden, 

^ MSS.  attefled  pedigree  of  Aucher  and  St.  Leger. 
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and  refided  here.  This  branch  of  the  family  of  Au- 
cher  bore  for  their  arms  four  coats  quarterly  j firft, 
Aucher^  ermine^  on  a chiefs  azurcy  three  Horn  rampant y 
or  ; lecond,  St.  Legery  frettyy  azure  and  argent^  on  a 
chief y or,  two  mulletSy  gules  ; third,  PotyUy  or  PeteviHy 
(irgenty  femee  of fieurs  de  lisy  azure  y fourth,  Ottringden, 
ermine y a crojs  voidedy  gules.  He  died  in  1 1502,  and 
was  buried  in  the  north  chapel  of  this  church.  His 
fon,  James  Aucher,  died  in  1508,  and  lies  buried  at 
his  father’s  feet.  On  his  grave-ftone  was  his  effigies 
in  brafs,  and  at  the  upper  corner  of  the  ftone,  two 
fhields  of  arms,  one  of  the  coat  of  Aucher;  the  other 
two  coats,  per  fejsy  the  upper  one,  Otter  den ; the  lower 
one,  St.  Leger  ; at  the  lower  part  of  the  ftone,  in  the 
centre,  was  the  firft  of  thofe  fhields  impaling  the  fecond. 
H is  eldeft  fon.  Sir  Anthony  Aucher,  married  Affra, 
daughter  of  William  Cornwallis,  by  whom  he  left 
three  fons,  John,  who  was  of  Otterden,  Edward,  who 
was  of  Bilhopfbourne,  whofe  defeendants  were  baro* 
nets,  and  remained  there  till  within  thefe  few  years, 
and  William,  who  was  afterwards  of  Nonington, 

John  Aucher,  efq.  of  Otterden-place,  the  eldeft 
fon,  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Joan,  who  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  marrying  with  Sir  Humphry 
Gilbert,  entitled  him  to  this  manor  and  feat.  He 
bore  for  his  arms,  Argenty  on  a chevrotty  fabUy  three 
rofes  of  the  fecondy  ptercedy  or.  He  pafled  them  away 
in  that  reign  to  William  Lewin,  LL.  D.  defeended 
from  John  Lewin,  gent,  of  Hertfordfhire,  They  bore 
for  their  arms,  LewtUy  party  per  paky  gules  and  azurey 
three  flags  headsy  coupedy  or.^  He  afterwards  refided 
here,  and  dying  in  1598,  was  buried  in  the  church  of 
St.  Leonard  Shoreditch.  He  was  a mafter  in  chan-; 
eery,  judge  of  the  Prerogative-court  of  Canterbury, 
chancellor  of  Rochefter,  commiflary  of  the  faculties^ 
and  dean  of  the  peculiars,  &c.  He  defigned  in  hii 

Viftn.  CO.  Kent,  1619.  Pedigree  Lewin, 

life- 


OTTERDEN.  557 

Hfe-time  to  have  been  buried  in  Otterden  church, 
and  there  is  a I’uperb  monument  erected  in  the  north 
chancel  of  this  church,  a cenotaph,  to  his  memory. 

Sir  Juftinian  Lewin,  his  eldeit  Ton,  fucceeded  him 
in  this  manor,  and  refided  here,  where  he  died  in 
1620,  and  was  buried  in  this  church,  where  there  is 
a coftJy  monument  eredted  to  his  memory.  He  left 
an  only  daughter  and  heir  Elizabeth,  who  carried  this 
eftatc  in  marriage  to  Richard  Rogers,  efq.  of  Brian- 
fton,  in  Somerletlhire,  who  dying  likewile  without 
male  iffue,  his  daughter  Elizabeth  carried  it  in  mar- 
riage, nrft  to  Charles  Cavendifh,  lord  Mansfield,  el- 
deft  fon  and  heir  of  William  Cavendilh,  duke  ofNew- 
caftle,  who  died  /.  p.  by  her ; and  fecondly,  to 
Charles  Stuart,  duke  of  Richmond  and  Lenox,®  who 
by  fine  and  recovery  in  i66i,  fold  this  manor  and 
feat  to  George  Curteis,  efq.  afterwards  knighted. 

Sir  Geo.  Curteis  refided  at  Otterden-place,  where 
he  died  in  1702,  and  was  buried  in  the  north  chancel 
of  this  church,  bearing  for  his  arms,  Ardent,  a chevron 
between  three  bulls  hecAs,  cabofaed,  fable.  He  left  one 
fon  and  heir  George  Curteis,  efq.  who  fucceeded  his 
father  in  this  eftate,  and  died  in  1710,  leaving  an  only 
daughter  Anne,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Tho- 
mas Wheler,  efq.  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  George  Wheler, 
P.  D.  prebendary  of  the  church  of  Durham,  thel'on 
of  Colonel  Charles  Wheler,  of  Charing,  the  fon  of 
Thomas  Wheler,  efq.  of  Tottenham,  in  Middlefex,  ' 
I by  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Nicholas  Gilbourne,  of 
: Charing.  Sir  George  Wheler  had  been  a great  tra- 

1 vcller  into  feveral  parts  of  Afia,  of  which  he  publiOied 

an  account,  as  well  as  feveral  other  learned  treatifes, 

I He  was  a good  beneftiftor  to  Wye  fchool,  under  which 
j a further  account  may  be  feen  of  him.  They  bore  for 
tht\x2ivm%,Verty0n  a fefs, or, three  lions  rampant  of  the  fitji, 

' Mr.  Wheler  died  in  1716,/'.  p.  and  flie  furviving  him, 

j 

* See  more  of  the  Siuarts,  dukes  of  Richmond,  under  Gob. 
bam,  voJ.  iii.  of  this  hillory,  p;  417. 
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carried  this  eftate  again,  within  a few  months  after- 
wards, in  marriage  to  Humphry  Walcot,  efq.  of 
Worceflerfliire,  who  in  1725,  in  which  the  joined, 
pafled  it  away  by  fale  to  Granville  Wheler,  efq.  her 
firft  hutband’s  next  furviving  brother,  who  afterwards 
refided  at  Otterden-place.  He  afterwards  took  holy 
orders,  and  became  prebendary  of  Southwell,  and  rec- 
tor of  Lake,  In  Nottinghamfliire.  He  was  a gentle- 
man who  made  early  difcoveries  in  the  fcience  of 
eledlricity,  and  was  in  other  points  of  natural  philo- 
fophy  an  ingenious  and  learned  member  of  the  Koyal 
Society.  Among  other  private,  as  well  as  public  be- 
nefactions, he  made  an  addition  to  that  of  his  father, 
to  Wye  fchool,  and  was  a good  benefaClor  himfelf  to 
this  parilh.  He  died  at  Otterden  place  in  1 770,  and 
was  buried  in  the  vault  under  the  new  church,  which 
he  had  rebuilt,  having  been  twice  married  ; firft,  to 
Catherine,  daughter  of  Theophilus  Haftings,  earl  of 
Huntingdon,  and  fecondly,  to  Mary,  daughter  of 
John  Dove,  efq.  by  whom  he  had  no  ilfue,  but  by  his 
former  lady  he  had  two  fons  and  four  daughters. 
Theophilus,  the  eldeft  fon,  died  unmarried.  Gran- 
ville, the  fecond,  became  his  father’s  heir.  Elizabeth- 
Anne,  the  eldeft  daughter,  married  Thomas  Med- 
hurft,  efq.  of  Kippax,  in  Yorklhire;  Frances  died 
unmarried  ; Selina-Margaretta  married  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wills;  and  Catherine  Maria  married  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Stewart  Monteith,  of  Barrowby,  in  Lincolnihire. 
Granville  Wheler,  elq.  the  only  furviving  fon,  fuc- 
ceeded  to  this  manor,  with  the  feat  of  Otterden-place, 
where  he  for  fome  time  refided,  but  going  abroad,  he 
died  at  Dunkirk,  in  Flanders,  in  1786,  and  being 
brought  to  England  was  burled  in  this  church,  leav- 
ing Sybilla-Chriftiana,  his  wife,  fecond  daughter  of 
Robert  Hafwell,  efq.  of  London,  furviving,  and  by 
her,  one  fon,  Granville  Haftings,  an  infant.  She  mar- 
ried fecondly,  the  Rev.  John  Tatterfall,  chaplain  in 
ordinary  to  his  majefty,  and  he,  with  his  wife,  as  tef- 
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tamentary  guardians  of  her  fon  before-mentioned,  are 
as  Inch  at  prefent  in  the  poffeffion  of  this  manor  and 
edate. 

Boardfield,  alias  Boresfield,  is  a hamlet  in 
the  fouthern  part  of  this  parifh,  and  efteemed  to  lie 
within  the  limits  of  the  hundred  of  Faverfham.  It  was 
once  a parilh  of  idelf,  having  a church  of  its  own. 
The  manor  of  it  was  for  many  defcents  the  property 
of  that  branch  of  the  family  of  Cobham,  which  from 
their  poflTeffion  of  Sterborough-caftle,  in  Surry,  were 
ul'ually  diled  of  that  place. 

Reginald,  fon  of  John  de Cobham,  of  Cobham,  in 
this  county,  by  his  fecond  wife,  poflefled  this  manor 
in  the  reigns  of  king  Edward  II.  and  III.  in  whofe  de- 
feendants  of  the  fame  name  it  continued  down  to 
Reginald  de  Cobham,  who  died  poflefled  of  this  ma- 
nor in  the  24th  year  of  Henry  VI.  being  fucceeded  in 
it  by  his  elded  furviving  fon  SirThomas  Cobham,  who 
died  in  the  i ith  )'^ear  of  Edward  IV.  leaving  an  only 
daughter  and  foie  heir  Anne,  who  carried  it  in  mar- 
riage to  Sir  Edward  Borough,  of  GainlBorough,  in 
Lincolnfliire,^  whofe  defeendant,  William,  lord  Burgh, 
in  the  12th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  alienated  it  to 
John  Pakenham,  who  pafled  it  away  by  fale  within  a 
few  years  afterwards  to  William  Lewin,  LL.  D.  after 
which  this  edate  pafled,  in  like  manner  as  Otterden 
manor  and  place,  in  the  fame  chain  of  ownerlhip, 
down  to  Granville  Wheler,  elq.  whofe  only  fon  Gran- 
ville Hadings  Wheler,  now  an  infant,  is  intitled  to 
the  inheritance  of  it,  but  it  is  now  in  like  manner  in 
the  pofleflion  of  his  mother,  and  her  fecond  hufband, 
the  Rev.  John  Tatterfal,  as  his  tedamentary  guar- 
dians. 

The  church  of  Bur  defield  was  antiently  part  of  the 
pofleflions  of  the  nunnery  of  Davington  near  Faverfliam, 

^ See  Chidingftone,  vol.  iii.  of  thishiftory,  p.  213. 
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After  the  diffolution  of  that  nunnery,  and  before 
many  years  had  elapfed,  this  church  moft  probably 
fell  to  ruin,  for  even  when  Philipott  wrote  his  Villare, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  there  was  hardly  one 
done  of  it  left  upon  another  i however,  the  bounds 
of  the  church-yard  are  yet  vifible,  which  lies  at  the 
corner  of  a field,  and  being  converted  into  tillage,  the 
plough  in  its  progrefs  over  it  frequently  turns  up 
large  ftones,  part  of  this  antient  dilapidated  church. 
The  land  which  furrounds  the  fpot  where  the  church 
flood,  belongs  to  a farm  called  Waterditch,  which 
belongs  to  the  fame  owners  as  novv  potiels  the  manor 
of  Weft'Shelve,  in  Lenham.  • 

It  was  formerly  a redory  of  itfelf,  but  is  now 
efteemed  as  a chapel  united  to  the  parifh  church  of 
Otterden,  the  patronage  of  which  was  in  poffelBon  of 
the  family  of  Lewin,  and  pafled  from  them,  in  like 
manner  as  the  manor  of  Boardfield  and  Otterden,  to 
Granville  Wheler,  efq.  who  in  1778  alienated  the 
advowfon  of  the  church  of  Otterden,  with  the  chapels 
of  Boardfield  and  Monkton  annexed,  to  Edward 
Brydges,  efq.  of  Wotton-court,  who  died  in  1781, 
and  hiseldefi:  fon,  the  Rev.  Edw.  Timewell  Brydges, 
redor  of  this  parifii,  is  the  prefent  pofleffor  of  it. 

Monk  ETON  is  another  harnlet,  fituated  at  the 
north-weft  extremity  of  this  parifh,  which  was  for-r 
merly  likewife  accounted  a parifh  of  itlelf.  T.  he  ma- 
nor of  it,  which  extends  into  the  parifh  of  Newnham, 
feems  to  have  been  given  by  Ralph  Picot,  to  the  ab*' 
beyof  Faverfham,  at  or  foon  after  the  foundation  of 
it,  and  this  gift  was  confirmed  to  it  by  Henry  II.  in 
his  nth  year. 

It  has  for  many  years  had  the  fame  owners,  as  the 
manor  of  Sharfted,  in  Doddington,  and  pafiing  in  like 
manner  from  the  family  of  Delaune,  to  that  of  Jhpr- 
nicroft,  and  from  thence,  fince  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Anne  Thornicroft  in  1791,  it  came  to  hsx  nephew, 
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AKired  Pinke,  efq.  now  of  Sharfted,  the  prefent  pof- 
feflbr  of  it.  A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Frid-farm  is  an  eftate  in  this  hamlet,  being  part 
of  a confiderable  paicel  of  land  here,  in  N ewnham 
and  in  Falling,  which  was  the  property  of  Matthew, 
foil  of  Hamon  atte  Frith,  who  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  III.  gave  it,  by  the  defcription  of,  all  that  land, 
with  the  mill  ftandingon  it,  and  all  other  its  appur- 
tenances, in  Monketon,  to  the  nunnery  of  Davintony 
which  gift  was  confirmed  by  king  Henry  III.  in  his 
39th  year. 

After  this  nunnery  had  efcheated  to  the  crown  in 
the  ayth  year  of  Henry  VIII.  the  king  granted  the 
fcite  of  it  and  this  eftate,  among  the  other  polfeffions 
of  it,  in  his  35th  year,  to  Sir  Thomas  Cheney,  to 
hold  in  eapite  hy  knight’s  fervice,  who  in  the  ift  year 
of  queen  Elizabeth  died  poffeffed  of  this  eftate  at 
Monkton,  then  known  by  the  name  of  Frydefarniy 
corruptly,  no  doubt,  for  Fryth’s  farm,  being  fo  named 
from  the  antient  owner  of  it,  above-mentioned,  and 
was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  only  fon  Henry,  created 
lord  Cheney,  who  in  the  3d  year  of  that  reign,  having 
levied  a fine  of  all  his  lands,®  foon  afterwards  alienated 
this  eftate  to  Godden,  from  which  name  it  was,  not 
long  afterwards,  palled  away  to  George  Chute,  or 
Choute,  efq.  of  Betherfden,  whofe  defcendant,  Edw. 
Chute,  efq.  of  that  place,  who  died  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  leaving  Elizabeth  his  daughter,  and  at 
length  foie  heir,  Ihe  entitled  her  hulband  Sir  James 
Oxenden,  knight  and  baronet,  to  the  pofleflion  of  it. 
In  which  name  and  family  this  eftate  has  continued 
down  to  Sir  Henry  Oxenden,  bart.  of  Broome,  in 
Barham,  who  is  the  prefent  poflefibr  of  it.** 

"The  church  of  Monketon  has  been  long  dilapidated, 
though  the  exadt  ground  plot  ot  it  is  ftill  vilible,  hav- 

* See  more  of  the  Cheneys  under  Eaftchurch  in  Shepey, 

^ See  more  of  this  faitiiiy  under  Witigham  aivd  Barham. 
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ing  two  very  large  yew-trees  near  it.  It  is  fituatedin 
a wood  of  about  half.an  acre. 

The  rectory  of  this  church  belonged  to  the  nunnery 
of  Davington^  and  after  the  efcheating  of  it  to  the 
crown,  was  granted,  in 'the  35th  year  of  Henry  VIII. 
to  Sir  Thomas  Cheney,  together  with  Fryde-farm,  as 
before-mentioned,  to  hold  in  like  manner.  His  Ton 
Henry,  lord  Cheney,  fold  it  to  Godden,  who  alienated 
the  advowfon  of  this  redlory,  then  efteemed  as  a cha- 
pel to  the  church  of  Otterden,  with  fome  eltate  like- 
wife  in  Monketon,  to  William  Lewin,  LL.  D.  after 
which  it  palled,  in  like  manner  as  Otterden  manor  and 
place,  in  the  fame  chain  of  ownerfliip,  to  Granville 
Wheler,  efq.  who  alienated  the  advowlon  of  the 
church  of  Otterden,  with  this  chapel,  and  Monketon 
annexed,  to  Edward  Brydges,  efq.  of  Wotton,  whofe 
eldeft  Ion,  the  Rev.  Edward  Timewell  Brydges,  redor 
of  this  parifli,  is  theprefent  owner  of  it. 

Hall-p  LACE  is  a feat  fituated  in  the  fouth-eaft 
part  of  this  parifh,  which  was  formerly  efteemed 
a manor,  though  it  has  for  many  years  loft  the  repu- 
, ration  of  ever  having  been  one. 

At  the  time  it  had  tenants  and  fervices  belonging 
to  it,  this  manor  was  the  property  of  Roger  Rey,  as 
appears  by  an  antient  roll  without  date,  in  which 
mention  is  made  of  one  Thomas  Franklyn,  who  held 
fome  lands  of  this  manor  by  the  yearly  rent  and  fer- 
vice  of  one  red  rofe. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  this  eftate  of  Hall- 
place,  then  no  longer  reputed  a manor,  was  the  pro- 
perty of  Cock,  and  in  the  19th  year  of  it,  Eugenius 
Cock  fold  it.to  John  Bunce,  gent,  of  this  parifh,  the 
fon  of  Edward  Bunce,  who  left  his  refidence  at  Mal- 
mefbury,  and  came  firft  into  this  county.  They  bore 
for  their  arms.  Azure.,  on  a fefs,  argent,  three  eagles 
difplayed  of  the  firfl,  beHveen  three  hears  of  the  fecond.^ 

‘ Vifln.  CO.  Kent,  1619.  Pedigree  Bunce. 
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His  only  fon  James  Bunce  was  of  Otterden,  where 
he  died  in  1606,  and  was  buried  in  the  fouth  chancel 
of  this  church,  ufually  called  Bunce’s  chancel,  from 
their  burials  in  it.  He  left  feveral  fons  and  daughters, 
of  whom  Simon,  the  eldeft  fon,  became  his  heir ; 
James  was  of  London,  and  anceftor  of  the  Bunces  of 
Otterden  and  of  Kemfing  j and  Stephen  refided  at 
Boughton  Malherb,  and  dying  in  1634,  was  buried  at 
Throwley,  to  the  Bunces  of  which  place  he  was  an- 
ceftor. Simon,  his  eldeft  fon  and  heir,  died  poflefled 
of  this  feat  in  1611,  and  was  buried  in  the  chancel 
above-mentioned,  leaving  Anne,  his  only  daughter 
and  heir,  married  to  William  Brockman,  fon  and 
heir  of  Henry  Brockman,  efq,  of  Newington,  near 
Hythe. 

Soon  after  which,  this  feat  was  alienated  to  Mr. 
Paine,  who  w'as  fteward  to  Charles,  lord  Mansfield, 
and  afterwards  to  Charles,  duke  of  Richmond,  owners 
of  Otterden  manor,  the  latter  of  whom  made  a con- 
fiderable  addition  to  this  feat  at  his  own  expence, 
building  a large  and  coftly  room  to  it,  as  a gift  to  the 
owner  of  it. 

In  his  defendants  refident  at  this  feat,  who  all  lie 
buried  in  tliis  church,  and  bore  for  their  arms,  A fefSy 
between  three  leopards  heads y it  continued  down  to 
Charles  Paine,  efq.  who  refided  at  it  likewife,  and  died 
unmarried  in  1741.  Having  no  relations  to  inherit 
his  eftates,  he  devifed  this  leat,  among  the  reft  of 
them,  by  his  laft  will,  to  Chriftopher  Crelwell,  a youth 
at  that  time  in  his  family,  and  afterwards  an  officer 
in  the  army,  who  took  on  him  the  name  of  Paine,  and 
died  pofieli'ed  of  it,  and  unmarried,  in.  1764,  and  by 
his  will  deViled  this  feat  among  his  relations,  and  they 
not  long  afterwards,  joined  in  the  fale  of  it  to  the 
Rev.  James  Stephen  Lufliingion,  who  refided  here 
for  fome  years,  and  then  alienated  it  to  the  Rev. 
Wanley  Sawbridge,  fecond  fon  of  John  Sawbridge, 
efq.  of  Ollantigh,  w'ho  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1796, 

unmarried. 
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unmarried,  and  dying  inteftate,  it  defcended  to  his 
nephews,  Sarnuel-Elias  and  Wanley  Sawbridge,  efqrs. 
who  are  the  prefent  pofleflbrs  of  it. 

Herst  is  a manor  in  the  weft  part  of  this  parifti, 
which  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  was  poffefledby  Ri- 
chard at  Lo!e,  who  by  his  will  in  the  1 8th  year  of 
that  rei2:n,  direcfted  it  to  be  fold,  which  it  moft  nro- 
bably  was,  to  one  of  the  family  of  Filmer,  who  feem 
to.have  been  refident  here  foon  afterwards,  for  by  an 
old  court-roll  of  the  adjoining  manor  of  Monketon, 
which  by  its  look  feemed  to  be  of  that  time,  though 
the  date  of  it  was  not  legible,  there  was  mention 
made  of  one  Robert  Filmour,  for  fo  the  name  was 
then  fpelt,  who  was  then  poUefled  of  land  in  this  pa- 
rifli,  held  of  that  manor,  and  there  are  at  this  time 
leveral  of  this  name  refiding  in  this  parilh  and  its 
neighbourhood,  who  though  now  claffed  among  the 
yeomen-freeholders,  are  probably  defcended  from 
thofe  of  this  name,  feated  at  Herft,  as  above-men- 
tioned. 

The  Filmers  continued  refident  at  Herft  till  Ro- 
bert Filmer,  efq.  one  of  the  prothonotaries  of  the 
common  pleas,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  hav- 
ing purchafed  an  eftate  in  Eaft  Sutton,  by  Maidftone, 
removed  thither  ; but  it  continued  the  property  of 
his  defcendants  till  Sir  Robert  Filmer,  bart.  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  parted  with 
it  to  the  Ps-ev.  John  Rumney,  vicar  of  Sutton  Va- 
lence, whofe  widow  Amy  fold  it,  in  1702,  to  Mr. 
Henry  Knowles,  whofe  fon  Mr.  Richard  Knowles,  in 
1763,  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  the  Rev.  Granville  Whe- 
ler,  efq.  of  Otterden-place,  who  with  his  eldeft  fon, 
Granville  Wheler,  efq.  next  year  conveyed  it  to  the 
Rev.  John  Lowther,  reflor  of  this  parifli,  for  the  ufe 
of  him  and  his  fucceflbrs,  reflors  of  the  parifh  of  Ot- 
terden,  for  ever.  This  eftate  confifts  of  about  one 
hundred  and  fixty-eight  acres  of  land,  and  was  fold 
for  iiool.  of  which  loool.  was  the  benefactioa  of 
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lady  F-lizabeth  Hadings,  and  the  rerhairting  part  ot 
the  Rev.  Granville  Wheler,  cfq.  before-mentioned. 

There  has  been,  till  almoft  within  memory,  a court 
baron  held  for  this  manor,  though  it  has  been  difufed 
for  fome  years  pad. 

Bunces-court,  alias  Pollards,  is  a feat  in  this 
parifli,  which  hands  near  a mile  fouthward  from  Ot- 
terden-place.  It  was  formerly  the  property  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Bunce,  who  refided  at  it  for  Ibme  years,  whence 
it  acquired  the  name  of  Bunces-court.  They  had 
likewife  before  been  poffeffed  of  Hall-place,  in  this 
parilh,  in  the  defcription  of  which,  an  account  of 
them  has  already  been  given,  down  to  Simon  Bunce, 
the  eldefl  fon  of  James  Bunce,  gent,  of  Otterden, 
who  Teems  to  have  devifed  this  feat  to  his  fecond  foa 
James  Bunce,  who  was  a merchant  of  London,  which 
city  he  reprefented  in  parliament.  He  died  poffetfed 
of  it  in  1631,  having  by  his  will  been  a good  bene- 
faftor  to  this  parifli.  He  was  fucceeded  in  this  eftatc 
by  his  eldeftfon  James  Bunce,  efq.  (Itcriff  of  London 
anno  19  Charles  I,  and  afterwards  an  alderman  of 
that  city,  who  .being  a zealous  loyalid,  endured  much 
perfecution,  and  was  imprifoned  in  the  tow'er,  and  his 
edates  declared  forfeited  for  high  treafon. 

After  the  redoration  of  king  Charles  II.  he  was 
redored  to  his  place  of  alderman,  and  to  his  edates, 
and  received  the  honor  of  knighthood  ; and  as  a fur- 
ther confideration  of  his  fufFerings  for  the  roval  fi- 
mily,  he  had  a warrant  for  a baronet’s  patent,  which 
neither  he,  nor  any  of  his  defcendants,  ever  took  out. 
He  left  by  Sarah  his  wife,  daughter  of '1  ho.  Gipps,  efq. 
two  fons.  Sir  James  Bunce,  knt.  who  fucceeded  to,  his 
father’s  podedions  at  Kemfing,  in  this  countv,  where 
his  defcendants  dill  remain  ;•  and  John,  who  became 
by  his  father’s  w'ill  poflefTed  of  this  feat  of  Bunces- 
court,  where  he  refided  from  time  to  time,  but  after- 
wards removing  to  Ead  Greenwich,  he  alienated  this 
feat  to  Mr.  Roger  Paine,  of  Hall-place,  in  this  parilh, 
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who  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefcnt  Century  alienated 
It  to  Knocke,  in  which  name  it  continued  till  Mr. 
Richard  Knocke,  about  the  year  1756*  palled  itaway 
by  fale  to  Edward  Chapman,  efq.  who  made  great  ad- 
ditions to  it,  and  afterwards  refided  here.  He  fold  it 
to  Stringer  Belcher,  efq.  eldefl  Ion  of  Edward  Belcher, 
efq.  of  Ulcomb,  who  dying  a few  years  ago  unmar- 
ried, it  came  to  his  brother  Mr.  William  Belcher,  of 
Ulcomb,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

_ The  priory  of  Rochefter  Was  pofTelTed  of  lands 
ill  this  panlh,  called  Pvior  ajtd Goodman* s landsy  which 
at  the  dilfolution  of  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
came  into  the  king’s  hands,  and  were  granted  by  him 
m his  33d  year,  among  other  premifes,  to  his  new- 
founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  who  are  Bill 
entitled  to  them,  the  prefent  leflee  of  them  being  the 
heirs  of  the  late  Granville  Wilder,  efq.  of  Otterden- 
place,  deceafed. 


ckJRniEs.  . 

Mr.  )ames  BuKeE.gent.  citizen  and  teatherfelfer  of  Lon. 
don.  Ton  of  James  Bunce,  efq.  of  this  pariih,  devifed  by  his 
will  in  1630,  to  the  Leatherfellcrs  Company,  of  which  be  was 
a member  350I.  in  truft,  that  they  fhould  pay  20s.  yearly  to 
the  poor  of  this  parifli,  81.  per  ahnum  to  the  minifter  of  it. 
for  preaching  thr^e  fermons  yearly,  one  on  the  day  of  the  de 
liverance  in  1588;  one  on  the  sth  day  of  November,  and  a 
third  on  the  17th  of  that  month,  and  for  catechifing  the  chiU 
dren  of  this  panlh,  twenty  Sundays  in  each  year,  and  for  pay. 
ing  10!.  every  tenth  year,  to  the  repair  of.  the  Bunce’s  chapel 
in  thischurchs  where  his  ancellofs  lay  interred,  and  the  repair 
of  the  body  of  the  chnrch  ; and  if  the  fame  was  not  demanded 
of  them,  then  the  whole  produce  of  it  to  go  to  the  fupport  of 

the  poor  of  the  Leatherfellers  Company. 

Roger  Paine,  by  his  will  in  1701,  gave  the  fura 
of  2ol..to  the  reftor,  churchwardens,  ahd  overfeers  of  this  pa- 
nft,  in  truft,  for  the  intereft  of  it  tO  be  applied  to  the  relief  of 

ferti/n.  regularly  attended  divine 

f r ice,  &c.  Charles  Pa>ne,  efq.  his  fon  and  executor,  with 
this  money  purchafed  of  Henry  Farley  the  elder,  about  four 
acres  of  land,  called  Wye-banks,  and  conveyed  them  to  the 

and  thsir  fucceflbrs  forever,  in  truft, 
for  the  ufes  above-mentioned. 

^ The  poor  cOnftantly  relieved  are  about  fourteen,  cafually  30. 

Otterden 
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Otterden  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 
Ofpringe. 

The  antielit  church  was  dedicated  to  St.  Laurence, 
'and  coufiflied  of  two  fmall  illes  and  a chancel,  without 
a fteeple,  and  ftood  about  fifty  yards  eaftward  from 
the  corner  of  Otterden-place  ; this  building  being 
greatly  decayed  and  ruinous,  lady  Elizabeth  Haftings, 
fifler  of  George,  earl  of  Huntingdon,  at  the  inftanc'e 
of  the  Rev.  Granville  Wheler,  patron  of  it,  who  had 
married  her  half-fifter  lady  Catherine,  among  other 
a6ls  of  charity,  devifed  by  her  will  four  hundred 
pounds  towards  the  rebuilding  of  it.  She  died  ifi 
1739,  and  this  fum,  with  the  intereft  of  it,  before  any 
thing  was  undertaken  for  that  purpofe,  amounted  to 
near  five  hundred  pounds,  when  Mr.  Wheler  under- 
took the  building  of  an  entire  new  church  here,  which 
was  begun  in  1753,  and  completed  in  about  a twelve^ 
month’s  time,  at  the  expence  of  five  hundred  pounds 
more  out  of  his  own  purfe,  which  he  liberally  gave 
towards  it. 

The  new  church,  which  is  a neat  elegant  building 
of  brick,  ornamented  with  flone  ruflic  quoins,  win- 
dow-cafes, &c.  is  built,  great  part  of  it,  on  the  foun- 
dations of  the  old  church,  which  ftood  about  twenty 
feet  more  towards  the  eaft,  the  grave-ftones  oVer  the 
two  rectors  being  then  within  the  altar^rails.  There 
was  no  fteeple  to  the  former  church,  nor  is  there  any 
to  the  new  one,  which,  with  the  modern  elegance  of 
the  building,  takes  away  all  appearance  of  its  being  a 
church,  on  the  OLitfide  view  of  it. 

The  monuments  of  the  Lewins  and  Curteis’s  are 
preferved  in  a fmall  recefs  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
church,  and  have  been  w'ell  repaired  and  beautified, 
as  has  been  the  monument  of  Mr.  Simon  Bunce,  and 
his  wife,  againft  the  fouth  w^all  of  it.  There  are  many 
of  this  family  buried  in  this  church,  the  laft  of  whom 
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were,  Mr.  Thomas  Bunce,  from  Maidftone,In  1706, 
and  Mrs.  Anne  Bunce,  from  Throwley,  in  1737  ; 
but  the  grave-ftones  ot  this  family  are  now  covered 
by  the  pews  of  this  new  church,  wliich  are,  neverthe- 
lels,  faflened  only  with  fcrews,  in  order  to  their  being 
removed  when  occafion  requires.  There  are  feveral 
of  the  Paines,  of  Hall-place,  likewile  buried  in  this 
church.  Underneath  the  church  is  a vault  for  the 
ufe  of  the  VVheler  family. 

The  redor  was  bound  to  repair  the  chancel  of  the 
old  church. 

The  patronage  of  the  church  of  Otterden  was  ever 
efteemed  as  an  appendage  to  the  manor,  and  conti- 
nued fo  till  Granville  Wheler,  efq.  of  Otterden-place, 
in  1778,  conveyed  it  to  Edward  Brydges,  efq.  of 
Wotton-court,  whofe  eldeft  fon,  the  Rev.  Edward 
Timewell  Brydges,  redor  of  this  parifh,  is  the  preient 
poffetTor  of  it. 

It  is  a redory , valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
61.  14s.  2d.  and  is  of  the  yearly  certified  value  of 
62I.  17s.  lod.  the  yearly  tenths  being  13s.  5d.'‘ 

In  1640  it  was  valued  at  eighty  pounds.  Commu- 
nicants fixty-two. 

The  redor  of  Otterden  is  entitled  to  the  great  and 
fmall  tithes  of  this  parifli,  including  thofeof  the  ham- 
lets of  Boardheld  and  Monketon,  now  within  the 
bounds  of  it,  the  dilapidated  churches  of  which,  with 
their  appurtenances,  are  now  annexed  as  chapels  to 
this  redory. 

The  kite  of  thofe  churches,  and  about  three  acres 
of  glebe  land  to  each,  are  now  held  by  the  redor,  as 
part  of  the  appurtenances  of  this  redory 

‘ Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis. 
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PATRONS, 


Or  by  whom  hrefented. 
The  crown 


George  Cartels ^ ef(i. 


The  crown 

Rev.  Granville  VHheler. 


J Rym,  Focd.'vol.  xvHi.  p.  647. 
and  in  1625  a difpenfation  paffed  for 
.his  holding  the  reftory  of  Newchurch 
with  this  of  Otterdeii.  He  was  rrea- 
furer  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Sr. 
David,  and  was  buried  iathis  church. 
Wood’s  Ath,  vol.  it.  p.  in. 


R ECTORS. 

IHilllam  Slayter,  D.  D.  Nov. 
12,  1625,  obt.  February  14, 
1646.' 

Jofe/ih  Heathfield,  prefen  ted  in 
1668. 

S.  Peaife,  in  1670,  refigned 
1682. 

Thomas  Robins  y 1682. 

John  Symonds,  A.  M.  1701,0b. 

Feb.  21,1  747.'" 

Deodatus  Bye,  B.  A.  April  1748, 
rcfig.  1748. 

John  Lowthcfy  November  1748, 
obt.  Oft.  14,  I 779.“ 

Edw,  Timewell  Brydgesy  A.  M, 
inllic.  March  30,  1780,  the 
prelent  reftor." 

ft  He  was  buried  in  this  church, 
having  been  likewil’e  53  y^ars  vicar  of 
Stalisheld. 

" He  was  a good  benefaAor  to  this 
rcAory.  ' ' 

o Patron  of  this  reftory,  and  patron 
and  rcdorof  VVotton. 


W I C H L I N G 

IS  the  next  parilh  north- weftward  from  Otterden. 
It  is  called  in  the  book  of  Doinefday,  Winchelefmere  ; 
in  antient  deeds,  fVinchdinges  j and  in  later  ones, 
Wynchelyng  and  bVichling. 

This  p arish  is  the  whole  of  it  fituated  in  the  di- 
vifion  of  Weji  Kenty  is  much  like  that  of  Otterden  laft 
defcribed.  It  lies  upon  the  hill,  dole  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  valley,  through  which  the  road  leads  from  Of- 
pringe  through  Doddington  to  Hollingborne-hill  and 
Maidftone.  The  lands  inic  are  very  barren,  and 
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abound  with  flints,  and  on  the  weftern  fide  they  arc 
nioftly  chalk,  and  much  covered  with  coppice  wood. 
It  is  a lonely  unfrequented  place,  of  but  little  or  no 
thoroughfare,  and  what  village  there  is,  (lands  round 
a green  near  the  church,  at  a (rnall  dillance  from 
which  is  the  parfonage. 

This  parish  was  part  of  thofe  eftates,  given  by 
William  the  Conqueror  to  his  half-brother  Odo,  bilhop 
of  Baieux,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is 
deferibed  in  the  furvey  of  Domefday  as  follows  : 

HugQi  the  gran djon  of  Herbert ^ holds  of  the  bijhop  ( of 
Baieux ) Whichelefmere,  It  was  taxed  at  half  a fuling. 
I he  arable  land  is  one  cariicate-,  and  there  is  indemefne 
....  with  three  fervants^  and  a church.^  and  wood  for 
the  pannage  of  five  bogSy  and  in  the  time  of  king  Edward 
the  Confejjor,  there  were  three  houfies  in  Canterbury  be- 
longing to  this  manor y paying  forty  pence.  The  whole 
in  the  time  of  king  Edtvard  the  Confejfory  zvas  worth 
one  hundred  JhtllingSy  and  afterwards^  and  nawy  forty 
Jhillings. 

Uluiet  held  it  of  king  Edwardy  and  could  go  whither 
he  pleafed. 

About  four  years  after  taking  the  above  furvey, 
the  bifhop  was  difgraced,  and  the  king  his  brother 
feized  on  all  his  eftates.  After  which,  this  manor 
came  into  the  pofleflion  of  Jeffry  de  Peverel,  to 
whom  it  was  afligned  for  his  afliftance  in  the  defence 
of  Dover-caftlc,  and  with  other  lands  made  up  the 
barony  of  Peverel,  as  it  was  called,  being  held  of  that 
caftle  in  capite  by  barony. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  it  was  in  the  tenure  of 
Jolin  de  Mares,'’  and  after  him  of  Fulk  de  Peyforer, 
in  the  fame  reign,  whofe  defeendant  William  Pey- 
forer, in  the  20th  year  of  Edward  III.  held  it  of  the 
king  in  capitey  as  three  parts  of  a knight’s  fee,  at 
Wichling,  held  of  the  honor  of  Peverel,  and  by  ward 

p Regider  of  St.  Auguftine’s  monallery,  cart.  441. 
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t(^  the  caftle  of  Do^er.  He  alienated  this  manor 
Ipon  afterwards  to  Roger  Northwood,  who  diedpof- 
fefled  of  it  in  the  35th  year  of  that  reign,  holding  it 
by  the  fervice  l^efore-mentioned.  In  his  defcendants 
it  continued  down  to  John  Northwood,  efq.  who 
died  poflefl'ed  of  it  anno  4 Henry  V.  leaving  his  two 
fillers  his  coheirs,  who  entitled  their  hufbands,  John 
parley,  efq.  of  Hertford  lb  ire,  and  Sir  John  Norton,, 
of  this  county,  to  their  relpedlive  fliares  in  it. 

After  which,  the  dean  and  canons  of  the  college  or 
free  chapel  of  St.  Stephen,  in  Weftminfter,  feeni  to  . 
have  become  entitled  to  this  manor,  which,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VU.  was  in  the  tenure  of  John' 
Dygges,  efq.  of  Barham,  who  died  poflelled  of  it  in. 
the  J9th  year  of  that  reign,  holding  it,  as  was  found 
by  the  inquifitiqn  taken  after  his  death,  of  the  above- 
mentioned  dean  and  canons,  by  homage  and  fealty, 
and  the  ferv  ice  of -three  parts  of  one  knight’s  fee,  and 
the  yearly  payment  to  the  king’s  caille  of  Dover,  as 
before-mentioned. 

The  dean  and  canons  continued  the  proprietors  of 
this  manor  till  the  dilibkition  of  their  college,  which 
happened  in  the  ift  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  aft  for  the  fupprelfion  of  all  free^cha- 
pels,  colleges,  chantries,  &c  by  which  they,  as  well 
as  all  their  lands,  revenues.  See.  were  furrendered  up 
into  the  king’s  hands. 

The  year  after  which,  this  manor  was  furveyed  by 
order  of  the  king’s  court  of  augmentation,  when  it 
was  returned,  that  it  belonged  to  the  late  college  of 
St.  Stephen,  and  was  of  the  yearly  value  of  61,  6s.  8d. 
and. that  there  was  payable  yearly  out  of  it  fix-pence, 
to  the  fheriff  twenty-five  (hillings  for  blanch-rent, 
and  ild.  for  caftle-guard  rent  to  Dover-caftie. 

King  Edward  VI.  in  his  3d  year,  granted  this  ma- 
nor, with  all  its  liberties  and  privileges,**  among  others 

^ Rot.  Rfch.  an.  3 .Edw,  VJ,  pt.  3.  Coke’s  Entries,  p.  iq6. 
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late  belonging  to  the  above-mentioned  college,  to  Sir 
Thomas  Cheney,  with  all  its  liberties  and  privileges, 
knight  of  the  garter,  lord  warden,  &c.  whofe  fon 
Henry,  lord  Cheney,  about  the  middle  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth’s reign,  alienated  this  manor  to  Edward  Fil- 
mer,  elq.  afterwards  knighted  by  that  queen,  who 
was  of  Eall  Sutton,  in  this  county.  His  great  grand - 
fon  Robert  Filmer,  efq.  of  Eafl:  Sutton,  was  created 
a'baronet  in  1674,  trom  whom  this  manor  has  de- 
fcended  down  to  Sir  Beverlham  Filmer,  bart.  of  Eaft 
Sutton,  the  prelent  poiTelTor  of  it. 

There  are  no  charities  belonging  to  this  parilh. 
The  poor  conllantly  relieved  are  about  four,  and  ca- 
fually  ten. 

WicHLiNG  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and  dcanry  of 
Sittingborne. 

' The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret, 
confifts  of  onefmall  ifle  and  a chancel,  having  a low 
pointed  ftceple  at  the  well  end  of  it.  In  it  there  is  a 
memorial  for  Robard  Filmar,  of  Wichelin,  next  bro- 
ther to  Sir  Edward  Filmer,  the  purchafer  of  this  ma- 
nor, who  died  in  1615  ; and  one  likewife  for  Annys, 
widow  of  Raynold  Filmar,  (fourth  fon  of  Sir  Edward 
above-mentioned)  who  died  in  1616.  This  church 
feems  formerly  to  have  been  an  appendage  to  the  ma- 
nor of  Wichling ; however  that  be,  the  family  of 
Northwood  polTelfed  the  advowfon  of  it  at  the  dif- 
ferent periods  of  time  in  which  they  held  the  manor  ; 
and  Jolm  Northwood  died  pofleffed  of  both  anno  4 
Henry  V./.  p.  leaving  his  two  fillers  his  coheirs,  who 
entitled  their  hufbands,  John  Barley,  efq.  and  Sir  J. 
Norton  to  their  relpedlive  inrerefls  in  them. 

After  which,  this  advowfon  feems  to  have  paflfed 
from  them  through  the  like  chain  of  owners  as  the 
manor  of  Harrietlham,  lately  defcribed,  did,  to  Wil- 
liam Stede,  efcp  of  Harrietfham,  and  from  him  to 
William  Stede,  LL.  D,  who  in  the  year  1656  fold  it 

tq 
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to  Thomas  Conway,  whofe  defcendant  Michael  Wil- 
kins Conway,  in  1763,  alienated  it  to  Unwin, and  he 
has  fince,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  conveyed 
it  by  fale  to  Springhall,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

This  reftory  is  a difcharged  living  in  the  king’s 
books,  of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of  twenty 
four  pounds,  the  yearly  tenths  being  8s.  2d. 

In  1640  it  was  valued  at  fifty-five  pounds.  Com- 
municants thirty-fix. 

In  Tanner’s  Monaft.  p.  208,  mention  is  made  of 
pat.  18  Edward  111.  p.  i.  m.  10.  pro  Capella  de 
Wicheling^  among  the  pofl'eflions  of  Minfter  nunnery 
in  Shepey. 

CHURCH  OF  WICHLING. 

PATRONS,  Cs’r. 

/~\  / 7 I r X J RECTORS* 

Or  by  *iv/w?u  prejented. 

James  Partrich Thomas  Partrich,  June  3,  1585, 

obt.  1605. 

Sjede,  family  of,  ..................  William  Wilcoche,  A.  B.  Sept. 

27,  1605,  obt.  1628. '■ 

William  Culpeper ^ February  8, 
1628.* 

The  Crotvn,  hac  vice Michael  Hudjon,  A.  M.  April 

22,  1653.^ 

William  Stede,  LL.  D Thomas  Conway^  A.  M.  Nov,  i, 

1661. 

The  Crown,  hac  vice Thosnas Conway ,]un,  A.  B.  Dec. 

6,  1690,  obt.  1711. 

May  Conway Thosnas  Nicholfon,  A.  M,  Nov. 

21,  171 1,  obt.  1763. 

Edward  Baker Arthur  Clarke,  A.  B.  Feb.  21, 

1763,  refigned  1767. 

Mr.  Richard  Shringhall.  ..........  William  Dormer , A.  B.  June  2, 

1767,  obt.  Jan.  12,  1788. 
William  Wrighte,  1789,  the 
prefent  reftor. 

' He  lies  buripd  in  this  church.  * Rym.  FoeJ.  vol.  xix.  p.  539. 

. 0 Walk.  Suff.  Clergy,  pt.  ii.p.  220, 
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LIES  the  next  parifh  north  weft  ward  from  Wich- 
ling.  It  is  written  in  Domefday,  Fredenejlede  ; in  an- 
tient  deeds,  Freyhanejlede  \ and  in  later  ones,  nioll 
ufually,  Frenjledy  alias  IVrenJled. 

That  part  of  this  parilh  northward  of  the  church  is 
in  the  divifton  of  Eaji  Kent^  but  the  church  Itfclf,  and 
the  remaining  part  of  it  is  in  that  of  We(i  Kent. 

The  parish  extends  on  both  fides  of  the  valley, 
called  Syndall,  or  Newnhani-bottom,  through  which 
the  high  road  leads  from  Ofpringe,  through  Dodding- 
ton  and  Newnham,  to  Hollingborne  hill,  on  each 
fide  of  which  the  hills  rife  very  fteep,  the  fummits  of 
them  being  in  general  covered  with  w^ood  grounds. 
On  the  eaft  fide  of  this  valley,  on  the  hill  clofe  to  the 
woods,  is  Rinfted-court  ; and  on  the  hill  on  the  weft. 
Yokes  court,  and  Madams-court ; and  ftill  further 
w'eftward,  the  village  and  church.  The  foil  of  it  is 
poor,  and  covered  with  flints,  much  like  that  of 
Wichling,  before  defcribed  ; but  the  rifing  hills  on 
each  fide  of  the  valley  are  moftly  clialk.  ■ 

There  is  a diftritfl  in  this  parifli,  confifling  of  about 
fifty  acres  of  land,  called  Minh-hill^  over  which  the 
manor  of  Whornes-place,  near  Rothefter,  claims 
jurifdidtion. 

. This  parifh  was  part  of  thofe  pofTeffions  which 
William  the  Conqueror  gave  his  half-brother  Odo, 
bifhop  of  Baieux,  under  the  general  title  of  whole 
lands  it  is  thus  entered  in  the  book  of  Domelday, 
taken  about  the  year  1080  : 

Hii^h,  the  gyandjon  of  }ierherty  and  Addold  the  cham- 
herlahiy  holds  of  the  hijhop  (of  Bo-ieupc)  Fredenefede, 
It  was  taxed  at  one  fuling.  Fhe  arable  land  is  three  ca- 
rucates.  In  demejne  ....  fhree  villeins  having  feveti 

oxen. 
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cxen.  "There  is  a churchy  and  two  acres  of  meadow  and 
an  half^  and  wood  for  the  pannage  of  tivo  hogs.  It  isy 
and  ivas  zvorthy  feparatelyy  tzventy  fhiUings.  feuuin 
held  it  of  king  Edward. 

About  four  years  after  taking  the  above  furvey,  the 
bifl^op  was  dilgraced,  and  the  king  his  brother  Icized 
on  this  eflate,  among  the  refl;  of  his  poflefbons,  which 
were  all  confifeated  to  the  crown.  After  which,  this 
manor  came  into  the  pofleflion  of  JefFry  de  Peverel, 
and  with  other  lands,  made  up  the  barony  of  Peverel, 
as  it  was  then  called,  being  afligned  to  him  for  the  de^ 
fence  of  Dover-caftlc,  of  which  it  was  held  by  him  in 
capite  by  barony. 

Nicholas  de  Gerund  afterwards  held  this  manor,  with 
the  adyowfon  of  the  church,  of  which  he  died  polfefled 
in  the  52d  year  of  Henry  III.  holding  it  of  the  king  in 
capite,  as  one  kniglu’s  tee.  After  which,  the  family  of 
CrombweJl  became  poire0ed  of  it ; one  of  whom, 
Richard  de  Crombwell,  was  owner  of  it  in  the  8th 
year  of  Edward  II.  being  younger  brother  of  Sir  John 
de  Crombwell,  knight-banneret.  Ralph  de  Cromb- 
wel),  his  fucceffor,  next  year,  obtained  a charter  of 
free  warreniovlm  lands  in  this  paridi,  and  at  his  feat 
here,  fince  called  Mcriam-courc,  and  now  connnonl}’, 
Madams-court. 

In  the  next  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  tliis  eftate 
was  again  come  into  the  poncflion  of  the  family  of  Ge- 
rund, in  which,  however,  it  did  not  remain  long,  for 
Richard  le  Gerund  leaving  an  only-  daughter  and  heir 
Maud,  fhe  carried  this  manor  and  feat  in  marriage  to 
Sir  Henry  de  Chalfhunt,  who  in  the  zpth  year  of  that 
reign,  paid  aid  for  the  manor  of  Wrenfted,  alias  Fren- 
fted,  with  its  appurtenances,  holding  it  by  the  like  fer- 
vice,  as  did  his  defendant  Henry  de  Chalfhunt,  at  his 
;death,  in  the  9th  year  of  Richard  II.  when  it  was 
found,  that  John  Bedeford,  Roger  Tournour,  SIbill 
Jarconville,  and  Agnes,  daughter  of  Walter  at  Style, 
were  his  heirs  and  next  of  kin  at  which  time  it  was 

likewife 
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likewife  found,  that  this  manor  was  held  of  the  manor 
of  Ofpringe. 

Soon  after  which,  this  manor,  with  the  manfion- 
houfe,  called  Wrenrted,  and  now  moft  ufually  Rinfted- 
coiirtj  with  Meriam,  or  Madams- court,  and  the  ad- 
vowfon  of  the  church  of  Wrenftcd,  was  conveyed  by 
fale  to  Robert  le  Hadde,  who  was  refident  here  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  IV.  being  defeended  from  anceftors 
who  had  been  refident  at  Chart  Sutton,  in  this  county, 
for  many  generations,  Rob.  Hadde  being  of  that  pariih 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  In  his  defendants  this  eftate 
continued  down  to  Henry  Hadde,  efq.  of  Frinfi:cd,who 
died  poflefTed  of  this  manor,  with  the  advowfon  of 
the  church,  and  the  other  eftates  above-mentioned, 
in  the  23d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  leaving  two  fons, 
Arnold  and  Matthew,  who  was  counfellor-at-law,  of 
Lincolti’s-inn,  of  which  he  was  redtor,  the  former  of 
whom  fucceeded  him  here,  and  two  years  afterwards, 
anno  25  Elizabeth,  alienated  this  manor,  with  its  ap- 
purtenances, together  with  the  reft  of  his  eftates  in 
this  parifh,  to  Edward  and  George  Hills.  Arnold 
Hadde,  efq.  after  the  fale  of  this  eftate,  refided  in  St. 
Alphage  pariih,  in  Canterbury,  as  his  defendants  did 
for  feveral  generations  afterwards,  till  the  end  of  the 
laft  century,  and  feveral  of  them  lie  buried  in  that 
church.  They  bore  for  their  arms,  Gtiles^  three  bucks 
heads  cabojhed,  or^  horued  argent^  beliaeen  the  horns  of 
each  a crofs  patee  fitchee,  argent  ^ 

Edward  and  George  Hills  joined  in  the  fale  of  the 
manor  of  Frinfted,  with  Rinfted, alias  Wrenrted -court, 
and  the  lands  belonging  .to  it,  to  Edward  Jackman, 
efq.  of  Hornchurch,  in  ElTex,  and  he,  in  the  5th  year 
of  James  I.  parted  it  away  to  Oliver  Style,  efq.  of 
Watringbury,  who  died  in  1622.  Upon  the  death  of 
whole  defendant,  Sir  Thomas  Style,  bart.  who  died  in 


“ See  Virtn.  CO.  Kent,  anno  1574  and  1619,  and  Regiller  of 
St.  Alphage’s  parifh,  in  Canterbury, 
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1701,  an  agreement  was  entered  into  by  liis  heirs  for 
a partition  of  his  eflates  among  them,  which  was  con- 
fiimed  by  an  a6t,  palTed  anno  2 and  ^ ot  cjueen  Anne. 
In  this  partition,  the  manor  of  Frinfted,  with  Rinfted- 
court,  was  allotted  to  Margaret,  his  only  daughter  by 
his  fecond  wife,  who  in  1716  fold  it  to  Mr.  Abraham 
Tilghman,  defeended  from  thofe  of  Snodland.  He  was 
a commifTioner  of  the  navy,  and  of  the  viftuallins- 
office,  and  dying  in  1729,  was  buried  in  the  fouth  ifle 
of  this  church,  where  there  is  a monument  eredled  to 
his  memory.  He  bore  for  his  arms,  Per  fefs,  fable, 
and  ar^eut , alien  ^ ainpant,  counter  changed,  crowned,  or 
He  was  fucceeded  here  by  his  fon  Abraham  Tilghman,' 
efq.  who  refided  here  till  his  death  in  1779.  He  left 
by  Olivia  his  wife,  one  of  the  two  daughters  and  coheirs 
of  Charles  Finch,  efq.  of  Chatham,  one  dauerhter  Eli- 
zabeth, who  married  the  Rev.  Pierrepont*^ Crompe, 
of  Newnham,  in  Gloucefterfliire,  fun  and  heir  of  Tho-  ' 
mas  Cromp,  efq.  of  Newnham,  in  that  county,  by 
Rebecca,  the  other  daughter  and  coheir  of  Charles 
Finch,  efq.  He  bore  for  his  arms.  Or,  a chevron, 
voided  gules,  on  a chief  of  the  fecond,  three  efcallops  of 
the  firji.  He  afterwards  rcfided  here,  and  died  in 
1797,  leaving  his  w'idow  furviving,  who  now  refides 
here,  and  one  fon  Robert-Thomas,  and  a daughter, 
Henrietta- Maria,  the  former  of  whom  is  now  entitled 
to  the  fee  of  this  elfate. 

Madams-court-,  formerly  called  Meriams-court 
ns  has  been  already  mentioned,  pafi'ed  from  Arnold 
I Hadde  in  the  25th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  with  the 
of  his  eftates  in  this  parifli,  to  Edward  and  George 
Hills,  and  they  joined  in  the  fale  of  Meriam,  or  Ma- 
I dams-court,  to  Archer,  from  which  name  it  pafled,  in 
1 the  reign  of  Charles  I.  to  Thatcher,  by  a female  heir 
I of  which  fimily  it  pafled  in  marriage  toBatcheler,  fome 
: of  whofe  defcendants  lie  buried  in  this  church,  one  of 
1 whom,  Mr.  William  Batcheler,  at  length  alienated  it 
I to  James  Chapman,  gent,  of  Milton,  whofe  fon  Ed- 

i ward 
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^ard  Chapman,  efq.  of  Otterden,  died  in  1765,  leav- 
ing by  his  wife,  daughter  of  tiie  Rev.  Mr.  Dennis,  of 
Leyborne,  one  fon,  James  Chapman,  efq.  now  of  Fa- 
verOaam,  who  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Yokes-court  is  a manor  in  this  parilh,  whicli  m 
the  reicrn  of  Henry  III.  was  part  of  the  pofTcffions  of 
Fulkde  Peyforer,  whofe  defcendant  William  de  Pey- 
forcr,  in  tlie  20th  year  of  Edward  111.  paid  aid  for  it 
?.s  half  a knight’s  fee,  which  he  then  held  at  le  Yoke, 
in  this  parilh,  of  the  honor  of  Ledes. 

He  foon  afterwards  alienated  this  manor  to  Roger 
Northw'ood,  who  died  in  the  35th  year  of  that  reign 
podefled  of  this  manor  of  Yoke,  held  of  the  king  in 
capite,  by  the  fervice  of  making  his  fuit  at  the  gate  of 
the  caftle  of  Leeds,  from  month  to  month,  in  lieu  of 
all  other  fervice  whatfoever.  His  defcendant,  John 
NorthwOod,  efq.  died  poflefled  of  it  anno  4 Henry  V. 
leaving  his  two  fillers  his  coheirs,  who  entitled  their 
hulbands,  John  Barley,  efq.  of  Hertfordlhire,  and  Sir 
John  Norton,  of  this  county,  to  their  refpeftive  lharcs 

of  their  brother’s  eftates.  . t t. 

From  one  of  them  this  manor  was  alienated  to  John 
Dy^ffs  efq.  of  Barham,  whofe  defcendant  James  Dyggs, 
efq.  of  Barham,  died  in  the  27th  year  of  Henry  VLI. 
then  holding  this  manor  in  capiie  by  knight’s  fervice. 
He  left  two  fons,  John,  who  was  of  Barham,  and  Leo* 
nard  whole  defeendants  were  of  Chilham-caflle.  His 
fon  John  Dyggs,  the  eldeft,  fucceeded  him  in  tlhs 
manor,  and  died  in  his  life-time,  leaving  a (on  Wil- 
liam, whofe  fon  ChriftopherDiggs,  efq.  of  Barham, 
Favin^  levied  fines  of  all  his  lands  anno  1 5 and  1 7 Eli* 
vabeth  oihckly  afterwards  alienated  this  manor  to  Ar* 
dierfrom  which  name,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  it 
pafi'ed  by  fale  to  Thatcher,  of  which  name  there  were 
inhabitants  of  the  adjoining  parilh  of  Wormfell,  as  ap- 
fK*ars  by  the  parifli  regifler  there,  as  early  as  king 
Henry  the  Vlllth’s  reign.  Thefe  of  Frinfted  bore  for 

their  arms,  GuieSy  a crofs  moliney  ardent,  m a chief y ofy 
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three  graf shoppers  proper.  In  the  name  of  Thatcher 
this  manor  continued,  till  by  a female  heir  Mary, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Thatcher,  it  went  in  marriage  to 
Mr.  Heni7  Bingj  of  Wickhambreux,  on  whofe  death, 
his  Ton  Mr.  John  Bing,  became  pofTelTed  of  it*  He 
died  in  1766,  and  was  buried  in  the  nortn  chancel  of 
this  church,  leaving  one  fon  Henry,  and  two  daugh- 
ters ; Mr.  Henry  Bing,  the  fon,  fucceeded  his  father 
in  the  poffeflTion  of  this  manor,  of  which  he  is  the  pre- 
frnt  owner*  A court  baron  is  held  for  it. 

CHARITIES. 

. John  Wr  att,  of  Minted,  by  will  in  1723,  gave  the  moiety 
of  feveral  pieces  of  land  in  Milrted,  F'rinlled,  and  Wornifeli, 
containing  about  twenty  acres,  for  fending  four  poor  children 
yearly  id  fchoo!,  to  learrt  to  rtfad,  veiled  in  the  miitiller  and 
churchwardens,  and  of  the  annual  value  of  2I.  4s. 

The  number  of  poor  con  dan  tly  relieved  are  about  ilxtecn  ; 
tafually  twelve. 

Frinsted  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and  deahry  of 
Sutton. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Dunftan, 
is  fituated  weftward  from  the  village,  but  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  parilli ; it  confifts  of  two  ifles  and 
two  chancels,  the  northern  one  belonging  to  the  eftate 
of  Yokes-court,  in  it  are  feveral  memorials  for  the 
Thatchers  and  the  Bings.  In  the  fouth  ifle  is  a mo- 
nument for  Abraham  Tilghman,  efq.  who  died  in  1729. 
Againfi:  the  north  wall  in  this  chancel,  in  a recefs, 
is  an  antient  tomb,  with  an  engrailed  arch  over  it. 
It  has  a fquare  beacoh  tower  at  the  weft  end  of  it,  in 
which  hang  foiir  bells.  In  the  church  yard  is  an  altar 
tomb;  under  it,  in  a vault,  lie  buried  A.  Tilghnfian, 
efq.  who  died  in  1779,  and  Olivia  his  wife;  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Crompe,  and  Henrictca-Marla,  his  daughter. 

Thi^  church  was  formerly  appendant  to  the  manor 
of  Frinfted,  as  has  already  been  mentioned,  and  feems 
to  have  pafled  with  it  from  Arnold  Hadde,  efq.  toge- 
ther 
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then  with  the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this  parifh,  to  Ed- 
ward and  George  Hills,  who  alienated  the  manor  of 
Frinfted,  with  Rinfted-court,  to  Edward  Jackman,  efq. 
and  Meriam-court,  or  Madams-court,  as  it  is  now- 
called,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  reflory  of 
Frinfted,  to  Archer,  from  which  name  it  patfed  with 
it,  to  Thatcher,  in  whofe  defcendants  it  continued  till 
Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Thatcher,  carried  it  in 
marriage  to  Mr.  Henry  Bing,  whofe  defeendant,  Mr. 
Henry  Bing,  gent,  of  this  parifh,  is  the  prefent  pof- 
feftbr  of  it. 

In  Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  it  is  faid,  that  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.  the  church  of  Frethenfted,  in  the 
diocefe  of  Canterbury,  belonged  to  St.  Catherine’s  hof- 
pital,  near  the  Tower  ; and  Tanner  in  his  Monafticon, 
fays,  in  patent  3 Edward  III.  p.  2,  m.  2,  is  a licence 
for  appropriating  that  church  to  the  above-mentioned 
hofpital,  which  cannot  be  reconciled  to  the  records 
above-quoted,  in  which  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of 
Frinfted  is  found  to  have  been  vefted  in  the  fcveral 
owners  of  the  manor  of  Frinfted . 

This  rectory  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
9I.  I IS.  8d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  19s.  2d.  and  is  of 
the  yearly  certified  value  of  71I.  7s,  4d. 

In  1640  it  was  valued  at  fixty  pounds.  Communi- 
cants fifty. 

CHURCH  OF  FRJNSTED. 

PATRONS, 

Or  hy  whom  Jirefented.  rectors. 

Henry  Haclde,  gent Raljih  Brockhull,  May  1 4,  1580, 

obt.  1623. 

yamesCrip/is^ofNorthJieetfgent.  Henry  Lajnbe,  July  5,  1623 

Bridges  Lambe,  for  this  tuin Richard  Davdinge,  Apiil  29, 

1645. 

Jofeph  Slaughter , obt.  1661. 

Simon  Ho/ipen^  gent Ifaac  Atkinfon^  Jan.  28,  1661, 

refigned  1674. 

Sybill  Nightingale,  widow William  Payne,  A.  M.  January 

- • 26,  1674. 
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PATRONS,  Cs’f. 

Sybill  Nightingale,  ’widow. 
Richard  Tylden,  efq 

Henry  Byng,  gent 


Alfo  reftor  of  Mllrted. 

* He  had  a fccond  prcfentatlon  and 
induftion  to  it  on  March  6,  1764,  on 
his  indu(£lion  to  the  vicarage  of  Det- 
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If'ilUam  B atcheler , ohx.  I 747.'* 
Thomas  Baker,  A.  8.  April  i, 
1748,  obt.  Jan,  1779.* 
Ed'ward  Smith,  A.  M.  Nov. 

1779,  '■efigned  1787.’' 
Richard  Cook  Tylden,  A.  M, 
1787,  the  prelent  reflor.’' 

ling.  He  lies  burled  in  FrinlVcii 
church. 

r A difpenfation  pafled  in  1779  for 
his  holding  Milfted  with  this  redtory* 


WORMSELL. 

WESTWARD  from  Frinfted,  near  the  fummit  of 
the  chalk  hills,  lies  Wormfell,  now  vulgarly  called, 
and  as  frequently  written,  IVormfhill. 

That  part  of  it  northward  of  the  church,  includ- 
ing the  borough  of  Bedmanton,  is  in  the  divifion  of  Eafl 
Kerd^  but  the  reft  of  it,  including  the  church  and  vil- 
lage, is  in  that  of  IVef  Kenty  to  which  divifion  there- 
fore this  parilli  is  efteemed  to  belong. 

The  parifti  is  fttuated  moftly  on  high  ground,  about 
three  miles  northward  from  the  fummit  of  the  chalk 
hills,  the  high  road  through  Newnhani  or  Syndall- 
bottom  towards  Hollingborne,  running  along  the 
fouthern  part  of  it.  It  is  a parifh  fo  obfciirely  fttuated, 
and  of  fo  little  thoroughfare,  as  hardly  to  be  known. 
Being  expofed  to  the  northern  afpedt,  it  lies  very  bleak 
and  cold.  The  church  ftands  rather  in  the  eaftern  part 
of  it,  having  the  village,  confiding  of  a few  fcattered 
houfes,  at  a fmall  diftance  from  it  j about  a mile  north- 
weftward  is  the  hamlet  of  Bedmanton.  The  hills  here 
are  continual,  and  very  (harp,  the  foil  much  the  fame, 
as  in  the  adjoining  pariflies  in  the  like  high  fituation 
before-deferibed,  only  the  flints,  if  poftible,  lie  thicker 
on  the  ground  ; the  land  is  poor,  and  in  general  let  at 
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between  five  and  fix  fliillings  an  acre  ; at  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  parifh  there  is  a confiderabk  quantity 
of  wood,  confifting  moltJy  of  hazel  and  oak,  with 
numbers  of  trees  of  the  latter,  interfperfed  among 
them,  which  are  but  Ifuall,  never  here  growing  to  any 
fize.  In  Henry  the  Ilfd.’s  reign  there  was  a family  re- 
fident  here,  who  took  their  furname  from  this  oarilh. 

Thomas  Fepyr,.  of  this  parifli,  in  his  w ill  anno  1460, 
mentions  his  chief  place,  called  with  other 

lands  here,  which  he  gave  to  Julian  his  wife,  and  after- 
wards to  Richard  Pepyr,  his  fon. 

This  manor  was  ajuiently  efteemed  as  an  appen- 
dage to  the  manor  of  Boughton  Malherb,  which  was 
held  of  the  manor  of  Olpring,.  adxl  they  had  both,  for 
a length  of  time,  the  fame  owmers. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  HI.  Robert  de  Gatton  was 
poffeffed  of  the  manors  ofElofton  and  Wormefell,  whofe 
grandfon  Hamo  de  Gatton  dying  without  ifTue  male, 
Elizabeth,  his  daughter  and  coheir,  carried  both  thefe 
manors,  with  their  appurtenances,  in  marriage  to  Wil- 
liam de  Dene,  who  in  the  lorh  year  of  Edward  II  ob- 
tained a charter  of  free.-'voarren  for  his  feveral  manors 
in  this  county.  Margery,  the  other  daughter  of  Hamo 
de  Gatton,  married  Simon  de  Norwood,  and  had  all 
her  father’s  lands  in  Surry.  In  one  of  the  windows  of 
the  north  chancel  of  this  church  are  painted  the  arms  of 
Simon  de  Norwood,  Erntine^  a crofs  engrailedy  gules, 
charged  with  a bendlet,  azure,  impaling  chequy,.  argent 
and  azure.  William  de  Dene  died  in  the  1 5th  year  of 
Edward  III.  holding  thefe  manors  with  their  appurte- 
nances, of  the  king  in  capite;^%  of  his  caftle  of  Dover, 
and  paying  to  the  ward  of  it.  Thomas  de  Dene,  his  fon 
and  heir,  fucceeded  him  in  both  of  them,  and  in  the 
20th  year  of  E'dw'ard  MI.  paid  aid  for  them,  at  the 
making  the  black  prince  a knight,  as  one  knrght’s  fee 
in  Boston  and  Wormfell,  which  Hamo  de  Gatton  be- 
fore held  of  the  king.  He  died  poflefled  of  them  in 
'the  23  J year  of  if. 
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The  heirs  of  his  Ton  Thomas  de  Dene  alienated  thefc 
manors,  with  their  appurtenances,  to  Robert  Corbie, 
whofe  fon  and  heir  Robert  Corbie,  of  Boughton  Mal- 
hcrb,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Joan,  flie  car- 
ried them  in  marriage  to  Sir  Nicholas  Wotton,  twice 
lord-mayor  of  London.  His  fon  Nicholas  Wotton, 
efq.  alienated  this  manor,  together  with  the  advowfon 
of  the  church  of  Wormefell,  to  Thomas  St.  Nicholas, 
of  Thorne,  in  Thanet,  whofe  fon  and  heir  Roger  St. 
Nicholas  left  an  only  daughter  Elizabeth,  who  carried 
this  eftate  in  marriage  to  John  Dingley,  alias  Dyneley, 
whofe  defcendant  Francis  Dingley,  efq.  of  Charlton, 
in  Worcefterfliire,  palTed  it  away,  at  the  latter  end  of 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  to  William  Sedley,  efq. 
of  the  Friars,  in  Aylesford,  created  a baronet  in  i6i  i, 
in  which  name  and  family  it  continued  down  to  Sir 
Charles  Sedley,  of  St.  Giles’s  in  the  Fields,  London, 
great-grandfon  of  Richard  Sedley,  younger  brother  of 
Sir  Wm.  Sedley,  bart.  of  Aylesford,  before-mentioned; 
He  was  created  a baronet  in  1702,  and  afterwards  re- 
fided  at  the  antient  family  feat  of  Scadbury,  in  South- 
fleet.  He  alienated  this  manor,  w'ith  the  advowfon  of 
the  church,  about  the  year  1712,  to  the  prefident  and 
governors  of  Chrift’s  hofpital,  in  London,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  that  charity,  part  of  the  revenues  of  which  it 
remains  at  this  time.  It  Fill  pays  a caftle-guard  rent  to 
Dover-caftle.  A court  baron  is  Fill  held  for  this  manor. 

Bedm  ANTON  is  a borough  in  this  parifli,  which  in- 
cludes within  its  bounds  the  manor  of  that  name,  which 
has  ever  been  efteemed  as  an  appendage  to  the  manor 
of  Bobbing,  with  which  it  has  been  many  years  in  the 
poflefiion  of  the  family  of  Tyndale,  of  North  Cerney, 
in  Gloucefterfliire,  the  prefent  owner  of  it  being  lieute- 
nant-colonel William  Tyndale,  efq.  of  that  place. 

Part  of  this  borough  is  within  the  manor  of  New- 
ington, near  Sittingbo.me,  as  appears  by  the  furvey 
taken  in  1650,  of  the  late  king’s  manors  and  revenues, 
the  fcveral  freeholders  of  the  borough  of  Bedmanton, 
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in  this  parifh,  holding  their  lands  in  it^  of  tiiat  manor, 
in  Jree  foe  age  tenure. 

CHARITIES. 

A PERSON  UNKNOWN  gave  land  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of 
the  poor,  veiled  in  Henry  Bing,  and  of  the  annual  produce 
of  2I.  The  poor  conllantly  relieved  are  about  ten  ; cafually 
twelve. 

WoRMSELL  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and  deanry  of 
Sutton. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Giles,  and  confifl'S 
of  two  ifles  and  two  chancels,  having  a tower  fteeple  at 
the  weft  end  of  it.  There  are  remains  of  good  painted 
glafs  in  the  great  eaft  window.  Several  of  the  family 
of  Tyiden  lie  buried  in  it,  they  were  for  fome  time  te- 
nants of  the  manor  here,  where  they  refided  till  king 
James  the  Ift.’s  reign,  when  they  removed  to  Milfted. 
In  the  church  yard  are  fome  tombs  of  the  Thatcher’s, 
and  for  the  Woods,  who  refided  at  Northwood,  in 
this  parifti  and  Bicknor. 

The  patronage  of  this  redtory  has  always  been  ac* 
counted  an  appendage  to  the  manor,  and  as  fuch  has  had 
the  fame  owners,  as  has  been  already  related,  being 
now  in  the  patronage  of  the  prefident  and  governors 
of  Chrift’s  hofpital. 

The  redlory  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  ten 
pounds,  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  one  pound,  antj  is  of 
the  yearly  certified  value  of  69I.  4s. 

In  1640  it  was  valued  at  feventy-fix  pounds.  Com- 
municants feventy-three.  It  is  now  worth  about  two, 
hundred  guineas  per  annum. 


CHURCH  OF  li'ORHSELL. 


RKCTORS. 


PATRONS, 

Or  hy  •ahom  Jivefented. 

JamesTong, gent.  Jor  this  turn Robert  Reader,  Aug.  S’,  1580, 

obt.  Sept.  (*,  1607.* 


* lie  lici  buried  iu  the  chancel  of  this  church. 


WORMSELL. 


RECTORS. 


5^5 


PATRONS,  &’c. 

Jlyme  Keelc^  ’ividoiv 

Sir  Charles  Sedley^  hart 

The  Archbifkop^  hy  lapfe 

jfofeph  Ayloffe,  ejq.  and  others.  ... 

Prejident  and  Governors  of  Chriji's 
hojpital. 


Bartholomew  Newman,  A.  M. 
Feb.  10,  1607,  obt.  Aprils, 
1654.^ 

Richard  HGlkinfon. 

T.  Nightingale,  A.  M.  obt. 

^1673- 

lI'Hliam  Payne,  A.  M.  Auguft 
19,  1673,  refigned  1681. 
Giles  Hinton,  S.  T.  P.  Jan.  23, 
1681,  ('bt.  I 701. 

Edward Chrifmas,  A . M . March 
10,  1701,  obt.  1715. 

Richard  Wood,  A.  iVJ.  Sept.  1, 
171  5,  obt.  1721. 

Thomas  Saul  Hancock,  A.  M, 
Dec.  1,  1721,  obt.  Aug.  15, 
1741.“ 

Ifaac  Johnfon,  A.N[,C)\sX.\‘]b’j’>^ 
Thomas  Miller,  A.  M.  July  23, 

1 767,  obt,  April  26.  1 792. 
Jofiah  Diforncll,  A.  M,  May, 
1792,  the  prefent  reflor. 


2 He  lies  buried  in  the  chancel  of  ried  in  the  chancel  of  this  church, 
this  church.  b All'o  vicar  of  St  Dunftan’s,  neat 

a He  was  prefented  to  the  vicarage  Cantcrbuiy,  by  difjjcnfatiou. 
of  Hollingltorne  in  17x7,  and  was  bu» 

I 

B I C K N O R. 

THE  next  parlfli  norch-wcflward  is  BIcknor,  an- 
tientiy  written  Bykenore,  the  Ibuth-weft  part  of  which 
is  in  the  hundred  of  Eyhorne,  and  divijion  of  Weji- 
Kent ; and  the  remainder  in  that  of  Mikonj  and  divi- 
jion of  Eaji  Kent  \ but  the  church  and  village  being 
lituated  in  the  former  part  of  it,  this  parifh  is  efteemed 
to  be  in  the  divijion  of  Weft  Kent. 

Bicknor  is  ah  obfcure  remote  place,  lying  a little 
more  than  two  miles  northward  from  the  fummit  of 
the  chalk  hills.  It  lies  among  the  woods,  moftly  on 
high  ground,  and  though  with  much  hill  and  dale,  yet 
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the  former  are  neither  fo  deep  nor  fo  frequent  as  in 
Wormfliill,  and  the  adjoining  parifhes  before  defcribed. 
It  is  a very  healthy  fit  nation,  but  the  foil  is  very  poor, 
confiftlng  moflly  of  an  unfertile  red  earth,  much  inter- 
mixed with  flints.  The  church  and  adjoining  village, 
of  only  five  or  fix  houfes,  ftandon  thefouthern  fide  of 
the  parilh,  about  a mile  northward  from  which  is  the 
hamlet  of  Dean- bottom  near  the  fouth-eall  fide  of 
the  village  is  a large  quantity  of  wood  ground,  called 
Bicknor-wood,  befides  which  there  are  feveral  other 
fmall  parcels  of  wood- ground,  interfperfed  in  different 
parts  of  it,  equally  poor  with  the  reft  of  the  lands  in  it; 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  parifh  is  an  eftate  called 
'Northwoodt  lately  belonging  to  the  Chambers’s,  of 
Tunftall. 

This  place  was  antiently  part  of  the  pofTeffions  of 
a family  of  the  fame  name.  Sir  John  de  Bicknor  held 
it,  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
and  he,  as  well  as  Sir  Thomas  de  Bicknor,  accompa- 
nied that  king  to  the  fiege  of  Carlaverock,  in  Scotland, 
in  the  28th  year  of  his  reign,  and  are  regiftered  in  the 
roll  of  thofe  knights,  who  were  made  bannerets  fliere 
by  that  prince.  Their  arms,  being  Ermine^  on  a chief 
azure.,  three  lions  rampant^  aYgent,  are  ftill  remaining 
on  the  roof  of  Canterbury  cloyfters. 

In  the  ift  and  4th  years  of  Edward  II.  Alexander  de 
Bykenore,  clerk,  was  treafurer  of  the  exchequer  in 
Ireland,  and  7 homas  de  Bykenore,  in  the  5th  year  of 
that  reign,  married  Joane,  eldeft  daughter  and  heir  of 
Hugh  de  Mortimer,  of  Caftle  Richard.  But  before 
this,  at  the  latter  end  of  Edward  I.’s  reign,  Bicknor 
was  become  the  property  of  the  family  of  Leyborne, 
one  of  whom,  William  de  Leyborne,  died  pofl'efi'ed  of 
it  in  the  3d  year  of  FTlward  II.  His  fon  d homas  died 
in  his  life-time,  fo  that  his  grand-daughter  Juliana  be- 
came his  heir,  and  from  her  great  inheritance  was  called 
the  Infanta  of  Ke^it.  She  died  without  iffue  by  either 
of  her  hufbands,  all  of  w'hom  fhe  furvivcd,  and  pofl'efl'ed 

in 
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in  her  own  right  of  this  manor,  in  the  41ft  year  of 
Edward  HI.  but  no  one  being  found  who  could  claim 
it  as  heir  to  her,  it  efeheated  to  the  cix)wn,  where  it 
remained  till  the  king,  in  his  50th  year,  granted  it, 
among  other  premites,  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary  Graces, 
on  Tower-hill,  then  foumled  by  him,  by  whom  it  was 
quickly  afterwards  demifed  to  Sir  Simon  de  Burley, 
for  a term  of  years,  which  becoming  forfeited  by  his 
attainder,  Richard  II.  in  his  nth  and  22d  years, 
granted  and  confirmed  this  manor  to  it,  in  pure  and 
perpetual  alms  for  ever. 

This  manor  remained  part  of  the  potreffions  of  the 
above-mentioned  monyftcry  till  the  ditlblution  of  it  in 
the  30th  year  of  Henry  VII I.  when  it  was  funendcred 
into  the  king’s  hands,  together  with  all  the  lands  and 
revenues  belonging  to  it.  After  which,  the  king,  in 
his  36th  year,  granted  the  manor  of  Bicknor  toChrif- 
topher  Sxampfon,  who  in  the  2,d  year  of  Edward  VI. 
pafled  it  away  to  Sir  I homas  Wyatt,  and  he  foon  af- 
terwards alienated  it  to  Thomas  Reader,  of  Bredgar, 
yeoman,  who  about  the  latter  end  of  queen  Elizabeth’s 
reign  conveyed  it  to  William  Terry,  and  he  in  the 
reign  of  James  1.  partly  by  fale,  and  partly  on  account 
of  alliance,  fettled  the  property  of  it  on  William  Al- 
derley,  defeended  of  an  antient  family  of  that  name, 
lettled  at  Alderfey,  in  Chefliire.  His  Ion,  Thomas 
Aldcrfey,  efq.  of  Bredgar,  gave  this  manor  by  his  will 
to  his  fecond  fon  Farnham  Alderley,  of  Maidftone, 
and  he  died  pollelled  of  it  in  1686.  His  Ton,  of  the 
fame  name,  alienated  it,  about  the  year  1718,  to  Charles 
Finch,  efq.  of  Ciiatham,  whofe  daughter  and  heir  Re- 
becca carried  it  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Thomas  Cromp, 
of  Newnham,  in  GiouceRerfliirc,  who  was  fucceeded 
in  it  by  his  only  fOn,  the  Rev.  Pierrepont  Cramp,  of 
Frmfted,  and  he,  in  1764^  fold  it  to  Abraham  Cham- 
bers, elq.  of  Tocte ridge,  in  HertfordHiire,  who  refided 
here  for  feme  time.  He  died  in  1782,  and  by  his  will 
gave  this  manor,  among  the  reft  of  his  eftates,  to  his 
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three  fbns,  Samuel,  Abraham- Henry,  and  William, 
who  afterwards  poflHled  them  jointly,  and  upon  a di- 
vijion  made  of  them  in  1795,  this  manor  was  allotted 
to  the  youngeft,  William  Chambers,  efq.  the  prefent 
poffellor  of  it.  There  is  no  court  held  for  this  manor. 

There  are  no  -parochial  charities.  The  poor  con- 
ftantly  relieved  are  about  eight  j Cafually  three. 

Bicknor  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and  deanry  of 
Sittingborne. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  James  the 
Apoftle,  confifls  of  a nave  and  two  fide  iiles,  and  a 
chancel,  which  is  half  the  length  of  the  church.  The 
nave  is  double  the  height  of  the  two  ifies.  There  is  a 
low  pointed  fteeple  at  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  it. 

It  is  a very  antient  and  curious  building,  and  ap- 
pears by  the  Ihort  and  clumfy  fize,  and  bafes  of  the 
pillars,  the  zig-zag  ornaments  of  their  capitals,  and  the 
femi-circular  plain  arches  in  every  part  of  it,  to  have 
been  built  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons ; indeed,  the 
whole  of  it  has  marks  of  a very  early  period. 

This  church  was  antiently  efteemed  as  an  appendage 
to  the  manor  of  Bicknor,  and  as  fuch  was  given,  with 
it,  by  Edward  III.  in  his  50th  year,  to  the  abbey  of  St, 
Mary  Graces,  on  Tower-hill,  where  it  remained  till  the 
diffolution  of  that  monaftery  in  the  30th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  when  it  became  part  of  the  polfefTions  of 
the  crown,  as  has  been  already  related,  where  the  pa- 
tronage of  it  has  continued  to  the  prefent  time. 

This  redfory  is  a difeharged  living  in  the  king’s 
books,  of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of  thirty-two 
pounds.  In  1 640  it  was  valued  at  fifty  pounds.  Com- 
municants thirty-two. 

The  redtor’s  houfe,  or  hovels  as  it  may  more  pro- 
perly be  called,  is  very  fingular  and  remarkably  placed, 
for  it  is  nothing  more  than  a fhed,  built  againft  the 
north  fide  of  the  church,  with  a room  projedting  nearly 

acrofs 
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acrofs  the  ifle,  and  under  the  fame  roof  j a miferable 
habitation,  even  for  the  pooreft  cottager  to  dwell  in.' 

CHURCH  OF  BICKNOR. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  ivhom  ^refented.  rectors. 

The  Crown William  Petteit,  A.  M.  Nov.  2, 

1620. 

1'f'^illiam  Flaugliton,  A.  M.  Mar. 

7,  1636. 

Ste/ihcn  Newman,  A.  M.  April 

8,  1662,  obt.  1669. 

Jfaac  Bates,  A.  M.  Juce  7, 
1669,  obt.  1674. 

William  Elward,  A.  B.  May  i, 
1674,  obt.  I 704. 

William  Bark  lay.  Auguft  28, 
1704,  obt.  Od.  23,  1718. 
John  Figurs,  clerk,  Dec.  19, 
1718,  obt.  Dec.  6,  1735.* 
David  Williams,  Augult  29, 
I 726,  obt.  1742. 

William  Marjh,  March  io, 
1743,  the  preiciu  redor. 


^ Rym.  Feed.  vo!.  xx.  p.  215.  t He  was  before  iriiiifterof  Scflly. 

® He  lilts  buried  in  the  north  ifle  of  He  died  at  Stockbury,  aiid  was  buiied 
this  church.  in  that  church: 


H U C K I N G 

LIES  the  next  pariiih  from  Bicknor  fouth  weilward, 
in  the  hundred  of  Eyborne,  and  zvejiern  divijion  of  the 
county.  It  is  called  in  antient  records,  Honkynnge^  and 
took  its  name  from  its  high  fituation. 

Hucking  is  a fmall  unfrequented  parifli,  but  little 
known,  lying  clofe  to  the  fummit  of  the  chalk  hills, 
clofe  to  which  the  church  Hands,  with  two  or  three 
houfes  near  it,  the  reft  being  interfperfed  over  different 
parts  of  it.  It  lies  on  high  ground,  being  much  ex- 
pofed  to  the  bleak  northern  afpedt,  and  joins  to  that 

I See  an  engraving  of  it,  and  of  the  church  above,  p.  323. 

part 
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part  of  Hollingborne  above  the  hills  fouthward.  It 
has  throughout  a woody  appearance,  from  the  wide 
hedge  rows  round  the  fields,  and  on  the  north-weft 
fide  the  parifli  joins  to  a large  tradb  of  woodland, 
which  reaches  up  almoft  to  the  church,  the  whole  of  it 
is  an  unpleafant  dreary  country,  the  foil  of  which  is 
very  poor,  being  chalky,  and  much  covered  with  flint 
ftones.  The  rents  of  it  amount  to  about  460).  per  ann. 

The  manor  of  Hollingborne,  which  was  given  to 
the  priory  of  Chrift-church,  in  Canterbury,  in  the  year 
980,  claims  over  this  parifl-i ; fubordinate  to  which  is 
the  manor  of  Hucking- courts  late  the  property  of  the 
Rev.  John  Davis,  of  Mere  worth,  whofe  widow,  Mrs. 
i^nne  Davis,  fold  it  to  Baldwin  Duppa  Duppa,  efq. 
of  Hollingborne-hlll. 

Hucking,  alias  Rumpsted,  is  a fmall  manor  in 
this  parifli,  which  acquired  its  latter  name  from  the 
antient  pofleflTors  of  it.  Sir  Edward  Rumpfted  held  it 
in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  whofe  defeendant,  of 
the  fame  name,  was  an  eminent  man  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  How  long  it  remained  with  them  I do 
not  find  ; but  in  the  3d  year  of  Henry  VI,  it  was  in 
the  pofleflion  of  Richard  Peverel],and  in  the  25th  year 
of  it,  Robert  de  Poynings  died  poflefl'ed  of  it,  leaving 
Alianore,  the  wife  of  Sir  Henry  Percy,  his  coufin  and 
next  heir,  who  had  thereupon  pxDlTefllon  granted  of 
this  eftate,  among  the  ocher  lands  of  her  inheritance, 
and  in  his  fatherhs  life-time  he  fucceeded  likewife  by 
this  marriage  to  the  baronies  of  Poynings,  Bryan,  and 
Fitzpain,  by  the  former  of  which  titles  he  received 
fummons  to  parliament. 

On  his  father’s  death,  in  the  33d  year  of  that  reign, 
he  fucceeded  him  as  earl  of  Northumberland,  and  hav- 
ing engaged  warmly  in  defence  of  Henry  VI.  was  flain 
fighting  on  the  king’s  part,  at  the  battle  of  Towcon- 
field,  in  the  39th  year  of  that  reign,  being  at  the  time 
of  his  death  pofiefl'ed  of  this  manor. 

The  next  year,  being  the  ill  of  Edward  IV.  an  aft 
of  attainder  pafiTed  againft  the  dcceafed  earl,  among 

others. 
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others.  After  which  it  became  the  property  of  the 
Peckhams,  with  whom  it  did  not  remain  long,  for  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  the  title  to  it  was  vcffed  in 
Henry  Vane,  efq.  whofe  fon  Ralph  Vane,  efq.  with  the 
confent  of  his  wife,  conveyed  it,  in  the  3 ill  year  of 
Henry  VIII.  to  William  Taylor,  of  Romnc}'’,  fon  of 
John  'I'aylor,  of  Shadoxhurft,  from  which  name  it  was 
not  lon<ir  afterwards  alienated  to  Edmund  atte  Wood, 
who  died  in  the  5th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  was 
buried  in  Plollingborne  church,  in  which  name  icftaid 
till  Richard  Wood  leaving  a foie  daughter  and  heir 
Eleanor,  fhe  carried  thiseftate  in  marriage  toThoma.s 
Thompfon,  and  he,  with  her  affent,  in  the  9th  year  of 
king  James,  alienated  it  to  another  William  Taylor, 
whofe  fon  and  heir,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  transferred 
his  intcreft  in  it  by  fale  to  Mr.  John  Stringer,  of  Goud- 
hurff,  who  gave  it  to  his  youngefl;  fon  Mr.  Thomas 
Stringer,  of  that  place.  His  two  fons  dying  f.  p.  his 
daughter  Katherine  married  to  William  Belcher,  of 
Rochefter,  M.  D.  at  length  entitled  him  to  this  eftace. 
He  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  eldeft  fon  the  Rev. 
Stringer  Belcher,  retflor  of  Ulcomb,  who  died  in  1739, 
leaving  four  daughters  his  coheirs.  They  pofTeOed  this 
eftate  in  undivided  fbares,of  thefe  one  fourth  part, which 
waspofTeffed  by  Benjamin  Neale  Bayley,  ejq.  in  right 
of  his  wife  Anne,  the  eldeft  daughter  and  coheir  was 
alienated  by  their  fon  to  Edward  Belcher;  efq.  of  Ul- 
comb,  younger  brother  of  Mr.  Stringer  Belcher  before* 
mentioned,  who  died  pofleffed  of  it  in  1778,  and  his 
only  furviving  fon  Mr.  William  Belcher,  of  Ulcomb, 
is  at  this  time  entitled  to  the  fee  of  it. 

Judith,  the  fecond  daughter  and  coheir,  on  herdeatli 
devifed  her  fourth  part  to  her  lifter  Elizabeth  Belcher, 
and  fhe  is  now  entitled  to  that,  as  well  as  her  own  fourth 
part,  being  one  whole  undivided  moiety  of  it ; and  the 
remaining  fourth  part  was  carried  in  marriage  by  the 
other  fifter  Sarah,  to  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Milner,  of  Aylef- 
ford,  afterwards  D.  D.  and  he,  in  her  right,  ftill  conti- 
nued 
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niied  owner  of  it  at  his  death  in  1784,  and  by  his  will 

devifed  it  to  his  widow,  who  now  pofielTcs  it. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities.  The  poor  relieved 
conflantly  are  about  fixteen  ; cafually  fix. 

Hucking  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and  deanry  of 
Sutton. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret,  and  is 
exempt  from  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  archdeacon.  It  has 
always  been  efteemed  as  a chapel  to  the  church  of 
Hollingborne  ; the  vicar  of  that  parifii  being  collated 
to  the  vicarage  of  the  church  of  Hollingborne,  with 
the  chapel  of  Hucking  annexed.  Both  together  are 
of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of  70I.  16s.  8d. 


STOCKBURY 

IS  the  next  parilh  northward  from  Hucking.  It  is 
called  in  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  Stochingeberge^  in 
later  records,  Stokejburiey  and  now  Stockbury. 

The  weftern,  which  is  by  far  the  greateft  part  of  it, 
lies  in  the  hundred  ot  Eyhorne,  and  divijion  of  IV ejl 
Kent^  the  remainder  of  it  in  that  of  Milton,  and  divifton 
of  Eaji  Kenty  over  which  part  that  manor  claims,  but 
the  church  and  village  being  in  the  former  diftridl,  the 
parifii  is  efteemed  as  being  in  the  former  divifion  of  the 
county. 

This  parifii  lies  on  each  fide  of  the  valley,  called 
from  it  Stockbury  valley,  along  which  the  high  road 
leads  from  Key-ftreet  to  Detling-hill,  and  thence  to 
Maidftone  ; hence  it  extends  on  the  hills  on  each  fide, 
for  more  than  a mile.  It  lies  moftly  high  ground, 
and  though  expofed  to  the  northern  afpedf,  is  not,  efpe- 
cially  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  valley,  nearfo  bleak 
and  cold  as  the  parifiies  on  the  hills,  lately  before-de- 
feribed,  nor  is  the  foil,  though  much  like  them,  and 

verv 
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very  flinty  in  general,  quite  fo  poor  j and  on  the  north 
fide  next  to  Fdardip  and  Newington,  there  is  fome  land 
much  more  fertile,  partaking  more  of  the  loam,  and 
much  lefs  mixed  with  flints  ; the  fides  of  the  valley  arc 
covered  with  coppice  woods,  which  extend  round  the 
weflern  boundary  of  the  pariih,  where  there  is  fome  un- 
i inclofed  downe,  being  poor  ruffit  land,  and  a wild  and 
i dreary  country. 

! On  the  north  fide  of  the  valley,  clofe  to  the  fummit 
1 of  the  hill,  is  the  church,  with  the  court-lodge  near  it, 
and  a fmall  diftance  further,  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
parilh,  the  village  called  Stockbury-ftreet,  in  which 
{lands  the  parfonage,  and  a little  further  Hill-green - 
houfe,  the  rcfidence  of  William  Jumper,  efq.  having  an 
extenfive  profpedt  northward  over  the  neighbouring 
country,  and  the  channel  beyond  it,  the  former  owners 
of  which  feat  will  be  mentioned  in  the  defeription 
of  Yelfted  manor  hereafter;  at  a fmall  diftance foiith- 
vt'ard  from  hence  are  the  two  hamleis  of  Guilfted  and 
South-ftreets,  fituated  clofe  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  ad- 
joining to  the  woods. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  valley  the  woodland  conti- 
nues up  the  hills,  weftward  of  which  is  the  hamlet  of 
Southdean-green.  adjoining  the  large  tradt  of  wood- 
land called  Binbury  wood.  The  manor  of  Sonthdean- 
belongs  to  Mr.  John  Hudfon,  of  Bicknor.  On  the 
caftern  fide  of  the  woodland  firft  mentioned  is  the  ham- 
let of  Pert,  at  the  fouth-eaft  boundary  of  the  parifli, 
which  was  formerly  the  property  and  refidence  of  a 
family  of  that  name,  Reginald  atte  Pett  refided  here, 
and  by  his  will  in  1456  gave  feveral  legacies  to  the 
church  towards  a new  beam,  a new  bell  called  Treble, 
the  work  of  the  new  Ifle,  and  the  making  a new  win- 
dow there.  Near  it  is  a fmall  manor  called  the  Yoke 
of  Hamom  atte  Deane,,  and  upon  thefc  hills  the  fmall 
manors  are  frequently  called  Yokes, 

There  is  a fair  for  pedlary,  toys,  &c.  formerly  on 
St.  Mary  Magdalen’s  day,  July  22,  but  now  by  the  al- 
teration 
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teration  of  the  ftyle,  on  Augtift  2>  yearly,  which  Is  held 
by  order  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  on  the  broad  green 
before  the  Three  Squirrels  public-houic  in  Stockbury 
valley. 

On  June  24,  1746,  hence  called  the  Midfummer 
flornii  the  moll  dreajdful  tempeft  happened  that  was 
ever  remembered  by  the  oldeft  man  then  living.  The 
chief  force  of  it  was  felt  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
middle  of  the  county,  and  in  fome  few  parts  of  Eafl: 
Kent.  It  direfted  its  courfe  from  the  fouthward,  and 
iiappily  fpread  only  a few  miles  in  v/idth,  but  whercever 
it  came,  its  force  was  irrcfiftible,  overturning  every 
thing  in  its  way,  and  making  a general  defolation  over 
every  thing  it  pafied.  The  morning  was  very  clofe  and 
hot,  \vith  a kind  of  llagnated  air,  and  towards  noon 
fmall,  bright,  undulated  clouds  arofc,  which  pre- 
ceded the  florm,  with  a ftrong  fouth  wind;  it  railed  a 
torrent,  and  the  flafhes  of  lightning  were  incefTant,  like 
one  continued  blaze,  and  the  thunder  without  inter- 
milTion  for  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  When 
tlie  tempefl  was  over,  the  flcy  cleared  up,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day  was  remarkably  bright  and  ferene. 
From  an  eminence  of  ground  the  paflage  of  theftorm 
might  cafily  be  traced  by  the  eye,  by  the  deflrudion  it 
had  made,  quite  to  the  Tea  and  the  waters  of  the  Swale 
to  which  it  palled.  Neither  the  eaftern  or  weftern 
extremities  of  the  county  felt  any  thing  of  it. 

This  place,  at  the  time  of  caking  the  general  furvey 
of  Dometday,  in  the  year  1080,  was  part  of  the  exten- 
five  pofleffions  of  Odo,  the  great  bifhop  of  Baieux,  the 
Conqueror’s  halt-brotlier,  under  the  general  tide  of 
whofe  lands  it  is  thus  deferibed  : 

^he  fame  Anfgotus,  de  Rochejier,  }jolds  of  the  bifhop 
(of  Baieux)  Stoekingeberge.  It  was  taxed  at  two  fu* 
lings,  I he  arable  land  is  ..  . In  deniefne  there  are  two 
canicates^  and  five  villeins,  zviih  nine  borderei'S  having 
two  cnnicates.  There  is  a church,  and  tivofervants,  and 
one  nail  of  fixty four  pence.  Wood  for  the  pannage  of 

fifteen 


STOCKEURy.  ^75 

fifteen  hogs.  In  ihe  time  of  king  Edzvarcl  the  ConfefoTy 
and  aftenvardsy  it  was  worth  four  poundss,  now  fix 
■pounds.  Elveva  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

After  the  bifliop’s  forfeiture  of  all  his  lands,  which 
happened  about  four  years  afterwaixls,  this  place  came 
iato  the  poiredion  of  the  family  of  Auberville,  being 
held  by  them  of  Roger  de  St.  John,  ^is  one  knight’s 
fee.  Roger  de  Aubervill,  or  de  AlbrinciSy  was  a maa 
who  held  large  polTeflions  at  the  time  of  the  general 
liirvey  beforc-mentioiaed.  William  de  Aubervill,  his 
defcemlajit,  in  1192,  anao  4 Richard  1.  founded  the 
priory  of  Langdon,  in  this  county,  and  his  defeendanc 
of  the  lanac  name  djed  pofiehCed  of  die  manor  of  ^to~ 
kinhuriein  the  36th  year  of  Henry  UL  holding  it  by 
knight’s  fervice. 

He  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Joane,  who  car- 
ried it  in  marriage  to  Nicholas  de  Criol,  a man  of  emi-* 
nence  in  his  time,  who  attending  Edward  1.  at  the 
fiege  of  Carla verock,  in  Scotland,  was  there  made  a 
knight  banneret  for  his  fervices  performed  at  k,  and  in 
the  2ift  year  of  it  he  was  allowed,  by  the  jullices  iti- 
nerant,to  have/zTe-w^KTewfor  all  his  eftate  here,  except 
one  plough-land,  which  \\?i%  c?i\\tdStanne^iand.  He  died 
polfelTed  of  this  manor  in  the  31ft  year  of  that  reign, 
and  Philipott  fays  many  of  their  deeds  bore  tefley  I'roin 
their  caflle  of  Stockbury,  which  means  no  more,  than 
its  being  one  of  the  caftellated  feats  of  the  family, 
as  did  his  grandfon  John,  in  the  9th  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  at  which  time  Ke  l^iek  his  name  Kcryeil. 

After  which  it  remained  in  his  defeendants  down  to 
Sir  Thomas  Kiriell,  knight  of  the  garter,  eminent  for 
his  fervices  to  the  houle  of  York,  during  the  reign  of 
Henry  VI.  but  being  taken  prifoner  at  the  battle  of 
Bernards-heath,  near  St.  Albans,  fought  anno  3^  king 
Henry  VI.  in  which  the  Yorkifts  were  deleated,  he 
was,  by  the  queen’s  order,  beheaded,  notwithftanding 
the  king  liad  granted  him  his  life,  when  it  was  found 
by.  inquihtion,  that  he  held  tliis  manor  of  tlie  king  iu 

capite 
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capite  by  knli^hfs  ferv-ice,  by  homige,  aad  p>tylng  to 
the  ward  of  Rochefter  caftlc  yearly,  and  to  the  king’s 
court  of  Mylcon.  He  died  without  male  ilTue,  leav- 
ing two  daughters  his  coheirs,  one  of  whom,  Elizabeth, 
carried  this  manor  in  marriage  to  John  Bourchicr, 
whom  Hie  furvived,  and  afterwards  died  poirelfed  of  it 
in  the  14th  year  of  Henry  Vll.  holding  it  in  manner 
as  before-mentioned.  Soon  after  which  it  appears  to 
have  been  alienated  to  Robert  Tate,  who  died  pof- 
fefled  of  it  in  the  i6th  year  of  that  reign,  holding  it  by 
the  like  fervice.  His  defeendant  William  Tate,  who 
in  the  reign  of  James  I.  alienated  it  to  Sir  Edward 
Duke,  of  Cofingron,  in  Aylesford,  whofe  widow  held 
it  in  jointure  at  the  time  of  the  reftoration  of  king 
Cliarles  JI. 

Her  fon,  George  Duke,  efq.  alienated  it  to  John 
Conny,  furgeon,  and  twice  mayor  of  Rochefter,  and 
fon  of  Robert  Conny,  of  Godmanchefter,  in  Hunting- 
donlhire.  John  Conny,  together  with  his  fon  Robert 
Conny,  of  Rochefter,  M.  D.  conveyed  it  in  1 700  to 
Thomas  Lock,  gent,  of  Rochefter,  who  bore  for  his 
arms,  Parted  per  fefsy  azure^  and  or^  a pale  counter- 
changed^  three  falcons^  volant  of  the  fecond,  and  his  wi- 
dow Prudentia,  together  with  her  three  fons  and  co- 
heirs/«  Robert,  Thomas,  and  Henry,  in 

1723,  pafled  it  away  by  fale  to  Sir  Roger  Meredith, 
bart.  of  Leeds-abbey,  who  dying  f p.  in  1738,  left  it 
by  will  to  his  niece  Sufanna  Meredith,  in  tail  general, 
‘with  divers  remainders  over,  in  like  manner  as  Leeds- 
abbey  before-deferibed,  with  which  it  came  at  length, 
by  the  difpolition  of  the  fame  will,  the  intermediate 
remainders  having  ceafed,  to  William  Jumper,  efq. 
of  Hill-green  houfe,  in  this  parifli,  who  refided  at 
Leeds-abbey,  and  afterwards  joined  with  Sir  Geo.  Ox- 
enden,  bart.  in  whom  the  fee  of  it,  after  Mr.  Jumper’s 
death  without  male  iliue,  was  become  vefted,  in  the 
eonveyance  of  this  manor  in  fee  to  John  Calcraft,  elq. 
of  Ingrefs,  who  died  in  1772,  and  by  his  will  devifed 
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it  to  his  fon  John  Calcraft,  and  he  fold  it  in  1794  to 
Flint  Stacey,  efq,  of  Maidflone,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Yelsted,  or  as  it  is  fpelt»  Gillejied,  is  a manor  in 
this  parifh,  which  was  formerly  part  of  the  pofifeflions 
of  the  noted  fimily  of  Savage,  who  held  it  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Aiiberville,  as  the  eighth  part  of  one  knight’s 
fee.  John  de  Savage,  grandfon  of  Ralph  de  Savage, 
who  was  with  Richard  I.  at  the  fiege  of  Aeon,  ob- 
tained a charter  of  free-warren  for  his  lands  here  in 
the  23d  year  of  Edward  I.  Roger  de  Savage,  in  the 
5th  year  of  Edward  II.  had  a grant  of  liberties  for  his 
demefne  lands  here,  and  Arnold,  fon  of  Sir  Thomas 
Savage,  died  poUelTed  of  it  in  the  49th  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  and  left  it  to  his  fon  Sir  Arnold  Savage,  of 
Bobbing,  whofe  fon  Arnold  dying  J.  p.  his  fifler  Eli-, 
zabeth  became  his  heir.  She  was  then  the  wife  of  W il- 
liam  Clifford,  efq.  who  in  her  right  became  poffeffed. 
of  this  manor  among  the  reft  of  her  inheritance,  and  in 
his  defendants  it  continued  till  the  latter  end  of  king 
Henry  VIII. ’s  reign,  when  Lewis  Clifford,  efq.  alie- 
nated it  to  Knight,  whofe  defendant  Mr.  Richard 
Knight, gent,  of  Helle-houfe,  in  this  parilh,  died  pof- 
feffed of  it  in  1606,  and  was  buried  in  this  church  i his 
defendant  William  Knight  leaving  an  only  daughter 
and  heir  Frances,  widow  of  Mr.  Peter  Buck,  of  Ro- 
chefter,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Jrgent^  on  a bend,  azure^ 
hetvoeen  Izvocotizes,  wavy,  fable,  three  mullets,  or.  He 
died  foon  after  the  death  of  Charles  I.  when  flie  entered 
into  the  poff  flion  of  this  manor,  after  whofe  death  her 
heirs  paffed  it  away  by  fale  to  Sir  William  Jumper, 
commiflioner  of  his  Majefty’s  navy  at  Plymouth.  He 
had  been  knighted  in  1 704,  for  his  fervices,  as  well  at 
the  taking  of  Gibraltar,  as  in  the  naval  engagement 
with  the  French  afterwards,  being  at  both  commander 
of  the  Lenox  man  of  war,  who  died  at  Plymouth, 
where  he  was  buried  in  171*5.  He  bore  for  his  arms. 
Argent,  tzvo  bars  gemelles,  fable,  between  three  mullets  of 
Ijx  points,  pierced,  gules.  His  fon,  William  Jumper,. 
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efq.  was  of  Hlll-green-houfe,  as  it  Is  now  called,  and 
died  in  1736,  leaving  by  Jane  his  wife,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Hooper,  gent,  one  Ion,  William  Jumper, 
efq.  of  Hill-green,  likewife,  who  Ibid  it,  about  1757, 
to  the  Rev.  Pierce  Dixon,  mailer  of  the  mathematical 
free  fchool  at  Rochefter,  and  afterwards  vicar  of  this 
parifh,  who  died  polTefled  of  it  in  1766,  leaving  it  in 
the  pollelPion  of  his  widow,  Mrs.  Grace  Dixon,  (daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Broadnax  Brandon,  gent,  of  Shinglevvell), 
who  foon  afterwards  remarried  with  Mr.  Richard  Hull, 
of  London,  who  refided  at  Hill-green-houfe,  and  af- 
terwards fold  this  manor,  together  with  that  feat,  to 
William  Jumper,  elq.  the  former  owner  of  it,  who 
now  rcfides  here,  and  is  the  prefcnt  poflelTor  of  both 
of  them. 

CowsTED  is  another  manor  in  Stockbury,  which  was 
antiently  written  Codefted^  and  was  polfefifed  by  a fa- 
mily who  took  their  furname  from  it,  and  refided  here. 
They  bore  for  their  arms,  Gules^  three  leopards  headsy 
argent ; which  coat  was  afterwards  aflumed  by  Heng- 
ham.  William  de  Codefted  died  poflefled  of  this  ma- 
nor in  the  27th  year  of  Edward  1.  holding  it  of  the 
king  In  capite  by  the  fervice  of  one  fparrow-hawk,  or 
two  (hillings  yearly  at  the  king’s  exchequer,  as  did  his 
fon  William  de  Codeftede  in  the  3d  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  when  it  was  found  by  inquifitlon,  that  he  held 
this  manor  by  the  above-mentioned  fervice,  and  like- 
wife a burgage  in  Canterbury,  of  the  king,  of  the  ferrne 
of  that  city,  and  that  Richard  de  Codeftede  was  his 
brother  and  next  heir,  whofe  fon  John  de  Codeftede, 
vulgarly  called  Cowfied,  about  the  beginning  of  king 
Richard  II.’s  reign,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir, 
married  to  Hengham,  he  became  in  her  right  pof- 
fefled  of  it,  and  aftumed  her  arms  likewife. 

His  defcendant,  Odomarus  de  Hengham,  refided 
here,  who  dying  in  141 1,  anno  13  Henry  IV.  was  bu- 
ried in  Chriil-church,  Canterbury,  and  it  continued  in 
his  name  till  the  reign  oi  Henry  VI.  when  it  was  car- 
ried 
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rled,  partly  by  marriage  and  partly  by  fiile,  by  Agnes, 
a foie  daughter  and  heir  to  John  Petyte,  who  after- 
wards refided  here,  and  dying  in  1460,  lies  buried 
with  her  within  the  Virgin  Mary’s  chapel,  or  fouth 
•chancel,  in  this  church.  One  of  his  delcendants,  in 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  fold  it  to  Ofborne,  and 
Edward  Ofborne,  gent,  died  poflclVed  of  it  in  1622,  and 
lies  burled  in  the  north  chancel  of  this  church.  He 
bore  for  his  arms,  garter ly,  argent^  and  aznr^^  in  the 
JirJi  and  fourth  quarter^  an  ermine  fpoty  fable  ; over  alf 
on  a crofsy  or,  five  anmdetSy  fable  whole  Ton,  of  the 
fame  name,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Mary, 
Ihe  entitled  her  hujfband,  William  Fagg,  to  the  polfef- 
fion  of  it. 

His  defeendant,  John  Fagg,  efq.  of  Wiflon,  in  Suf- 
fex,  was  created  a baronet  on  Dt^cember  1 1,  1660,  and 
died  in  1700,  leaving  three  tons,  Sir  Robert,  his  fuc- 
ceflbr  j Charles,  anceftor  of  the  prefent  baronet,  of 
whom  an  account  will  be  given  under  Chartham  ; and 
Thomas,  who  married  Elizabeth,  widow  of  John 
Meres,  efq.  by  whom  he  left  a fon  John  Meres  Fagg, 
efq.  of  whom  an  account  will  be  given  under  Brenfet.® 
Sir  Robert  Fagg,  bart.  his  fucceffor,  left  one  fon  Ro- 
bert, and  four  daughters,  one  of  whom  married  Gawen 
Harris  Nafh,  efq.  of  Petworth,  in  Sulfex,  and  Eliza- 
beth, another  daughter,  was  the  fecond  wife  of  Sir 
Charles  Mathews  Goring,  bart.  of  that  county.  Sir 
Robert  Fagg,  bart.  the  fon,  dying  f.p.  in  1740,  de- 
vifed  this  manor,  with  that  of  Cranbrooke,  in  Newing- 
' ton,  and  other  eftates  in  thefc  parts,  and  in  Suflex,  to 
his  fitter  Elizabeth,  who  entitled  her  hufband  SirCharles 
Mathews  Goring,  bart.  above-mentioned,  to  the  pof- 
feflion  of  them.  He  left  bv  her  a fon  Charles  Goring, 
efq.  of  Wiflon,  in  Suffex,  who  fold  this  manor, 'with 
his  other  eftates  in  this  parifti  and  Newington,  to  Ed- 
w'ard  Auften,  efq.  who  is  the  prelent  poftcftbr  of  ihem. 

* See  Klmber’s  Baronetage,  vol.  ii.  p,  uj, 
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It  appears  by  the  antient  ledger  book  of  the  abbey 
of  St.  AuHin’s,  near  Canterbury,  that  the  abbot  and 
convent  were  antiently  poli’efled  of  a portion  of 
TITHES  ilfuing  from  the  manor  ofCowJled  in  Stockbury, 
which  portion  continued  part  of  the  poflefllons  of  the 
monaftery  till  the  dilfolution  of  it,  in  the  30th  year  of 
Plenty  VIII.  when  the  abbey,  with  all  its  revenues,  was 
furrendered  up  into  the  king’s  hands. 

This  portion  of  tithes,  or  at  Icaft  part  of  it,  confid- 
ing of  the  great  tithes  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  five 
acres  of  land,  was  afterwards  granted  in  fee  to  Petytt, 
from  which  name  it  was  alienated,  with  the  manor  of 
Cowfted,  to  Ofborne,  and  it  pafied  afterwards  with  it 
in  like  manner  down  to  Sir  Robert  Fagg,  bart.  on 
whofe  death  f.p.\n  lya-o,  one  of  his  fillers  entitled 
her  hufband  Gawen  Harris  Nafli,  efq.  by  his  will,  to 
the  poflelfion  of  it,  whofe  fon  alienated  it  to  Charles 
Goring,  efq.  before-mentioned,  and  he  fold  it  to  Ed- 
ward Auften,  efq.  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Nettlested  is  an  eftate  here,  which  by  the  remains 
of  the  antient  manfion  of  it,  fituatcd  in  Stockbury- 
ftreet,  appears  to  have  been  once  a feat  of  feme  note. 
The  family  of  Plot,  anceftors  to  that  eminent  naturalift 
Dr.  R.  Plot,  pofiTefiTed  it,  at  lead  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
Edward  IV.  when  William  Plot  refided  here,  where 
his  defeendants  continued  till  Robert  Plot,  gent,  of 
Nettleded,  having,  in  the  2d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
purchafed  Sutton  barne  in  the  adjoining  parifh  of  Bor- 
den, removed  thither.  His  heirs  alienated  Nettleded 
to  Mr.  Richard  Allen,  of  Stockbury,  whofe  defeendant 
Thomas  Allen,  afterwards,  with  Gertrude  his  wife, 
anno  9 George  I.  alienated  it  to  Mr.  John  Thurdon, 
of  Chatham,  whofe  fon  Mr.  Thomas  Thurdon,  of 
that  place,  attorney-at-law,  conveyed  it  to  that  learned 
antiquary  John  Thorpe,  M.  D.  ofRocheder,  who 
died  poflefiTed  of  it  in  1.750,  and  was  buried  in  the 
chancel  belonging  to  this  edate,  on  the  north  fide  of 
Stockbury  church.  He  left  one  Ion  John  Thorpe,  efq. 

of 
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of  Bexley,  whofe  two  daughters  and  coheirs.  Cache- 
rina- Elizabeth  married  to  Thomas  Meggifon,  efq.  of 
Wbalton  near  Morpeth,  in  Northumberland,  and 
Ethelinda-Margaretta  married  to  Cuthberc  Potts,  efq. 
of  London,  are  the  prefent  poirelTors  of  it.** 

There  is  a portion  of  tithes^  which  confifts  of  thofe 
of  corn  and  hay  growing  on  forty  acres  of  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  eftace  of  Nettlelted,  which  formerly 
belonged  to  the  almonry  of  St.  Auguftine’s  monaftery, 
and  is  called  Ambrel  Tanton,  corruptly  for  Almonry 
Tanton.  After  the  dinTolution  of  the  above-mentioned 
monaftery,  this  portion  was  granted  by  Henry  VI II. 
in  his  36Lh  year,  to  Ciriac  Pettit,  efq.  of  Colkins,  who 
anno  35  Elizabeth,  palfed  it  away  to  Robert  Plot; 
fince  which  it  has  continued  in  the  fame  fuccelTion  of 
owners,  that  Ncttlefted,  above-defcribed,  has,  down  to 
the  two  daughters  and  coheirs  of  John  Thorpe,  efq.  of 
Bexley,  before-mentioned,  who  are  the  prefent  owners 
of  it. 

CHARITIES. 

A PERPETUAL  ANNUITY  of  zl.  los.  per  annum  was  given 
in  1721,  by  the  will  of  Mrs.  J’dne  Bentley,  of  St.  Andrew’s, 
Holborne,  and  confirmedby  that  of  Edward  Bentley,  efq.’  her 
executor,  payable  out  of  an  eftate  in  the  parilh  of  Smeetli, 
which  was,  in  1752,  the  property  of  Mrs.  jane  Jumper,  and 
now  of  Mr.  Watts  ; to  be  applied  for  the  ufe  of  three  boys 
and  three  girls,  to  go  to  fchooi  to  fome  old  woman  in  this  pa« 
rifh,  for  four  years,  and  no  longer,  and  then  40s.  more  from  it 
to  buy  for  each  of  them  a bible,  prayer-book,  and  Whole  Duty 
of  Man.  ' 

M R.  J A M ES  Lar  K I N,  of  this  parifli,  gave  by  will  an  an- 
nuity, payable  out  of  the  lands  of  Mr.  James  Snipp,  to  the 
poor  of  this  parilh,  of  il.  per  annum  produce. 

Six  acres  of  land,  near  South  llreet,  were  given  by  a 
perfon  unknown  to  the  like  ufe,  of  the  yearly  produce  of  2I.  8s, 
veiled  in  the  miniller  and  churchwardens. 

It  See  an  account  of  the  Thorpes  under  Btxley.  vol.  it.  p.  167. 
i Mrs.  Jane  Bentleydied  0£l.  29,  1721,  and  Edward  Bentley,  efq.ofStock- 
bury,  on  Jan.  18,  1735.  They  both  lie  buried  in  the  north  chancel  of  this 
church. 

An 
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Av  UNKNOWN  PERSON  gave  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor  a cot- 
tage on  Norden  green,  in  this  pariih,  veiled  in  the  fame,  of  the 
annual  produce  of  il. 

An  unknown  person  gave  for  the  like  ufe  a field,  con- 
taining between  two  and  three  acres,  lying  near  Dean  Bottom, 
in  Bicknor,  now  rented  by  Robert  Terry,  veiled  in  the  fame, 
and  of  the  annual  produce  of  12s. 

A COTTAGE  in  the  llreet  was  given  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor, 
by  an  unknoivn Jierfon,  veiled  in  the  fame,  and  of  the  annual  pro- 
duce of  il. 

The  number  of  poor  conllantly  relieved  are  about  thirty-fix, 
cafually  fifteen. 

Stockbury  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  of  Canterbury,  and  deanry  of 

Sittingborne. 

The  church,  which  is  both  large  and  lofty.  Is  very 
antient,  and  confifts  of  a middle  and  two' narrow  fide 
ifles,  a high  chancel,  and  two  crofs  ones.  The  pillars 
and  arches  in  it  are  more  elegant  than  is  ufual  in  coun- 
try churches,  and  the  former,  on  the  north  fide,  are  of 
Betherfden  marble,  rude  and  antient.  It  has  a fquare 
tower  at  the  weft  end,  in  which  hangs  a peal  of  fix 
bells,  and  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen.  In  the 
great  chancel  lie  buried  feveral  of  the  Hoopers, 
Knights,  Bentleys,  and  Jumpers.  The  fouth  chancel 
belongs  to  the  Cowfted  eftate,  in  which  lie  buried  the 
Pettits  and  Ofbornes,  and  in  the  north  chancel  belong- 
ing to  the  Nettleftcd  eftate,  Dr.  Thorpe  and  his  wife, 
formerly  owners  of  it. 

The  church  of  Stockbury  was  part  of  the  antient 
pofiTefTions  of  the  priory  of  Leeds,  to  which  it  was 
given,  foon  after  its  foundation,  by  William  Fitzhelt, 
the  patron  of  It. 

Hubert  Walter,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Richard  I;  confirmed  this  gift,  and  appro- 
priated this  church  to  the  ufe  of  the  priory,  referving, 
neverthelefs,  from  the  perpetual  vicar  of  it,  the  annual 
penfion  of  one  marc,  to  be  paid  by  him  to  the  prior 
and  convent.  Edmund,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury, 

confirmed 
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con6i'med  the  above  in  1237,  27  Henry  III. 

and  granted  to  them  the  further  fum  of  ten  marcs 
from  it,  to  be  paid  half  yearly  by  the  vicar  of  it,’' 
which  grants  were  further  confirmed  by  the  fucceed- 
ing  archbifhops. 

The  church  and  vicarage  of  Stockbury  remained 
part  of  the  pofleffions  of  the  above-mentioned  priory 
till  the  diffolution  of  it,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VTII. 
when  it  came,  with  the  rell  of  the  revenue  of  that 
houfe,  into  the  king’s  hands. 

After  which,  the  king,  by  his  dotation-charter,  in 
his  33d  year,  fettled  both  the  parfonage  and  advowfon 
of  the  vicarage  of  the  church  of  Stockbury  on  his  new- 
credled  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  with  whom 
they  now  remain, 

On  the  abolition  of  deans  and  chapters,  after  the 
death  of  king  Charles  I.  this  parfonage  was  furveyed, 
by  order  of  the  Ifate,  in  1649,  when  it  was  returned, 
that  the  redlory  or  parfonage  of  Stockbury,  late  be- 
longing to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  con- 
fifted  of  a fair  dwelling-houfe,  dove  houfe,  and  other 
neceftary  buildings,  yards,  &c.  and  the  tithes  belong- 
ing to  it,  all  which  were  valued  at  eighty  pounds  per 
annum,  and  the  glebe-lands,  containing  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  acres,  were  worth,  with  the  above, 
132I.  JOS.  all  which  premifes  were  let  by  the  dean 
and  chapter,  anno  16  king  Charles  I.  to  John  Hooper, 
for  twenty-one  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  14I.  5s.  4d. 
That  the  leflee  was  bound  to  repair  the  chancel ; and 
that  the  vicarage  was  excepted,  worth  fifty  pounds 
per  annum.* 

The  prefentation  to  the  vicarage  of  this  church 
is  referved  by  the  dean  and  chapter,  in  their  own 


See  the  further  confirmations  of  it  in  the  Regiftcr  of 
Leeds  priory. 

‘ Parliamentary  Surveys,  Augmentation  office. 
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hands  j™  blit  the  parfonage  continued  to  be  leafed  out  to 
the  family  of  Hooper,  who  rcfided  there;  feveral  of 
whom  lie  buried  in  this  church,  particularly  John,  fon 
of  James  Hooper,  gent,  of  Halberton,  in  Devonfhire, 
which  John  was  receiver  of  the  fines,  under  king  Phi-, 
lip  and  queen  Mary,  for  the  Marches,  of  Wales,  and 
died  in  1548.  He  married  Frances,  daughter  of  Sir 
Thomas  Roberts,  of  Glaflenbury.  At  length,  by  mar* 
riage  of  one  of  the  daughters  of  Walter  Hooper,  efq. 
it  palled  to  William  Hugeffen,  efq.  eldelt  fon  of  John 
Hugeflen,  efq.  of  ^'todmarfli.  He  refided  here  till  his 
father’s  death,  when  he  removed  to  Stodmarfh,  and  he 
is  the  prefent  Icflee  of  this  parlbnage,  under  the  dean 
and  chapter. 

In  the  8th  year  of  king  Richard  II,  the  church  of 
Stock  bury  was  valued  at  26I.  7s.  Sd." 

It  is  valued  in  the  king*s  books  at  9I.  us.  per 
annum,  the  yearly  tenths  being  19s.  iH. 

In  1640  it  was  valued  at  eighty  pounds  yearly  in- 
come, Communicants  one  hundred  and  fixty, 

CHURCH  OF  STOCKS  UR  Y. 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  ’vcJiOm  JireJented, 

Dean  and  Chaliter  of  Rochejier 


The  King 

Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rcchefer.,. 


m In  the  Confiftory-court  at  Can- 
trrbuiy,  U ere  is  a teirier  of  this  vi- 
car;tfie,  dated  May  zo,  1630. 
n Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  40. 
o He  held  Lytiipsfield  with  this 

PATRONS, 


VICARS. 

John  Crom/ie,  refigned  1616. 
Henry  Pawfon,  A.  M.  June  27, 
1616,  obt,  162S. 

JohnLorkin,  A.  M.  M ireh  26, 
1628,  deprived  1631." 
Thomas  Lane ^ A.  M,  April  2, 
1631.P 

Chiifopher  Blachuxod. 

John  Maccubie,  A.  M.June  27, 
1631, refigned 1638. 

Thomas  Lor  kin,  A.  M.  Jan.ii, 
1638,  obt.  May  8,  1670.'* 

vicarage  by  difpenfatioii.  Rytn.  Feed, 
vol.  xviii.  p.  1007. 

P Ryni.  Feed.  vol.  xix.  p.  359. 
q He  was  prebendary  of  Rochefter, 
and  lies  buried  in  this  church. 
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PATRONS,  ^C.  VICARS. 

Dean  and  Chahter  of  RocJiefter  ...  Robert  Dixon ^ S.  T.  P.  Sept.  7, 

1670,  obt.  1 7ii.‘‘ 

James  Axe,  A.  M.  Sept.  10, 
. 171 1,  cbt.  1716.' 

John  Clough,  A.  M.  April  10, 
1716. 

Charles  Birleck,'^.  oh, 

Feb.  20,  I 725.' 

Ifaac  Finch,  A.  M.  July  1725, 
refigned  1737.“ 

Chrijiojiher  Beeke,  1 73  7. 

John  Butler,  A.  M.  1737,  obt. 
J747- 

Richard  Hujband,  A.  M.  July 
3»»  ''747»  *’«figned  1750. 
Cafar  Curtis,  A.  B.-  Auguft  6, 
1750,  obt.  1759. 

Peirce  Dixon,  B.  D.  Oft.  22, 
1759,  obt.  1766.* 

Thomas  Frank,  LL.  B.  Dec.  i6» 
1766,  obt.  1 795.* 

James  Jones,  A.  M.  1795,  the 
prefen  t vicar.’^ 


* He  was  prebendary  ofRochefter, 
and  vicar  of  St.  Nicholas, in  RocheHer. 

* He  was  perpetual  curate  of  Stroud. 
< He  was  minor  canon  of  Rocheftcr. 
■ And  vicar  of  Goudhurft. 


w And  mafter  of  the  mathematical 
fchuel  in  Rochefter. 

* And  vicar  of  Borden, 
y And  vicar  of  Cobham,  and  ullier 
of  Rochefter  grammar  fchool. 


^=»®4C-®<=»i 

■*  i 

B R E D H U R S T.  ' 

THE  laft  parilh  undeferibed  in  this  hundred  is  that 
of  Bredhurft,  which  lies  at  the  north- weft  corner  of  it, 
adjoining  to  the  parifti  of  Rainham  northward,  being 
wholly  in  the  divijion  of  fVeJl  Kent. 

This  place  takes  its  name  from  its  fituation  among 
the  woods,  Brade,  in  old  Englifli,  fignifying  broad,  and 
hurjl  a wood,  i.  e.  the  broad  extended  zvood. 

The  manor  of  Hollingborne  claims  over  a part  of 
this  parilh.  Bredhurft  lies  about  two  miles  northward 
from  the  fummit  of  the  chalk  hills,  and  joins  that  part 
of  Boxley  which  lies  above  them  j to  the  northward  it 

joins 
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joins  Rainham,  the  churches  being  about  two  miles 
and  a half  apart.  The  parifli  is  furroiinded  by  an  ex- 
tenfive  range  of  woods,  in  it  and  the  different  adjoining 
parifhes,  the  north-eaft  part  of  this  parifh  being  almoll 
covered  with  them.  It  is  fituated  in  fo  unfrequented  a 
part  of  this  county,  that  it  is  hardly  known  to  any  one, 
it  lies  moftly  on  high  ground,  and  very  cold  and  bleak. 
The  hills  here  are  very  frequent  and  fteep,  the  lands 
very  poor  and  hungry,  and  the  flint  ftones  very  nume- 
rous. The  village  is  built  round  a green,  with  the 
church  at  a fmall  diflance  eaftward  from  it. 

Almoft  adjoining  to  the  church -yard  northward, 
there  is  a wood,  where  the  inhabitants  have  a report, 
that  there  was  once  a village,  called  Bredhurft  town. 
Several  wells  are  yet  remaining  in  it. 

At  about  a mile’s  diflance  from  the  church,  is  KemJ- 
ley~Jlreety  fo  called  from  a family  who  once  refided  at 
it;  one  of  them,  Ifabella  Kymfley,  widow,  of  this 
place,  by  her  will,  in  1595,  devifed  to  her  fon  John, 
the  elder,  two  pieces  of  woodland  in  this  parifli,  on 
condition,  that  he  fliould  yearly  keep  a drinking  on 
All  Saints  day  at  night,  to  the  value  of  a bufhel  and  an 
half  of  wheat,  and  two  bufliels  of  malt,  and  fixteen- 
pence  in  cheefe,  till  46s.  8d.  fliould  be  yearly  laid  out 
and  expended. 

The  Kemfleys  were  buried  in  a chapel  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  this  church,  in  which  there  was  formerly  a brafs 
plate  over  Thomas  Kemflcy,  efq.  of  Kemfley-flreet, 

who  died  in  1586. 

The  manor  of  Bredhurft  was  antiently  part  of  the 
pofleflions  of  the  eminent  family  of  North  wood,  of 
Northwood  Caftenors,  in  Middleton  ; one  of  whom, 
John  de  Northwood,  died  poflfefled  of  it  in  the  fecond 
year  of  king  Richard  II.  as  appears  by  the  efcheat-rolls 
of  that  year.  And  in  this  church  was  once  a brafs 
plate  for  William  Northwood,  and  four  of  his  fons, 
who  lie  buried  here. 


Soon 
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Soon  after  which,  this  manor,  with  that  of  Mere- 
court,  in  the  adjoining  parilh.  of  Rainham,  and  the 
cftates  called  Merethorne,  now  Merelbarrow,  was  pur- 
chafed,  among  others,  by  John,  duke  of  Lancaller, 
and  others,  feoffees  in  truft,  for  the  performance  of 
certain  religious  bequefts  in  the  laft  will  of  king  Ed- 
ward III. 

That  king,  by  his  letters  patent  in  his  22dyear,  had 
endowed  and  completed  the  chapel  which  had  been 
begun  by  his  predeceffor  king  Stephen,  in  his  palace 
at  Weftminlter,"'  and  made  it  a collegiate  chapel,  to 
confift  of  a dean  and  twelve  fecular  canons,  and  other 
minifters,  to  pray  for  his  foul  and  thofc  of  his  anceffors 
and  fucceflbrs ; and  he  granted,  that  they  fliould  re- 
ceive at  his  treafury  as  much  as  would  fupply  them 
with  food,  and  fupport  the  burthens  incumbent  on 
them,  until  he  could  give  them  as  much  in  lands  and 
rents  as  amounted  to  five  hundred  pounds  yearly  in- 
come, to  the  performance  of  which  he  bound  himfelf 
and  his  heirs,  kings  of  this  realrh,  and  by  his  will  en- 
joined the  duke  of  Lancafter,  and  others  his  feoffees. 
They,  in  compliance  with  the  king’s  will,  purchafed 
the  manors  of  Bredhurft  and  Mere,  among  other  pre- 
mifes  in  this  county  and  elfewhere,  in  the  beginning  of 
king  Richard  II. ’s  reign,  and  then,  in  the  5th  year  of 
it,  demifed  them  to  the  dean  and  canons  before-men- 
tioned, for  forty  years,  to  the  intent  that  the  king 
might  grant  them  in  mortmain  for  ever.  After  which, 
by  means  of  fome  falfe  reprefentations  made  by  Sir 
Simon  de  Burley,  the  king  granted  thefe  manors  to 
him,  but  he  having  forfeited  them,  with  his  life,  for 
high  treafon,  in  the  10th  year  of  that  reign,  that  prince, 
by  his  letters  patent,  in  his  12th  year,  at  the  petition  of 
the  dean  and  canons,  granted  to  them  the  rents  and 
profits  of  thefe  manors,  among  others,  to  hold  to  them 

* See  Strype’s  Stow’s  Surveys,  book  vi.  p.  54.  Newc.  Rep. 
vol  i.  p.  747, 
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as  a fiifHcient  endowment  until  he  fhould  otherwife 
alter  it,  or  provide  for  them.  And  then,  by  his  let- 
ters patent,  in  his  2 ill  year,  granted  thefe  premifes  to 
them  for  ever,  for  the  performance  of  thofc  fervices 
before-mentioned,  and  in  part  of  the  exoneration  of 
the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds  to  be  taken  at  his 
treafm  y as  aforefaid.'* 

In  v;hich  fituation  thefe  manors  continued  in  the-ift 
year  of  king  Edward  VI.  when  an  a6l  of  parliament 
having  pufled,  as  well  anno  37  Henry  V III.  as  that 
year,  tor  the  furrendry  of  all  free  chapels,  chantries* 
&c.  this,  among  others,  was  foon  afterwards  diflfolved, 
and  the  lands  and  pofTeflions  of  it  were  furrendered  up 
into  the  king’s  hands,  who  afterwards,  by  his  letters 
patent,  in  the  3d  year  of  his  reign,  granted,  among 
other  premifes,  thele  rhanors  of  Bradhurft  and  Mere- 
court,  with  their  appurtenances,  late  in  the  tenure 
nure  ofSir  Chriftopher  Hales,  to  Sir  Thomas  Cheney* 
treafurer  of  his  houfhold,  &c.  He  died  in  the  ift  year 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  was  fucceeded  in  them  by  his 
fon  Henry  Cheney,  efq.  of  Todington,  in  Bedford- 
Ihire,  who,  together  with  Jane  his  wife,  in  the  J2th 
year  of  that  reign,  alienated  this  eftate,  then  held  in 
capiley  by  the  defeription  of  the  manors  of  Merecourt, 
alias  Merefcourt,  Merethorne,  and  Bradhurft,  with 
their  appurtenances,  to  Richard  Thornhill,  grocer, 
and  Wolftan  Dyke  Skinner,  citizens  of  London, 
which  by  fines  afterwards  levied,  were  declared  to  be 
to  the  uie  of  the  faid  Richard  Thornehill,  andhis  heirs 
for  ever. 

After  which.  Sir  Henry  Cheney,  then  lord  Cheney, 
of  Todington,  granted  and  made  over  to  him  all  and 
fingular  liberties,  franchifes,  royalties,  afiize  of  bread, 
wine,  and  ale,  green -wax,  and  all  other  privileges  what- 
foever,  within  the  above  manors,  which  he  had  ever 
poflefled,  or  had  in  any  fhape  a right  to,  which  liberties 

* Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  iii-  p.  61  to  67, 

were 
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were  claimed  by  Richard  Thornhill,  efq.  and  judg- 
ment was  given  in  his  favor  by  the  barons  of  the  ex- 
chequer, on  a trial  had  in  Michaelmas  term  in  the 
17th  year  of  that  reign,  from  him  they  defcended  to 
his  fon  and  heir  Samuel  Thornhill,  efq.  who  gave  them 
by  his  will  to  his  fecond  fon  Sir  John  Thornhill,  of 
Bromley,  and  his  fon  and  heir  Charles  Thornhill,  efb. 
in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  alienated  thefe  manors 
of  Breadhurll:  and  Mcrecourt  to  Sir  John  Banks,  bait, 
on  wliofe  death  in  1 699,  without  male  iffue,  Elizabeth 
his  daughter  and  coheit,  then  married  to  the  Hon.  He- 
neage  Finch,  fecond  fon  of  f^encage,  earl  of  Notting- 
ham, entitled  her  hufband  to  them.  He  was  after- 
wards created  baron  of  Guernfey,  and  earl  of  Ayles- 
ford,  and  died  pofJefled  of  thefe  manors  in  1710,  and 
his  defcendant,  the  right  hon.  Heneage,  earl  of  Ayles^ 
ford,  is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  them.'' 

There  are  no  parochial  charities.  The  poor  relieved 
conftantly  are  about  eight,  cafually  feven. 

Bredhurst  is  w'ithin  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
RiSDicTiOM  of  the  dioceje  of  Canterbury,  v^n^\  deanry 
of  Sutton.  It  is  exempt  from  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
archdeacon. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  is  a 
fmall  mean  building,  confifting  of  one  ifle  and  one 
chancel,  having  a low  pointed  fteeple.  at  the  w'cft  end 
of  it,  in  which  hang  two  bells ; adjoining  to  it  on  the 
fouth  hde  there  is  a fmall  chapel,  now  ihut  out  from 
the  chiirch,  on  the  pavement  of  which  are  tw'o  grave- 
fones,  which  have  been  long  fince  robbed  cf  their 
bralles,  and  are  faid  to  have  been  placed  in  memory  of 
the  Kemfleys,  of  Kemfey-fireet  before  mentioned,  the 
whole  of  it  is  now  in  a ruinous  fate,  without  door  or 
windows,  and  the  pavement  ol  it,  which  is  much  funk. 

See  an  account  of  the  Finch’s,  earls  of  Aylesforcl,  vol.  iv. 
of  this  liiltor)',  p.  429. 
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is  falling  into  the  vault  underneath,  and  covered  with 
filth  and  naftinefs. 

This  church  of  Bredhurft  was  antiently  efteemed  as 
a chapel  annexed  to  the  church  of  Hollingborne,  the 
re6lor  of  which  is  patron  of  it.  It  is  of  the  clear  yearly 
certified  value  of  37I.  lys.  6d.  and  is  a difcharged  liv- 
ing in  the  king’s  books. 

In  1640  it  was  valued  at  fifty  pounds.  Communi-  ‘ 
cants  feventy. 

• 'I'his  church  is  frequently  mentioned  as  a perpetual 
curacy,  but  it  is  called  a vicarage  in  the  feveral  fe- 
queftrations  of  it,  as  well  as  in  the  books  of  prefenta- 
tion  and  induftion  in  the  prerogative-office  in  Canter- 
bury, and  in  the  feveral  wills  of  the  incumbents  of  it, 
regiftered  there,  they  conftantly  ftiie  themfclves  vicars 
of  Bredhurjl. 


CHURCH  OF  BREDHURST, 

MATRONS, 

Or  by  luhom  prefented.  vicars. 

Reflors  of  Hollingborne.  William  Lorkyng,  obt.  155** 

Richard  Tray,  A.  M.  obt.  June 
19.  1657.' 

William  Elivici. 

John  Vigars. 

Robert  Ingram,  A.  M. 

Frederick  Dodfworth,  re- 

figned  178+. 

John  Tatterfall,  A.  M.  1784, 
the  prefcnt  vicar. 


« Sothetime  reftor  of  Miirftor,  and 
afterwards  ol  St.  Maries,  Hoo. 


d Now  D.  D.  and  a canon  of 
Windfor. 
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